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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. MAHINDA YAPA
ABEYWARDANA] in the Chair.
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(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

Sir, a point of Oder is being raised. - [Interruption.]
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(An Hon. Member)
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AFFIRMATION: THE HON. HALKANDALIYA
LEKAMALAGE PREMALAL JAYASEKARA
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The Hon. Halkandaliya Lekamalage Premalal Jayasekara made
and subscribed the Affirmation required by Law, and singed in the Book
at the Table.
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(An Hon. Member)
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(An Hon. Member)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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@0 DONEDROB, 1 @em®  ereddewrsy
RID@e0sY 9EE 835D 66D D1DEGIED 20508 WS
Beds Dimse-ned DO o1 85 I Bwed. “The seat
of a Member shall become vacant -

“Shall” Becy »08 Bedztesd. “May’ omned.
“Shall” B000®, 8.8C. 83 9Bn® Bem BIwO
RIn®ed aBOne aBd® e0mD), ©O WILNGHROA.
RIN® Bevsy gwsim HOOH, On®ed nEme H8 »H®
bovded el edsimy @y BwEs. o 8.0, 88
#3OBR® cFvdeE 0. In® e®ev® Bwm: “The
meaning of those provisions is apparent on the face of the
legal provision. There is no discretion vested in the
Speaker”. @2n®0 gBOnwen v BB @ BB
Bandewo Bwsiesy. “There is no discretion vested in the
Speaker” Buee 8.0C. 83 @088 »O8 Busies’, ®d
DOIBTNEHDOB.

OO DAIBNWBDR O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

DIC®D ©5 EODD), ©C; OBIEROA.

o6 eBEe AB8aEe @vwm

(orenTLfl@ svFagLosir slifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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O|EDLDEFFIT)

The Hon. Priyankara Jayaratne - State Minister of Foreign
Employment Promotion and Market Diversification)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Please, do not disturb. - [[nterruption.] 8.03. 88e
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OO DOIBNBDHD O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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Q@I g@PRO 9ReHID BERIH ocsim. 8an®
B8EnC: e¢¥m, 00 Cotd @emdbs gRmHOA. [P
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®O OB BNWGE NS BWm0

(omessTyLfl@ eI BTEROTTISSTT)

(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
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©0 erld @&mdidm Owm (Beden goimdxs ©®»
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Foreign and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)

O DONEDROB, ged 8Eed®sInDO- [P BHBO]
@01 DDBNIBROB, EEe®sIned oo ©BFOsewH,
HBNDO OOED @D BOFO® ¢ O P BOJewmwme
BeHHens e B8 ®nd Bedimrewsy a® &, ©B0dew
02000880 ® ¥y OIFOcwm »SWd Yymn B30T oy
28Be®@sTnD0 uB&h®0 adwd 9CEC dIn® 988wd
5180 &HO0 wy HG® 800 ety ¢ Bewdvnw 3388 egd®ciE
Bwedms OEn® ac IR 9280l 2Ho® & Hv©IG&. &
2P0® 2® »@0 Pemd el 88 ydm mOTHO B
a8Bws mwr. It can be done only by way of a Substantive
Motion. It is only by way of a Substantive Motion that
another Hon. Member’s conduct can be questioned. That is
what the Standing Orders state. Just because some Member
gets up and says, “I raise a point of Order”, it is not a point
of Order. An Hon. Member who has taken the Oath before
you, Sir, and taken his Seat has equal rights and
responsibilities as other Hon. Members do. So, the Hon.
Member who came and took Oath before you today has his
rights. If there is a legal matter, it is up to the courts to
decide. ®® Ben G DB DHOB, & 9E 1 BS5D ©@®
28Be@InD0 guwin BEOO 9l ocsisy Ot BwEr. [
B3O

BEE D88 0o 80 emIsTedm vmo
(POl wriagsd wrawryll@ Frd CursTGssmT)
(The Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka)

O DHNIBNBHRYOAB, -

OO DOIBTNBDHD Do
(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTdsi)
(The Hon. Speaker)

R0, O8I n®r BuwsIm.

BF0 ®88E ©5 308 emIsTedm vmo

(LFevL wriagev wrewTLldg Frd QUTeTEFsT)

(The Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka)

B0 ®OIBNBDROB, ¢15Y Vod H»HOF wewsy Hew. OO
Be OO0 mO@s BosImd vy & coizn BHOLD, B
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BEO] Pewny gwosizmy Om. gued 0O Hned demmE
BE. 57 NEDI® ©5)0ed® & HBed. [t BBO]

OO ®ONEDHOB, ©0 86 ¢ROV Bu® mer. & &6
QOO ®0 Bud® meg "Wt ¢0deBs." Wiy ¢e0dws
B @ BusTesy e@ime,-

B0 DIBNBHD S

(orehTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©C OGNS, amdas WODOERD wslesy BAD
R yadm @ 539D 5O eeS.

