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XXXIX

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 05™ August, 2020)

A

Abegunawardhana, Rohitha Piyathissa Pahalage (Kalutara)
Abeysinghe, Ashoka (Kurunegala)

Abeywardhana, Yapa Mahinda (Matara)

Adaikkalanathan, A. (Vanni)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperum, Dalas (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Alles, Tiran (National List)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda (Mahanuwara)

Amarasena, Thushara Indunil (Kurunegala)

Amarasuriya, Miss Harini (National List)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Anurudhdha, Herath Hitihami Appuhamilage Don Indika (Gampaha)
Appuhami, Makevita Arachchige Don Hector Haijinas (Puttalam)
Arambepola, Mrs. Wijayapala Sri Narayana Wasala Bandaranayake Mohottalalage Seetha Kumari (National List)
Arasan, Thavaraja Kalai (National List)

Ashoka, Priyantha (Puttalam)

Ataullah, Ahmad Lebbe Marikkar (Digamadulla)

Athukorala, Amarakeerthi (Polonnaruwa)

Athukorala, Athukoralalage Pelawatthe Kapila Nuwan (Trincomalee)
Athukorala, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

Athukoralage, Kariyawasam Chaminda Sampath (Galle)

Attanayake, Attanayake Mudiyanselage Kudabanda Tissa (National List)
Azmi, Mohamed Faleel Marjan (National List)

B

Balasuriya, Tharaka (Kegalle)

Bandara, Rajapakshe Wasala Tennakoon Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Bandara, Shantha (Kurunegala)

Bandara, Wasantha Yapa (Mahanuwara)

Bathiutheen, Abdul Rizhaak (Vanni)

Berugoda, Vijitha (Moneragala)

C
Cabraal, Ajith Nivard (National List)
Chandrakanthan, Sivanesathurai (Batticaloa)
Chandrasena, S.M. (Anuradhapura)
Cumaratunga Gevindu (National List)
D

Dasanayake, Don Arthar Chamara Sampath (Badulla)
Denipitiya, Sudarshana (Badulla)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)
De Silva, Ginige Mahendra Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, H.M. Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)

De Silva, Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Silva, Shan Vijayalal (Galle)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Duminda (Anuradhapura)

Dissanayaka, Rohana (Matale)
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Dissanayaka, Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)

Dissanayake, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (National List)

Dissanayake, S.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Dissanayake, Mrs. Wijekoon Mudiyanselage Manjula Wijekoon (National List)
Dodangoda, Isuru (Galle)

Dolawaththa, Premnath C. (Colombo)

Dushmantha, H.R.S. (Kegalle)

Edirimanna, Arachchige Sanjeeva (Kalutara)
Ellawala, Akila (Ratnapura)
Ellawala, Lalith (Kalutara)

Faizal, Mohamed Cassim Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Johnston (Kurunegala)

Fernanado, Kachcakaduge Nalin Ruwanjiwa (Gampaha)
Fernando, Nalaka Jude Hareen (National List)
Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpetua Sudarshini (Gampaha)
Fonseka, Sarath (Gampaha)

Gajenthiran, Selvarasa (National List)

Galappaththi, Upul Sanjeewa (Hambantota)

Gamage, Mrs. Diana (National List)

Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganeshan, M. (Colombo)

Godahewa, Nalaka (Gampaha)

Gunawardena, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasingha (Colombo)
Gunawardhana, Mrs. Kokila Harshani (Gampaha)
Gunathilaka, Udayakantha (Kegalle)

Gunawardhane, Yadamini Narodama Rupasinghe (National List)

H

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Mahanuwara)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)
Hashim, Kabeer (Kegalle)

Hasim, Abdul Haleem Mohomed (Mahanuwara)
Herath, D.B. (Kurunegala)

Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Charitha (National List)
Herath, Herath Mudiyanselage Vijitha (Gampaha)
Herath, H.M. Samanpriya (Kurunegala)

Herath, Jayarathna (Kurunegala)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)
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Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayantha, S.A (Kalutara)

Jayarathne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayaratne, Anuradha (Mahanuwara)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Halkandaliya Lekamalage Premalal (Ratnapura)
Jayasumana, Channa Sudath (Anuradhapura)

Jayathilake, Withana Pathiranage Milan Sajith (Gampaha)
Jayawardhana, Senadheerage Don Kavinda Heshan (Gampaha)

K

Kariyawasam, Haputhanthri Gamage Sagara (National List)
Karunakaram, Kovinthan (Batticaloa)

Karunathilaka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kavirathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiyegedara Rohini Kumari Wijerathna (Matale)
Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kirindigoda, Udayana Chaminda (Mahanuwara)
Kodithuwakku, Karunadasa (Matara)

