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Hon. Member, your time is over.
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Give me one more minute, Sir. I will finish.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

I will wind up, Sir.

Once again, let me remind you, Sir, that we would like
to see the warrants signed by the Hon. Minister of
Finance, granting permission for the expenditure of the
Government from the 01st of May to the 31st of August.
Thank you very much.
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. ANGAJAN
RAMANATHAN] took the Chair.
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Hon. Member, please continue with your speech.
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Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Gamini Waleboda. You have seven
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up your
speech.
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Sir, please give me one more minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan. You have 14
minutes.

[L0.L1. 2.46]

@G 9. DoFed BEORDNEST Owmo

(revorLyfl@ @). FTeiTerv [BTLD6VBTSH60T)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

BeTml, Gasenyeu @Gudsaflsr Lrdls sailsreri oeuisGer!
Qaargey Lrsw ewwdFFHL BlFweFFHLTSW wadlbs
TTLFNG HUTHERDLI HWFFSTHL suFHSISTD 2 HLidd
aufl (aflGFL eFHUTHSH6T) FLL ST ST FHL_L6nemHemer
BEsALUSDSTHS SDELUTWS Broiser @)bs o wiflw
FenLuilsd
alleurssslerGUTSI,

alleur )5 515 061% TevTLg (HHSSTED TLD. [OF
Qazserrey  UrswmenLw  HeusiTdhgidhE,
BreT @ aflLwGemsd Carenreur  eflHioLslerEGmedr.
GUILIUTS, UL LDTHTERTSSIVICTET  LOGITETTT, (LPsLMVSE e,
HeflQpTFS, Guresrm
OICEEE )
STrSems @uevurer  pewpullsd  CumOsTsiter  (pLpwITS
auensuiled, SeMTMLGETOWTS @b @) upsweult UL @Gher
RULETH

WTPLILITEsTLD WmeuLl L migerlsD

SLDODTPOTOTTSET  HBRISEHEDL W  eUTLD6UT

6TTBIG E1H W LI sSLHurtiilpa@sir 6TTBIG ETHEM LI
LB 68T 6U T 35 61 &5 (& LD UL GEBehsGD  Coasrrsemns
TOUDSS], 6THIGEHHL I HL6D UNMGMBF  @EWDIUITIYF
Qasveug Ceridfwrs @)L bEUHD auHAlSTDE. @)F6TTsL
BTeiTE@  wreul Lsiseaflled @) mbsleTn
SL_DEmriflevreriger QUTLPEUTHTT Faluflev MESHN)
UeTgererfiLu®aTD  Blewsvswio  eFHLIL 1 (HLILIGENEST  [BT6dT

esTeuLs

Cuh@mii L

S|6U(HEVL_W HEUTH SIS EH ClETesT(hlour afl (b slsrGmeir.

®0 98.8. 305 BSsT Swmo

(omessrLyif@ 6Tib.6y. 0B TesT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

@)5Gs &L HEMTLHL ewidFenrds SHrenrallsVensGui!

@G 9. DoFed BEORDNEST Dm0

(orevorLfl@ @). FTeiTer BTLDEVBTSH6IT)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

QULGmEF CFibs Peur SLHEDTYY SewFFyTss
@\mSSSTmTi. B)eSTmidn L, WweiTeTTi WTeul L Gale0 CLFTemev
eTdTD HImwsdled sLPemTlevrenisst @ bslw @) psmeurs
uLGsefler 9sgBMHw QFupurl_enL srdlidggd sremsv 8.30
wewfl v Ubused  2.00
QFWIF (BHSTTHET. LS HLOTTHEBHLD O TFTBISHSH 56T 6T
YlETASHEHD  euail_sgsGF OFaTmI  jeuisHEhHL 6T
HWSHHSTEH et HMSCmeir. @) HSw &) psweurs UL Gseflesr
QFwHLITL 1q65TT6D QUL LT & 65T 55160 6TMBIG (ETHED LI

wewfleusny — yicium’ L b

sLpUlrGsss5le0 2 HusbswrdeTn BeTHemen 6ThisEHeM LI
ISETCLPEILID  HBIGEHEDL_ILI
UTPUTHTTSHMS FLIEHCIETeTOr  (PIgIITSH  (h  @LPBlemeD
9B THUL 19 HSHITDGI. B)HSF @LpBleweOuNleVST6iT BT HIg%H6T

sLpemrflevorerissr  Liligsai,

B)bsF FenLuiled 2 _MHusg) suif] QrLiumrss
Cudl&6\arenTig (hdHHTEMTLD.

