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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Foreign and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Education:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the basic educational qualifications taken
into consideration when the teachers are
recruited to Pirivena educational
institutions;

(i) whether there are vacancies in Pirivena
educational institutions;

(iii)  if so, the number of vacancies for teachers;
and

(iv) the steps that have been taken by Pirivena
Education Board of the Ministry to uplift
the Pirivena education?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport:

(a)  Will he admit that-

(1) the train operations process in Sri Lanka is
outdated;

(i) the space of the operation room is
insufficient;

(iii) the method of issuing tickets should be
changed; and

(iv) new technological methods should be used
for that?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether steps have been taken to construct
a new operations room for the train
operations process;

(i) if so, the cost to be incurred on it;

(iii)  whether arrangements would be made to
introduce new methods of issuing tickets;
and

(iv)  if so, what those methods are?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(@) Is he aware that-

(1) there is a school by the name of Kili/
Mulangavil Maha Vidyalaya in the
Poonakary Divisional Secretary's Division
of Kilinochchi District; and

(i) there are a number of shortcomings
including the poor standard of education,
dearth of teachers/workers, scarcity of
furniture/ buildings and resources in the
above school, which is one of the two
National Schools in the District of
Kilinochchi?

(b) Will he inform this House as to when this school
will be provided with the required buildings and
furniture?

(¢) Will he also inform this House of the particulars
related to each of the positions of the entire staff of
the above school including the Principal, Deputy
Principal, teachers and the non-academic staff?

(d) Will he further inform this House of the reasons
for not hitherto taking steps to fill the vacancies, in
spite of the 17 vacancies that exist in the minor
staff of the above school?

()  Will he admit the fact that the education activities
of the students cannot be enhanced without filling
the above vacancies?

()  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you are going too much into your
Question.
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@B, erein?

asked the Minister of Irrigation :

(@)

(b)

©

Is he aware that-

(i) the Kattukkarei Tank is the major irrigation
reservoir that provides water required for

the agricultural activities of Mannar
District;

(if) there are 162 feeder tanks under the
Kattukkarei reservoir;

(iii)  water is provided to the said feeder tanks
through 10 major canals;

(iv) the water provided to the tanks gets wasted
due to not renovating the relevant 10
irrigation canals for a substantial period of
time;

(v) crops get destroyed due to the inability of
getting water of the tank to paddy lands;

(vi) a sum of Rs. 95,288,568.42 had been
allocated on 06.06.2019 by the then
Government for repairing five irrigation
canals subsequent to the action taken by me
to draw the attention of Parliament towards
repair of the above canals;

(vi) renovation activities have been suspended
as a result of the change of Government,
which  happened just before the
commencement of the renovation?

If so, will he inform this House of the date on
which renovation of these canals would be
commenced, enabling the conduct of agricultural
activities properly?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Trade:
(a)  Will he inform this House, separately-

(i) the amount of gingelly imported to Sri
Lanka;

(i) the amount spent therefor;

(iii) the countries from which gingelly was
imported; and

(iv) the names of companies which imported
gingelly,

in each year from the years 2015 to 2019?

(b)  Will he also inform this House of the total amount
of money spent on the import of gingelly to Sri
Lanka during the above period?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@0 (§90080) ABTEE R OED® Bwmo
(oressryfl @ (SVTHF) LUbSIL GsnTouigew)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana)
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.
DEzw y@rmas (Becly:®)
2015 111,292/12
2016 128,792/00
2017 222,544/90
2018 260,032/00
2019 430,264/90

(i) & como e8nd 88T R 8 @B em0nT axD
& Cm00 PHBBIB DE BE DoBIS E3CW D1

§ §ee von e .
ale1oTe 8ee (68w@)
2015 17,565,928
2016 18,992,508
2017 27,220,864
2018 31,855,494
2019 71,999,608
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Annexes tabled:

Company Name
@ 8«® 01
Year/Country EAST WEST FOODS PVT. LTD. 04, FARM ROAD, COLOMBO 15
2015 PEOPLE ORGANIL FOR DEVE IMP & EXP., 197/3A, PADRE PIO MW,
OFF THALADUWA RD., NEGOMBO
Bangladesh OMEGA TRADERS, 62 A, OLD MOOR STREET, COLOMBO 12
China SARAFALLY ABDULALLY, 92, OLD MOOR ST., COLOMBO 12
India A LANKA IMPORTS, 93 1/15, MAIN ST., COLOMBO 11 TL 06.03.2015
Malaysia INV AL/07
_ KOSHIS LANKA, 99 2/4, 16TH LN., COLLEGE ST., KOTAHENA,
Mexico COLOMBO 13
Pakistan
i AV S IMPORTS, 5-1/22, 1ST FL., KOTAHENA SUPER MARKET,
Singapore COLOMBO 13 TL 11/06/2016 INV AIE/04/2016-2017
Taiwan, Province of China EAST WEST FOODS PVT. LTD., 04, FARM ROAD, COLOMBO 15
United Arab Emirates SS AGRO FOODS PVT. LTD,, 42, 6TH LANE, COLOMBO 13 LAX-
2016 14/03/19
China OMEGA TRADERS, 62 A, OLD MOOR STREET, COLOMBO 12
i SARAFALLY ABDULAALY, 92, OLD MOORT STREET, COLOMBO 12
_ A LANKA IMPORTS, 93 1/15, MAIN ST., COLOMBO 11 TL 06.03.2015
Mexico INV A1/07
Pakistan KOSHIS LANKA 99 2/4, I6TH LN., COLLEGE ST, KOTAHENA, COL
Singapore OMBO 13
Turkey EAST WEST FOODS PVT. LTD. 04, FARM ROAD, COLOMBO 15
United Arab Emirates S S AGRO FOODS PVT. LTD., 42, 6TH LANE, COLOMBO 13 LAX-
2017 14/03/19
China OMEGA TRADERS, 62 A, OLD MOOR STREET, COLOMBO 12
Tndia UNITED STORES, 46, OLD MOOR STREET, KOCHCHIKADE SOUTH,
COLOMBO 12
Japan A LANKA IMPORTS, 93 1/15, MAIN ST., COLOMBO 11 TL 06.03.2015
Malaysia INV AI/07
Niexico KOSHIS LANKA, 99 2/4, 16TH LN., COLLEGE ST., KOTAHENA,
COLOMBO 13
Myanmar
Singapore M/S GNANAM IMPORTS PVT. LTD., 79, 5TH CROSS ST., COLOMBO 11
United Arab Emirates EAST WEST FOODS PVT. LTD. 04, FARM ROAD, COLOMBO 15
3018 SS AGRO FOODS PVT. LTD,, 42, 6TH LANE, COLOMBO 13 LAX-
14/03/19
China OMEGA TRADERS, 62 A, OLD MOOR STREET, COLOMBO 12
Hong Kong KOSHIS LANKA, 99 2/4, 16TH LN., COLLEGE ST., KOTAHENA,
_ COLOMBO 13
India
Mexico CROWN TRADERS, 205, 4TH CROSS ST., COLOMBO 11 LAX
§ 10/04/2020
Singapore GRAINCHEM PVT. LTD. 55, COLOMBO GOLD CENTRE, CENTRAL
United Arab Emiratcs SUPER MARKET, COLOMBO 11 TSO-NIC ORG (R. KALAIMALAR)
019 RABEENA FOOD PVT. LTD,, 90, RECLAMATION RD., COLOMBO 11
i M/S GNANAM IMPORTS PVT. LTD., 79, 5TH CROSS ST., COLOMBO 11
Australia EAST WEST FOODS PVT. LTD. 04, FARM ROAD, COLOMBO 15
China GLOBAL BUSINESS ALLIANCE PVT. LTD., 42, 6TH LANE, COLOMBO
Tndia 13 LAX-14/03/2022
SS AGRO FOODS PVT. LTD,, 42, 6TH LANE, COLOMBO 13 LAX-
Japan 14/03/19
Mexico CEYLON AGRO INDUSTRIES LIMITED, 346, NEGOMBO ROAD,
SEEDUWA, SRI LANKA
Netherlands OMEGA TRADERS, 62 A, OLD MOOR STREET, COLOMBO 12
Nigeria COLOMBO COMMODITIES, 71, 4TH CROSS ST., COLOMBO 11
Pakistan A LANKA IMPORTS, 93 1/15, MAIN ST., COLOMBO 11 TL 06.03.2015
_ INV AL/07
Singapore
. SOORIYAN INDUSTRIES, 90, SEKKUPITIY A, KEKIRAWA
South Korea, Republic of
TTied Areh B RATHNAEXIM UG 63, PEOPLES PARK COMPLEX, BODHIRAJA MW.,
nite al mirates COLOMBO 11
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asked the Minister of Plantation:

(a) Is he aware that Bowhill Estate situated in Kandy
District is an estate belonging to the Janatha Estate
Development Board?

(b)  Will he state-

() the number of Divisions that belonged to
the aforesaid estate at the time the State-
owned estates were reformed in 1992;

(ii)  the names of those Divisions;

(iii) whether there are any Divisions that had
been abandoned or closed in the aforesaid
estate by year 2015; and

(iv) if so, the extent of land of the aforesaid
Divisions?

(¢)  Will he inform this House, separately-

(i) whether lands, the factory and other
buildings belonging to the aforesaid estate
had been awarded to external/private parties
during the period from 1992 to 2015; and

(ii) if so, the details of such awarding; and

(iii) the extent of land in the aforesaid estate that
has been cultivated and that has not been
cultivated in relation to the land survey that
was conducted last?

) Ifnot, why?
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RESIDENTS OF KELANI VALLEY RAILWAY RESERVATION:
DEEDS OF LEASE/ LEGAL ENTITLEMENT
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asked the Minister of Transport: Will he inform this
House -

(a) (1) whether deeds of lease or any other legal
titles have been granted to people who have
been residing at the reservation of the
Kelani  Valley railway line from
Awissawella to Opanayake approximately
for the past five decades; and

(i1)  if so, their number?

(b)  Will he also inform this House whether there is a
possibility of granting deeds of lease to other
residents and owners of business premises who
have thus not received deeds of lease or any other
legal entitlement?

(¢c) Ifnot, will he further inform this House whether it
is expected to devise a mechanism to ensure
justice to those residents/owners of business
premises and to address problems encountered -

(i) inadmitting their children to schools;

(ii)  in obtaining business loans for their businesses;
and

(i)  in claiming compensation for natural disasters?

(d)  Ifnot why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance,
Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs
and Minister of Urban Development and Housing:

(@)

(b)

©

(d)

Is he aware that Ratnapura and suburbs of
Ratnapura District have become a hub for illicit
drugs and the distribution network that targets
students and youth is still in operation scot-free?

Separately, will he inform this House -

(i) the number of raids carried out to seize
illicit drugs;
(if) the number of persons arrested on crimes
related to drugs; and
(iii)  the value of illicit drugs seized,;
within Ratnapura District within last two years?
Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether a list of identified illicit drugs and
the countries they are smuggled from will
be submitted; and

(i) whether measures will be taken to eradicate
drug menace from the area by taking
immediate legal action against the aforesaid
illegal drug racketeers?

If not, why?

O OBE Grsesets Dwmo
(orerfl@ Foev FrEoLFag)
(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa)

Ci)(ﬁl

DOIBNBDROB, @@ids  wH e g,

dD@ewmy, PO W wedwadm WOGD @S W
5003 00805 W Bow gLmn® eORNEDsT & O©
3B 6O BEHS o @¢md.

(&)

om0 CSEEme nEe @9 uBimewsy O cO»
@ D100 BOITIVewWsY ©@HICHS, arNdies B
@D, OO SFFYFD6 G0 Buwosl®@m 05 Yo

(&)

(80

928

eveg O ¢O1 HEw o® D5 80 wELn EOD .
ED0d Bwwomd $Dr0@mGOT 8% am@BmwnTe,
e wewdem Hheed ylocwsl BHsecemme
33800 @) 0 MBI Bewlw Ea evs) e®
O 80 B88am 8¢ WOy 8. BB Beddd ecw
CB® 00 B8 Yo v odug IO SOdns) &
o085y 0B sy, ©® Dm» O OFHYS
dhmed O ¢ D0 ©® y@rerwmO BIEHS B
@18 OO @m0n0 gE2dden B gp.

GO DANINBHDOB, BoesE Bvuwsy o mSren B3es
PCB® WO O D1 @D H18e® FwidEw D1 OO
eEwo ges g0 Bwdd 0B8xY B35, wuwE ¢GOsY
©® Onemewrs’ edd OB wewr BBEOE O
©cqd; B®ROE vBFven oghmed BEBE ewd
W0, @¢®d8wsY, ¢Or ¢Bwusy W QSO WO
BBe® D10w0vsy Hwosl®m oY, 8O g@mTD, @®
BOITTRD 0CEOELT RS CA OB® wewo
EmCRC; OBED E8n BB WOgn ™S
Beadmds. o® BEIcO om0ns; E O wewo
OO 83 ol vHEH® efnd s 24 yoo
BoFdOm 02y 0@ewny® ©E8e eusdd Bewdss
eBdsB mbwticedsl 88D Beasydo.

8 o 088w sSem dFn D085 ©00
©8d @20 ©DOBsY emcadnd demon CRE.
OB, TIPS 888Ey EBBwO gws ewSed
@200t ©¢O GeED YEmed OO emde g
gom (1), (ii) e (iil) eseo BERT ww» 688 @d.

@m0 Loess I I 111
Bemow | Onf ¢ 9108 [t ATGRR)
Ce BB | ©0axtVewsy ey BB
Besdd [ fAGRR) Besdd o
ot ¢os | o ydoclsy cOsdE
9088 30500 D350®
6o (68ai)
cdmes 4612 4607 4149573.88
37 ®EB3w 2350 2350 7395000.00
8o dnd 6962 6957 11544573.88
@
o ¢ D8ww o O 01 @®C00
58 D0
DEBTNEOD & COOE
©®e01B5Y @IS, B edDBICS,
923800
e 5T 98w
®o% @2Y8w00
a® Onf ¢ EeCEBwD, 95I8wd
(i) @o.

om0 eBwcy dfdme ne ©F ¢oxn
%Da0® o OB DEBOPO § o
eB8ed cu80 pumde P8 &l and,



929 2020 aendad 08 930

00 S0BesI® BwordOm O O 5DIc®
B ¢®® el ac@en O» 8z, &
e 0038ed 68 aElBw e@wicdr gim.

(7)) o e

O @B Smmed Dvm

(omevr i@ Camar aflgrearCs)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)

OO DOIBNBDROB, O Coess HOBR®IO @ SBOSTH
@O0 EDD PN® DO O yYEHB®OB dn® BEnT
G ¢Bies.

OO0 HOBROB, OFWE DO DB ewed OB,
OWE 808 Wi gw g aR-@dd aden® GRWI DO
988 WO Gamadae ¢l W® O GBiBBewsy ¢RI
Cledmn. »® O &8 & B3wd ¢Brier’ OFNE 808
OB ®H eI H3B B ecemyd CCE aBWHO N
988u mOm O BmdB. 08w I & Wadww eIcs.
& 00 0ed EBymdY ew MODHD. Y, @® Doedw
8owe O 80  HDCOWGO guimds. &
5HDCO®GOS aEEm Om qud cvemmd giB. wdw»d
DO & HDd®WOPBTO edamemrasied @dwdw
Beadmd; ©0N0 eodamemwesd JD0 ©@ws @D
@5ImHd. o oemewds B8B8CE & eodrsiemrwwesy
@0 O 0w @Bwed a8 ¢S esT.

