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asked the Minister of Labour:
(a)  Will he inform this House-
(i) the number of Sri Lankan employees
abroad, by now;

(i) the names of the countries in which
aforesaid employees are employed; and

(iii) separately, the number of employees
employed in each country?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

() the measures that have been taken by the
Ministry for the welfare of the Sri Lankan
employees working abroad distressed due
to COVID-19 pandemic; and

(if) the measures that have been taken by the
Ministry to bring them back to the country?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(20) @)eirGmev, yesr?

asked the Minister of Environment:
(a)  Will he admit that -

(1) the forest cover of Sri Lanka including the
Wilpattu National Park is being destroyed
due to human activity;

(i) the North-Central Province has already
been reduced to semi-arid condition;

(iii)  this situation has affected the entire climate
of Sri Lanka; and

(iv) some region of Sri Lanka is affected by
natural disasters such as floods, drought,
landslides etc. all the time due to this?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether steps will be taken to develop
national  policies for  environment
conservation in Sri Lanka; and

(i) if so, the date on which it will be done?

(¢)  Will he also admit that it is appropriate to conduct
a study on climate change in Sri Lanka through a
committee of experts?

(d) If so, will he also inform this House whether
arrangements will be made to conduct that study?

(e) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Finance,
Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs
and Minister of Urban Development and Housing:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the number of coconut trees that were
removed when developing the
infrastructure facilities of the Bingiriya
Export Processing Zone;

(ii) the parties to whom the aforesaid coconut
trees were given when they were removed;

(iif)  the methodology followed for it;
(iv) the price given for a coconut tree; and

(v) the institution whose custody the money
earned through it is kept?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a) Is he aware that-

(i) the sewerage system of Bluemandhal
Vidyalaya situated in the Srimavo
Bandaranaike Mawatha, Colombo 14 with
approximately 400 students has not been
repaired and consequently, the gully covers
have been replaced with wooden covers;
and

(if) the students of the said school do not have
access to proper toilet facilities?

(b) Will he inform this House of the steps that have
been taken by the Ministry of Education in this
regard?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a) Will he state-

(1) the number of officers belonging to Sri
Lanka Principals’ Service in Tamil-medium
schools in Kandy District; and

(if) their names along with the names of the
schools in which they are serving at
present?

(b) Wil he inform this House in regard to Kandy
District-

(i) the number of officers who have obtained a
grade in Principals’ Service, but have not
received an appointment of Principal
relevant to the grade; and

(if) the number of officers who have received
appointments as Principals in Tamil-
medium schools without qualifications in
the Principals’ Service?

(¢)  Will he also state this House of the details of the
teachers who have received the appointments
mentioned in (b) (ii) above, along with the names
of the schools in which they are serving at present?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Finance,

Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious & Cultural Affairs
and Minister of Urban Development & Housing:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the number archaeological sites that have
been destroyed from the year 2015 up to
now;

(i) the names of those sites;

(iii) the reasons for destroying the said
archaeological sites;

(iv) whether the persons who destroyed the
relevant archaeological sites have been
identified;

(v) the punishment meted out to them;

(vi) the number of archaeological sites which
have been destroyed, but perpetrators
responsible have not been identified; and

(vi) the measures expected to be taken in future
against the destruction of archaeological
sites that preserve the past glory of a
country?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa - Minister of Irrigation and
State Minister of Internal Security, Home Affairs and
Disaster Management)
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asked the Minister of Health:

(a)  Will she inform this House separately, pertaining
to each of the years during the period from 2015 to

2019, of-
(1) the quantity of medicines imported into Sri
Lanka;

(ii) the countries from which those medicines
were imported; and

(iii) the companies which imported those
medicines?

(b) Will she also inform this House of the total
expenditure on importing medicines into Sri
Lanka during the period concerned?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi - Minister of
Health)
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [17th
November]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [The Hon. Mahinda
Rajapaksa.]