BED D88E 00 880 emisieesdmo Dwm

(Pl riagsd wrenryLilg Frd urerGssT)

(The Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka)

O DOIBNBDROB, B0 0® I Bwsim 98 e¢sin. ©®
o0y eme HOB mOsTesy.

OO DIBNBHD S

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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OB 7. DO BBI® V1.

BED D88E 05 8305 emisieesdm Dwm
(POl wriaged wresryilg Frd QursrGssT)

(The Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka)

®0 8¢ 000D ofd Busin 9l ecsin. [P BB

B0 DIBNBHD S

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©® OO0 BWIED WIEG BNEB D).

B D88E 05 830 emisieesdm Dwm

(Pl wriagsd wresryLilg Fré QurerGasT)

(The Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka)

©0 00D od Bwusim 98 E¢sI® OO B DIBNWHHOA.

OO DIBNBHD O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidseir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

S0 »OB VIO ¢dEHD ey, Busim Bedm of
emIers’ BwsIs.

B D88E 05 830 emisieesdmo Dvm

(Pl wriags) wresryllg Frd QuresrGasT)

(The Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka)

om3ews’ nO8 Bwustesd O ®OIBNGDHOB. [P
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Bewlo meg 0mO By HondsB. »fed yhssB
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OO DOIBTNWBDHD O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(LFevL wriagev wrewTld Frd QuTeTEaFaT)

(The Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka)
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@rles RN BwEr. ODemO, ®1 M ¢ B &6
¢ROOY, -"owid 80 ¢caPOR" Bus) Om OO exnBwr 95IH®
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DD »znem RBDD, "Seb oxim ememmO
28B00n00  Oxmy  gdws o' B &
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28B00Ined w1B8D10DEO wYwId edBI®, Sricw eI
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(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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(POl wriagsd Tyl Frd CursTGssT)

(The Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka)

DEOITHIO B0 Digen 5O ¥ WO e BV
Bus SO enens @uin.

OO DOIBTNBHD Do

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTdsi)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@® »8) Briced 00w 90 S0 BudsIm®:

“.....it is the view of this Court that the Petitioner would be clothed
with all the rights of an elected Member of Parliament.”

So, we will have to adhere to it.
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(worenrfl@ aniflsr LieTThg!)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

OO ®OITNERDOB, W€ VO @DFD @¢sIs.
[@220 BBO®]

®©0; OBsiemsie geFoded wmr (B E®
3@om1r®)
(Tl wanlbsTaThs YNSHWES - HWGHESTL
S|OLFFIT)

(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage - Minister of
Agriculture)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

a8 BuEemo0 gduEhd ecsim points of Order 988wz
DOBID. [Pt BEO]

OO DAIBNWBDR O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©® BR300 wwed mOYR 98880 eom ws¥m 8
@O, [ BBO] 157 & s 9OI&.

@S 85T YmsIg Swmo

(omevsryLll@ amfler LiFeTThH!)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

©0 & »f) BId Bwdsis 98 ecsIm.

OO DAIBNWBSDR O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

& 58 BId Ood ol BedmDo. [P BB

@S 85T YymsIg Swmo

(oreryfl@ apfer LieTThg!)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

®Oemd OO gD eemtm. In O5IFOcwmed
288w, 8000 Bewln 210 amd, there is a stranger in the
House. - [@a0 B38] ©0 08 o e¢sin.

OO DAIBNWBSDR O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0T 0357 Yol OEROB, VIR©ed mCenw
BosI.

®0 85T Ymoslg Swmo

(orenTLfl@ aniflsr LiesTThgI)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

@01 ®ONIW™ROB, 00 00 oygeEIE dwewdmd
OEn® ©wdw B ouvednlm yEmBW ©0edB. ©o
DOIBNEDROB, VIO Bwy 0m0®0 gOHCD 0® »E
Briged e®ewn® Bedmda. I quote:

“So the question of sitting and voting does not arise before us and as
the passage clearly indicates, it is the province of the speaker to deal
with that matter or any other competent body. What is before us is a
challenge to the letter....”