Qaxerrey  Gudssefler Urgls seallgrari  euisGer,
SBIGHEHWLW  wreul L eareuisend @)hslw  @)pemeuls

UL G&enmsd UTglEasiiul_ Hds Casmestigy hohslsrmesri. 2,a5Gai,
Bhis@p  @bs elllwid Qsriiurs Gseryeu  Ulrgiom
Ijsuiaefler sausTssln@gs ClsTanT(hlour CousuT(®ibd. @)ssTemmi
UTTTEHLOEITN L6 (LPLgfhSedT Lﬂ;]_’)urr@aaLL, BTG 9J6UeMT
Crfled Fhdldgis SMSLILSDGHS SWrTTs @) HbHeTEMSIT,
TORTSTHTE, YBIF (HEHHSTD WoHHET HLDHOMTLHEVISHEGF
QFsvsv  (WIpWTE) SBIGHEHOL W T HHeflsy @) HHSleTn
GBlemsy STeTULOESTDGI. HYIaFTmISED 6T6rm  suengsuilsy,
FTTHS 9| UITEHEHLD

UL_&HeNEHF

SLHEDTPleL  ewFFi



1037 ZlelelclCka 1) 1038

[0St @. DG BEOEDNET @wmn]

BrisEh @)SHOSETH Brbsrwrer $ieneud &%rentGeusisr(BIb.
20179y yper() @S UTTTEBLSTDSSID @) wpsmeuls
UL @G&6T OsTLiurs s FLL b BlewpGauppiiul L g). @)Big
BlewmCeunHmriLibhslssrm T FTHISES D@L
@,u’afn’rs'msg}gﬂg’)@é FITITLIT 63T 6 T 85 (61 &5 (& LD FTSEHLDTSH S5 T65T
APOUBSSILESSTDES  puflu,
IbsF FLLSISTT (PpUewWTSL  LiwesTOlLmisuglsVensy.
SjsuaITm) LweTOLUH D TEYILD ST FTBISSDSHF
FTTHGUTHCerT YFHWTEH LIWTELNHSTDTIH6T 6THTLINS

FL_L_BISH6T

UTESSOUL L. 1&HS6T

LD & &6T
BTeT @)bsd Fewuullsy CFTsvedls6\ETsiTar all(HLbLdHlesTEme6dr.

Qasemreu @Gudsefler Urdls sealereri oeuisGer, @)bs
Crrsgled wHSw eumiAullest GFwpur® OsrLTUTHe D
TFTBIGESl6T QFwHUT@H CBTLTuTseyd @)bsd Femuiuier
sUTSSHGHS Carea@eur allpoysSarCner. sTeugi,
@evmiswsuilsv COVID-19 Qarhmis ureusd erpul L Gurg).
"oumiglulled LT QUDDEUTHET HHIGETSH HLGTHMET M)
wrenisefler Llsrart QFeidbseorn" Tein @@ &FHDDMIbens
rarhisgslearme) alHdbsiiul g mbsg. COVID-19 sweursv
BT &HHGBledT
aflousFrigens,

STTNIOTSS — SHISEHOL W CTiflsVsemar,
sLDEDTflewevd GaFiw g wrdmbseuir
sLeT  OsTemsEmws  CFisHs
sOPPGens  allsasliulLreib, Qmi
@iy  euligemwdF  CFGS
Gauentqui @M Gl  agnulHeTerg. HiewT  BlSlw

@rrerkis gewwiFi Cserreu GFanrer CFwdkis jeuTser

FHOTT6L  HTHIGST GUHD
prywrgGurerg.
wrgnisefler  Llsresri

@bss Fewuullsy @) HSHpTiT. B)He el wrissT CSTLTUTsd
SHUSTHSIV THSGI, bS Ul lgeww @ rsgHd CFiieusn il
BL UG EmEHmW 6T(HHS CouarHOweTm BTt @)hs CHydslsd
Iousmrd Gl Ho6srerer el (b s Cmedr.