Question again proposed.
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Sir, we live in an inter-dependent world; we are
connected to each other. There are those who are
prosperous and those who are vulnerable. The poor
domestic worker works in the Middle East and sends us
the hard-earned dollars. It is by increasing the reserves in
the country that we all can benefit. The poor nurse works
hard for a low wage when she could easily work in
Europe or the Unites States of America for a much higher
wage. She enhances our lives; protects our lives. But, in
this Budget, there was not enough attention paid to the
vulnerability of the poor and also to the falling middle
class.

People pay taxes because of the social contract. We
have a responsibility, as those who govern, to those who
are being governed, to make sure that they are protected.
The environment, the forests, must be protected for our
future generations. That is what we need to do in
Parliament. Those who love this country, live here to be
buried or cremated here. Dual citizens who leave this
country when things go wrong should not be making
decisions for us. In the United States of America, they
pay higher taxes because they accept the social contract.
When they have no stake here, they will leave.

We need governments that are owned by the people,
for the people. You cannot have a tax regime that does
not benefit the vulnerable. Therefore, we will vote against
the taxes as we have no other option because the
vulnerable do not benefit from this Budget. .

Thank you, Sir, for the time given to me.
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Os@ e 020 Beys §en mfvess will give a new
life and boost the FinTech sector. This is a futuristic
attraction to a large selection of youth and Professionals.
This is certainly a part of the vistas of prosperity and
splendor, that is indeed very much in line with His
Excellency the President's vision. I must say that specially
as a professional who has been engaged in the sector this
is probably the first time such a boost has been given to
the youth and Professionals who are engaged in
technology and FinTech sector.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Tissa Attanayake. You have 11
minutes.

[g.0. 11.57]

@G Bedes gu¥mm0em Ovmo

(oresrLyfl@ Serven HSSBTILSS)

(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)

OO DNNIDROB, ¢ 0@ gw D1 DD wHWIG O
@DEIED, ol “NIsB eedinw D¥ue SBn®), Ced
BdDwed O FEOIO w8Ee®@ndd ©®awm BIO
o O® gmo wsionds DD O 8w 83n ©®
e®ewen e® gw 1w O DOB e Bl OO
26)1@1638.

O WO e 0w, 0® gw D1 eCane 988ss Woy
@i @mo @80 wH @0 @DEN O DO OO ¢BmrDo.
dm 48 0 @ecrn® B8wxizn mdemws. s, 88 ¢Bm
20000 2021 0dmedsy eedt)d 9e8un moy 0® aw O
eCamed weysy gBowrdo Su 05D PEHW® WOY WIC e
8EAcO m»® 0 BOmO oFOsTmy . 0 dend® BwsIm
¥R ©rND BedmID. OO (A5 8PS o¥nd »ed,
28 a¢ Gy o gf 88m W e abycs. e®w
Bedvers mEBN WE GB) WICTHBH.

@D WO, @23R - 19 dwe-onws Om ¢ OOHS
0ed 8:88mw ¢ O3S Beanm Im.

BBTOND, ged sy &w® 8o Bewew® gihe @O
Bedmdh. deduewsy god dedn dBw ¢cwd, Di0m
D0l @es®, & Ded®, gumem @e® dme
drews’ d¢ 90 Beadmds. & amd, od®w @&Smw
s8@eOsI0D »ESIm I¢ NS BedmryDr. 8 ESH
:08RDEE §1¢w® 8 ¥ OEHEB D HEBHWO WD
Beadmds. § Hed®, dBw Ste y@rmem ¢ud ¢B8 edo
Bedmdn. & ¥ gfwed Bedm ©@-ddm Omede,
ewdOEF D006 OO Gwm BB VICLWE &¢ D
OB 8eDE) B Du®mm 020edE. ©®
B&Dows mosTes’ e®m 2020, 2021 gx0 Bedn gHewdvw
B3B8, 08 gfewdow Seentm ¢8 eem®m WJYy ewltnsn
e® 2w O eCIve nEP Bwwd 100 ©woOySed
BwsIs Do



