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Sir, this is supposed to be a Question, but the Hon.
Member is making a speech.
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That is not a point of Order. Let me answer the
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance,
Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs
and Minister of Urban Development and Housing:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether steps have been taken to construct
a “Seva Piyasa” office in each Grama
Niladhari Division in the Island;

(i) if so, the amount of money allocated for
that;

(iif)  the estimated amount of money to construct
one “Seva Piyasa” office; and

(iv) the date on which this programme is
scheduled to be completed?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa - Minister of Irrigation and

State Minister of Internal Security, Home Affairs and

Disaster Management)
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(a)  Ishe aware that -
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marshy land in Sri Lanka;

(i) this sanctuary is getting destroyed due to
various development activities; and
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(b)  Will he inform this House of the price at which a
perch of land has been given to the aforesaid
project?

(¢) Will he admit the fact that this transaction is
illegal?

(d) If so, will he also inform this House of the action
that will be taken against this project?

(e) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

(@) Is he aware that the students in low-income
families who pass the Grade five Scholarship
Examination are given scholarships?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of students who receive
scholarship funds having passed the Grade
Five Scholarship Examination in the year
2019;

(i) the amount of money that has been
allocated to provide scholarships to them;

(iii) whether scholarships have been given
properly out of the aforesaid amount of
money; and

(iv) the amount of money that has been
allocated for scholarships in the year 2020?

(¢) Wil he admit the allegations to the effect that
scholarships have not been given to the
scholarship recipients at the due time?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Youth and Sports:
(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) the renovation of the playground in
Pallimunai village in the Mannar Divisional
Secretary's Division of Mannar District has
not been completed even after a period
exceeding five years, even though
renovation was commenced by the then
Ministry of Megapolis and Western
Development;

(i) water and electricity supplies have been
disconnected due to the excessive amounts
in arrears due for water and electricity used
by the contractor who carried out the
renovation of that playground; and

(iii) the work has not been commenced yet
despite the pledges made by the officials of
the Urban Development Authority on
several occasions to do so?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether steps will be taken to complete the
renovation of Pallimunai playground
speedily; and

(it)  if so, the date by which it will be done?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Water Supply:

(a) Will he inform this House of the number of
houses located within the Kolonnawa Divisional
Secretary's Division with no water and sewerage
facilities?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(1) of the course of action for providing each
such housing wunit with the above-
mentioned facilities; and

(it)  if'so, of the course of action?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker) CBTemad 6TeUEUATE| TETLHSUILD Ul @)FFemLbSE
D 8ERe y@mrws Beadmdr, 0 O535n®o. olafiiumyr?

e o
O e3.50. OB 3208 Do @) G)rGpeD, erein?

(orerLyLfl@ sT6rv.67TiD. LM THT)
(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar) asked the Minister of Trade:
& ©3e0 ©® DB WO @8 OB BEedew cvemsin ()

Will he inform this House, separately-
RIN®O yOOsy e0&8c? @88 ¢ »OTHO ID.

(1) the amount of salt imported to Sri Lanka;

OC Drgg@d® 5225062206 DWm0 (if)  the amount spent therefor;
(orer Ll @ suraGseu BrewTTLSESTT) (iii)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana - Minister of Trade)
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Madam Presiding Member, it is difficult to talk about
the subject under discussion today ignoring the situation
outside this Chamber, because as we speak, the number of
people infected with the Coronavirus from this one
factory has gone up to over 1,000. It was also reported in
today’s newspapers that 64 Sri Lankan migrant workers
have died from COVID-19. This number is larger than
the number of people who died from it within the country,
but those are also citizens of this country.

There is no doubt that this country, as a whole,
successfully dealt with the first wave of the virus and yes,
we acknowledge the role that the Government played in
successfully responding to this virus, but it was not just
the Government that was effective here. I think we also

have to acknowledge the role of the health sector and the
people of this country who followed the health
regulations and obeyed the orders given by the health
authorities in managing this situation.

However, what | want to bring into focus today is that
while we are discussing these Amendments or changes to
our revenue system, we cannot forget the lessons that are
being taught by the COVID-19 pandemic. Even as we
speak, the sections of the community that are directly
affected by the illnesses caused by this virus as well as
the consequences of this virus are some of the most
marginalized and the most vulnerable groups in our
society. So clearly, the virus does not affect us all
equally. The consequences of the steps taken to respond
to the virus also do not affect us all equally. Not all of us
have the luxury of working from home; not all of us have
the ability to use private transport to move around and not
all of us have the facilities to do our grocery shopping
online. Most of the people in this country have had to
deal with the consequences of this virus and also of the
measures taken, in ways that are very different to that of
the few of us.