@0 @Y edB.w Pum (88d8, ®aw G&3SM,
wHye YEs, 8Dse dBwo, D1td DB W o)
CBeeIED Caxss s w8080 Cuss ¢imsn®)
(Tl  Geamrsr Gswdlwis - Fisd, eoudail i
CurmenrTsTyT, HIwT BlBlw, FwEFTH, aflwrury gyialmdbg)
wHMID Feewpliytt LweTUTL B IF auaThIGHeT ) Lilal®mdba)
@I TERThI% G EHLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe - State Minister of Samurdhi,
Household Economy, Micro Finance, Self-employment,
Business Development and Underutilized State Resources
Development)

208 BSeddes.
STUPESTH .
rose.

@G 9. DG ed BEORDNELT Owmo

(orenTfl@ (). FTeirery BliLOEVBTSH60T)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

Csenrey @rrenmis ewwiFir euisGer, COVID-19
Qarhm ehul L. sTeoliuGSuilled sLewer Werd CFassi
AUSNE TFTHIGD YM| WTSHT) JEUBTFD 6ULPBISWIG].
IS HTeV 6TV (PlghBHesT LIHUT®), HbHbdh HL w6t
Berg OCFSHHSTDCUTSH YmI WTSETVSSIDGF CFaIdhs
Gousvrigus FHEV allgmesr el 1gemuiuib QUBIF] S 6T
ML (H&OIEHTeNRTIY (HEHHTTDT.  FTSTIVILONS,  HTFTHI
53l GPISs allGr IPla)niSsHe G)eaTioe, prer GluHm
sLewerE  Ooeiss  wprwrell LTeud  sterdh@ ()6
BOL(PODSTT @) (HSEIGLTHSTDSG. %58, COVID-19
Qarpmis srTeoliuGgluilsd uTHsslul L WwohEHefleT BHevssT

&HHP YbS WM TG STVSSHIGGHTW eulgeww BHISsT
BudsiF CFinu Ceusr@6wsTUmS @)HHd FewLullsd BHresr
CarMabenawiTs (pesTeneuds el dleTEnedr.

®5 @®HI5T ©e3®Bow DWwmH

(oressryfl@ QFaprer GFdlmis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

& 00D Jed By »FDG end »OB a8 & wwnm
G ¢Bien. o»e J @mw 00de® nO®edis
©8OITTVewsY 88 9mo @ED BDDI. v 8, BOCO w®
DEBHBODO  ¢EmIm Bedmdr »O, a¢ 20OBn®H
DWOCO cuect 5¥vn & em O8BB CeLH B¢ Tww
E&rmw ¢ WO 9 Bed 9FOMO, BB HOY ©wWwH
G 0¢BIB) YOOBT gamswd WOYD WOBIB BB, W&,
28 BBO @0EOm eBw M HBHD Bwcy BOed
. F 00O @ wumO 8 G ¢OC BPew. @ vwww
¢ eBw W w38 o a8 m wmeg »yHL.

©C 9. Do BEOR NS Dm0

(omeisTyfl@ (). FTeiTsrv BITLOEVBTSH60T)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

O #OBROB, @ 620 loans wFen’ vy O®EEIO
oD GBDE 0Bw® HOB MO Bed® YEM®. e CH
OB SO0 v ED @D BB eiedsy
BODID, 525000 @E®G D160 0). ®re Hwm ©eE®G
OO0 @rD5ID §en® 8B ysIO deo @D 9BIesy.

®0 @QWI5T ©e3®Bw WmH

(oressryfl@ GFaprer Cedlmis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

20D, OWOC @ 6z 0E6 evdsI® ©@DEI BND.
end® BE Oy ®1e YeLH eBw Om rwwwmE erdsIH
Bo O 9. OG0B, & Demd e@imuie?

O 9. Do ed BEOERBNETT Owmn
(orevorLfl@ @). FTeiTer BTLO6VBTSH6IT)
(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)
Co DD, ONHEB) DeD.

®6; @Iy @d®8B.w Dvmo

(oressryfl@ GFaprer Cedlmis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

B OB, ¢8 & o IO® ewiw ICTHO.
& wme 0 RZed® evdsim Bpeay emBs s 6O
siel OMmOS erdsIny Buecy 28 BBO ¢ddGdn cuvect

2o oot

@G 9. DoFed BEORDNEHT Owmo

(omessryfl@ @). FTeiTerv BTLOEVBTH63T)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

OG YOBROB, @ 6 eBw B WOBTH BwE ©©
9EB® WmOm. edPedry I DoBR® widenn BBysIO
SO WO Bue »O8 00 9FB® mosiess.