341 2020 @2%»0@®a& 19 342

& amd a8 Dedvews’ mFwsn WO By O
Db Gme Beadmds. 2020 sgf »bned ged @&Sm
DB EDOW wWagh FOWBE OBIDHD. OO, waew 1.6 &
D0d® gl 283w IR eD®w tags nw Dmr BIOO
20080 IEH® BPens Buecr ndm WO Wi 0w,
2020 §E »8ned I wcw ICHOF BAeed . &
OO 008 Bwedsier) e@muic? e 8OO gediyed
288m meP@umdmed v BBwm d¢ D100 gcd®w B
Bedny 0. 00 ®ONEHROA, 8O 8OO 088 ecms ¢®
BB 8 e s o Dm ®O®D »®, I»
288m gdromwes ©OBO RO “nuIns BImwent
2D VIR ¢BIBrID0. ©® wEwo @ed BwsIB) YOO 0WIc®
Condens BeIm®. vyBwe ¢DEOE @® mmCers eRend
8L eOE By emw.

eCImed Bmusind e OO egddmnn BB® DibmbdD
2® a8 OO Bedm »I¥Ds ICH®. eCImed
SeTIBC G OO BEIC Dilmy mO® Pwnm RBE
Bednryon. Fitch eismoys, S&P giwmm e, Moody's Investors
Service Bwsy @mens o8, d. O dm, 0® Givmm
05l D8mdn Bedmdr ©0] DONEWROB. & axd
G0 00 »0m BFFOE®O BEE 0085 BedmrDw
Besm mdens ossiOmn. Moody's @wenmwed amd,
SeIB0 e egwhon B0 wdver Ddmd 88 a8
'‘B2' n¥foed 80 'Caal' n¥foed ;3. a8 no dmnl
sed Bowrr 6CEIDeE DoemeeIm eDDD CO BB
o 00 & Smow e0edd, 0®@8 WO HOB
Spend 0omnecndce 48 alwid 00 o 0dm Im.
000sY nFF OGS nE eI gud WO BedsIesy?
E0 28 wosIm Beds) e ©EedEs 80 GBS, qed
288 »FFOO BHO® 0® 0B8m» Y ¢dfcwed a8
8850 abae @B »0 03O »08 20208 8¢ ©dco
Bedstesy. dmw »HOB @owe® ¢ 900, “xndeBn®s
20192 g0e38® o0 ofm Du® VAT g 8wwed 15 80 §
B0 @8 e I NG NECO0 emennO BusIn) yodsy
Ced a@8lSmwd @® wvmwer eI & Ded ecwr ®E
B omemrR0 BsIm) yodsy Jews’y ¢y meog dg
D0 @l WO Bw. viNn8, e@wte Jeed? VAT owm
Bwwd 15 80 Bwwd § ¢ ¢f) BE® wowr AT BHHD
@@ BBZHDD eNedB CReTd. O uB®ien D000
BoemO CreadsIs ¢f. 98z ¢sd a88 Pey aowe® Gi8eE
dBwm» 600, & ged wOEF® ®wed®sT nemsl dw.
ozl qud 00D Dl e@male? Jowmsy dmmded A8
8c andor, 80» ed8 afder, Smwed «® BE
@B Bes 18w Bec BEwxsIn ydsim® .

8300002 D50e00w, DedR ePuen, FBBIBL) Focaw®, ay
D¢, OB IPE Bne vung 30 »HOB Dolm edsien.
gl 0d®nw On Agay «® O SEHTO® EICHGOE
©®D @m® sWEED wewsy OmD. gud ® EY
esemsiensy e@imwe? o® nIFOw v ACHEID §esd
cuemYy) YB® Wb nOB8 &8 3:88m »eOrmimed
P00 ¢AC BITVDW®O 81 D Bedmrdiw Buxy Om. &
Ded®, D168 283w yBuBum 28 05 WmOmDrw Bem
DCwmw. 0® Bw o® o 80 Dt wcBCecs a8
DETID e B ke O Sodsewrsy On IsID)
25)1@1538.

