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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.

Bo B8 BOSwed Damd
HETEHSTIIUTOTT Y BLBlullestdH 9 Mlsens
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Foreign and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Rohana Dissanayaka)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranaweera - State Minister of Rattan,
Brass, Pottery, Furniture and Rural Industrial Promotion)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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BUSES IMPORTED BY SLTB: LEASE PAYMENTS

18/2020

1. 06 o8 Bmamed Swmo
(oreryflg Caner allgrarGs)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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Sjeui @)dFemLiuiled mlailiiumrym?
(@) @eTGmev, syeir?

asked the Minister of Transport :

(a) Ishe aware that-

(i) 2,200 new buses were imported for the Sri
Lanka Transport Board in 2014; and

(i) aforesaid buses were given on lease basis?
(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether aforesaid lease payments have
been stopped since 2015; and

(ii)  if so, of the reasons for non-payment?
(¢) Ifnot, why?

O 08 eRimed Ovm (YD 3 im1n®))
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(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge - Minister of Transport)
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)

@G DOIBNEDROB, el DEHIB D IND) GLImBHEs
00 ydm»wWO BEnJd e B8R @ dn®0 €nBosin
@05, 08 0@ ydme #1ed, 0® JE 6O enn Jed B8IIw
©B@IBTVD oI DB 0@ 0ed B ey Bw. ©C
20 OA, & 9O IR B #B. @® Om» ewd &
88 qutd) uiFsven ©¢lned®sind 08x «iFsem
WOeOD B, @ ¢slesy Y, ¢ 01 BHFFOS
Bedmrydg Bwo.

OO DOILNBHROB, Oodf BgPdm gnd yE»® e®BAE.
®0 YOI BBy, Cv® A SO deom IO W WEIG
DOBO  8m 00d® ©®dx0&. Highway oexf
©OBNOODW wewr & D ©wcdBIHY @D TN, &¢
0 @m0 Cn® & »E g end® moeem wmde, Sm
B0 0 Bedmbdig, & 8 onecned SBBcWwDw@
0B Ben sOBB ydmws o1 HEE Bedmrdog
B @ gumds. 0@ mdes OmBs 9vd On Hoed
B B & o1 06 1@Bn@1e0sT qmosIm m@188.



365 2020 e2%0®28 25 366

O3S B eimed Dvmn

(worenryflg sriflest Qevrds@8s)

(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge)
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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@G D8I BeBE8 Owmo
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge)
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PRODUCTION OF VINEGAR: USE OF ARTIFICIAL TODDY
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
2605 8% Yo ¢@ivun@iensy gy yame - (1):

(a) (i) B9B8 Bdsrmred ewics ®7y CAD GOE

QeSO B0  HOedewn
Bedc;

(i) Sedmd,vd BHOedis »Dede;
W5IB) O @OV DD er¥OsIesie?

(@) () S22B8 Bdwocmde wew ®af® o ©wgo

®535Y DO,

(i) CwsB Bo wfnm 008 WG o WBB®W
S5y0ed @e91500 HELEWE D,

7@ 8Ewxtene?
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Ulrgw SepwsFmbd Bl emwdFmureraienyds Gsl L
afleor:

(o)) ealeorrdlfl 2 HuGHEE  vweaTLUBGSLILGBILD
Feellsdt  FrHFlvar  PUEIGUOSINIHEG
e pulwGevTsTn) STeRTLILIHSESTDS T
6TEITLIENS UU|LD;

(i) <G wesflev, @bwpsmmuiliish wWTEHETLIENSW|LD;

Sjeui @)dFFenLiuflsd gmfleurym?

(<)) alarrdlfl 2 PHusésE OCFwupens

HET(EMh
LwWSTLBSSLILIRH T DC H6dTLIEN Hu|Lb;

(i) Q@uerwer pFFLCUTHAT SLBiSlw GopLig
QFwmenas  FHeTEh LITOUHST  HBTSTTHSD G
9| FFM)IdH6VTE 06 LDESTLIEN S L|LD;

Ojeui eTHMISG S TeTeuTyIT?

(@) () aflerrdlfl o pusléeE Oewmsns ssren
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(il) Qrwpens H6Tei 6o eV
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2 pHugd

LIT6) 69 63T LI T6V

Ojoui @)FFemLiulled omleliiuryr?

( 2-) @erGmev, eyesr?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is a methodology to regulate
the quality of toddy, which is used to
produce vinegar; and

(it) ifso, the aforesaid methodology?
(b)  Will he admit that -

(1) artificial toddy is used to produce vinegar;
and

(if) the use of artificial toddy with chemical
toxins is a threat to the health of people?
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[061 B sBcen @wmo]
(¢)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he mentions the steps that will be
taken to prevent the use of artificial toddy to
produce vinegar; and

(ii) the short-term and long-term diseases that
can be contracted due to the use of vinegar
produced using artificial toddy?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal - State Minister of Money

and Capital Market and State Enterprise Reforms)
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(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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( 2) @er@mev, eyeir?

asked the Minister of Public Services, Provincial
Councils and Local Government:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(1) the programme of constructing 1000
bridges in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces is a programme initiated by your
Ministry; and

(i) the plan does not suit the needs of the
people in those areas?

(b) Will he inform this House in relation to that
programme -

(1) the number of bridges constructed in each
of the districts in the Northern Province;
and

(i) the names of the contractors related to those
constructions?

(c)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether the plan of the programme of
constructing the bridges was made to suit
the relevant areas; and

(i) if not, whether it was implemented
according to a plan made in a foreign soil?

(d) Will he state in relation to that programme in the

Kilinochchi District -

(i)  the number of bridges that are proposed to
be constructed;

(ii) the number of bridges for which money has
been allocated;

(iii)) the number of bridges of which

construction work has been completed out
of the bridges for which money has been
allocated;

(iv) the number of bridges of which
construction work has not been completed
out of the bridges for which money has
been allocated; and

(v) the number of bridges that are yet to be
constructed?

(e) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @sirGmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Trade:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House separately, in respect of
each year from 2015 to 2019-

(i) the amount of cow pea imported to Sri
Lanka;

(i) the amount of money spent on that;

(iii) the countries from which cow pea was
imported; and

(iv) the names of the companies that imported
cow pea?

Will he inform this House of the total amount of
money spent to import cow pea to Sri Lanka
during the said period?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Water Supply,- :

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform the House-

(1) how many Grama Niladhari Divisions, out
of those located in Divisional Secretaries'
Divisions of Galewela and Dambulla, are to
be provided with domestic water supply
connections under the “Visal Dambulla”
Water Project, which is near completion;
and

(i) what the names of such Grama Niladhari
Divisions are?

Will he also inform the House-

(i) whether he is aware that there exist a
number of Grama Niladhari Divisions
within the Divisional Secretaries' Divisions
of Galewela and Dambulla that are not
covered in providing domestic water supply
connections under the above-mentioned
Project;

(i) what the names of such Grama Niladhari
Divisions are;

(iii) how many villages within those Grama
Niladhari Divisions are not provided with
domestic water supply connections;

(iv)  what the names of such villages are;

(v)  whether steps will be taken under the above
-mentioned project to provide the villages
referred to, with domestic water supply
connections;

(vi) if not, whether alternative schemes will be
implemented for that purpose; and

(vii)  if'so, when?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Wildlife and Forest

Conservation:

(a) Is he aware that media have reported that a forest
has been torched, cleared and destroyed in
Eluwankulama area in Wanathawilluwa in the
Puttalam District?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the extent of land that had been so
destroyed;

(i) whether those lands
Government;

belong to the

(iif) if not, the parties to which those lands
belong;

(iv) whether the persons who destroyed the
aforesaid forest had been identified; and

(v) the steps that have been taken against those
persons?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance,
Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs
and Minister of Urban Development and Housing:

(a)  Is he aware that-

() an open competitive examination was held
for recruitment of Audit Examiners to
Grade 1II of the Audit Examiners’ Service -
2018 as per a notice published in the
Government Gazette dated 11.05.2018;

(ii) the said competitive examination was held
at several examination centres on 14% 200
and 21% of October, 2018;

(iii)  the results of that competitive examination
have not been released up to now; and

(iv) over two years have lapsed since the
holding of the said competitive
examination?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether steps will be taken to release the
results of the said examination speedily; and

(i) whether appointments will be granted
speedily to the candidates who have
qualified, subsequent to the release of the
results in the said manner?

(c) Ifnot, why?

©C @%sTed0sT Yyrrsig Dvm

(omrevorLyfl@ CgomedTevL 68T LIT6dTTHI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

BT WOIBNGDROB, s ww Ged a®imns,
V@D, 268 o wodmaB®m WOWDH @i @Y
2008m 08D W B gLmBRS eDMeEDsT © OO
y@E5 B0 BEHT swinn™ mImd.

* sened®esws @n »d» ¢ 8E»O:
* LML _Ggl6l) eweudsam i L ailsnr :
* Answer tabled:

(@ @
(i) Bwoow DT g>.

B0am 0@ Bewwss OB GD.

(i)  Deow yAOE Bas w0 g».
1v)  @eE e20ed. ©® D5 80 yBOC By ®F .
() 0]

(i) o8O yovw BBO wepn OO WOWR OB WS
D>,

&€ 020D,

(@)  ape oned.

@O0 QBNWR O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

208Be@sIned 8000 Bewdn 27(2) wdent y@dmw, ®d;
08 0gf®ciw @Hmn.

esed®E®O M® 8e®xT g1y ydme
H6vf] Y MWlaildhsHev cLpsv alleTm
QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE

e88-19 saemn B3O
Qaralll -19:m4 &L BB SS60
CONTROL OF COVID-19
®5; 8= B8@EDed
5%EB&)

(wrerfl@ #edls UIBTgTen - T8lTEaL_ 6 WpHeLeurT)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)

O DOTNEDHOB, @m0 - 19 Dweonmw § Comd
BE EOMO mEHw BV »OGYH B»E DO c¢® oy
0w, RWenddE el 8O emdd - 19 dw-one &
Comed P m 0ewsnd e 0D Dxdn dO O
00 @wlomIOed DORO “mmD edm OdxsY 83 O
0B wB. B8 B8 8w @INW DEB RS Jsed
88 ©8¢xy O BEedeg Bme ¢fOEm  ©ww Jed
880 WEBN EENORE® Jhed gedimde B @O
DIFOs #@B § D 0snBEarIrzn SB®d, BMOTenId)
DEQTH@ED 00 emdd eeddmw © @€k qmIcw
8¢ m0O BE yminws BEIOO evnwB 8 arm.

oyg®ps ®wm (86dd

eedes wHodped Jodvwwsd omdd O8cm
ODwOVBE 9O BB, Ln8md By Beddwnm BwdEa
w@ylmonsy B8E »IDem ©dFDenm «®, PCR
88 en DB8m0 D18 BIOO ww mweenws BB 88 wesIds
200 »Ogn eWBRBO g1n® O dwBsy e Be DOBEO
81010 (0 @B, ©® OHTO, eBA - 19 auesdn DO mHYS;
8 eddvuEond 83, eddo e 51»eusIDD @0IGsY



393 2020 e2%0®28 25 394

PCR s8Feemw 8¢ BE0B5T 0900 Bedd 0dn 880
8cD e ¢ J¥w 0ol BB ©1cHu@BLT 000 »OEn
BB Besocs.

OO DAOINBHDOB, e®® @208 - 19 eddow w®®»
50 890 ecm® 80 M 0 8OO Bedw A 2O
@CID 0391 OB D8 ymnws 8y mS Beamn. &
am0, eewd CODE OO e0dd edde Biden B
@ yB®0 BHO 8w CODERD »wesIos 800 mOgn WS8sy
835, 0 dmw, SEOB®, ¢e®@Bmd, Ol CasiaBw,
18w OB COOE @B wew dn WE VB OB
©8@ITVewsy wiwdm s8Fsem »Ogn B¢ »0dxsT 83
and, AWE0ED BdODEs B8x Beed @B Oximd
Bwewed 70 @bdm ©000m 08 0=, Pfizer ew
Modera @z ge®8mm) 68@10® 8853 Bwedr & Oy
8w 95 e80m ®D00m OB O Dmr eDH. @®
O8O Bor R, BB w@ID @ JOOE dwm e
O Sorp BBum 0emBsY ¢rendd® WO Bedmr. HY,
008 OB § EomD0 A OBOD Jed B8 wemOw
N D Cvw B8 I BEAeg BBy wcvms aw Ow
@wddzn O8sY 8un eNBRTeOTTO 5188 edm»o.

edNEDOE svum»® OBeyeay B3O ww PCR «8Fsem
0800 OB BBO OO ¥ wews adas @eg® 8¢
BBO RE 200D EH® WOBsY Bw VD s
BBOO edm COOE WOGn ®OT CID @dFddm,
OBOC e 8w GeBLRH® DB el HOW Bw DEW
DY 0 MBS, @m0 ¢ esNBE ¥ 8e®nY
S0 DBmE 8DEDOW®O e BP0 § Eemed J¥w
DOGn OBy BI500.

0T ®NNBDHOA, MO0 e BIO 0
3D OB DENFT® SBm DicoT OB ¢ ®Sga)
05y NI, vum wcHsy yuam wcwy BP0 B8RS, o
819188 BBO Jbewsy DRIeediy eDHd.

1. G0 Ssed ecdnFOE PCR wiizy), ventilators e ¢i&
om0 T @cs) emed®en 820 Bede?
@08 Dwconw e®00 Dilinn Be®sY ©gd S¥ed
edfnE s8ddBwed 9 w6 Bednm c¢ PCR wxip,
ventilators ew & @S Swmm sy 6309100
88edEsY Bedn @daddBsT CResT y@ignw
P! ded el D1 BBe®sY BE@rgnw ey
edOE emw®eant? OO oaNNd YOrgd PO Siw
R WOBIesIE? 00 detd O OGS Y ignw Eao
OO0 mOGH eBNBSTIesT Ox5ic?

2. o000 Dweons e®00 Dilimn Se®ry 8gd Jved
@dFHE 8¢B0 O o ¢ PCR wsin), ventilators
8% 8 0 T §1esy 890013008, Yo e
ClRT ©@00 emdens! Jue 8857 8ce onf
8@renw @BOens?

3. a0 C¥ed edfvEdE SO WOy cadsm PCR
s0 e en oD emw®ant? ©® PCR «8Fuseswsl
e eHo® wmews omed:? PCR «fees 5O
D80 0 WS WICHRTT BRBOO (B muse evwa
8Ede Cesw ¢ose? P 5O o8 dmens O®
@s¥p) ees SO0 »OGH emmmeg Ox3¢?

4. omBR gdfec wdnewsy ewd eCI® WD @Y
OCI® @9 83:0WINB D1 LrBBIHS BB Co

2 By and nwidnews’ geyE Os 8O o® s
DICW BE OO muFeenw @000 evm JBO WOWD
07 C@ed »® 2»m»O PCR «OFfse O&
y@enwen Bemoon A0 By »HYS, de 002888
ol gealomows D emBEosiexsie? dedd
BEomnoxrieny mO & wews own mOebe?

5. Eo®0 m0m I PCR «8sen 69001500 y@rendrny
e Bw e D8 Bedhm yBedy b
s8¥sen - Rapid Antigen Tests - 918 BodD¢smoedsy
28) ©0ven ©wWHOBOD ®Oygn OB &8O.
Bedkm yhedy “om s0Fsen »OOE CHBwGS
@CI® 0w wSimw 0OARE YLHmLE ©CEH
ClRH PO Jew Dws gud, el B OO
B8z ¢ eBSeen OO emHWE e®OsIDI Bed). Seiw
8827 00® HOOE WID®EWIO Wedum yBedw S5
s8Fueen BBO ¢a0® WS Bede? ded 510, e® ¢t
8 en @ms®en a0 8¢ WS ge?

6. oum yBedwy Lo ©BFBDO OHCD yBedw
s8¥sen - antibody tests - ¢ad®w» BBE ©BsY ecfved
e1B8® g ©m00 BPEnHWE el 0ed e@dle
OB eI BBe® BHOedDiw O St B8sY
300w W6 Bed? dewd 50, deid mS g sdFsew
300500 EmsOen? erxndel mHO, dodd «lfve
300w WS By et ©53c?

7. o088 - 19 cdneds? Hucdyn I O3
o B30 2021 ewewo 988u WS @B go Oewd
5@@wds  yBoimwn 005 wd e 0n
esnesesy. & wew C¥ed ©em® BEACD 0®® vd;
800 OB WOBTeBIE? evNdesl »HO® & ©nYe?

8. @088 e¢dB ACE @4d®y § dWenddd ©u
00l BT > @SIBsT Doz § amd, FO ewnd
®ts BHswm 8OO edfns 5138 Ay 90 85T v
@y WO Yoy, e B85 & BBe emcnos
B WS 0. edR o dEed
$0®VB ©CH O VETIOT R SmPriemid)
eBIR0 0D EmEIILN DBCHL® 518 Gy Ctw
8853 wernens Bedg? deld o, & BEACO «d®
OO @80 GO WOBIesIe?