O35 @@WI5T @e3®Bow DWmo

(oressrfl@ QFanrsr GFodlmis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

& emEEs on HPIXHWO »O8 & wvmde I
¢sienl. dmemd emBwe e v 80 o a8 » weg
. o8, 50 gOdndd & eodemied Owsimida
BOFDe0D BBIBY ¢DeS 8PV VI 88 Bwwd Y I
0m HPIADeS & emEEHO P 8 Beamd. o®



1039 2020 e8> ®8 09 1040

e0mem0s & mom HIVHw B 0O Bedmd.
0y 9CE® 250 0@ e ¥Y WD G BweE IBem
BuemO O&h I m0m HIVme 00neds’ §eE Bmxy
DO B & Bwy & emEes’0  9EE0m w0,
Bwowd »ned 00Cwd 0® HPITVHE O yoOsI.
Ben® D a8 BB ¢dddDm e 8@ BB & ewwd
©0ded 5B 08 y@remw Om e ge WO BweEo
. 08 yaEms Bedmyd B RN Hwstes) e®im
yeodaed ¢?

O 9. D ed BEORBNELT Owmo
(orenryLllg (). FTeiTery BliTLOEVBTSH60T)
(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)
058 SdHFTmed.

O @RS ©ed®Bow DWwmo

(orenrflg QFanmer CFwdlbis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

e, O5IEnOAR. a8 & o s Jew ecewsI® -
Com0 D eRedsT 8w OB edsy- S8R WITTHO.
OO0 gw BBOW WS»D m»O 8 I BOG HITHO.

@G 9. DG BEORBNEHT Dm0
(omevsrL L@ @). FreiTerv Bl Lo6VBTE6dT)
(The Hon. 1. Charles Nirmalanathan)
@ rremTHs Sewwdsi HeuisGer, Herml.

OO Gt HOBROA, O gdenEE »W weg Indian
trawlers @®asIRews’. cned Osisnced, GEAD,
BDBEes»dY, Jaffna v» yedade ¢wd Pyed vsis I BmO=
Boeadmon. Indian trawlersdEsy w® ¢® a8Ec & gwd
5@ O, OO yodadc DS y&d Indian trawlersdEx¥
®usy aCe® Om »OVO® B g  OIznded
edneE yodned eugus€wun Gwo.

@G WO Sededms Dwnms (B88nc; Oyxd, 888
Ofess o gudwsy g B8O, BOS Do eDEDD,
AYe» (DS WOgn ¥ Ows guDGB  Coxss
3@ &)

(omevsr i@ &HepFer alCmGssT - SjeVBIGTY LB6sTa6l, Hedresl i
BT 61T, (B)DTEVHEMET UaTT & GH6V, HLMHEDTLHE &I6HM (LpdmigH6T
el B, LLBTET HLHEDTIHL epiausLEHsT LHMID et
TOMILS @I TERTEIE S eHLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera - State Minister of
Ornamental Fish, Inland Fish and Prawn Farming, Fishery
Harbour Development, Multiday Fishing Activities and Fish
Exports)

OO OEROB, 00 evedc Emned OxIrmced® BIwo.

@G 9. DG ed BEORDNELT Owmo
(orenTfl@ (). FTeirery BliTLOEVBTSH60T)
(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)
RID® ®D BDed Y 053, O5IENCe® &5 B! (=o.

O B0 Sedeldms Svm

(orerfl@ sepFer alCnGssr)

(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)

RN BDD red BrNIe® SVFBHEHD yodneddd
® O BE3Fsvemw W»Er. ©O Bewdes 0 ©wIsBn®B,
GO0 @8 woem »YTBEede m©On OmdE o®
8EAed »8m wPD qBO BE. ¢BOC BB
a0 OB Bedrles’. vyBe 2 BBsvedd MT New

Diamond e»9%000 m»OgnOEO 8m ©»&ed oo
8B 0wicdsIm 8¢ Hem. OO Bwo qud wipp sHEHO
BReads oy & Ded® 0mBR-19 aemnos dF¥m ged
@208 ®OEDRS Bedmrds, YT a8 ¢ae@dd gdens J&to
D OBIesY e BWEo. ¢’ ©® v® BiFvew »OYD
8¢ 005, 988 2» BBved & yodnwd 9@ quomteidn’
Bw.