The issue here is that when we talk about financial
regulations and policies, we often talk about the
importance of economic growth; we argue across the
aisle during which regime we achieved a higher level of
economic growth, but the question we often fail to
answer is who actually benefits and whose lives have
actually improved from the measures that we debate and
discuss here. If we really look at the consequences of
some of the measures taken or some of the economic
decisions that have been reached in this Chamber, we can
clearly see that not everyone has benefited equally and in
fact, the lives of some communities have deteriorated.
We look at the conventional indicators to measure
economic success or economic prosperity and if we
replace some of those indicators by looking at the well-
being and the happiness of people in this country, we
have to acknowledge the fact that over the last several
decades, the lives of the majority of the people in our
country have, in fact, become more insecure, more
uncertain and more precarious. So, in that sense, when we
talk about these larger indicators or argue about which
one of us is most responsible for either the success or the
failures, it is unfortunate that we fail to recognize how
these specific financial amendments and policies have
made the lives of the people indeed more insecure and
more anxiety-ridden. I think COVID-19 itself has
revealed how different groups in our community are
affected differently.

It is not a coincidence that the largest number of
infected people by the second wave of COVID-19
happened to be women working in one of the most
exploited sectors in this country, whose jobs are
extremely precarious and whose lives, during the first
cycle of this virus, were also extremely difficult. One
employer, one factory or one person cannot be held
responsible for this. What this picture reveals to us is that
our systems and structures have actually failed and unless
we address those systemic failures, we will be continuing
to reinforce the vulnerabilities of some of the most
marginalized groups in our society.
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What we need right now is not just a focus on
economic growth, but a focus on our economy
considering the well-being of the people from a caring
point of view, as to which groups should really benefit
from the measures that we take, who are left out and who
actually benefits and prospers. So, instead of always
focusing on the larger macroeconomic picture and the
larger indicators which do not reveal the smaller issues
that people face, maybe we need to change the way we
talk about the economy by looking at it from a much more
caring and well-being-focused perspective.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Madam Chairperson, today, we are debating the
Nation Building Tax (Amendment) Bill, Economic
Service Charge (Amendment) Bill, Ports and Airports
Development Levy (Amendment) Bill and five
Resolutions under the Appropriation Act. Madam, all
these Amendments are being sought by the Government
with the primary intention of managing the economy in a
very difficult situation, no doubt. In that regard, I think
the Government must be supported in the background of
COVID-19 virus becoming virulent, particularly over the
last two days.

When it comes to managing the economy by making
decisions with regard to taxes - to increase or reduce
taxes - one of the most important indices for that
development is health and health is a sector that, under no
circumstances, can be compromised, particularly when
you consider today’s circumstances. So, it is in that
respect, Madam, that I wish to flag a very specific issue
concerning the Jaftna District.

As you know, the situation in the North, due to the
war, has been such that when you look at the number of
cancer patients nationally, you would notice that the
number in the Northern Province is far greater than the
rest because of the exposure to various chemicals out of
the war and various other circumstances. So, it is in that
respect that I wish to draw the attention of this House to
the Tellippalai Base Hospital that belongs to the Health
Ministry of the Northern Provincial Council. That
hospital had a special Cancer Unit which was built
somewhere in the 70s or the 80s. In fact, my family was
personally involved in funding that Cancer Unit. We not
only built the structure of the Unit, but also funded its
Cobalt Unit and eventually, a linear accelerator has been
provided to the Tellippalai Base Hospital. Madam, now,
this hospital is crucial considering the war situation that
prevailed, the high rate of cancer that occurs in the North
and is fundamental for the well-being of the people in
that area. It is not only the people of the Northern
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Province who benefit by that, but even those of the other
provinces find it easier to come to the Tellippalai Base
Hospital than, maybe, going to Maharagama, Colombo or
for that matter, even to Anuradhapura. In those
circumstances, there is a very unfortunate situation that is
arising, Madam. The Government, in 2018, approved a
special cadre for the Cancer Unit of the Tellippalai Base
Hospital. Considering the fact that it has a Cobalt Unit
and a linear accelerator unlike in other hospitals with
Cancer Units coming under the provincial councils, they
created a special cadre.

OO RN PTG nBes

(omevsTLLll@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO0 OIEROB, VDN Bwdn s ¢dwima.

®0 8.8, 02530E® ®vmo
(omevsrLLil@ of.ef. GluTesTEsTLDLIGVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

No, Madam, I have five minutes.

DO YR30 OGS

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTdsi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, but it is almost over.

®5 8.8, 02:5I50E® ®wmn
(orer Ll of.ef. GursiTesrioLIsVID)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I am winding up.

So, that was done in 2018, but despite the Government
creating that special cadre for the hospital under the
Provincial Council, it has not been filled. Instead, what
had happened was that the cadre had been appointed to
the Jaffna Teaching Hospital which comes under the
Central Ministry and then, those cadres have been sent
physically to the Tellippalai Cancer Unit and asked to
function there. As a result, what has happened over the
years is that there is a conflict between those who come
under the Central Government and the provincial
administration. There are strikes that are going on. It is
the patients who are vulnerable now. Under these very
horrible circumstances of the COVID-19, particularly the
cancer patients are the most vulnerable. Their treatment
has been terribly neglected.