& OF®O ©0 o8 ydvmw Bedmdi. 0® o snGw
cOEOE BB Dag B¢ @B Pewo OO ¢mm. 8Ee®@xInDO

Bedm §EB ICB 015, OO st e dcw 8D god
BB Du0ENed 148 DudEGeds] Sedrvewsy wewnsy
D500, IO ¢15¥ WO Bedd ¢Bewlvne ICTID. gud e®
o OF OF woEIed Bl yodsl. o® od Bwo ged
001 WOBID PYOOT; ¢80 ACW Bedmdr BwrIzy HOOST.
D&, 148 Ox0Ldd ©wB2 cess e dcw B8Eac
208Ee®sTnD0 Bedm ¢ Sods SIBNOE AEGO
g8ewle oI ¥dsie? 2020 $08 9ccE &8 vgHedB
& ¢ g0 w@On BerPBE YeE Agew. Im yames
0008, & 8@8nwe. 2020 85038 9eEr ©¢w @Y
005 ene and; w®On BwPBsT Bovymc ocws Yl
am®n B0 ome. S, 2020 8, ¥B, 48, vewdudn @
40  oemev®¢ -8 Ded gddbdm- v  AC®
208Ee®@InDD0 ©C 0D eWEDWO WECHB WHOBID
300sY edlery Bum ddene YEm® Bedmd. 0® o
Dog BDag WO O BN OB Bedn YEH® »OG,
O® e 80 neg BeE IBwm 6291 ww E @O
B0, & @wd Do Busier »Ye? 8Ee0s5ind amn®n
oIy HBD, 28Eed®Ined Bewlvwzw mnd OB
BB C OB S 8B Beamrds. §BeE dEws 629
wE CA 005 Bedmd. gdmmedd & @mwe E5mD08
ws¥esy. & Ono e0edd, Ded 7T4m mcs ne @® Sed
9Bwed D80 e R OB DICH DD e®® BIE®
283086 0DEI BedmHDo.

O @%sIedOsT yrrsTg Owmo
(omessrL0l@ GggmedTevL_6dT LIT6dTTHI)
(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] in the Chair.
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(wrenryfl@ G whsseallsr LNrdlg sallsrert ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Vijitha Herath, please continue with your
speech.

® 88» edon Ownm

(wrenrfle aflefls Camrd)

(The Hon. Vijitha Herath)

Sir, how many minutes more do I have?
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(orevwsryfl@ Gussefler Lrdls sallareri ojeuidesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You have six minutes more.
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(orenrfl@ @ whseallsr Lrds sallFreri oeuiassr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up.

®0; 88» oo ®wmo

(1oreryifl @ oflefls Camrs)
(The Hon. Vijitha Herath)
Sir, give me one more minute, please.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. John Seneviratne. You
have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. John Seneviratne)
Give me a second, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Gamini Lokuge. You have nine
minutes.
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Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne. You have 11
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Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up.

@0 (e0Dex1) Grfn etdrNdntsy Owm

(reswsryfl@ (sweugBlw seoTBIF) rredls CFerTyd o)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne)

@G Bewd®s m0m ©nisBnd®s, 80 nos o 0D
@¢BIB). © WD @ BT WOBTHO.

©edt) M eED DG POB® CEID O® BHOGE HOG,
e®I08 JO @mmemwe. a8 simd, VO Vg @O

cCireed Somst 0. HYD ¢z ©@FOE SO Bauewrr. OBEZENO

300068 O30y emew®e? GST qw mosieny emewr®e?
g¢ EU o Beomrdw 0® »uvm® o). o@mule Bece
Beasiersy? EU statement et Beadmdo, I quote :

"Trade, however, is not a one-way street."

@7y Bwmo, "Sri Lanka is violating WTO regulations
by banning imports" Bwees. el gumemOEsY Bwwd 68
@eoddm ©ew®wsd - EU - »08 wrler). & eomEecs
Buemon, 0® traffic Oz BedzsTeos? O om0 0z0edd
B 0@ews HOFOHD Ded devmyy s OBHedIsy
o8 600 e®ime 0dTen’? e®sin 0@ OB 988edwdd vx
58S, 1970 0ewsIDE »oy S 2105 an d¥sed mosim
DT

O3S Bewdess 0% 80IsBn®)

(worenryfl@ G whsseallsr LNrdlg sallsrert ojeuiaesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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Hon. Member, please wind up. Time is very limited
today.
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The next speaker is the Hon.
Athukorala. You have seven minutes.

