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SHEMEVEHLD U S ST T 6.

The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH]
in the Chair.

G8 eF9x08w 88w 5ID®
FTUU&SSLUL L LGS TBIsG6T
PAPERS PRESENTED

@07 (§0D08w) WBB g®6eyBw (§g@ams ©H GABIBH,
ceed By 8 DatBe ¢ddsess) ¢imsnBa)
(omevsr i@ (sevrBld) anflehl Swr@fw - Nrsw SemwdamLd
sevall, 2 wir Heval wHMID CQTHHEA HewLdFmHLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the Resolution under
Schedule “A” of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235)
relating to Import Duties (Gazette Extraordinary No.
2421/05 of 27™ January, 2025).

I move that the Resolution be referred to the
Committee on Public Finance.

g S®esz &Y, etwr e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr (Bl LILIL (B) T Mm% CIBTeITeTLILIL L F.
Question put, and agreed to.

Order made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development under Section 10A of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter
235) as amended by Act, No. 83 of 1988 relating to Preferential and
General Duties on imported goods and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2421/43 of 31% January 2025. - [The Hon.
(Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya]

30085 O HFw G9wld Bewlw mom &
FUTLT G860 B)hdbsds L 1_ewemuili 1L 1 .
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

194

oG (eedes) ®BsVe BwBuds Swmor (eweds ©Y

YD  g@ums B  Peds) wbdded ydm

8308w ®2)

(wrewryll@  (weugglwi) Belhs LuwFleve - &STHTILD
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(orarfl@ (waugglut) paflbs s2wglsven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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Do&m0 928en WOS.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage - Minister of Youth

Affairs and Sports)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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@0 (e0Dexs) »HBvTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wrer g (waubslui) pallbs gwglaven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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edmedsy ©® 2023 ddsw wcw gedled Jw s8em
@¢0850053ned 8w 05 Dabmnd 9edus WSS.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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el B, Fopslt uUTSHISTUL LHMID Feps Uil (Hend

O|EOLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural

Development,  Social ~ Security and  Community

Empowerment)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the Annual Report of
the National Secretariat for Persons with Disabilities for
the year 2023.

o Lmedl

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.

gadmas S8z @EY, et 8O8» Se.
aflsorir BB SBLILIL B eTDmIS I TeTaTLiL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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WwHDID ADieui IS HEDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj - Minister of

Women and Child Affairs)

©0] Bewdss m»isnemn®8, 2023 dse wewr KBm
€@ qoem 2dmBed Dab8m Dr8md OO 9lBun WSS.

e®®  Dolmnd  e®meas, SO WS @Y MBI
08CHIO0 B8EAe -@m aldWeen O 9O 0O
0wl B»E ¥n & O® ewdLsn IS.

g S®esz &Y, etwr es®@z Ses.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTDmIs GCIsmeramLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.
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@S (§0D28w) wEs ¢ BFDo Owmo

(omewrLil@ (BevrHd) aniag & FAsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the Report of the
Committee on Public Finance on the -

(i)  Value Added Tax (Amendment) Bill; and

(i) Aswesuma Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme
under Section 9 of the Welfare Benefits Act, No.
24 0f 2002,

which were referred to the said Committee.

@w0edin O HIw gl Bewlo mom 8.
FUTLTL_G&Is0 (B) 555 &1 1_swemuil_ 701’1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Sir, I need two minutes to maka a quick explanatation.
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BE0BsT ©80» wimdh mer. dGsy BDD, 2019257 sddeds -
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@B O 988, SVAT o ¢8s3 B30 8¢ m00€900.
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B8G1dR Yemw. YA, el OTFO e OO On 0®u
©w®®m Heow. OO w@ivsews’ DB edDEd 8GR
edsiery i Y, oScOB  @dE%008 e®
288e@sTned OB ecerd Heed. oo Bewdes
BDONEDHROB, VIO Im wewsd mOBI® gdas Bwo
508 O® ©@® mME®B 9EE O En.

©e® &HBE.

@G (§0008w) wiven @Budens® wm (YeE ©w
O 8d®uex Bewls ¢g@imsn®)

(orewryllg  (sewrpld)) amiagemr @GAwlGuEL -  BF),
S AL v rd) Gewisai)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma - Deputy Minister
of Finance and Planning)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, -

®0 Bewdss 50965
(oreryllg Nrdd suThrwsi Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Deputy Minister?

@G (§0D28w) wEven 8y8wudenss® Owm

(omevsrLll@ (sevrBld) amiagenr @fwiGlLmL)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I just want to make a small
clarification since the Hon. Member mentioned the
inclusion error and the exclusion error with some
numbers. The Department of Census and Statistics also
mentioned that even though there are inclusion and
exclusion errors, those numbers provided may not be
credible depending on the sample sizes they have
selected, the relevance of the sample to the matter under
consideration et cetera. So, I would like to put that as well
on record.

Thank you.

@6 (99008 w) & ¢ 8SD Owmo

(oreryflg (H0THS) aniay & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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Bestes? osedolm denmew 050ed8. ome®
808 ed @8Sm e gored $Oy YNB Owidadw
8B0C @eddnm OBn® wy oddecdhe BEOSEed
8O0 »OB Im meg. ¢l ve-Due Bum O»
@og . Bud B8BHsIO 0®@m et Amnw Bwem OB
28 myo BEwsimdo.

& Beo ©® BDDo, ¢ presentation &z print 3 O
DOIBNBHREIO VOB B, o 91000 edgp 2®
wew. oded Ged BEDe 0w wweds’ g8 OO
8@ sOHOTTesY ednmE® @ifwmBs] ©NedE.
edasemersy A0 BBEE, 0 »Oe0 @8d O
OB B 2D ©8 Besim »@BE.
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PETITIONS

©C 6805Y ewdsIcGEB Dvmo

(1orevsTLyfl @ mefeusit Clgawdshglreapiss)

(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present a petition from Mr.
Subramaniam Nagarasa of No. 12, 2/2 Collingswood
Place, Colombo 06.

©G 6853 DeFes Dvmo

(oreiryfl @ refbglr Lsvr_myr)

(The Hon. Ravindra Bandara)

o0 Bewdds @DONe®mn®B, SemEid, ©vg
W00, BIR wHd wm E8»ewd 688 0.8 S0
8BBewn Ovmensy G evTnd® ©0 88asos.

988 WO ¢ estd® Pwem euwe® EIe 0w
360000 5083 @329 & Bowlw 0z G&.

FLOF LGS L 1065 HNNLI CUITSHILOES &APYsb&HTF FITL L &
L1 ewemufl_ L1 1 gj.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

@6 Beardss HSOrzNEHROs

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Questions posed to the Hon. Prime Minister.

OO 3o 8nBwd 0w WE Y&E®
el Urs SemwdFfli b all(hd @b
Qe T 6iT
QUESTIONS POSED TO HON. PRIME MINISTER

O a8 ywd Owmo

(orevryfl@ ojilev LNrard)

(The Hon. Amila Prasad)

OO Bewdds HOne®mR®B, & 00 ¢gr@imsndvensy
e Z&ED 0O,

©®sy P med OB BEOBNE ecomsy Omn O
B®008 ed@w 0edes BnEed agensy BEGrme »E
BLOED aD®s vHE®O 020B D s edx7, ¢d ¢ 8wsy
Becimdm Bdn eOms.

01) 0®s» Dp©0d8 odBu eedes Bomeed OB
OOED wepnenn Bede? ol 5@ dw nOxfe?

02) o©® B8cEOBEw qedLm PO VIHRSBw 8w @B DO
GO0 @ #B and, O wuLeE HO Swd
@D pOw?

03) ©dBw @edes Bk w6 B3 BLOED gdm»s vy
00 OB Ew wBsed® gEE giwmsy ©3gwm
8D De®HB) Wo @BYRDRE?

04) B »BYOR RIRBw v wE emT, OF Bo®s o
03RO 00 B Boew ©©ra?



199 58B800x7nd 200

[061 @Bc yesod @wmo]

80 4®n0D VINBwed FDNHWD ewWd WE @ DO
0w BedmD. OBy, DeFtNdrzNe®m DHEed ©®
Oy 8O ) eNBBIHPIO B 0OE Beadmd, OO
8wl BenCEuBddeown o B3O ©@axtVewsy. ©©
Smn, ©® ©eITTVD wdVo cdowdsane WO GamISE.
el 08 and ¥® ernnsiysImO ¢ 8 Beamo.
& 8¢y Rndued gdmw ©wd WOy Bwe &
9Cc 83m. g¢ cded aEBs SewFvRddews on
DO Do & BEDeOH 0c@DBusIed ¢® «©® Sodfdmo
Beadm 20 Bemd. weE ¢Ot ¢8wsy JD0 ©0asTR
Bedsy wiweE BEBNOWOT niBww B¢ O Bwo cO®
0eme O INBwed @dumw PWOBRE ew® mJ
0D WOBTH Bws) 9CEO ® mOm. & @ITDewWsY
RIn8w ¢ PFe Bws) mcHws OO gumd. HOOsT H®
e®® Wdemw wOITND BT I o¢siny BwesS &
RIBwvens’ 9FEmDo.

@G (§0028w) 0B ¢®6e8B8w (g@r@amxs ©wH gidsIss),
ceed By 8w DatBe ¢ddsIess) ¢imsnBa)
(orewryllg  (swrplsl)  anfefl  ouwr@fw -
SWIFHID Heval, o wi sall wWHMID CsTHDHELI
S|HLOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

©C Bewdes mOnemn®8, 00 O53En® 8D wd
O »e yd»wO 00 YEI® B8Enow o e¢Im®.

Ulrsiwo

©C; Bewdds »OnemReB, ©udc sy
B CuBOos o BBed® HwdEe wiews adgcwmO oy
B0 BPem. BB mOede 0008 oemd DRICH
B CuBOosy o w85 afdis vwmmn BLed HOWYD
BZO Bwo & quds gwddwmws O Bednmd.
2BEOCOY @edeman D5 S8w0 sydw mEed e®®
DOG® 3Ba8s yEH8 BB ¢ O BYoed. a8
@® nIHOw BDGE »IBHEB wOyn moTesy. & amd e
808D ed@EIB amD, BcnCEBB BHRCWO v DIy edws
qualifications Bed» gw w8 sdFsvemwr How B
DR BeE® HHBm BEOEO, yidwy Beadm
MBIOCO B FeBOosy ecw o mOmD. dom»e a8
2EOE0 Om Om SR wemBIes’ oY 8eE®
BCEOCO anOOm® MOBTesy OO »HOediw. & B O
OEnOB, 98 PO axD HOB VIR wews’ B»E
DeRONGD  BenEwdw OgwEwBddewn:s o WO
Bedsiesy. dn® & B8 pd®ediw amnd =5 w»Im G
BewFeRodews. ©® Ben & HwdBw @ud 88uixm
©@Om 0.

©0T Boewdes »OnemROB, YBm ydmw gwyed
B8 odBw 0edes DenEs B88AeDB. ® ¢»Y dwd
B8EG G @¢sim®.

01) ®®swn =085 S©cDS edBue eedgs desEed
OOG @B DOO BB 88O BT B¢ o ¢ B
0 D08 BB On svn OO VEBENEOD &b
a0, d @D B W  SdeFuennOmd
@) NEO wew @ B85 8o »BYPR o wd
Beadmyn. & §8m» wimdLOEs) qed vwEmH ©BIB
805l gy 98m® oG ©®ITVewsY WD
BIOO Berswrys, gl1nns mEe OeFREHS €0 v
Jew. Bm 0O 3O a8 wernens Beasiesy
@80 “OB 00w Scdd edBs eedews

Bes0wmBI BBOBECWE DOV v BBe® eswem®
N 0 Bl @y O L& BSd@IE Go®®
DO Beadmdr Bwm 8. & Bestes’, ©id
8Os DIed® WSnE BYEDO 8D ¥WBWLO BNHD HOB
@8 508 @R 6B WO BedsIess.

§Bm a0@edEO 38080 Drewsy edBe eedes
8000  @@mOD mueene, ©@5 B @Y
BDEOTNDC T OB 8 d® wesIDs &0
Bedmydr. & d@iDE @Qe@muide 8¢
DCOBE YBE» 00 eDHEO Or O Bedmrd. &
OOG VEHEOD) BeRD B 0@ e BE
@it Bum O B8EICO D8midns 98 wosIm
28 80 mBYP e WO BedmrDo.