OO DAIBNWBDHR O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RIRed yadmw gusIm, ©0 ONEROA.

O @B Smamed Dvmo

(orenryflg Cansr allgrarGs)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)

DL 0 O OB BSOSO BYeew gcens RYBTO
BHEWXITOB  @CB) OITRVECHLDBE OB 0B, O
HDCO®GOBT ©dC ©5im 98 ecstes’ AL, P
28mdemws 88wd edsim yO s O BBed D18 BEedex
BBBewdews’ @nd BwOm »OsIm IR 8Bwedd
oBI500e ©S HOBHOR?

@O0 DONEDROA, 0®m» ocim "od®" dma. ©°
Sma 00D vlent S,

O OBE Grsesets Dwmo

(orerfl@ Foev FrEoLFag)

(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa)

OO OTEROB, ecim e gi g’ Sl osimn.
50 ¢ e ex¥mn yodsy. & Bw 928l ecim qw
B HHDd@mo0s o wlsiery myw ee® gw
angens aCcr oM. BTt ylocwsy »Swd
em0RIE ¢B5IHr O cHBnmd & Bednd qud Eah e¢sIm.
28 e morTest Byw, ®YE BOED BwEr. OB em0nct
C @D O & O eI ACHIHO.

O @B Smmed Dvm

(omevsr i@ Camar aflgTerCs)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)

38 Sod G ¢8I, ®O #OBHOSA.

®ed ¢ anc y@mw 0®ri.

OO DOITNEDDOB, 0@, @ Boewdsmrw S 0Dz
©BO0 e el HewlBmd (B oOEdE. god
B¢ E5ym00 eNeWIPLE S0 O yedrww nO8, odis
penw. & 8 S50 eDneds LY Bdwcmre OB
B8orl, yBY vl vdecern . & aw HOB @®
»HO0w g0 I mosTesy. YT Joo ¢Bg EmmD0 Do
& “5ym00 810610057 ee¢BHO VO WO G VY
320 osIm. 08w W@ 9@ ©® HDCOWGOB gf
38000 ©sImHh. & ednedsy ®YJ 0w e WBIB
I, VAN ¢TI0 OB 00 Bwrlesy e@imme BwE.
B0 0Ot ememym @EIm. Swr »O» Bewed
eOHD. eeeHMO CAD Few® Bewn v WOD 8w erd®O
BBO 900D 1B 0dsiery mw. ©® ¥ vOED @fdig
©050 Bbed BedmDr. @OHNC DEDO ez
BBy 085 8 ozimd. w®»s 80
eRBICHEEIDS OBY POO®HmE CH @D, GH-wm
8By 0OMedsy 0@ GOEDO k® BE Bwcdr E ecsin
QIO BB  ©Rw edsim  yodsle Bweeo
RIR®ensT gusId.

O DOE Grseszie wmo

(orevorLfl@ FLo6L FTEYLIFRG)

(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa)

Sodveows’ OnDE D@ WO BOWO wewIcdwsy
OI8O, D8 OO BB OF s ©5I B Ben G ewnd
8Ly OB ecem VHREOD M DOHHD. O
88@rmensy D1s0we 9SO WO BOWS ar ©® ©d
@BV O SO wdww ecmn 0810 »HEO
@D 8@ @d@0mn.

®C @B Emmed vz
(oressryfl @ Caner algrearGs)
(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
RPN »BwO® ¢ximIda.

OO DOE Goseszte Dwmo

(omessrLyifl@ FLo6v FrEoLIFag)

(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa)

B¢ Yend® WmOesy Buecy ewmwxsisy a8 il aa
@wItDE BeadmD. Oow® oy @8O 83m gwd
861d0D »O¥n mOm . mBLEY e Jed®sY & gved ©do
owednne BBenmd. 88 & 88O ¢dimw ewd mOcs
Beadmydn. 988wl edmes eD&.

O @B Emmed vz

(oressryfl @ Caner algrarGs)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)

B0 HOBROB, O 38rgwmersy KHDIC® WIB &w
OWO DGO ¢, BHEEIES DD ¢e0dsd gYEDEI OB
SO o O B0 g0 EwEuww eviwsizy 38¢?

O DOE Grseszie Dwmo

(omessrLyfl@ Fo6v FregLFag)

(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa)

& 00mOO 8O Dtn owie oweas wduxim wimeE
g¥nco ACHID .



931

208Ce®snd 932

Conn D¢EBAR P eBORG: Row/gRww
®evmiena WetTFTy Femu: @svmLid/ B L Lb
CEYLON ELECTRICITY BOARD: PROFIT/ LOSS

62/2020

12. ©6; ©8x¥¢ BedB3 ®wmo
(omevr i@ Filbhs alGdn))
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

BeEBAC @@ n@iens’ @y ydme -(1).

@ O

(1)

(iii)

2015 28sed 80 e@® Dmens Como B¢EIC
OHOCES C13) /e D88HD 005y 005y
DRewsY emBOEHE;

OO B RE WO BEWWE C@ed »O, &
BCWI DB WD WO,

Comn B¢EAC OaERCEs Yeulw dDaewsy
QB0 BEOO a@imsee-@w B85 07y CID
8wdd moeds;

@535y O EOB® DD ¢BIVBTELYE?

() ovndexdn®,d Oxsic?

leiTFSH S jemwdFFanrd CHL L ailerT:

(o) O

(i)

(iif)

2015 b el CBTLESD  @)Dewmeren T
Bevmins Wlsiterr Fewu Gubmisiter (@)svrLid/
BLL LD Qu(HL Faluflev Sesidpevflira
WrGHesTLIEN HULD;

Gupug  sreliuGHulsd  gCseid  BL L LD
Qupmmiiilesr  gper  QUTHL(H  FHTHSD
THLBSSW STTewTIH6T WiTem6u6 WIeITLIENS LD,
Qevsieng Werary Femuullsver Blsl FHlwrs

Uiyl Heusn @ ewFFeTTsD  6T(HdHBLILIBILD
BL_6UIG G605 WTE\H6EITLIENSU|LD;

Ui @)dFFewLid@ Mlalliiryr?

(24) @G, orcir?

asked the Minister of Power:

(&  Will he inform this House-

(M

(ii)

(iif)

separately, the annual profits/ loss of
Ceylon Electricity Board from year 2015 to
date;

if a loss had incurred during the said period,
of reasons for the loss; and

the measures that will be taken by the
Ministry to make the Ceylon Electricity
Board financially stable?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

(@)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of University Colleges that
exists in Sri Lanka at present; and

(i) the number of students studying in those
institutes?
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(b)

©

(d)

Is he aware that-

(M)

(i1)
(iif)

sufficient lecture hall facilities are not
available for the students in University
Colleges;

a shortage of lecturers prevails; and

hostel facilities are not available?

Will he also inform this House-

(M)
(ii)

If not,

whether plans have been developed to solve
these problems; and

if so, the amount expected to be allocated
for this purpose?

why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1)  the establishment of a Cultural Centre in the
Kolonnawa Divisional Secretary's Division
with a view to bequeathing the youth and
the children receiving school education in
the Kolonnawa area, which is inhabited by
multicultural and multireligious people, to
the society as a generation replete with
religious, cultural and moral values is an
essential and appropriate move;

(ii) the approval of the then Ministry of Higher
Education and Cultural Affairs had been
received to construct that Cultural Centre;

(iii)  the allocations required for that purpose had
been set apart; and

(iv) but, the project had not been moved
forward?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the future steps to be
taken in relation to the construction of that cultural
centre?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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ask the Minister of Trade:

(a)  Will he inform this House separately, in respect of
each year from 2015 to 2019 -

(i) the amount of black gram imported to Sri
Lanka;

(ii)) the amount of money spent on that;
(iii)  the countries from which black gram was
imported; and

(iv) the names of the companies that imported
black gram;

(b)  Will he also inform this House of the total amount
of money spent to import black gram to Sri Lanka
during the said period?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Code Country

IN India

MM Myanmar

TH Thailand

SG Singapore

AU Australia

AE United Arab Emirates
CN China

RU Russian Federation
MG Madagascar

GB United Kingdom
UsS United States

NI Nicaragua

Source: Sri Lanka Customs
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asked the Minister of Transport:

(a)  Will he explain to this House the present situation
with regard to the construction of the Kurunegala-
Habarana railway line?

(b)  Is he aware that-

(1) three surveys have been carried out for
determination of the line of this project;
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(ii) it has been decided to construct this railway
line as per the third survey; and

(iii) the railway station proposed to be
constructed close to Athuparayaya village,
Dambulla as per the third survey is located
far from the town than the land on which
the proposed railway station was scheduled
to be constructed in the first survey?

(¢)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether the land on which the proposed
railway station is scheduled to be
constructed close to Athuparayaya village
as per the third survey is a land with very
high economic value; and

(i) if not, whether action will be taken to pay
compensation in line with the current
market value?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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Mr. Speaker, I wish to take a broad perspective on
today’s Adjournment Motion to establish a foundation for
this Debate.

It is 72 years since Sri Lanka became an Independent
nation. And for 72 years, successive Governments,
including the present one, have pledged to develop Sri
Lanka’s economy. Yet, that promise has remained elusive
and still remains elusive. Various explanations are always
given. Each new government blames the one before.

In the meantime, countries that lagged behind us at
the time of Independence, both in the region and beyond,
have got ahead in the race of achieving higher levels of
socio-economic development for their people. Even after
all these years, we have still not been able to achieve
consensus on critical policy issues that are necessary to
make us a developed nation.

Mr. Speaker, do we even know what kind of
democracy and development we want to achieve? Not
even the many cycles of violence that our nation has
experienced since 1948 have so far succeeded in making
us introspect and unite on basic fundamentals. Even
today, we are at each other on constitutional reforms.
Those who won elections in the past wowing to abolish
the Executive Presidency are now doing everything
possible to increase its potency after agreeing
unanimously to reduce the same just five years ago. Even
our treasured democratic system of governance, in the
broadest sense of the term, accountable to a well-
informed electorate is under threat.

We hear mixed messages now and there is confusion
among citizens as well as us, Parliamentarians, as to what
kind of economic development model the Government
envisages. In fact, with each election victory, the
economic model should not change. We should have a
clear and unified vision of what we want our country to
achieve in terms of socio-economic development. As a
small country, Sir, our relationship with the outside world
is a key factor in achieving this objective. Our economic
history is replete with evidence on how this Island of ours
was prosperous in many eras during its 2,500-year
history, every time by engaging with the world. In fact, as
one of the most strategically located nations in the current
global growth phase led by the littoral States of the Asian
Ocean - people may ask what I mean by that and here, 1
mean both the Indian and the Pacific Oceans - it is
imperative that we, as the Government on that side and
the Opposition on this side, are on the same page on this
important matter.

Sir, we should have been in a position to arrive at
today’s Debate on the Adjournment Motion on
international agreements with maturity and with depth
into factual costs and benefits of such. In this day and age
of regional production networks where components cross
borders, sometime several times, before a good is finally
produced, international agreements, particularly on trade
are crucial. They could be bilateral or multilateral, but
leaders must be able to appreciate the importance of
international trade agreements. It was David Ricardo in
his famous book “On the Principles of Political Economy
and Taxation” of 1817 who explained the concept of
"comparative advantage" and how nations can benefit by
trade. Counter-intuitive at the time that trade among
nations can benefit a nation - this is important - even if it
has absolute advantage in everything it produces, the
concept is about relative advantage of producing different
goods in the same country. Even today, to some in this
House, this is "Portuguese", pun intended, Sir, because
David Ricardo was from Portugal. They believe that
nations must attempt to produce as much as possible
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everything they can in one country to “save foreign
currency”. We hear that every time in this Assembly, that
we must produce everything we can in this country
because we can save foreign currency. Well, this is the
irony: it is counter-intuitive, but theoretically you can
show and countries have benefited from trade even
though they have absolute advantage in everything that
they produce. We hear the argument, “Why do we need to
import when we could produce the same locally?”. We
heard it today multiple times. It is unfortunate that what
Parakramabahu the Great understood in the Twelfth
Century, who made this nation great, some of us are
unable to comprehend even today.

Then, let us move to the broader sense of international
agreements. Unfortunately, today, discussing international
agreements is not cast in terms of comparative advantage
of mutual benefit, but in terms of conspiracy theories. For
instance, to say that the Singapore Trade Agreement
would take away jobs from our people and that
Singaporeans will arrive by shiploads to take up these
jobs. What bunkum, Mr. Speaker! But that is the kind of
conspiracy theory and falsification that was spread across
this nation. That is very unfortunate. Is this the profile of
Sri Lanka that we want to project to the outside world,
that this is a nation which is insecure, not honest and not
adult enough to figure out how the international system
works and which hurls insults at each other and abuses
international partnerships and agreements for fear-
mongering for cheap theatrics to win votes? It is now
quite widespread with our people being misled by various
false narratives about international treaties and bilateral
agreements.

Let me reiterate that all international agreements
always have a clause regarding withdrawal or termination
from that. For instance, the recent conspiracy theories and
false narratives against the Millennium Challenge
Corporation Agreement that were being advanced by
someone who has now been appointed as an Ambassador
to a key bilateral partner nation of Sri Lanka concluded
that countries cannot withdraw from such agreements
once they are signed. That is not true. We constantly see
countries withdrawing from agreements. For example, we
recently saw even the United States withdrawing from the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty with Russia.

Although all kinds of lies were spoken on TV shows
and public platforms and written about including in
mainstream national newspapers in the lead up to Sri
Lanka’s Presidential Election in November, 2019 about
the Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement or ACSA
between Sri Lanka and the USA, why has the
Government not withdrawn from it although almost a
year has now passed since the Presidential Election, Sir?
It was vilified. But, why have they not withdrawn from
it?

I referred earlier to our strategic geographic location.
Yes, we are most strategically located. However, whether
we derive maximum benefit from our geographic location
and translate it into prosperity for all our citizens depends
not on how successfully we manipulate our partners and
play or balance one against the other - that is not how we

do it, Sir - but on how well we work with all our partners
in the international community truthfully, honestly and
sincerely. A sincere and mature partnership is important.
Dealing in lies leads to loss of credibility, which is
extremely difficult to regain as a nation. Sir, development
should be Sri Lanka’s number one priority and we should
have broad agreement on the nature of development we
want to achieve as a nation. Working together with other
nations and integrating with them in trade, technology
and people-to-people is the key in achieving
development. Let me take a minute to say this. When I
introduced the “1990 Suwasariya” ambulance service to
this country in 2016, I was hurled all kinds of insults.
They told me that I was a RAW agent and that I was
going to bring in Indian staff, which was absolutely not
true. Today, I am so proud that I started it along with a
1,500 staff - it is currently being carried on most
efficiently also by the present Government - and it has
been an absolute saviour of lives. So, that is just a
personal experience of mine that we have to be truthful in
what we say about international agreements.

