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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [09th
September, 2020]
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“Order made by the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs
under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of
1989 relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2100/3 of 3rd December 2018, which was
presented on 08.09.2020, be approved.” - [The Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena on behalf of the Prime Minister, Minister of Finance,
Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs and
Minister of Urban Development and Housing]
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Sir, before I start speaking further on the subject under
discussion, I would like to bring to the notice of the
House that recently a journalist was found dead near the
Independence Square and today, we heard from the Hon.
Nalin Bandara Jayamaha that Mr. Zacki Jabbar, a well-
known journalist of "The Island", has been found dead
after three days. We have also heard today that near the
Japan Friendship Bridge near the Parliament another body
has been found and clearly, the Government needs to look
into those because we are concerned about the loss of life.

However, I might say that this Government has been
making various criticisms of the previous Government,
forgetting the fact that they have been in office for nearly
a year in two months, it is going to be one year in office.
Just because some Members of Parliament have come
here more recently, that does not mean that the
Government has not been in office for nearly a year.
Under the previous Government, Sri Lanka achieved an
improved fiscal position after several years. In 2017 and
2018, we had primary surpluses after 1992. The budget
deficit was kept at 5.3 per cent of GDP during this period,
the lowest level since 1977, it must be stated. By the end
of 2019, it has started to deteriorate. The main reason it
has started to deteriorate is because of the Government's
irresponsible statements on taxes and the fiscal position
in the run-up to the election.

This situation has got progressively worse in 2020.
Government revenue has declined by 28 per cent
compared to 2019. The Recurrent Expenditure has
increased by 10 per cent and the budget deficit has
increased by 41 per cent. Development spending, that is
Capital Expenditure, has reduced by 44 per cent. And
Government debt has increased by Rs. 1,000 billion in
just six months, rising from 13,000 billion to over 14,000
billion from January to June in 2020. The fiscal results
will get worse as the year progresses. There is an
additional cost on the 10 per cent increase in the
government staff cadre. The import ban will start to hit
government revenue in the second half. Corporate taxes
will be sharply down and Sri Lanka should prepare for its
worse budget deficit in 35 years. It is fully expected for

expenditure to increase during a health crisis to support
health expenditure and to support livelihood. But, this did
not happen. The Capital Expenditure has, in fact, come
down during this period. The crisis has occurred due to
the collapse in government revenue; that is why the crisis
has occurred. This is a policy error and the sooner it is
admitted and corrected, the government could get on the
right track.

Unfortunately, in spite of the reduction in taxes and
relief to the public, there has been no benefit felt by the
people. The prices of essentials have, in fact, increased
despite the reduction and exemption in some taxes. Food
price inflation has increased to 12.9 per cent in July. The
National Consumer Price Index reached 6.1 per cent in
July. These are not our statistics. These are statistics
coming out of government departments.

Let us compare the food prices in September, 2019
and in September, 2020: a kilo of brinjals which was Rs.
125 then is Rs. 159 now; snake gourd, which was Rs.
119, is Rs. 144 now and pumpkin, which was Rs. 100, is
Rs. 173. These are not prices that Eran Wickremarathne is
stating. These have been taken from the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka’s Weekly Economic Indicators, the Pettah retail
prices. A kilo of carrot, which was Rs. 114 in September
last year, is Rs. 166 now; cabbage, which was Rs. 72, is
Rs. 162; beans, which was Rs. 236, is Rs. 245; coconut,
which was Rs. 38, is Rs. 66 and dhal, which was Rs. 120,
is Rs. 145 now. Those increases are 12 per cent, 21 per
cent, 73 per cent, 46 per cent, 125 per cent, 4 per cent, 74
per cent and 21 per cent respectively.

In fact, the Government has reduced some taxes, but
after many years, the previous Government was able to
rectify a regressive tax system. The direct tax percentage
was 25 per cent in 2019 and indirect tax was 75 per cent.
When we took responsibility for the Government, the
direct taxes were only 12 per cent and we have been able
to correct a regressive tax system, taking away or
lessening the burden on the poor in this country.

The external sector, Sir, as a result of the poor fiscal
management, has also lost its opportunity in the global
capital market. We are, therefore, paying our external
debts by running down our reserves. By the middle of last
year, in June, 2019, Government reserves were US
Dollars 8.9 billion. But within one year, in June, 2020, the
reserves were US Dollars 6.7 billion.

There are major debt repayments to be made; in 2020,
2021 and 2022, Sri Lanka has to pay mainly on sovereign
bonds. Sri Lanka has another US Dollars 4 billion debt
maturing in 2020 and 2024. Therefore, I would like to say
a word on the debt repayments the country is faced with.
Our debt is about 87 per cent of GDP. With the IMF
credits and Treasury Guarantees, which the Government
is freely giving, it was not 87 per cent, but was really 98
per cent of GDP by April, 2020. It may be higher now.
Fifty seven per cent of this is foreign debt, non-
concessional, as opposed to only 2.5 per cent 15 years
ago. Often, the accusation made about us is, " you were in
office for four and a half years. This is what you have
done". But, we forget the fact that the Sri Lanka Freedom
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Party and its subsequent Governments formed by the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party leadership had been in office for
more than 25 years in this country and that it has to take
the major responsibility, basically for the fiscal decline
and the economic decline.

Most of the non-concessional borrowings - 75 per
cent or an amount equivalent to US Dollars 15.3 billion -
were international sovereign bonds. China has now
displaced Japan as the largest bilateral creditor to Sri
Lanka, accounting for 12.4 per cent of government debt.
Out of US Dollars 4.4 billion Chinese lending to Sri
Lanka, only US Dollars 760 million is classified as
official bilateral debt. The rest is considered commercial
debt. Is this a debt trap or a "death trap"? is the question
that we have to ask.

The external debt in Sri Lanka is predominantly by the
public sector and it is very high relative to current account
receipts. The pressure will intensify in 2020 when current
account receipts will fall sharply amidst the downturn in
tourism, exports, remittances and in capital market
financing costs as they go up.

The Government has an issue: the State-owned
Enterprises. Particularly, they have issued guarantees to
the CPC, RDA, National Water Supply and Drainage
Board, CEB and the SriLankan Airlines. So, particular
attention needs to be paid to that. The CEB, CPC and the
SriLankan Airlines are problematic for every government
and therefore, we need to restructure the debt. Giving
government guarantees is only handling the data, making
the Government look good. Eventually, that risk is not a
contingent liability. It is a direct liability on Sri Lanka and
therefore, the Government needs to look at that.

You have no room because you mishandled the fiscal
part at the beginning; you have no fiscal space. You then
brought in the Central Bank and wanted the Central Bank
to do something on the monetary space. I must say,
despite the fact that you forced out two members of the
Monetary Board, Dr. Dushni Weerakoon and Mr. Nihal
Fonseka, and despite the threat on senior officials in the
Central Bank, even today they have done their utmost. It
is not a matter of people; it is a matter of policy which
you need to correct. So, they have done their utmost; they
have provided liquidity, but credit growth in May, June
and July has been negative. It cannot be solved only on
the monetary side because you have little space on the
fiscal side.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is Hon. S. Noharathalingam. You
have 15 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

@01 8. EBITDGEE-0O DWmxn
(omressrLll@ ar. CBTHTTHOBISLD)
(The Hon. S. Noharathalingam)
Sir, give me two more minutes, please.
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(oTeTL Ll @ SWVMWLSTHIGL  MILILNGTT Sj6uTHsiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

@01 8. EBITDGEE-HO BWmn
(oressrLll@ ar. CBTHTTHOBISLD)
(The Hon. S. Noharathalingam)
Sir, give me one more minute, please.