02) & B0 cam B ®wwed 020:8 ¢ edmemd 80 &
D800 A 8w @B, & wewo g8 OO ®BYDO s
DD DICHS G BItN. 08w, 0®m wlben
0PePH. Sevd e g of BEACD owiw 9 E®D
& 8o »BYPO woEw ¢desd. & »EY Dobmed
WOy O WmdB WO Bowmu 05y HO8 a8
DRI ) @B,

03) odBs w1 OmEs eedes BHO cwed gD
BHedpwd amon BBO w yoSAmw BIOD ¢
0dBn @00 Beedd aydede, BLW, WrNd wm
@001 BHOLBIO & G oM@ WG
BB0BmE®, HewnBS BBOBEH, e
BBOBmEs @  ©dsw  BH®cdd  a@iglede
BBODesCEs W BHEOBsE 48 Hwor@m mSHo.
OB YOO =08 BId@IEDBIE D&8m Bens ames
R8O 71944

04) edBe eedes cwdBsied B@0ilm D v
e8® A 8O wewn I eCame dugbede
20088 smdhFed eFEO ©On @:® ¢DEDHES
BABOBE yBesd emBesy wwd S8xY wmen
@, Dol 9 od@w ©edgs Rl e
CDo 20 oweds g@imsrnw @85 8g emedm gnd
000 B8O Ch Eo® PHREDcH BRIV BIOD Wl O©
e38® 2o 200 on O W af) BIOO gdas
8wds 0By B350o.

e Bewl S 9nad R (eI vy 8FO® 6
s80n) 0O BYeed. ¢ ¥ D BeEE BO168 »o®s3 wmd,
©0 Bewdes mOsnemROB. 88 0duy Bn@cdd od@ue
©eds omced 88 00D ©w®ATIVewsY §duwsd
BsIcd ostesy @b ®»EJed Dobmd EEend ©xda.
eNe® ERARE.

®6; Bendss HOr1zNEHD)

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next Question is to be asked by the Hon.
Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam.

O BreBBRBY CrsyTBOsT Gres@rmTHO® dnmo

(oressrLyfl@ FremTdhdlwet TTELSSresT @)rTFLomentdasin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I ask the following Question
from the Hon. Prime Minister:

Hon. Prime Minister, 16 years after the war ended, Sri
Lanka has yet to address the root causes of conflict.
Further, no genuine efforts have yet been made at seeking
truth and justice, with the long list of Commissions of
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Inquiry and other State entities failing to address
impunity. These and other factors demonstrate the
multiple challenges with regard to reconciliation in Sri
Lanka.

01. What is the Government doing to address
emblematic cases including massacres that
occurred in my district and other areas?

02. What is the Government’s stance on justice for
enforced disappearances?

03. When does the Government plan to release 3.
political prisoners?

04. Why is the Government using the Prevention of
Terrorism Act, the PTA? Will it be repealed?

05. Will the Government end land grabs by State
actors and others?

06. What is the timeline for a new Constitution?

Thank you.

4,

@S (§20D28w) 0wBAB ¢®5eBw
(wrewryfl@ (HevrBld)) aniflesfl ooy @ flu)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Hon. Deputy Speaker,

1.  We are well aware that this country has a history
of violence and that atrocities had been committed
by all parties who were part of that violence and
who were responsible for that violence, the war
and conflicts. Any specific complaints that our
Government has received will be investigated. If
the Hon. Member wishes to submit details of any
particular emblematic cases he has in mind, we
can furnish more specific details.

Sir, as you know and as the Hon. Member himself
mentioned, 16 years had passed since the war

ended. Many governments had been in power
subsequent to that. Some tried to cover up some of

the atrocities that were committed and some others

actually came into power on the promise of
investigating those. So, we are in a difficult

situation of having to investigate cases that had 5
been committed 16 years ago. As you know, then )
the investigations are complex, complicated and

finding evidence is also complicated. However, we

are looking at all available evidence and at ways of
gathering more evidence. Currently, our
Government is pursuing investigations into certain
emblematic cases including the Easter Sunday

attack and attacks that had been carried out against

certain media personnel.

2. As stated in our Manifesto, we agree that families
of the disappeared need answers, and we are in the
process of strengthening mechanisms such as the 6
Office on Missing Persons, providing them with ’
adequate resources to enable to carry out its
mandate effectively. As mentioned in page 230 of
our Manifesto, we will investigate enforced
disappearances that had taken place throughout the

202

have enforced disappearances taking place among
their comrades and family members. So, that is
something very sensitive to us and which we are
very aware of and we have every intention of
ensuring that answers are provided to the family
members of victims.

But, we intend to do it according to the due
process, which is why we are in the process of
strengthening the mechanisms necessary to do so.

We acknowledge that there had been abuse of
power in the past, leading to wrongful charges and
even convictions against people who had held
different political views to that of those in power.
We do not intend to go down that path ever. If the
Hon. Member could provide case numbers or any
other specific details of people currently being
held for their political beliefs, we will provide
information regarding their current status and
plans for their release.

We stand by our commitment to repeal the PTA -
the Prevention of Terrorism Act. The Cabinet has
already approved the Cabinet Paper submitted by
the Ministry of Justice to appoint a committee to
provide recommendations for the repeal of the
PTA. Given the urgency of this issue, we have
instructed the committee to proceed fast and
provide a white paper as soon as possible for
wider consultations on repealing the PTA as well
as on new legislation for ensuring national
security. In the meantime, when dealing with
national security, we have no option, but to act
within the existing laws. Moreover, [ would like to
add that there are some political parties which had
been part of all governments in power specifically
between 2015 and 2020, which frequently abused
the Prevention of Terrorism Act when they were
in power and that when they were supportive of
such regimes, they did not raise these issues.
However, we take this quite seriously. And, it is
also in our Manifesto and once again let me repeat
that we stand by what is in our Manifesto.

Once again, we acknowledge that in the past, there
were politically motivated land grabs. As stated in
page 231 of our Manifesto, we will not allocate or
distribute land with the intention of altering the
ethnic composition in particular areas. We also
acknowledge that past governments had actually
started releasing land held by the military. We are
also in the process of identifying the remaining
land that are with the military and which could be
released. I am tabling* more detailed information
about the land that have been currently identified
for release by our Government.

Given the state of the country when our
Government took office, we had two urgent
priorities: stabilizing the economy and ensuring
democracy, particularly in relation to elections
that had been postponed or not held for several

country.

. . . * gefmmoced 8 ¢,
Sir, many of our MPs presently in Parliament * e e e oo Harars).
themselves are well aware of what it means to * Placed in the Library.
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years. So, those are our two urgent priorities. We
are in the process of stabilizing the economy and
are also in the process of establishing democracy.
As you know, two elections had already been held
within a period of six months and we are going
into a third election in the coming month. There is
another election to be held and that is the
Provincial Council Election, which has been
pending for several years. Once those are
completed, we intend to fulfil our promise in the
Manifesto and start working on the new
Constitution. We do not think that it would require
a lot of time since a lot of work has already been
done with regard to what needs to go into a new
Constitution and public consultations as well had
been held with regard to constitutional reforms.
So, we do not intend to reinvent the wheel, but
move forward from the work that had already been
done in Parliament. Therefore, our intention is to
do this right, properly and consultatively so that all
views could be considered when we finally present
anew Constitution to the country.

Thank you.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam, if you have any
Supplementary Questions, you may ask now.

O BB B5T CrsyyIBOBT Gres@rmm® Swvmo
(oressTyll@ FremTdhdlwest rTeLSS et @)rTFLoment&asin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I would like to thank my good
Friend, the Hon. Prime Minister, for answering the
Question even though I am not quite satisfied with some
of the answers. However, I would like to thank her for
answering it without acting like some

[Gcrzned ¢t 88 9O wod E.]
[ySaNrrFsvds s 1 swentiiity ysHMLILIL Blsirsng).]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, could you please raise your
Supplementary Question?
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O BB BRe5T o5y TBOsT Gres@rmm® Swvmo
(oressTfl@ Fremtdhalwest TTeLSSresT @)rTFLomentdasiD)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, I have asked my first Question.

@S (§0D28w) 08B ¢®5eBw

(wrewryfl@ (sevrBls)) aniflesfl oy @, flw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, we cannot be held responsible
for 16 years of inaction. We have only been in power for
six months. Within our term, we have to build
mechanisms and processes to strengthen the institutions
that could carry out these investigations and inquiries and
deliver justice. That is our task. We cannot personally
conduct these inquiries. What is important is, as a
country, we are able to address such cases, and not doing
it had been the problem in the past. The institutional
failure or systemic failure is what led to these issues in the
first place. So, without just reacting, we need to address
that, actually setting in place the institutions and the
environment to ensure that these things do not happen
again and also that the existing injustices are investigated
and inquired into. That is precisely what we are doing.
The legislation that had been passed yesterday is part of
that process.

Why people do not trust the Office for Reparations
and the Office on Missing Persons is precisely because of
the failures in the past, where these institutions were set
up in name only, but were not sufficiently strengthened.
That is what happened in the past and that is what we are
trying to correct, ensuring that the right people are
appointed to these institutions and resources are
adequately allocated to them so that they could carry out
their tasks. If these institutions are insufficient, we are
prepared to broaden their mandate and also put in place
new mechanisms. That, we will do, but it has to be a
process. We have to make sure that these institutions are
sustainable, which is exactly what we are doing.

Why I ask for specific information is because, yes,
there are many such cases like those that the Hon.
Member himself noted. There are certain cases we are
already proceeding with. If there are any particular cases
that the Hon. Member is interested in, we will look into
those as well and provide whatever information we have.
As I mentioned in my Answer also, Sir, these are cases
that have been pending for the last 16 years. It is not easy
to investigate those, but we are committed to ensuring
justice.

®6 Beradss HAOznEmR )

(orenryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeurssir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rasamanickam, you have one
Supplementary Question to raise.

more

O BB BRB5T 15RO Gres@rnTH® Dwmo
(orerL)fl@ FTeRTdhSIWET TTERLESTesT @) TEFLLTessildhaLh)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Yes, thank you, Sir.

Hon. Prime Minister, my issue is that actual funds
have not been allocated to the Office on Missing Persons
and the Office for Reparations. You have got the mandate
from the people. As the Prime Minister, you must take
charge of this Government. Do not let jokers run this
Parliament.
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[0S BrenBnsT G5yt BosT Gots@amTm® wmn)

T (HBGLD 6THTMI. 2 _HBIGEHEWL_ W B GIewHL LSEHLD @) [HdE LD
IWIFFT YJaUTHST CIFTVHSTDTT, LTHTENT FewLG CHiHewev
@bs euBLSH BL S I GLmrb eTeTm.
FTTSILG jeuiser GFTevSlSTmTi, WTHTewT FewLG CpHirgHeL

Lo messTL|L) &

@)hs aumLLD BewL QUMD sTedTmI. BEiIG6r GClFTeLHeoTH 6T,
@bs eupLLD @)sTenGloTm CHTHe) BewLGLD @)HLiLSTsD,
IsDGL  Ungsrer yslw rfwesnwlienud Gareurh
aumGeumLd eTedTM).

®0 Bewdss 5096
(oreryllg Nrdd suThTwsi Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your question is clear.

OO BB BB GotsyTFBCBY Gres@nH® Owmo
(orewTL)Lll@ FTERToHSIWET TTRLES 6T @) TFLTessildheLh)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I am winding up, Sir.

Gl&emrey

Ulrgw  oewwdsi  euisGer,

SrFweveniolienLid Cl&TessT(Heu(heusTs (3)(HibSTeD -

yHwBsmi

G Beradss HSO1zNEHR)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, please. Could you stick to your original second
Question?

O BB BRB5T CrsyyIBOsT Gres@rnm® Swvmo

(oressTyfl@ FresTdhdlwest rTeLSS et @)rTFLoment&asin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I want to finish up my
Question.

G Berdss HSOI1BNGEHR)

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You have already posed your second Question.

O BrenBBRBsT CrsyyIBOsT Gres@rhm® Swvmo
(omessTLll@ FressTdhdl et FTeLSSTesT @)rTaFLoment&asLn)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Qaaryeu LT Sjewdai jeuisGar -

®G; Berdss HSOI15NEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Your second Question is clear. The Hon. Prime
Minister can answer that.

O BB BsT CrtsyyIBOsT Gres@rhm® Swvmo

(orevrL)fl@ FTeRTdHSIWET TTERLEST6sT @) TFLOTessildhaLh)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I have not finished the
Question.