Take the recently much vilified Millennium Challenge
Corporation or MCC Agreement, for instance. It was the
current State Minister of Money and Capital Market and
State Enterprise Reforms, the Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal,
who was the champion of the MCC in 2005. I hear that
multiple times he wrote to the MCC. In fact, I think he
was the national focal point before Mrs. Dhara
Wijayatilake became the national focal point and then, he
became the Governor of the Central Bank. The then
Government really wanted to obtain the Compact. It did
an enormous amount of preparatory work and had
multiple meetings and presentations. An entire team
worked on it for months and years. In fact, when the then
President, the current Prime Minister, found out that the
MCC Agreement was in technical difficulty, Mr. Speaker,
do you know that he wrote directly to US President
George Bush? It was unprecedented, but he did. President
Rajapaksa wrote to President Bush requesting him,
“Please give us the MCC”. I have that letter here. But for
cheap politics, suddenly the MCC became the most
detrimental international agreement ever contemplated
when it was subsequently pursued by the previous
Government.

Let me come back to development. Development does
not mean only economic growth and how well Sri
Lanka’s stock market performs. Development is
essentially the structural transformation of the economy,
moving away from a rural, agrarian, low-skilled and low-
paid economy to a more urban, technology-based, high-
skilled and high-paid economy. This means, ensuring that
local companies, be it State-owned or privately-owned,
have the capacity and institutional culture to move up
from producing simple products and services towards
producing increasingly complex products and services.
But, confusing signals about repeating past economic
experiments which failed in 1970s when the world was, in
any case, a different place make one wonder whether we
want to move back to an agrarian-based economy with
import restrictions and adopting a sort of a “hermit
kingdom model” with centralized command and control
giving up democracy, individual rights, media freedom
and individual empowerment to recede from the
international community.
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Sir, given the limitation of time, let me conclude. Yes,
the pandemic has slowed down and disrupted the
movement of goods and people. However, the reality is
that the world has become globalized and it is far-fetched
to imagine that the globalized nature of the world will be
abandoned. Despite the disruption that has occurred as a
result of this pandemic and the protectionist tendencies
that one sees, it will not be possible for countries to
achieve levels of equitable prosperity and socio-economic
development that people would desire by receding from
the international stage and shutting down supply chains.
The lesson the world has learnt through all this, if at all, is
how much our destiny is bound together, how vulnerable
we are as a species to pandemics and the effects of
climate change, which require global solutions that make
working together imperative.

OO DAIBNWBDR O
(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Please wind up.

@S (§0008 ) w8 ¢ BFD Owmo
(wresrflE (s0TBd) apiay & fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, give me one minute more.

In closing, I would urge the Government to move
away from falsification and conspiracy theories regarding
international agreements. Whether it is with the IMF in
these difficult times, with the proposed ECTA with India,
the FTA with China or the ACSA or the MCC with the
US, please let us debate facts and benefits that will
ultimately help Sri Lanka achieve that elusive
development for her. I hope the Government will indicate
to the people where they stand in relation to these
agreements and how they propose to proceed, if at all.

My strong view, Sir, is that Sri Lanka must not build a
wall around her. Instead we must build bridges from our
country to the region and beyond. That is how we could
build the national economy and achieve our overall
objective of development.

Thank you very much.

OO DIBNBHD S

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

ewdsrnd B83 BBO, 0 96T BTy O5IFHn®o.

®O @0zT B OS5 O

(orenryllg @) rresr alléaSrorder)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

OO DOIBNGDROB, O w88 ¢ BED OB 65000
BE DI gD 9eBur mE ewd®rNd @ 86 WSHDo.
& 0wldrnd B8EAcD @ ©gd MG MO DEIOBECHT R
DH»n.

OO DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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@0 (099028w) S8 DeFes Dwmo

(wrevryfl@ (CurrdAflwir) repdld LessTL M)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara)
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3OO ®O @ Bedmen. Hon. Speaker, the foreign
relations of Sri Lanka refer to the diplomatic and
commercial relations between Sri Lanka and other countries.
Sri Lanka has stressed its principle of friendship towards all,
enmity towards none in its diplomacy. ©6; m» e,
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yIOTDO E@emw Bwuwm Om. & wdeHm HEe 8Eg ded
8BOCE go ¢ 3B BEBsY grier’. ¥o W ILNEHBHOA,
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] in the Chair.

@0 Berdss 0% BwinBn®r

(oreryflg @wsseaflsr rds sallereri jauiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Eran Wickramaratne may speak now.

[@. ®o. 1.30]

B 96T B OS5 Owmn

(oreryllg @) rrer alldalrLorder)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
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@n8. ©eH® HFHO® d®Dr CBWd DCBILIDI; ESHWO
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BDDHOEO DB, 8B mEed ouw Qatar Charity
VemBT PNC CHeen Beadmdig Bus Omn gud o
oY gDend. OmemO alBD8me® B88acg Bwedn
BdEe 0w axy®» we @nd. Sir, Hejaaz Hizbullah, an
Attorney-at-Law, has been denied the due process of law.

What I just want to raise in this House is that he should not
be denied it and he should be given access to his attorneys.
But, that access should be given to his attorneys with
confidentiality. He, being a young and very prominent
attorney himself, should not be denied that. e®s®es
DR dedewn eC®n B ©5Iesy 18?7 Y O ¢wdwd
e0JcpN0 0w emumostes’ @&? Bl HEYSEo
v BGERD w8 IO, ¥y 88 HeewOEO D@D
@008 »O® VY @ On Bewd esumostesy g &?
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D50 5O OB, Ve FH® e OB ¥r B Y. w8
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"oy BE® w8 »PedB" Buwm 0GRS VREOD BB
O 858 N OW eBIDWOD ey DNV WD 90T &B
eIOD yWICWO D BO GN® yIOHEWYE EWIICHOD WBIB)
Q5. aBweesi® Do BO ¢n ylocesI® g .o
o Ggnd.

acs S5n30Bne s Do 8OO wiem o
B85 @B gededms Bwm CID dend 8oy gnFen®s
® mer. BT ¥y DO @ mEr. 80 vdes »EED
@G mEr. B gededmc 19862 Sub-inspector ©Swd STF
o0 8@, 80 owed 19998 gucd)  «SFeen
©¢58me05In00 Agen. OO OB, eWIER BT wKIed
283 w0td Bwsy O5IZH® O ¢ 400D, 20OE B
Bem ylocs g addd o300 Bw meodd dnB
Bo. & D0d® gdde Beds mEeEe @B gedeumo
OC O3S ont HEmDIE EmMICHT @wIws O DN.

®0 Bewrdss 0% BB

(revrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdld sallgFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

@6 9CosY B OSETH Owmo

(oressrLyflg @)rmesr eflddlriorsenr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
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®©0] Bowdes w0 0winBn®B, deun® BoasIs) ebdnd
e0m8. 88 ¢x¥mds, "Owiba BE" Ome By evocs Bwo.

@S (89008 3) 30857 GresDsY Bwmo
(omevsr i@ (SevrBF) &Crest rraheusir)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 Bewdss 02 BwinBn®r

(omrevwsr i@ Gusseaflsr Lrdls sallFmeri ojeuirder)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan, what is the point of
Order?

@S (890083) 8385y GoesDsY Bwmo

(orenryll@ (HeTHH) &Cresr rmaeussr)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Sir, this case is investigative. The Hon. Member is
giving a certificate to a person who has already been in
custody. I think this House should honour the process of
the court of law because this case is before the court. We
all have to defend justice and democracy. There is no
question about it, but we must respect the law of this
country.

OO Berdss 0% 8918 Bn®)

(oreryllg Guwsseallsr rds sallereri jsuiaer)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you. Hon. Eran Wickramaratne.

@S @6zY B OS5 Owmn

(oreryflg @) rrer afldalrLorge)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

®0 dwd BENG ¢ B1y. ®1 ¢8308wd BG1¢00 HDed
1. @ 08 wwed & ©80axIRewsy »O meg BFHO
00 99 edsTesy mwr. "dwdad " O 8D §
20e8%ed eiecmm g ¢l OO vnimo.

O Bendss 0% 891 Bn®r

(oreryflg Gusseallsr Nrds sallareri ojsuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.

®O @0zT B OS5 OWmvn

(worenryllg @) rresr alléaslrorder)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

® @05y WO, ©I Bewd e S I BHOSB.

vt grf ¢80 oot BO 60 udeemwnl mSE 80
00 ¢cendewsy Bwy Bend. Sen® sy m® Bwsizy yodsy,
©® 000 e¥I0 W8 WgdIw, ECRBICD WO Ben ¢8
B wog 2 B odaERDOwmensy @m0d e®
»Oygn B8R odsim don. & Bew @B dedeEdms 0
@ww ACTID. AYed D198 e¢Im. AYed ¢HOBO @@
D® BesIm . DN 0@ HED dwd ¢SO0 O®
Basiey . & Bwo @B gededms o ©wwesIm
BeEs @ 9EED. O] Bewdts m0m GwsAnOA,
DICB C BTN DIDO 02ew® LSBE.

®C; Bewdess 0% 89IsBn®)

(omewsr i@ Gusseflsr Lrdls sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage. You
have 13 minutes.

[0, 1.39]
06 O8Tomsie geoded Swm (W8HE®
3@ &9)
(wreryfl@g  waNbESTRTHS HYWVISHELEH -  HwHESTLEL
S|EDLFFIT)

(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage - Minister of

Agriculture)
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[Bosmed ges 888 9o wom GE.]
[y SE T w11 swemiiLig ysMmLILIL (Berends/]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

BPInstes S8 »m moTesy. D0 ¢cd Wiy BBedey
e0neDsY HPBINTTeE WS WSBID0.

@G 6sY B OS5 Owmn
(omessrLyifl@ @)rmesr elddsriordevr)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@G Bewrdss m0% 81IsBn®s

(wresryfl@ & wohseflsr Lrdls sallFreri ojeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Eran Wickramaratne?

©C @sT B OS5 Owmn

(omevsrLyfl @ @)rmesr eflddTioTdevr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

®0; Bewdss mOm ©IsBROB, O 58Ee®sInd
500 WO,
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OO Berdss 0% 89rsBn®)

(oreryflg @wsseaflsr rds sallereri jauiasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order, Hon. Member. | am sorry.

®C @6zY B OS5 OWmn

(orenr i@ @) rrer alldarorder)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

@0 Bewrdes 0 639sBn®B, e®m Bwsis dy:.

@6 OB emsIe acTo@ed Ovm

(orerfl@ wanlbsrarhs oeibewCs)
(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
Sir, that is not a point of Order.

OO0 OEROB, »YTonsIed BmenIEm ©NedE,
DINsTer PEBwB Bwn »Psionsiedd efedsiesy
D WEIE® SBD (el HHHE WIS WOy SBedy
@0 HBIB WS WO, & eDHEDBT WS OB,

@G 96y BnOSTH Owmo
(orenTyll@ @)rresr alldaslriorde)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0; Bewdss 202 BwinBn®r

(omrevsr i@ Gusseaflsr Urds sallFmeri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, what is your point of
Order?

@S @6sY B OS5 Owmn
(oreryflg @) rrer afléalrLorde)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
Sir, he is misleading the House.

@6 OB eamsie aeTo@ed Onmo
(wrehrfl@ wanlbsrearhs oaisbeswCs)
(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
No, I am not misleading the House.

@S @6sY B OS5 Owmn

(oreryflg @) rrer afléalrLorge)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

OO Bewdss m0m wwinBnd®sB, "a8 ¢cd) med" Bece
O9®1 e3%0 ©ZNO® wWOHDo.

@6 OB msIe acToLed Onmo

(wrarfl@ wanlbsrarhs ogisewCs)
(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
R, ¢e meo.

®O @0zT B OS5 OWm

(orenrllg @) rresr alléaSrorder)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
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The next speaker is the Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe.
You have 11 minutes.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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I am winding up, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Vijitha Herath. You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath.
You have four minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha.
You have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

No, you have been allotted eight minutes and it is up.
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Sir, give me one minute more, please.

Gess B8BxY ¢18w @ Bwe® pewddmwsy REO ¢Oco,
PEBIEDBETIO amdan A0 O, guvd dme Soda
BBO® yrwmwe eom O 0® hhed wewdsmwesid dKw
@ BAme wov RPsY geeddeds edm . 0@ eDEIed
RGO wBw ecim oy, FBIVFS penmed QT
DEQT D@D @¢ Beddhwm dwsddimem 00 &
ewddmesy 8 O Beamd. & 838w Yz, ¥YBTO
eIy yods cul® wwewlonw ©¢mr. W&, e
88w & mewddmwsy @B momdi, 8O mSmdag,
RYVO  gd@s aFBwe ¢ Bwem O® »HO gud
cvemsiesy . & B a8 ©wEED Bemd, O
PedEmes’ dm 05 v 3D, 0® pewldmwesy wy od®
euddm 88w, dodvews? "wrIrnEuensy" BwEr 88 0®iewi®
©®e0dDewsy Bwnm ged ¢ ¢S5y »OB ged ded wdun. @®
gwed g8z »O8 e® @g® ®wsier). WS -3
v B & gwud auwin mEr. o® ¢dDs) Im 38uded®
»0 oFery IO, VYO w8 @iwdw, ewesdwn
¢iesy oIm® 928edd gumems 9EE® WS oF god
HOEO® ESTH@E W DEOHTHO 9f) BedmrDw
Bws O O DOBsT © Buwd D501, @Dew® &nAB&.

®0 Bewdss 0% BwinBn®
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera. You have
six minutes.

@6 (g8 w) o Bdedmd dwm (sgos ®wo o
B8 BIRD MOGH G055 gLIBBRE)

(wreryfl@ (seorHd) grd ofrCasr - wWTETERT FeDLIGET
LHMILD 2 areahrml & G)Tremkid S|enLoFaFir)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera - State Minister of
Provincial Councils and Local Government)

No, Sir, I have ten minutes.

®0 Bewdss 0% BB

(orevrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdls sallgFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes. But, it has been reduced to six minutes due to
time constraints.

[2.40 p.m.]

@0 (89008 w) w6 Bdedms Dvmo
(wresryfl @ (BvTHS) Fré ofrCaar)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)
Okay.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, when talking
about international agreements, it is very important to
talk about the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord as it affects
national security. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
asks our Prime Minister to implement the Thirteenth
Amendment fully to devolve power to the North.

When foreign governments adversely commented
upon the abrogation of Article 370 of the Indian
Constitution, accusing India of abrogating the special
status thus far given to the troubled Northern State of
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Jammu and Kashmir, our Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, when asked to comment, said that it was an
internal matter of India. So, knowing that this is an
internal matter of Sri Lanka, Prime Minister Modi insists
on the implementation of the Thirteenth Amendment,
maybe, because India’s participation and commitment are
acknowledged through the facilitation of the Indo-Sri
Lanka Accord. But, in the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord, there
is no mention about the Thirteenth Amendment. It was
forced on us by India subsequently.

Also, I have my reservations about the Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord signed on 29™ July, 1987. Did India honour her
part in that Accord? It states that all persons displaced due
to ethnic violence or other reasons will have the right to
vote and necessary conditions will be created to enable
them to return to the places they lived. But, thousands of
Sinhalese and Muslims who lived in the North have never
returned there to date. Also it states that within 48 hours,
cessation of hostilities would come into effect and all
arms held by militant groups would be surrendered to the
authorities. We know that it was done only as a token
ceremoniously and India could not stop the revival of
hostilities or disarm the LTTE. Even the IPKF, one of the
largest armies of the world, could not crush the LTTE and
had to return to India with heavy casualties. It was the Sri
Lankan forces with proper political leadership who
defeated the LTTE and that too, at a very heavy cost
where 29,000 were killed and 14,000 were wounded in
action. So, India could not fulfil that requirement too.
Also, Sir, the question arises whether this Accord was
signed under duress or whether the contents of the Accord
compromised Sri Lanka’s sovereignty. One thing we
know is that when we were about to crush the LTTE at
Vadamarchi, India violated our airspace and dropped food
and medicine to Jaffna, which is famously known as the
“dhal-dropping operation of India” and within two
months, the Accord was signed, making that incident a
coincidental prelude to the Accord. Also, it mentions
about the Trincomalee Harbour and the oil tanks. The Sri
Lankan courts have nullified the merger of the Northern
and the Eastern Provinces, which was one of the Clauses
in the Accord. So, there is a serious concern about the
validity of the Accord and if it is not valid, I think India
has no moral right to interfere with our internal affairs.