©C @. Do BEORBNEBT Dm0

(orevrLyfl@ @). FTeiTerv [BlTLO6VBTSH60T)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

®0T D0 Dededmd Cueds HOBNOB, ©RewI®
EBB. ¢ I® Bwemd, Navy om0 =RBaeeo,
B50B8BR®0 Buc ydme 8l »osim yodsy BweE.
O® 0® O NEDI. OO griery OIHNCEd. e® B e¢m-
DD PNCD FAED DEDENO, ¢z’ »O8 Indian trawlers
OBewsy guwd Ofes’. @ncd D& ¥ gwd Ombd.
Ssed gnen On Du »8 Navy dewmxsy & qwd
yadmew ¢ ®e®. gons D00 e®imn mimtesy sywi.
330 BB BeRBID), PBIEW JBEWD HW D LD
Wosiesy D esimde Be. &n »O8 ydmwe. &8
edHEm wmoe-

O3S 2005 Sedesmnc Dvm

(revryfl@ sepFer allCnGssr)

(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)

@0 Bewdds 0 ©0sBneB, o® @edid wden’
ern® BBO Ju B OB G BNV VeV Fw BB G WC
Byem. 900 ONEROA, 8 DoBReds »O8 Beslen’.
IR Buy yadvw 3. su8e 2» BBsw gned «©®
DI D Byewn. & 8D a8 Sody 00m
»PBBR@ O B WEr. F yodawsd D@ oo
088 e @8 ¢l ®mOgn WOmD. ged Gyg B0
CCCumw WO 8388 9xmd 5O, 988edl & Bucecsn
@l qRe.dd oxtm 8 BmOYH WIm. HO e®imdr vl
end® yamwer Beadmd 5@ IR gsd 928sn womIH.
®® evedn Bwd ©EYd OB PR dw BiFvemws
Hood.

®©C @. DoFed BEOR®NEBT Wm0

(omessTyifl@ (). FTeiTerv BTLOEVBTSH65T)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

RINOTE @ed yoldnwd OmemO s Basis.
om0 2ud Bedm ydm VIR an® ecsim
SIS N

O35 205 Sedeedmnc Dvm

(orevsryfl@ &epFar allCmGasr)

(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)

Sgv Dmed OmemO 38 VIR BesTHH®. [t
BB

@G 9. DoFed BEORDNEST Dm0
(omessryfl@ @). FTeiTerv BTLOEVBTH63T)
(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)
@hFlwrail_ib eresresr 2 gailenwids CsiLigy)?

@0 Berdts w0 89rsBn®)

(wrevrfl@ Gusseflet LIrdls sallgFreri ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.



1041 ZlelelclCka 1) 1042

@G 9. D ed BEORBNEST Wm0

(orer Ll (). FTeirery BlTLOEVBTSH60T)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

Bhisst  sr@euswriqwiengs  srraillLmev,
jsuisaflid srer Csla GouswrH. Briser shsred Casl g

BITBISET
wrl_@Lmib.

OG0 Diggedd NI O (B OB
8@ &)

(oreworyll®  uraGseu  BrewITWSESTT - B 6ULPBIGH6D
O|EOLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of Water

Supply)
380 Jed) @Iy DY BIMWL.

@G 9. DG BEOR®NEHT Dvmo
(omevsrLLll@ @). FreiTerv Bl Lo6VBTE6dT)
(The Hon. 1. Charles Nirmalanathan)
DD, DO OO HOBROB, @8 &S5y5000-

O DoggedD BN NS OW

(omevsr i@ eurTaHGoheu HTEwTTIWSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

RO 9BI8wWedsY ¢ 9ECH»HD, VIR ed
DCW VO OBIB). e HIHO IROBIE Bwmrd,
9538w000sY #BEFE el @ aEE»d BwEr. ©»®
OB D @Y.

@G 9. DG BEOR®NEST Dvmo
(omevsrL L@ @). FreiTerv Bl Lo6VBTG60T)
(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)
& oem 005 8. J ¢ edmE BRI DRI B

OO Bendss 0% 88rIsBn®)

(omrevsr i@ Gupsseflsr Urds sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne.
You have six minutes.
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WHO Sri Lanka Annual Report 2016 states, 1 quote:

“Steadfast political commitment helped the country achieve
major gains in 2016. Sri Lanka withstood pressure from the food
and beverage industry and introduced traffic light labelling on
sugary food and drinks. Tobacco taxation was increased
significantly despite resistance.