Kottegoda, N. Nalaka Bandara (Matale)

Kumar, A. Aravind (Badulla)

Kumar, Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumara, Jagath (Colombo)

Kumarasingha, Mrs. Geetha Samanmalee (Galle)
Kumarasiri, K.P.S. (Anuradhapura)

Lanza, Antony Nimal (Gampaha)
Liyanage, Udagama Liyanage Waruna Priyantha (Ratnapura)
Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)

M

Madduma Bandara, Ratnayake Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Maharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Manjula, L.H. Sudath (Kegalle)

Marikkar, S.M. (Colombo)

Markar, Imitiyas Bakeer (National List)

Masthan, Khadar Khadar (Vanni)

Mayadunna, Chinthaka Amal (Puttalam)

Musammil, Mohomed (National List)

Muszhaaraff, Safiul Muthunabeen Mohamed (Digamadulla)

Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Nalin Manusha (Galle)
Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)

Nandasena, H. (Anuradhapura)

Naseer, Ahamed Zenulabdeen (Batticaloa)

Navarathna, Asanka Samithajeewa (Kurunegala)

Nawananda, Gayashan (Moneragala)

Nelson, Hewa Gajaman Paththinige Kins Kumar (Polonnaruwa)
Nirmalanathan, Iruthayanathan Charles (Vanni)

Nishantha, Sanath (Puttalam)

Noharathalingam, S. (Vanni)
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Palani, T. (Nuwara Eliya)

Pasqual, Anupa Pium (Kalutara)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)
Pathirana, Ramesh (Galle)

Peiris, Gamini Lakshman (National List)

Perera, Bodiyabaduge Dilan Priyanjan Aenslam (Badulla)
Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Ketagoda Gamage Jayantha (National List)

Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Eardley Priyantha (Puttalam)
Piyatissa, Nimal (Nuwara Eliya)

Ponnambalam, Gajenthirakumar Gankesar (Jaftna)

Pradeep, Saman Kumara Udhugoda Rupasinghage (Colombo)
Premadasa, Sajith (Colombo)

Premajayanth, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)

Premarathna, Uddika (Anuradhapura)

Prishanthi, Mrs. Muditha (Ratnapura)

Pushpakumara, A.P. Jagath (Moneragala)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)

Ragawan, Surendra (National List)

Raheem, Abdul Ali Sabri Mohamed (Puttalam)

Rahuman, Mohomed Mujibur (Colombo)

Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksha, Ajith (Hambantota)

Rajapaksha, Chamal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksha, Gunathilaka (Mahanuwara)

Rajapaksha, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksha, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksha, Raja Manthreelage Thilak (Digamadulla)
Rajapaksha, Rajapaksha Pathirannehelage Upul Mahendra (Gampaha)
Rajapaksha, Shashindra (Moneragala)

Rajapaksha, Wijayadasa (Colombo)

Rajapuththiran, Rasamanikkam Saanakkiya Rahul (Batticaloa)
Ramanathan, Angajan (Jaffna)

Ramanayake, A.A. Ranjan Leo Sylvester (Gampaha)
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Rameshwaran, Marudapandy (Nuwara Eliya)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)
Ranathunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)

Ranawaka, Nipuna (Matara)

Ranaweera, Bulathwalage Prasanna (Gampaha)

Rathnasekara, Basnayaka Yasarathnalage Gunapala (Kurunegala)
Rathnayaka, Kumarasiri (Moneragala)

Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Rathwaththe, Lohan (Mahanuwara)

Sabri, Mohomed Uwais Mohomed Ali (National List)
Samarasinghe, Mahinda Buddhadasa (Kalutara)
Sampanthan, Rajavarothayam (Trincomalee)
Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)
Senarathne, Rajitha (Kalutara)

Senewirathna, John (Ratnapura)

Sirisena, Maithreepala (Polonnaruwa)

Siththarththan, Tharumalingam (Jaffna)
Siyambalapitiya, Ranjith (Kegalle)
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Sritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sumanthiran, Mathiyaparanan Abiraham (Jaffna)
Sumith, Udukumburage (Kurunegala)

Suresh, Vadivelu (Badulla)

Thennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)
Thennakoon, Pramitha Bandara (Matale)
Thileepan, Kulasingam (Vanni)

Thisakutti Arachchige, Chaminda Janaka (Badulla)
Thondaman, Jeevan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Muhamedu Shariff (Trincomalee)

Udayakumar, Mailvaganam (Nuwara Eliya)

Vanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithra Devi (Ratnapura)
Vickneshwaran, Canagasabapathy Vishwalingam (Jaffna)
Vidanagamage, Amith Thenuka (Badulla)

Vitharana, Tissa (National List)