Sir, I must also remind India that soon after its
Independence, there was a separatist movement by the
Dravidians. EVR or "Periyar" advocated Nazi-style anti-
Brahmanism. That is why Jawaharlal Nehru broke India
into 28 linguistic States. In ancient China and many other
civilizations like the Roman and the Greek Civilizations,
when regional powers became strong, the then empires
got broken up and diminished. Ambedkar expressed that
linguistic states and political entities will become a
stepping stone for creation of separate states. He further
said that the road between an independent nationality and
an independent state is very narrow. If this happens,
modern India will cease to exist. Sir, here we talk about
devolution of power for a province as a unit with
provisions to amalgamate two provinces. So, India should
be cognizant of the fact that granting self-determination to

the North or a merged North and East could be utilized as
a stepping stone for a Dravidistan or if not, they could
link up with Tamil Nadu. So, balkanization of Sri Lanka
into nine provincial governments through the Thirteenth
Amendment will invariably affect the existing unity of
India. The promoter will then become the victim.

In the North, 99 per cent of the population are Tamils.
The LTTE resorted to ethnic cleansing and all the
Sinhalese and Muslims who lived in the North were
either massacred or chased out. Now, the separatist
politicians seek self-determination. That is why experts
say power should never be devolved based on ethnicity.
The Thirteenth Amendment provides for ethnic enclaves.

Sir, we know that devolution of power, as opposed to
decentralization, can result in the division of our nation.
So, we do not believe in devolution of power, but, of
course, decentralization up to the lowest level. The
Centre must retain the power. Our culture of governance
was centred with the ruling king. It has not fundamentally
changed. "G 0wdrn VOBemn"; a virtuous ruler is the
theme that we recognize, respect and expect.

Sir, India and Sri Lanka have a very long history of
friendship and we recognize the importance of nurturing
that friendship. The first-ever historically recorded
diplomatic mission had been when King Devanampiya
Tissa, 2,300 years ago, sent a special envoy to Pataliputra
for King Ashoka. King Ashoka too reciprocated by
sending his own son and daughter to Sri Lanka. I, too,
owe much to India, for the Indian Navy and India
contributed a lot for me to become a professional naval
officer.

Sir, having said that, let me refer to one of the
statements made by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He
insists on the Thirteenth Amendment to fulfil the
aspirations of the Tamils in the North. It is respectfully
reminded that more than 50 per cent of the Tamils in Sri
Lanka are living in the South amongst the Sinhalese and
the Muslims. So, if power is devolved to fulfil the
aspirations of the Northern Tamils, what about the
aspirations of Tamils in the South?

®G; Bendss 0% 89I1sBn®r

(oressryfl @ G woselsr Lrdls salarart Sjeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, your time is up. Please wind up.

@0 (89008 w) w6 Bdedms Dvmo
(wressryfl @ (BvTHS) ré afrCaamr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)
Sir, please give me one more minute.

So, does that mean that India is not concerned about
their aspirations or India is convinced that their
aspirations are already met? India must also study why
Tamils from the North, in the past years, kept on coming
to the South. That is because they know that they are not
discriminated against. Also, Sir, the Indian Prime
Minister is talking to the Tamil political parties who work
on a separatist agenda. The TNA is the political arm of
the LTTE, the most ruthless terrorist organization in the
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world and which even India has banned. The leaders took
oath in front of Prabhakaran before they came to
Parliament. The LTTE killed Rajiv Gandhi, one of the
most popular Prime Ministers of Mother India. The TNA
has never condemned the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi
or for that matter, any of the atrocities of the Tigers.

@0 Berdss 0% BwinBn®r

(omrevwsr i@ Gusseafler Lrdls sallFmeri ojeuideir)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, your time is up. Please wind up
now.

@S (8900803) w6 BSedmS Dwvmo
(orevsr Ll (BevrBd) Frd ofrCasr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)

Sir, can I table the rest of my speech?

®0; Bewdss 2002 BwinBn®r

(oreryllg Guwssallsr Nrds sallereri jsuiaer)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, you can table it.

@0 (§208w) w6 Bdedms Owmo
(oreryllg (BevrH) #rd ofrCasr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)

Sir, I table* the rest of my speech. Thank you.

* s3e00008305 O DA B¢ WD PHE @m20es:
* FUTLTL_S8)60 sweudbsLL L 2 soguller sTEhA LGS
* Rest of the speech tabled:

So, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, talking to politicians of
such political parties and addressing their so-called “grievances”, is
like someone appearing for the interests of the associates of his
mother’s killer. If it is required, he should talk with the Tamil
society comprising of respectable, educated Tamils and not with the
representatives of terrorists.

I must thank India because she stood by us at the UNHRC, soon
after we defeated the LTTE. When there were war crime allegations
against us, on 27th May, 2009, India voted in favour of us and
congratulated for crushing the LTTE and condemned the Tigers for
their murderous acts.

Also in 2014, when the UNHRC adopted a Resolution enabling
Zeid Al Hussein to conduct investigations in Sri Lanka, India
opposed saying that it is an intrusion of a country’s sovereignty.

We won the war against terrorists by rescuing 295,000 innocent
Tamils from the clutches of the LTTE. It was the largest rescue
operation in the world. We cleared 495,000 personnel mines, 5,000
anti-tank mines for the Tamils to resettle. We resettled 300,000
Tamils withina very short period. The so-called saviours of the
Tamils who are now appearing for the aspirations of the Tamils
never came up and offered even a cup of yoghurt to an innocent
Tamil child during that operation.

So, I hope Indian Prime Minister Modi would take all these
facts into consideration before asking us to implement the
Thirteenth Amendment again.

Finally, I must remind India of how she felt, a few decades ago,
when E.V. Ramasamy sought the help of the British to chase away
all Hindus to create Dravidistan. India should know that we feel the
same way when separatist Tamil parties seek the help of India to
achieve self- determination.

G Bendss 0% 81IsBn®)

(oressryfl@ & wohseflsr LTdls sallFreri oeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka. You have
seven minutes.

[g.©0. 2.47]
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(orevsr i@ Gupsseaflsr Urds sallFmeri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka)
Please give me one extra minute, Sir.
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(omewsr i@ Gusseflsr Lrdls sallFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. Douglas
Devananda. You have ten minutes.

[L0.L. 2.54]
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(orevrLfl@ Ldemeiv Cheurathsm - LHEMT6L HewLdFFi)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda - Minister of Fisheries)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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H(HSHSHISHNENS &(hSSHIHHATTEV 6TMHLIUTHET BT BISET. WS
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6TLog| WwasaflewL_ G Bevev CUWeNTF FIOUTHSH (HHS p(H
Qumredlsv  Fsrilenu, GuaeugmasmasCleusst
IDYSHGIF  QFdTm  HWSSMISSHE GaTewed  CFUISI6D
psstevflstTy @)euswyiGLTsy BrmigssT spHGUTGID GFwhi L
Flevemev,
LD& S N6

FLOTSTEOTLD

QewpuL iBursugiflevensy.  @euiaGear  sTg)

aflr’iquigsgiel’ @, @mniguilsd
QasmrsveILIL (B, ewSHSHID LenSW T @) HeSleTD -

LD 63T LD6UEW [T

@6 8.8, 0253500 E® ®wvwmn
(oressryfl@ of .88 GluTeiTedTidLIGVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Bewdss 0% BwnBn®s

(revrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdls sallgFrari ojeuiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Ponnambalam, what is your point of Order?

@6 8.8, 02353500 E® Owvmn

(oressryfl@ of.e8. GuTeTesridLISVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Sir, he is talking about an individual Member and is
accusing that Member of murder.

@G IR edDimsie Owvmo
(oresrfl@ Ldereiv Cgeuresthsm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

No, he had used my name yesterday.

®5 8.8. 023053500E® wmo
(oressrfl@ of .of. GlumTsiTesTidLISVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

A

[Beremod gt 888 90 wmom .
[y SE T B 1_swemiiLig ysmmLILIL (Berends/]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

in this House is accusing an innocent Member of murder.
Sir, he must withdraw that statement because that is not
proper; he has to withdraw that entire statement.

© IR edDimsIc Ovmo
(oressrfl@ Ldereiv Cgeureshsm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
No, yesterday, he had -

® 8.8, 023053509 O v

(revrLfl@ of.of. GluTesTesTIDLISLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

He accused a Member of this House of slitting the
throat of an individual and murdering him. He is a
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[0 &.8. 00535 @E® @wnn]

Member of this House and that is an utter untruth. Just
because he is

[Bcresmned ¢ 888 9O mom @]
[y s&lrrFsrds s 1_sweriiLilg ysmmLILIL (BHoTens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

that, he cannot go around making statements of this sort.

®G IR gDz Owmo
(oreryll@ Lserei GHeurarBhsT)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

I know what your background is.

®0 8.8. 0253500E® Qwmn

(omevsrLyLil@ of.eF. GluTesTEsTLOLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

So, please expunge it from Hansard. He cannot make
such statements. He is talking completely out of the topic.
He is supposed to be a responsible Minister, but he is
behaving like a

[Bosmod ¢es s8¢ 9o wom G&.]
[y sBlrrFsnds s L_swerLiLig ysmmLILIL (HoTons]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

®G Berds 0% 89r1sBn®)

(oreryllg Gussallsr rds sallereri jsuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I will look into that and refer it to the Hon. Speaker.
Hon. Douglas Devananda, please continue with your
speech.

®0 8.8. 02053500 E® Dwmn
(omevorLyLil@ of.eF. GluTesTesTLDLIGVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
He is behaving like a

[BGosmed ¢ 588 9o o GE.]
[y SBlrrasns s 1L_swerLiLig yEmmLILIL (HeTons]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

oS IR edDimzsier Ovmo
(orenTfl@ Ldemei CHeuTarhbgT)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
YETTED @)FI SLILIGUITETS Jjsvsv!

O DEB»O® BBessy Dwmo
(orerfl@ Gevdmsd FlefLisir)
(The Hon. Kulasingam Dhileeban)

[Beremed g 888 90 mom GE.]
[y sBlrrFsrds s 1_sweriiLiy yEmmLILIL (BeTends]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

®S; Bewdss 0% 89IsBn®)

(orerflg @wssaflsr Nrds sallFreri Hjsuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Douglas Devananda, please continue with your
speech.

@G IR gDz Owmo
(omevsrL L@ Ldsemery Cgeurarhbsm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

@) suira:Ger 6TLDG)| Lo&Eemar
aflri g wig Sgiafl’ @), stGgid LSSSID -

LD [T 633TLD UG

@0 8.8, 020535 0DR® wmn
(oressryfl@ of.ef. GluTeiTedTidLIGVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Bewdss 0% BwinBn®

(wrevr il @ Gupsseflet Lrdld sallaFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Ponnambalam?

@0 8.8, 0230535 0DR® wmn

(oressryfl@ of.ef. GluTeiTedTidLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, you understand
Tamil. He has made an allegation of murder. So, he has
to withdraw that.

6 Bendss 0% 8918 Bn®)

(oressryfl @ G wohasellsr Lrdls sallareri oeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I have clearly mentioned that I will look into it and
refer it to the Hon. Speaker. Hon. Douglas Devananda,
please continue with your speech.

oG IR edDimsic Ovmo

(oresTfl@ Ldereiv Coeureshsm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
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GueTewwasBiSi maTTgugl euiseEpd Oserreu  Llygior

9| OUITEEHLD
BLDLIGED W T @G LD.

auLfleu@oHBOTL LTI 6l 6T6dTLIGILD 6TEOT G|
9Cx5Cmurid UG g revflwimey_estiresr
urTgsTiY  @UUBSL  @)evkiendsullesmsy

QF GO\ B TETETLILIL d5dm 19 I

@) svmienasuilssr
wyemISsiulLg  Gursrmi,
s gl  Oeusflpri (H QRULBSBISEHD eweu 6T G
un’ga;wn’a;@snn’, BLL S0 I EICEEA
wrmHlesToCurgl, eupPledmhgs BT CeuallCumiusn@
Quissitpeusnasuiley GumolsrsrertiLi,. GeusssT(HID 6TEHTLIENS U|LD

auensullGevm

@B Figsari iy, allew GlumHlsT@mest. Hedrnjl.

OO Berdss 0% 89rsBn®)

(oreryllg Guwsseallsr rds sallereri jsurger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Niroshan Perera. You
have four minutes. Order, please! Before he starts, will an
Hon. Member propose the Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila
Gunawardene to the Chair?

oS a8 BDd »AKE @wmo (§ed ¥ YII»

eDege ovIg ©W s DuDeIw Yhw.dmoen Cieds

3®am 125 ®0)

(orevworyfl@ 9)2dld Bleurl. SLTmed - B, cPevgeTd Fhens

wpmid e Qerfloypupd wpfrewiiy @) rreThis

O|EOLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal - State Minister of Money

and Capital Market and State Enterprise Reforms)

Sir, 1 propose that the Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila
Gunawardene do now take the Chair.

OS @@ ®d HudSE wm
(oreTLfl@ Qramwl wewibiflev)
(The Hon. Mohamad Muzammil)

88 ed80 mom .

2 GLor )G,
Seconded.

g 88z &Y, wewr e3®@» S,
aflsorir BB SBLILIL B eTDmIS I TeTaTLiIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

gD o Bewdds  mom  ©wisBn®
gersmesrs’ 9O Hewsd, ®d; emIBEr Qeadidm
OurI®w GRowsnoe) Se.

st Ung, wrawmyllg @Gussellsr Urdls seilereri

Iauiser Y dhSlrTFaTSSeflearm  9%0Gal, reRTLdlE
(B wwd) GCasrdleor @Gswreuigar — jeuidser FHEVEVEHLD
UESSTTSH6T.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES left the Chair, and THE HON. (MRS.)
KOKILA GUNAWARDENE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(oreTLfl@ HeMVMLLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNTT Sj6uiTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Madam Chairperson, when we talk of international
agreements and when it comes to the Tamil people, one of
the most important agreements that concerns the Tamil
people is the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord. The Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord was signed between the Indian Government and
Sri Lanka. The primary purpose of the Accord was to
address the Tamil national question.

If you look at the substantive part of the Accord, it
talks of various issues with regard to finding a solution to
the ethnic problem. One of the gravest shortcomings of
the Accord was not making the Tamil people a party to it.
By not doing so, India, as a country that intervened on
behalf of the Tamil people, has an added burden to make
sure that the Accord it signed in the name of the Tamil
people is fully upheld. But, unfortunately, Madam
Chairperson, the reality is different. The fact is, once the
Accord was signed, the Sri Lankan Government was
purported to implement the provisions or the substantive
part of the Accord through the Thirteenth Amendment to
the Constitution and the Provincial Councils Act. When
both the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution and
the Provincial Councils Act were submitted to this House
in the form of Bills, the then leading Tamil political
formation, the TULF, wrote a letter to Shri Rajiv Gandhiﬁ
the then Prime Minister of India. The letter was dated 28"
of October, 1987 and was signed by the Hon. M.
Sivasithamparam, the Hon. A. Amirthalingam and the
Hon. R. Sampanthan, who is an Hon. Member of this
House at the moment, in which they go on to say this. I
quote:

“Now the legislation is sought to be foisted on us without any
Indian expert playing a part in the drafting. The T.U.L.F. expected
all along that a copy of the draft legislation would be made available
to the Government of India at some reasonable time before it was
made public. Apprehending that this might not happen, a delegation
of the T.U.L.F. met President Jayewardene on the 29™ of September
1987 and made this formal request. We regret that the Bills were
gazetted without being made available to the Government of India.