Amarakeerthi

[g.6. 1.40]

©C; gOCREB anemise Swvm

(orenTfl@ SwrEiTss osCHTrev)

(The Hon. Amarakeerthi Athukorala)
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(orenryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdg sailFreri o)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

@6 gOOREB gnemdse Svmo
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(The Hon. Amarakeerthi Athukorala)
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(orevwsryfl@ Gussefler Lrdls sallgreri ojeuidesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up.

@061 (§9028w) w8 ¢ 8FDr Owmo
(wrenr Ll (svrKldl) anias & Asveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

O® Sod a8 evuE o ®»O0 ). 0@ ewnd
Soemun BeadmDr @ OO & 01 DS DOBID).
RN BBene 0OCH @800, -

S Bendess 0% 8wisBn®)

(wrenryfl@ G wessallsr LNrdlg sallsrert ojauiaer)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order. Please continue with your
speech, Hon. Amarakeerthi Athukorala.

O gOSRER gnemdde Ovmo

(oresrfl@ Srsiss os1Csmre)

(The Hon. Amarakeerthi Athukorala)

880 OBn® 00 »E e Bedmdi. [Dodn
BBOH]

@S (82028 w) w&» ¢ BFD Owmo

(reryflE (sorEd) anias & deveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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(The Hon. Amarakeerthi Athukorala)
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(rewsryll@ Gussefler LUrdld sallgFreri ojeuidesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa. You have 14
minutes.

[g.00. 1.47]

@61 (§9028w6) 29E® e0IReHD OHm

(orenTLfl@ (HTHIF) Brevs QsTL_Ganeur)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa)
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@6 (§9D28w) w8 ¢ 8FDr Owmo
(oranryfl@ (sevrBlg) aniay & Asveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®S Bewdss 02 eswsBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseaflssr Urdld sallFreri ojeuidser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is the point of Order, Hon. Member?

@O (§0Da8w) wEs ¢ 8D Owmo

(wreryflE (soTEd) apias & Asveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. State Minister, I do not want to take your time.
What I want to raise has nothing to do with you.

e ©s Ostesis oy, ©®D cover mOBIB.
aymbhee DR WOy . OmemO e® o
HOBROTTE D Wi eddE, Dumvewnsy mr OB

edoE, -

®06 Bewdss 0% e3wresBn®r

(orevwsryll@ Gussefler Lrdls sallgFreri ojeuidesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I have been informed that there is some technical
difficulty with the TVs. However -

@6 (§9028w) w8 ¢ 8FDr Owmo

(wreryflE (sTEd) apias & fAsiveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

No, not with the TV, Sir. Even the "Parliament Live"
telecast is off. That means, no one -

®6 Bends w0 80isBn®)

(orenrfl@ @ whseallsr LNrds sallFreri ojauiasesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

But, the Proceedings are being recorded and anyone
who wishes to have a CD, can have it.

@6 (§9028w) w8 ¢ 8FDr Owmo

(wrenr Ll (svrKld) anias & Asveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I am not talking about CDs. I am talking about
people outside. If the media has been banned -

®S; Bewdess 0% 8®IsBn®)

(wrenryfl@ G whssallsr LNrdlg sallsrert ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

We have been informed that they are working on it.
They will rectify it very soon.

@S (82008 w) w&x ¢ BFD Owmo

(wreryflE (soTEd) anias & feoveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Then, Sir, take a break; suspend the Sittings until it is
fixed. - [Interruption.] Why not? What I am saying is
that the media has been banned and the only way out is
the "Parliament Live" telecast.

®6 Bewds 0% e3wrsBn®r

(wrewryll@ Gussefler Lrdld sallgFreri ojeuidesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

With the "Parliament Live" telecast, there is a
technical difficulty. But over the radio, the broadcast is
going on, it seems.

@S (80028 w) w&x ¢ BEFD Owmo
(wrewryflE (sorEd) apias & fAsoveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
What about the TV?
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B Bewnds 0% 89IsB®)

(orenryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdg saillFreri euider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Over the TV, no, because of the technical difficulty.
But they are trying to rectify it and they will do it very
soon. Thank you.

