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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Health:

(a)  Will she inform this House-

(1) of the date on which the first COVID-19
patient was reported in Sri Lanka;

(i) of the number of COVID-19 patients
reported daily, separately, since aforesaid
date up to now;

(iii)  of the number of PCR (Polymerase Chain
Reaction) tests performed daily, since
aforesaid date; and
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(iv) of the measures that have been taken to
combat COVID-19?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance,
Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs
and Minister of Urban Development and Housing:

(a) Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of investments for which
agreements have been entered into, of the
Bingiriya Export Processing Zone up to
now;

(if)  the value of those investments; and
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(iii) the number of investments, out of the
number mentioned above, that has begun
work at present?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(1) the reconstruction work of the Nanjundan
Tank, which is one among the major tanks
belonging to the Pudukuduirippu Divisional
Secretay's Division of Mullaitivu District,
was not carried out as a result of the heavy
and continuous rains, in spite of the
financial allocation of Rs. 40 million made
by the former Government after granting
approval to the above reconstruction;

(if)  alarge number of paddy fields and lands get
water from this tank and the rural people
are dependent on this tank for their
livelihoods; and

(iif)  although the required approval has been
granted to the State Timber Corporation to
remove the unnecessary trees that grow
along the dam of the Nanjundank Tank, it
has not materialized owing to the
dilapidated state of the road used for
transportation?

(b) Will he inform this House -

(1) if so, of the date on which financial
allocations will be made for the
reconstruction of the Nanjundan Tank; and

(it) the date on which the work related to the
reconstruction of the above tank will be
commenced after having repaired the access
road?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal - State Minister of Money
and Capital Market and State Enterprise Reforms)
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Thank you, Hon. Member. We will certainly look into
that. As you quite rightly said, the money that was
previously allocated had been utilized for a different
purpose in consultation with the stakeholders. But now

that you expressed the need once again, we will certainly
look into that and take necessary steps for it to be
expedited.
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Thank you very much for raising that Supplementary
Question, Hon. Member. As you know, originally, money
had been allocated for the tank. But, subsequently, it had
been shifted as a result of the requests of the stakeholders
of that area, including yourself.

However, now that you made this request once again,
we will certainly look into that and see whether it could
be done. Newly, money will have to be allocated because
the previous sum that was allocated had been shifted to
other projects as a result of the delay by the
environmental agencies.

Once again, we will have to discuss with the
environmental agencies and get their permission and
thereafter, we will be able to restore this tank. We
understand the need for it; we understand your request.
But, certainly, we will have to go through the procedures
in order to do that and I can assure you that we will look
into that.
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asked the Minister of Education:

(a) Isheaware -

(1) that the roof of the three-story building of
Sri Sanghabodhi Maha  Vidyalaya,
Colombo 14 is in a dilapidated state and a
part of the roof has collapsed; and

(i) that the safety of the students has been
threatened owing to the said situation?

(b) Will he inform this House of the steps that have
been taken by the Ministry of Education in this
regard?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance:

(a)  Will he inform this House, separately, pertaining
to each year during the period from 2015 to
2019 -

(1) the quantity of electronic items imported
into Sri Lanka;

(if) the countries from which those electronic
items were imported; and

(iii) the companies which imported those
electronic items?

(b) Will he also inform this House of the total
expenditure of importing electronic items into Sri
Lanka during the period concerned?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Hon. Jagath Kumara, please continue with your
speech.
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Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara. You have
nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini
Amarasuriya. You have 15 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe.
You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC)

Okay, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe. You have 13
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(omevsryLil@ wanlbs Fwrdnian)
(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
I am winding up, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe. You have 14
minutes.
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(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)
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O Bendss w0 8wisBn®)

(oreryflg @wsseallsr rds sallereri jauiasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon.Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam to the
Chair?

®o; Od. Bwedsigsl Quwmr (8ym® e yedw
8080 ©8Y Da@n BHTO BIEH ¥ ¥ G8S®
end® Dm YOED Garss a®imsn®o)
(oreryllg & alwurGyhslrer - Marsnslw Hrrw MNrEss
EMBNIGET:S afl_(® afleumig)esr LHmILD
AniQurmerrsry  vuli&EQFens Guburl B @)rrerhis
O|OLFFIT)
(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan - State Minister of Backward
Rural Areas Development and Promotion of Domestic
Animal Husbandry and Minor Economic Crop Cultivation)
Sir, I propose that the Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam do now take the Chair.

aueriLiL

O ©8rIe w3®SBw» Bwmo

(oreryfl@ warlhs FwrdBian)
(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

S8y IS0 wom @&
2 GLorBlGEmi.
Seconded.

gadmas Sz @EY, et 3O8» Se.
aflsorir BB SBLILIL B eTDmIS I TeTaTLiIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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YSITLID S, wrTLIAG GUpHHBMIHT LITHG SallFreni gyeuiser
Y GBI FG S 60T IsoTIDY EEryeni
THEI LSBT QI TFLOTIHN55LD YU BT HEDVSHL 6USB)55 T F561T.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

lefi the Chair, and THE HON. SHANAKIYAN RAJAPUTHIRAN
RASAMANICKAM took the Chair.

LomEoTL)LO] S FITGOOT IS ILIGIT

®C § e300 OG0

(orerLfl@ SeweveLSTEHIGL 2 DILNeTT Sj6uTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please continue with your speech.
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(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) V. Radhakrishnan.
You have eight minutes.
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Next, the Hon. Dilan Perera. You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana.
You have 10 minutes.

Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Isuru Dodangoda to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana - Minister of Ports
and Shipping)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Isuru Dodangoda do now

take the Chair.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Sir, please give me one more minute.
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It being 5.30 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned.
Debate to be resumed on Thursday, 19th November, 2020.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.31 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 19" November, 2020, pursuant to the Resolution
of Parliament of 13" November, 2020.
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