O® 0® »f) BrId BwInm* WD,

* gedmmoced P g .
* BreafleeViIgBIe) oS BLILIL. (BETTENS).
* Placed in the Library.
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Ben 000 Hoewns oxcd, 90 0dm o®immte BeEo
Basiny. & 58 Brigd OO wwinm mEo. [P BES]
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DGO OB IO 1D BwW® WO CE W DWW
@088 DCHDO..." DA guim. [ BBO] e@imaie,
point ©m? ®& ®OBNEHBROB, Ved 9ERON Beamd.
Com0ed B0 ¢HO® Bwu® edEr Bedn 8Rsio wBesmo
@0l eI gD O ecsiny! AP Bw @d:!

©6 OB emsIe agFo@ed dnm

(oreryfl@ wadlbsrerhs jeiseswEs)
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[At this stage, some Members of the Opposition walked out of the
Chamber.]
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Sir, I propose that the Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam do now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

THE HON. SHANAKIYAN RAJAPUTHIRAN RASAMANICKAM
took the Chair.
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(omevsTL L0l @ SePVMLSTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTH6lT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam please. You have 15
minutes.

[4.06 p.m.]
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(orenryll@ &f.ef. GursiTesribLIsVID)

(The Hon. G. G. Ponnambalam)

Mr. Presiding Member, I was actually hoping to
congratulate the Hon. Deputy Speaker on his election.
Unfortunately, he left the chair before I could do that.

Sir, the Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon.
(Prof.) Ranjith Bandara states in its second paragraph
about the Central Bank Report for 2019. It states, I quote:

“Specially the Report has presented the background
required to gain a comprehensive understanding on the
massive setback the economy of our country has suffered
within the period from 2015-2019 as compared to 2005-2015,
in a scientific manner. Further, the content of this report can
be made use of, to identify these sectors we need to pay our
attention to determine the Macroeconomic targets we plan to
achieve and to identify the policy strategies in the formation of
policies in the coming years.”

In that respect, Sir, I wish to point out to you that the
respected Governor of the Central Bank, Professor W.D.
Lakshman, visited Jaffna. In today’s newspapers,
particularly in the “Daily FT”, there is a news item which
states that he had many meetings. Sir, the news item titled
“Central Bank Chief visits Jaffna, discusses financial
inclusion and regulation” in the "Daily FT" of today
states, I quote:

“The meeting was held to gain insight on issues
encountered by the public in dealing with formal and informal
financial institutions, including the micro-finance institutions
and to look for participatory solutions for the issues.”

Sir, the question of debt, particularly with regard to
microfinance became a suicidal issue in the North and the
East, soon after the war. This Adjournment Debate tries to
portray the Central Bank Report as something that only
points out the disastrous situation of the country from
2015 to 2020. But, if you actually look at the situation of
the people of the North and the East, particularly the
Tamil people who had faced a war for nearly 30 years,
where their areas were declared "no-go zones", where
complete economic embargoes were very rigorously
adhered to for so many decades, you would see that those
people today lag behind 30 years in their economic
strength; they are unable to compete. Their financial

situation is so dire that soon after the war, when the
incumbent Hon. Prime Minister was President and also
the Finance Minister then, these microfinance institutions
sprung up like mushrooms. They sprung up because those
people affected by war for over 30 years were asked to
compete with the rest of the country with absolutely no
effort made to try and create a level playing field for
them, to create a situation where you can have some
progressive policies declared for the North-East, the war-
affected area, to protect those people’s economy first,
allowing it to somehow grow to a point where those
people can, to some extent at least, try and compete with
the rest of the country. None of that was done.

On the contrary, the then Government just turned a
complete blind eye and allowed all sorts of institutions to
spring up. As a result, those people, when they were
asked to compete with the rest of the country, were forced
to take loans. That is what actually happened. And they
took loans. They took loans to the extent that these
scrupulous financial institutions bankrupted them. The
suicide rate in the North and the East increased not just
among smallholders, but even among middle to large-
scale businessmen who were unable to furnish their loans.
The rate of suicide among the business community and
traders in the North and the East actually increased after
the war. You would expect the situation to be dire
economically during the war, but actually it became far
worse after the war.