Please continue with your speech, Hon. State Minister.
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(oreryfl@ (s0THF) Brevs Q&rL_Ganeur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa)
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(orevsryLll@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallaFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran. You have six
minutes.

[1.57 p.m.]

o0 8.8. 8FesIgDssT @wmo

(oressrLll@ &.afl. aildCGeerveuresr)

(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I feel elated at
being granted this opportunity to speak during the course
of the Budget Debate of this Parliament and I thank the
Hon. Speaker for that.

Sir, Sri Lanka’s Budget deficit in 2021 is expected to
be 9 per cent of GDP. The Government revenue is
expected to reach Rs. 1.9 trillion in 2021 and the State
expenditure will record a new high of Rs. 3.52 trillion.
So, the Budget deficit of Rs. 1.56 trillion will be financed
via 37 per cent to 40 per cent of foreign finance while the
remainder will be financed domestically.

* gedmmeed 3 .
¥ Brsb BlenevigSle0 swsusisLiLIL (Harsnsy.
* Placed in the Library.

A systematic review of Sri Lanka’s post-war defence
budget reveals that Sri Lanka spends too much on
defence and that it is spent inefficiently. I wonder if the
Auditor-General has supervisory control over the
spending. I doubt it. Sir, from 1983 to 1987, our average
defence budget was US Dollars 421 million; in 2009, it
was Rs. 214 billion; in 2019, it was Rs. 306 billion; in
2020, it was Rs. 312 billion and for the next year, it is
going to be Rs. 355 billion. The allocation for defence
next year compared to 2019 is an increase of 16 per cent,
which is Rs. 49 billion. The war is over, but our defence
expenses are going up higher and higher. Why? Is the
Government expecting another war? If so, with whom? Is
it with the Tamils, the Indians or the western countries?
Whom is the Government afraid of? Why are we
arranging for wartime security needs rather than post-war
security needs? My suggestion is, if less money is spent
on the defence budget, more money could be allocated to
pay off debts, thereby ensuring more macroeconomic
stability. Are you not cutting off your nose to spite your
face? Are you not clothing yourself with armaments,
artillery, armour and infantry in the land domain and
logistics in the maritime domain because you are
suspicious of sections of your own citizenry who had
been reacting to your prejudicial, discriminatory and
unilateral activities of the past?

As Buddhists, do any of you not realize that you are
traversing on a karmic, suicidal path? Buddhism says our
actions today fashions our life tomorrow. If we think
outside the box, so to say, today and act accordingly, our
path tomorrow might lead us to prosperity and
contentment. Let me place my view straight. The
Sinhalese are getting to be in readiness for war because
you suspect the Tamils. Is it not suspicion, fear and
hatred that drives you to arm yourself so lavishly with
newer and newer armaments at great cost? As a result,
have we not swelled up our national debt, a debt
prejudicial to you as well as to us?

Why do you not think of mending your fences with
the Tamil-speaking and obtaining the goodwill of lakhs
and lakhs of Tamils driven away by you and living
abroad? What stands between reconciliation and
prosperity, on the one hand, and you, on the other, is the
hesitancy by you to take the correct decision, the decision
that would reconcile all ethnic groups in this Island. It
was King Ashoka who realized the futility of war,
violence and vindictiveness. On realization, he changed
the course. The time has come for a change of course in
the Sri Lankan history also. With two-thirds majority in
Parliament, you could bring peace, reconciliation and
prosperity or death, damage and destruction. The choice
is yours.

Acknowledge that you have committed immense
wrongs to the Tamil Community and try to mend your
differences with us. All we want is the right to look after
ourselves in our traditional areas and govern it the way
we want. That is not separation; that is devolution. That
gives meaning to the theory of subsidiarity. According to
this theory, political decisions must be taken at the local
level rather than by a central authority. We do not want
outsiders to expropriate our assets and resources. We do
not want our lands to be grabbed away anymore by
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outsiders. We want to govern our areas in accordance
with our traditions and conventions. We want to do our
fishing by ourselves in our traditional areas. We
contributed up to 43 per cent of the fish needed by this
country in 1983. Now, our fishermen are constricted and
curtailed from going out to the sea by the Navy as well as
fishermen from elsewhere.