There will be many challenges ahead as the country gears
towards plain packaging, introducing stricter tobacco and alcohol
control legislation and extension of the traffic light labelling system.
WHO will continue to support the country in its mission to resist
industry interference and address the growing challenge of NCDs.

Sri Lanka is one of six countries for targeted WHO support on
NCD prevention and control from all three levels of the organization
- WHO Headquarters, WHO Regional Office for South-East Asia
and WHO Country Office for Sri Lanka. This will provide a major
boost to the country’s efforts to reduce the NCD burden.”
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte.
You have seven minutes.
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(oreryllg @uwsseallsr rds sallereri jsuraer)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage. You have six
minutes.

[3.22 p.m.]

®5 DN ®Oed dvTSw

(oressrfl@ (Hpwd)) Lwestr &08s%)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, as this is my
Maiden Speech, the Hon. Hesha Withanage has offered
me a few minutes of his time as well.

Sir, firstly, I would like to congratulate the Hon.
Speaker, the Hon. Deputy Speaker and you, Hon. Deputy
Chairman of Committees, on the appointments you have
received in the Ninth Parliament of Sri Lanka. I also hope
and anticipate that you would carry out your duties
equally and fairly to every Member of this Parliament.

Sir, I wish to thank the 2.7 million voters of this
country who voted for the Samagi Jana Balawegaya,
which I represent here today, at the last General Election.
The voters vested their trust in the Hon. Sajith Premadasa
and his team. Being a new Party with a life of just six
months, I think it is a great achievement for us to sit here
today as the main Opposition. Sir, I also wish the Hon.
Sajith Premadasa, the Leader of the Opposition, all the
best. It is with great honour and respect that I thank the
Hon. Sajith Premadasa, the Leader of the Opposition and
the Leader of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya and the Hon.
Ranjith Madduma Bandara, the General Secretary of the
Samagi Jana Balawegaya for accepting me, for trusting
me and giving me the opportunity to serve the nation as a
Member of Parliament. Not forgetting the least, the pillar
of strength behind me and who has always been beside
me throughout my life in my achievements, the man who
made possible the Samagi Jana Balawegaya, my husband
Mr. Senaka de Silva. I thank him dearly with great
appreciation.

Sir, I would like to read out a quote of a great lady the
world has recognized as the “Iron Lady”, former Prime
Minister of the UK, Mrs. Margaret Thatcher. She said, I
quote:

“Any women who understands the problems of running a home will
be nearer to understanding the problems of running a country.”

Sir, I wish to bring to the attention of this Parliament
about the women of this country, who represent 52 per
cent of the population of Sri Lanka. Fifty six per cent out
of these 52 per cent of women vote at every election in
this country, which means they create leaders, create
governments and give their support towards the progress
of the nation. But, unfortunately, we only listen to
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fairytales regarding women in this country. We have
never seen any steps being taken with regard to women
for the last so many years of politics in this country.
Today, we have a mere 5 per cent of women
Representatives in this supreme Parliament itself and I
would like to say that no one and no government has
worked towards the protection of women.

Women go through so much of violence - domestic
violence, rape and harassment - on a daily basis in this
country, and I wish to say that I represent them in this
supreme Parliament.

®0 Bewdss 02 e3wsBn®r

(oreryllg Guwsseallsr rds sallereri jsurger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage, you have only one more
minute left.

O VBN ©®ed DTS w

(oreryflg (Hmwg)) Lwenr &wGs)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage)

Sir, as I said at the beginning, could I have a few
minutes from the time allotted to the Hon. Hesha
Withanage?

OO Bendss w07 88IsB®)
(oreryflg Gusseallsr Nrds sallareri ojsuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

He has not indicated anything about time allocation.

O DN ©®ed IS w

(omevsrLil@ (S mLog)) Lwerr &0Cs)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage)

He offered me, anyway. Sir, can I just have two more
minutes, please?

So, Sir, that is about women.

Also, there is another serious issue today in Sri Lanka
and that is the abuse of innocent children in the country.
Innocent children are being abused on a daily basis. At
this present moment, while I am speaking, there is so
much of child abuse going on in this country and I see
that nothing is being done about it. Sir, if you need a
report from the NCPA, I have a report here which states
that 5,000 children have been abused during the first part
of the year 2020 and we are still in the ninth month.
Where does that take us?