1163 2020 e582@98 10 1164

LOTERT  HTL6W6Td  ensFwrer @Gl igoesst  eul (hd

CarienL g QeT@HbHETer LTTTEHWeTD 2 miferyrs 1982

&G L 1590 ALY Blwioest 2 mliferyrs
Blwllssiu’ B suigswretl  yPlailssain  Geuaflull_i
Ul L gi. S, 6BTTEYILD, LGuTEng W FewDFFTEDVSH6T

QeweTiiTart wHMID BlEHIMD eusmrs FHewmulled b
QeuelGuPlls uTyFTEpLETHD GlFved I syIFlbsaisemne;
‘& Temevd @GmHmeurafl', 'Lt BT H6ITd swHB 6THTM LGV
STTERTBISST Fm ULl LT, YerTs), SHCUTS FLL
wroySuir  Flemewrsalanggler g Pleymissvsemer  BnflF
FAODFFTED Y EDEWTIITENT — HHSSHMD I eIoglujL_edr
UTTTERHLOGSTDD D eDLPSSGI
aumpdleTori. @)gisTerr 2 misehwLw 'RCr Br@H, Cr

FLU_L1p'?

FhubSILL L 2 mliflerenyl

eTog S0P el PBewe @) WdhHSS6T CLpdd FemeveuTdseilsD
meurTer ‘GLigwenf Lereri 1983 wewevullsd LIGEETeM6L
Qrwiiu’ L gl e1, HF5CarT(H @)eWeRTHHSTHL Lv et
SUGT(LPeWM&H6T SL_Lailipdgl afl_Lii’ L evt.

®G §RoesBN0) BTG 0O

(oreT Ll @ SWVMWLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT SjeuTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

®0 9e5.00. Dricews g@imrn®. VIR 0d 8»
DB BedmHdo.

[2.92.12.01]

©0 98,00, DrTsen Owm (98 3@ imun@o)

(omevsTLLOl@ 6ToN.6TLD. FHPTBFerT - &HTewsl] HEHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena - Minister of Lands)

GowonGi) ©0; OB, Bdwmerm g (Beds
BBBmy) vy e Hwe® BEac mS B/ZLO ©O
20END PO o wngd Om. ©d @dry SROITD
OEn® B meg ©B8c0 guvgen Dend. dnied
eROES qud ouB Bod IO ged OO ewie
288muenl 988 meo; a8 B wer D1edB. ©® Jed md
3 Ben wilwe, nYsinsieldEied peaiied adwim
el ©wndisied eddd®d B88xy O @m® Adunme
BRwO W O gem. & gmoned »O8 2019 %0028
16018 ¢ ss0nBeBOdens siOheed. BrNduBOcenw
00 OO @YU WICHE ODEDE Y. ©®
MCS REW BVosTed eddd 8I8s dWm Wi DS
B ey gbSmw mOn Wi O ew.

e200®8 19 OB @ gBod enddiwwe disunis
B8 ©® e Br0BBBAOIw POV & Yaw. §O Gt 420
g -@bn Owed- emedirmn eeddmnwe ged O Dmow
e0ed8, g eCImW® OE1 oxmn. @® Ded e
OO - & 10 Ded e ne- »O8 gud @®
3B WO O BYe .

& OFDO® 8358w wced ©y OBDCHm® S ORe. OB
©BOCens wews S e, RBW Onhewn. O0m v
OB me 8OO Bug BEdsY 98006 »OGROE
ewecmD. oms’ ®DEID DOYR WO® CHED &)
eOmD), ©3 B BO. 9B ©® hed Seds yam BIw@E,
Ced 118 Beods gdENDEIE Yunen ecds qud mIsTs
3OOy EDDD D& emVL M BYBIBNTTeE BRY ool
B Penod, gl 0ed S5m0 BHO wrnY eOMD. e@iWe, @®
D3O gewvs’ emedsIm d5; DOBO W YO &8
@0ews 99 WO Bedm IO g8 ¢uin Beso.

48 wedfld vd 0z 8O ged Jed g O¥e dauc
YD @mu B ew. $5nJeBn® Ced e OO BB
DR 88 e ememO I dg OB I el BOTID ¢ed
30T e, & Dred® eNBeE wewIs eem BwEo ¢8
@007 o, 88 & o3 MEs RE eNBeE ©BeWId
G 2o men.

®C 30 8es25%w2 Dm0
(omrevsT 0@ S|BIT SleWTHTWISHS)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
©2300%0 Bws Bedmdo.

©0 9e3.00. DsIgess Swvmo

(orerLyfl@ eT6rv.6T1D. FHFTGFevr)

(The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena)

RD. exewI0 Buws Bedmds, 8 csinid. & ewe®nrd
Boww gdusy mOTmHE 88 »Ogn »Ieem @5,

& Dedd®, g8 @w® CA® BoE DO’ dBw
cCBBwE A E€e® D@ wluvm 8Osl oFmr. BYLEH® 3B
3wd dBwr @¢sIes’ emewI®e BwEs ©wOVo gw  y&»
WE. ol w®Ked ems’ D §Oy, OO J¥ed
AB 0 D OBOO e, 8GO Ogen DD A
OBOD evnB BBwD 0® Jed ey edEI 8Oy BBwmd
508 0® dBwr EBew e¢simy O WOevs wstess.
CBBO® a8 dfwr @¢mrydr. BONC aw gwmd, "enddiwws
Sdue O Bn@ed dBw cEewe omd?" BweEd. @®m
BT ye® s hed dm dews’ WA D DY
28 J mOgnm moenn wmo.

& D00d®, e8W8sY 52,0000 dBws R0 ectm &8
PCCOBY WO Byen. & OBDO OB »O 88w
e @D BPew. & emEEs’ cosdis WIBTH OBy
goenn BYewn. LenIusdn® OBs wmemd & gw
codis WO g & eDed® O 88y
10,0000 dBwo o 2008 D&MD wEwo ¢sivn. ¢y &
DOGH B WO W o.

©® 0 @D $5y50D G Bdoed Bwr 83w BDEO
@B B Credsiesy B ¥ Bwo. g Beo B
Becdow 8sE S50m0 8c8 voB®0 dvw Bulg med. &
20 ¢ ©0d DD B i8m aBaent d
Beadmd. ¢ @8 S50 0o’ WOGD eI SE
COTON O, @8 gmdos O8O 8930z Wi
CHEDTID) WOGED WO BND. D8 ES® yeodrde Eon
O g »CwO a8 cuimdy, & 0o 8 adoIm
C1E®IEmI0 E 0O D M 0¥, & Beo 085O
0y ey PO »O8 @B D Byeed. g I
DB HDeBsY ®1EEEI BeamD). @® Jed Dvr mE B RDE®
e¢wny 80 035 eomtdstes’ myr B @O @WC
yBoFBem ged gedld 9uImdo.

& D0d®, @08 BB I DO gBedm eade
080 1590 wudm O e e Beamn. g O 8O
emd B0 I 98y Becdd G8BxeE 900 Smew
OO0 WB e0E Bedmds. ;¢ N @Oy BO33Sw
eotOsiesy v vyu8e EOE A0 @8y aLdOim
CleadmemO, @od Jed odlv Bwmde edosim
CleadmemO 80035 o d enil) momdr Bwec &8
cSIm. 957 8x0 odBw ©mBwr g 0ed DedHm;



1165 38Ee®5Ind 1166

[0c 9e8.08. DrIcedn wvma]

DWOCO @wmCewrd edmr. gsd 0® emd WICE BE
S5m0 & n¥dersy  Bewd 0 o¥m yOOs oD
Bedmdo.

god 8Oy Bdws HOBR -08n®ix Deme 560
B coucmew, O8CHvw BwuE D1RwOHsy §od@y ®Eo.
&0 emnede O Bedsies’ Ve a8 m® ¢siosy vywr.
&E0s 360 WO Bed® 8ONS MBIOE &¢ 8ns’ B DO
a8 ¢simdn. Ae @mcdY0 sert S 5O wmedd B8
BedmDo. QI 5® ©®® oemedd ovEs o ds
O HO. & oo 8Bysy 805 0OxIm wriensy vywr.
2COWROE, WEOC ©VWOE Wi Bedmrdo. g &
endEOE BBy W OO “NI8BRSed womESvws
am® 0m® @O BENE OO Boww I 2ed
ODwOvD woew GBuE e vwm s Y &,
©e® gus ¢ o e 10, cale 12 835w e0dE
12,0002 @B a@gcided wieemdo. 6@ @doided®, wi®
O BRENE DwOMmO® ® Y@ CH e¢mdr. @ Pm®
OO 010 88edew. Jowmsy mg® Sn edsiendsy
0O @0 DDWOVD WOBIEBY EBIOE®EY EMIC YolrdE
e0ed8. LoD 80 O yeodawm, »Oed® 9ReOm
0w ® OB YOOBT Gumncwd e® 1) B8Eedg wmed
DO BedmDa.