B Bewnds 0% 80IsB®)

(orenryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdg sailFreri o)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

®0 8.8. 8FesIED5sY Dvmo
(orenrfl@ .01, aildhGesrsveTsir)
(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)

Sir, give me just one more minute.

The Government must therefore focus more on the
North and the East, which lag behind the other provinces
in terms of development due to the war that lasted for
nearly 30 years. Even eleven years after the end of the
war, the Northern and the Eastern Provinces remain the
regions with the highest poverty headcount ratio. While
the country’s poverty headcount ratio, that is, the
proportion of the population living below the poverty line,
was 4.1 per cent in 2016, the Northern and the Eastern
Provinces had poverty headcount ratios of 7.7 per cent
and 7.3 per cent respectively. According to data from the
Department of Census and Statistics, all four districts with
double-digit poverty headcount ratios are in the Northern
and the Eastern Provinces.

The unemployment rate in the Northern and the
Eastern Provinces remains high, indicating the lack of job
creation during the post-conflict era. Almost after a
decade since the end of the war, most of the districts in
the Northern Province have the highest unemployment
rates in the country. According to the Labour Force
Survey conducted by the Department of Statistics in Sri
Lanka, the unemployment rate in Jaffna remains high,
higher than elsewhere.

The need of the hour, therefore, is a change of heart
among the powers that be among the Sinhalese. A change
of heart on your part would have immense, pleasant
consequences. You must take us into your confidence. An
Hon. Members spoke of confidence a little while ago.
Therefore, you must take us into your confidence.

Today’s position as far as the Tamil-speaking are
concerned is pathetic. After 11 years since the war ended,
the war-affected provinces still lag behind the rest of the
country economically. So, it is time that you granted self-
government to the North and the East and allow us and
our diaspora to help you and us economically. Let us
together move this country towards peace and prosperity!

I thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees.

®O Bewdss 202 eswsBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseaflsr Urdld sallareri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Kanaka Herath. You
have seven minutes.

[a.200. 2.04]
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(wrenryfl@ @ whssallsr LNrdlg sallsreri ojauiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Major) Sudarshana
Denipitiya. You have seven minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Velu Kumar to the Chair?

@ 88 edGEemIR v (¥® winE, 88edsT wo
Bedy @05y Gaess g@amsn®o)

(wreryflg aflgdls Cu@pGsTL - HDEBMYIL UTLFTenavssT,
UfGeusstrgsmsit  wpmid  Us@Guri  soel  @orersis
S|EWLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Vijitha Berugoda -State Minister of Dhamma
Schools, Pirivenas and Bhikkhu Education)

Sir, I propose that the Hon.Velu Kumar do now take

the Chair.

O 2 e Dvmo
(ressrLfl@ Hesrs Canrd)
(The Hon. Kanaka Herath)

882 e85 o GE.

2 CLorBlE5mi.
Seconded.

G E®eszd 8, et e3®®2» Ses.
aflsorir A BIGHLILIL (B) TMHMYS CIBTOTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

eWNGO @0 Bowlts 0w ©wsHn@ Gretsmewssy
902 Howsy, @0 @G @38 Bwma §Roeszd90;8) Ses.

GYSATLIM S, LOTRTLILG HAPSHHMIT LTSS SaIFTemi gyeuiser
Y GBI TFEE VDY YHVGe, LTewTLils Cousy) @LOTT ZYeuidser
BEVCVSHLD )] GS5/T 1T F561T.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. VELU KUMAR took the Chair.

[e.200. 2.12]
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(The Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya)
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Next speaker is the Hon. Asanka Navarathna. You
have seven minutes.
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The next speaker is the is Hon. Ashoka Priyantha.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Palani Thigambaram.
You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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It being 5.30 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood

adjourned.
Debate to be resumed on Friday, 20th November, 2020.
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It being past 530 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.31 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 20™ November, 2020, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of 13™ November, 2020.
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