@S Bewdus mO51emR )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You said that that was your second Question. You
posed the Question saying, "This is my second Question."

O BB BRB5Y CrsyTBOsT Gres@rhmTHO® dwmo
(omessTLyfl@ FremTdhdlwet TTELSS et @)rTFLomentasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Let me finish up my second Question.

@6 Berdss mAOrzNEHRO)

(oreirflg LWrdld surprwsi Hjeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

But, you have already posed your Question stating,
"This is my second Question."

O BrerBRBT CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhmm® dvmo

(omessTyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTeoLSS et @)rraLomentsain)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I only started asking the second Question, Sir. The
opportunity to ask two Questions from the Prime Minister
has been given to the Members of the Opposition.

®S Bewdsns G509

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You posed your second Question saying that it is the
responsibility of the Prime Minister to provide the list of
missing persons. So, you have already posed that and she
can answer it now.

O BrerBRB5T CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhmn® dnmo
(omessTyifl@ FremTdhdlwet rTeLSSresr @)rraLomentain)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Let me wind up my Question, Sir. Do not be unfair.

@6 Bendss HSOIzNEHR)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

By the way, I am not being unfair, Hon. Member; [ am
being very fair by everybody in this House.

O BrerBRB5T CrsyIBOsT Gres@rhulmn® Dwnmo

(omessTLyif@ FrenTdhdlwesT FTeLSS 6T @)rraLoment&asin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Let me finish up my Question. I will finish it up in 30
seconds.

@0 Beadts mAOrzEmROs
(oressryfl@ LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Member.

O BreRBBRBsY CrsyTBOsT Gres@rhmTHO® Dvmo
(omevsTLyfl@ FremTdhdlweT TTRLSSTesT @)TTFLoTentdasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Thank you. Hon. Deputy Speaker, the Opposition
Members get this opportunity to ask Questions from the
Prime Minister only once in a month, on Wednesday of
the first week of the month. There are 60 odd Members in
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the Opposition. If I get this opportunity today, I may not
get it for the entirety of the term of this Parliament. So, let
me finish up, Sir. Give me a minute.

(QET Y] Ursio S| EWLDFFIT 9|6uisGer, @)bs
I TFTHRIGSHBIPISTOT MW FFTHET —PUCUTH — HeWBHEWUWF
QFETLATDTISH6T. @)HHLI UTTTEHLSTDSS D CUEFsHIn 19w
FlhS TSNS ST L, LTI TEmn

LSBTMSHSI%HE UbBSUTHET TREHSHL LTTSSSTMTISH6T. Glsarye

CapAwliu igwey 2o TaHLd

Uirsw  oewwdsi  euisGer,  BTHIGST  ESEHDL I
QUTHGHENTY  LUTITEHLSTDSSISE — subseuissr! sl
rHwevenoliyGarer  Bls) TEALEAC) 6T516LD ®bs

Y T(HSHETET 6ur6y GlFevassll L G5ls0 @)evemev. sTaarGou, Lls
alflewrours yslw rfwesnwlisnud 6l&ETenT(hou(housnsETds

piFlow  9gihs  wpyujwor?
Gassirailwim@Lb.

STEITLIGZISTET  6TETnIEWL LI

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Prime Minister.

@S (§0D28w) 08B ¢®5eBw

(wrewryfl@ (HevrBld)) aniflesf wr@;flu)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, as I already mentioned in my
response, we will bring in a new Constitution. But, I also
said what our priorities are this year. We have to hold the
Provincial Councils Elections as well, which has been
pending for several years. It is only after that that we can
begin the proceedings for a new Constitution. I have
already said that. Of course, in this Budget, we have not
allocated funds for such a thing because we still have to
hold the Provincial Councils Elections as well. We see the
urgency of this matter and we have every intention of
bringing in a new constitution, but we also have a
responsibility of deciding what our priorities are and
ensuring a democratic environment. Ensuring that people
are represented even in the current context is as important
as a new Constitution because that opportunity has been
deprived particularly to the people in the North and the
East for several years; they have had no representation.
So, I would imagine that that is also a priority.

Also, Sir, I regret the language and the tone with
which my Hon. Colleague has been presenting some of
these matters. I think we should be able to have a civil
engagement here and I would respectfully request that
aspersions are not cast and that this sort of hints are not
dropped on various Hon. Members of our Government.
That is not necessary. I do not think that is the way in
which we should do this. With any unparliamentary
language used by the Hon. Members, I think the Hon.
Speaker has all the right in the world to deal, as you have
dealt with, Sir. And, Sir, I request you to deal with the
unparliamentary words expressed on this occasion as well
and not allow this type of language to be used in
Parliament. Thank you very much.

®6; Bearadss HOznEDRO)
(omrevwryLilg Lrdld surpTLsi Sjauissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Questions for Oral Answers.

YAHOEO D82 BTy
QT % EH & 6UTIICLPsY allewL 6T
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

6 BgwFOR QSOGTT & yyem BB
oriild seveprtl g fflwiser : LuilphFwefsgsv
TEACHERS OF ARABIC SCHOOLS : TRAINING

484/2025

1. o6 (80080) 98.93.8.98. B3PI Eod ®wmo
(oresryfl@ (H6VTHIF) 6TLD.6T6V.67.6TLD. QMleNVLjsVVTAD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah)
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(F)  @)eT@mev, eyedr?

asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and

Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) there is no training centre to obtain a formal
training for teachers employed in Arabic
schools registered with the Department of
Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs; and

(i) consequently, there is no possibility for
those teachers to receive a proper training
they need for teaching?

(b) Is he also aware that -

(1) there is no training centre for Imams and
Muadhdhins serving in mosques to receive
a formal training; and

(i) consequently, there is no possibility for
them to receive the proper training they
need for performing their duties?

(¢)  Will he inform this House whether steps will be
taken to establish a training centre to provide
formal training to teachers teaching in Arabic
schools and to Imams and Muadhdhins serving in
mosques?

(d) Ifnot, why?

@S35 w) BBE® 9BE ewemd dwm (F@ws,
G082 85w BoedaBm WOGD gLIBBHE)

(Tl (seorpls]l) adlaflgin  saflv  CQFGarall -
LS SFTFT, FLOUW LOMHMLD HEOTFTT 6VI6UVT 6T @,smwéﬁ&fr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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@0 (§0008w) 98.93.5.908. BT o ®wmo
(orevorLifl@ (H6VTHIF)) 6T1D.6T6V.67.6TLD. QMlEVLjVEVTAD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah)

Okay, thank you.
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CULTURAL CENTRES: PROMOTION OF CULTURAL
ACTIVITIES

497/2025

. ©0 (998 w) eeds B BNBE WIS Bwmo

(wresryfl@ (Currdiflwi) GFer premTTwWESTYT)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara)
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@) @enGps, srain?

asked the

Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and

Cultural Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M
(ii)

(iif)

the number of cultural centres currently
existing in Sri Lanka;

the main function performed by the cultural
centres referred to above in promoting
cultural activities;

the number of art institutions operating
under Provincial Cultural Departments;

(iv)  the function of such art institutions; and

(v) whether there are any registered art
institutions that are not in an active state at
present?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the total amount spent by the Government
for the Annual Literary Festival conducted
by Divisional Secretariats in 2024;

(i) the amount allocated to each Divisional
Secretary's Division for the Literary
Festival, separately;

(iii)  whether the amount concerned is sufficient;
and

(iv) if not, the measures that will be taken in
that regard?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@0 (80008w) BB® 9 BE ewemd Swmo
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi)

©0T Bewdsn DOnemne®B, 90 ydmed B8End
e®eu.

(a) (i) evoedmaBim OseS) 830500 22028.

(il) o e298eE e wudmaBn Beodnwd age
DBEDI ©DED D@@ONsY B8O Diersd
@®.
G0 GO BHEDB, HHID BEBBIS,
8O BBWG, BB W O BESrem
5EBHIB, ©868® w-Bnw, 8y, 38O ¢®Bw
D8O, WEeOD @ Bmw, WD
250058

o B gw BIO O oOwvy Bewsio
qOE MBEDI 0D O@esOwnsy
@1@151”5@.

G0 @cOE, 988 wor, G e
3057 W0 Doed N en BId@o B OB

o yodaw ne ¢Oas BB ©wdOsY
8O,

conden: 00 5H8ns BeFENe® e
85 DeFEOs® @80, nH8n® §@e®
DB 88, @y vwEm® 20 2O

* 0598eC yEHWIE VYD w138e.
o ocdmaBze D&Y oDmw B3O,

Coden: Dou8n 8 amuE®sens oSy
DRe09sY O ODEEIO  tdocdmaBlm
580D EST @® eeddw wiBewHDa.

® Cesdriers D80T DI Be.
® 25000 91@@@ le@(ﬁfa@.

o omICO, YYB, 53NO® OB tsoedmaBE®
518153’8@.

* EEIR W8 OB @IBm™E®
30D OB BOFOO.

o S5fm mEed wodmadm wsicdan wewo
gedned ¢cGOs30 8DeEd g BBO.

CLnd e B CEEER, $bdm 0du R



215 308Ee®xInd 216

[061 (g0008) BBE® 9BE ewemd @vmo]

©0 Bewdss mOnemn®sB, ydmed (g) (i), (iv),
(V) Bem o0m008 neost® Dowsies’ o
20edaR ©¢8me®IND WO BedBY WEIBHD
o). I sgud wwdEO @ YyEmPE B Oed
8EnCO dw e wd oot mr.

(90) (@), (if)

2024 o8vedd ©soF0m G¢ SBm wiSmn
B00DBBO acg HedBs ©D0e® md®
edmedsy o O eodBs oEdm®
W8wicws wewo G8weE 20,000.00 83
edBs eF®® m&wic 337 wewr Gi8weE
8Bwm 6.74m Geew e B8sT D 6
13w ¢Go Beando.

(iil) YO YO DO BiWvens .

DICED 8O g@mmsered Bean Bieences
OB 008 e YL i Bwm OW.
O @B’ e0m NBEEEH. YO Cowred®
Bedrmy 00ag qunmdEO ©® 8
BBeIHO @i 0Osieny Bywr.

(iv) ©® e YDy oy emesd YT G
8w e05E0sT D8O Owo WwredtdmIdw
B8sY 005 WD) CID YE» yBes B©o0sY
wOer O OB YPedBn eCH»O® mbwiEw
wc 05T mE VB col® G P &0
@cdned®snd S8s5Y mOgn ®C g1».

38 & wew I8 edmDi. @® ggoided wd
Bwdo 988wd Busisy yoddsy 008 BwEo
38 BdDo WO, e FOIDBIR® WENI
e38e Descd D& GiBweE dEw» 3.5 Swe
e Bbswr edstedE Bedmr. & wdeny
eoedmam ©seds Eger BBO wewo g
B0 ESY OB @ renws 0053 WSBIB @0
DRI B D) @D,

@31 (9908 ®) @eds) 535062826 W™

(wreryflg (CurrdiNwir) GFer premTrussTy)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 3 - 499/2025 - (1), the Hon. Anuradha
Jayaratne, Attorney-at-Law. - /Not in the Chamber.]

Question No. 4 - 513/2025 - (1), the Hon. Padmasiri
Bandara.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of Land

and Irrigation)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 5 - 515/2025 - (1), the
Najith Indika.

Hon. (Dr.)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika)
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Anuradha Jayaratne, Attorney-at-Law)
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign

Employment and Tourism:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of jobs made available to Sri
Lanka by the Israeli Government;
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(i) the number of such jobs in each sector,
namely agriculture, construction, hospitality
and manufacturing, separately;

(iii)) the number of Sri Lankans who have been
sent to Israel for employment so far;

(iv) whether he is aware that about 2,400
applicants have not been sent to Israel for
employment so far even though almost a
year has elapsed since they passed all the
tests and obtained medical reports;

(v) ifso, the reasons for that;

(vi) the measures that have been taken to send
them to Israel for employment
expeditiously?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Employment)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I shall bring it to the notice of the Hon. Speaker.

Then, Question under Standing Order No. 27(2), the
Hon. Sajith Premadasa, Leader of the Opposition.
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs and Foreign Employment)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, the Question that has been
raised by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition is
multidisciplinary. The Government of Sri Lanka has
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appointed a multi-sectoral committee to look into that
matter. In order to answer this Question in a formal
manner, we require more time. So, in days to come, we
will be able to answer this Question formally. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, I think the Hon.
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Employment mentioned that he needs a little more time to
answer that Question.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the House

of Parliament)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, he has got your
message. So, we shall move forward.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, we must not make this
a topic for a debate.