This is not merely cavalier treatment of India but a clear breach of
para 2.15 of the Agreement...”

And they conclude the letter by saying, I quote:

“In view of the above we earnestly request you to ask President
Jayewardene not to proceed with the two Bills in Parliament in the
present form till the matters referred to herein, are discussed and
resolved to the satisfaction of the Tamil people.”

So, Madam Chairperson, there is a massive gap
between the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord and the Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution. We are a Party that
rejects the Thirteenth Amendment and we reject it on the
basis that it does not even form a starting point to finding
a solution to the Tamil national question. But, the Hon.
Members opposite - His Excellency the President and the
Hon. Prime Minister - might be thinking that just because
the Tamil people reject the Thirteen Amendment, they
have an opportunity to throw away the Accord. That will
never happen. That will never happen because the Accord
is something totally different to the Thirteenth
Amendment. The Thirteenth Amendment was a unilateral
interpretation of the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord by the
Government of the day.
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(orenTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTdser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I am winding up, Madam Chairperson.

Therefore, whilst we reject the Thirteenth
Amendment as not even a starting point to finding a
solution to the Tamil national question, the Accord is
something that we will not reject. On the contrary, we
will hold India to account to make sure that it upholds the
provisions of the Accord in order to recognize Tamil
nationhood in this country and to find a viable political
solution that is acceptable to the Tamil people.

Thank you.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®O §RoewBN0 OIS

(orenTLLll@ SeweVemWSTEIGL 2 MIILNESTT SjeuTdsi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

@0 (§0008w) 3085y GoesDsT Swmo

(oreirfl@ (HeoTHH) &Gredr TmaHeussr)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

I do not know whether there is a Sinhala interpretation
going on or whether the Hon. Members are not listening
to this. The Hon. Member is talking completely on a
different topic. I do not want to disturb him. He is talking
about a Mutur land, but the topic today is about foreign
agreements. I think we have to have the discipline of
talking on the relevant topic so that we can contribute to
the Debate.

®0; 98.8. 9®sIBST Owmo

(omevsrLyif)@ 6Tib.67. FLOBHHTeiT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

He has the right to speak. So, why are you getting up
unnecessarily?
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(revrfl@ (HevTHlg)) &Greir rraeussr)

(The Hon.(Dr.) Suren Raghavan)

He has the right to speak. I acknowledge that right.

©O §RoeBN0 OGS

(oressTyfl@ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTesi)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OCT @801y ©WGid OEROA, Ve WD
DOPOD ©¥5IB), L0maEdd ¢HHED WD WOBIB.

®S 9OGsY WS d Dwmo

(omessrLyifl@ @)ormesT abepL)

(The Hon. Imran Maharoof)

2 awewuil@ Gyrermis Friyds srodleri  @)luigll
B)(hoBHSTDEI.  LTTTEHLOGTD
BL UG HNEBHMENH HTmeVUNeO(HHEH DeusTelldhs pHourTs
Seuit GGHSGHSTYD, @Geieurn ourTed GHs @)L STV
ST Gues prguyom? [ FemLiufled
Qarasr@eurti@bslerm  LNErrensswrssEhL_er — FOLbHSLILL L
wl HBsTOTT  @HSL  UTTTERLOGTNH GV
aleurglssliu@Sarmer?  @bs BlewelIUTL 6wl BTBIG6T
aflenmiSgECETeTer  Geusssrpb. @)etrmy  Hev  LTTTEHLOGTD
o _mitifleriger wi Hwedsy; Fev HewwFFiaEnd ()% GLTTD
6TIhId5 EIH 6D L_LLI LrGsa5 5 Gsv
updlts  Cuadlerm @b
uryrEpwearmsSS G Fsv

Guaeug  Cougdbemaswmrss

oL WBIgG6T

QFWH LG HSTDTT 6.
B)hEsHdTH  GHemDUTHHD6TLI
FhB TSN BEHTn L, @HsL
o midlerigser Sl igliupléSleTnTiser. (@)% 6TBISEHDL W
OICESEETR
2 arewouilGev, sThisEnmLw Lr8ssss51C0 @)bobd o rewfld
sefasflliuTerg) whsemer Wsayh GUIFLTET BlewedGHd

D& & EMEITLI afl_wioraGeu

UTSldEesrm

semenlullhasHeTmg. urrrepwsrm o miillerrrs () mdbalsTn
LIT [T (@1H LO63T D &3] 60 Cuaeugmh @
HlewL_bHeTD FhgiLILGSl60%T6edT @)sueurmmest ol wikisenerL
CGus wuu. @EAL JYBWIFTHET ([@)TETIPLD  HL b
T FTBIGEMB &M D EHFTL 1986\ 68T Iq (HHBMTTSH6T.

6TIBIG EMh 5 & LI (€]7,1

©O §RoewBNC OGS

(oressLfl@ HeweVeLSTHRIGD o M6t SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

RIN®O Bwdn mes ¢dwsy, ©d OIFnoA.

O 9OGsY ®WS;d Bwmo

(omevsrLyifl@ @)ormesT wamepL)

(The Hon. Imran Maharoof)

Madam, please give me one more minute. @)srmy Hev
IEWFFTHeTleT  BlewevliLmBEenert FhHSL

L5 51Cev -

LITTT &53565Tm

©O §RoewBNC OGS

(oressLfl @ HWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNGTT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@01 853 BBEBEE ¢ BCD OIEnE, VIO Br0d
DB ICHE CEID0.



1017 2020 aendad 08 1018

[g.60. 3.41]

®0 853 BBBEE ¢ B Owmn

(orenrfl@ agrer alluweTsd & Fsvsur)

(The Hon. Shan Vijayalal De Silva)

G061 90 O ERBBB, mssind 88u® 8Eacd
DO WO 0® gdENhedd, ecimed CODE esnewms
208e 99 WOOBIHO ehewnd BBHO® wy wOYAROEO
€10 2D a8 »YSW o, & BBH® ww wOYAROEO
OEER®Em0 gud I nEBT w® DIy e Dred®,
@® gDENOE ¢ud 1@ oD 88 0O wmd. g5IB
& Ben, B8xu@0mO gres Dmemd 8¢ O o ©w o)
Bem 0cm® B8EAcd g8 gdme 0wl DOTHO 5.
e®ime, ged ded 9BvIns BE a8 eabewd WEW @B
883900 ©0ITD DRI BedmD. 0¢dddw GBy®mO
guvesy D@0 ved dw BDyYed® gdwm gonw HSBOB
28 ¢cRleny.

Bedvews’, 18152 ged c0d avfusy me cRIO HBdy®,
198728 od.408-080 afws? me S840 90 odwwr ©n
208 & evfur’ me B80yY® oo, o® e¢m® a8 ¢Rriesy
PDeRDT, gd 0Dy BOu® H3wdB. HINMEB a8 ¢Bmrd, e®
®e 10018 ¢0 B8R @enrnE®@deme 0wl Beadn e® ded
8Oy yoousd Eoymn B0 O 20-0m B85S0
DeEtaoNG O BBwed Ddind ne afenst me B3 -
s 88g®” 91089, 95Ic I8 VBB e wOw» esfasy
ne »OOBD oo ¢BBw BEAe BOye® and Dicw®m
e cdon § 0. dedvews’ a8 o® mdems Onnl
WosIesy, a8 e® el VoGO ¥ 3w ¢® By
OB g 0dn I DOBO ©Y gud ICH CI @B
smymnded B0, 8n0-u51n® wy aBciw emeddy deds
DN W HOTIHO Ry, Beweld. 19878 8D-08.a08
gtes’ me 8Ou® B¢ wdiked 880 mBw Bedmydr. &
Ded® 9O GBye® Bedm emD o, 98 B8y® nEsY
B g aBY O um 0 0aewd e¢rn BE d@ME WD
o Beadm .

e 0mDBHEDE yh wdees »Sxed Millennium
Challenge Corporation &8g® 8€de¢d @ Hemo.
Bedvewsi® ¢ e@8mm Jde 200428 gad e @
B8odg odmE WS, 988 @0 v ne o3
eted 8Bunm 480 o ¢ D10 BEedex BEICO »ndOB
& qewd 928ss el g; 0® B8O Suuw 0@
Ce @88wu mwmew, aBod oeaddws Cisee
S0 BDedn, O8sie durls O @i ®edsy
BEHS oo udR®m DEn®i Je nE Jed Bewesd,
ED0Bey0w), @eeddnmdwed ww owedm gIeFRmOD
200C o8gdm vIBun #B ePDBL Pcewsy HOB a8
0® 8Buc B5yOOEO OgedTerd Bwuyy Cwmes ©®
©®0DBG ®wDD B WO ©¢8sY, WEs A &8O o
GownGie) ©0 OB BnBosin 008y ®ed DD
20857 WO,

O § R8N0 OIEnBe

(orerLLfl@ SeweveLETEHIGL 2 DN SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Bewd, ©c; ©D. »ryicerdmn OGN, VIR Br0d
DB DB B Do,

[¢.e0. 3.45]

@S 0. »ysIceds Svmo

(orenr i@ sT&. BHsEFevr)

(The Hon. H. Nandasena)

G061 ©0 OERBeB, 0® ewltrNd gm® &&es
0wldmnds. 008 Bedm Bwg mdewn 8D W

WO ICS Y @wOT 05200 B, 0O ©wisrNedsy
20e0mBO g BedD, B0 wiSm Bdu® 8EacH,
Sl ENDdw MO Bwsy e ® @@ G
DOBIHO @1 DRIV D0,

e ©P® owldrnd glluxy Ale®xs’ In®
Demednn Ostesy, MCC 88x® 88acd Jhed
BDO0w e@ime Bww) ®CHE g OSIDHB.  @Bed
B50BeBn@ed “00 wem ewaesed ¢’ 018 BEede
BnE OEEO® D Bedmd, OO0 afnmd BB
880900 amen Doy mw; Bws) WCw®D. O@ PO
e108E8, BdDnB. omew® YW, @m0
"Millennium Challenge Corporation" Bws ewemme &8
»0 e ¢ e®dmdd ¢gBewlvwd CHE OB WICEDEO
Bwg® o OBROB. DD Due® ECH  @¢EIHO
e50ed8, @800 AHeadm afewdd SNOTIHO,
BBQH B WMOTIDHO OOD® WIBTes’ @i Bwanm
M0 B8,

Bedsewrs’ vyBwe mced -2005- & ¢deadddm BDxu®
aesy mOTIHO cFww »eS, OO cFeons gwddm §
Ben 2010 ©B00 s 0dmemO ¢e®@3mmd e »E
©® 0ed Geifd edmrE OB, ged Jed Snin esNedq,
30800 8w eumim dwsl Agen O & u@®
PHBPOFO 0OmE BOOO o@D cofww med. &
00neds) OB BEedexm wigds; “Regime change” Bweo
OmesaBen w1gdr.“Regime change” OmmaBec Ben® O
s58e meed god O8xle Gdule OB “Codunis
00800" Be O $e@8meds ®e®. ©® Jed
0On@YE Ymn ®E0, “Regime change” Bwm OsoeaBa
$ged §e®3medsy. & DmwsaBe v el edme
WO 0w ®E. DY, PWED 0dmE ®OBIHY B
Yem. 20102 530m Dm0 & enmFecd cww e, 8
gewo. 20152 seguens O 0® GBy® Hwrd®m B»OsTm
w0 ®Er. BEE Bwee® MO, GRS VR, Fosey GBd
eNHOD BOBO 0thes 8Bwsm 480 OB Bwc Yees
e0® OO M e¢rIe) Bedm o¥nd o@imule Bwm
0w HOB @88 Do edrler’. e®B8, 41e®3mDO
Bone aBewde O Yy o¢stn 8¢ 0D Beadmdo.
O Dol »OB @ e®8med 9rig-e88 ®isTetdd
DEB O Bedm "Cwewrd mbBw)" Bwem gcum gt
28ewlowd W 0D, YE»B®O O edE Bedsy Om.
& ooy 00O & meBtHhe® Scdr vy YOOBIE Bws
®Cewme O & gud ydmwes Bedmnd. 9 snBsl, &
308087 dFey HBed ®wr OHOEWO ewldmdn
@28 WSE, & com g mS 0B 88D S5 dOw
YR WO @wWILEENOW ©8OOD WS v Beadm. gddn
sensy, OFws GsnBwe 1966 adcided & cun
20082000 ggdg 500 @A ¢¥m M gdws’ edRo
Bedmdn. & Ben »0¢c0 Ewend mb8w guen »w&e
e Jedo B3e® yadmud @ 0O Bedmdr. Im O
aBewlowm. ecdB mdems nO8, dmw D8sT comwem
"Belt and Road Initiative" Bwz OxomaBe. "Belt and Road
Initiative" BozTes? "Odm® Bowal, Om® @:0mz" OsisaBe.
Oen® B BHO "HO et 05" OB, @® WO Sma,
Be305Ya3, @3B OB CODELT O 53D O Ged BEE0
®fc wIBw OB, W wfg wIBw Bwsen,
31008000 Bndr coessws’ Afsws pusimned Bedm
BGmrwn. ORwWBwWD, B.0Syo® @O eIIEBewd,
0@ oy Bedmy @rIcBBwd 18 JOOE @® Hiw HOA
550 005 meg. o® 0dsT BZO SmwO gdlopwm B



1019 508Ee®sInd 1020

[0c 8D. mrsicedn @wmo]

By ©@® D emd »BEBIBG oW """ 8 ¢
Do, """ @i1e v D e Becs®Y 1,200
28w Ceadm. """ @ig wow wm Beg O O»
@Yoy ®O®STemI0 DGr1wed. WODTeHIO DG 53D BB
@700,-

DS §Row06:e) BTGB

(LomevsTL 0@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 O5IE 0@ B0 Bw®nm mEw ¢dewm&.

Bewd, ©C; ®B®h DeCeNR OTEHEr. RSO S50
DI DICHE B0,

[e.%0. 3.49]

O 028 DeFeRId) Dwm

(orenTyfl@ sriflest auGsGlLmL)

(The Hon. Gamini Waleboda)

Gow0Ge) ©0; OTERBeB, »HO® OsIFOSwr BBwd
YB® ®od DT qywicw vg OB OBEB, @® ©o
©®0ed8 mO WO ¢80 Bwdn R ©NEd @ ®
8®5TVews’. ©0 G DO DNd wweE PICHS DY
WO BYsT, D WOBID ¢DEd O 8O Br0d RB»AE
Bearies’. e@m0 0¥nd e@imwie?