28 0®Ded BmE D18 e 0® @ity DG, ¢VG DE
WO Bedmrds. wndhted 0ai®a 8I8ed ndE owie
eIy ®EBsI, emeddzn Donweds Gy &,
BOCmw OO »HO8 g8 @adRd I oen. o®
BeCEO® gy 2o 88 wbim 0@ wmdiw Bwes) Om
®® BusIm v 9y DPOCHD OBIERD D WS
®® gwenm 83w RO ewre ESmwE emtmend,
28 I & D090 Ded OB dn® % meg. Y
88w e 910ged Y, ¢wiSme werery mYE Bwm
O G BHHBND ¢BIHD. S BBy EB 15 OO §ed
©NICO® . @@e®® BHAE.

@O YR30 BTG ®

(LomevsTL L0 @ HEMVDLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTdH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Bewd, ©0; w3 ¢®0yBw OENSw. AIHBwWD S5¥d
11z e C1EE Bedm .

[4.6.12.09]

@6 ¥BA ®5ey8e e®emBw

(orevsryLil@ (QFsvall) anflesf ojwr@silur)

(The Hon. (Miss) Harini Amarasuriya)
©@0enI® FRBE, §Eows1sd) ©®O OFEHOSA.

©® @® D BE WO BEHYNB ®DD Beo HBm &S
DCEDHWO  BrTew ¢5Y 0O gy B3» Bwg YOBEE, s
830000 TG, 31T OmMD 85 YEIBBIHDEW DB WO
B2m000 Ood wanwmd ye BILO 0®ws gdddn »C
oI, & Dedd®, HB® £ AEedDOw Bewdsmrw »ESxsT
B CBEnedsy oF § 0s5IF08em ©wSwd ©0
28EeO®InEed ®mOGH DO gdEMhd Craeed KHhm
85 dCeDnwe Bowldmw mOBsY drx3cwd 928un § Bwg
godem god8mdried wud® wy BvsIBe B O

© O OB I @BB. 48 DEeedisn DB wtd g
eImen 0dmedsl wmn 0® odamem  olesd
HHEBw OO @DEd O O @ QP IO By
eOmn. & emedd mg Sddiwse IRGE & ednedsy
800 ®ln emedisis DD,

880 @838 yBoFB, Db ww g VBT M WOB
00D HOB ©® BhB YH® e@® ©i Bw®d BE a8 e .
& B8Ede D¢ B 0NewwuE ewoien; OBEBEO
edd¢rn emd OCE Hew. Y, 288w yReFA, g
B O DO WOBED ¢80 OBD OB ST @V
Beadmrdn. 95t O OB, 00O yBReA ww Boen w&ised
o5Im 880 »edtnre®dED dn SBwO AEIBTesy W&
By ®CHms. B8e Busies’ Om 3w ¥l Beam
O 0008, Joul 88Q el Beadmdr. OO Bwr OO
yBeIB Bugeis»wd® dn of dcmsies’ . wiked
Bednmy qu@immn 0 JOOE Hiw OB e0® Boes wy
yBet 8Bysied EOHOE0 goemsies’ v OBgsy
ofed yROc g Serlesy.

© o500 ®3 OEROSB, SodsvewnsI®
D5I053ed @b3Smed DR 8w 3 sews’ GbSm
0000038 edsiery B s o emd DO
VI DD 0wf DO 8 WEOBB. IMO,
0198 08m ©dm® ¢8Smw B8RO DO» FOCuwE o
BB ® AEIe®ecE @Dz, This is known as the
"unpaid care economy". ¢ed 50, e® w@sed I ©:®
DT OWO 00e¢d RE B W WICwWH OB, ool
o BBO, ¢G5O dwdcy 01O, O1883wsy Ao
RO, geBis O gw A OB, Dede gd@Bsm Beadm
3w A OB @8 00 BuE 0¢e® wimsersy e®cd
BnE WOBTeE ImO8. Dgun A dBwds mes
DS, DITIOWMO @®¢0 RE @@ WIBW WIdB EEENIOVY
DO BLD 0dm. I m»O» O sImdmed G ®w
By ©@se B880mImdr. den® mEm®, “HCE 2E
Beadm @8® Howi, BHRO Bedm gacde B BIHOn
B8sY aBDEwewsI® WmE @gn M® emu »SBO HOB &
DOYR BEHBIeTY. e®® s ®Widw AR ©» (S
WO D500y BBewms emmdr. m»HP & dBwd ged
0ol 90 af) B0 RO Redn, BB Bwi®mwm
@O @005, @end 8O WO BHOCOH gg 520D
S58wd WG AdBwBD.

Sedvers’®, c@m ©ewrndn BLed® qed @dSmed
B uaRder @otest 80 O 88Fc o
@ed8m0057 ©3WO 18 WO® BBIENOE DO 8 cImn.
2, & emEEHO Cream BEmR® @iy redc BwEo
8 ¢cosimdh. & endEsI0 mIcswr Hen® g B8s5Y ¢om
YRS @DOS gmadem ¢ B & emEEs ded
288w OB PO AW 33 DEHIED GO
5B w5, HINEB, dB WD 9SO ©® E® WIsw ®SB
DBIOBT 91 ezNedB @ g D WOeny. @® S@d
DBINOB dPDOITO 0@ MBsweId ewecsiesy 9198
808, Tmds WYHGOT e® mbwewe O gus
DEeBeHTDNEDEY WO BweEy @ Bozstesy m®i.
DY 0® WO DR emVwd @ed widm yRuxB ne
BEO 03000, oo redstes’ oW god
88 ¢¥m o O WOBEO, g8 BE S0m ©ewsy
os3esy 5B, DINBOR @¢sIes’ BB D& el HOR
@® emedsier’. cowiames ®»dwed, GDP om0 oevss



1167 2020 e582@98 10 1168

ACHIEO @® e WIdw OWn Ozes’ Y. god
labour data®c emedddny dw wewsy Dxfesy myw. Labour
data, unemployment data ©» 2% DOEIO ©® WS
8w o BE SO oemme edsiesys L
cuieman ofemy, 2009 § oo @ Do D8mdD
3O Com0ed MBImOTIed GO AE BHVIGTD 1B
- Female Labour Force Participation Rate - 8wwed 34.58,
goested @O IE GO emedme Bewed 738.
888w 8901g S Bed® 0@ y@rmed 018 edmen 8¢ @D
O W@sersy ¢r® BBsw OO @O DG
Bedmds. Average om ©m0® Gomwed Female Labour
Force Participation Rate ©» 8wwd 358. ecimed $O0OE
eenPwE OW®m ACHeWO ¢8 9ries’ em® oV
®000WEB. g0 OB eciwed g&® Female Labour Force
Participation Rate &= Bedsies’. 4s0 0®w e/6® Oxymsy
Omm g5 &.