@G 885 0@ Owm

(wreflg Fedls LNGrgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, give me 30 seconds to make a suggestion.

@06 Beadts mOrzEHROs

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You have made a suggestion. I think the Hon. Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Employment has
got your suggestion.

©0 885 @@ Owmo
(wrewryfl@ Fedlg LIGTwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, give me 30 seconds.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Could you make it very short, please?
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, you had mentioned
this previously too. So, can we proceed, please?

Next, Ministerial Statement by the Hon. (Prof.)

A.H.M.H. Abayarathna, Minister ~ of  Public
Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government.
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GOVERNMENT POLICY ON RECRUITEMENTS TO
PUBLIC SERVICE: STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, PROVINCIAL
COUNCILS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
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(The Hon. (Prof)) A-HM.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
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@0 Beadts mAOrzEmROs

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question of Privilege by the Hon. Dayasiri
Jayasekara. Hon. Member, you have a very lengthy three-
page submission to make.

©C BBt ¢088 Bwedms Dvmo
(wresTyfl@ FLSgrent swrdmP mwGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
I will finish it quickly, Sir.
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(wrevryfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

If you could summarize whatever that is important, it
would be highly appreciated in the interest of time.
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, I shall bring this matter to
the notice of the Hon. Speaker on his return from
overseas.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Public Business. Item No. 1, the Hon. (Dr.) Anil
Jayantha.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Economic Development)
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma.
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(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, state your point of Order, please.
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(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Leader of the House.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

o0 Boewdes Oznemn®, the Chairman of the
District Coordinating Committee, the Hon. Upali
Samarasingha e® 0e&ed ©o wwvIed @sinIds.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. The Hon. Upali Samarasingha.
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(The Hon. Upali Samarasingha - Deputy Minister of Co-

operative Development)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma, you may start
your speech now. You have 20 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma - Deputy Minister

of Finance and Planning)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, today's Debate is on the
Amendments introduced to the Value Added Tax Act.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma, your time is up.
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Sir, just give me 30 seconds, please.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Sajith Premadasa. You have been allotted 12
minutes.

[&.200. 11.26]
o6 ©8y oydws Ovm s8@d0ed
52BDHR )

(wresryfl@ #edls LIGTgTe - T8lTEaL_F WpHeveurm)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)

@0 Bewdss mOmemnOB, dnn »E gos O g
(o0addn) v emg@un 8EAcO wimddh WmS» ©®
3D Sodvewst® B8 JXwd ¢x¥D 83T @BE,
taleclo B ®m O SVAT DOedcw
gee®OOTed ¥ABIlw cocw ePecu® Hw®m
8O ewlos @B Bus 0wddmd ¢ud 9e8us edEr Bedn
0. SedvewsI® ged ded gumen Bedyw adge dum,
eBewle demO Yynew o o® gdEdied a8 Sddiw
o, @® SVAT pdw guvmesn Bednwe mdeOn
30Amw EOH®O® 88 @@ PWCeBTO® BOFDIeHD) W
08 Beo.

(Baga

O® ®mDY eOm, g¢ el Ced BB WP
GO aBewdon demd gy o¢8sY Bedm e@iewimm
@ed e 988u MO O, ¢ud 0® wniedl Briewedy)
eOEYD), D0 eDBID BgedE BIO wO®ITTRewnS.

Sodvewsi® ©® 0® mders VD) ORB. gedd
ed 9OB @ 80 ged CedrY $e®8m00 wm
28RO Bwwd 44m yBOCwm AW emdim
ewIdn8. yBons omel ednm eh® 0wHmesl e®ew®
3B D¢ WOV B O Bws) Wdemn B8EINCD
GO eCI®W® g»eem BIwi. J¥w c¢stesy mnde, sgdw
0O @1wsedd eHEH 9OY BrNI8BOSW DELO
o ey 20?7 Electoral college & 2mpo 850 02000,
SmBw sriconmy - popular vote demms - Enda. ewemd
oeds  dymOw  oximo.  United States House of
Representatives$s dymds osfm. On®ed ©B0dew
eD8med g ©wmamd Heed, "Make America Great
Again", "¢;0@8200 8880 50 D00 uvrf BBO" Bum O=.

®® ¢rlesy mywr 0® CBw B BwE, Soymn DA
eudfe ed HER 9OE /DO ©Ed yHoxB
YOS ¢OB® WOB By OHER 90L dn®ied
yBeBe 988ur mEr MO 05%0edB, O & yBuFHe
Bwoos®@m 0. o8, & yBedBe ne yB0m D¢
Bwwd 44 588 ne ged OO Advmeg »Bw BJR
©O»H.

®0 Bewdss DONGEHDOB, derdsersi® ©® O
IS GHOW OB gHBIBY I OBB. &8 @dedd HKewrNO®E @®
MO0 @8 wwed 928un e ¢80 BdD ¢» 83
@O, Bew@Bn eFEHwL® WO, ¥ww© DI S, @@
DEOIWMOTmB WO B T »OB qud i@
CBm0. ©® g¢ cod O0ed & o ydm »E. O® ¢»
DeBthee® gxtes’ WHe, MORE ¢» DERH® God,
@@ MOy wamdLd, W OWWE DB weg BB
y@dm» ®e®, § yd»OED B8Eno ot »EF 9Cemo.
ODEO B DRSO GBS . RO v;mesy dedd
¢ WEBENBO BDZEMO  eNOODB WE @) OV,
ewdon con® B88acd acwd 9e8ur mOBTH vwHEO,
IO 9B ecsiomy mywi. O 0@ HEFOL O D
OO DD 05T ¢Biesy By, D0 Do ®Eo; S
B0 emecdD. Bwwd 44 B g DeEO g



245 2025 godd 09 246

0ol @uMBHOEO O »BWD D& e §ew, Standing
Orders. Standing Orders essiDs B0, "e®wied O
DHBI™; 157 WO HOBIB @D " Béo.

O® owd ecun Bty OBE. ¢l owes’ ®
OO 5w @¥Ed VOTD. ged 0ed HE8m o
2uOnG o0y ethed IBem 12.78. o8s7 O8®
280D YDromen wstery g e®dm dFns “mneed; &
Bostesy Bwwd 22.8%. §cBs oFemis, @e@dmon
@aes 8Bwm 2911d. 2e®8m00 wm ethed BEwm
291158 goc® FHedns Snow Bewlsme mIm,
2008wy ethed B8wm 1,885W. & Buwslesd, Bwawd
64:3. SREOE BBwm 328%; 0mFOEs BBwxm 73
activated carbon®8x3 8Bw» 49x; efDES BEwm 48
iron®8x¥ 8w 48xF; cinnamondBxy 8Cwm 29z, @O,
3008m) ©thcd OSBwxmdEy. ged Jed gwe®
2ememOEs Bwwd 384, 405 gnc ySimen wxlensd
3008w OFws dmsewd. Bwwd 288 wmd, geddw
»HeE C0DED. Bwwd 138 wmrd, dfesf GrnBwd. G
OO gumemdBs Bwwd 37s, 395 end ySiewmen
wstesy ¢ e®8mn edege omEd. e@xm ed® »HOG
¢, ©0 ¢slery iy, 0® ¢n B8O J¥wd OB
200w Bedmde, mde BeCr. o DO
@O®g, e, WYTIE wOTesy BwE a8 go®, mo
@I oo o § Bestesy, 0¥wd & wd®didewnsy
s 88 OB BEede s mywr.

®0 Bewdss mDnemROB, ®° nd oemrs Omz
DO m@BB. 00 ydmaew s, United States Senate
vem¥@, United States House of Representatives®»=f Sri Lanka
caucus dmw Bedmde Bweer. IO Oror ondxs
Bedmdr. e®me, United States Senate ©z20&, United States
House of Representatives ©m08 ¢0®8zn Oufws smeced
edege YHOBO ©® ACHOW WO PYIOE. ©©
¢B¥esY BN, 086 & O (I, de B, 0wddw
Bweds DRTI®, ¢e®dmy D1sduEded Article I, Section 8. &
BusTesy, DuDedGi®w6 DEw Bz,

@® cmend 908, House of Representativeso&@ B4
©8®2¢s) ACWH Bedmryds. § Buslesy edege BB am®»
DO YOOy, edege 8Oy am®n mOsin yoosy; tariff
schedule 9 00 ®OTm gOOT. desw eV »HO
20e00d0 S ox¥m, Trade Act of 19748 Bedn &10®8mwed
BBs. & D0d® “5088B800w0 0® yBDISH dg HVBIB
Boedsiesy delegated power dmzs, SODBOD WOy DEBH.
Section 232 wdes’ Bedxds, national security related tariff
Bweo. Section 301 8 Beadx o, retaliation against unfair
trade practices BwEo. $50888Dw0 TmeddBwed e® g
eI YOOI BPens Congress OO aBBwe Beams
g0 Es® mosim. Congress 90 Jm B0 OB
05y, B® crieny Byw PHD 0@ ¢rTesy vy de Bwo.
g8 ©® gyed, emexmd dexd Sri Lanka Caucus dwm=d
Beadmrydrg Bo. & Bates’, § Comd 0dnedsy guim
euend wdmewed »e3ths®=. House of Representativess
e & Cowd edmeds’  gx¥m  House of
Representatives@o = e380c®5?

& Died® Congress 920 Beameo oversight and hearing
Acw. & Beslerd adFeewme Ble® dcwe, DSHOED
e yd» BBe® dcEw. Senate Committee on Finance

oo Im »yodsy. House of Representatives Ways and
Means Committee BeE 9o Bedmdr; Sm0n gods’y. &
Ded® de smee edeoge Bewddmw® - United States
Trade Representative - =€ds¥»y 500y, ydm m»OwIv.
BNwmBO ACH® WO YOO, & Ond ©rnedd,
edege yRoB HodOm mOxm, customs, border
protection, trade enforcementdco §ed am®» womesy
Congress ©m. 99em00 w6 D@ HND DEBOH ®OBIHO
oo, & B 00edd8. 80y® ¢xn®» WOSTTHON -
treaties ratify m»ox¥mo - e Bedmdr. & Heo a8
ewdssn HOsTensy e®mB. ¢p BEFNEOW BT dvy, W
ODDOWO 05%0ed8. 0® ydme DwemrHE o® dsw
8Ea¢ ¢ @ Bedm) »edthe® 98 BB @® mdend
250 OB E DL SOOI 5.

®® Onw oI &BB, ©¢ Multi-Fiber Agreement
Om HTOm 00 meed ecimed Ageed quota system
O 30, gOE® »O»E 200 O:9wdwm Bwrd®m BOHO
@ed 000 ¢®@mC quota @ OxIm gdes Hew. & Eed
B8R yd» B ew. 80 ¢w gOeWEOE OWn HOR eWE®
adens) Bw ecImed 881 CODED. em gw ged O
B 0D o er® Busim Buwr. dev® dEeds 8DBES cO=
» 060 @80 YOOI c@ew FOE® »O»E 200
RO m»O quota O 5% OIH. WO EOMO § Comed
BewdSnewsd »edthe®s 83w 0Di8siomed. US Trade
Representative o Bos¥mcewrs’ w@imddh m»OE »O8
quota ¥ OB Wmenny FOE® »OWE 200 OO
B @m meg.