230w DRewsy, el 8RS S\®iY O5IEn® 41y
200, @R B B wif O &8) §ac®EH
cdesny Bmmaded g mOER BBe® DOBO Cesw
©00 OB, NEE Bws) demes OO Ondueensy

0535y I OAE.
©6; ©Oppedd OBgcdd Ousidwe (ewedxs
§@am1nSw)
(wreryflg (Fmwg)) valsrrGsall sustalloyréd - &aTSTT
S|EDLDEFSFIT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi - Minister of

Health)

OO DDNIWROB, On®ied sgfedB yuEmwd 8€xnJ
e®ed o.

1. (i) ¢ ced ecdnEFdc PCR wxly 34:,
ventilators 1,020z¢, 18 w¥mod S gresy

7042 ¢ Bod.

(i) ©2088 Dwvmns 6O DimBe®sy wgd
el @ddwFDc0 PCR wslp 25x%, mobile
ventilators 220z¥¢, ¢& w¥mio dwm @es?
61 oy w3 a>.



395 208Ee@xInd 396

[0S uBrpedd DIBGcDD BuHBs ®wmn]

(ili) PCR o8uven wewr o® 0 80 § @m0 ne
s 255, wsty 34 8m WS g, &9
23000500 10 @GIB 120 ©eDD WEOBNWSTHcs
O OO0 gy O g0, 928ed & O® a3
OB OBO wewy Jed ©EHde®s ecdw
DO, @By ©eO8NLY VoD @8 GowsmB WS
G 3By 0053 W6 O Bed®sY dved eddnE R
achs PCR «8fwenionis 92R8® wewas 8wdo
OB8sT 5018,

OeO5I®, DO wernes 8 wmIcm S
ey BBO o eDO edTew e e BIO
WOCOD B CAR.

2. o088 19 dwons e®00 Dibmr Be®s ©ed dved
@dFHEOE0 o mo» ¢ PCR @iy eeonsd 25
@d. & andsl esly 1llm yoeme owea
2050000 GMICRD Ovoad O golBwon
8080 Deed oYl cAeom g». 8O
20500 Beda @1wms ¥ @B} GIBHHOE BBM®
@ PCR wsiy) 14 edomsme w0 aro.

Oe0x¥® eddow Dilmn Be®st gmnc® ventilators
220z, & w’ms Jmm @es’ 6lmfe,  Cded
@dnE ©vddBed dmn @O aw. & gnds’ yom
dmewsy mobile ventilators 200255, ¢1& emed Som
a1y 2058 @®000 (@ ar>.

3. 088 »8s By 688 ¢ ded @dinEOE Enmd
PCR s8een 11,000 s®es 8g mom gmd 9® PCR
8 e enwns ewo ¢ Dnewsy s 6 88 W
o @d. PCR «s8Fsem 03 mceBsy 8g BS@0
OB moFeens BEACD Svw 0 and, & wewo
BedeersI® cuewdd O 88 Yow ¢d® Drewsy
©0dm O ededd g wdn @ow.e - automated
extractors with robotic arms - wz¥y) 1628 @® O 805
csed @0dnEOE PCR 828 e000000E eddiesmde =0
. 80 a@n»od, EeE8wd ¥Bm» ©dfvEd
¥ YENe®  erIindsdm  @dsemgueed
s8eenice nE i el8m0 wln wdyden
Drewsy edwe-w - high-throughput fully automated -
@53E) 228 8BS WS .

4. omdd - 19 ad@eE widmewrsy v eCI® FeWD o
CCI® @B e3:8NMB OB GwnBy CRILSY Gaidad
©dmersy godc ®wn 80 0® D gdes maeene
@®000 evm $00x, PCR «8fsves wewo adow
sBfses OOE - test Kits - G o300 »Owgn
BBe®sy PCR s8sen 018 y@ienws 8gwd e B3@0
Ctss @m0 mbwee® DRB88edes ¢mwOm®w WS
Bed. 2020 ®87n ®c 02 80 3002 s®€n g sz PCR
s8Feen 08500 @® Om 80 11,000 y@renwmO
00 OO Sl @dINEDEO ¥R & ¢1.

5. ocT® oweds wdumre 08T 45105 WO Sueen
B»Oediwe O Wedhm yhedy «8Fses - Rapid
Antigen Test - 5®edis ecimed 8gey COOE ww
OCI® e®ws wOmed Susem ©dm On
8OO w1 OO wOMED & Cozned emdd - 19
De300D HEHOW W BBO wewr @weds BdWBBO
@® O SO westDo 8 .

00 o8Fven Bg BB B Ve O8wY
80¢y B¢ beaduedn el Pwid®m BHBO ® EmnOE
208®® S B amd, s8Fven 4,000 =0 0® oo
Bemo am. 80 20n0D euvednB®m 8@wdn B8x3¢ YSIO
Cd @B pmye» ACBY ¢ YDrmew Y® w3 ad.

6. oddo cHeem wdm @@ 085 ©w© § oy
@03wEs Bewe BBO wewr Boew 0 Bed® yBedw
uBBed OO ddBsI0 yhmd WO Seduw
©edesd0ITed ¢Da1smI On Bemon Cred. @®wd
2OBC0 g® B0 wed®r e®® edvnewsy eud
e30eds & Bede@ Dwoon SeuO@md Boesw
BBO s yBodw sButwd B¢ m0n C1ed.

dewr, 00 RE eddow Dxkdn B8 gsweme BB
e YRedy ulmvdm eDaBLmD Dwenn ©5I®
Bexsoesy 88T 0® s 0wsIDr 8 0% 1. @008
@ddn sIEHIw ey Bue Boem on CITIes OO
Bvw w0ITIR e a® @B Dwoon oddo
Besacwsied Bbedn On 985 Y 885 «e®®
ofPBemed DOBmD @ ¢ Dw® yBedw
oBfeen gdas yOremewsy B¢ BB wewo D@
50HOE (3 G,

7. vy afwc NE® wewe 8 »Om ¢ wmdds
$0@wed 8OO g 0O & BEAED t3:8m©0m080 weg §
I8 Y ¢0R3edl® BuuEn® Oy wy®
Y)W 05 emdys - COVAX - 9857 0500
eon 0y B O DRwOYwmO a8c ames
ey, COVAX worsipenw ocdm oweds
:0ed maednm wwiws B0, OO SIBY e
yhaRBmogmns 8Ede endBw wsidmmed - Gavi -
S0 BwomBOewsy OB wisin eneh.

& amd, O5Toy B »E Ovo® Ow § Comdd R OB
B 07 @B @nd, 8§ D0ed 80 gved Emrenmewrsy
Bwewd 2000 90, B3Bwm 4.2 H5pdmd c0O8sY
O 00 Budnw. 0®88 gdndemw mE @n WO
O¥eny, »OOH du¥m gFwe A E® 305 wwBhm glued
3B D 0 »OOY dw Bwued® wew @dwdw CRTIesY
BOE BB BBeDR 50BN V6. d6 B BE o5
8B e @ ¢ BEICHO g @@ise@w 0ud gL 8sT vyed.
@m88-19 OxTmm wews 48 Hhm wOITIwiem ®»SYOR
8890 ifeny. 9 B8P0 wden mednm anymSY 355
88900 a». 950,

1. O @wEHI PEH® WEFENWB® BN OIBO W
88D o 88.

2.  B5¢0¢ 50n BB ww wey® »OEn.
8301w w0 Bwost®m BBO.

& amd »0O Bddn Svww 0B ITHF®Iew®
wewo ge g@ume®s ¢ ¢dmeE 0w WO ¢». &
Comnd g0 808D yhaBAmoen HwdEw 9 ©wlsy
8¢ o 00 Dwewsy 0O nE @vr owe HEww 6B
05T 000 VxTmyme 2O § 85530 80D BwOm
BBe® wBwd a».

8. 2020 genden @ 02 8 8O dfendds & 03 ¢
IE B80ws BE BEE 0mON-19 eddGewr w®isw
BEBT Dol B oyp. & mEw e wised gungd PCR
sBFeen BanE Drewsy 8¢ meq BBg odfBown
Dol ol By».

0005, OMOTend) owmd Dbm § FPydws
DEDITD@EeD  0dfGwd OO odfow weyrvenwe §
0w 8B8Eacd yOF «iFsvemed mom ec® @
BBsBn® 885y 00EudsBn®0 5idr Beadmdr. @
sBvene 0BduBn® B85 aqvikd «OFsem



397 2020 e2%0®28 25 398

@c08me@nO0 am® 8 Bedmd. guhd «iFven
©¢8med@nedsy & wdardewss’ §8m wlveawes
WO & D800 ©d BBBBR®0 Ch 8 Bedmdr. 5>
& u¥fvems »O0O §Bm» uiSvemws =0wB. ¥OE
a8 e D8md e 8y 0® Oo WD @8us HBOO
D00 H @D,

& Ded®, 838 9@t OB vy yEHWIN ©©
B8 e m®. 01008 Od@men 8¢ Je® 8B ©sdd
8w ewIo OBOY & vfel gw »O8 ®OEH WosIesT.
&0 950 DB E»® @8 I wddsidewsy
eNeBRD G@DEO WD WIE, donorsEO G SR S
@B 0emn. Dev® HOR ewedries’. & guconm WOWD
DOBEENO, OO 8B 0ddw emewsIe vsiensy BwEs ¢
00 e gw »O8 Bdmes mosTery. VT »OB S
@IS e¢siesy. ¥RAa.

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(omevsrLil@ #edlg LG Ten)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

OO DONEDROB, e 1w WO w¥y DEGed
B¢ yeda DIHO 0ud, ©DeW® weed Y VSBHE
0D O By VIRSensy ¢dEd 9E
8350a.

8@ @ nEBY ol a8 ¢uSm, PurnBBD @EBDw
OB BTODO OO PBBEE YhBw @m0 2Lm8w
3253¢8s7 &0 ywidw OCE WOB® Goadw. B8, Duws
ecaBsy 00D e®® ©d wwIed &8 Ve®l® & Brien,
s, BO H¥dw ewesr Bs Gnd. ©° e® wdITVewsY
©0; DOF vl O Bned gDLMB ©wWE WOOTIH
mOBB. 98 5T 8 Brien ywicw ICE Yool
PENEC ved 8o w08V elmbed cRHOdemg
8RedB. 00 e%IEsY YNl #OBRIT ® ©o
00ed 835 e®ewes 8 e® o Bwem O ©¥IcE.
0% s380sY Yol HOBROA, ©O c¥mdl, PRDA o»
Beadsiery In®ed ¢@imserw @des  endm D.
DY I BHOB, ©@E® IO ¢@ImBOIW. OO &F
50w OCCE WE & BI8n 3doEwd 8G1dRD D%® BB
DOGn WOTI® Bwey, ANO BBw wder P v ©h
cBB80 cRO® R e¢Im Buwor! OO 9FEr 83D, & Dred®
BowsmdwO o ey OO IO @ & @ DI,
G080 R eI Bwort ©8 9C RO WO o.

e@m»e oWe oldawmemed vy waEyede,
Bueede B ofew W @0 ydmews’ cdon Om
WO, & BusTery 057 euddwe mdm dimed & ged 6ed
BT B80Y0 BB Hewmw DeBOD 0@ OO wwIed
I 88 BuEecrn® dmn 0D 9o eWORsY & BB 38
eIy vy & wew 8O8 dmcedoed 88 Duew
1080 cu8® wwis Ca e 8o Wednw wid ged
2@, DOF ey # OB OO O
O gDNC B WO, ©® JEOEWO 8GdAD on v
c8B80 FHwr@bn eonm, e® Ced BIMOD DRIed -
workplace v - dmdSens EA eisin gdes BB yBsies
2CBsY 0om SO wewr v PWOBLT WOYR WIBIBY B o.
0O8 SDHICEDOW DRewsy & wewo i Wi Ca ELIIH
28 8Ba.

o0 BOF Ewlen Owm (8w e v gdewds

@OBE BVYDO Coess ¢PrmsR®o)

(rewrLfl@ Blew evresteT - SlyTiflw afFlEHer WHMID eFevevTi

2 ' s L eIl UFSSHET @) TTETBIS HEDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Nimal Lanza - State Minister of Rural Roads and

Other Infrastructure)

O DOINBDROB, DENBC v wwvred BOy
#OBOCwen Drewsy ©® 0o dus e O B»E
0000 BB @Iy Ay, OO St LNEHROB,
RN B ed, e®O BIBw ENHES seg o
@080 glmBed cPvdesig BwEed »O8 8L
@0E) Bowslesy. ddwa D8wd 48 BwEecrn O© 8:d®
ewE cBDD. 0@ime, IO B0 BB a8 Y
35)®@m Womery »wi. Sod 0dde® & wd®asidews’ ®d
DO, Y e@wSw W e  wDED
28m8ed ©o B¥IBR® GO WEd. 8¢ cod OHID OO
3 @8esiciddwed ew¥dw aFfB8g9dc), @® dded
8E2cd yoemw uiFvamun 8y 0OmDr. WBIEDBTO BSwid
DE® w6 Bwo oI 0B8wd HB8HhEEs Qv v
eEdeBn@eons @8 9EE 83501, OO WBImD goE
5 ®&BEE o8, s ¢ wd 8¢ Yy o® of B8acd
s8veme oI yodsd Bw, 9O sdFvens OB
Bw.

0®n IO adwlwe BIO ww & gued
008D ® B BBO wewr on v Bw®bo e
90 9WOBET 88 oximrd Bws O OO yme mOHd.
&5y message 9w #OEC Bedmd, svd ¢y & Y
o< tclo feltalete ) e® ©0d8 § oo oB8e B8xY
35380 005, BBw Hwi®m »IHO Bwo.

@G 885 0f®cies Owmo

(revryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O DOIBNIDROB, ©O BOE Costwr OB ym®
®Er, "yhm g@mende" Bwecr. yhm g@mundwn
O IS O BOCE m»Oo® @By, ©S Coeds
HOBROA.

®0 @3B @8 Bedoiy vsISwe
(oressryfl@ (Hmwd)) Crramlef gurf allGygeor)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

B0 DONIWROB, YRowmed il & O seniBO
DOgn WE BB Sod ®O® ® 60 wHIed N8I
DO ©0; BET evedcs OEn® »E YIRWLH
0®TTVewsT nOB 0 0® 38 ydmw On WOsTesT.

©® yYed DHHBedm BwEeirn edMeds »OB ©® &
DD m WmOsTery. ©® ©d wwied BI» VFOG LY
225 @¢520® 88 y@my On WO yOOsT. e OROBIEO
C1d Beadnm Diywicws. OO On BB ne, dw 38 ydmwxl
¢, @D BBID B NE® wewr O Y OBIEOSwWO
20800 200 Fowmwd DoRON Beadmdl. Swo BA
gdme 020008 »O, ewmed 8Im omznd O
yhieds BB v Bwd Bedmd. & B 00 DeoBedxy
Bomrdr, Yrwmed DH8 Jeg 08 o0® eDEO®OD
ee@B0 oY meog 3B 0. & D1ed®, Yool Dol
Peno® OB eFedsiery, amdas 88w ydm BE® erxnmd
I O, ©® HGPOED B edsTery sy Bux Om. &



399 208Ee@xInd 400

[06 @638 @18 Seddns Owri®uw]

0w OB 00 Busdm vy eed, OO DOIBNGDROA.
O ©0 8¢y quvinen 8w ®® wem»D. & Beo, &
O OO BRI eseddh O53En® P ®OH Bws ©®
RIDeosy 9EE BS)00.

DO DSBS BosIs) BedID, OC DANIBNGHDDA.
e®m @ed Sume R B Dred e¢wr. e® D5
80 »Or BBwr @S s WOW YDSwWw OB, ez
985O Bw ¢BBwmd DBV yovewxs gows BSRwWO
»Oed BoOn ouvxdm video O 0@ EmO
asIndHheed vg eOm. OO ylocwr mYE BwE @
A, ades BBOs Bwo@de oxtm Boy 00 e® o
%005y 9E R 835 Da.

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

eNe® ERB8, PINBwD. VINBw Bwy SO
® OB, Yewmed 8BOm O Ve dItsNd SEE
. & Bw, § 012 ¢@nm ®IE 9280l a8 wdadend
BOYD WOBID DEY.

O DHEBT DS Bw®® Dwmo

(omevsrLyLl@ BeOledT LIGRTLTT $QwiLoeD)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

@O DANINBHNOB, 8NHD6 Bewden wder 86 8O 90
e, & Doed® 91.(g) 8O (D) ¢wldy god B 3B
Bedm. ol god Ons sumeEmc &BR® Gos e
885 ©¥Id O DO DEI® VIR VDD, eSsny
©B O B¥EdD WD WOTD W BB. DY, ©d
DOITNEDROB, 00 @D BowlowdE ©m0ewds
@885 ©¥r O W WOBIBY W BB BVCHBT 0O
o & BB, & BEICD 00 RIn®ed gdme 0w
OO sIesY.