@ed statistics, Educational Performance Indicators ¢z®
308 ®sImNds 9m0® 988ews’ B3mDr. »® Wedpypwm®
8O @ed IO @085 HEEDO 0ReWIOw
Cenny BYPend, O dB@OEO «80dnmae BT
B 000 FDOES oM oW @®® Low
Female Labour Force Participation Rate &m0 &2 o¥ndx
D08, god 288m ¢In dde e e ne unpaid care economy
OO WBIOBTed wYwIGHDGO BBE D3O ©5%8.
O@d BB recognition dmE ecseny B O 0@
CFHOCO ACH O WoemE. »HYS a8 In oy
osierd, @d8mer Om BBO wOITADOW 3B,
DO ©BDodm B ®ds BH WE ¥R NE
emun »3edB. & Bwo ¢8 BB oLd® dw wp&Smaensy
Ot @I WOBTesY BYHH.

e® D& om0 owmedsies’ HIHO, @bSme
@m0 Beodde Bwco 38 0ddd 8n8. ¢pvwdemes
91360, ©® Jed BuE WBIO e® D18 e BRws
DEsmw megs ®m¢ 0dxen’? Coed 8wl
D300y, "e8 ewcd D@ wosTes oy By Bwes
DIFOeW @B oowns, qed ke, ged @ddSme
@000 Bodde Buer @8 0wd 8o Y. OB O
d¥smwen oy megrs, o® wwed 8Im 00 OFOG IO
280® »08sT ©EBedrinDody O5Im EEdd Bwecr &
Bostesy oy a8 & 90 O¥sme ©domd megrs
RINOBIEO dREHWODS O8I P8 e, »HY &8
0® BB ocord 2ol 288m IO wemslesy m»wy;
S0 qown ocslest mxwi 905 Y »HO8
BodsTes.

YRowonGi®d 0 OEROA, @fog 1000 =8z,
RNE wESwme ne, dodvewsy B nE I GO
@0 00 WO B8w ©» VovEHE ddeFB ey mE. VY
B 8B83ed, 0®O o @ V2D 28Swmw de OB
gom e 08, Do el 0dmEedEs i
deodvewsi® 50 EACEDE yRoFE ne emBmG,
@B, e 03D WAL BB wH & DS WsTmOsT B8O
5080 »OB 0® wiSmed Bedm I cw owrw
O¥ery. @m0dd - 19 Dweom wmeedd @misimdsied
QIWIOG P Dron Jewg Bem Om a8 o
om0, & 20axTdews’ BBO wcym god ¢IFnOCEOD
. @900 - 19 wemre BBed & wibomFde nedst
28 & 80T Vewsy O O BIDL.

In conclusion, if we want an economy that is just, that
works for all and not for a few; it is essential that we
consider and value women’s contribution to the unpaid
care economy. It is not only the women, there are some
men also who contribute to the unpaid care economy, and
this data must be considered. Without an understanding of
these factors, what we have is an incomplete or partial
picture of our economy. Decisions and policies that are
based on incomplete or partial understanding of our
economy will necessarily discriminate those who benefit
and do not benefit from those decisions.

Thank you very much for giving me this opportunity.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. RANJITH SIYAMBALAPITIYA]
in the Chair.
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Madam Presiding Member, because of the steps taken
to lower the bank interest paid in respect of special
deposits to a level of 4 per cent, the facilitation of the
flow of funds into the hands of the entrepreneurs became
easy. | wish to state that this step taken by the Central
Bank is a positive contribution for the prevention of the
downfall of the economy at a time when we all are facing
a precarious situation.

I do not wish to treat or consider the Central Bank
Report as a postmortem; I consider it as a blood report or
a medical report. We have to use the indications in such a
report for correcting the deficiencies and as a basis for
considering the remedial measures that we should take.

We cannot underestimate the role the banking industry
has to play in the development activities of our country.
Not only State sector banks, but even the domestic private
sector banks have to play a significant role in this area. I
see the organization of the banking sector towards the
objective of being the backbone of the economy as a vital
formation in a battlefront. The banking sector has to play
a role that goes beyond the supply of financial assistance
to other areas such as monitoring and controlling of the
activities of the entrepreneurs in a responsible manner.
This responsibility falls on the banking sector throughout
the world. In this regard, the Central Bank has to play an
important role as the bank of the bankers. The main
responsibility falls within the Bank Supervision
Department of the Central Bank. The Central Bank
cannot permit deterioration of standards or any
irregularities to take place in the banking sector. Although
the regulations are strong, their effectiveness depends on
the manner in which the supervision and control takes
place. If there is any laxity on the part of the Central
Bank, it can lead to a complete breakdown and downfall
of the banking industry and thereby reverse the
development process of the country. In the recent past, we
observed that there were reports about many instances of
irregularities and unhealthy operations of banks. We can
very clearly remember the disclosures made through the
COPE Reports in this august Assembly. It is important to
bring to book or punish those who are responsible for
such irregularities inasmuch as there is a need to rectify
them. These are matters that fall within the purview of the
Central Bank. We do not believe that the building up of
the economy is a responsibility that falls solely on the
Central Bank. It is necessary for all of us to be vigilant
and be alert on the developments that are taking place in
the region as well as globally.
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Madam Presiding Member, having said that, [ must air
my views on a statement made by a Member of
Parliament yesterday. This Member of Parliament from
the North always make it a point to wind up his speech on
any subject with comments that are contemptuous
towards the Sinhalese, Buddhism and the Buddhist
monks. We know that he is working on a separatist
agenda. It appears that he believes in Goebbels' theory,
under which an untruth spoken over and over again
becomes the truth. That is why he keeps on telling
untruths in this august Assembly. He said that a Buddhist
monk came from nowhere and tried to prevent farmers
from cultivating, claiming that that area is an
archaeological site. Buddhist monks are not vestiges of
invaders, but a part of our society and have all the right to
protect our Sinhala Buddhist heritage.

I must remind this Assembly that when a Buddhist
prelate in the North passed away, the uncivilized,
uncultured ones obstructed and tried to prevent traditional
honours from being paid to the prelate and the last rites
being conducted in the temple premises. These are the
people who are talking about discrimination against the
Tamils. He also says that the military still occupies
valuable lands in the North. We certify that more than 90
per cent of Government lands occupied by the army has
already been handed over. What this Member of
Parliament is asking for is the aircraft landing path in
Palaly.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera)

We know that two aircraft were shot down some time
back by terrorists hiding in that path. These are grounds
of tactical importance and especially, as long as people
like this Member of Parliament who promotes separatism
is there, it will never be handed over in view of national
security as it directly relates to the national economy.

Thank you.

O §RoessN0e) BTG nBw

(LoTeTyL G SMVMLSTHRIGL 2 M6t HjeuiTdsir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O OB BNBNGIBC O BD®r. VIR0 Bd Ww®
MR Bedm .

[e.92.3.39]

D5 DN 5250BI WIS Owmo

(oreTLyLf@ DEDING BTESTTILISSTT)

(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)

o060 ©0 OBIEnBeB, e® DD ©imamdd
a0ed Wmoem 928uxy Wmode, Sedvewsi® Odiw ©w

genes 8EAC o I, odBw Bduicmw ¢8O omd®0
0® Ced e® eDEIED v W D8 BEedegd Suwsw
88w wHewlnw ¢WOBID ¢8 8enI®. & Died® v od vl
BBwonr, 0108 of D1de BBwoH ¢BBIBy OB ©5IBFOcwn
1080 ®ed WnBwe, odBw 8lSmw ©®ml) »Be®BEo
E0B) T e0we eDMNEDST 5w edn 6® eDEIED BE HOBID
gem®. & ed®, od@we »E@IH e BYOO HOoW
BB B WO BB & WOBID (OB BTN
0050y Bumes 88w s viB ® BVedvee e®
28B00n0 nE CeLETD 1O Br®) WG o®
@DEIeD wewsy BOm. Yo pmen B8 B30 §E®»
3BB08mO® cEeeemnw dO 8 Dmd »® I B8acH
e ACTD Ben 9EEO @8 0® 0ded m»omo.
Bodvewrsi® ® D@D O» el BBysed eecHm
2DEIOCO g O @@ ¢ oD 0dn HB8&® 8@
008xY sOBAmD. & w@dsIVewsy Adune ydm» On Om
gm0, eDege omg Fneg IIIcWS eHRHBO ¢
8D 000 SedvewsI® 0808 wdmE gend®e,
CEWOH Ded® 0®Of wlmE 0® 00 eorId®, Fedd
0O a@®n0 @m0 ensId® glw mHBJd WS BIO Bwo o®
O @200 ® 1® OROE PFTOBHO Yyow ecsi B @D
Bedmrydrw Bws) mCemdd © 0@ ©d ©8wIed DGO
0w ®COHD.