BT DOIBNBWROB, @¢ qsd BWdBw O
Beodmrydr. o@me, @e08med owmemd wRced
BedBmsy sved awud, Be®ipdd sWeed gwud &m0
Omn 0D ey BBww, ¢ Act O evemBIB VB
Trade Review Act Bweo. Bsdlmsy owfsed, ©icm
seed Senatorse we¢emzm - Senator Jerry Moran,
Senator Lisa Murkowski, Senator Grassley, Senator Mitch
McConnell, Senator Thom Tillis Chellis, Senator Susan
Collins, Senator Todd Young vz agw - SHe@mds smewes
O OWn ©OC aCT OBE COeBTIB .
e, & smyens’ BOBID HeTiery? B¢ »Hde® alBe
DEDC® BnBBOSWD ecsies B0 E»O Congress
vord gm®Bws - approval o - @@ esIHO gy BB
@OEBBIB) NG,

E»8 g8 BosTery ¢ »EBs® EEFE ©®
Senatorsci© G Sx¥m @z, House of Representativesd
membersE0 mSr WO Vo, BaEr. Ome@z»d unilateral
tariff ¢oz¥s D1 E0BeBOSw & BBw wden B cm g
BemDO, u@ 48 e I» o dEmcws esimO
A5y 1008000 B¢ 00 ICH® O DB E¢HIHO
QY. B DO Eegwwed yIDI, & 60 ¢men» Joint
Resolution &m2 @0ed mSE0 S50 BOSw 850y g DHHS
mSsim. Joint Resolution oma wowost dm mosim gy
0¥ @@ o @deaddVedsl B»Ogn WOTHO O
RIDOBIE eI dEsI, 2025 Trade Review Act &z
o). I Yowldmdn 008 gud JemEeEsI0 CH® ICE
DHOBID).

g Ded® OO e® mdemes Om WO OBE.
Senator Mike Crapo »®8 ¢»0 oewemd dez Finance



247 208Ee®5nd 248

[061 0085 egd®coes @wmn]

Committee de2z8 Chairman. ged coess mzigm yBoedBe
Bne a8 00 »Swd IO O™ »O BOTHO .
House Committee on Ways and Means$ o¢z¥0s odewsy
8. @y House of Representatives8 gxiost ©®iziazn
Bem Hoine Bewldme »08sY. gwsd ©edd House
Committee on Foreign Affairs$ ewoesBOcwe. @Bsy @® Coess
DBIE® OWELHD WOTIHO dBY:.

2380 ¢TI0 1T, EDEE JOY Br50IesBOSwWD
BBur wdr Bedmdr Bwes. JIm ovied. »gs & 88w
B0 y©rewdy Dfest sy ©® edmemd US Trade
Representative- USTR - emems snwr. ¢’ &8sy ol
B §dOEw@ 8OV wWsT ewemd ¢@ B8 R ®Be®
DOEDEW WHHD. RV ICTD), SeERs e¢m ¢IHo.
00857 @80 9eem I YOO, e® wm 6D BEICD. 8
0 emdemnaBsy - angle ®»Bs3 - US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio® ©®asI0 m»oeosmo dvn. 8 ¢ Eg®
@085y 9uimds, ®EY cO8sT @ImryDr. HNMB, B
08 delegation ©mz wDEo; ¢ey 08w OO
delegation ®= @DE); Bwdr0®n, mBeTSw E¥® @dn
OO gOHCD BOITA®® B WSeO®.

des¥®, American administration ez 882 yocssy
OBy On. e®ime, 06 NP ¢l Bedmrds, ©dwesd
Onwer. Socisl 90U Bwmdl, e® yBdicm dg Ovy OB
OB B 0 BGdRD BOY mdredd Bum &r0nlesB
cvedamOow - Special Counsel to the President - Bwx oo,
"z @@ »38" BweEs. 98 & e anen® Bedmd
©® y@». § Ded®, “rNJuBOcwed vFved eOR Waadd,
0dds emmd, D GEE Bem VWemI® Senatorscr ©®
tariff ©w:90 S5 gw. devwm® g8 o@mmle mOBIH
Ry 3O 9Swd? Coeds mIhm eI Vel BBESE I
wedthae® physically »®2 9@, we have to conduct
productive diplomacy. ewoe 080w Coss mothm O
8Eedew Bword®Om mOmO vy & o®me, 0® Bwwd
44 5B g OO g ged Jod gumwy Wedywd
80 v SFE DD HE®, 9, coconut-activated
carbon, tea, iron, cinnamon §R® v® WednwmO® ceme
Be 8L 00m, 0@ g semdeds. a8 Hpddrn
WO, Hetd ©0edD BBEo. HEST 10D @m0 ¢
2BEsesT® ©® dE LD Baem Oned »nOY
@mEH 9OF LrxnleBOdwr griesy. OHeO e®@imdag
208 guEHOCO 0dxlen’? god #oc® Wedpwe RS
aemen BedpdE ocim & 9308 8D Om.
Bmemw @8 eOm. e@ime, 9FEO g8 o0x Bwo, ¢8O
Be »00mBTOw ¢88 dn Bwo. & Ded® dB Sfer aBS
eOmn. &5 EDnm Wid DEd»D. BDemimwsy g8d
@D, G0® 8e ¢8O eOmD. Jed LSuTHO® O
@O,

S0 ®® 0® mdmuy Besiey Aoy ¢8 Snd e®
css IMF oms ofm @@ Debt Sustainability Analysis -
DSA - om0 887 e 808u0m0 «8 Hwc. AIROSIEo
) OO vy, IMF 9 ewddzn meg 2033 gecr @vw
e0dsiny 0. HES, vyBe csw Bl mer 2028 geEy v
e0dsim. & o®umwe? a8 »O8 8EF O® oyed Bocd

WBCEIDG EBTOE SNIBBOCHmede ey ¢® oxi5,
Ex3e G 0Ym, &. 2028 d8sed e endxrIm 5O gud 8¢
D5 gug 288m DBV eDvwE HATY WOBID, PVE
Goess Goers® yhanws »HABH WOsID). e®ew® yA D
B¢ Bwewd 448 5005 0m00, 20l 28R VIRLOEO
CGER a8 O ew0, Hdvicmw af) O om0, Sefen af
DOm0, e® @88 »HITDLET 0@ O e Ows
06 Dswmed BESrems 0OmD. Sod ¢ emerecd
DBO® #E® WEITH@EO® D18 WO» EOWBBIO
bonus endsim e B ecm abgcen @B o0
Bedm. §10®@8mn dtes dmsew 0905 ¢ 0® A¢ BHwdd
50535 B8 8. 9memd ged JO0 e®ime edsiesy?

28 ¢E® SvoW 0BY. ged FwE® Bedped
BEeemdBs Bwwd 40 wslest @e®dme  Onfessy
Emsewd. ¢e88mn edege omed BYwmen wuwm god
wended wewdcBwsy acy @80y BDReds] sider D100
OmEmO RPSIO dBwr Bedmds ¢? o® dcung adycw
Beadmdr. @® ddung adgcs nE aEHD l® mead ged
©wdEsNOmOD 805y e¢sieny oW a8 s edxIH
vy, qesy »Fsd 30 eI BweEr. 0O Bewddnm
D HBOE BDEI BNY, BOO Gotsr mIFm B - active -
O BEedew Bwn®m . »O® zoom wimdkd
8OO @I O RBezTesy @ o®» oE8
0e BoEr. 0@m ¢80 »FFOGE. e®ime, ©®
yBO0m g ONE Bedmdr COOE BenE y@rthwemO. ol
5@ wEC @B, @@ ydmw O WS WO e §Bd
B s¥mmO @, dismiss ey, vy ooy mywr.
"8, »8 a8 @D WOTHO, WOTHO" BOD. IwB ©©
aed, omd ¢ 88w, »Oe ¢» 83w God, J m»edthe®
s BODD Hood Bwecr. D o B8O cdndent
G @¢BID CBw gewewns 00 Bedm .

©® @dwm Drewsl Wore e Besiey W@&BE.
BB mdwme e@mB. 9I8s ¢ LR VE Heiy
3DEed 88 owldzn WE PBICWD FHEO Wedywd
850 Beadn B wn gemRs GumED BednHOEO BHH
Bean 88 m0E®»D 9D C 053 BB OO 6w
G esd Gy me omDBHedE 28 dv ewlsrn ®Er. GO
& 8©00, garment pieces e 808. a8 RO & 8D @y
WO B @8 0@ MG &HhmD owddsn e
ey e BWedHDCO Boadnmy B @b w»oxIH
B, o@me, @8 0® 00 gucedd; @® ©ma HSwd
$0¢e08; BBymdD @¢edB. S0 vy, Sue edcwn
O BB, G0d, DE OC, 518 ond edm GBI
odcan i e®me, 00 8yey O» w0 WEEIO®
@968, 00 D100 =0 J» VEEIOR BHIWE. ervd®d g
Bosiess.

g D1ed® @O Bwsie @88, son 0D »EY
Bog s8s e -6380wF8m0- 0® yEmed §ye o
018 BEodew av wmed mOsIm0 By DO.

e®ime, @@m Jed ®OED BHMD Yy e YIB!,
dcemg wiSm yEnes. o@ems’ denmg dSm
Oswnes BESrwme Omnd. ® nsme ne a8
OmYnwidewsy @End »Ogn @WOT®  dun. @8
5B BOs Daews’ ednd. god dame edmne. god 018
Bodg o0Dmd. & 0Dmdm® JTem® Bweom O



249 2025 sedd 09 250

o®emen w8duE8n 8O0 ®cdO ErndeBDdweds,
Seds DoROB. & wows @8 ewg FHOSeD gcens @®
8®0 B FOGO Ynew @csIm Ay 8 92l mes, 8wddo
©@mNO. el ey ODBwiens, @i deod®
Fewdss DEmw B ww OB 93w OFO »Oyn RS
D0d®, 20RO v § CODE w®WICH® PO, OWYnHD
DOGn BBO w8 Drewsy ewddsn Ol a8 9e8us
0. J 8oEE 988us meg wdmdewsy. 88 9 83500
000 00T eIy Bwer. o@me, @® 93 Bedmy ¢®d;
BB BDeesY @® 6O @mMR O5THO o).

40 DREWs’ OO Ce EBVEBIEN eNECIWE
BoIm®. qe® Wedned wagy dBw 350,0000 D&n
Beadmrdn. O B8y ce 120 &b -cFs 104, 15
an0- @I, eI @® B, ALY BOD Died D AG®
R 0eE HO8 ged 6ed cdon e Beasies’. 6O v
B, & FedndE “mrm0d o1 BmEs, 08 0® Bwy miay
00 B0 OBIB). WO 3 IMF dwf
DB WMOE, HBBIBHS NEO®O e BOwsd ©®®
@D O, 2028 cvdstm Bedm e DR BEede
e »6 oxvm. IMF om B2ed, 20338 e e0dxin
8057 05im BuE. 98 B ¢Es ©mdsdn 805 OuIv.
e® »om O8O Bewrsd @8 eI a®GOm DEOBo.
e®me, 2025, 2026 9o 2027 28808 oung @:88m DEXm
@D0wR sl HATH BOBTH 8B 00, OO Ben @@ a0
2DeEGed O eDNEDT, BXDD eDNED Bn® YoBBE
BwddmO @008 a8 wdwidewsy & 0Dneds’ evd 83m
PO O 0 gdEGEed YK WO Do.

BnBa.
6, OBl  BweBow Bwmo Bewdss

3@ ®0)

(orenrflg warlbs pwdtian - QgTiflsv Nrd oewwdsi)

(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Labour)

©0 Bomle emn®B, D:80® Vogue Tex (Pvt.)
Limited Be» @wonmed D@ =»o» oddmndsy 1,244
et Sod 8 80 @ Dismwm B eI @O
5y oD OO v 0D Beasier’, IR Orn WY
moemeB. & Bastesy, USA tariff o= Beo & gowmors
g 6 Bedmdl, bonus e¢xim BRed By Beco.
omed 0Onw, Sod ged s BOWO WBwEed
20mDB0W  OFYD. @g Do 3O»  mDBOR
SO TeOmD. god g@mened eFHORSVS, »OWS
2000868 SHHDERBOY cuecd &8z Bedmd, ©®
0®5IVewsy B85 ©18v eDE ®OYH BOBIBY Bwo.
©0 Bee s0EHROB, 0@ime ¢8 B, 0@ Wdens @®
BIBw6O gog vyl Bur. 8, 88 cvece 8co Bedmdo
©® y@E»BO O eDE e®w Boimsens WOBIBY BwBEo.
@eHI® EHARE.

(m»®mS

S Berdss HSDI1zNEHD )

(oreryflg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Nimal Palihena. You have 14 minutes.

®0 (@00¢x1) CrI®BNETY ¢8DY 5 Vs
(omevsr L@ (weudbBhwit) @) TroBTHeIT i FH6TT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@S Bewdus mO51emR )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Member? State the
point of Order, please.

[6® ¢0ededE, 2025.03.19 8238 @0; m>rrsmn@ed
Boewlww 688 0o a@20¢5Y @802 Pwmcd Ircd e85
Semarcs g0 c&.]
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FUTBTWHIDT HL L _enenLitiy e/l (sweUGHNIT) B)TTLopTS56or
YT yeuiseafisr 2 _eogullsrg/ Gy parll/spailigiity
G Apysoinn s g1

[At this stage, as per the Order made by Hon. Speaker on
19.03.2025, the live telecast of the Hon. Ramanathan Archchuna’s
speech is suspended.]

