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Academic 

Year 

Faculty 

Humanities 

& Social 

Sciences  

Applied 

Sciences 

Management Medical 

Science 

Engineering  Technology Amount Spent 

for the Months    

(Rs) 

2012/2013 - - - 67 - - 1,457,750.00 

2013/2014 - - - 65 - - 3,699,500.00 

2014/2015 514 117 884 118 - - 35,071,750.00 

2015/2016 503 182 838 89 37 208 41,867,760.00 

2016/2017 534 236 844 105 51 219 44,901,150.00 

2017/2018 619 287 940 106 52 245 49,004,200.00 

Total 2170 822 3506 550 140 672 176,002,110.00 
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Service Category Salary Code Approved Cadre Actual Cadre Vacancies

Primary Grade - Unskilled U - PL 1 325

Primary Grade - Semi Skilled U - PL 2 85

Primary Grade - Skilled U - PL 3 118

Management Assistant - non - Technical U - MN 1 282

Management Assistant - Technical U - MT  1 110

Associate Officers - Segment 2 U - MN 2 7

Associate Officers - Segment 1 U - MN 3 19

Staff Assistant/ Supra & Senior Staff Assistant U - MN 4 96

Temporary  Tutor/Demonstrator/ Instructor/Asst. 

Lecturer/Research Assistant/Lecturer
Fixed 365 272 93

Academic Support - Segment 2 U -AS 1 42 22 20

Junior Executive / Managers U -EX 1 31 26 5

Academic Support - Segment 1 U -AS 2 38 30 8

Medical Officer U -MO 1 7 4 3

Chief Medical Officer U -MO 2 0 0 0

Middle Level Executives U -EX 2 12

Middle Level Executives U - EX 2(a) 12

Senior Executives U - EX 3 2 2 0

Lecturer U - AC 3

Associate Professors U - AC 4

Professors/ Senior Professors U - AC 5

594 80

Employee Classification  (As at 31st December 2019)

1.   Primary Level

576 48

2    Secondary Level

3   Tertiary Level

4.   Senior Level

25 1

871 687 184
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Report of the Auditor General on the Financial Statements and Other Legal and Regulatory Requirements 

of the University of Sri Jayawardanapura for the year ended 31 December 2019 in terms of Section 12 of the 

National Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018. 

 

1.2   Basis for Qualified Opinion Replies 

 

(a) In terms of paragraph 76 (C) of the Sri Lanka Public 

Sector Accounting Standard 01, the assets which are 

expected to be realized within 12 months after the 

reporting date should be classified as current assets. 

Nevertheless, 42 short-term deposits totalling 

Rs.298,416,940 and nine savings accounts totalling 

Rs.12,650,598 had been stated under the noncurrent 

assets. 

According to the cash flow statement in 

Sri Lanka Public Sector Accounting 

Standard 02, cash comprises cash on 

hand and demand deposits. Accordingly, 

cash equivalents are short-term highly 

liquid investments that are readily 

convertible to known amounts of cash 

and which are subject to insignificant 

risk of changes in value. Accordingly, 

the University has invested money in the 

fixed deposits with investment objectives 

and in the investments, more 

consideration was paid on the interest 

rate given by the bank for the period of 

investments than the maturity time. 

Although money has been invested in 

short-term (03 months) fix deposits 

subject to the renewal of those deposits, 

balance are maintained as an investment 

until they utilized for the relevant 

purposes. 

Similarly when encashing the fixed 

deposit prior to their maturity, a less 

interest rate is paid thus resulting in a 

loss. Therefore, these balances have been 

stated under the investments without 

stating under the cash and cash 

equivalents. 

(b) Fixed assets worth Rs.2,236,807 purchased for 4 

research projects had not be capitalized. 

Action will be taken to correct this error 

in the year 2020. 
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(c) A sum of Rs.3,142,905 paid as annual renewal charges 

for a library data system had been erroneously credited 

to the Library Account and as such, the library book 

value had been overstated by that amount and the 

depreciation for the year had been  overstated by 

Rs.70,608. 

Action will be taken to correct this error 

in the year 2020 

2.  Report of the Other Legal and Regulatory Requirements  

Reference to Laws, Rules/ 

Directives 

Description  

(a) Establishments 

Code of the 

Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri 

Lanka  

  

 Section 3.18 of 

Chapter XXIV 

Without being taken measures 

to recover the loans or made 

satisfactory arrangements for 

recovery of loans, 03 officers 

who had obtained distress loan 

totalling Rs.366,648 had been 

given no pay leave. 