80 q@mcD, »O gm Do MCemeE ADHSO
Bt V. 0® 8Eed®sIned ¥FOcsTed Gdm®d
©®5IVewsY VDO DoRO Bedmd. Sodvewsi®,
OO D eBBed B85 46 ecomyd BeddDwms
DO BedmDr. ©5; DONNEDROA, 9O eBB8ed OIC
O0Ow #19d Tecemmnd Corona positive Bweos ¢ cod
05 80 qOTID C1d Bednr)Dr. DI OB ©wWIwr DECTIBD.
DY, 0® v BHOIOE O® 08w BOFTDerm w@WHDo.
Bodrvewrsi®, icdsm 086 HO8 vt @D ¥y
30800 OO »OYH WmOvIesy. & Bw, edw Adene
DIFOeE. 0E8s gmeg Yev® HITFDGE BedDo
0, & 0E8w Dv O IR BwE OO Bumd. e@iwe,
eB8w n€s¥ COVID-19 eddonw Samc dneowsy @138
00 Bewn. VIR & 0 DG 0w WO, I
Bedmy @00 ¢ WO owBBed Bedsieny
@e B HOGE 050D,

®S §ERE Yz Dm0

(wrarfl@ wpeflyi ram=worsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

B0 ®NBDHROB, @O ©8 MOHN BEsID
Bedmrdn. 8EedxInd 92380 Bedm domecE nO& ged
esvfociied Diwm HOFOsIery. O© COMmME BICH®

BBe® DR Bedsiesy IR wdenfe HweEr OO ¢xfosy
0oL IO, I 488 »REDE HPedBw 8w BweEo
®® w8wd c¢rler’ Y OFFOCIE ©8Eed®xsIndd
81®wd oded, B8wigdsio gl 9® SOMmeE inm
DHOFOD) 98 @csIes’ Bwr. 0® yedred ewaEiw ©wicd
9535 ASP ®0®ws 003 @B, 9@ Sed u 8 Bwo
Bedmrydn, 98 Donsy OB O, Bug ¢wd & 9D en®
20 Bedmyds Becr. 9O Bw, & Bwigdsy e@® O eeEs’y
BEwWD BB5Y 357 MBTOE D1z HOMMEOD @I, OO
RIDSe0sY 9EE B350, & © @I AEEID BBo.

OO DOIBTNBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTd6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

0® & o 0w ARTHO, ©F OEROB. ©O @aC-D
g 13w, & Buwigss! BuEeesn® 9m0 go @0E L WO
»0 oI, & Ded mge BEO Bw O OB
3Dm® HFFOGHE o Py D »OB ®O ¢g» OsI®
Cleew. & Bew, & Bwigcslo odmy momm & Dovm
200D I BeE Bedmd. m0mE»0 & Bwrdd
ome Bus Om HOG B0 ¢x¥ds Bedsiesy.

¢y Dwldm oo ewg®sm - 2021, m0m wwo
2DED.

Bes&esxy sm emgdum, 2021
23155 1L_(HF FL_L_epsvid, 2021
APPROPRIATION BILL, 2021

0D 500D HOESON e AR C&.- [ yoBe:
501038 24]
[©61 ®G50EmR®s §ERoeszr6e Be.]

@Gupailsd Gugih o rmuliGuhmg.- [Bgidd): peubui 24]
[omessT L@ FUTBTIWST HjEUTHET HEDVEHLD UGS TTa6T. ]
Considered further in Committee.- [Progress: 24th November]
[HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

®C 38BN

(wremryilggalerenioyaissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Bedn g@immsenn, i B gom 112, 295; »cE8a¢
BHewdBm OGD Coess gimwvrenn, Diw &Bs 419 wwv
BB @@amsenws, 1w &8s 105, 210, 211, 308.

wEm NEO® g.wo. 10.00 8O g.wo. 12.30 eddo, g.0o.
1.00 80 g.%0. 5.00 ¢z=©o.

0 01808 ewldrznd, ©o; CWEOST BBaEE Svmo

11202 B8sw.- Bedn g@imudIwo

0102 D1QwOHD).- eLEVE® DRWIWD - ZYHGHOEHD Bw!c®,
St 69,200,000
sy 112.- Qeuelisr_ G jewodsi
BlapFAsHLLib 01.- QFwsdwpewpd QFwHLTHSET -
esstHlaumeh QFsvey epumr 69,200,000

HEAD 112.- FOREIGN MINISTER

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 69,200,000



401 2020 e2%0®28 25 402

4199 B8sw.- R8¢ vwesdBm ™OGH Caess
3@ w

0102 D1DwOHDY.- e®ENE® DRWIVD - HYHGOEDD B!c®,
1.146,925,000

seveliy 419.- NrrhBw 2 pey BL Uy &S (@) ITETEIS
I|EDLOFFIT
BlapFASHL L1 01.- Qrwsdpenpd CFwHLT® ST - et (Hlou ke
QFevey cpur 146,925,000

HEAD 419.- STATE MINISTER OF REGIONAL COOPERATION

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 146,925,000

10502 &&ww.- 85 005 ¢@im8DIwW

0102 D10wOHD).- @@eny® D&wIWN® - ZYHGOEND Bwed,
61.248,275,000
seneoriy 105.- Qeugaear ea_s genwsFi
BlapFASH L1 01.- QFwsdpewnd CFwHuT@ST - LBaT(HlouHeEh
GFevey emum 248,275,000
HEAD 105.- MINISTER OF MASS MEDIA

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 248,275,000

[&3.00. 10.48]

oG VLS BB EE Owmn

(orerLLll@ svaagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO0 ©udn®A, "202]1 Bubsm o emysen’
O™ w0 gDEed g¢ 85 -2020.11.25 O Dcaco- BDogwd
OEDD @@ ¥ EO  wdew @B acemymny
©¢8ned®sIn W emm g ¢om 112, 295, 419, 105,
210, 211 e 308 ¢om D1 BEBOESY 8dYewIMHED O
O ORWOVBIOE BuE y»0dEHD Bwe® W YR Bwed
Gi8aE 10857 meo 918w gne"d ® ewddsn 8.

OO0 ®BBAROB, Bedwn cPieRw PO Dreony
3@ 0w . gl 6ed yhdww eRIm®WD B¢ Wseny
©® @i @s WoB. ©® g@iseaed CWIEOBT
DD BN®r 00w PO HEH Bewdss ¢@imsdiwn
1030 WOYD WE2. O WBAROA, 20098 ¥ddw gDy
Pem. ¥dVw @dwsy §ed swel @HsIc Gdute ©Bn®s
208E8e®InDO @i B, On® 8Ee®HOD O
»EB dFw HBved ©v oCw® Om BBy esfwsy
®E. D DReesI® 8Eed®xned @8 I o BHBO
a0 B B¢ Hoed v In®ied BB Boewmwkd dnfwsy
SBsTed OneEmODSws O e GOu® gfesy
By & 80y® »OB @¢on ged eIEE Ded OEEE
Boedsien’. ¢m Daews’ & BOy® 8Ee®xndd @3
B 0, 00 Boriesy w8Ee®@sIned 9sim dYviwes Jm
afesy ®oIm deo Bwuwmdr. m»@s 2009 ge swegvencnsy
0@ 0DewI® EROND BOy gdE%dE Im. Ine
Bnd, I» ey »O® O® el Bo. On®
©830000sY DR (B3N -

@0 ®0® DcEEds Ovm (DEBw wvwewsdB@m
DOGR Coxsxs §amur®o)

(wrewrylle  srrs
[BL_6)I1G $6DEEBET(E) T TEQTHIS H6HLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Regional
Co-operation)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

umev @il - Urribglw 2 _mey

oG EBEO BEHEE dwmo

(omessTyfl@ svF}LO6ITH MeTsV6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. State Minister, you have time to speak.
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

I just want to correct you, that it was only -
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
It would upset my flow.
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

It was only a media release. So, please do not mislead
this House. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

You can say that at the UN. When you go there this
time, you can say that it was a media release. You are
talking nonsense!
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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I will finish, Sir.
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Then, there was the Geneva Resolution, for which Sri
Lanka’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs voted with the co-
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A year ago, last November, the people of Sri Lanka -
Asia’s oldest democracy - resoundingly expressed their
mandate for a non-aligned, friendly Foreign Policy of
Kalyaana Mithra, which is stated in the “Vistas of
Prosperity and Splendour” presented by His Excellency
the President, for which he got a resounding mandate
from the people. As given by His Excellency the
President, the vision of the “Vistas of Prosperity and
Splendour” is to achieve the fourfold outcome of a
productive citizenry, a contented family, a disciplined
and just society and a prosperous nation. Our commitment
to safeguard the mandate of the people and their vision of
Sri Lanka as a Unitary State that enjoys sovereignty,
independence, security, territorial integrity, human rights,
democracy and prosperity remains unwavered. It was on
this basis that, as the Foreign Minister representing Sri
Lanka, I spoke before the Human Rights Council of the
United Nations in Geneva this February and withdrew Sri
Lanka from the co-sponsorship of Resolution 30/1, which
had cast upon Sri Lanka an obligation to infringe the
sovereignty of the people, violate the Constitution and the
democratic principles of governance and compel Sri
Lanka to turn its backs on the very heroes who delivered
us from the 30 years of turmoil and strife.

I would like to read a small section of the Sri Lankan
Government’s decision taken by His Excellency the
President and the Cabinet of Ministers and presented to
Parliament. Prior to leaving for Geneva, we followed the
procedure of democratic governance unlike on the
occassion of co-sponsoring the Resolution, which no one
knew. Even the President at that time, His Excellency
Maithreepala Sirisena, stated that he was not aware of the
final text, of the document. I do not want to go into the
details of what happened thereafter, the bickering and
fighting that took place between the Prime Minister’s
Office and the President’s Office. It is very clear. ¢y
@@ DYerm PBIHD. KBw D BIT O HBIGIJWE
20008005 ©cedsimd, ©® co-sponsored Resolution
Oemsy 9D DO edddww Codemts O Bn®ied @Y
3@ @8V ey SBn®ed JBEWd eBaCD8
el yodsy Hem. Sir, | would like to quote from the
speech 1 delivered at the Human Rights Council in
Geneva conveying our Government's decision.

"Notwithstanding withdrawing from co-sponsorship of this
resolution, Sri Lanka remains committed to achieving the goals set
by the people of Sri Lanka on accountability and human rights,
towards sustainable peace and reconciliation. To this end;

a) The Government of Sri Lanka declares its commitment to
achieve sustainable peace through an inclusive, domestically
designed and executed reconciliation and accountability process,
including through the appropriate adaptation of existing
mechanisms, in line with the Government’s policy framework. This
would comprise the appointment of a Commission of Inquiry (COI)
headed by a Justice of the Supreme Court, to review the reports of
previous Sri Lankan COIs which investigated alleged violations of
Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law (IHL), to assess
the status of implementation of their recommendations and to
propose deliverable measures to implement them, keeping in line
with the new Government’s policy.”

So, the UN Human Rights Council very clearly knows
our stand, our position and what we are doing, and we are
in the process of setting up that Commission.

I further stated in my speech, I quote:

"b) The Government will also address other outstanding
concerns and introduce institutional reforms where necessary, in a
manner consistent with Sri Lanka’s commitments, including to the
2030 Sustainable Development Agenda (SDGs). We will implement
policies rooted in the Government’s commitment to the people by
advancing individual and collective rights and protections under the
law, ensuring justice and reconciliation and addressing the concerns
of vulnerable sections of society. Special attention will be paid to
environmental protection in the formulation and implementation of
government policies. The President, in his policy statement at the
inauguration of the Fourth Session of the 8th Parliament of Sri
Lanka, reiterated his vision to make “Sri Lanka one of the world’s
leading nations in achieving the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals”. A discussion has already been held between
the President and the UN Resident Coordinator where it has been
agreed to connect the relevant UN agencies to assist the
Government of Sri Lanka in the implementation of the SDGs

¢) Sri Lanka will continue to remain engaged with, and seek,
as required, the assistance of the UN and its agencies, including the
regular human rights mandates/bodies and mechanisms, in capacity
building and technical assistance, in keeping with domestic
priorities and policies.

d) In conjunction with all members of the UN, Sri Lanka will
seek to work towards the closure of the Resolution.”

0®m Bwr oI A BBE D WO O § Comned
BEHBIHDE @0 DudEND 988ed 2PS® & Beam
BBedned @u®® ovd ymnw de @nd Bec ©®
Bosiesy mywr. ¢ed 00 OO DoRe®sT, @8y
2ol @ma YO® W EBO Y WOFH WO B a8
DErenedisin @0mes. This is what 1 finally said at the
Human Rights Council in Geneva: "We call upon all
stakeholders, within and outside this august body, to co-
operate with Sri Lanka in this endeavour."
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059, OO0 BIBROA. 808 Human Rights Council
Om 988ed me »Hed, | quoted Rt. Hon. Lord Naseby’s
statement on the confidential papers of the British
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Government which are available today, where all these
numbers had been refuted by him with factual evidence
by British authorities, and some keep on trying to say that
our forces have committed crimes with these
unprecedented, unsubstantitated figures being floated
against our country. We have rejected that.

©5 wwsBn®A, this is a book by Lord Naseby, who
has come up with all the papers, titled "Sri Lanka:
Paradise lost; Paradise Regained". ©® B
208Ee@5ned yEn®ICed @® ewn BedmryDe BwEr O©
NEDr. @O eI BN @® JO0 mE gudhdw BEIE 0RosD
OB, DoORHTDeS 5 wB®DIW WHBW ENELCD WO
e KB 8Ee®sIned OEROBIE0 Bwed® wewo
BEDDICRO eVEMBID) gDWBW 0w eDEI Y. ©®
Beo ged 000 O5IFn0I@ 88Q »msIcd Busy O o
8350 OB BB LYW EOO ewIm DW® QBT mERSY
Com0eD :8E8e@5InD0 ensID® 9m® Dices. e®ime, a8
OB em0ns; yheds mOy mEs OO, ¢z 5@
o»E¢od e08xY Beadmn. Under the right to information,
Lord Naseby has gone into these details. What the British
information channels had transferred to London through
the Home Office is now available.
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@¢m, a country-specific Resolution has never been
brought before Geneva. 0= Bwosis By ey aredfDD
8 Hewo, to reject the country-specific Resolution that
had been moved. @® 80 D& & > Busiesy snw. @®
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Sri Lanka shall continue to work and cooperate with
the United Nations, but only through the avenues
empowered by the mandate given to this just, fair and
democratically elected Government so that it may uphold
its fidelity to the people’s desire to see a sovereign Sri
Lanka which enshrines democratic values and human
rights. Sri Lanka's commitment, we keep with the
mandate of the people of a sovereign and secure Sri
Lanka, is instrumental in our commitment to the world as
a Kalyaana Mithra Foreign Policy.

It is through our non-aligned and friendly Foreign
Policy of Kalyaana Mithra that we have pursued the fight
against terrorism with the cooperation of the nations
across the world, big nations as well as smaller nations
who have supported Sri Lanka. We are grateful to so
many countries for their continued proscription of the
LTTE, whose commitment to violence has not wavered
since the end of the war. Even last week, India renewed
its proscription of the LTTE.

Through His Excellency the President's "Vistas of
Prosperity and Splendour", Sri Lanka has been
strengthening friendships with nations across the world.
Beginning in November last year, His Excellency

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s first-ever, high-level
visit abroad was to India, closely followed by the visits of
the Hon. Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister. Such
is the reflection of our drive to continue our close
relationship with our neighbours and members of IORA,
BIMSTEC and SAARC. As the Foreign Minister, I led
the Sri Lankan Delegation to the Annual Informal
Meeting of the SAARC Council of Ministers on the 24"
of September, 2020.

Our relations with key partners have deepened.

This year, we have witnessed a series of high-level
visits ranging from His Excellency Sergey Lavrov,
Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation, the Foreign
Minister of India and the Foreign Minister of China who
visited Sri Lanka. The Foreign Ministers of Japan,
Pakistan, the Maldives and Luxembourg also visited Sri
Lanka and finally, the Secretary of State of the United
States visited us four weeks ago. Further to that dialogue
with the nations from all around the world, there has been
an uptick in discussions with officials up and down the
spectrum such as the Hon. Dominic Raab and Lord Tariq
Ahmad of the United Kingdom via virtual and telesonic
communication and with many other countries. So, the
Embassies are not closed, as stated; Embassies are
functioning and we are using available new channels of
communication. Even in the Middle East, our Embassies
are not closed; our Embassies are functioning. Our
relations with such nations, including the United
Kingdom, have been positive, irrespective of the issues
that arise out of the freedoms protected by our
democracies. I am glad that Sri Lanka and all its many
friendly nations abroad are deeply committed to ending
the wanton violence endemic to terrorism in search of
lasting peace to all our countries which continue to
proscribe the LTTE.

This year, I spoke at the 20" UN Commemoration of
Vesak, the most sacred day in the Buddhist calendar,
which the UN General Assembly unanimously declared
by Resolution as an Observance Day through the efforts
of the late. Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar, the then Foreign
Minister.