©G (000¢ex1) Cr®BNEET ¢8O0 Bwmo
(omeisrfl@ (sweusbdli) @rrobrSHesT Sjiddres)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

It is under Standing Order No. 92(2).

®S Bewdsns G151 mR )
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is the point of Order?

@G (00081) Cr®BNEET ¢8O Bwmo

(oreisrfl@ (sweusbBli) @TrobrSHesT SiddesT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, it is about Parliamentary procedures not being
followed in this Parliament. I would like to take a minute
to express my concern. It is under Standing Order No. 92

Q).

@6 Berdss HSOIzNEHD)
(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

It is not relevant here, by the way.

@0 (eDexs) Crd®s%0esy g&dGHI Onm

(omessTyifl@ (sweusSlwi) @) rrobrEesT o)iddresT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, it is a request to raise a question saying that the
Parliamentary procedures are not being followed.

®6; Bewndss HO1zNEHD)

(orerflg Wrdd surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Standing Order No. 92(2) does not state that, Hon.
Member.

@G (000ex1) Cr®BNETT ¢8O Bwmo
(omessrfl@ (sweusbBli) @TrobrSHeT i)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, shall I read it?

@6 Beadts OGBS
(wrevrfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi SjeuTger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes.
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@G (000¢x1) Cr®BNEEY a8DY 5 Bumo
(oreryfl@ (sweudglwui) E)TrmioprEer o)idgerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
Standing Order No. 92(2)(a) states, I quote:

"A member may in any proceedings question whether proper
procedures have been or are being followed by making a point of
order except at a time when a division is in progress."

6 Bearadss HOznEDDO)

(orevwsryLllg Lrdld FuTBTWST SjauiTssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

It is not relevant here, please. You can go through the
Standing Orders. I can send it to you, if you wish to read
that.

@G (00Dex1) Cr®BNEET abDY s dnmo
(orenTfl@ (sweudbglwi) @ TmioprEesr )i daHerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, it is in Standing Order No. 92(2)(a).

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(oreryflg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Nimal Palihena. You have 14 minutes.

[e.20. 11.54]

®0 BOE sBeds Dwvmo

(orerLyflg Blosv LOGamer)

(The Hon. Nimal Palihena)
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@G (000¢x1) Cr®BNEEY ¢8DY s Bumo
(orenrfl@ (sweudglwui) E)TmioprEer o)idgerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

G Beardss HSOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, is your point of
Order under Standing Order No. 92(2)(a)?

[0® ¢OedredE, 2025.03.19 &3 @0; > szrwsmzn@ed
Bowiws 888 oo cs@m¢sy ¢bd8rs Pwmied @S1ed eSS
S gu8Qo0» G&.]

[B)FFn5i LSSV 2025.03. 19245 ez
FUTBTWISTIG L L WML OTRTLIEG (sDUGHMIT) (BT TLOBTH60T
gigamerr  ysuiseaflsr 2 _ewgullsigs  Cpry  saflpailuriiy
G plyssiin i gr]

[At this stage, as per the Order made by Hon. Speaker on
19.03.2025, the live telecast of the Hon. Ramanathan Archchuna’s
speech is suspended.]

LOITSdTLILO] S

@G (000¢x1) Cr®BNEEY ¢8O 5 Dvmo

(orenTfl@ (sweudglwi) @) TmioBrEesr o)idaHerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Yes, under Standing Order No. 92(2)(a), Sir. Let me
explain this. I am referring to Section 22(2) under Part II
of the Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. Let me read
it out.

G Berdss HSOI1zNEHR )
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You cited Standing Order No. 92(2)(a).

@0 (@0D¢1) Cr®BNETY ¢85 Vs

(orer Ll (sweugglwi) E)rmiopraer o)idgerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, this is Section 22(2) under Part II of the
Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act.

®6 Beradss mAOrznEm )
(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay.

@G (000¢1) Cr@BNEET ¢8O 5 Bvmo
(orenTfl@ (sweudbglwir) @) TrBrSHeiT )i daerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

It states, I quote:

“Every breach of the privileges of Parliament which is specified
in the Schedule to this Act (whether in part A or Part B thereof)
shall be an offence under this Part punishable by the Supreme Court
under the provisions hereinafter contained in that behalf.”

Then, let me also quote Section 8 of Part B of the
Schedule in the Act.

“Prevarication or other misconduct as a witness before
Parliament or in committee.”

Sir, let me explain that in Sinhala. 8cwecsy Boxis ©®O
8ge0sy, 8. @® EEedsIned WY ¥3 D168 WSO
BweEo 0O 5O, dm w®ydenewsy punishable offence
o B ode BeEy Bedzmd. OInemd Ood
Parliamentary Privileges m»&8@e Bedsfersy. ®od Privileges
amd, ©0 » WOBTH gdEND eesiny Bwcy ©© Sod
Buor ¢¥rw. S oo myw ©¢edB Om »OK ©f,
®od 3 ©® Bwy B ecwx’ - Ican promise on my
father and mother who are not in this world - o RBaEo
208 IOE IFNE®, ©® OO BWIEd OB WIB) WHOE 68D
Bmne 0 80 gF8J0 Beadmds. &wm, abreach of
Privilege. g2 o1 0 OO0 0 gdedd @csiv.
That is a serious issue for me.

®S Bewdsns S50 mR )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I saw that there was a letter given by
you yesterday, in which you had only explained your
position and that was not a matter of Privilege. I think,
today, you have handed over another letter.

@G (000e1) Cr®BNETT ¢8O Bwmo
(omessryifl@ (sweusSlwi) ErrbrEesT SyidaresT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Yes, Sir.

@6 Berdss HSOI1zNEHDS)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi euiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

We would go through that. Still, I have not seen it.
The Parliament Secretariat informs me that there is such a
letter handed over by you this morning. We would go
through it today and take necessary action tomorrow.

®©0 (e0Dexs) CrI®BNETT ¢8O0 Bwmo

(omessTyifl@ (sweusSlwi) @) rrobrEesT SjiddresT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Kindly understand, Sir, that it is not against the Chair
or the Hon. Speaker. It is regarding a serious misconduct
by the

[cresmed ¢es 888 9O woz GE.]
[ysaNrrFsds s 1L_swentitiy yaEHMLILIL Bsireng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

he has made a false statement.

®6; Bendss HSOr1znEHD)

(oresryflg Urdld surprwsT Hjeurger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, as I assured you - I have gone through
the letter you gave yesterday, which is a letter of
explanation, and I have not seen today’s letter, but the
Parliament Secretariat told me that there is such a letter -
we would go through it and take necessary action.
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@G (000¢x1) Cr®BNEEY a8DY 5 Bumo

(oreryfl@ (sweudglwui) E)TrmioprEer o)idgerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Thank you, Sir.

And, there is one more thing, Sir. I have never ever
intended to make any false statement regarding the
Muslim community or any other religion. So, please go
through that.

6 Bearadss HOznEmO)

(orevwsryLilg Lrdld FuTBTWST SjauiTssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I saw that in your letter of explanation, which was
handed over yesterday.

@G (000¢1) Cr®BNEEY ¢8O 5 Vs
(orenTfl@ (sweudbglwi) @ TmioBrEesr )i daHerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
Thank you, Sir.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath. You have
seven minutes.

[0 12.12]

@S (eedexs) 9ecBwun®8 88xm0s ®wm

(orenrflg (sweugglwir) @ ewemwgioll AnBrs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath)
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versmidlulbhss.  Gurmliysrer
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UPIBL SSHIHTD Y TF SeweveuiasEhd wreul L Lilalhsslsh
@ueilesr  Chairman  sjeuisepd  eTHlisTesslsd  @)g1
FOUBSLTET sp(h CFwHUTL L psiTEleT(HdhE CousnT(R6)LossT
BTeT B)hd @SBV susdumis5Slds Casl(hd GlasreralssrGmeir.
TQerenflsd, meul L SH6T sumIeHIOEDW [ EHBTLOTD, BTL 1607
QUITHTTHTTSHWS 6TIOLOTED FTTHd OaTaT(HEIFVV (LPpIgWITS.

HL_b%b
(3)6L6VTH G 60T
usBaum  eusmauileYiid
S| TFTBISLD 6T6ITM

OjiglitenL_ufled, BT 6w

6TLDG] LOTEUL L Fl6D LI 6u6TBIGST @) (HBHITD6T. 9biE,
sOmivrsgiempenw  Llalpssl  CFinuCeusirigw  GHemeu
B)(h&HdTmGI. 610Gl WTeul L SFleiT BTl LGS ullsd wrhsdey
STETD @ SpaETer Foy EGSASTDS. IJYHSU LGIullsd
FHMIOTSSHIEDMEDILI CuibuBSSHIUSMTL TH Qs rifled
QUTIILILEHEDOT 2 (HUTHBEHI g W FHSTLILLD () (HEHleTmGI.
sTedfleniid, 9|bs @)L Gzlsv high security prison spesremm -

To the Hon. Minister of Justice and National
Integration, I have a request. A feasibilty study has been
proposed by the Ministry of Justice and National
Integration to have a high security prison on an island in
Batticaloa. Currently, the prison is situated in the centre
of the Batticaloa City. At the DCC, we opposed that
proposal and expressed our opinion. The prison is situated
in the central part of the City and the proposed site is a
beautiful island which could be developed for tourism in
the future. Therefore, we will definitely bring our request
to your attention through the Chairman of the DCC. Your
concern regarding this matter is very important. The
prison is in the middle part of the City and it will create a
lot of problems for our community in the future. So,
please consider our request. All the Members of the DCC
have also taken a decision to request the Government
regarding this matter. So, please give a proper solution to
that. Also, there is no need to use that island for high
security purposes.

IBDSsI, urrTepweTn 2 milleTiseTTS W eTRISETH]
UTGISTLUL  FDOUBSLTHS SHeuarbblFasSs Goussr(h6lsTm
Carhdbenasenil BIBIGST &HLbb O LOTSBIGETTS (LPETENaUSSI
QUGS STEDTID. HTHILET @& FIDLIHSLOTS GClBETT6U FLITHTUIST
ST EH S G LD
o_flw FlETileEnds @D s1gsbepad 9 plaldsHdalsTGnmib.
eTesflenid, @)Fiuewr @) FOUBSLTS  6THS  (LPlgeLD
T(HSSLILIL_afl6Vsn6v. ®)hs el wgglev ST F IS LD
Sl Fwwrss QFwpL@SeTDST?
Carermisleimgl. BrTHIGET @)%
Qurgevevrid, 2 M LFled HefldbsliLbeuglevensy. sTeTGou,
@bs allLwsde Gsmenryey ewwdsi o flw HouaTdhamss
QFass5 Causnr(helwerds Cosl (D Gl TeiTdslsst@medr.

QUITEIEHET UTSHIGTLIL — HDLOFF(HdELD

6TEOTM)| 6T 6UIT T &5

FOUbSWLTHS CHLGLD

G Berdss HOI1zNEHD )

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath, your time is up.

@G (e00ex1) 9ecBwun®8 83mosy ®wm
(orer Ll (sweugglwr) G ewemwgiol AnBTs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath)
Sir, give me thirty seconds, please.

260

Hon. Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary
Affairs, please consider our security needs. We have
made that request several times, but have not received
any responsible reply regarding that.

Thank you.

0 Bewddss 5065

(orenryflg Wrdld suTBTWST SjeuTasiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi. You have 12
minutes.

[&.090. 12.20]

@S D08 end3g16dS Bwmo

(orenryfl@ Folls QapL i1yoyrad)

(The Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi)
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Only a superior system is to be implemented. So, do
not take the risk until you would know that it is fully
functional because the exporters are having major
problems. The cost of capital is about 18 per cent. So, if
you try to put this also in place, it would only be an
additional burden. Ensure that you have a live transaction.
If you have automatic dispensations, where you have the
input and the output matched, then there would be no
problem at all.

We all are saying this in good spirit. It is not that we
are trying to say no to this. If that is the case, then we
would be doing the same thing that you all did when we
ran the economy, having protests every day holding
placards. That is not the intention. Take what we,
professionals, say in the correct spirit. It was mentioned
here by the Hon. Minister (Dr.) Anil Jayantha also that if
there is no satisfactory resolution, you all will resort to
that. And, you also mentioned the same. Therefore,
ensure that what we say is taken in good spirit and do not
create any further problems for the people who bring in
dollars to this country, the exporters. And in this problem
of SVAT, please consider the deemed exporters also.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Does the House agree to extend the
time until today’s Proceedings are concluded?
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(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, are you concluding now?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake?
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha]

2002 38010058 esm e GE.