Viyalendiran, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Waleboda, Gamini (Ratnapura)

Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkody, Chandima (Galle)

Weerasekara, Sarath (Colombo)

Weerasingha, D. (Digamadulla)

Weerasinghe, Gamage Haththotuwa Weerasumana (Matara)
Weerasinghe, Jayantha (National List)

Weerawansha, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramasinghe, Mrs. Rajika (Kegalle)

Wickremaratne, Iran (National List)

Wijesekera, Kanchana (Matara)

Wijesingha, Herath Mudiyanselage Dharmasena (Moneragala)
Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijesundara, Wijesundara Mudiyanselage Rohana Bandara (Anuradhapura)
Withana, M.W.D. Sahan Pradeep (Gampaha)

Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Vijaya (Ratnapura)
Withanage, Madhura (Colombo)

Yapa, Anura Priyadarshana (Kurunegala)
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DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

PRESIDENT
HIS EXCELLENCY GOTABAYA RAJAPAKSA

CABINET

Prime Minister, Minister of Finance, Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs and Minister of
Urban Development and Housing — The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa

Minister of Irrigation — The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa

Minister of Labour — The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva

Minister of Foreign and the Leader of the House of Parliament — The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena
Minister of Highways and Chief Government Whip — The Hon. Johnston Fernando
Minister of Education — The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris

Minister of Health — The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithra Devi Wanniarachchi

Minister of Fisheries — The Hon. Douglas Devananda

Minister of Transport — The Hon. Gamini Lokuge

Minister of Trade — The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardena

Minister of Public Services, Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. Janaka Bandara Tennakoon
Minister of Wildlife and Forest Conservation — The Hon. R.M.C.B. Rathnayake
Minister of Mass Media — The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella

Minister of Power — The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma

Minister of Industries — The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa

Minister of Environment — The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera

Minister of Lands — The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena

Minister of Agriculture — The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage

Minister of Water Supply — The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara

Minister of Ports and Shipping — The Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana

Minister of Energy — The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila

Minister of Plantation — The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana

Minister of Tourism — The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga

Minister of Youth and Sports — The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa

Minister of Justice — The Hon. Ali Sabry
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STATE MINISTERS

State Minister of Internal Security, Home Affairs and Disaster Management — The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa

State Minister of Foreign Employment Promotion and Market Diversification — The Hon. Piyankara Jayarathne

State Minister of Solar Power, Wind and Hydro Power Generation Projects Development — The Hon. Duminda
Dissanayaka

State Minister of Batik, Handloom and Local Apparel Products —The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara

State Minister of Co-operative Services, Marketing Development and Consumer Protection — The Hon. Lasantha
Alagiyawanna

State Minister of Prison Reforms and Prisoners’ Rehabilitation — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle

State Minister of Coconut, Kithul, Palmyrah and Rubber Cultivation Promotion and Related Industrial Product
Manufacturing and Export Diversification — The Hon. Arundika Fernando

State Minister of Rural Roads and Other Infrastructure — The Hon. Nimal Lanza

State Minister of Wildlife Protection, Adoption of Safety Measures Including the Construction of Electrical Fenc-
es and Trenches and Reforestation and Forest Resource Development — The Hon. Wimalaweera Dissanayaka

State Minister of Warehouse Facilities, Container Yards, Port Supply Facilities and Boats and Shipping Industry
Development — The Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera

State Minister of Vehicle Regulation, Bus Transport Services and Train Compartments and Motor Car Industry —
The Hon. Dilum Amunugama

State Minister of Production and Supply of Fertilizer and Regulation of Chemical Fertilizer and Insecticide Use —
The Hon. Mohan De Silva

State Minister of Dhamma Schools, Bhikku Education, Piriven and Buddhist Universities — The Hon. Vijitha Beru-
goda

State Minister of Land Management, State Enterprises Land and Property Development — The Hon. Roshan Rana-
singhe

State Minister of Gem and Jewellery-related Industries — The Hon. Lohan Ratwaththe

State Minister of Development of Minor Crops Including Sugarcane, Maize, Cashew, Pepper, Cinnamon, Cloves,
Betel Related Industries and Export Promotion — The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura

State Minister of National Heritage, Performing Arts and Rural Arts Promotion — The Hon. Vidura Wickrama-
nayaka

State Minister of Samurdhi, Household Economy, Micro Finance, Self-employment, Business Development and
Underutilized State Resources Development — The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe

State Minister of Company Estate Reforms, Tea Estate Related Crops, Tea Factory Modernization and Tea
Export Promotion — The Hon. Kanaka Herath

State Minister of Rural and Divisional Drinking Water Supply Projects Development — The Hon. Sanath Nishantha