Further to that, we continue to interact and hold
special discussions with Ambassadors and Hon. Consuls
of all nations stationed in Colombo, constantly pushing
through fora conducted digitally et cetera. Two new
Embassies that we plan to establish this year will be in
Spain and Romania. Sri Lanka - the Foreign Policy of
Kalyaana Mithra is deeply rooted in our history - is one
of the founding members of the Non-Aligned Movement,
the 65" Anniversary of which we commemorated last
month and has continued to play a significant role in
multilateral deliberations at the UN, particularly
representing the interests of the Global South. The
Bandung Conference and successive developments united
our countries to end colonialism, opposing foreign
intervention, aggression, foreign occupation, domination
and to respect sovereignty and territorial integrity while
recognizing the equality of all nations, both large and
small.
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Hon. Chairman, our commitment to our fellow Non-
Aligned Nations remains strong and so too is our
commitment to the sovereignty of our friends through our
call to end the economic blockade on Cuba, on which
your Government did not have a policy. You all were
wavering, avoiding when the vote came up. We have also
restored our position in relation to Iran, Venezuela and
others. In line with Sri Lanka’s continual advocacy for the
Global South, we have continually raised the issue of
impending and irreversible damages due to Global
Climate Change and its impact on the ecosystems.

Regarding the Palestine cause, we have continually
raised the issue and continue our obligation and
commitment to the Palestinian people. I do not want to
recall how the last Government behaved. ®ev® e¢wss
Yoed oy BoE Bws) qed 0 e@mdr Bwesime?
Having chaired the 13™ Meeting of Parties to the
Montreal Protocol, which saw the signing of the Colombo
Declaration, I shall highlight later at the 03™ Ministerial
Meeting of the Archipelagic and Island States Forum
what His Excellency the President raised as a priority in
the National Development Policy Plan during his
Inaugural Speech and at my virtual address at the 44™
Annual Meeting of Ministers of the G77. It is imperative
that we concertedly seek to address the issue of climate
change and FinTec green economy to mobilize our
collective efforts to secure environmental protection.

His Excellency the President, the Hon. Prime Minister
and I stated, during the 75" Anniversary of the UN that
the President's “Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour”
reaffirms our commitment to achieving all the 18 SDGs
by 2030, which is reflected in the appointment of a
working group to study the current status of Sri Lanka's
implementation and progress towards achieving the
SDGs.

The issues of environmental protection and poverty
are inextricably interlinked. Though we have made great
strides in our fight against poverty, this Government
remains dedicated to its eradication in all its forms. Sri
Lanka’s Presidential Task Force in Charge of Economic
Revival and Poverty Eradication operates with the
objective of creating a production economy promoting
local industries. The Government has granted financial
relief to over six million families and vulnerable groups
and established a COVID-19 Healthcare and Social
Security Fund. As the world progresses towards a
sustainable, therapeutic solution to COVID-19, Sri
Lanka has tirelessly canvassed that all countries have
unrestricted access to vital medical resources required to
respond to this virus and that political motives do not
impede such access, which would undermine the
world’s collective commitment to the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals. The Sri Lankan Government would
once again like to thank all the countries who have been
helping us in our attempt to manage the COVID-19
challenges. Also, I would like to mention about the UK/
Sri Lanka, Oxford University COVID vaccine
collaboration.

In this context, I recall His Excellency President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s call to the international community
at the Financing for Development Conference for debt
relief and to adopt fiscal policies to mitigate the impact of
COVID-19. My good Friend, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de
Silva, asked, "What are we doing about our debt?" His
Excellency the President was one of the initial leaders of
nations to raise the issue of debt relief, not only for Sri
Lanka, but for most of the other countries too.

As the world reels from this global COVID -19
pandemic awaiting a vaccine, we work to carry out His
Excellency the President’s coordinated efforts to fight the
pandemic and to address the immediate concerns of
stranded Sri Lankans by organizing and facilitating their
repatriation via Government organized repatriation flights
and charter flights with the collaboration of the 67
overseas Missions and Posts and the Presidential Task
Force as the repatriation of Sri Lankan students, initially
from Wuhan, China had been carried out. By the end of
last week, the Government of Sri Lanka has repatriated
46,250 Sri Lankans from 126 countries and territories. To
assist such operations, the Foreign Ministry has launched
an online portal to assist the Sri Lankan community
overseas, through which 64,107 have now registered.

Yet the Foreign Ministry has further ambitions, as the
Hon. Prime Minister stated last week, to stride towards
coordination with overseas Sri Lankans through the
creation of a special office dedicated to the international
Sri Lankan community. Such an office will be able to
capitalize and further enhance the economic
breakthroughs made during the last year such as access
secured to the lucrative Latin American market. The
largest country in Latin America, Brazil, has relaxed their
restrictions on Sri Lankan cinnamon exports. I say Brazil,
for that is the latest we have achieved. For Sri Lankan
communities, new outreach such as the skilled labour
personnel in Eastern Europe, the Middle East and South
East Asia was previously not present.

OO0  ©nsAn®s, gBod; “NIeBn®iy, ©d;
3B RBIE Cowred §HNODG DNEDST evm BeB
20 Do Bwedow o ©0 o® adidted Bwesim
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One such breakthrough that I am happy to announce
is the National Ocean Affairs Committee’s submission by
the professionals of the relevant subject under the Law of
the Sea Convention to the UN for an extended seabed
area with high potential for petroleum and other marine
resources, which has reached an advanced stage. Nine
rounds of negotiations have been successfully completed
and the last meeting with the UN Sub-Commission was
held in February, 2020. Hopefully, negotiations could be
concluded with two more meetings. This boon and the
equitable allocation of resources stemming from this
breakthrough shall flow to all of Sri Lankan people and
make us richer, opening a new door in our development
in the petroleum sector.

©; wsBn®A, 1 came to Parliament before the
Dissolution for the withdrawal of the Counter Terrorism
Bill. It was brought before the last Parliament forcibly by
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the last Government as one of the draconian legislations.
Luckily, all of us went before the Committee chaired by
the Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, who accepted most of
the submissions made and that that would be a draconian
law. Even the Hon. Speaker, I think, participated in one
or two sessions of that Committee. We have withdrawn
that Bill, but we are considering amending some Sections
of the Prevention of Terrorism Act and we have started
discussions on the subject.

8 oD mtn 0B, ged 0O 9uidwimyy wvded
D10 ©Os DSnwmB 88 Bedsier’. dw yedre®nsy
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Before I conclude my speech, I would like to thank the
Hon. State Minister Tharaka Balasuriya, who would
speak in the evening, the Foreign Secretary, Prof.
Colombage, our  Foreign  Ministry  Officials,
Ambassadors, Hon. Consul Generals and the Diplomats
of all nations and organizations in Sri Lanka for their
tireless contribution to upholding the people’s desire to
see a Sri Lanka in concordant and having a prosperous
friendship with all nations.

Thank you.

®C 398 DO)

(wreryll g sallerari ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Thank you. The next speaker is, the Hon. M.A.
Sumanthiran.

Before he starts, the Hon. Isuru Dondangoda will take
the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
ISURU DODANGODA fook the Chair.

LOTETLILOI S FLITBTUIS T YU B6IT

[11.42 am.]
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Presiding Member, 1 am happy to follow the
Hon. Minister himself as we discuss the Votes of the
Ministry of Foreign. The Minister is an experienced
Parliamentarian and an able person and I am glad to
discuss a few matters with regard to Sri Lanka’s Foreign
Policy while he is present together with a very able and
dynamic young Parliamentarian, the Minister of State for
Regional Co-operation, Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya.

It was rather comical to witness the spectacle this
morning as we started the Discussion, the bickering
between the Government Benches and the main
Opposition, each trying to absolve themselves from
responsibilities they had undertaken in the international
arena.

The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella was blaming President
Mahinda Rajapaksa for agreeing with the Secretary-
General of the UN on the 26™ of May, 2009 in Kandy,
undertaking to inquire into the allegations of human
rights violations. And for his part, the Hon. Minister was
blaming the main Opposition for co-sponsoring, when
they were in Office, Resolution HRC 30/1 before the UN
Human Rights Commission. These acts are not acts of
certain governments that are in office at a particular point
in time. These undertakings are given on behalf of the
State and in the international system these obligations are
taken very seriously. The Minister read out the letter sent
in February this year claiming to withdraw from the co-
sponsorship of HRC Resolution 30/1. All of us know
that you cannot withdraw from an act that is already
done. The Minister was hurt to say in this House that that
co-sponsorship happened without the knowledge of
anyone, not even the President at that time. I want to ask
a question. If that be so, how did Sri Lanka co-sponsor
Resolutions 34/1 and 40/1 several months thereafter, both
of which were merely rollover Resolutions of 30/1?
Resolution 30/1 was done on the 1% of October, 2015;
Resolution 34/1 was in March, 2017 and Resolution 40/1
was in March, 2019 - three times over, the same contents.
How does a responsible Minister stand up here and say
that nobody knew about the contents? These undertakings
are on behalf of Sri Lanka - of the State. There are
serious repercussions if you resile from international
commitments.

Sir, 1 want to pose another question. On the 29" of
July, 1987 Sri Lanka entered into an international
bilateral agreement with India commonly known as the
Indo-Lanka Accord. Various speakers in this House, at
various times, say various things about this Accord. Mr.
Foreign Minister, would you have the courage to write a
letter to India like you did to the UN Human Rights
Council and withdraw from the Indo-Lanka Accord? If
you do not and you have not done that over several
decades of your party in office, you must honour it. You
must honour it. There is no point in saying, "This was
thrust down our throat". If it was thrust down your throat,
withdraw from it. Write a letter to India like you did to
the UN Human Rights Council. Are you brave enough to
do that?

I will read out the fundamental principles of the Indo-
Lanka Accord, which is still binding on Sri Lanka. It is
an international bilateral agreement.

One, Sri Lanka is a multiethnic and a multilingual
society. Two, each ethnic group has a distinct cultural
and linguistic identity which has to be carefully nurtured.
Three, the Northern and the Eastern Provinces have been
areas of historical habitation of Sri Lankan Tamil-
speaking peoples. Those are the basic principles laid
down at the forefront of the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord.
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So, you cannot resile from that nor can you even resile
from undertakings given to the UN Human Rights
Council, not once but three times. But, more importantly,
before President Rajapaksa did that in May, 2009, on the
2™ of March, 2009, the Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, on
behalf of Sri Lanka, said this at the UN Human Rights
Council. He said, “Our national discourse has been
dominated for decades by an ethnic issue which requires a
political solution as a means to resolve the problem". He
did not say "a military solution"; he said it requires a
"political solution". "On a recommendation of the All-
Party Representative Committee, we are able to properly
implement the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution
which was passed in 1987". Those were words of a
Minister of your Government at that time.

Following that, on the 26" of May, this is what
President Mahinda Rajapaksa said in a joint communiqué
with the UN Secretary-General: "President Rajapaksa
expressed his firm resolve to proceed with the
implementation of the Thirteenth Amendment as well as
to begin a broader dialogue with all parties, including the
Tamil parties in the new circumstances to further enhance
this process and to bring about lasting peace and
development in Sri Lanka". Why did he do that? Will you
now write a letter to the UN Secretary-General
withdrawing from this commitment that your President
made on the 26™ of May, 2009? He said, "Not only the
implementation of the Thirteenth Amendment". Eleven
years have passed and that has not been implemented.
Your leader’s solemn promise to the Secretary-General of
the UN, no less! I am saying this because there are
repercussions if you do not deliver on your promises to
the international community. You pride yourself that we
are a part of the civilized community of nations. We will
not be part of a civilized community of nations if we willy
-nilly ignore and violate commitments that we make to
the international community. I am only referring to his
guarantee of implementation of the Thirteenth
Amendment and going beyond that. But, there are other
agreements in that with regard to violation of human
rights and that there will be a domestic mechanism. In
your letter in February this year too, you say that there
will be a domestic mechanism. Where is it? Several
months have passed, but where is that plan? For 11 years,
you fooled the world and now, for 11 months also, you
have fooled the world or you think that you can fool all
the people all the time. That is what you think. Then, on
the very next day after President Mahinda Rajapaksa
agreed with that, on the 27" of May, 2009, at the UN
Human Rights Council a Resolution was adopted which
stated, “Welcoming also the recent assurance given by the
President of Sri Lanka....” - the previous day, he gave
that assurance - ".....that he does not regard a military
solution as a final solution as well as his commitment to a
political solution with the implementation of the
Thirteenth Amendment to bring about lasting peace and
reconciliation in Sri Lanka,". So, the implementation of
the Thirteenth Amendment was the first step that was
promised over and over and over again, not just to the UN
Human Rights Council, but also to India.

Then, I am going to read the three joint communiqués
that were issued, once with the Prime Minister, Dr.

Manmohan Singh where President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
commitment was recorded.

It stated, "The Prime Minister emphasized that a
meaningful devolution package...." - this was in June,
2010 and ten years have passed - "....building upon the
Thirteenth Amendment..." - that is what President
Mahinda Rajapaksa said - "... would create the necessary
conditions for a lasting political settlement". Ah, there
comes the Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe who gave the
assurance to the UN on the 2™ of March, 2009. That
communiqué went on to say, "The President of Sri Lanka
reiterated its determination to evolve a political settlement
acceptable to all communities that would act as a catalyst
to create necessary conditions in which all the people of
Sri Lanka could lead their lives in an atmosphere of
peace, justice and dignity consistent with democracy,
pluralism, equal opportunity and respect for human rights.
Towards this end, the President expressed his resolve to
continue to implement in particular the relevant
provisions of the constitution designed to strengthen
national amity and reconciliation through empowerment.
In this context, he shared his ideas on conducting a
broader dialogue with all parties involved". The Prime
Minister of India expressed India’s constructive support
for efforts that build peace and reconciliation among all
communities in Sri Lanka.

The then External Affairs Minister the Hon. (Prof.)
G.L. Peiris visited New Delhi in May, 2011. I am glad
that the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris is in the House when I
quote from the joint press statement issued after that.
"The External Affairs Minister of Sri Lanka affirmed his
Government’s commitment to ensuring expeditious and
concrete progress in the ongoing dialogue between the
Government of Sri Lanka and representatives of Tamil
parties. A devolution package building upon the
Thirteenth Amendment ...." - those are words of assurance
given by the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris to India - "....would
contribute towards creating the necessary conditions for
such reconciliation".

That was again reiterated in January, 2012 when the
External Affairs Minister S.M. Krishna visited Sri Lanka.
With the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris by his side, Mr. S.M.
Krishna said, "The Government of Sri Lanka has, on
many occasions, conveyed to us its commitment to move
towards a political settlement based on full
implementation of the Thirteenth Amendment of Sri
Lankan Constitution and building on it so as to achieve
meaningful devolution of powers. We look forward to an
expeditious and constructive approach to the dialogue
process".

Now, a decade has passed. You have not done a thing.
Some effort was taken by the last Government. We
participated in good faith; the Hon. Members who are
now in the Government also participated. The Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs was a Member of the
Steering Committee. The Hon. Susil Premajayantha even
headed an ad hoc committee with regard to relations
between the Parliament and Provincial Councils and gave
a good report. The Hon. Bandula Gunawardena chaired
another committee. The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe
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chaired another committee on human rights or
fundamental rights and gave a brilliant report. The Hon.
(Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe who hides behind his lamp
all the time here in this House, in these sessions, was also
a Member of the Steering Committee and drafted the
proposals with regard to land powers. So, there was an
effort. But, you have abandoned that now and you talk of
repealing - [Interruption.] Yes, Hon. State Minister
Tharaka Balasuriya? - [Interruption.] Thank you for that
assurance, that you all will abide by all the assurances
given to the world.

Sir, before 1 conclude, I need to touch on one or two
other matters. I am thankful to the Hon. Minister for
giving the number of Sri Lankans who have been
repatriated. But, there is a serious issue with regard to our
labour force in the Middle East, who contribute so much
to our economy, not being given priority in the
repatriation process.

So, I hope the Hon. Foreign Minister will look into
that and give them priority.

Secondly, this is the month of November - I said this
some time ago also - in which all those who died in wars
are remembered. That is why we sell poppy the world
over. This is the period in which that happens. And in Sri
Lanka, particularly in the Tamil areas, for the last three
decades, it has become a custom to remember the dead
who fought the war. They may have fought the State, but
nevertheless, they are dead and their families and others
have a right to remember them as they are accustomed to
do. The Government has taken great exemption to this
suddenly this year and is flying members of the Attorney-
General’s Department by special helicopters to Jaffna,
Mullaitivu and all over the place amid COVID-19
restrictions when the Attorney-General’s Department is
an isolated zone - they are flying around all over without
being quarantined - to oppose and to obtain orders from
Magistrates preventing mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers
from remembering the dead, which is most unfortunate
and a most undignified act by the State.

O § o306 OIE o
(omevsrLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTsH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, T will take five minutes from the Hon. Selvam
Adaikkalanathan’s time.

Honouring and remembering the dead, even in our
culture is a solemn affair. The other day, I stood with a
mother who is 83 years old. She has only a shack for a
house. Her son died in 1985. She lit her lamp and I
participated in that event. It is a solemn occasion. Why
are you so worried? Why are you so scared of the dead? Is
it because you put them to death in the most brutal
manner violating all the international norms?