20158 9EwO ©r ©DE), B0 BACEDE i3S HOwWE
B Oy, DA g eOBNEE), 0 GOW®d BB
WO, eRIOD Pyydm O DO @ed JO ux WOY aw &g
Bueed D8 @D 9cerm), 6ed YyEm, smrmded y&ds,
0ESmed Bedm oOg BEICO wmddh WmSE J00
Beg®, ewd®sn 9e8uny I Bedw) @DERDN ¢l ennm,
2088e®@5nd ne aud ®mO BT Beds) DO Brn®
BHBOB wmostes’y. & BEACO ®eod ACOT »B>JD o
ayencs 8¢ mOBI OB, 20158 EwWO vr § duw m»O
BASC D2 288mw Bwm mORGDO §Dredo,-

@S (4008 w) w8 ¢ BFD Owmo
(wresr e (seTHd) anias & fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

om0 ©d OSIEnBwA, 48 dndsiied DD
G500 ofe Bywr. Ddm BEnS el mSm yadm wewe
¢ 1B L OB Yo, IBEB e¥nd.

O §EowNGe) O EnB e

(orerLLfl@ SeweveLSTEHIGL 2 DILNeTT SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO ©8€ DeCenhd) OIEH®), DS WD WS
@sIB.

O35 ®8 & DeEed) Dvm

(oreirfl@ sriflest uGsvGlLTL)

(The Hon. Gamini Waleboda)

Gow0Gie) ©®0 OBIERBwA, dn®1 Dt ®EWRX Oed
Cw 8d0ylomens’ gdani.

2838m BDBvmnw glves WO BHWOELO ©eBe
s @0BEen edsieny, ®o; CBE dpd8-w v Bn®ied
008 medthwed euEE® »C AIO OO yeu®® DO oy
0 o OB ©wODHO VBN w08V 88O o
BomBIHC @DEE ¢ IRW B 8 1BRWBE VR, &
30wl 85 BBe®BY W Com0ed yoOBWIDG 0B
deda yooBwsl nw ocomm OO g@imseaed
coedanmes’ 88won o BBe®r). den® WOEB @
Bedn edege BBy® ISm gFws’ WO® 805 oern.
ETCA 8890053 ©057 ecomy § G - 80850 edege
88g®, ACSA, MCC ¢fn g Bug B39® esfwsy »oc
8Gsw 02y DD DmEO "W W EWICHS DO
o Ded o 28Smu® SHB®IOO 800  @sIHm
D08 ©®emEeEs wiCH® @mdevm Bled. & wiEu®
amb0ems 38 ng »O8 2019 050O@8 DmeEmO &5
O 8w DO WOOTIH YOO o €d. [P BEO]

o0 »8s ¢ BECO O5IFROB, n®ed y@dmrw 923ssy
®OBID. 88 SO ¢ FH0 eeIH®. »nPIrnsietdEo 505000
Wy g o eonEE ovedE, OCE, oddg,
emIBEOET g OFmN. ¢€ ¢ ©EWIEDH Vg OB, ¢€ ¢
©E€vedm A v¥n 8By e® OO WD PIEE d¢
208® 2B Hew B D OB, HYIrnsieldEo
odBn  @0ws® 0¢dned®sind Smwe @me); 8y
©¢28nedInd Brxna »Er. IEe® 32m g O weg
DY NI’ MEeSEB. O e @DIBLH® e®
®»D WOesy e@me? ¥ & 0ded H3ed
emedc? g BD edd Im OEwWD ¢®» ©mO
BEsIvNsTesr D ®15) W WOBIB Desacsy.

Yo Gi®) 0 OERBWB, eI sxuI0w wdes
ab0ems 000D, odBv mESH v Y,
DEDTDWHOBTO Oy eI B¢ 000D PbSmer »OB
2019 0220 @a8 ©wed @Bod; &Nl eoaddna
Grsets ©Bn® B8sY Do ey,

DG §Roe00e) OGS

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 M6 Sj6uissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 OTTEROB, DR ¢ 127 DN ¢dewsy HOBID.

O35 ©®8 & DeEed) Dvm

(orevsrLyfl@ sriflesf] suGeGTL)

(The Hon. Gamini Waleboda)

GRownG®) ©; OERBeB, Oed PO D ®E
e ©0 20 Bsc BBsew G ecsis.

288mas BB ¢BBY, odBw pewddmwsio & m»
@5 8@ B PEE® 1PN emd) BT, LmsIHS
edege BOu® gdms 5® J00 dBSem 008, ar et
283m DadBw e 0 o3RO 9288ed aed Suw
»OGR WO g8 ¢l DdDiwsw Bedm O Suwend
BosIs 2 ORB. ©e® &nBa.

@O YRoew506:e) OIS

(orevTLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MIILNTT Bj6uTdser)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0; 9. BeCEsics’ Qvm. RIRSD Bxd BD®
MO Bz,



1021 2020 aendad 08

[19.L1. 3.52]

®c; 8. dwedsIgsl Quwm (88md® @8e yeodw
808D B DI BHO BER® W §yO G8SH
end® D® YOBD® Caxss g@imun®a)

(oreryllg & alwurGuhglrer - Marsmslw Hrmw MNréss
Silellmsgl, of" @ oo A
Qurmerrsrrs  wulig@Qaiiens Guwburl (@ @ rrersis

aflevmigler  eueritiy

S|OLFFIT)

(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan - State Minister of Backward
Rural Areas Development and Promotion of Domestic
Animal Husbandry and Minor Economic Crop Cultivation)

Qaxarrey  HwVMWSTHIGD o miiflert  euiasGer,
Fieu@sF QUUBSWTE @)(HEHBVTID HVeVGI 2 6TBTL ()
@UUBSLTS @) hdbserd!  eThsGeurm  QULbds S Wb

CuhHOl&TsTERLOILITYS! HTHISST HeuswtldsCGouerigwi @) et
WpHEW eflL_WBIGET 2 6IT6T6T. 66iTMI, 6TLOGI BHTL L EDIeVL I
QueTds auaTGems Lt LT SHITD 6ThSOeuT [ PLILIHHE WS U|LD
Brmissr CnelsTsiter wpiquwirgl. HCHELITETN, 6THISEHEDL W
wesfls eusTGemal UTHSE T THBOUTH PLILIBSHEMSUJLD
Brigser  GuneEsTsTar  (pigwITEl. TGl BTG EIEHL L
Querdls  auaTSemBU|D, Wl  euTHMSUW LD  LITSHIBTSHFI,
Sunhenn  CUBSSHIUSTHESSTEHT  QRLILIHSBIHET HeWLOW
CousT(Pb.  &HTVSHISHGHS HTeV Iy wrPl  eu@HSleTn
ST FTHIGHRIGET SeueuiGUTE LVBaumLIL L FTesr FiouGss,
2 sTBTL(h PLILHSBISDOT CLOHEETETH BTN, Mo 6TLd S,
F(LPSLOTEST ] Blewevsw i d
Carpmiallssdham gl QUUBSHIGTTS @) (BHSTE, Hjeweu
UrGaumEHsdn g WSTS @) ([Hdb@GLD. LOTMHITS, 6TLOG] HTL L EDIeHL_WLI
Quergls OIVVGI 6Tl
UMTSHMBF FAwSLILFTEHECUT VUL Heubswm (3)6sTGl6sTI (1)

9, Gyl mer,

UTHmebF  FewsLliLgrasGeur
BrL_(h&% S5 g,rrsmgsun’ﬁ'ﬂug,n’as@mrr S|EMLDUJLOTEITTEV, [6M6u
6Togl Bl B @G uriflw LNeTeren L_eneuda et G mesut (e (HLd.
5Ceu, 6TDG] BT IGEDIVL W VWIS  &(hdHSIM 6l TesuT(h
FreuGsh & spliLbBmIG6T GHesTareriiLiL. Geusssr(hib.
PETH  HFTUSHTED  WSSSHTTed UL,  HphE
L& 6wt %61 6V urglda i 1q KdbHeTn LsVBsumy
vergmal  Srrokisener  ilalmssl Qi Ceusssr(Bib.
9B uLGam  GOPUTHHET @) HSHTDT.  HbHHH
@opurBssmer  Bleuidgs  QFuisugmasrer  Cousmevdgl
Liisewer (perller(hdss  CeouswsrHn. @)bs el wnisener
BTBIGET HLbg ST BT IgeenL W Forrdlugl, Lrsom
RHCWTHDL W HuSTSGISGH Oarent®h)  eubslhb8STiD.
SpsdH@ wreTenmsef G
LGBlEHemer Guibu®S
QUTLPEUTSH T & HL_L_ewLOLIL|&SHemer

hs  pliuenulGs  euL,
MEEEE Y urgléasiiu L
SIUGDSTET,  IBIS
THuBSGIusHETT Fv Couemevd sl L_Bigsensr @)rIQLITSI
QIO OSS BSSTDSI.  oupiedo il
all_wsgH&E0Eear  (peirerTer  Yewivdai  Glmeryey Gy
TTELIFOG 96U TS EHEDL_ILI SeneVsw Lol Gsv FOTTSILIFF
QFweventl speiTm 2 HeurTHsLUL B, ST CFWDHLT(H S EHLD
UrGs s

S| TFTBISLD

g rioilssiinc iy méslarmer.  Ulsrgmdlw  Slrmo
Uellmsd) Frihs @uremris yewwss CrHMI (PsiTHleTid
TOTHGHS STOULL Gl Ibs CousweVSHL L BIs%ewerd:6lsresr(h
L0555 EVh % (& Py HhBH6Te) Cremeusemerd
QFileugh@ Brer SwrrTs @) hESTCme.  [Bswi uf(B)]
BRIGET 6TBIGEHDLW WdHHEHSGHF OFiig SPsETser! S
weasefler  Ulrsflenssramener  swoudgis6sram® — rdlusd

6TIBIS EMHEM L_ILI

@)evruib Gz GeuesvrL_mib.

HLHS HTVSHBV BHISST YEHD &L Ao pL(hHslenL
QaThSsCuUrg swemer sulipl LrCss QFuwansshamss
STPWisHS) @) (HdseVTLD. SjsueuTm) ST (PWITSHS TLO6V

1022

TGS  Chrsewsu)d efergdbSiser. @)eTenGomri
Wbl UBHL  HTVSMS afewrigdhs BTHBIGET SHWTTeVensD.

TBIGEHEDL W LDEHHEHBHTRT  CFeMEUBENET  [BITThISH6TSHT 60T
Q& Geuessr(B)ib. Sjem6u LeneV@LIT6Y CRES
STt (HEleTmenT. 9B GBI LITeVTEdT GlLisssT
SWVMISSHIUS  (GHDUBISET @) (HSHSTDET, WSS TV

uTSlEsLUL L suiger @) mbSeTnmissr; wrhmissmesrmefssr
B pasHleTmriser. @susurmy wsLBsumyul L Ulydflenesraer
Spp  WEBEHEG GGSHSTDeT. b
Ulrsflensstasmer swaudg rfwed CFiIwG gl Tgl. LIDTS,
I|bSLI Ul &Flew 6315 615 5 TewT Sremeu
QuUHMIEEBTHE:S GeusnT(HILb. | bS
Il G CHemeusenar BrmissT LTHsl6Finn Gouswr(Ib.
SDEHTHESSTHT YT FThIGSSHIL 66T Qewenthgl LVGsum)
Couswevd Sl L Bigenar BThissT LpsT6lesr(hbgl euhalerEGmrid.
QUBBISTOSSVID BIFFWIDTE HTFTHISGEHSGIGHIm LT LIVBeum)
Couswevd Sl L BIGHenar 61D SN HevsIbsTHaL &)bs
BTG EDIeVL_W  LD&HEHET6T BeVsnIGaTHeD (PpeT6lesTHLIGLITLD
sTeotUens @)bs 2 wiflw FeouulGe g MECETaT®H Blewmey
QFHssT@M6dT. BetTM!.

D& & E1HEM L_ILI

BITBIG 6T
D& & E1HEM L_ILI

@6 o806 OIE S

(orenTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTdher)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Bgwd, ©dr (eedes) cyc oclss?Bd ©sIgn®,
RSO B8 VW WICWHE CEIDDo.

[e.%0. 3.56]

@0 (e00e3) ey vedesB Dvmo

(orevryfl@ (swousbdlw GeLTHF) 2 Lsd HevLILIGE)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Upul Galappaththi)

Y0068 ©0 OE B WA, SedvewsI® a¢ wy Sod
Bwosy ¢ ©cen® omeddzn Dw-one o 8
58Bed®5Ined m Yo, @i eedesddwny d8wO g
13 el dBw@I® mer. oCI® Dw-on eddvwrs DD
D50 3 NsewsT ¢d8 B YoV HOAB, & DwvsBe
8¢ Oy, O8 sg@OB ¢dlw »e8, vyBw @by 11 80O
2edc 30 ¢ g mocw ne a8 sy »eg. @CI®wW
#cBnen 0¢8n, emeddsn edfow REEsY, 8BE0 e
28 & 208w vy ®Eo.

0082 Sodvewrsi® & DiRWOVD B TNEBB DG 53
2BO0 E5NBBBR0 ged eeeddwe B8m@50. & Ded®,
@IS &0, 0 BGO5Y wy SodvewsI® BHHd ¢ty
wvesios B OB, 90 wdim e & 03w oy
WO g0 ooy Hoad. & Bw mO8, a8 ecd1B ¢dBwd
Omemd, g8 Bwx Hammer and Dance Bum o0&
ecomsy Hammer Bwzm ¢d8e 8 wlomd oy mog.
Dance Bum ¢0led nO8 ¢z a8 sydsiesy. & Busiess,
a8 cDD0Om gdBwd »nOB ¢y gOBEew @Dy BIsTen.
28 Hammer @08ed &8O Dance @03wO OmemD,
em0eddzn Dw-ons OREO By ¢8 ocimed e¢dB
B0 sFedE BedmDr. 950 8OO, eEI®BOS
peSned 0¢ds7 ¢8 & exit strategy 9m ®oxmo. © S
BRwe0 yPd ocved DEDDomEH ged exit strategy Om
BB DO BB, & JODEOH Im adevm Beod. &
Ben, & 910 0¢emO® 5NEWBIO® 557 ¢BOT; B0nIBBBHD0
28 Seodvewsi® dnBosin eOm .

sy @8 gstesy Dance Bum ¢08edB8. & Busies,
COD0OBmB O gdRedB. Ve wricmd), D18wd @
B8x0siemd) Yyodade B § nIde Emw WIBIB 6O



1023 s08Ee®xnd 1024

[0t (eedes) cyCE vetuB @wnn)

DHBIHO D@L BV VeV GO DB O eBNedE, & aoe
yedr EHBDO B BHBO HOB me yFen. & wewo gdos
Bwo @86 gs v 8O ecs OGS 83500, & Dred®,
00 sl HuwordOm me wiB IV SO nE
Bedmn. o®ime, & wewr qud owie owds Bodnws
Bedm B, & D1edf® den BGOT §ud ewoe wHewd ®w
Coh o Ben. Loymdn ewoe gdlewsd, & coecd
8Ewu88sY grImdo.

OCI® 9IS WO Bwr BBwD, RBINB gdBwd
05Dy »O Dwd e O on eD8. winsewsy 2022
Dueld ed nO8, § REOB gdlwd des’. &n »OG,
0@ Dews’ wEm® O gddw ewd vaccine dm,
BHO yReBmiem dinms wedh 8e®s & eddowr
BICH® WOB gOBw. a8 ¢157 8geddxsY grvesy Dance Bwxs
2080d, IO cDDODH 20BedB. a8 dw 9my 8OHO
OBE8E gu¥mdr. duwsed oo OWFOoT Bom
G00wd @8 ¢@01ed Dedn TGS W e® ded
@G B BHYDO HEWW Bedmd. a8 & wews g
Bwo @80 0BEsY 9rImrdn.