YRowNGi®) ©0 OBERBwWB, g w1 BOITD Bw®,
Bowle, 0wddsn 8OO wimdth O 0® edEed god
dBw Wednw @dTTVewsy ¢ @® OO ©®Ied DB &
@@ WOOMD. vuBwe meed wWedy wwwS dBwo
7,000 s@em 0 @I WOGD ®E. & Bedy ©HEC
dBwo ©BOdemw eDEed g5 BoDy o, doBsy
swel 530D Dm0 & 8w ACDINBe® »OGHD ® ¢
8BID 00E o1 & BEAE ddume y@me Beadmd. & g
00nedsY gdas wdOPD ©lee DN, OB vl
e300 B8 BBwmdd B O droBe 8¢ mSEe
Bens, § g 52 ©0» e OO0 0® DHRJ WOGD
enRBO BEAIc @8 J¥wd »my®JD vg WO»D. Yoo
©¢58me05ned Dred® Y¥ordem @¢dned®@rIned eedw
ng 0ddmes’ 8Bud ¢ eddewsy 050w s Bedmd. I
8Eder a8 ded gdme @wd ®EDH. @® OEDED
B8 BEnOW 950® OB A ecmIm Bwo a8 9o
835 0o.

& Ded®, syBe ©BOJme mmeed, "©® eudge"
el DRBOPTOE eI Osied e 0vdd
88dc ydvrew Byen, § O ¢ Ened®sin an®@n meg
v B, 8T oufe wn@med I wewo § Oww
G E¥medsin Suved vvewlnws ¢ Bd WO mEr. doed
©8®8m mEY 8x80¢ & eI ®GOTed GeE o E®
20O BB o 8g 0 538 DO HOB Ddvn Ofesy. a8 &
8Edert ded gdmyw 0w D s.

@e0IN DEe@ns OB gdEedd B8 swym®
B G ¢ WD @O DB eI BBITDO CDEECH
PO o1 DR Beadmdr. A 8O dg 0¥, 0l 80 0@
2w WO BI® Bewo Bwe Yo oodsim 8 O
DN @B 00 Bedmdr. OB IO
Bedstersy B8. ©@0xVews’ O»oxw ©20ed&E. Ciss
edODmWsY wyw oudolm gned odOmwesy 85T
eu9dOE®D CHoS @ww B8WEE eOMEDs ¢ OB &
08 80y 08 Yo evdsIm B 00 Bedmdr. e®



1215 2020 e582@98 10 1216

8Ede dcuneg ydmrwem B & Bedmdr. m, BOHO
glocusied dFm® e v ®OOBIN HHFOWGD ©dy ey
0 Bedmryds. ¢8 & B Jdved ddimdw 0® edEied
©wWE SO0,

& 2ed®, 9198 g B3O ¢ B8R @01 Bedmin.
Coess eddmesied O1Qw, Owm BEBed g
©8®BTVews’ g BIO O Beadmdiw Bws STt
® 00 DD ¥nw WO D #FHEOH wOOH
00 Byt 2020 5508 @wed 80 end@0 Ay ey 8x%®
NYE 0005 00 5w HOOH gewmewins edE) BedB .
20 N9E 08857 511 DO WO GedD O HOD
00 g $8900w 80 mer, 8gd@mwsy wew 2016
D¥sed g D8 00D BG® Digs @ 00 »OON
DOGH WOE BN BDBD) D00 O 00 eded Onuwl
DO,

& Ded®, “rNI8BOVSeme 0DRIED eedislg DD
888 @l den BGOBIO0, S SO OBV RDBIO D19l ww
BH® D198 C 2 wcwo »nO® B8 Hwo @bvws ens
50O B DO OB 60 eDEIeD Onn OB,

owonGi ) ©0; OGRBweA, 0@ edEed vod
eI O mFE CFEmed ©s0Bm ddume B
OO B8 0® Bed®sined Sods ¢dmw @w@
DO @ BB, »EE LEFF®eO 0® O emd
2Be BEW EAELD DE BITABRB ¢AD OIS Bded
3B W WO By F eONOO ey vE vldBwE 9
BBe® gD@BmD 8w aGH ©®e0wm G @SR &g
Bodmrydn. OB adanmn @Y 02000 Bwe @EFE »0dme,
VRGO, BB, eIBIHO, ed® GgOICTed) @l
BedRDEY BEw d® 8® WJ Beadmd. e® D5 emO
0 @MY WIoWS OB OO YedwdED “Es CH
ecsiesy. 98 B w@ims & Edmwe AcunE OEO®O
Gyes 0 Beamd. Om SR, 805 D6 g G®d BN®
B30, dg D6 B »@ed ww e 0o oy (8 d®
Beso S50 gm0l o 00 836, genyd sensy
SO0 eBID DHS Ond Im CAOBe® dmaweny
eNE1S B Do,

D0 YR BTG S

(LoTessT L@ SEWVEHLGTHRIGL 2 MICILNETT Hj6uiTe6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O OBIEROB, IR0 DT BE MIC®H 153 ¢dwsT.

DG OBmB 53B5NG W6 OB

(LomevsTL 0@ WEDIOg HTERTTIWLSSETY)

(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)

EC e med 808 S OROD0 90 eWORY
BB Bevc® o 8w . & wewr o3 E» Swg®
200 88w E>® SweP C E€eo® 2darmd Bedmrydr. &
BCY WRRNEDD, OO HOBROTICeTE GDMBIE ©@wWE
WO MEC Bl SC BB Dwv® Bwg® o
@) e @ 9EE BOmDr. SHBRE.

®G §RoesrN0e) BTG nBw

(LoTeTyL @ SMVMWLSTHRIGL 2 MLt HjeuiTdsir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

o0 B buBem O5IEn®. IO Sxd 6
MG Bedm .

[e.200.3.46]

O BEIzT BB BEH Dwmo

(omressrLll@ LeVTET 2R WV )

(The Hon. Milan Jayathilake)

YowrnGied ©0; O5EnB8ws, ndwe Yerwmed
8O8sY av @OTPemw ®O® eevivm 0 ©® 6K
2O PO 02eNdT® ®BROO CTDN. e®iWme,
s58e ©BOCTme DD a8 B0 mOH »Er. VIS
BBw® @wmed weHOG  BIzn. @  yOLewsI®
RIRBBO QWG ¢ WO,

YowsNGied ©0; OTERCwWB, ©yBe ©8Ee®sind
ePewrdy WYEH PR 3xBe mE B®1ed gl Ced
2:88mes Je D008 o0 blSMmwd g8 AEHOW OCE
®Er. PeBl) vWve BE yam» dwnsim HBO ecuIHO
28 @90 0® Jed aidSmed Bug of & €Y J¢ D1edm
gzde @8 d¢ dens 83w & o 050edd. gwd
o8, Em 930 ICE § ywidew IFm ged Jed
88w ® IO OEE § vS.

OO YR30 6:e) O5IE S

(orenTLilG SIS THIGL 2 MILILNETT Sy6uTdsir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please!
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Chair and DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
ANGAJAN RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera.
You have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera - State Minister of
Ornamental Fish, Inland Fish and Prawn Farming, Fishery
Harbour Development, Multiday Fishing Activities and Fish
Exports)

I have ten minutes, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Because of the time constraints, it has been reduced to
eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara, what is your point of
Order?
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(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order. Hon.Kanchana
Wijesekera, please continue with your speech.
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(orenryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdg saillFreri euider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)
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(orenryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdg sailFreri o)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

How many minutes are you taking from his time?