The other thing is, sovereignty is for all the people;
sovereignty is not to be enjoyed by the majority only.
That must be kept in mind. If the majority only enjoys
sovereignty, then you are leaving the other peoples out,
you are forcing them to claim their own sovereignty and
that would be your own act.

When the Foreign Minister started his speech, he said
he wants to give a lesson to the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella
about the fact that India is a Union because there were
princely States and they all had to be brought together. 1
want to ask him about the history of this Island. When the
Europeans conquered this Island, was there one State
here, was there one kingdom in this Island? No, there was
not one kingdom in this Island. There were three
kingdoms in this Island and they all fell to western
powers at different times. It was only in 1833 consequent
to the Colebrooke-Cameron Commission Report, for
administrative convenience, it was made one country.

So, when you try to take lessons on how India became
a Union or how the United States of America became
States coming together, you must remember the history
of this country as well. This country consists of different
peoples who each have their own rights under
international law. Violation of international law is not a
domestic matter. You cannot hide behind the cloak of
State sovereignty. There is nothing called “State
sovereignty” today. Sovereignty is to be enjoyed by the
people. You cannot hide behind the concept of State
sovereignty, violate international law and claim that this
is a domestic matter. No, it is not. You know that very
well. So, in fashioning the country’s foreign policy you
have now gone on reverse gear, you have put the country
at peril.

On this particular occasion when we debate the Votes
of the Foreign Ministry, I think it is our duty to bring it to
your notice that you need to turn around, and promoting
accountability and reconciliation is not a matter that
violates the sovereignty of any country.

Thank you.

O §Roes06:8) OG0
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris. You have 13
minutes.

[12.04 p.m.]
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris - Minister of Education)

Hon. Presiding Member, it is a pleasure to follow the
contribution by the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.

(GIAEES

As we discuss the Foreign Policy of our country in
this august Assembly, the circumstances in the world at
large are certainly not propitious. COVID-19 has proved
to be a dire calamity. There are many lessons to be learnt
from this situation. One of the most important lessons is
that no nation, no group of countries, no culture has the
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monopoly of wisdom; nobody can claim to know all the
right answers. The contemporary experience of the world
demonstrates convincingly that there is no room
whatsoever for arrogance, bigotry and self-righteousness.
Today, more than at any other time in our history, if we
survive this crisis at all, it can only happen on the basis of
humility, the spontaneous sharing of experiences and a
readiness to work hand in hand in a spirit of comradeship
and solidarity.

The cornerstones of the Foreign Policy of our country
are crystal clear. They were set out with exemplary clarity
by His Excellency the President Gotabaya Rajapaksa at
his inauguration in the hallowed precincts of the
Ruwanweliseya Temple in Anuradhapura. We seek
friendship with all nations. We go out of our way to
refrain from interfering in the domestic affairs of other
nations. At the same time, reciprocally, we entertain the
expectation that others will respect, without question, the
right of the Parliament and the people of Sri Lanka to
determine our own destiny. This is the rationale
underpinning the Statement made by the Foreign Minister
of Sri Lanka, the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, at the
Human Rights Council in Geneva barely three months
after the assumption of office by His Excellency
Gotabaya Rajapaksa. The Government which the Hon.
Dinesh Gunawardena represents unequivocally rejected
the Resolutions of the Human Rights Council - 30/1, 34/1
and 40/1 - respectively of 2015, 2017 and 2019. These
Resolutions were not only supported, but indeed co-
sponsored by the “Yahapalana Government” of that time.

This is scarcely believable when one considers the
content and the impact of those Resolutions. Indisputably,
those Resolutions dealt with matters which were within
the purview of the national institutions in Sri Lanka. They
required the rearrangement of Sri Lanka’s Constitutional
provisions, the restructuring of our armed forces and the
police and the repeal of major legislations such as the
Prevention of Terrorism Act. Those Resolutions also
empowered foreign and Commonwealth Judges to
adjudicate on grave allegations relating to war crimes
which were levelled against the armed forces of Sri
Lanka. That is the effect of operative Paragraph 6 of the
Resolution of 2015. This was in blatant violation of the
supreme law of this country, the Constitution.

The abdication of self-respect was further
compounded by the acceptance by that Government of the
obligation to report from time to time to the Human
Rights Council and to abide by the judgement of that
Council in respect of the adequacy of the progress that
had been made in respect of the implementation of these
Resolutions.

Sir, the entire edifice of the UN system is based upon
one sacred principle and that is a principle relating to the
sovereign equality of nations. That principle is illustrated
amply by the seminal instruments of the United Nations
system such as the Charter, the Declaration of Human
Rights and the Jurisprudence of the International Court of
Justice and its predecessor, the Permanent Court of
International Justice. All countries that are members of
the international community, be they large or small,

affluent or not so affluent, are equal in the eyes of the
United Nations system, Sir, equal in intrinsic worth and in
inherent value. There can be no discrimination
whatsoever. That is why there can be no scope
whatsoever for talking down, for hectoring and for
patronizing attitudes. This is not to be misunderstood.
Counsel from friends, sharing of experiences and
suggestions that are made in a spirit of goodwill and
friendship are always welcome. They are healthy. But
what is absolutely ruled out are judgemental postures in
respect of the internal decision-making process of
countries dealing with matters which are within their
purview.

Now, | have dealt, Sir, with the concept of equality.
Equality is basic to the entire United Nations system. But,
there is another principle that is equally important and
that is the principle of fairness. This is an instinct that is
embedded in human nature and it represents a component
of all systems of law and justice and indeed, of all
civilizations since time immemorial. One must look at
both sides of an issue. Evidence has to be weighed in the
balance and conclusions must be arrived at objectively
without bias or prejudgment.

From that standpoint, very sadly, the people of Sri
Lanka have good reason to entertain grave misgivings.
Evidence of the highest value has been deliberately
disregarded, if that evidence is favourable to the armed
forces of Sri Lanka. A clear example of that consists of
military dispatches by trusted members of foreign
countries reporting confidentially to their own capitals.
These have been totally ignored. These dispatches were
ferreted out with the greatest difficulty, as the Hon.
Dinesh Gunawardena pointed out, by personages of the
eminence of Lord Michael Naseby both within the House
of Lords and outside. There were also very critical
findings by Queen’s Counsels of the eminence of Sir
Desmond de Silva, Sir Geoffrey Nice and Rodney Dixon.
These findings completely exonerated the armed forces of
Sri Lanka from any form of culpability or guilt with
regard to war crimes under principles of International
Humanitarian Law and International Human Rights Law.
So, this document, this body of evidence was there. It was
never taken into account; it was deliberately ignored. This
was done in the lofty name of human rights. But, it
constituted a cynical violation of natural justice and the
rules of fairness, both in its substantive and its procedural
dimensions.

1 do not wish to take much time, Sir. Sri Lanka, we
want to insist, is a country with a proud history and a
cherished heritage.

Reconciliation, ethnic harmony and transitional justice
are not concepts by any means alien to us. We have been
nurtured throughout the ages by a rich and vibrant
cultural tradition in each of these areas. But, I want to
stress that the mechanisms we evolve, if we are to aspire
to any measure of success, must necessarily derive from
the aspirations of our people. This is because of the
importance of context with regard to these matters. The
Government of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa fortified by an unrivalled
mandate obtained from the people of this country at both
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the Presidential and the Parliamentary Elections has an
unflinching resolve to address these issues in earnest. The
Government has both the moral and the legal right to the
space to do so. We ask for empathy and understanding as
we move forward in partnership with the international
community to assure to our people a stable and
prosperous future.

I thank you, Mr. Presiding Member.

@O YR 05 ) OIE @
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Then, the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya. You
have 13 minutes.

[12.15. p.m.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Thank you for the time, Hon. Presiding Member.

I must apologize to the House if I am breaking the
rhythm of what has been a facinating Discussion so far by
shifting your attention from the Foreign Ministry to the
Ministry of Mass Media.

Mass Media plays a critical role in the social and
political lives of people. The quality of media in each
society, the degree of independence and freedom are often
taken as indicators of the quality of democracy in those
societies. We generally regard media as having two
functions, firstly, as a watchdog providing politically
relevant information to citizens, supporting their ability to
make informed political decisions and secondly, serving
as a public forum representing the diversity of views in
that society. Traditionally, media consisted of print, radio
and television, but today, we see the Internet and the
digital media platforms becoming far more influential,
both as a watchdog and as a public forum more than any
other types of media.

Sir, the emergence of digital media arguably has
meant that the institution of media has become far more
democratic. Today, every citizen has the potential to be a
journalist. All of us are able to create news, share news,
comment on news and to engage in discussions which can
reach a large audience very quickly. Public figures, those
in power, are under much more scrutiny than before. This
is great from one perspective. It has enabled the
multiplicity of voices and perspectives to emerge, which
is always a good thing. It has created a much larger
critical space regarding public accountability. At the same
time, we have to ask ourselves, what does it mean to be
truthful, objective, independent and ethical in this
context? More importantly, how do we assess what is
truthful, objective and ethical in this context and what is
the validity of these multiplicity of voices, opinions and
perspectives that are offered to us today? These are issues
that societies around the world are grappling with. That
the tension of ensuring freedom of expression, right to
information and protecting citizens from misinformation
have become all the more challenging when media

organizations including social media platforms operate on
the principle of profit is no secret. In recent times,
globally as well as here in Sri Lanka, we have had many
examples of the extent to which digital platforms,
particularly social media, can be manipulated to serve
particular interests, mobilize hate and violence very
quickly.

Yet, media regulation is a highly controversial issue
since it is tied up so closely with the freedom of
expression and the right to information. Government
efforts at regulation are viewed with particular suspicion.
Sri Lankan governments usually do not have a good
reputation in dealing with media. In fact, Sri Lanka, at
various points during the last several decades, was
considered extremely dangerous for those working in this
field.

The list of media personnel who have disappeared,
been killed, threatened, intimidated and forced to leave
the country is far too long and serves as a severe
indictment on successive Governments. Most of these
cases remain unresolved and often forgotten. The officers
investigating certain well-known cases such as that of
Lasantha Wickramatunga and Prageeth Ekneligoda
themselves are now being hunted. As a result, these cases
are stuck now with no progress or resolution in sight.
Such a situation hardly inspires confidence in the
Government’s intentions with regard to protecting a free
and independent media.

Unfortunately, Governments have regarded media
either as their enemy or their propaganda machine which
can be manipulated at their will. We also have to deal
with a situation where our traditional media, whether
State-owned or privately-owned, are known to promote
particular political agendas. Most media institutions in Sri
Lanka are owned by individuals or families closely linked
to mainstream political parties. Governments in power
usually consider State-owned media as their propaganda
machine. Since private media is also closely aligned with
mainstream political parties, governments also then
control private media. As a result, Sri Lanka has a very
few truly independent, traditional media organizations,
either print, radio or television. It is in this context that
the digital media platforms, however controversial they
are, despite all the concerns that I have mentioned
previously, have become an important space for hosting
alternative and critical perspectives.

Hon. Presiding Member, it is in this context that we
need to seriously consider this proposal reported in the
Parliament Website that the Hon. Minister of Mass Media
has stated at the meeting of the Ministerial Consultative
Committee on Mass Media held on the 21* of November
that a website regulatory mechanism will be implemented
within the next two weeks.

o6 oemewngs O/VEE O (B>Sods
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella - Minister of Mass
Media)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Minister, may I finish, if you do not mind? Then,
you can respond later.

Can such an important and crucial regulatory
mechanism be implemented or established within two
weeks? The Members present at that Committee - some of
whom are in the Chamber today - had also made
references to legislation recently passed in Singapore as
an example of what could be followed in Sri Lanka. Now,
it has become quite common, as you know, for Singapore
to be held up as the "model" for Sri Lanka for all things
that we need to do. When we do so, when we hold up
Singapore as the model, we tend to overlook the fact that
it is an extremely tightly controlled society where the idea
of dissent and protest so essential for democracy is not
tolerated. Just recently, it was reported that a Singaporean
man was arrested for unlawful assembly for holding a
placard with a smiley face in front of a police station.
Internet freedom is limited in Singapore and the
Government has high powers of censorship, which it uses
to stifle criticism and opposition views. Is this what we
aspire to? I do not think so. Sri Lankan citizens are highly
politically literate and any regulatory mechanism that
attempts to stifle the freedom to debate and engage with
political ideas would be highly detrimental to our
democratic space. While there is a legitimate concern of
how digital media platforms can distort information,
propagate hate speech et cetera far more dangerously than
traditional media, this move by the Government to
introduce regulatory mechanisms is of deep concern
because the actions of this Government and the
Governments historically in Sri Lanka suggest that their
intentions are not to regulate, but rather to stifle dissent
and the views of its critics while giving a free licence to
their own supporters to attack their political opponents.
For example, many of us have been victims of fake posts
on social media platforms. Several of us have filed
complaints with the CID regarding this, but none have
been investigated satisfactorily. Yet, social media
commentators like Ramzy Razeek, who was arrested
under the ICCPR and Computer Crimes Act and is
currently on bail, was arrested after he made a complaint
of threats he received on something he had said in social
media.

During the first cycle of COVID- 19, the police
warned media outlets against spreading false or malicious
information. This included any criticism of government
officials.

The legal basis for this kind of stand is yet to be
known.

Dharisha Bastians, former Editor of the "Sunday
Observer", faced much harassment over her alleged
connection with the abduction of a member of the staff of
the Swiss Embassy. Very recently, an individual was
questioned by the CID for sharing an image on Facebook.
Journalists reporting on environmental issues have been
threatened and two journalists were assaulted recently in
Mullaitivu when reporting on deforestation. Media

persons have reported that they are asked for unnecessary
information when the Government issues press passes and
that the Government has hinted at imposing restrictions
when issuing passes. The insinuation here is that being
critical of Government policy is an act of betrayal.
Overall, journalists have reported an increase in self-
censorship because of an environment of fear and
intimidation.

Sir, what is particularly of concern here is that the
Government is adopting double standards when it comes
to media regulation, especially in investigations of fake
news. Criticism of the Government is interpreted as fake
news, distortion and malicious and prompt action is taken,
whereas pro-Government media is allowed to say or do
whatever it wants about the Opposition or critics of the
Government. Thus, there are legitimate fears when the
Government says it wants to regulate media, since our
experience is that under the guise of regulations, what the
Government is seeking to do is to actually suppress
dissent and critique. We cannot ignore the fact that there
are many occupying extremely powerful positions in this
Government, who are allegedly associated with the
disappearance, intimidation and even deaths of media
persons. At no point has this Government shown that it is
tolerant of criticism and dissent, but rather the reaction to
criticism has been highly defensive and aggressive. The
ethos is one of intolerances and that is hardly conducive
to freedom of expression. The intension of the
Government, therefore, to establish within two weeks a
regulatory mechanism for websites is truly worrying. If
such a move is envisaged, then at the very least, the
Government needs to engage in a consultative proses to
obtain the views of all concerned.

Also, if the intention of the Government is to promote
responsible and ethical media practice, then it needs to
start with enabling the independence of media
organizations. Even if it cannot do so for privately-owned
media organizations - the Government can always claim
that those are run on the principles of the market - it can
certainly start by guaranteeing independent standards in
the State-owned media.

There is also the State Ministry for Postal Services
and Professional Development of Journalists which
comes under the Ministry of Mass Media. Since it is
under that State Ministry, it is not very clear how much is
allocated from the Budget for professional development
of journalists or what plans there are to strengthen
professionalism among journalists. Yet, clearly, this is an
extremely important area and there is much the
Government can do if it is serious about improving the
quality of journalism. There are many young people
interested in journalism and media, but they do not see
this as a career path due to various reasons, not the least
being the lack of career prospects and security in this
sector. Combining that with the culture of fear and
intimidation that Sri Lankan journalists have to contend
with, how many would consider this as a viable career
option?

Sir, in conclusion, I would like to say that in an
increasingly complex media space, there is no doubt that
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a robust dialogue on media ethics and professionalism is
urgently required. But, what we are seeing today is not a
genuine desire to improve the quality of media or to deal
with the very real issues emerging as a result of the
transformations in media platforms at the media space.
Rather, what we are seeing are attempts to curtail the
freedom of expression, protection of pro-Government
media organizations and persons and an atmosphere of
intimidation and harassment of critical voices. This is
surprising for a Government that keeps talking about its
popular mandate because what it is actually reflecting is a
deep sense of insecurity about its popularity and
legitimacy.

Thank you very much.