Sir, I actually would like to thank the Prime Minister,
the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, because he took action
within 24 hours on something which I raised in a certain
television programme. It is regarding the young children
who have been living in prison from birth until the age of
six with their imprisoned mothers in this country, for no
crime they have committed. Where are we heading with
the new generation, the future of this nation? We need to
address this issue because it is a serious issue. So, I
request His Excellency President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and
the Hon. Prime Minister to do something about it because
as citizens, as parents and as responsible adults of this

country, it is a shame for us to see the future of our
country just fading through our hands.

Sir, I would also like to say a few words in my mother
tongue, if you do not mind.

OO Bewdus 02 eswinBn®r

(oressryfl@ & wohseflsr LTls sallFrert o)euirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Your time is up. Please wind up soon.

OO DN ©O®ed DwISw

(revrfl@ (S podl) Lwerr &wCs)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage)
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(oressryfl @ & wosellsr Lrdls sallareri ojeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara. You have
seven minutes.

[e.20.3.31]

@G (290008 w) Go8xF B &S Dwmo

(wrevryfl@ (CurrAflwir) repdld LessrLmr)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara)
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(oreryflg Gussallsr Lrds sallareri ojauider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Hon. Hesha Withanage. You have six
minutes.

[e.90.3.38]

®G @B Smomed Dvmo

(wresrflg Caner allgrarGs)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage)
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(orerfl@ @wsseflsr Nrdd salleFreri Hjauider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(oressryfl @ Gwossellsr Lrdls sallarart Sjeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you.

The next speaker is the Hon. Lalith Ellawala. You
have seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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Hon. Member, your time is up. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is Hon. (Dr.) V. Radhakrishnan. You
have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ashoka Priyantha. You
have seven minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Ajith Rajapakse to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Shasheendra Rajapaksa- State Minister of Paddy
and Grains, Organic Food, Vegetables, Fruits, Chillies,
Onion and Potato Cultivation Promotion, Seed Production
and Advanced Technology Agriculture)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Ajith Rajapakse do now
take the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola - State Minister
of Skills Development, Vocational Education, Research and
Innovation)
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(oreirfl@ &.all. allsGsarsiveurssr)

(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)

Hon. Presiding Member, I thank you for giving me
this  opportunity to speak at this Debate.
Sir, I find that this Government is proposing to give fillip
to local production partly by its taxation scheme. We
welcome such initiative. My Party, the Thamizh Makkal
Thesiya Kootani, has enthroned self-government
politically, self-sufficiency economically and self-reliance
individually and socially as its goals. Working towards
self-sufficiency in production and other economic sectors
is the need of the hour. With so much of foreign debt to
be serviced, we need to work towards self-sufficiency and
to conserve our foreign exchange. There are many
theories in this regard.

A World Bank expert met me once when I was the
Chief Minister. He had noted that our farmers hardly
made ends meet by paddy cultivation. Therefore, he
proposed that we should not produce paddy at great cost
since rice was available cheaply in countries like
Thailand. He was thinking globally. He suggested that we
should try other crop production. I told him that apart
from our people preferring red rice to white rice, however
much the cost of production might be, we must continue
to produce our basic staple food with modern production
methods to be in readiness for any emergency. Suppose
production from Thailand and other countries gets
delayed unduly due to war or other reasons, we would
find it difficult to feed ourselves is what I told him. His
answer was that we could get rice from some other
country. I was not satisfied with that since war times can
be tricky.

The recent COVID-19 pandemic has taught us the
need to become self-sufficient in our food requirements.
We must produce more than merely to make ourselves
self-sufficient. We must export the excess; we must add
value to our production. It is the Government’s duty to
facilitate considerable production, granting many
subsidies, relevant production auxiliaries, advice towards
value addition and help to export our products.
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Sir, our Party has started popularizing home gardens
in the North. More and more of our people are now
growing at least some of their daily requirement of
vegetables in their home gardens. I, for one, in my
retirement, before being forced into politics, used to grow
a lot of vegetables in my roof garden in our Colombo
house. A journey towards self-sufficiency would help our
war-affected people immensely. To a country faced with
innumerable economic setbacks, ensuring such journey
towards self -sufficiency would be the ideal way forward.