Loan amount due from one of three 

persons referred to in the audit query has 

been recovering since June 2019 and 

other two employees have resigned from 

the university service. Action has been 

taken to recover their dues from their 

provident fund. 

(b) Financial 

Regulations of the 

Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri 

Lanka 

  

(i) Financial Regulation 

371 (2) and (5) and 

Public Finance 

Circular No.03/2015 

dated 14 July 2015. 

(i) Although the imprests 

issued should be settled 

before 31st December of 

the financial year in 

which the imprests are 

issued as per the relevant 

regulation, 7 advances of 

Rs. 388,850 issued by the 

Finance Division and 

sundry advances 

The settlement of advances was delayed 

due to the staff strike staged in 

September and October last year and 

steps have already been taken to settle the 

relevant advances. 
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amounting to 

Rs.4,653,014 issued by 

Faculties and Funds 

during the year under 

review had not been 

settled even as at 31st 

December 2019. 

  (ii) Although an officer who 

obtained ad hoc imprests  

should settle those 

advances immediately 

after or within 10 days 

from the completion of 

the relevant purpose, 

delays for a period 

ranging from 21 days to 

164 days had been caused 

for the settlement of 84 

advancers totaling 

Rs.4,232,885 

The settlement of advances had been 

delayed due to the strike staged by the 

staff and steps have already been taken to 

settle them. Further, steps have been 

taken to settle some advances within the 

due period after the completion of the 

relevant purpose. 

  (iii) Even though ad hoc sub- 

imprests can be granted 

up to the maximum limit 

of Rs.100,000, advances 

ranging from Rs.102,240 

to Rs.277,880  had been 

issued in excess of the 

above limit to 7 officers 

on 15 occasions. 

 

 

Advances had been granted on the 

approval of the Vice-Chancellor taking 

into consideration the special events such 

as sport activities involving a large 

number of students, research activities, 

filled tours and for the instances where it 

is not possible to request advances from 

time to time. 

(ii) Financial Regulation 

396 

Action in terms of Financial 

Regulations had not been taken 

in connection with 161 cheques 

valued at Rs.1,303,000  that had 

been cancelled during the period 

Action is being taken to credit it to the 

revenue as per the recommendation of 

the financial committee. 
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from 23 January 2014 to 29 May 

2019. 

(iii) Financial regulation 

396 (d) 

Action in terms of the Financial 

Regulations had not been taken 

in respect of 25 cheques that had 

not been presented for the 

payment despite lapse of 06 

months since their issuance 

relating to 3 current accounts of 

the University. 

Relevant cheques have been cancelled 

and credited to the revenue. 

(c) Establishments code 

of the University 

Grants Commission 

And Higher 

Education 

Institutions. 

  

 Section 3.1 of 

Chapter XX and 

Section 1.6.1 of 

Chapter 10. 

Records had not been 

maintained on arrival, departure 

and leave of the staff and 

instruction given at the 

Committee on Public 

Enterprises to put in place a 

method to confirm the arrival 

and departure of the staff had 

not been adhered to. 

As this matter is applicable to entire 

University system, the University Grant 

Commission should take a decision in 

this regard and give instruction as to how 

universities should act in this connection. 

  

This matter was also taken up for the 

discussion at the previous years’ 

Committee on Public Enterprises.  

 

 

 

(d) Public 

Administration 

Circular No.1/2015 

dated 25 May 2015 

and University 

Grants Commission 

Circular No.13/ 

In excess of the approval fuel 

limit stipulated in the Circular, 

6,797 additional full liters worth 

Rs.856,569 had been issued for 

the 06 Deans of the University. 

The payments for the additional fuel 

have been approved by the Council, 

University Grants Commission 

according to the circular. Further, the 

vehicles owned by the University being 

very old, request were made to remove 

and replace them with new vehicles. 
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2015 dated 18 

September 2015. 

Nevertheless, approval thereon has not 

been granted. 

(e) Section 06.05.01 of 

the Public 

Enterprises Circular 

No.PED/12 dated 02 

June 2003. 

A copy of the draft annual report 

had not been submitted to the 

Auditor General together with 

the annual financial statements 

and steps had not been taken to 

table the annual reports 

pertaining to the years 2017 and 

2018 in Parliament. 

The annual report pertaining to the year 

2017 has been handed over to Parliament 

and the annual report  pertaining to the 

year 2018 has been handed over to the 

Ministry. 

(f) Procurement 

Guidelines of the 

Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri 

Lanka 

  

(i) Section 2.8.4 of the 

Government 

Procurement 

Manual 

Although the Technical 

Evaluation Committee related 

to the departmental 

procurement committee on the 

contract worth up to Rs,100 

million should consist of at least 

one member from line ministry 

or a person external to procuring 

entity who is conversant with 

the relevant subject, it was 

observed that all three members 

of the Technical Evaluation 

committee of the contract for 

the expansion of the 

administrative building of the 

University worth Rs. 41.5 

million were the officials of the 

University. 