G emevEw CYWOIEE ®wmo
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Hon. Presiding Member, looking at and listening to
the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya's contribution, I
think it is very unfortunate that her Party Leader has not
included her in the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Mass Media. In fact, all these moves were discussed at
the Consultative Committee. Particularly, it is not a move
by me and that was discussed at length; it took one and a
half hours and I think it was one of the longest sessions
we had. At that, one of the Members of the Committee
suggested that there should be some kind of monitoring of
social media. When I was the Minister then, we had
numerous discussions as to how you deal with this
situation. Firstly, as a primary move, we discussed that all
social media institutions should be registered under the
Ministry of Mass Media. That is exactly what we
discussed. It has been misinformed completely that we are
going to have a monitoring body with regard to Facebook
and so on. But, it was just a registration, to which all the
Members agreed at that time, they said to safeguard their
dignity and we only had a debate over the fees. We
proposed Rs. 100,000 as the registration fee and Rs.
25,000 as the annual fee, where they requested to make
the registration fee Rs. 25,000 and the annual fee Rs.
5,000, to which we readily agreed even in 2014.
Unfortunately, during last five years, nothing happed.
Therefore, we took it up at the first Consultative
Committee Meeting and there were so many things that
came out of it at the Consultative Committee. So, that is
exactly what was discussed. I am sure the Hon. (Dr.)
(Ms.) Amarasuriya was completely misled and it is a
question of misinformation. I think some Members of her
Party also participated in the Consultative Committee. I
am extremely sorry that her Party Leader has not included
such an eloquent and informed lady, who has been a
Member of this House, in the Ministerial Consultative
Committee on Mass Media.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)
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judges, defence lawyers and authorized prosecutors and
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara.
You have 16 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Thank you. Next, Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath. You
have six minutes.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath)

Six minutes?

G Bendss ewisBn®)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Yes. Because of time constraints, your time has been
reduced.

[e.00. 1.25]
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath)

I was told that I have nine minutes.
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@01 (999928 w) B8 oo ©wmo

(wrewryllg (Currdiflwi) #fss Canrs)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath)

& Bmon esnedd. RatingsdEx3, Gowewsy, Riwr-adEsf
e cash flow vemsy wm ¢ HBHECHTO Eomed 988ewsy
8Oy €008 G BB Pummw ® VD000 o BRI
8ERcdO BOamd Bwoe @WOTmw B O o0
@80y gEE BI0.

©0T Boewdess ©nsdne®s, ¢dwi drewrs’ 0 ®
0G0 BBBID) BBy 808 0o SBYDIS SIBRW HNSHI
YB®» Drewsy OB @B BBYHE O€BINOE BeRBIOo.
®0 080 mDM WE OO OBIER®0 YR WDE oD DT BEHWD
eI 20 o 0 Besimy A Cowoed G3DiBH
wBsineme BEOEHmOen® eBEwWo DVB-T2 Bwm
e emens’ dedE ISDB-T Bes mfsasd 887
Bew. su8e 2adld o® wdyben Bwic®w 08
Boed. 88 owddzn miterd, @® BHwi®w a8 »3dn
300 mOBIBY DN BB,

& D10d0®, aed Ced s DayBDBsIO DaB®w®IDw
CHE¢) ABBON WO SO evenBID A

G Bendss ewisBn®)
(orenrflg Wrdls sellsreri oyeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

@31 (99908 w) O8m oo ©wmo

(wrewryflg (Currdiflwir) #fss Canrs)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath)

8o o OWAE v »HIWC®me WO BEOE
2Dmaes, 3O o ipees e»® aFBeND O
e07eds OB WO MBIWO eVenBI® DeBB Buo
ewddzn OB Pod DO #DFBw B DO, ©REWIO
BB, 60 Bewdes wmisBn®A.

®0 Bewdws eswisBn®o

(orenryflg Wrdls sallerert oeuriaer)
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The next speaker is Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar. You
have 15 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon.Member, your time is up. Please, wind up.
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(orenryflg Wrdls sallereri oeuiasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe.
You have eleven minutes.

[g.690. 1.45]
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®0 98.8. 03B Swmo

(orerLyLfl@ 6TiD.67. SrLoBETedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I only mentioned about your Statement at the UNHRC
on the 2nd of May, 2009, not about your participation
during the "Yahapalana" Government. That is all I
mentioned.
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(oresryfl@ wadlhs FwrdBian)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Just for the record, Sir, I never participated in any of
those meetings between 2015 and 2019. I was asked to
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@G 98.8. @I BSHT Owmo
(LomessTL L@ 6TLD.67. FLofhSTedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Hon. Deputy Chairman, -

®C ©8x¥e 3OS Swmo

(orevsryLll@ wanlbs Fwrdnian)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Hon. Sumanthiran, I have very limited time.

@0 Bewdss 1B

(oreryflg Wrdls sallereri oyeuiasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

The time is very limited today. - [Interruption.] Yes,
Hon. Sumanthiran?

@6 98.8. 3®sIBSsT Bwmo

(omevdTLyL0)@ 6TiD.6T. SrLofbTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

But, of course, the Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe was
there in 2015; he came with the Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera.

@G ©8x¥e 3OS8w» Bwmo

(omevsryLil@ wanlbs Fwrdnian)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

That is a different matter. - [Interruption.]

G Bendss ewisBn®)

(orenrflg Wrdls sellsreri oyeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Time is very limited for the Hon. Member.

©0 OB 8@ Dvmo

(oreryfl@ wanlhs FwrdBian)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
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®0; Bendss ewisBn®)
(woressryflg LWrdls sallerert ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

©C ©BxI¢e w8®GBw Swmo
(oressryfl@ wadlhs FwrdBian)
(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
I am winding up, Sir.

So, we must reach out to them, we must reach out to
the whole world. We should not pick and choose as to
whom we want to deal with. As much as we deal with the
US, we must deal with Russia, we must deal with China,
we must deal with the United Kingdom and we must deal
with France. All the five permanent members of the UN
Security Council must be briefed continuously on the
good work that we have done to promote reconciliation in
this country.
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(orenryflg Wrdls sallereri oeuiasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka. You have 16
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, the Hon. Ajith
Rajapakse will take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. AJITH RAJAPAKSE took the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I wish to make some
observations on the Ministry of Foreign. It seems that the
Government is confused about its Foreign Policy. It does
not look like its sound-bite diplomacy is working. At
times, they call it “neutral” and at others, they call it “non
-aligned”. Then, sometimes, they call it “India first” and
at other times, “Sri Lanka first" with a focus on Asia. This
morning, the affable Minister said that now it is called
“Kalyana Mithra Policy”. Does the Government know
that each of these phrases mean something? Does it know
that the world is listening to what is being said? Does it
know that diplomacy and Foreign Policy is not just about
words, but words being followed through with actions?

To start off, the Government has an “Admiral" as the
Secretary to the Foreign Ministry. I wonder if it is
appropriate to use this tag while he holds the position of
Chief Accounting Officer of this civilian institution. But,
today I noticed that the Hon. Minister did not refer to him
as “Admiral” the only time he mentioned him at the
closing of his speech. Is it because some want to openly
indicate that the country’s Foreign Policy is in the hands
of the military now while the Hon. Minister wants none of
it?

Sir, words matter in diplomacy as much as actions do.
And the world is watching. I say this with my own
experience as the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
from September, 2015 to June, 2017. Sir, even the
Ministry’s name is constantly being changed. In
November 2019, after the Presidential Election, the
“Ministry of Foreign Affairs” became the “Ministry of
Foreign Relations”. After the General Election in August,
2020, now it has become the “Foreign Ministry”.
Actually, the Ministry certainly seems foreign now; it is
an alien entity that is out of sync with reality, out of sync
with international law and out of sync with the norms on
which the current international system is based.

Mr. Presiding Member, diplomacy is about sincerity,
honesty, speaking and acting with civility and
responsibility towards one’s own people as well as the
world and engagement with international partners with
confidence, respect and dignity. The way your own
citizens are treated locally matters when dealing with the
world because that speaks volumes about the nature of
your Government as well as Sri Lanka, our nation.

Today, the Foreign Ministry is an institution, pardon
me for saying this, in tatters. So is the Foreign Service.
Servility seems to be the gold standard by which
competence is measured. It is quite evident that servility
has replaced meritocracy and capacity. 1 want to
emphasize to the Hon. Minister that many honourable
men and women are being sidelined and discarded at the
Foreign Ministry. We must not let this institution be
discredited in the eyes of the world. Let us consider some
of the recent Ambassadorial appointments to most
important capitals. I do not wish to mention individuals
by name, but it is imperative that the right persons are
sent to the key capitals of the world to represent us. I will
take a few important examples to make the general point.
A certain senior officer known to have worked with the
media to misinform the public on Government policy and

caused harm to Sri Lanka’s relations with international
partners during the former Government is being sent to
an important capital. His services for the SLPP at
elections certainly helped you win, but what is the
message that is sent by such action to other civil servants
and younger Foreign Service officers? I want to mention
the name of Mr. A.L.A. Azeez, one of the finest and
experienced professionals in the Sri Lanka Foreign
Service who was Sri Lanka’s Permanent Representative
to the United Nations in Geneva and who was suddenly
recalled. Now, you are sending a complete outsider there.
Will he be able to win the confidence of the UN Human
Rights Caucus for the plan proposed by your
Government?

Let me quote the Hon. Minister from his speech this
morning. He said the proposal is to "justifiably seek
closure of matters related to Resolution 30/1 when it
comes up for review in March, 2021.”

He said he promised in February, 2020 in Geneva to
“appoint a Commission of Inquiry headed by a Justice of
the Supreme Court to review the Reports of previous Sri
Lankan COIs which investigated alleged violations of
Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law to
assess the status of implementation of their
recommendations and to propose deliverable measures to
implement them keeping in line with the new
Government’s policy”. I wonder what progress has been
made on that. Has this COI been established? He did not
mention. However, State Minister Hon. Tharaka
Balasuriya, in reply to the Hon. Sumanthiran, said the
Government will keep to its commitment.

Then, a person who worked for an investment group
of a particular country and peddled fabrications on its pay
to mislead the public about another country’s grant
assistance to Sri Lanka is being sent as Sri Lanka’s
Ambassador to the country for which he worked. Think
about the messaging here. Should you actually do that? A
person who openly insulted a particular friendly nation
has been sent as High Commissioner to that same
country.

I am making an exception and taking the liberty to
mention the name of my classmate Mr. Asoka Moragoda,
whom I have known for 50 years. Yes, I agree he
possesses the diplomatic skills and the correct
temperament to represent Sri Lanka, but it is shocking to
see a Government which says that it adopts an “India
First policy” keeps the High Commissioner post to India
vacant for almost a year.

It is equally surprising to see the High Commissioner-
designate, even after receiving confirmation of his
appointment to India, still associating himself with his
Pathfinder Foundation and tweeting with great delight
about the signing of an MoU between his Pathfinder and
the controversial Chinese company Huawei to collaborate
in so-called “cutting-edge ICT technologies in all spheres
in Sri Lanka”. I will reserve further comment on this
most unusual "diplomatic" situation. Is this the way the
Government’s foreign policy Tsars treat our neighbouring
countries? It looks more like a game of pitting one
against another.
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Mr. Presiding Member, let us look at the
Government’s “Economic Diplomacy” drive. I am glad
that the Ministry is adding emphasis to the Economic
Diplomacy drive that I started as Deputy Minister during
the Hon. Minister Mangala Samaraweera’s time. I am
encouraged by the fact that the very able State Minister
Tharaka Balasuriya has been entrusted with the task, I
quote from the Performance Report of the Foreign
Ministry which is on our Table, of “Expanding the
existing trading, investment and labour markets whilst
looking for new opportunities with Asian and African
countries to cultivate economic ties, to diversify export
baskets”. I wish him the very best in his endeavour. I
encourage him to restart the 18-week online Economic
Diplomacy Programme I started with the Centre for
International Development at the Kennedy School of
Harvard University.

That was a first for the University and a first for us. It
was really successful with some 40 plus senior diplomats
participating in the rigorous course to sharpen the skills
needed for successful economic diplomacy. Sir, I would
like to table* the Agreement we signed in March, 2017.

I wish to make an important note that economic
diplomacy efforts should not be restricted just to Asia and
Africa, as mentioned. The State Minister is capable. Give
him a greater challenge.

Having said that, I wish to make a few rather
disturbing observations. “Economic diplomacy” in
contrast to what is being very strongly defined as distinct
from something that is called “political diplomacy” at the
Foreign Ministry is not mutually exclusive. That is
incorrect. The political and the economic spheres are
intertwined. So, why are we making this blunder? I hope
the Government and the officials of the Ministry realize
this soon. If not, the entire exercise will fail. Does the
Government know that just asking countries to come and
invest will not make credible private companies of stature
to come here in droves?

Just talking about a "strategic location" will not make
Sri Lanka a hub for anything. Saying “we want to be
friends with all” and that we are “non-aligned” or
“neutral” means nothing, if those words are not matched
by action. The Government must realize that Sri Lanka
can only benefit from its geographical location if we work
with honesty, skill, dignity, transparency, pragmatism and
wisdom to partner with all nations. Look at Singapore.
Singapore too is a member of the Non-Aligned
Movement. But, look at the maturity, pragmatism, and
wisdom with which Singapore manages its relationships
with the international community. Look at Vietnam,
which is also a member of the Non-Aligned Movement.
See how that country works with all partners. Both
countries, just last week, become members of the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, the

* gedmmieed md ¢o.
* BITeD BlsweVIIS SN0 ew6s s LILIL (BT,
* Placed in the Library.

world’s largest trade agreement accounting for more than
30 per cent of global GDP. While we are raising our
barbed-wire protected walls, they are widening their six-
lane bridges. Being truly non-aligned in the post-Cold
War context is to work honestly and with confidence with
all partners without being defensive, protectionist and
arrogant.

To be successful, the Government must also
demonstrate that it places democracy, the rule of law,
independent institutions and credible and transparent
governance above individual self-interest and might I
add, in our case, above the interest of one family.

In case the Foreign Ministry is not aware, economic
diplomacy cannot be conducted in a vacuum, economic
diplomacy is not a one-way street and the economy is
linked to the political and the governance realms. Is it
sound or sensible economic diplomacy to kick Sri
Lanka’s long-standing development partner, Japan, which
the previous speaker spoke highly of, in its face by
cancelling the Light Rail Transit project with JICA
funding? Does the Government expect Japanese investors
to invest in this country in this backdrop? We understand
that our Embassy staff met with the new Head of JICA in
Tokyo this week. And what had he said? He had said that
Sri Lanka is losing its credibility among Japanese
officials, business and industry leaders and that it will
lead to many disadvantages in the medium to long-term.
That is what he had said. By the way, has the American
gentleman from California still not taken up position as
Colombo’s Ambassador to Tokyo?

One of the Government’s key development platforms
is Colombo Port City and the proposed International
Financial City therein. As a person who was involved in
preparing the legal and financial incentive framework for
the Port City Special Economic Zone and as the
Chairman of the Steering Committee during the last year
of the previous Government, I know it is absolutely
essential for Sri Lanka to be above board on money
laundering allegations to attract the right kind of investor.
I am sure the Government remembers that Sri Lanka was
placed in the blacklist of the Financial Action Task Force
in 2011 and categorized as a dangerous country in 2012.
A lot of people do not know this. Most people do not
know that it was finally in 2016 and 2017, through the
hard work by the Central Bank, the Ministry of Finance
and the Foreign Ministry that Sri Lanka managed to be
recognized as a cooperating State to be placed on the a
grey list and work its way out of the grey list in 2019.
Following the lead of the FATF, the European
Commission also placed Sri Lanka on the blacklist at the
time.

Through diligent work, Sri Lanka enhanced its Anti-
Money Laundering and Counter-Financing of Terrorism
Standards to improve compliance and elevate Sri Lanka’s
standing to get Sri Lanka out of the EU Blacklist. That
too, Hon. Minister, is economic diplomacy and that kind
of work requires hard, painstaking, diligent and honest
work. Throwing words around, cutting deals or issuing
press releases threatening or criticizing international
institutions and demonizing certain countries will not
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help Sri Lanka become a hub for anything. That will not
get Sri Lanka anywhere except isolate our country on the
international stage, reducing its stature and weakening the
country’s economy.

The Government’s present action, particularly
providing the opportunity for racketeers to bring, I quote
the words used in the Hon. Prime Minister's Budget
Speech, “funds hidden locally and internationally" by
paying just 1 per cent tax on the entire booty risks Sri
Lanka being placed on a grey or blacklist once again,
eroding the credibility of Sri Lanka’s banking and
financial system. That will put an end to the planned
Financial City.

On a separate matter, take the ongoing fraud case of
Sri Lanka’s former Ambassador to the United States, Mr.
Jaliya Wickramasuriya, where the Government has
informed the US Government that he cannot be
investigated for allegations of money laundering and
continued to enjoy diplomatic immunity. But "The
Sunday Times" last week on its front page stated that the
US had dismissed the immunity reinstated by the new
Government. Does the Foreign Ministry expect that this
kind of conduct will create confidence in investors or
lending agencies? Is this what the Foreign Ministry calls
sound economic diplomacy? Economic diplomacy, Sir,
will fail if we demonize certain countries and
international organizations, as I said before, in the eyes of
the Sri Lankan public and lie to the Sri Lankan public
about the motivations of some countries and international
organizations just to win their votes.
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Okay. Thank you.

This is what the SLPP did, sadly aided and abetted by
some senior Foreign Service officials, in respect of Sri
Lanka’s relations with the US MCC Compact. This is
what they did with respect to the East Container Terminal
Agreement involving India and Japan as well. It was the
same with the Light Rail Transit project with Japan.
Sadly, the Government and the people have trapped
themselves now in a bind.