B 05 Sedeedmns Dvm
(wrenryil@ sepFer alCnCssr)
(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)
The whole time allotted to him.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Okay.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. Next, Hon. Naseer Ahamed. You have 11
minutes.

[4.07 p.m.]

@6 8BE g0OD Owmn
(ressryLll@ BerSi @mioL)
(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I will take two
more minutes from the time allotted to the Hon. M.S.
Thowfeek.

Qaxerrey  Gudseafler  Urgls seallereri  oeuisGer,
WP50lL 2 BIGEHGG UTDSSIHHmeTS GgiflaldseussTra,
@by 2 wiflw PYET
STRIGEREDLIW DL L SHETLIL Tl L dhdbEhdd Bermleniid

FOLSEG  sTeiTewer gLl

Q51 d 315 6\% TeiaslssrGmedr.

Sir, I am delighted to make my Maiden Speech in this
august Assembly at a time our country is, once again,
rising from the pandemic suffered by, not only us, but the
entire world which has given us a big sigh of relief and
more so because the Government headed by His
Excellency President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has been able
to contain the COVID-19 global pandemic in an
exemplary manner and also at the same time, he has
initiated a drive to wipe out underworld mafia related to
drug trafficking and various organized crimes.

While all the measures taken by the Government in
this regard are greatly appreciated, I request, on behalf of
the people I represent, to intensify and strengthen further
the mechanism to eliminate drug and criminal mafia from
this country within the shortest possible time. As we all
are aware, lockdown necessitated by the spread of
Corona epidemic pushed weaker economy further down
to its lowest ebb in the blink of an eye. However, I do not
agree with the proposition that all our economic woes are
due to Corona outbreak. Economy has remained sluggish
since Independence except for a few and occasional time
spaces and people of this country had never had a better
and a reasonable deal.

Sir, in my view, failure of successive governments to
deliver goods is not because we did not generate
sufficient income, but due to miserable failure in the
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delivery of service by the bureaucracy. Inspired by the
need to improve level of service delivery, I suggest the
Government to initiate a district-based investment and
development programme without further delay.

The Batticaloa District is among the most backward
areas of the country. As shown in the Sri Lanka Labour
Force Survey 2018, 6.8 per cent of the labour force is
unemployed in the Batticaloa District. Only the Mannar
District registers a rate worse than Batticaloa; that is, 7.1
per cent. Youth unemployment is higher than the national
average. Higher incidence of drug use is reported by the
law enforcement authorities. In the Poverty Headcount
Index as shown in the Household Income and
Expenditure Survey 2016, the Batticaloa District occupies
the 23" slot out of 25. I emphasize that all these issues
should be given priority in planning development projects
in the District.

Key sectors of the economy in the District are
agriculture, fisheries and hospitality industry. During my
tenure as the Chief Minister of the Province, we
attempted to register a reasonable growth in these sectors,
but it was dampened mainly because provincial
administration was not given enough financial resources.
Sir, I state very clearly that the devolution of political
power is not meaningful without providing resources.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, power-sharing
mechanism introduced by the Thirteenth Amendment to
the Constitution could not achieve intended objectives
because of lack of resources. It is also to be mentioned
that there is a misconception that only the Northern and
the Eastern Provinces benefit from the power-sharing.
Devolution of power gives people of all provinces an
opportunity to address development issues involving their
localities by themselves. @)sirm
QuiisTs Blawesnwullsd, HWdhe WTETETSSCL  sHsvall,
&#&THTID CUTeTD SSHewer el WHSEHD WHDILPLYSTS
WLESUUL D), eThsCeurm GFwpur@d Fflwrer emmullsy
BOLOLDTS  Blewew @) HHSTmHI
@suail_sglev g 1gdhsTi L ailmibLHEmedr.

LOT&HTERT  FeWLIGH6IT

sty efllwdHems

Failure of the Provincial Council System to reach the
intended destination drives me now to address issues
relating to the much-hyped Constitutional amendment.
Now, the Bill for the Twentieth Amendment to the
Constitution has been approved by the Cabinet of
Ministers and according to the draft provisions - except a
few - almost all the good provisions of the Nineteenth
Amendment will be repealed. 1 strongly state that
amendment to the provisions relating to the establishment
of independent commissions should follow a
comprehensive consultative process.

In the same manner, if electoral reforms are slated,
progressive features of the Proportional Representation
should be retained. Proportional Representation has given
smaller parties a breather for which they had been
gasping. Electoral reforms should be introduced only
after a due diligence process.

Sir, we all are aware that governing party’s strength is
the electorate of majority. Minority communities live in
this country in peace and harmony since time
immemorial. Any move to disturb the equilibrium has
always resulted in irreparable damages. The best example
I can quote here is the repealing of the Soulbury
Constitution when the Republican Constitution was
enacted in 1972. Minorities sensed that Constitutional
protection given to them under Section 29(2) of the
Soulbury Constitution is blown off. But, the architect of
the 1972 Constitution was not much impressed with any
restriction on legislative powers of Parliament by Section
29(2) of the Soulbury Constitution. Emotional
repercussions caused as a result of removal of
Constitutional protection can be seen as the seeds of
bipolarization between the major and the minor
communities. Therefore, I earnestly request architects of
the future Constitution to be extremely careful when they
touch most sensitive issues.
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®OG; Bewndess 0% 80IsBD®)

(wreryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdls sallsreri ojsuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up.

©G »HBE gL Bwmo

(oreryfl@ pefi HamoL)

(The Hon. Naseer Ahamed)

25 BIBL_1D Hrpmiseir!

BTET (PHVHWIFFITS @) HHSCUTSH eTpTeyfG market
garPlewer  ewwliugnasTer S (Hwrer  Ceuemevdssit
rotlssiul L er. @em  gwmi@ster  &worr 112

eflwrurfssr Cgrifled QFinu @)L lsvsvriosd afd) srmiseflGsv
BL5515
Q& ety (hoHlSTDTTHT. YsGou, 2 L STIQUITS BN
&1 Plyha Cousnr(HoweTn CHL (hd6lETeTdlstTEm6iT. )miE,

BIBI% EHEDL_ILI aflwrurrsens

cultural hall 2_iv library = _iv ewwiiLsH@ Bl paisasiun L
Blemevuilsd 9| B 60T &1 (HLomevrt] Liewsflaeir
B LBINISSILL 1 (BHSSSTDOT.  YSHRTWLD  SL1q(1plg &k
Couswr(POlwssTmy @b 2 wflw  Feouulsdy Csilaldhg s
Q& meiraslssrGmedr.

®6 Bewdss 202 eswrsBn®r

(orevsr i@ Gusseflsr Urdld sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Nimal Lanza.Y ou have eight minutes.

[e.90.4.21]
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(The Hon. Nimal Lanza - State Minister of Rural Roads and

Other Infrastructure)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha. You have
six minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar please. You have
five minutes.

[10.L1. 4.36]
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(The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up.
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(1orerifl @ 9. Syrelbd @)
(The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar)
Give me only one more minute, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. Wasantha
Yapabandara. You have six minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. Next, the Hon. Rohana Dissanayake.
You have six minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. M.S. Thowfeek. You have four
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. M.S. Thowfeek)

Sir, please give me one more minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. D.V. Chanaka. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, your time is up. Please wind up
now.
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(orenT il 1g.0fl.FTerss)

(The Hon. D.V. Chanaka)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Gayashan Nawananda. You have six
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please, wind up now.
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(omesrLyfl@ SHwTagTeT Houaths)

(The Hon. Gayashan Nawananda)

Sir, please give me one more minute.