Y06 ©0; OTE BB, bmssind edege BS8y®
o> g¢ OGO » mer. D DrernI®, ©yde
2901g ¥BCHEC nE ©edes DaBwes’ 88wl &8 B3ed
el. syBe ddw 8857 edege BO® nv»E eem Gobds.
&S00 edege BOH® eNedB, WIeId) v ewdr BOH®. e
e 9BIEWID W BonHByGOD ged GO Ban WOBID 8OBY
o, & 88y® esfur’ wer O @ edmemO ©©dd
»Omdwed 8O ueg® dBwd D @rIewiryy ©wW
B.0dyo, “Bmwesy o®ed @8 O Wosim 60y
a0eom @0o8. & Bw, Da¥dmwesied “Hhm ouiges
88w, @edes Belried w-0vds SIw0 a8 ©1w@Ed
BOD, 00D HBm edege yhusBwem B0 OB B8yd®
guiesy OBy O BwE. d Bw »O8, o0 9z @
m aluBn®ed ne®BDersy 0 ©¥iide DAED.H
CBEOE Owmned ©nIsBDewrs’ HHBTHO eDeg®
wewo 5w yBuB B¢ § ©vdm omBsnsy wwid a8
o mog. 38 DD @ gv Bedmd. DarBmesied
SBm eudfe Bowddmwe »OBs), 00 OO eFdme
BB * .

OB OO0 BBE 0 00ge yhuIBwE Ve Bw
28 Bwm om0, LHousind edege ¢@ims 8Rwd OO
DOgn BE OB 8OO OB ez, HBH edege
yBeBe MDY »D edege yHuFBe Bwozm Owvod
elamed. ged vwbs ¢ 8ED Oy @B e® o
I @B, & nEsl 0® 6ed cI¥mBnd ©8Ee®xsind
@200 BDD; ©® Ced BHHND @21®® ¥ DD, IO
OHVCHY 0n0® DD O® »O edge yBuBed
200 D8mD @ v Beadmd. o® Beawlesy & New
Trade Policy ©=. ®® 0® eFamws @winm* moxd.

©® D »FFD Vel OB, veBwe @iy PHCHSeY
OB PO 0@ Jed Bymd gie¢ded; e® Jed
D Bwws’ gsIesIm wiced. »Yr, DaBwwes’ 0

* gedmmoged P g,
* BreafleweViIgBIe) sWeUsBLILIL. (BETTENS).
* Placed in the Library.

BOG8 BERG ¢¥vm. I Ben »O8 & 8818 nm»y® gfewsy
3 0I5 N8 Yoes.

MCC 88¢3® o1 0 O @m0, ged B5nI8Bneo
8y 00O & wewo @Nidde CEHBT ernd D5 Onmued
yAFDeWsT 8@eEIdD »EJYDW B Eo.

@6 R0 06:e) OGS

(orevnTLLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MIILNETT Sj6uTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O OBIEROB, IR0 05T § mE® gduwsy.

o6 (e00e3) ey vedssB dumo

(revrLfl@ (swousdlw HeOTHF) 2 Lsd HevLILIGE)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Upul Galappaththi)

QoG ©0; OFERBwH, ®0 »D mues 0=
@¢sIBy.

0857 Bwo®@m ww Bedn Bns ©0md, "o® BBxu®
B Om wEewy Jed a5n0mwd, $HBm ¢d8mwed o
0003060 Bw v B8PS W VY WedFw dEH® §
G0 0dMedsy § o dved ®ddde B8 BB wo
3D HO ERH FWBBHW WOT) Cd N»." Be. a3 &
ed mder REed »O8, v MCC 80y® afws?
WO @Bz wged. O @8 wmdHoco B8Ee
omem0, "MCC 83y® afesi »osts @y 98 yom
as0 Dreod" BuEr ®0c 8080 dv®wr BDDL. "agd
DO 88 08000 Beowrm vy, OO Bwo swwdn
gooewsy oed MCC 88y® gBdlwewsy gquiwsy
DO Ay, @® Yo gud Orcod" B, HH, de I
88y® gvfws’ e B0, ¢ e® JO e® nFTDed Byw:.
BeVOMO, el wi®d edwsy eD; BeedBDw edwsy
@dD.

w05 ©O OBIE B BB, e@ew® &SnA&.

@0 (89008 w) w8 ¢ BESD Owmn

(wrenrflE (srld) anias & Heveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Yo ©0; OFIEnBeB, ©0 @DELOE ©¢sIH
1988 ®OBIB).

w0 ©0] BB, ©OB ©wd BE BIAD
30E0ed 0wldrNd evzned. B8 ©dddr® oy
HOBN® 0@ w¥ed 0B Bwo & OFn® Bwey ®DD=
BOde ®OsIm By Em 08 eFIMBS esnedB. Im
508 peadfed yBoFBe vSwd eemed. & s5IEn®
BOD, 08303 WROE eI guens’ 8O5Y ev® e dfws
WOD ge ¢ & @Iewory KBmwsy ©® 00 evsIOH
gDy BwEr. ¥HOOB @EEw deuvd® mm® Mode 4
Bws DadBmwes ewnd 0@ms dBwd i ydocwnsy
CODE @t amd o O »Bwdn & GOhed
BReed i Bed O OO OEn0 On »osim
25)1@(@8.

@0 (e00e1) ey odssB dvmo

(oressTyfl@ (weussli HLTHF) 2 L6d SevLILGS))

(The Hon. (Dr.) Upul Galappaththi)

owrnGid ©d; O5IEn8wes, 00 38 ydmwex On
DO .

¢ New Trade Policy Bum om wiged »08csI»
SBmwo 85T, @RI OO yoOBWIDWw B WD



1025 2020 aendad 08 1026

DO, YT HOBED HBDwWET HOB & Dobmo Wwiged.
On®ed research paper 90 »OB e®ROBIE ©DG OO
New Trade Policy Bweo gfesy mo@, 0 ¢®e®.

DS §Row06:e) TGS

(omevsTL L0l @ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTa6lT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

&m 88 yamwm 05%9ed8, ©0 OEHOA.

Bewd, ®J »0m DCEEBw s @RS VDHO
82538 0B MEHE B,

[e.%0. 4.03]

@0 m0m DeKde Owm (WE8we wwewdBmo
WOGR Coes)s g ®o)

(orewr Ll sTrs LITe0 @ ilw -
BL_6UIG SDEHBET @)TTEMHIS HEHLOFFIT)
(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya - State Minister of Regional
Co-operation)

#BBB, §Eoe906:e) ©0 O EnBBA.

diprpglu 2 ey

g0l 00 ¥ ¢ BED OIE® evvN D BE BB
3DEeD ewlErNd @m® eWIc ©wlEENOR. qud ©®
8EAcO Boan B¢ DT o Wrimy ¥OOsY 08
BB @ 3D D, O ©wdBEND eOzND SBHO
@50008, @® 1o B®¥Ied 2nd® d& 83wr. edewd eDEDD
@00 OFFOCY & ewldrn evrNDD wied & DD
DO 95 sded ®wwedst 9bs edmD. P On®
w®ed d8 8385 gevyd OFOCTed @cnEOEO ©wdnY
¢oizn. & BERCDD ®od #EnBe dn®0 o® gdidtiede
B WOBIDY W OBEB.

YRow0Ge) ©0 OTERBB, 9-G8 “oBm ¢Samdi@un
9 omd®E ovdE Bwmr, "Law neither makes the
sovereign, nor limits his authority; it is might that makes the
sovereign and law is merely what he commands" BeE). e®
Bo®» o ¢8 wEusn ®OC NEedrs, Im @cd Heony
Do, a8 0@ HHpusIins 80y oy ®mS B»ES
gyB00 & arlBe Bedn, snsm® & s Bedn ODEO
508 & B0yPDET wORB BIwm DBwE CA OB
500Y DYy,

a¢ Bomusins 88y® 10,000 died y@renws Beadmo.
Ot BT w-Bmwe Godw WO ewd Yoo,
CODE wuwwO veto power Bwer Dede dcwem 3
Beam . ey CODERD & s v Fod OB
N0 HBIDEWS Bedmdr. Oes HBTed @.DDdw
19502 057 0¥ 020, EN® COOE ¢we oFenmiy &
cODE ¢woed BBum S50m sPem sMmovmen OB Sled.
a¢ Oy HrBTed w-ddmed @i8m MO JODE ¢vw
oemn Dol BBws MO D BBOVDWAE BIWL.

DS Beoden CODE @A BlwmO & gdes mdeno
Q¥0 WOBIHY DEIEE0T OHD. PWNEB, e@mm»E &
S5m0 By BedsersI® D1enn edmDl. g8 &e®3mo
Ot smescw oem, & qn eavewnd BBEYOOEO gy
WO . & Ded®, & gw ratify »oc v ©w®0S
B8x®0c0 & gw gfus’ WO, 953 ved I B edmd
e0® om0 & H8u008s 908 0D Bedmo. EBxymo
80 Bsmsed OREB BRwmO edmww 0Dm»D O, &
Sm00 eB8Bw Bedmdl, ©wdNd B8yPOEE 9Cee

a8edsin). ¢8 0® BBy® v D WD e0 & e IH®
ACTD g0esm0 Bedmo.

0058 BedvewsI® D1 1D OH® edege By®
O @WWOB WE. OO god vy ¢ 8EDI O G O¥m
O edmn. ¢8 aBfdlvewst® & edege BDHYODED
O So® gdanmdn Beamd. & GdydOEO dm®
@Dm e, B e Bum O 050ed8 §B» 00gD.

9@ Bmedd o »O e & DD wdydes
woses. ¢8 barriers to entries ¢ »H®, OEE8, ®®s®»
an0s gmes Se®8 e®imn ewd AW VWL HOOBY.
ev® g V¥ dont BRO oIS O vy ¢8 & BBy
aesy O emO 000 emdOS yBGWw Credmod,
8w REI®De BweEy mEBN WO ICTD B
80830 B80u® ed 88y afesy mom emd a8 &
200 @ed @by B0 8D mosim, & Ded®, yned
Bean 80ss 0808 mIsTHy ¢dEd ¢B¥vn. »HEY & aw
g0 & Odymocw @y sles’ oy 0® B8ydoce
80850 wedi)D ey BOD, "Im 0® av gfus’ ®JY
owe 88ueE" Bwecr. vin8 & Ded®, & mcs O
°® B0y 8Eacd g8 AcT» V. O° Bnsiesy wis ¢
BED OB 0® v ¢ ¢ B. OO ¥w3wd® ¢xvery
0, OBV eHEHOBW VOO ®IOE heod OB ©O Onm.
O® a@Bwimy OOE ASEAN 83»@0 gfes momemd
G0 @R WE. YT 0@m G e®@8muIDd
00 mwen B «OBHB BBwmO 9sIeweds, ewldwd
Gi8wedy ammEuen BAya Bw a8 ASEAN 88»@0
e Poad . o8, 957 vded JewmBw eg®cies
uFOwed el »0n ASEAN ¢0dE oxm dmn
ed5iny c¥winan ¢ 61D w8 & ASEAN 00 dnfm
OWn §ew 0, g¢ ged ed nEHHDw 80 Dt edmE ed®
20 28 Yo ¢, g¢ 88 e@mdr evd ecwn SHmwd
28BS DOBYemO, ASEAN CODED gumwmw mO50i0
D& Bwwd 10 Ded A @rdsIm 80 edmD0. dulcwed
2086 ano0amsioce ¢8 »O0ns ASEAN c00E oxm
Omny O5Im WmemO ©d»d CODE g Sowmsy
OeB0De. a8 g3 O» ASEAN c00E onm dmn
D5 DEIeedTn eDHD. ©° Bnmd SO O B e
enmIED suI0S, @ Bedm edRrmED 8y edmes
eODEED, BONC eDEDD e® BBy® B8Eacd Beoadn god
gcnyEs ¢ud edmE WO ©5ID e, & Wcwes O S»
005 WO ©I eOHD. e@H»E BORE BIwmO OO
8588® o0wed ¢ »oWB ¢ Buc 8 m»Surn WIE
e, § mee OFmY & o AT HOOmOS
Bedma.

w0 00 O5IEnOwB, @® ©d wwwed gIm
©®n0 OFOG O O eddE BDD. O VBOJew
B0, "8 g BB o000 OmD" BwEe. a8 ¢l o®
emedIzN Des-ones dFm S0 edmemd & a¢wd O5im
O Bestme BoEs ©° gutm m@B8. @8 988ed? air
bubble concept ©m ewemzizy Wemdl. wOWS @@ Gesd
Boemds, "D gHoidc 0OmemO 000 emedimn
De0mwd OB 5" BwE). B 00D O
0ddowd OB oWt ©BIm NG Hoows gud Snd®
80 00m 0dxler’ e®ewd® ¢ BHwm O» O gwmd.
ed@aED CRE (@ 05 Sndn werTest mnd a8 o®
Do OB PewdBed BEBN WOSTD . > ¢»
83w dm0w ex0edd, 9288ed & §10®8msy ¢» BBwmny
G000 Omn. OO ¢ 8BE O Om »OWB Bwsm Om
©5»ed8 OO Burless. ©0 Busiesy e@m»e a8 & gw-



1027 s08Ee®xnd 1028

@S (40008 w) w8 ¢ B Owmo

(wrenrflE (sevrBld) anias & fsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

GownGi®) ©0; OEnS8wB, mdm DoEdwe Cuess
3@ @ensy ®0 81988 BBOW »ovsIm d5:.

@O Gotss @@amBOB, WEIBB VeI G WOWR S
3 ©@BOSw SO VIN® BwsIm, air bubble concept O
230 OO ¢m 88 @m0 dxfery Beddhwemw mosIeny
RO BBo.

O D6 DoReyBwe wmo

(omevsryLll@ STrdHs LTELE W)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

D0 B Omewsy O ¢n BBw @omd0 O, 08 ¢m
8300 O onedd, @8 Idmd oensy
sosddmes’ eotomndr »H® 928ede g0 air bubble
concept & O DEBBN WOBIB) EOHD. &8 Bw, OO ¢
83 ¢85 Beds hotel dm»m0 BB8E), & oevioced?
030D B 8 BuE @0 8m Budd ©8m0 OO DD
@00 Hemd uedewd 53On & ar Smwed @dHD Bweo.

@S (§90083) 08w ¢ BFD Owmmo

(orer e (seoTHd) anias & fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

©0; s FOBRBWH, ®O ¢» O . [P
BZOR] nFuced guim. 80 & o »O¢O guIH®.
Bedddeme eznmoy ©© 88w B0 S503eBn® 6w
®0T ¢O@BR ¢ HOD Yenoc?

©0 ©dppedd OBPc-08 Ouddwe (eweds

3@omun®v)

(oreryflg (Fmwg)) ualsrrGsall sustalloyred - sarsTr

O|EDLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi - Minister of

Health)

00erndd, OFEROA. a8 Om Bedm OWWHD
a0 & aw C»d0 O 80 Omewst PCR «8Fsemns
OO OB AN, GBT EomDO o0 stdeed Eomod
ned 28 99s9ed PCR «8Fven 840 m»dmdn. Omemd
5 0¢mm8® PCR «8Fsen 85 womdn. & amd ged
labs®Bmy & swabs careon & sdFsans B8R mSmo.