The Technical Evaluation Committee 

has been properly appointed in 

accordance with the contract value. 

(ii) Guidelines 8.13.3 

and 8.13.4 of the 

When the contingency 

provision is exceeded 10 per 

cent of the estimated contract 

According to the decisions taken at the 

progress reviewing meetings, the 

approval of the Council has been 
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Procurement 

Guidelines. 

  

amount, the contract variation 

order should be submitted for 

approval to the appropriate level 

of authority. Nevertheless, no 

formal approval had been 

obtained for the variation 

amount into R.10,557,915 

which exceeded 25 per cent of 

the contract of the expansion of 

Administrative building. 

obtained for the additional work done so 

as not to exceed total value of the 

contract and for the variation items. 

* To state that the resources of the University had not 

been procured and utilized economically, efficiently 

and effectively within the time frames and in 

compliance with the applicable laws as per the 

requirement of section 12 (h) of the National Audit Act, 

except for the following observations. 

 

(a) According to the cabinet decision, an estimate of Rs. 

49.14 million without VAT had been approved in 

March 2016 for the expansion of Administrative 

building of the University and entire constructions 

should have been completed within 10 months. As 

separate estimates had been prepared by eliminating 

several items included in the original estimate, the 

estimate had increased up to Rs.150.4 million. 

Accordingly, the original estimate approved for the 

project had been increased by Rs.91,619,877 or 186 per 

cent and  it had not been possible to complete this 

protect even by 30th June 2020.  

Action has been taken to a award the 

contract by dividing it into several 

sections according to the provisions 

received by the University each year. 

(b) In order to implement a project with an estimate of 

Rs.618 million under the Urban Development Plan for 

the construction of an International level auditorium, 

gymnasium and a sport complex with a swimming pool 

to mark the 50th anniversary of the Sri 

Jayawardenapura University, the relevant cabinet 

approval has been granted on 13th February 2014. 

Although Rs.5,794,676 had been spent on 22 June 2016 

This delay had been caused due to not 

providing necessary provision.  
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for consultation and planning charges relevant to the 

auditorium of this project, the contract cannot been 

awarded by completing the preliminary procurement 

activities even up to the date of this report. 

(c) The contract of renovation of Chemistry Laboratory 

Building and the New Art Theatre had been cancelled 

on 25th April 2012 as it had been abandoned by the 

contractor. However, a sum of Rs.1,764,013 to be 

recovered for undone work from the advances of 

Rs.2,268,483 paid to the contractor had not been 

recovered from the Performance Bond and it had not 

been possible to recover that amount from the 

contractor in the year and review as well.  

Legal action has been taken. 

3 Other Audit Observations  

(a) Although the University should introduce new courses 

for new ideas and technological advancements and new 

job markets, the University of Sri Jayewardenepura had 

introduced only one and four new courses during the 

last 10 years in the academic years 2011/2012 and 

2015/2016 respectively. 

New courses have been introduced 

according to the resources and annual 

provision available in the University. 

(b) Since 42 lecturers of the university had not returned to 

work after proceeding aboard for their postgraduate 

studies, a bond value of Rs.113,714,235 was due on 30 

June  2020 on breach of agreements. 

Action has been taken to recover 

Rs.24,964,784.54 in the year 2019. 

(c) According to the World University Rankings, the 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura was ranked 2758th 

position in 2012 but dropped to 2960th in the year under 

review, after seven years. This was mainly due to the 

fact that the research progress of the university had not 

been improved although 60 per cent of the marks are 

given for research and abstracts in the university 

rankings. 

According to the Webometric system, it 

appears that the University has achieved 

a progress in world ranking. 

Year (In the 

Month of July) 

World 

Ranking 

Sri Lankan 

Ranking 

2015 4282 5 

2016 3045 6 

2017 3365 6 

2018 3071 6 

2019 2960 6 

2020 2362 5 

  

(d) The University had an approved academic staff of 1236, 

a non - academic staff of 1173, an academic support and 

Since the Faculties of Engineering and 

Technology are newly established 
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administrative staff of 142, and an actual cadre of 959,  

1045 and 142, respectively by the end of the year under 

review. Accordingly, 277 posts of academic staff, 128   

posts of non-academic staff and 37 posts of academic 

support staff remained vacant. 