Who are the losers in the long run? The people of this
country, both present and future generations. Why is the
Government so afraid of working with democratic nations
and international organizations that call for measures that
will help Sri Lanka establish credentials to attract sound
investment and enhance trade? Does the Government not
know that global standards of free trade and a fair
investment climate will benefit business and help attract
credible and high-quality investments into the country?
The talks about “Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour”
mention the development of a strong trade relationship
with Asian countries. But obviously, these are only just

words because the Sri Lanka - Singapore FTA remains
unimplemented, while key economies have conducted,
like I said, Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreements.

Since I am running out of time, I must say that this
kind of talk and action that do not match their words
make observers wonder whether for the Government,
"Asia" means just China and the "world" also means just
China and China alone. For a moment, I am not
devaluing the partnership with China. China has been and
will continue to be an important partner in our future. Just
a bit of history, Sir, in fact, it was during the period of
Dudley Senanayake that the Ceylon-China Trade
Agreement, better known as the Rubber-Rice Pact, was
signed in 1952 to overcome the severe impact of crashing
commodity prices. As the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella
mentioned this morning, it was China who came to our
aid and negotiated the exchange of rice for rubber when
the US did not agree to our request to grant us a UD
Dollars 50 million loan.

Sir, parroting the words “friendship with all, enmity
with none” is not enough; saying that we are following
the "Kalyana Mithra" policy is not enough. Actions must
prove it. We must engage with the world. We must
leverage on our comparative advantages. Trade is good,
not evil.
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Sir, please give me two more minutes. I will finish.

In fact, our success depends on how best we utilize
our hugely important geographic location. Sir, I am going
to skip some sections of my speech, which I would like
table*. But finally, I want to mention one important
point.
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Sir, please give me one more minute.

If anyone in the Foreign Ministry or the Government
cared to read the Geneva Resolution carefully, what we
spoke about earlier this morning, they would have
understood that what the was Government committed to
do in October, 2015 was exactly that, to set up domestic
mechanisms.

* gefmmiged 3 .
* [BTeL BlewsviiSSlel sweusssLILIL (Beirendy.
* Placed in the Library.
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The Hon. Minister spoke about what he was planning
to do. I hope, he will continue to do what he proposed
here and what he has promised to the international
community and not take us back to the pre-2015 era.

Anyway, Sir, in conclusion, I appreciate the efforts
taken by Foreign Ministry to repatriate our citizens stuck
overseas due to the pandemic. But, I urge the Hon.
Minister to pay special attention to the tens of thousands
of our poor labourers stranded in the Middle East.

I wish the Hon. Minister and the State Minister well.
As a responsible Opposition, we remain ready to help.
Thank you very much.
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@6 (99008 w) & ¢ 8BS0 Owmo
(wresrflE (sTHd) apias & fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I rise to a point of order.
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I am not referring to the Professor from Missouri
University. There were so many contradictions in his
speech, which we can debate later. That is a different

issue.
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Mr. Presiding Member, we live in a very connected,
inter-dependent world, some say. But, COVID-19 has
shown us that States are on their own when it comes to
the challenge at the end of the day. It is, therefore,
important for us to build a homegrown, our own organic
policy towards foreign affairs. It makes me to say that Sri
Lanka, being a small State, needs a smart foreign policy
framework. This smartness should be seen in our
security, our economic diplomacy, our culture and in
knowledge exchange. Why a small State like Sri Lanka
should be a smart State is based on two key factors: one
is, structural and long-term and the other is, short-term
and conjunctional. The most obvious reason for such a
call is the misplaced foreign policies of the previous
regime that gave away the sovereignty and the
independency of my motherland unconditionally, at
times. Such overtly "satisfying the Western" policies
seriously compromised, insecuritized and infringed on
our sovereignty. We have to move away from that

framework. - [Interruption.] Let me finish this, Sir. We
can debate this later. We have to move forward with a
more sophisticated, systematic approach in our foreign
policies. - [Interruption.] Yes, I corrected some of the
mistakes you made. I went to Geneva in 2019 and fought
against the 2015 Resolution. I corrected some of the
things that you did. - [Interruption.] Exactly. Because it

was against the Tamil people, it was against Sri Lanka
and it was against the Sinhalese people, that I -
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We have to move forward with a more sophisticated,
systematic approach in our foreign policies, first, with our
immediate neighbour India and then, with our neighbour
China. Politically, clearly it will be Sri Lanka first, the
neighbours, next and with the rest, we need to live and
move forward.

Our 157 foreign Missions, High Commissions,
Embassies and Consulates have the ability to become
promoters of Sri Lanka for diversified investments,
tourism and cultural exchange. This economic diplomacy
strategically needs to be persuaded with vigour and
commitment. I would even suggest that we should give
investment targets to each of our Missions so that they
can promote Sri Lanka as a destiny for investments.
During the 29 years, the terrible separatist war did bring
influence from ideologies and Western interests to my
motherland and to all communities. Yes, we have to learn
from our mistakes. But, such learnings necessarily must
come up with an organic way of doing things; a
homegrown solution is what we are looking at. To deepen
our democracy, we should continue to have dialogues
with our political aspirations. Therefore, I would invite
the Representatives of Tamil nationalism - I will also
contribute - to take realities into account and sit down to
have our own mechanism, to find a Sri Lankan solution
and not to run to Western corners where they have their
own interests. And that divide-and-rule policy had been
there for the last 200, 300 years played against the global
south, as we very clearly know.

Transitional justice cannot be merely a word used for
the narrow ends of one party. It should go beyond
transitional  justice. Sir, we should talk about
reconciliational justice; we should talk about distributive
justice; we should talk about cultural and knowledge
justice in this country so that my motherland will be
healed, so that the Sinhalese, Tamils, our sisters and
brothers can sit down and talk about our issues eye-to-eye
without any foreign interpreters in between. Our aim
should be not to allow foreign interventions to use us
against each other.
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Instead, we can find a common ground so that we can
sit down and talk with each other without arrogance, as
the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris reminded us in the morning.
Without arrogance from the West, without arrogance
from our own mistakes and without talking about the
unrealistic past, either side needs to sit down and talk so
that our children and their children's children will live in
one undivided and undividable Sri Lanka as proud
citizens.

The comparison between Sri Lanka and countries like
Singapore needs to be stopped because anybody who
knows about this country’s history will not do such
mistakes. Singapore is a city State with a small history.
We respect that country, but comparing Singapore to Sri
Lanka is a mistake that no Sri Lankan should make
because our anthropology, our history and our culture are
more complex than theirs.
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Therefore, these foreign policy debates should be in
that context.

I am aware how some learned Hon. Members who are
here are trying to use my speech and I am sure that by
evening, this will be on diaspora media, that I am
speaking against them. No, I am not speaking against any
nation. I want to work towards a united Sri Lanka, a
unitary Sri Lanka where the Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims
and all of us can share and call ourselves proud Sri
Lankans.

Thank you, Sir.
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Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Presiding Member, I would like to begin with
what the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris in his eloquent speech
this morning referred to when it came to the UN Charter.
The UN Charter, no doubt, talks about the equality of
sovereign States. Similarly, the UN has recognized the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights which recognizes
the inherent dignity of the human being. So, individuals
and their inherent rights also have got to be respected by
sovereign States. Going by what the former Governor of
the Northern Province who spoke just before me said, the
cultural rights of the people too have got to be recognized
and respected by individual sovereign States.

Our Constitution lays down that the sovereignty is in
the people. It is not just a matter of vesting the
sovereignty in the people, but it is in the people
themselves; nobody needs to vest it in the people. And
sovereignty includes Executive power, Legislative power,
Judicial power and also franchise and fundamental rights.
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This is what our Constitution states. So, when it comes to
the fundamental rights, there again I go back to the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the way in
which the ICCPR - International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights - describes the dignity of individuals.
Now, in this regard, I would like to interestingly refer to a
news item that appeared way back in 2012. “The Sunday
Times” political column published an imaginary incident
to draw attention to the state of affairs in the then
Government. In that process, they brought me also into
some ridicule.

The imaginary incident they referred to goes like this.
“At the maritime security conference held in Galle, Mr.
Hakeem, the Minister of Justice was seated at the same
table where another VIP calling himself the "Minister of
Maritime Security" from Switzerland was seated.
Somewhat perplexed, Mr. Hakeem inquired from the
guest, 'How come you have a Ministry for Maritime
Security in Switzerland which is a landlocked country?'
The guest, thereafter rethought and said, 'Mr. Hakeem,
you better explain how, how come you could be a
Minister of Justice in a country without any justice?' "
Though it was a joke at my expense, the moral of the
story is certainly relevant to the current times too. -
[Interruption.] 1 have also gone to Geneva in defence of
the regime who is now sitting in the seats of power at the
time when I was the Minister of Justice and even to date,
people like the Hon. Sumanthiran and others keep
criticizing me for having done my duty then as the
Minister of Justice.

Sir, then I would like to refer to another matter. I am
talking of the dignity of the living. The question of the
dignity of the dead is a matter of contention. I have, in
fact, interjected in this regard when the Hon. Minister of
Foreign spoke and referred to the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation in this House two days ago. All the Resident
Ambassadors representing those countries here appealed
to His Excellency the President to reconsider the
"cremation only" policy regarding the COVID -19
victims. That request has so far not been acceded to. A
few days ago, the UN Resident Representative also
referred to this incident and appealed to reconsider that in
the light of the fact that the WHO has very clearly
permitted both options of burial and cremation. In this
regard, it is very important for me to say this. Continuing
with the "cremation only" policy has traumatized a
section of this nation. That is not simply a denial of their
fundamental right to be treated with dignity, but also it
goes to endanger communal harmony. We have kept on
urging the Government to revise this draconian Gazette
which is patently discriminatory given the fact that the
decision is not based on reliable evidence and supported
by any plausible scientific reason.

Sir, T would also like to refer here to a forensic
pathologist attached to the Minister of Health. He goes to
the extent of telling the BBC that he fears that a COVID-
19 victim and his body could be used as a biological
weapon. I do not know how he has come to this
preposterous decision on us, the Muslims in this country

converting a COVID - 19 dead into a biological weapon.
You must understand that to convert the COVID virus
into a biological weapon, you must at least have a
Biological Safety Level 3 lab, which is only available at
the MRI and in two universities. How can that be falling
into the hands of Muslims in this country to create a
biological weapon out of a COVID - 19 dead? This is
how preposterously racist attitudes are shown by some of
the so-called men who are urging and criticizing the
people who are asking for their legitimate right to give
the dead at least their dignity, to be buried with dignity.
We are fraught with all kinds of ghosts and bogeymen
who are posing as experts. Is this the way in which this
Government is treating this hapless Muslims in this
country?

We have always been asking for this with utmost
respect and pleading with this Government to reconsider
this draconian Gazette which has to be revised in the light
of scientific evidence.

Yesterday, the WHO has very clearly said that while
swimming in a swimming pool, a COVID-19-affected
person cannot transmit the disease through water. That,
again, has been proved yesterday through a circular by
the World Health Organization. This being the case and
since our friends of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, the Amnesty International, the European
Union and various other international organizations have
also made this fervant plea, I once again very respectfully
urge that you consider this.

Sir, let me also come to the other issue of the ICCPR
Act. The ICCPR Act talks about hate speech and has
provided a provision through which you can punish those
people who engage in hate speech. Now, what is
happening in this country? That particular provision is
being used in breach, I would say, to punish innocent
people who make a post on the social media. This
morning, the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya, on
behalf of the JVP, spoke about the case of Ramzy Razik,
an innocent journalist who had been held under custody
under the ICCPR Act for several months. It so happened
there was a young progressive Sinhala short story writer
too, having written a short story, was kept in prison for
several days because his right to express his opinion
freely has been curtailed by the very provision which we
brought in to curtail hate speech in this country. I cannot
understand how, when it hurts the people in power, they
are using this for their own parochial purpose than to use
it for the right purpose to stop hate speech in this country.

Sir, these are the issues I thought that I should refer
to, but since I have a little more time, let me also refer to
a comment made my good Friend, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha
de Silva about our High Commissioner designate to New
Delhi, my good friend, Mr. Milinda Moragoda. I beg to
disagree with the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. Mr.
Milinda Moragoda, yes, is, in fact, behind the Pathfinder
Foundation which has done yeomen service and good
work as a think tank in this country. They organized the
Pathfinder Indian Ocean Security Conference 2020
recently, through, of course, a virtual conference. Our
new Foreign Secretary happens to be an Admiral, but I
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am sure that he does not have the luxury of engaging in
gunboat diplomacy because we are not a military power
to be engaged in gunboat diplomacy. I must say our
Foreign Secretary is a very articulate person; he has
participated in so many conferences abroad. Be that as it
may, what is important is to have people like Mr. Milinda
Moragoda because I have had the pleasure of serving with
him in the team which negotiated with the LTTE on
behalf of the Government.
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I have had the pleasure of serving with Hon. (Prof.)
G.L. Peiris and Mr. Milinda Moragoda in negotiating with
the LTTE in the six rounds of Peace Talks and we found
Mr. Moragoda's experience, ability and negotiation skills
were so useful for this country. He is somebody who has
immense experience in dealing with multilateral agencies
and donor countries with his international connections. I
am sure the position in New Delhi is a very important
position. We have never had Foreign Service officers
serving in New Delhi; we have had political appointees in
the past as well. Of course, what happened to our Foreign
Service Officer and very esteemed gentleman who served
in Delhi, Mr. Prasad Kariyawasam? When he came back,
he joined the Speaker’s Office and unfortunately, these
very people in the Government started criticizing him.

Such a good officer who had an unblemished record, a
wonderful officer, came in for criticism. So, let us not
throw brickbats at people just to suit our convenience as
and when people are taking up positions. Of course, the
Speaker’s Office is a neutral office. In that office, having
somebody like Prasad Kariyawasam serving is a good
thing for the entire Parliament. But, unfortunately, they
looked at it through partisan eyes. And similarly, I would
ask that Mr. Milinda Moragoda’s appointment also be not
criticized because he is somebody who has immense
knowledge. At the time when we dealt with the LTTE, it
was important for us. Though Delhi was not directly
involved, all the other capitals were involved.
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Okay.

We had Washington, Brussels, Oslo and Tokyo
involved actively on behalf of the international

community. Those were well coordinated discussions
with the LTTE though the LTTE was very intransigent
and finally paid the price. That being the case, I would
say, Mr. Milinda Moragoda’s appointment was a good
one, a correct one though there were some people even
on the side of the Government, those who supported the
Government, criticizing his appointment because they did
not think that he was going to favour their ideology. This
is not a position to favour somebody’s ideology or
somebody else’s ideology, but to work for the benefit of
the nation.

Saying that, I thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, it gives me great pleasure to
say a few words on the Vote of the Ministry of Foreign.
The Hon Minister is someone that I have grown to
respect. My late father was extremely respectful of him,
he was very fond of him and their relationship goes back
a long way. Likewise, the State Minister of Regional Co-
operation, the Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya and myself have
a common alma mater and our personal relationship also
goes back a long way and I sincerely hope that my
personal views on the two important individuals who
steer this Ministry do not, in any way, colour the duty
that I am supposed to discharge in dealing with this Vote.

Hon. Presiding Member, the Annual Action Plan of
the Ministry of Foreign for 2020, under "Duties and
Functions", under item No. 08, states that one of the
duties is to make a study of geopolitical tendencies and
advise the Government on strategies to be adopted in the
management of such tendencies in a manner beneficial to
the interest of Sri Lanka. In the similar spirit, I recall the
Foreign Secretary in one of the conferences stating
somewhat correctly, I would say, that it must be the duty
of the Foreign Ministry and the Government to make
sure, as Sri Lanka is a geopolitical hotspot and is a
strategically important country, that Sri Lanka is not
made a political football where great powers compete and
ultimately Sri Lanka stands to lose. I am paraphrasing.
Those were not the exact words, but that is certainly the
spirit in which he made those comments. That actually is
how Sri Lanka’s Foreign Policy ought to have played out.
The fact that Sri Lanka is geopolitically a very important
country is not rocket science and it is not a secret. The
fact that during World War II, the Allied Forces had their
Eastern Naval Command based in Trincomalee in Sri
Lanka clearly shows that for decades, if not for time
immemorial, that Sri Lanka belongs to the Indian Ocean
and its location dictates its importance. But the question
is, how has this importance been used? What has the Sri
Lankan State done with its Foreign Policy and how has it
used it to the advantage of what the Foreign Ministry
calls "Sri Lanka"? Here is where I think things start
deteriorating because it is a tragedy. In my view, it is a
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tragedy. Sri Lanka has used its strategic importance since
1948 to try and undermine its own population or a section
of its own population, particularly the Tamil people.

Sri Lanka’s Foreign Policy since 1948 has been to
look at India with suspicion because India, with a massive
Tamil population in its southern flanks, will naturally be
quite concerned about the Tamil population in this Island.