So, if you look at the financial situation, particularly
with regard to loans and the debt situation of the people
of the North and the East, you would see that the
foundation for it was laid when His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa was President and the Finance Minister. The
then Governor of the Central Bank is also present here.
However, the previous Governor came out with a report
on microfinances and in fact, said that except for major
recognized banks and major financial institutions, it was
those small, unregulated financial institutions that created
this mess. So, I would suggest that this Government look
into those problems related to microfinances because they
have a duty as it is they who created those particularly in
the North and the East, where those people battered for
over 32 years were forced into that situation. They were
forced into that situation. Even in His Excellency the
President's Policy Statement he said nothing about rights,
but at least he said that when it comes to development he
would create a level playing field regardless of
ethnicities. Then it is a duty upon this Government
because it is they who created this situation back in 2009
to look into it and actually relieve all of those people who
have been plagued by the question of debt. They are
actually in a “death trap”, not a “debt trap.” Therefore, it
is the duty of this Government to do that.

Sir, simply relieving them of the debt situation they
are in today is not going to solve anything unless, as I
said earlier, you have a policy of some sort of
protectionism. Even today, even though it is at a later
stage, 10 or 11 years later, to help those people to protect
their economy first and then to allow them to grow it to
an extent where they can, in fact, compete with the rest of
the country.



979 208800 980

[0 &.8. 00535 @E® @wnn]

Sir, this report I have here talks quite eloquently of the
situation right up till 2015. But, there is this huge
problem. His Excellency the President in his Policy
Statement said - I actually welcomed it in my intervention
- that he is going to give deeds to people who have
permit lands traditionally, but because of various reasons,
which have not been formalized. So, he says that he is
going to give them deeds. But, whilst this is the approach
that should ideally be practised, the reality on the ground,
Sir, is shocking.

In Kokilai West, Kokkuthoduvai North and
Kokkuthoduvai South in the Mullaitivu District, there are
2524 acres of land belonging to 601 Tamils. Those are
deed lands as well as permit lands. Seven hundred and
eighty four acres of those 2,524 acres have already been
given to Sinhalese people who are not from that area in
violation of the Tamil people’s rights. This is happening
in Amaiyankulam, Munthirikaikulam, Sambankulam and
Manal Kerni. Tamil people who have deed lands and
permit lands in those areas, which comprise of 784 acres,
are not even allowed to enter because the military is
preventing them and those 784 acres are being allowed to
be farmed exclusively by Sinhalese who never had any
say or right to that area. The remaining 1,740 acres have
been brought under the Mahaweli “L” Zone Scheme. The
Divisional Secretariat of Karathuraipattu had given
permission under Circular 2013/1 issued by the Land
Commissioner for the land to be irrigated by people to
whom that land belongs. But, the Mahaweli Authority
intervened and had told the people that those lands come
under its authority and the Divisional Secretary does not
have the authority to allow the people to farm there and is
now putting roadblocks. They are putting roadblocks to
the extent that the Forest Department and the Department
of Wildlife Conservation are cooperating with the
Mahaweli Authority without providing any form of
assistance for these people to go there. They are not
allowing the mechanized farming gear to be taken to that
area; roads are in a terrible state and there is no transport
whatsoever. Farmers who take long knives to cut through
heavy growth - because they have not been able to farm
those lands- are not allowed to take those. That is the
pathetic situation faced by them.

But, here we are speaking and commending ourselves
today with regard to the Central Bank Report when those
people, who have been so poor, who have not
been able to farm in those areas because of 30 years of
war and who are trying only now to start their lives, are
being prevented even now. The same situation prevails -
Sir, I just want to mention the areas - in Vavuniya North

and Nedunkeni where you have Maruthodai,
Paddikudiyiruppu, Katkulam, Mannakulam,
Puliyankulam North, Kanchuramoddai and

Vinangupiddy. There are 960 acres, again belonging to
the Tamil people in those areas, which the military is
preventing those people from farming.

Sir, T just would like to mention one other matter.
Former President Maithreepala Sirisena was here at the
beginning of the Debate on this Adjournment Motion. He,

in fact, visited that area and when he visited the area,
those 960 acres of land were being allowed by the
military to be farmed by Sinhala people who actually do
not belong to that area at all; they never had any say
historically over that land. When he went there, these
complaints were made. When he heard about those
complaints, he actually told those very Sinhalese farmers,
“Look, it is not fair. These Tamil people who have been
farming these areas traditionally must be allowed to
farm”. After he made those statements, if I am not
mistaken, actually, those created controversy not only
amongst the Sinhala people there but certainly amongst
those in the rest of the country.

Since that is the situation, Sir, if this Central Bank
Report is to be taken seriously, I think the Government
must act on the ground and in fact, show its bona fides
with regard to these wonderful words that they come out
with from time to time. If the people on the ground
continue to commit suicide because they are forced to
take debt which they can never hope to repay, then, there
is something wrong.

Thank you.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.35 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 09th September, 2020.
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