O Bewd®s m0m 90sBnOB, evden mE OmDInd
ne 8¢ § wEn 8 yvide c0sI® emdd - 19 nasdw
»Ped J¢ D19en Jed dlmw mwr BYD® wewr aBvnd;
B508B endwinnd Greie OB ®® e® Sw ®wsIzN
Bwdod wue, duwe obceBsy em00 BwEecrned®



1245 38Ee®5Ind 1246

[061 ©w@rst HOBBTE Dwmo]

BHEWITOB C S8 @n O Bsw oD & Ded®,
eCI®WO® gBewlows § emdd - 19 nfdewsy @® ¢
G B0 WmOgn WE aBOST BeNIBBBR®, OO
8901 00O CemdGDsT, O GO me I OB
CONEDST 9D eOERE® Gcdhe SBYmDed @O ed
dnBe e BB @ 0®w @dEd ®S OBIBO.
ell) ses Bowddme O DHO® Hoe OFOSeR
BBwO ©® CBw enm wn BOCE DR BEeded wwowdnw
CH @ D wewsl OB, ©O e® gddd e ¢
RIN®V¢ BB YI® WIBsT @ Bd) e .

®6 Bewdss 202 eswsBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseaflssr Urdld sallareri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you very much. Next, the Hon. Mano Ganesan.
You have seven minutes.

® S e wexsiessy ®vm
(orenryflg wGsrm &Gewresir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I will also take
the time allotted to the Hon. Palani Thigambaram.

®6 Bewdss 202 eswrsBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseaflssr Urdld sallareri ojeuidser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, that will also be added.

[0, 5.12]
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(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

Then, I will speak for ten minutes.

Qzsemrrey  @Gusasefler Urdls sellFreri
Qasrepiby wreul L G Bar(hd sTeTemestd CHileyClFiigs
UTdETeN GLHLESEhSE @)t  SaTsSleid  eTerrg)
beTlem L6 (B)LD SHUPEOD (OELEEEEIAEu
allHoyHTCMeIT. HLbd eTL L MTough LTTTEHLSTDSSH GV
S YHCUTHGHS gnl L ewflullest 2 mliflesriserTs Brsigser
6 Guir @uHGsrTb. BrH wWweugid gpsGmpw 345,000
QU GBEWENT 6THIGET ol L aWild@ aupmisl, @)bs (pewmujb 6
CofleoyCsiig  @bs  peTUSTEIZ
urrTEBLSTDSSNG  j@ilidlass  wEsELEGS  BLD
WPHCUTEGHS In L swflullsiT emsveui 6T6dTm (PewMuGev 6T6vTSH)

9|6uiraGer,

o _miiidlerisenersd

perPlem g Cl%MNailsg1de\smsirer afl(hLbLslerEGmedr.

BT63T £ o RNMEIITE ]

S RIELEEETES

aflairssHh @
RMHFVDTS sallr

o _miiidleriger staupd 2 ewrwTHDailsVensy. bHeuensdsuiley

OLIC
O\ TevsTIq (5 35165T G My 65T

BewL_GlLIm|&lssTm
afloursdslemer

@)srempws  Slevrid
alleagwsHemas6lwm g

T (DS GHIHC S TeTeT LI L
TEDEITW

BTEYID QPHFV il WBIGENOT TFTBIGSST HeUTHSHId &
Q& resstHeur afl(HLoLaslssrEmedr.

Cpmmi erglerd HFHCwsE@ meaTTHugl  euiseaflsr
SHVLUNC, SJUTHI VIUVBHSBI6D, HE1$L _LO6H L [HF]I6M (HLD
QumHCSTL L Blmisuciisenerd &1L 19 ClwiipriLiGeauessrig g esr

Caeweuliur®h) &HmP @@F HVHSTEOTFMOT HewL CUDHMIE).
YUl B wHpFHwenL_SearCmer. BagL dglev @uikig 20
BlmI6euesT I 6M6L TM&EGHMMIL 10
CabesMS5%5 eunswnm wFTemwliusn@ Pry6eihdas
ul@erergl. By  eflagwid!  HCs8umv, Gsullswmevtl
@miiui
allenasrgglmenar FsMNliusH@GL Wigey CFinwuliL (Herarg).
g By ailagwib! g T, Cauilensy FibLbBSOTS

BlmI6U6sTHIGeW6TS

vullirFClFen s ullesrg) b Lullr&QF e g ullewg) b

QrmiFd QFinuiGureausrsay (pyLleuhsaliLl (HsTergi.
9SIYLb Bevev aflagwid! LrrTl HaleTCment.

SLbp STeVmIGeNGC Llrdflsgl GuDD  eTBISEHEDL W
'‘Ceylon Tea' steorm SbssH Gauflemsvuilesr brand name
af pFAwenL_ b HHsH. ewd BB S 1g6wpliLjeug)
BVVOIBETN  BlewersAlSTCMET.  THRISHEREGHS  SlwLGS
sseusdeirulg, &S dnl LGHCv QuBHHECHTL L ewdaFi
Qzerreu gGwey uBlrewt, @rrersis ewwdsi CleHeaTrey
sers Camrs, merrslugl GFwevenilullest sewevsui Glasearyeu

uaflev TTELIFaG LoHm)Ld 91515 Tiflg 61h1LD
H6V[b %) 615 TeWITLY (HS ST SH6iT. LOED VLIS S HF FTTHS
Ul Splglassir 9| Fl6v H6V[b &) 6\ TeWdTLTTS6mT 6T6OTLIG)|

Qafweisvens. 615 sThiLgulBHSTIDI L, CLBHHCSTL L g
slewp  eretug QeumiwGer Cgullewev, @)U 2 DL
Qrwiiu@®d @ CsTHlLGIMD WL (HLO6V. FTM&EEGmMmU
aTnewr @l s CariLg Osrfloreriser  omiGs
UTPHIMTTHET. HYSHHIL 6T, eUTHEHWL_I & B DLBISH TS
FTihs cperm @l s Cuir mIE UTPAIDTTISHET. bs
WdHEHETeT UTPUTSTISMS BHMdbes Ceusisrigws SLL1LT(h
IIFTHRIGSSIDE @) (HLLSTS BT 2 ewTidlarGmeir, SjHemevr
audluymigs  allmiLHeTCmeir. asGeu, Wer &L ewliLF
Qeinutiu. Geuanrigwig GeaumiwCer @)bs Gsriflsvgiewm
L (HLosvsv, 9| BHEYIL_65T Gxig gl I|bS
UTLPSUTSTIIPLD @&, eisl Lewwliys  Csriurs
peoLCUDD G)bsd gl L IHE g LGSlully G)®mahslsn
ACaHT L 2 MewwwTeriseneTld ePSHG jeuTaHerfle
O|MILIBISHOTWLD LISTHEHICETNTL_STd | MISdTECm6iT. 93!

L0 S 6rfledT

BeVsL aflaguwiid!

3)esfleu(pid STVHLL_gFGev HEI$L_LDEWL_L|LD
Bnisueismers CaibesOSS bD BlmIeeITsIsEMhs@dd 1

QU Lq LI & TewfHemerL NLEAOEICEE] BT M6V
GSSMBEGHS CariLg  Carfleorerisendsd  eupmIs],
gpeirepevd  aflewarggmever  yFsfgg,  Csullswevs

QaTiflevgimmenit uaTTSgI, IbH LOHEET6T UTLPEUTHTT SHMS5
2 wirsg CeuenrBHd sTeiTn ClETeiTenasuNed HrmIssT (3)(HHEHTID.
QuUBHBHTL L Bigener 6T(HSGHISCsTawTL T 75 Fghafsiomer
Blev QumbCHTL L Blmisushiseafl b @) hdbHTDSI. D%, 25
Fpefswrer Blemgsrer HAnCsri o Mepwwmerigsefl_ib
B)(HEHBTMGI. YTV, U(HLOTATHMBLI LTTHSTD, 15 FHafs
CuHDISS B!