[0 Bewses 220298 Gereszroozed) Sa. |

GWpaflsv gL .

[woravryflg Ardlé FurBrwsi Syanisar SemsVsHLD UBIGETTH6N.]
Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]

1 & doxfes s ewd@send emdeuns ¥ Jwed HJw
Gl Hewlw oz GE.

lytb oursssid FL' 1 ApsVGSlaor LGS B)hss Cousdr(h6lwsrs
L1 ewemufl_ L1 1 .

Clause 1, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

2 O DosIBw6.- (2002 gom 14 ¢o» smen 2
05 DOsIBw teenddmwe BIO)
urgsLd 2.- (2002910 oy evrigsir 14910 Bevdbe &
FLL et 290 Lifleweud; FlhogI56L)
CLAUSE 2. - (Amendment of section 2 of Act. No. 14 of 2002)

©C (80008w) aBF SwsIm Swmo

(wrerfle (seorplg)) Spefled ewibs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Planning
and Economic Development, [ move,

(€))] “In page 2, leave out all words in line 1 and insert:
“Sri Lanka, with effect from October 1, ;
) “In page 2, leave out all words in line 20 and insert:

‘October 1, 2025,"; and’ ” ; and
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3) “In page 2, leave out all words in line 25 and insert:

‘machinery imported prior to October 1,”

o0aldzy BEw» gpw «@» gamas S@sz 8, @ws
8®®» Ses.

Blms B missir Gl L (B) eTmmydsCIsrararLii’ 1 g.

Amendments put, and agreed to.

2 O OosVFw, teowlldmmicensy, sms emHdsend
ez w;Swd BIws gnwbl Hewlw mox» G&.

2yth  urFH  FBSSLIIL L UTTY —FL L APEISHINT  LIGHMITS
B)w55 Ceorusmt(p)6loerrds 1’ 1_swemuil_rii’ 1 gy.

Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

3 80 12 o2 DoV v emQ@send emideuas wSwed
B @29 w8 Bewlow o .

3y aursssBlemps 1294 eurssw suswr FLLEpaIssleor
UGBTI ()55 Cerssr(B)elosrrss s 1_soemuil i’ 1 gy.

Clauses 3 to 12 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

13 & doxTBe.- (3D yedBed 83 O
DosIBe reraddmwe BBO)

surgasid 13.- (pseiTewnd FL L aurdhsdler 83910

ifleweud 3l mdsize)
CLAUSE 13.- (Amendment of section 83 of the principal enactment)

@0 (§0D08w) @B F SwsIm Swmo
(e ifle (50rHi5) opmflss suips)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Sir, I move,

) “In page 13, leave out all words in line 18 and insert:
2011 but prior to October 1,2025 " ;
?2) “In page 13, leave out all words in lines 22 and 23 and insert:

‘(3) for any period commencing on or after October 1, 2025-
y p g
(a) a period of one month-

(i) where any person considers as an eligible
exporter under this Act;

(ii) where any person has commenced any business
or any project in Sri Lanka and undertakes to
comply with the requirements specified in
subsection (7) of section 22;

(iii) where any person supplies goods or services to
any Strategic Development Project under item
(xx) of paragraph (b) of Part III of the First
Schedule to this Act during the project
implementation period or any specified project
identified by the Minister under item (xxi) of
paragraph (b) of Part III of the First Schedule to
this Act;” ” ; and

(3)  “In page 14, leave out all words in lines 9 to 13 (both inclusive)
and insert:

‘products derived from plants cultivated on land or in a

green house, and include products that have undergone

preliminary processing steps such as cleaning, sizing,

sorting, grading, cutting or chilling for the purpose of

DY)

sale; ’.

oewldey BEw» gpw «@» gams S@sz 8, @ws
808» Sas.

Bl S Bmmsir NGlbHLILIL (B) MY CIBTaTeTLILIL L 5.

Amendments put, and agreed to.

13 & dwsYHe, toewllBmmicensy, smns emdsend
o082 ;S0 BIw gwl Hewlo »oxm E.

13 y1b  ounrssd BBSGSLILIL L UTHY FLL_APEUISHIOT  LIGHUITS
B 5% Cousvvr(B6lweards gL’ 1 ewemuill_ i’ 1 g.

Clause 13, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

14 e 15 020 O0298 s emQ@send emdwn wded
BIs gz b8 Bewlo mom GE.

149410, FL1_apaVg gl
B) 15555 CousssrH)oloerrds w1 L_ewemufl_ i’ L gy.

Clauses 14 and 15 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

15241b CUITFSHBIHET UGBS

gt Dorife ww 2080s omn emQOsend emdsnl
0750 HIes gl Hewde o &

o822 0w, 3:00I2 efmE Osbmr 02 &

FLUL DTG UTFSAPLD FEWGVLILILD FL L APSUGSBI LIGSUITS (3) 1555
Covusor(H)elosvrds o1 1_smemull i’ 1 gj.

FLL_PsVLD F1555BI%5 6151 60T il snds CMF w1 ).

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.

@G (89002863) @B F Bswsdn Swmo
(wrabr e () o guis)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Sir, I move,

"That the Bill, as amended, be now read the Third time".

I also request permission to correct the language and
typographical errors, grammatical errors, numerical
errors and make consequential Amendments to the Bill.

g 88z &Y, wwo @@z Ses.
o emQ@em SO @220 3-ealdmimicensy, nsYO»
O 2Bwdr e3®@m w0 GE.

afloarr BB (B), 6TDmYS ClsmeemLiLIL L gy

ST, BESSOL LTy pSTDTEDD
wg A’ B plenmCoupmii 1 g.

FLL_peith

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.

83300 YA 85y wOen gedde®

30D YA enrded® ewdynn »OW
BEVEITL| I 9|6WTm VBISET FL_L_SF6dT & LD
966U FHLD BHEVEITLT] | 6W)|dn 6VBIS 6T
Car@HliLeTays Sl L 1D
ASWESUMA WELFARE BENEFIT

PAYMENT SCHEME UNDER THE WELFARE
BENEFITS ACT

@6 (e0dexs) »HBve SwBedes Swmo

(oredrLyfl@ (speugglui) peflps gwgleve)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of
Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education, I
move,

"That the Aswesuma Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme made
by the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development
under Section 9 of the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of 2002,
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[0St (eeden) mHEsTe vwBedes Owmo]

relating to Welfare Benefits and published in Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2429/02 of 24" March 2025, which was
presented on 08.04.2025, be approved."

(Cabinet approval signified.)"
e E®esz 8, et es®8» Ses.
afleorir ARSHLILIL (B sTHMI%CIBTeTOTLILIL L 5.
Question put, and agreed to.

& Com0 DG A28 w: D882 DD
(2023)

B)eVBINS FIHM (PSH |SH|HTTFeDLI
openTL_MlGens (2023)
SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY: ANNUAL
REPORT (2023)

@0 (eedexs) »HBxTe BwBedes Ovmo

(orar @ (wausglui) peflbs gwiglavea)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Transport, Highways,
Ports and Civil Aviation, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority
2023 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for
the year ended 31.12.2023 and presented on 08.01.2025 under
Section 33 of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority Act, No. 51 of 1979,
be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Transport, Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation on 28.02.2025
and presented its report to Parliament on 10.03.2025)”

g S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
fleorir Bl HLILIL (B) eTHmIS CIBTeTemLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

B »BTEIE OEBMHES BBON: D258
02800 (2023)

oW HTGL 6w LirLblesrsven) e0IOIGNL 1
o emrL_Pldbens (2023)
JAYA CONTAINER TERMINALS LIMITED:
ANNUAL REPORT (2023)

®0 (e00es) »HEvTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wrerfle; (weusgwi) pafips gwiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Transport, Highways,
Ports and Civil Aviation, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the Jaya Container Terminals
Limited 2023 together with the observations of the Auditor-
General for the year ended 31.12.2023 and presented on
24.01.2025 under Section 153 of the Companies Act, No. 07 of
2007, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Transport, Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation on 28.02.2025 and
presented its report to Parliament on 10.03.2025)”

g S Y, ewr w®@m» Sa.
aflsorr @Bl BLILIL (B) eTDmIs CIBmerarLiLiL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

B G yovur ®edRw: D268%
D890 5 Ben® ymoamas (2022)
@levmiensl LGP flenaslt GLemeu:

Y NTL_M5H6WSE LD &6t &HBEHLD (2022)
SRI LANKA PRESS COUNCIL: ANNUAL REPORT
AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS (2022)

@0 (e0dexs) »HBvIe BwBedes wmo
(wrerflg (waubslwi) peflbs guiglsiven)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, I move,

“That the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts of the
Sri Lanka Press Council 2022 together with the observations of
the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2022 and presented
on 19.02.2025 under Section 14 of the Finance Act, No. 38 of
1971, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Health and Mass Media on 04.03.2025 and presented its report to
Parliament on 10.03.2025)”

g 88z 8, et @@ Ses.
aflearr BlbHLILIL(B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

$i3800¢ @D t3d: D882 Dalmed
(2023)

9w TGeus MmbHieut GLTewel: auHLThHb
Mlsews (2023)
AYURVEDA MEDICAL COUNCIL: ANNUAL
REPORT (2023)

@6 (e0dexs) »HBxTe SwBedes Swmo
(oraryfl@ (wausglut) paflbs s2wglsven)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
Sir, I move,
“That the Annual Report of the Ayurvedic Medical Council
2023 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for

the year ended 31.12.2023 and presented on 08.01.2025 under the
Ayurveda Act, No. 31 of 1961, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Health and Mass Media on 04.03.2025 and presented its report to
Parliament on 10.03.2025)”

gama S8z &Y, wws @@z Ses.
afleorr GBI (B) sTDmYIs CIBmeemLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

B o 83000 305D BB es:
D288 D800 (2022)

@ evmiens xHmievr Lilallmdd
B HTrF®L YL Mldbena (2022)
SRI LANKA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY: ANNUAL REPORT (2022)

©0 (e0dexs) »HEve BwBefes Swmo

(wrerflg (weubdlwi) peflbs guiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism, I move,
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“That the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority 2022 together with the observations of
the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2022 and presented
on 17.12.2024 under Section 20(2) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of
2005, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism on 12.03.2025
and presented its report to Parliament on 15.03.2025)”

g S Y, e ®@» Sa.
afleorir ABSHLILIL (B sTHMI%CIBTeTOTLILIL L 5.
Question put, and agreed to.

B om0 83000 83:05D® g eR:
02882 D800 (2022)
@levmiens Fnmievr Lilall(mehH Blglwiib:
o enrL_pldbens (2022)

SRI LANKA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT FUND:
ANNUAL REPORT (2022)

@0 (eedexs) »HBsTe BwBedes Ovmo
(1orerLfle; (weubdlwit) paflhs egwiglsiven)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Foreign Employment and Tourism, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Fund 2022 together with the observations of the
Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2022 and presented on
17.12.2024 under Section 23(4) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of
2005, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism on 12.03.2025
and presented its report to Parliament on 15.03.2025)”

g S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
afleorir AQSHLILIL (B sTHMISCIETeTTLILIL LG
Question put, and agreed to.