Giving fillip to local production would also generate
employment to our people. Unemployment in our war-
affected areas have exceeded 10 per cent while the
national average of unemployment is less than 6 per cent.
We need to take immediate steps to reduce
unemployment in the war-affected areas. Increasing
production after due planning would ensure decrease in
unemployment and give impetus to development. We
must ensure that at least one person in every family has
employment. That would, in turn, reduce the number of
families living under the poverty line.

Sir, speaking of the North and the East, agriculture is
the mainstay of the economy there. Around 40 per cent of
our people are farmers. But, some of our people have
been unable to do farming in their own traditional lands in
recent times. You would remember that very recently, a
venerable bhikkhu, a member of the Presidential Task
Force for Archaeological Heritage Management in the
Eastern Province, prevented the farmers from entering
nearly 1,000 acres coming under the Trinco-Kuchchaveli
Pradeshiya Sabha Division in Thiriyayi, stating that
certain paddy lands were archaeological sites. The
farmers have been prevented from -continuing their
cultivation activates during this season. Those among us
who argue that the Provinces must not be given land
powers should take notice of this. A bhikkhu from
nowhere comes and prevents our people from
participating in their traditional agricultural pursuits.

Sir, are we interested in rallying all the communities
and taking the country forward towards economic
regeneration or are we interested in subjugating one
community under the pretext of preserving archaeological
sites at the expense of economic development and
regeneration? We have not even identified the so-called
archaeological sites, as to whether they belong to the time
when those areas were occupied by Tamil Buddhists or
Sinhala Buddhists. If those so-called sites were Buddhist
remains from the time of Demala Baudhayos, the decision
to preserve those sites must come from the Tamils of
those areas and not from a pan-Sinhala task force. Let us
first have a commission consisting of Sinhala, Tamil,
Muslim and foreign historians well versed in the South
Asian history to sit and identify the period when the
Sinhala language was born. Buddhism and Sinhalese are
not coextensive, Sir.

I find no reference to the immediate economic
development of the war-affected areas. It is high time that
we decide to give priority treatment to the war-affected
areas to develop them quickly, if need be, with aid from

countries like Japan who came forward earlier to help us.
This would help the Central Government as well as the
war-affected areas by attracting urgent foreign exchange
into the country.

There are two types of challenges we face in the
North and the East in promoting economic recovery: one
relates to administration, the other being the practical
problems. Administratively, there has so far been a top-
down attitude in deciding what is good for the North and
the East. All economic planning was done in Colombo
and thrust upon us at the periphery. Such planning never
took into account our identity, our terrain, our climatic
conditions, our culture and our way of life. Our public
officers and local experts were not consulted when
planning was done in Colombo. We lacked the power and
authority to plan and execute what was best for us. I say
so because I found this to be so when I was the Chief
Minister of the Northern Province. The other challenge
our people face is the practical difficulties. Even
electricity metre readers are now brought from outside
the Province. This way, our locals are continuing to be
unemployed. Another example is the presence of the
military who occupy valuable land. They are a hindrance
to our progress.

I referred to the intrusion of the Buddhist priests of
the Presidential Task Force for Archaeological Heritage
Management a little while ago. In Sinhala, there is a
beautiful phrase as to what they do - "8& vwmos".

OO o306 OIE @

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLGTHRIGD 2 mILILNeTT Sj6uissi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@0 OEROB, A0 Bwdn mnEe ¢dwmd.

oS 8.8. 8FesIEgDssY ®wno
(oressrfl@ &.all. allsGarsiveurssr)
(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)
Just give me one more minute, Sir.
So, Sir, intrusion by outsiders prevents our progress.

Let me conclude by congratulating the Government
for promoting self-sufficiency and self-reliance in the
field of economic development whilst, at the same time,
pointing out the need to allow our people in the North
and the East to mind their own business unhampered by
outside influences while still continuing to be part of the
same polity.

I thank you, Sir.

O §Roe306:8) O E @0

(oressLfl @ BV STHRIGD o ML Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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King Pasenadi Kosol described his fifth dream out of
the sixteen dreams to Lord Buddha as "I saw an
extraordinary horse which had two mouths on either side
of its head being fed on both sides at once. It was eating
greedily." Then, the Lord Buddha replied, “Dear King,
when the world is nearing its end, the rulers that come to
power are so irresponsible, they appoint greedy men to
the high chair of law. These deceitful judges, blind to the
truth and honesty, take bribes from both parties like the
voracious horse with two mouths.”
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.

Debate to be resumed on Thursday, 10th September, 2020.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.26 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 10th September,2020.
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