Now, the Central Government is also trying, in the
guise of lack of funding and lack of resources, to take out
the Cardiac Unit and the Psychiatric Unit of the
Tellippalai Base Hospital separately, leaving the Base
Hospital to function in the compound under the Provincial
Council. Those moves are very heavily opposed by the
people, Madam Chairperson. It is completely unrealistic
to take only the Cancer Unit and the Psychiatric Unit out
of the Base Hospital and bring them under the Centre.
Then, there will be an administrative chaos created.
Therefore, I ask the Government, considering the COVID
-19 situation and the fact that cancer patients are the most
vulnerable, to instead make available sufficient funding to
the Provincial Council so that it can function properly.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Naseer Ahamed. You have six
minutes.
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(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Sir, I suppose it is ten minutes.

B o350 OB

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTdsi)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

It has been reduced to six minutes due to time
constraints.
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The life of the poor population is becoming harder by
the day with the cost of living and inflation on the rise.
For the last three consecutive years, inflation has been
gradually rising with that being 4.27 per cent in 2018, 4.3
per cent in 2019 and being projected to be 4.67 in 2020.
The balance of payment has deteriorated in spite of a
narrowing trade deficit in the first seven months of this
year.

Consequently, the country’s external reserves
declined from US Dollars 7.6 billion at the end of 2019 to
only US Dollars 6.5 billion at the end of June this year.
This erosion of foreign reserves, in a context of large debt
-servicing obligations, has increased the country’s
external financial wvulnerability to a critical level.
Therefore, it is imperative to obtain international
assistance in the form of debt relief from international
multilateral organizations and creditor nations and
concessionary loans from friendly countries. However,
even this option is going to be challenging in future with
Sri Lanka being recently downgraded by Moody’s
Investors Service from B2 to Caal in its long-term
foreign currency ratings. This will have a huge impact on
the erosion of the country’s creditworthiness and the
ability to mobilize rapid assistance packages from
multilateral financing agencies and creditor countries.

The Government has also disregarded the requirement
to act in cooperation with the International Monetary
Fund, which is the only alternative available to obtain fast
economic recovery assistance. Add to that is the recent
declaration of the Government’s motives of withdrawing
from certain international agreements and multilateral
institutions, which are making Sri Lanka’s position very
vulnerable in the international stage.

On the other hand, the Government’s recent policy
measures have also been conflicting and contradictory
and therefore, it is sending a wrong signal to the
international investor community, which the Government
is trying hard to attract.

©C §Roe8500:) OB ®o
(omessTyifl @ HWVDLGTHIGD 2 ILINeT Sj6uiTssir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, please wind up. Your time is up.

@G 2HBE 30O Swmo
(oressryfl@ perSi O@mor”)
(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)
Give me a minute, please.

©O §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(orevTLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MIILNTT Bj6uTdser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Sorry, your time is up. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

For instance, the recent import restrictions on certain
items and raw material are affecting industrial and
agricultural productions.

®6 O¥FOsew

(orenryfl@ o milifleri smeurt)

(An Hon. Member)

You are giving wrong information.

@G HBE gvOd Bwmo
(omevsryLll@ BerST @mioL)
(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)
No.

®6 O¥FOsews

(orenryllg o miliferi smeurt)

(An Hon. Member)

That is why you all have been put to the Opposition.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan
Jayawardhana. You have six minutes.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTds)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

That is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)

Sir, that has got diluted. So, I think we have to be very
strict on following these health guidelines: everyone must
wear a face mask, maintain a one-metre distance and be
hygienic. It is very important. If not, it is going to be a
huge problem because this is a virus. This virus may
continue for some more years to come. So, we have to be
very careful.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) V. Radhakrishnan.
You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Hon. Speaker will now take the
Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.

O 8O @wles228 et 3OO Ses.:
"ens emd®um gbes @680z 0w w@edmO
&;08wgga. " - [0 @H5YedOs gzzYe @wma]

Brreflss 1 g).

G
u@wrs” [wrenryle Ceorsrerv_eir LiieTTBs/]

"FL L apevtd LITTTEBWSTDSG — GUays&GF  FILL Ll

Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Johnston Fernando]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

1 80 3 owzal Doz s ewi@®send emidunw wded
BIws g2 w8 Bowlo woz» GE.

Tyd  oursss Bl mnmg 3 UTFHELD UsHT FLL EAPVSBIeT
UGSWITS (3)5 5 Cersnt(Boloerrds s 1_swemuili_ i 1 g.

Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Johnston Fernando]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1to 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Johnston Fernando]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 2.- (Amendment of section 3 of Act, No. 18 of 2011.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 3.- (Validation.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 4, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question proposed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on
Thursday, 08th October, 2020.
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