B om0 83000 305D BB es:

D288 D800 (2023)
@evmienas FnmievT HLilal(Hdbs!
B BTIF®L UHLTHS MldHens (2023)

SRI LANKA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY: ANNUAL REPORT (2023)

®0 (e00exs) »HEvTe BwBedes Ovmo
(wrerfle; (weusgwi) pafips gwiglsiven)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Foreign Employment and Tourism, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority 2023 together with the observations of
the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2023 and presented
on 05.02.2025 under Section 20(2) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of
2005, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism on
12.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on
15.03.2025)”

g 8@z 8w, et es®@» Ses.
aflsorr @Bl BLILIL (B) eTDmIs CIBmerarLiLiL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.
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B Com 83000 305D SRt
D288 D800 (2023)
@ evmiens xHmievr g LilallhegH Blglwib:

UHLTHS Y MlEems (2023)
SRI LANKA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT FUND:
ANNUAL REPORT (2023)

©0 (eedexs) »HBvie BwBefes Swmo

(1oreTLyfl@ (speuggluit) pofbs guigleven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Foreign Employment and Tourism, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Fund 2023 together with the observations of the
Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2023 and presented on
05.02.2025 under Section 23(4) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of
2005, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism on
12.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on
15.03.2025)”

g 88z &Y, wwo e3O@z Ses.
afleoarr BB (B) 6TDmYS ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

BB 8@ s 8050 LeddEw:
D288 D800 (2019)
CaAw LsHTEmemT ailevniF, IjLilalHdbaldF
FemL: Yy ewrL_Mlsens (2019)

NATIONAL LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT BOARD:

ANNUAL REPORT (2019)

@6 (e00exs) »HBvTe BwBides @wmo

(oredrLyfl@ (speugglui) peflbs gwgleve)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture,

Livestock, Land and Irrigation, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the National Livestock
Development Board 2019 together with the observations of the
Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2019 and presented on
14.02.2025 under Section 23 of the State Agricultural
Corporations Act, No. 11 of 1972, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation on 28.02.2025 and
presented its report to Parliament on 04.03.2025)”

g S8z 8, e @@z Sas.
allearr aflGlabsLL (5) eTmmys Gls e L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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B©18m ened® e2®BB8E @800
810®: D882 D800 (2021/2022)
uemTwMIGHLILL L G&TpbL C&TLoTeagsD
o 14 L 9L Pléems (2021/2022)

COLOMBO COMMERCIAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED:
ANNUAL REPORT (2021/2022)

@6 (e0Des) »HEvTE BwBedes Ovmo

(orarflE (peuggluit) pefihs g2wslavev)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock, Land and Irrigation, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the Colombo Commercial
Fertilizers Limited 2021/2022 together with the observations of
the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.03.2022 and presented
on 18.12.2024 under Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of
1971, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation on 28.02.2025 and
presented its report to Parliament on 04.03.2025)”

g S8z 8, e e3@@» Ses.
fleorir PSHLILIL (B) THMI%CIHBTeTOTLILIL L 5.
Question put, and agreed to.

BB ey @dOT HEOI®S R
FBBBIB: D8 D800 (2022)
Cadlw 9 misuewL_d&@HL1 Lilbglw
(PSTEMLDGHGI6U BIMI6USLD: Y 6WTL_1)demdH
(2022)

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF POST-HARVEST
MANAGEMENT: ANNUAL REPORT (2022)

@0 (eedexs) »HBve BwBedes Ovmo

(wrerfle (weusgwi) pafips gwiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture,

Livestock, Land and Irrigation, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the National Institute of Post-
Harvest Management 2022 together with the observations of the
Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2022 and presented on
05.02.2025 under Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of
1971, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation on 28.02.2025 and
presented its report to Parliament on 04.03.2025)”

g 8@z 8w, et es®®» Ses.
aflsorr BB (B) eTDmIs GCIBmeramLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

BOresBn B ¢ 0 ®: D2E8™
D800 (2015/2016)
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NATIONAL PAPER COMPANY LIMITED: ANNUAL
REPORT (2015/2016)

@0 (e0Dexs) »HBvTe BwBedes vmo

(wrerflg (waubdlwit) peflbs eguiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Industry and

Entrepreneurship Development, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the National Paper Company
Limited 2015/2016 together with the observations of the Auditor-
General for the year ended 31.03.2016 and presented on
08.01.2025 under Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of
1971, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Industry and Entrepreneurship Development on 04.03.2025 and
presented its report to Parliament on 11.03.2025)”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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MANTAI SALT LIMITED: ANNUAL REPORT AND
ACCOUNTS (2020/2021)
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(wrerfle (weubglwit) pafibs guiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Industry and

Entrepreneurship Development, I move,

“That the Annual Report and Accounts of the Mantai Salt
Limited 2020/2021 together with the observations of the Auditor-
General for the year ended 31.03.2021 and presented on
18.12.2024 under Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of
1971, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Industry and Entrepreneurship Development on 04.03.2025 and
presented its report to Parliament on 11.03.2025)”

G S8z &Y, ewr @@z S,
el flBlabsLLIL(5) Tmmys GCls eI L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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SRI LANKA HANDICRAFTS BOARD: ANNUAL
REPORT (2022)

@0 (e0Dexs) »HBvTe BwBedes Ovmo
(1orerflg; (eubdlwit) paflhs egwiglsiven)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Handicrafts Board
2022 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for
the year ended 31.12.2022 and presented on 05.02.2025 under
Section 64 of the National Crafts Council and Allied Institutions
Act, No. 35 of 1982, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Industry and Entrepreneurship Development on 04.03.2025 and
presented its report to Parliament on 11.03.2025)”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD OF
CEYLON: ANNUAL REPORT (2022)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Industry and

Entrepreneurship Development, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the Industrial Development Board
of Ceylon 2022 together with the observations of the Auditor-
General for the year ended 31.12.2022 and presented on
18.02.2025 under Section 39 of the Industrial Development Act,
No. 36 of 1969, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Industry and Entrepreneurship Development on 04.03.2025 and
presented its report to Parliament on 11.03.2025)”

g S@esz &Y, etwr e3®@z Ses.
fleorir QGBI (B THMISCIBTeTOTLILL L g
Question put, and agreed to.
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NATIONAL CRAFTS COUNCIL: ANNUAL REPORT
(2023)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Industry and

Entrepreneurship Development, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the National Crafts Council 2023
together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the
year ended 31.12.2023 and presented on 21.01.2025 under
Section 20 of the National Crafts Council and Allied Institutions
Act, No. 35 of 1982, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Industry and Entrepreneurship Development on 04.03.2025 and
presented its report to Parliament on 11.03.2025)”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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CENTRAL CULTURAL FUND: ANNUAL REPORT
(2016)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Buddhasasana,

Religious and Cultural Affairs, I move,

“That the Annual Report of the Central Cultural Fund 2016
together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year
ended 31.12.2016 and presented on 05.02.2025 under Section 9
(4) of the Central Cultural Fund Act, No. 57 of 1980, be
approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs on 08.03.2025 and
presented its report to Parliament on 12.03.2025)”

gamas S8z &Y, wws @@z Ses.
aflerr @Gl HLILIL(5) TDmYsGCIBTeTearLILIL L gy,
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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I 5098588 WO .
aflsorir sTBISSNMIDLILIGNIDDS).
Question proposed.

6 Beardss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Adjournment Motion to be moved by the Hon.
Ajith P. Perera. You have 15 minutes.
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PROMOTION OF SOLAR POWER GENERATION
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have exhausted your time.
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The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara to second the
Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon. Ajith P. Perera.
You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, you have exhausted your
allocated time.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe. You have
16 minutes.
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Sir, I propose that the Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. (PROF.) SENA NANAYAKKARA took the Chair.
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"The Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) has appointed a
committee to introduce a 'curtailment mechanism' for solar power
systems to cut production when electricity demand is low."
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e®mwle, §RoesNdit) ©0 OIEneA? I quote:

e 'Net Plus' and 'Net Plus Plus' solar producers of 100 kW
and above from 3.00pm on April 10, 2025 to 3.00pm on April 21,
2025 in order to manage the system stability during the anticipated
low demand period.

Therefore, you are requested to take necessary actions and
ensure the switch off of above categories during the defined time
period permanently. Further, please arrange a meeting to inform the
respective customers prior to the process conduct. Sample SMS (in
three languages) to inform the customers regarding the meeting to
conduct on April 8", 2025 Tuesday has already been sent to you.

The matters to be communicated to customers, are provided in
Annex 1.”
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@0 ¥5nluB BB 0O, Besnd mBwdesd Swmo
(orenryllg sarrdugd) FL L ggrent e1ib. Bl srflwlim)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Hon. Presiding Member, I rise today to express my
support for the Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon.
Ajith P. Perera, which shows serious concern over a
policy decision that threatens to derail our progress
towards achieving sustainable energy in Sri Lanka.

According to reports, the Government has proposed a
significant cut in the per unit payment for electricity
generated by newly installed rooftop solar panels from the
current rate of Rs. 27 per unit to Rs. 19, Rs. 17 and Rs.
15, depending on the system capacity. This abrupt
adjustment is not only alarming, but unjust. Sir, this is not
just a reduction, but a disincentive. It risks pushing solar
power generation into reverse at a time when we need it.
We declared our ambition boldly in September, 2020 to
generate 70 per cent of our electricity from renewable
energy by 2030.

Sir, if you look at the brief history, the effort to
incorporate renewable energy into power generation in Sri
Lanka goes back to several decades with growing focus
on solar power, thereby reducing the dependence on
imported fossil fuel such as coal and oil to generate
electricity. Notably, rooftop solar energy tariff structures
were introduced as early as 2005, laying foundation for
subsequent incentives. To facilitate widespread use of
rooftop solar panels, the Government introduced Net
Metering, Net Accounting and Net Plus schemes,
allowing consumers to feed surplus solar energy into the
National Grid in return for electricity bill payment.

Sir, let me now speak from my personal experience. I
personally opted for Net Metering. Why? Because I want
to allow my neighbour also - I think that is the matter that
the Hon. Member of Parliament from the Government
also raised - to have his right to solar power. Simply
because I have a little more money, I do not want to
install a lot of solar panels and go for net accounting,
trying to get money out of it and blocking the space for
my neighbour to use solar energy. So, one thing I want to
urge the Government is to have some regulation over
access to solar power by individual households.

They cannot monopolize it because they have money.
After all, solar power belongs to all and all should have
equal access to it. Let us not allow anybody to
monopolize it for themselves at the exclusion of their
neighbours and also the poor neighbouring village.

Sir, rooftop solar holds great promise. With solar
energy, grid stability remains a pressing concern. So, let
us encourage net metering with special incentives. The
Government seems to have no plans for solar power.
They are a little worried; they are confused. Let me tell
you, Sir, the Government will have to revisit their policy.
A lot of things have been spoken about the battery
storage for solar power. Let me warn you, battery storage
for solar power is still a technological challenge in the
world. So, do not fall for it.

Now, let me point out other options, which this
Government may have had, but not looked into seriously.
That is, to re-pump the dam water for hydropower during
the daytime, as a way forward. Using a secondary dam
would have many benefits. It would help flood-control,
the water could be reused for irrigation and to keep the
wetness in the region. ged $0g ©16& 0 emend BOD
Ded, 80 OB v ITVOHO, 9:© O 8 dc IeTO §yed
O WD 9Ens 00 Somzn’ oxim yods
yowlsmw oxm Am;. 89 gdwsd Sdfdmed 85T 2od®
I Bamrdr. 2P0 In ows’ ostesy oywr. a8 oF Qs
edrnmnem 88w §E wdevs pilot project S Do
DRY. e®m¢, secondary dam O w¢E), Bedm ym
dam &2 Bene Daewvsy 18 D8s adedtd i secondary dam
OO WO, &8 solar power 0508 mJSEs re-pump m»SH .
®® B 88w, Om D &® BOR Bedm . 5 E»
®2. 8 vwertdr ¢s5is1®, we will have a continuous supply
of hydropower. Please try to invest in this new concept.
Do not fall for this solar power battery storage. I am dead
against it. The most important thing the Government has
to take into consideration is to give an absolute, special
incentive for net metering. I personally believe Net
Accounting and Net Plus should be curtailed so that net
metering could be made available to every single
household throughout the Island with a special incentive.
Then, there would be no issue for the Government and
the grid because Net Metering would ensure that the solar
power the households generate would be used mostly for
their own purposes and they could release the surplus to
the grid during daytime.

©C §Roe8500:) OB ®o
(omessTLyifl @ HWVDLGTHIGD 2 MILINeT Sj6uissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
®0 OB, VDD Bw®m mEw ¢deomE.

DO B0BuB BB 0O, Besn® 8wl Swmo
(oressTyifl@ FeaTTslug FL L SHrent eTib. BlFTd SriflwiLim)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

I will just take one more minute, Sir.

And, especially in congested towns where air
conditioners are used during daytime, net metering
should be encouraged because the moment Net Metering
takes place in towns, solar power directly goes for their
air-conditioning and therefore, unnecessary wastage of
fossil fuel for power generation could be stopped.
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Finally, Sir, let me thank the Hon. Ajith P. Perera for
bringing this Motion. As the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake
said, do not take this in the spirit that this is just a Motion
brought by the Opposition and therefore, the Government
need not do it. Do not look at it from that point of view,
please. We are also serious about it; we personally
experience it. So, let us make that incentive available for
solar power generated by every single household as a
motto, as a policy.

Thank you very much.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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It being past 7.00 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.04 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 10th April, 2025.
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