@S (49008 3) w8 ¢ B Owmo

(e flE (seorBlg) anias & fsvaur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

©C; @wds HOBYOwWH, B ¢ OBIB d-

@S 88500¢8 D5IBGSOD VwISw

(oreryflg (Hmpwg)) ualsrrCGsai susirestleyrad)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi)

OO OIENOB, 0® mE® DEEdw s GBI
©@DED-

@0 (49008 ) w8 ¢ B Owmo

(e flE (seorBlg) anias & fsvaur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

RIBw INGIed DD 0T Om.  VIROBIE
G000 95 @ ylocwed® PCR u8s e mdmae?

®0 88150edd DIBGCDS PwI®w

(orerflg (Hmpwg)) ualsrTrCsai ausirestloyrsd)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi)

G200 O v® ememrned® PCR sdFse 050,
Ofemd esedOE® arewsy, BNTH® Cewsy.

@0 (89008 w) 08w ¢ 8O Owmo

(wrenmflE (srld) anias & Heveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Omem0, & BwEe¢rN® Beddhwmw ®»I5YDc?

©6 88500dd DIBGcOS Vurdu;
(revrfl@ (Spodl) uallgrTCsall eusitesfley,rdd)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi)
©0® 92 WeFENBO® BedIDwHW DHIBID D(.

@G (89008 3) w8 ¢ BFD Owmn

(wresryllE (srHd) apias & Hoveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

W, 00 Bestes? 0@ 92 edhe® 0 e3nedE.
o@sewrsy Sedaem QEc OB ge BedIhwma
®OBe?

©6 885pedd D3RGS Vvrida
(revryfl@ (g ualgrTCsall eusitestley,rdd)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi)
80@as0wsY Brsesny?

@S (890083) w8 ¢ BFD Owmv

(wresrydlE (seorHd) anias & Hoveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

0@msews’ goemd aw Beddheme WEO, 009
DR Besihwme mistesy m®i?

©0 88500¢d D5IRGcDS P ISw

(oressryfl@ (Hpwd)) ualgsrTCsal susiresiley,radl)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi)

OO0 OTZROA, 00 IO ed»H® BT G e¢Ime.
®0 I®O WEICH cIFndew ecsimy v DY, 0
¢m 88w Beddwmw mIsien snw;. 0953 O ¢DumOid
O5Tery. 0® »eFHe® e 5 emBPYRUEO vlved 95
VE® mEed Beiewn nO8 d¥es’y. & ¢ HIBsY
O® BEBwr 8 emByuRed swwsed Politburo e
@B Dred eI ememyd. dmed emByRLd vew
@208 G0 DB BE St MOEOD BBIesT Bwr) O
RIROBIE ¥, @By & O g Bedihwms SR,
OB 95 g PODe®- [ B3]

@S D6 DRBw dvmo

(oresryfl@ STrHS LTeL@ W)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

©0T OTGROB, aFHO® 00 »OB On® B8osim
wsieny. & 0TVewsy gudn et @0 VO Hew.
0EOWDs  BOFD OBO,- [ BBOH] 3. ©®
2:8Be@snD0 I @Ednd 0Dy Az »® VIPed
»@» ¢50 PCR test dmms m0eomn® 5358, 5@
®® 0@ BurImd wesTesy,-

@0 (e00exs) mBsIe efsrsy BwedEDD Owmo

(wresyflg  (wougFw  swTHP)  salhs Capeagrer

W6 G6vT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)

w0 00 ONERBwB, ewean ¢ @BnSwensy
OO0 08 WCRW ¢ OB BedHo.

©O §RoewBNC OGS

(oressLfl @ HWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNGTT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@0 OEROB, e 000 BEIC 000w Beamn.



1029 2020 aendad 08 1030

®0 (000¢1) ®BsIe By BwdEDL DWmo
(Tl (wausslw  seurpld)  salbs
S0 UWI6U T EH6T)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)

00 08 eDEW ostery. ©d #OBRBGA,- [
BBO]

Gameagrer

DO §Row06:e) TGS

(omevsTL 0@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTa6lT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

E D0 BEICD 0D Bedm B ] mO®
eyl OEn® S ®OBTH. VIRed DD WOBIB
Beadn g53BO Srndle @®.

®S 206 DoReyBw Owmo
(omevsryLll@ STrdHs LTELE W)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

BB, §Eows50G e ©I OB B wA.

O® e »E mem WO O D WOBIB WBIesY
20D @DN-19 Desenrmw wewr ST eI ©BIZ BHO
godem-ecmm e Bewrs oo »w¥s ¢ BCED
OTEROB,- @S gw Bwmrds, @® afcide a’BO0 eviws
0BB BwE- @sd ® dw-ones dFm 80 0dxim 8¢
eOm. OmeO gomw C0DE ®dd8 @Wmom BHOed
30008 WO qudn 8¢ 0OmD. Sew® mRD "ewdR
2" B Bwo ©wBE Blewrr), s e® $83mwe s
8oosTm I qed »wls ¢ B0 Oy dwd dme
0D gB. OO Bwo as BuEecsn® ImO mEBHN WO
@O @@ 0O 988wl evm wriery Bws O HOB e®
3D wmdd WHOBID gDes Driesy. ERA&.

OO § R8N0 OG0B

(omevsrL i@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTsH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Bewd, ®d &. @ddsId W O VIR0 BN
DDO® WEB BB, [wen obos ne sy>.]

©0; 0.8, yOARCEY OB VIO B0d ww®
DICEH B .

[4.14 p.m.]

©0 8.8, @B 5T Swmn

(omerLyLll@ 6TiD.67. SFrLobHTeir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member, for the
opportunity to speak on this Adjournment Motion by the
Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. I want to just mention two
matters since time is short.

Firstly, with regard to international agreements, [ wish
to reiterate the point that has already been made by the
Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam here about the Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord. That is an international bilateral agreement
signed between two sovereign nations. So, it has to be
honoured. There is no question that one or the other can
get away from their obligations under that Accord. I am
saying this because in this House today, a Minister of
State, the Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera, spoke against it.
I wish to ask the Government what your stand is with
regard to this Accord, which the Government of Sri
Lanka is obliged to uphold because consequent to this

Accord, the very Government under President Mahinda
Rajapaksa continuously affirmed that it will be upheld.
Of course, he said it in different words. He said, “full
implementation of the Thirteenth Amendment...” but did
not stop at that and said, “going beyond that and making
devolution meaningful.”

The second point that I want to make is that whilst
this affirmation is made and a fourth Joint Statement has
been made a few days ago between Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi and Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa,
yet undermining the process of devolution which you pay
lip service to.

Also, I want to refer to a matter that was raised
yesterday by the Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam and that is
with regard to the Tellippalai Hospital. On the 19" of
January, 2014 when that hospital was opened - I am
saying this when the Hon. Minister of Health is present in
the House - the then Minister of Health and former
President Maithripala Sirisena was present at Tellippalai.
The then President Mahinda Rajapaksa was also present.
I was present at that occasion and a solemn promise was
made that although this was a specialized cancer hospital
it would still remain a unit under the hospital, which is
under provincial administration. Health is a devolved
subject; so is education and so are many other subjects.
But in the guise of National Hospitals, National Schools
and various other dubious means, undermining of
devolution continues. It started even in the late 80s and it
has continued. The Divineguma Act that was passed by
this Government when they were in office previously is
the greatest example of that.

So, the point I am making is this. The Debate is with
regard to international agreements and one that is most
important and that is with our great neighbour India is the
Indo-Lanka Accord of 29" July, 1987 and the provisions
of that Accord with regard to devolution of power are yet
to be implemented. The Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution may have been a starting point. It
established Provincial Councils. At least, the unit of
devolution was the province. But, President Mahinda
Rajapaksa himself, during his tenure of office, had
admitted that that is not a meaningful process of
devolution. And that is why those Joint Statements said
“going beyond and making devolution meaningful”. I
want to pose this question. A few days after the virtual
summit between the two Prime Ministers and a Joint
Statement by the Offices of the two Prime Ministers,
uncharacteristically and unprecedentedly the Sri Lankan
Government has chosen to issue another statement.
Therefore, I am posing the question to the Government as
to how they come out clean with regard to their
commitment under this Accord.

Then, 1 highlighted the particular issue about the
Tellipallai Hospital, where, now, there is an effort to take
away the Psychiatric Unit and the Cancer Unit under the
Central powers. We oppose that vehemently because that
takes away your own promise, that this hospital will
continue to remain as a unit and a hospital under
provincial government.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal - State Minister of Money

and Capital Market and State Enterprise Reforms)

Hon. Madam Chairperson, first of all, I want to thank
the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva for bringing up this
Adjournment Motion on the topic of international
economic agreements, which I think is timely and I also
want to thank all the Hon. Members who have been
contributing to this Debate in various forms. Some have
spoken directly in relation to the subject matter and some,
a little beyond. But I think, overall, there was a big
contribution.

There was a mention made of my involvement with
the MCC way back in 2006. That was the time when I
was the Secretary to the Ministry of Plan Implementation,
at which period my involvement was as the contact point.
At that time, we were merely looking at the scope of the
overall Agreement. We were not looking at the conditions.
We only wanted to see what items would constitute that
Agreement. So, that was limited to that particular area
only. We were looking at roads; we were looking at
railroads; we were looking at SMEs. That was all there
was to it, but we never went beyond that because there
were certain other issues that cropped up. Then, we did
not go through with it.

Then, the Hon. Minister Mahindananda Aluthgamage
spoke very eloquently about the difference in the
ideologies, which is one of the key ingredients of
international agreements, particularly the ideologies of
different groups which constitute the Government. In that
sense, I think we need to reflect on the ideologies of the
Opposition as well as the ideologies of the Government,
which is the real subject matter that we should be
concentrating on when we are looking at international
agreements.

As far as the macroeconomic fundamentals are
concerned, our policy right throughout has been to
balance all the macroeconomic fundamentals whereas,
from what we could see, the policy of the previous
Government was to aim at a particular macro fundamental
and look at how they could improve that particular
indicator. I will give you an example. The previous
Government was very keen to bring up the tax-to-GDP
ratio. They spoke about it. They said, “We will increase
the tax-to-GDP ratio because it is not enough”. They were
hell-bent on increasing that. But, what happened? On one
side, the tax-to-GDP did go up to some extent and on the
other, the interest cost went up dramatically. I will give
you that in figures. In 2014, we had actually brought
down the total interest cost that the country had to pay. It
was Rs. 436 billion. But, the next year, it went up to

Rs. 510 billion, which was Rs. 74 billion more than the
previous year. In 2016, it went up to Rs. 611 billion,
which was Rs. 175 billion more than what we had paid in
the previous year. In 2017, it was Rs. 736 billion, which
was Rs. 300 billion more. In 2018, it was Rs. 852 billion,
which was Rs. 416 billion more. In 2019, it was Rs. 901
billion, which was 465 billion more. These are macro
numbers, Madam Presiding Member. These numbers are
actually added up to Rs. 1,430 billion - one trillion and
four hundred thirty billion. In addition to that, we found
that the cost of the rupee depreciation which was alluded
to by the Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage was another
whopping Rs. 1,772 billion, totaling up the figures to Rs.
3,202 billion, which was a sum of money that came into
the Budget to be paid for by the people in this country
merely because the previous Government went on the
ideology of increasing the tax-to-GDP. These are matters
that should actually engage the attention of academics as
well as professionals because, then, they will know that
this is the only way we can discuss about these things and
then go forward so that we do not make the same
mistakes again.

What happened to tax? The estimated tax for 2019
was Rs. 2,200 billion, but we were able to rake in only
Rs. 1,800 billion. That means there was a shortfall of Rs.
400 billion. This also meant that we have to come up with
a new tax stimulus package, which is what is being
implemented now.

Then, I think the previous Government also had the
ideology that “Sri Lanka cannot”, whereas we have the
idea that “Sri Lanka can”. That was why, most of the
time, they wanted to sell off assets to foreigners, they
wanted foreign consultants, they wanted foreign judges
and foreign Central Bank Governors, all of which has
contributed to the nationalistic feeling that our country is
being eroded. That is also an important difference
between the two Governments.

Then, they had total faith in international agencies,
whereas we have faith in the people of Sri Lanka. That is
why they brought in UNHRC Resolutions 30/1 and 40/1,
they went to the UN and gave certain undertakings and
they went to the IMF on bended knees, whereas we went
to the IMF and had an agreement which was completely
in line with what Sri Lanka wanted. They went to the
UNHRGC; they went to India and they went all over with
the feeling that we should have engagements with
international agencies. I do not think the Hon. Members
here are responsible for that. It was the leadership of the
UNP at that time which was completely responsible. So,
hopefully, the new leadership that is emerging now, like
what the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva is promoting, will
have a different ideology from that of the past.

Then, they wanted to circumvent the people. The
Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution was a
complete circumvention of the people, whereas we would
go to the people. We are happy to face the people; we are
happy to go for elections. So, we have never postponed
elections. We would like to have elections as much as
possible so that we can test the feelings of the people and
give democracy the real meaning. The most important
ingredient of democracy, Madam Presiding Member, is to
have elections to test the will of the people. That is what
we have done. That is how all our leaders have been
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elected. You must not take circuitous routes in order to
come into power, perhaps like how they attempted with
the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution. I think it
is a kind of circumvention which, hopefully, would not
happen again in the future.

So, what are the principles that we should follow in
entering into agreements? I would like to very briefly
touch on that as well. I think the first and foremost
principle is that it must be in the national interest, in the
interest of Sri Lanka, not in the interest of anybody else.
The Ceasefire Agreement that was entered into
previously, the IMF Agreements that were entered into by
the UNP Government, the Sri Lanka-Singapore Free
Trade Agreement and the GSP Plus Agreement under
which it was mentioned that certain undertakings would
be made are all not in line with the national interest. So, I
think it is important for us to recognize that national
interest should be the foremost.

The second is that it must be favourable to the
country. I heard the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe, the then
Prime Minister once saying that the people of Singapore
were welcoming the Singapore-Sri Lanka Free Trade
Agreement. Actually, it is not the people of Singapore
who should welcome it, as far as we are concerned. Our
entrepreneurs and industrialists must welcome it. So, it
is important for us to understand that.

Madam Presiding Member, remember that it is easy to
enter into agreements. There is a certain procedure, no
doubt. It is easy to enter into agreements, but it is not
very easy to get out of agreements. So, that is why before
we enter into agreements, we have to be very cautious, we
have to study them very carefully to see that there is
sufficient concern shown. We must specifically discuss
with the stakeholders before we enter into agreements. If
we do that well, hopefully, we would have international
agreements and economic agreements that would bring
success to our country. That is the most important
fundamental rule we should follow and I want to thank
my Friend, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva for bringing in
this Adjournment Motion, which I hope will stimulate
further discussion in the future.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Before we conclude, Hon. State Minister, we wish to
know from you whether you are going to go ahead with
the Agreements that are now halfway through, for
instance, the MCC, ACSA, ETCA, China-Sri Lanka Free
Trade Agreement and so on. I would appreciate, in the
last minute, if you can say yes or no with regard
agreement. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal)

Hon. Member, you know as much as I do that these
do not have "yes” or “no” answers. These are matters that
should be dealt with in a way to preserve the interests of
the country.
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(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal)

So, I just want to mention, Madam Presiding Member,
that that is the way it has to be done.

Thank you, very much.
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It being 4.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Friday, 09th
October, 2020.
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