And, therefore, it has catered a Foreign Policy to
contain India’s interests and they have been doing that in
many ways and its climax was in the 1980s when
President Jayewardene chose to lean towards the United
States. At that time, it was a Cold War situation where
India, although non-aligned, nonetheless had very close
relationships with the USSR and Sri Lanka chose to tilt
heavily towards the United States and what happened
thereafter, I think ,we all know. Sri Lanka became
destabilized; it became destabilized to the point where
India very openly took the side of the Tamil armed
struggle and the Tamil struggle for their rights.
Ultimately, it came to a point where Sri Lanka had to sign
the Indo-Lanka Accord and a good part of that Accord -its
annexures - although the mainstream part of the Accord
talks of a solution to the Tamil national question, very
clearly show that Sri Lanka ultimately have to, in some
way, surrender to India’s strategic interests.

Again, under President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s regime,
with this sort of drunkenness to somehow prevent Tamil
rights from being recognized and refusing to come to
some sort of political settlement with the Tamil national
struggle, Sri Lanka chose to align itself with China. That
is a country that does not meddle around with the internal
affairs of countries, which is well known, whereas
countries like India, the United States and western
countries tend to put conditions on human rights and
insist that Sri Lanka commit itself to plurality. So, what
did Sri Lanka do? Sri Lanka went the other way; Sri
Lanka tilted towards China. Sri Lanka had to tilt towards
China to such an extent that again, today, Sri Lanka has
lost its ability to take decisions on its own. That is the
reality. The Hon. Minister and the Hon. State Minister
might be compelled to deny that, but that is the reality.
You tilted to such an extent to China in order to prevent
Tamil rights, your own fellow citizen’s rights. You would
rather not accept that Sri Lanka is big enough for all of us
to live as equals. Sri Lanka is not only the homeland of
the Sinhala Buddhists, by all means. It must be the
homeland of the Sinhala Buddhists, but it is also the
homeland of the Tamils and the Muslims.

There are several nations in this country. Tamils are
not opposed to the Sinhalese. We do not deny the Sinhala
nationhood. We do not deny that Buddhism has to be
protected. We do not deny any of that. But, why are you
denying other identities? It is that drunkenness and that
need to deny so heavily that Sri Lanka is a plurinational
country that made you compromise your own sovereignty
to a point that you have to sell strategic assets to China
today.

Therefore, Hon. Presiding Member, 1 wish to state
this. For as long as Sri Lanka refuses to recognize Tamil
rights and Muslims rights and insists that this country
only belongs to the Sinhala Buddhists, for as long as you
keep going down that path, you will have to play the
geopolitical game and the more you play that game, you
must remember, we would once again go into a polarized
world. You will create enemies and when you create
enemies, those enemies will look for leverage. Tamil
rights might be denied by you today; you might even
colonize the North-East to a point that the Tamil nation
might become a non-entity - that is called genocide, by
other means - but one thing is for sure, that the
geopolitical contestations that you are playing with today
will also make sure that you get destroyed. Mark my
words, it will make sure that you get destroyed. The day
you begin to shed communalism and racism, the day you
begin to recognize that the Tamils are as much owners of
this land in the North-East as you are in the rest of the
country, the day you begin to cooperate is the day that
you play this geopolitical game in a proper way where all
of us can benefit and it does not, in fact, become a zero-
sum game. Even though we might be willing to
cooperate with you, for as long as you refuse to, it is you
who will also be defeated ultimately. Make no mistake.
That is not something that you can ever run away from.

Today, you are antagonizing, even though you might
not formally accept it, India; you are antagonizing the
United States. I am not saying that you should not work
with China. By all means you must, but if you
compromise your strategic assets, if the relationship
becomes one of a strategic nature, which China has made
itself into, then you are in this dangerous game and will
spiral to a zero-sum game. And you might deny Tamil
rights, but you will also deny your own citizens of the
sovereignty that you so proudly say that you stand for.

Thank you.
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It is through the Foreign Ministry that the policies of
this Government and the development programmes are
taken to the world and that any international aid or loans
have to be obtained for development. We have always
followed a middle path - ®@xseO yBesedw- or held a non-
aligned stance. But now, with the trade war turning into a
cold war - 8nc gdawexs- between the United States and
China, how would our Foreign Ministry manage our
affairs? What is the balance? How will we balance India?
00 wsiendsd Bwsimd, a seasoned politician has been
sent as High Commissioner to Delhi, India. However, it is
for the first time in the history of this country that a
person who held a Cabinet rank has been made a High
Commissioner.

Europe has given us a warning about becoming a closed
economy. We are highly dependent on trade with Europe.
GRowsnGie) ©6; ©53Bn®A, more than 60 per cent of our
trade is being done with Europe. GSP Plus plays a crucial, a
major role. I remember, during the last Government, it was
with greatest difficulty that we were able to get back the GSP
Plus facility; & eswznieds @0sIm @sd yodsy Hew. &
Ded® »O®&, garment factories. Most of our export are to
the USA. The Ministry of Foreign will have to facilitate and
further expand our exports without upsetting China. How
will we do this? These are questions that the current
Government will have to face.

Sir, the airports and ports are closed today. That sends
a clear message to the world that Sri Lanka is closed for
business; Eoz0d DvE) Bedsiesi Bus Om. GEoesG®
©0 938O, it is imperative that all related Ministries
and Ministers set up a Joint Committee together with the
Ministry of Health. gexs 609E oxfemosf, if one has a
valid PCR test report taken within 72 hours, that person is
allowed to come into that country. They are required to be
self- isolated only for about three to four days just to
check. So, I would like to suggest to the Hon. Minister
that it is also important for our tourism industry to set up
such a system or have a rigid system put in place so that
when we eventually open Sri Lanka for businesses and
tourism and when foreigners do come, they would come
with a valid 72-hour PCR test report.

Repatriation of Sri Lankans is another subject. More
than 1.6 million Sri Lankans are working overseas. I am
asking the Hon. Foreign Minister to ensure that all those
who want to come back to Sri Lanka or who are trapped
in those counties are brought back to Sri Lanka under the
repatriation programme. It is very, very important. What
is the plan, we must ask? When they come back to Sri
Lanka, will the Foreign Ministry make arrangements to
pay them compensation for the loss of salaries? Many of
them are stuck in those countries without salaries and
some are complaining that they do not even have food to
eat.

I am not going to talk too much about the Geneva
Resolutions since the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella also talked

about them in the morning. But all I want to say is, in
coming March, 2021, we will again have to face the
music in regard to Geneva Resolutions. Having
professionals in the Foreign Service is a must; giving a
training for our young Foreign Service bureaucrats is a
must. With regard to the functioning of our Sri Lankan
Embassies abroad, the professionals attached to those
must be given the right training and briefing for them to
take the Government policies forward and if you want to
attract foreign investments, how they should do that.

The other contentious issue, Sir, is the political
appointments.

Seodn eudded sgPDB egddmed BERBsT 0® B8Eacd
om emdsewns’, 0eds estes’. JewmEEsy
D0 DmD, Sodn e ng & BO COdDE
Bedz Embassies D BEaw8zy hope that they will be
allocated with duties. However, I wish to bring to the notice
of the Hon. Minister that there is a bone of contention
among these officials that they are not getting their due
places. Therefore, I would ask the Hon. Minister and the
State Minister to look into this. I do not want to mention
their names. But, there is another allegation that sg®0(8
egwhed BENIE 000m»  @wd gue DHRO -
promotions - &z & ¢wd SedetDw (OB Bws) Om.
DDHNHEDS 0nd HOBR®O & o ¢5idh BImH. 9© I
Beadsted 58 Bwusim wsiesy snw. »Hs, O & o
@300 D0 30 GN® @¢B Bwm Bddww Bewsd.

& Ded® a8 dEiemedn edmdl, SOFA om, ACSA
om wm» MCC Agreement oz 8D o ¢ @Bn® ®
800 G® ©¢B B WICW 0B B 0O deod
N0 e O dedsewsI®, Exclusive Economic
Zone O BERCO 0l #@B8n8ed mned mO1ey 0w
¢ D0B Bwo ® DEremedinin @D ds.

& Ded® PO HOBB, 0® gdEHed2 B®E B3
OBn® OB 2wd Ped BnBdae, yer®s ye mosim. If we
do not protect our seas from being raped by large foreign
vessels, we will follow in the footsteps of countries like
Somalia where fishermen turn to piracy because it is no
longer viable for them to go out and start fishing. So, if
we deplete our seas, we will also have to follow in the
footsteps of Somalia. ©&; #@BROR, a¢ ceds et By
OFevern 8y Bedmdr nDIey O®. & o etows
DEETD Bwr & 9RO Do,

gc On@red BmDed mewst me, about Counter
Terrorism Bill versus the Prevention of Terrorism Act &z
8&ac®. Hon. Minister, both of us know how we tackled
that issue and what pressures we came under. However, in
the future, I would suggest that we do some amendments to
the Prevention of Terrorism Act and I would be glad to help.
We have about 14 amendments which we made at our
Committee to the original Bill that came from the Cabinet. I
would suggest that we amend the Prevention of Terrorism
Act as well.

2Dwy D@ewsy ©® »D WIcwmwe BesIm @BE,
for the record. ®d; @8 oyg®os ©Bn®y Counter
Terrorim Bill 920 86008 asd e coeced gsiess.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Sampath Athukorala)
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Regional

Co-operation)

Mr. Presiding Member, I was hoping to make my
speech in Sinhala. But, before I do so, I want to adress
and answer certain queries raised by certain Hon.
Members of Parliament at the outset.

ure@Giw - Urrpgw 2 pey

I think the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, a senior Member
of this House, made the comment that the Hon. Mahinda
Rajapaksa and Mr. Ban Ki-moon signed an Agreement,
which was a very nefarious statement aimed at misleading
this House and I want to reiterate that there was no such
Agreement signed by the former President and the former
Secretary-General of the United Nations. I do not want to
speak anymore further on that.

I also want to make a comment on a remark made by
the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran although he is not present
here. He spoke very eloquently. We know that the Hon.
Sumanthiran is a wordsmith and he tries to put words in
our mouth. He made the point that the last Government
made a genuine attempt for devolution. But, I want to
remind the Hon. Sumanthiran that it is very unfortunate
that they - he was the architect of that attempt to bring in
a new Constitution - failed at the outset when they failed
to bring in even a Bill and that the United National Party,
which was a leading coalition partner, did not even put
forward their suggestions relating to constitutional
changes to the Steering Committee. So I think, in a way,
the Hon. Sumanthiran also managed to hoodwink the
people as much as the United National Party managed to
hoodwink the entire nation.

Then, my Friend, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva said
that we are confused about our foreign policy and also
made comments about the changes in the name of the
Ministry. I think changing the name of a Ministry is not a
new thing. If you look at the Auditor-General’s
Department, the name of that institution has changed
several times, but the function of it has remained the
same. So, I do not think that it is of major importance.

I also want to bring to his attention that for the first
time in Sri Lanka, we have a 20-point foreign policy
directive. The 20-point foreign policy directive has been

based on the “Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour”, the
economic plan of His Excellency the President. So,
whatever foreign policy decisions that we take will be
based on that 20-point foreign policy directive.

The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva also stated that Sri
Lanka had been included in the Grey List in 2011. I
checked up on it. I believe that Sri Lanka was included in
the Grey List in October, 2017.

@S (§0028w) w8s ¢ BT Bwmo

(wresryllE (srHd) apias & Hoveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. State Minister, I can table that document. Sri
Lanka was brought into the Grey List in 2011 and to the
Danger List, in 2012. We started getting out of it in 2017
and got out of it in 2019.

®C 0% DoRey8w Owmo

(oressTyfl@ STréHe LTe@sTw)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

I stand to be corrected. I do not want to argue on that
matter.

The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva also made reference
to the militarization of the Foreign Ministry. I believe that
it is because the Secretary to the Ministry was a former
Admiral and a Commander of the Navy. I think it is not a
fair statement. If you particularly take into consideration
his qualifications, he has a PhD, an MSc. in Strategic
Studies, an MA in International Studies, a Diploma in
World Affairs and he has been a lecturer in international
relations in universities in China, Japan, India, Pakistan,
and Bangladesh. So, I feel that it is not a fair statement to
categorize -

@01 (9008 w) w8z ¢ 8BS Owmo

(wresryflg (seTHd) apias & Hsoveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

In fact, we have no problem at all with Prof.
Colombage. I am told that he is a very genial person as
well. The only issue is, he is the only person using the
title “Admiral”. If he is a retired Admiral, then he has to
use the word “retired”. Usually that is the practice. He is
the Chief Accounting Officer of the Ministry, which is a
civilian organization. There are other Secretaries who are
former military officers. But, they do not use their former
military titles. That is the only point I was making.

®C 0% DoReyBw Owmo
(woresryfl@ STrHe LTeL@: )
(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)
Okay. Your point is well taken.

Also, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva commented on
the appointment of Mr. Milinda Moragoda as the
Ambassador designate to India. I also want to comment
on the Hon. Rauff Hakeem’s speech, in which he was
gracious enough to acknowledge the fact that a person of
the calibre of Mr. Milinda Moragoda will be an asset to
any government. His vast experience will come in handy.
I just had lunch with him yesterday and we discussed an
array of things. I have no doubt that he will perform his
duties for the benefit all Sri Lankans.
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oy Bweo. But, a non-aligned policy does not mean a
non-active foreign policy. So, I think we need to ensure
that there is an active foreign policy and we engage with
all countries, which is what we have been doing for the
last few months.

®C §Roe35200:e) OB

(omevsTL 0@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTa6lT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. State Minister, your time is up.

@G D6 DReyBw Swmo
(omevsrLll@ STrdHs LTELE; W)
(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)
Okay, Sir.

In my concluding remarks, I want to thank the Hon.
Minister whose years of experience has come in handy
and whose guidance is always welcome. He has always
been there to guide the Ministry and myself. Therefore, I
would like to give my sincere thanks to the Hon. Minister,
the Secretary and the staff of the Foreign Ministry. I think
I will fail in my duty if I do not mention that we have
some of the brightest minds at the Foreign Ministry when
compared to the other Ministries. So, I am very pleased
that there is a good staff to work with and there is a lot of
work to do.

I also want to mention that the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de
Silva told me about the programme he started with the
Harvard University. I also invited him to come to the
Ministry to see the progress of what he initiated.

B § o320 O E o

(omevsrLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTsH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. State Minister, please wind up.

®C 56% DB Swmo

(orenryfl@ sTrés LTOVEMW)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Please, give me one more minute, Sir.

So, we do not need to reinvent the wheel all over
again. Whatever good stuff the previous Government had
started, we intend to continue. Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de
Silva, I think we already set an appointment, but we could
not meet up. Once this Budget Debate is over, we will set
a time again to meet and you can advise us on the good
things you have done and we definitely intend to continue
with the same.

Thank you very much.

®C § e300 OG0

(orer Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILNeTT SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! ©o; OFFOGB, ©wwvred BH»OYD
DOeOD @0 WEW CA OB wew B€ 8Eed®sInd
deded.

FO ¢ O ©:88082Vnd Suldesl Se.
GYBEITLILG. LITTTEBLOSSTDLD LEHT(BID T L9 UUISF5/.
Accordingly, Parliament resumed.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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Considered further in Committee. -

/THE HON. PRESIDING MEMEBER in the Chair.]

®C §Roe8500:8) O G @0

(orenTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan, you have
five minutes.

[L0.L. 4.51]
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(The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan)
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cpevgeTd  ClFevey

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 69,200,000, for Head 112,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 2,850,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,850,000, for Head 112,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

02 92 D10wOwD). - ©DEDY OBV - Y5IGOEHD B3 c®,
61.12,139,380,000; §cas Bwe® 61.477,950,000
BapFAsH L 02.- gllalmsslF QFwphuTBHeT - BassTHlouhEh

Q&evey, emumis 12,139,380,000; cypsugerrd Glasvey, epumii
477,950,000

Programme 02.- Development Activities -
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 12,139,380,000;
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 477,950,000
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(Hon. Members)
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Question, “That the sum of Rs. 12,139,380,000, for Recurrent
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 477,950,000, for Head 112,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 295.- DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 154,025,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 154,025,000, for Head 295,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 295, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 6,050,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 6,050,000, for Head 295,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 295, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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pVBeaTE  ClFevey

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 146,925,000, for Head 419,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 419, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 13,150,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 13,150,000, for Head 419,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 419, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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seweoriy 211,

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 248,275,000, for Head 105,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 105, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 862,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 862,000,000, for Head 105,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 105, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 59,741,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 59,741,000, for Head 105,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 105, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs.5,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs.5,700,000, for Head 105, Programme
02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Head 105, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 210.- DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 296,845,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 296,845,000, for Head 210,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 210, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 241,626,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs.241,626,000, for Head 210,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 210, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 211.-DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs.3,084,658,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,084,658,000, for Head 211,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 211, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs.393,300,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 393,300,000, for Head 211,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 211, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 18,333,019,000, for
Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Recurrent Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 2,484,900,000, for Capital
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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HEAD 308. - DEPARTMENT OF POSTS

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 14,643,500,000; Capital Expenditure, Rs. 982,274,000
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Question, "That the sum of Rs.14,643,500,000, for Head 308,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 308, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 982,274,000, for Head 308,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 308, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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At 5.41 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.
Committee report Progress; to sit again on Thursday, 26th
November, 2020.
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And it being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. SPEAKER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.
Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.19 p.m. until 9.30.a.m. on

Thursday, 26th November, 2020, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 20th November, 2020.
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