 

faculties, recruitments for their posts are 

in progress at present. Recruitments for 

certain specific subjects have been 

delayed due to non-receipt of 

applications from qualified lecturers for 

such specific subjects. The appointment 

of administrative officers is not made by 

the University and is made by the 

University Grants Commission. 

(e) No action had been taken to settle or credit to the 

revenue the withholding amount of Rs.116,737, 289 

continued to exist from the year 2013 in respect of 92 

contract works. 

Some of these contracts have been 

completed and action will be taken to 

release the withheld money upon their 

termination. Measures will be taken to 

credit the balance to the revenue. 

(f) Out of the distress loan balance due as at 31st December 

2019, the total amount due for the period from 2 years 

to 3 years was Rs. 241, 980  and the total amount due for 

the period of 3 years and more was Rs. 1,1455,505. 

 

A sum of Rs. 217, 680 has been 

recovered in the year 2020. In addition, a 

case is pending in the Labor Court for 

two persons and action will be taken to 

recover the dues after the completion of 

the relevant court proceeding. The 

remaining loan amount will be recovered 

in the payment of provident fund. 

(g) For taking over of a block of land containing 05 acres 

in extent from the Methsevana land for the Faculty of 

Medicine, although a sum of Rs.74 million comprising 

Rs.24 million in 03 instances from the year 1998 to the 

year 2010 and Rs.50 million in the year under review 

had been paid to the Western Provincial Council 

according to the Cabinet Decision taken on 29 June 

1994, The acquisition of the relevant land had not been 

completed by the end of the year under review.

 

So far payments have been made only for 

the acquired portion of land. Meetings 

are held regularly to obtain the remaining 

portion of land and it is the intention of 

the University to obtain the same to the 

university as expeditiously as possible. 

 

(h) Out of rupees 32 million existed and 101 Rewards and 

Scholarship Funds as at the end of the year under 

review, the amount utilized for the relevant purposes 

Scholarships and Rewards Funds have 

been established with specific goal or 

objective. They are utilized only if the 
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stood at Rs.5 million or as low as 15.6 per cent and 

Rs.20,385,955 existent under 30 of the above Funds 

remained without being used for the relevant purposes. 

Similarly, 36 research account worth Rs.40,074,900  

remained unutilized for more than a period of 04 years 

as 31st December of the year under review and 08 

research accounts totaling Rs.4,699,502 and 15 special 

funds totalling Rs.73,067,553 had not been utilized 

during the year end review. 

relevant objectives and criteria could be 

achieved. 

(i) A clerk worked at the faculty of Humanities and Social 

Sciences head defrauded visiting lecturer allowances of 

Rs.3,763,349 by changing the computerized details and 

without being taken any legal action against her, 

arrangements had been made to recover a sum of 

Rs.3,355,624 of that amount in 03 installments. The 

balance of Rs.407,725 and the relevant financial cost 

had not been recovered up to date and no action 

whatsoever had been taken against those who are 

responsible for authorizing, recommending and giving 

approval for the payment of visiting lecturer 

allowances. 

According to the recommendations of 

the formal enquiry, her consent has been 

obtained to recover the balance amount 

from her University Provident Fund. The 

amount due from the officer has been 

shown as a balance in the financial 

statements according to the financial 

standards. 

The relevant clerk has settled a sum of 

Rs.3,355,624 of the relevant amount to 

the university and due to crediting the 

amount received from her to the Visiting 

Lecturer Allowance Account, its 

expenditure has not decreased. After 

settling the instances of double payments 

and unpaid allowances, the amount 

recovered has been credited to the 

relevant account and allocations have 

been made for the allowances further 

remain payable to the lecturers. 

(j) Due to 11 defects found in the Salary Reporting System 

of the University, the Council had decided to conduct a 

system audit and thereby find out defect of the software 

and introduce a new computer system in August,2016. 

Nevertheless, the University had not taken steps to 

introduce a new computer system even by 30 June 2020. 

The defects of the computer software as 

pointed out by the relevant audit reports 

have already been rectified and 

procurement activities have been 

initiated to purchase an Enterprises 

Resource Planning Software. 
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(k) Every public institution should act in accordance with 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted 

by the United Nations. However, the University had 

been adequately aware of the manner in which it should 

deal with the activities coming under its purview in the 

year under review. As such, no action had been taken to 

identify the sustainable development goals and targets, 

milestones in reaching those targets, and the indicators 

to measure the achievement of the targets as per the 

Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development of the 

United Nations. 

This matter has been taken into account 

in the preparation of plans of the 

University and plans have been drawn to 

take steps whilst including relevant 

indicators in the future five years plan.  

 

Senior Professor Sudantha Liyanage 

The Vice-chancellor 
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