WB6iTas 1L emLoliLy

QU(HLOTETSHEMGLI AnCami_ L

2 flewDWITeT i g 6iTSHTedr. 6T6ITLIG]  [H6USV
aflagwid. reThisd dTOSHS (Wigemeuls uTrL HETEMmSST.
9C5Cousweruilsd @)bs Weral L emwliiiGe [Fessr &Tevinrss
9B RIIETR CpriflsdLy g aflew g slmest
QupmmEHleiTn, CFTVGIDD  FOUBSLOTS  HWILI6Y
9|lemeu b OGN NGEE 0] Qs riflevmeriaseneruid
usisreflsrTs LrHPCaua@6werny GCarflésms  allhds
afll(poyHeTCmeir. euisements LmisTallEaTTsS: CFiddd

Q& T evoT (D) TedT @bs st Lewioliyd QFiwiuL
Goussst (G Lo6sTMY BT6dT Blewesrds&lesTEm6r. SliLg &
QFIUSETAPVIDSTST — Ibd  WdHEHeNeT  eumpeuTHTrLd

EAEEACTOR



1247 2020 e582@98 10 1248

CariLg Csriflevrenissensgns derd Fouerwrs 1.000

LI QUOMISS HOUSTHS &LbS Gxirgpev
UrderriigseanerGumg) LITeusVTasLl Guaiiul L QgerLg)
2 BISEhSEGS  Cpfluyn.  Huppsl @ srodgid
CGuaiiul L gl mearrgluglwaiserdm, Serg  CHiHe

UrsemrsalarGumrg) weweowss wéeseflet Slard FbueTSems
FsNsgi5  SHUBTHE  FpPUGHSTT, s Sjeuir
CrriquwrsGau @ Mullphsri. ewer  prer  alleursl
Qumrmerrsas  eilpuailsvensy. sThRIGEHOL W L Fs
&TVSH GV LIV allwBisemer BrissT GFS KBTI, Flev
el wrisenerd QFiiw eTBIGaTTe) (PG WTHCUTETS. B)FHl6D
PIMISTHT Q1. YBH G B ®pseuia L
@ICLITGI 6THISEBL 6T @)VemeV. B)(HHSTAIDI L, I bDHH
CariLg OQarflevrerisaflsr  FoueTrdews Y SlsHsI
Sjeuisafledr euTPaUTSTISmS 9 S%MdbasCeuemnriquw s LT
@erm U Aullepisiter  yrETHRISSSDEG @) HSHTDSI.
IJsUTH6T Hwers OFiieuris6lerein BlenerddlerGmesr.
IS WSBEHML I UTPUTSTISNS HFlasfliugnasrer eGr
auflSTeir G5

STTeTLOTSH

®OG; Bowndess 2007 80IsBD®)

(wreryflg @ wssallsr Nrds sallsreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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Sir, is my time over?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Member, your time is over.

The next speaker is the Hon. H. Nandasena. You have
six minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.

@G . »IcesEs dnmo

(oresryfl@ e1é. BHsCFenr)

(The Hon. H. Nandasena)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren.
You have six minutes.
Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna to the Chair?
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(worenryflg (Currdiflwi) gf.6tev. LFMe - Heval HewLodaiT)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris - Minister of Education)

Sir, I propose the Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. SANJEEVA EDIRIMANNA took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren)

Sir, give me one more minute, please.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Whereupon THE HON. SANJEEVA EDIRIMANNA left the
Chair, and THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal - State Minister of Money
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Hon. Speaker, in the last five years, we experienced a
decline in our economy, which had never been seen
before. After nine years of continuous economic progress,
we had five years, in which there was a complete reversal
of that growth momentum. We had a bleak outlook; we
had low confidence in the last five years and due to the
inconsistent policies between the Government’s different
aspects, we found that there was poor implementation as
well. On top of that, there was an attack by Zahran and
thereafter, we had to experience the COVID-19 epidemic
as well. So, the conditions were set for the economy to
decline further. That is the type of economy we inherited
when our President took office in November last year.

Now, we have the aim to revive the economy, to meet
the COVID-19 challenge, to reinstil confidence in our
economy and to have clear and strong policies which will
take Sri Lanka forward in the next few years. We also
have to implement those policies quickly with confidence
so that people all over the world would realize, Sir, that
we are a Government that means business. So, what
would guide us?
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Sir, we are hoping to have a swap arrangement with
regard to the investments that should come into our
country through Treasury Bills and Treasury Bonds.
Through that swap arrangement, we are hoping to attract
more and more investments, which will ensure that Sri
Lanka will have a stable rupee as well as strong reserves
that would allow us to confront any debacle the world can
throw at us. As you know, the revival of the global
economy is also going to take time, Sir. We have heard
the IMF saying that the world will experience a negative
growth of about 4.5 per cent this year. So, in that
scenario, we have got to break ourselves free and move
forward with more investments.

Attracting investments is going to be somewhat
challenging, but we are hoping to meet that challenge by
providing comfort as well as confidence to the investors
from all over the world so that more money will come in.
So, those who have thought that Sri Lanka will not be
able to attract these kinds of investments will be
disappointed because we will attract investments, not
only into our Treasury Bills and Treasury Bonds, but also
through the medium of Foreign Direct Investments.
Already, there are many who are talking to us and who
are hoping to come to Sri Lanka to make their
investments and we are confident that before long, this
entire trend will change.

We have seen, Sir, that the stock market has revived.
We have seen in the last one month, almost everyday, the
turnovers rising above Rs. 1 billion. We have also seen
the ASPI increasing and once it is going to be a
sustainable situation as we envisage it to be, the investors
will return to Sri Lanka. But, in the meantime, we have
enough investments within the country as well. Today,
the deposits in the banking sector as well as in the non-
banking sector in our country are approximately Rs. 10
trillion. Out of that Rs. 10 trillion, if we attract about Rs.
100 billion, which is just 1 per cent of that amount, into
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the stock market, that would mean that the capital gains
would be enjoyed by Sri Lankans and not by foreigners.
As a Government which is always concerned about the
Sri Lankan businessmen as well as the Sri Lankan
enterprises, we would like them to make that profit before
the foreigners could do.

So, Sir, these are the ways in which we would tweak
the economy so that it would go forward as well as make
sure that the Sri Lankan businesses and enterprises would
thrive in the future.
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Bedstesy. We know that the most important way good
governance could be achieved is by ensuring each
Minister knows what he has to do and by holding him
accountable for the outcomes that he is supposed to
deliver. So, we have done that and I believe, in the next
few months, we will see the results. Even this morning,
His Excellency the President summoned all the State
Ministers and gave them instructions as to what he is
expecting from them. This is the type of management that
even the private sector would be proud of. So, with that
kind of management coming into the upper echelons of
the Government of Sri Lanka, we could prove to the
world that we mean business and I believe in the next few
months, we will see how Sri Lanka will progress in its
economic activities.

We have already taken steps, Sir, to stimulate the
economy. ¢ed 0ed #8SWme 5)E® wews OO g
089OE® 2awd e e 8 Beanmn.
syBw Je nEx @8 cFew, g O w8 & e
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Bedn®r. We saw in the last five years the consolidation
programme that was in place. We did not see new banks
as well as finance companies coming up. We saw so
many finance companies crashing. In fact, during the last
five years, five finance companies crashed although in the
preceding nine years, not a single finance company was
allowed to crash and they were all revived during that
period. So, we need to install proper systems in our
country so that we would be able to make sure that all
those would be strengthened as well as would be able to
go forward. We were able to do that, Sir, even while the
global recession was on. When banks were collapsing all
over the world, the Government of President Mahinda
Rajapaksa was able to make sure that none of those
institutions crashed during that year. That was the track

record we had. But, unfortunately, in the last five years,
all those practices were reversed and we are today
confronted with the difficulties of reviving those
institutions once again. We also have to ensure, Sir, that
our national development policies as well as all our
markets, particularly the equity markets, are supported.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Gamini Waleboda. You have four
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala. You have four
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar. You have four
minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara.
You have four minutes.
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Next, the Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne. You have seven
minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya. You
have seven minutes.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.23 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on
Friday, 11th September, 2020.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print of their speeches should be clearly marked in their copy and
sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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