State Minister of Regional Co-operation — The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya

State Minister of Ornamental Fish, Inland Fish and Prawn Farming, Fishery Harbour Development, Multiday
Fishing Activities and Fish Exports — The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera

State Minister of Rural Housing and Construction and Building Material Industries — The Hon. Indika Anurudhdha

State Minister of Canals and Common Infrastructure Development in Settlements in Mahaweli Zones - The Hon.
Siripala Gamalath

State Minister of Tanks, Reservoirs and Irrigation Development Related to Rural Paddy Fields - The Hon. Anura-
dha Jayaratne

State Minister of Postal Services and Professional Development of Journalists — The Hon. Sathasivam. Viyalendiran

State Minister of Rural and School Sports Infrastructure Improvement — The Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage

State Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekara

State Minister of Aviation and Export Zones Development — The Hon. D.V. Chanaka

State Minister of Indigenous Medicine Promotion, Rural and Ayurvedic Hospitals Development and Community
Health — The Hon. Sisira Jayakody

State Minister of Women and Child Development, Preschools and Primary Education, School Infrastructure and
Education Services — The Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva

State Minister of Rattan, Brass, Pottery, Furniture and Rural Industrial Promotion — The Hon. Prasanna Rana-
weera

State Minister of Livestock, Farm Promotion and Dairy and Egg-related Industries — The Hon. D.B. Herath

State Minister of Urban Development, Coast Conservation, Waste Disposal and Community Cleanliness — The
Hon. Nalaka Godahewa

State Minister of Production, Supply and Regulation of Pharmaceuticals — The Hon. (Prof.) Channa Jayasumana

State Minister of Estate Housing and Community Infrastructure — The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman

State Minister of Paddy and Grains, Organic Food, Vegetables, Fruits, Chillies, Onion and Potato Cultivation
Promotion, Seed Production and Advanced Technology Agriculture — The Hon. Shashindra Rajapaksa

State Minister of SKkills Development, Vocational Education, Research and Innovation — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.)
Seetha Arambepola

State Minister of Money and Capital Market and State Enterprise Reforms — The Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabraal
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PARLIAMENT

THE SPEAKER - The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER AND CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES - The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES - The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan

PRINCIPAL OFFICIALS

SECRETARY-GENERAL OF PARLIAMENT — Mr. W.B.D. Dasanayake
CHIEF OF STAFF AND DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL OF PARLIAMENT- Mr. W.M.N.P. Iddawala
ASSISTANT SECRETARIES-GENERAL - Mrs. K.A. Rohanadeera, Mr. K.A.T.K. Jayathilake

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF PARLIAMENT

CO-ORDINATING SECRETARY TO THE SGP - Mrs. Salini Nilmalgoda

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mrs. T.M.N.P. Tennakoon
PARLIAMENTARY OFFICERS - Mr. E.J. Gnanathilake, Miss S.R.W. Gunasekara

INTERNAL AUDIT OFFICE

CHIEF INTERNAL AUDITOR — Mr. W.K.D.C. Withana
PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Miss S.R.M.H.G. Samaradiwakara
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mr. T K. Jayawardane
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mrs. H.R. de Zoysa

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (ADMINISTRATION) - Mr. C. Kalansooriya

PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mrs. M.N. Withanage

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mr. P.K.D.S.W. Wijegunawardena

PARLIAMENTARY OFFICERS - Mrs. B.W.K.J. Welarathne, Mrs. G.K.S. Priyadarshani, Miss C.S.C. Fonseka

DEPARTMENT OF THE SERJEANT-AT-ARMS

SERJEANT-AT-ARMS - Mr. Narendra Fernando
DEPUTY SERJEANT-AT-ARMS - Mr. Kushan Sampath Jayaratne
ASSISTANT SERJEANT-AT-ARMS - Mr. N.A.S. Cooray

Mr. A.T.S. Pushpakumara, Mr. G.M.G. Priyantha, (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. M.R.D.T. Thilakasiri (Assistant Principal Officer); Mr. A.U.
Premachandra (Senior Assistant Parliamentary Officer); Mr. R.L.S. Mangala (Telephone Supervisor)

ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (ADMINISTRATION) - Mrs. L.R. Jayawardena

DEPUTY DIRECTOR (ADMINISTRATION) - Mr. N.S.K. Waidyaratne

ESTABLISHMENTS OFFICE - Mrs. D.S.R. Guneratne (Assistant Director — Administration); Mr. W.P.L. Jayasinghe, Mrs. K.T.C.K. Peiris, Mr.
W.A K.C. Udapola (Principal Officers); Mrs. U.N. Panditha, Mrs. H.A.T.D. Hewaarachchi, Mrs. G.N.D. Thilakarathna, Mrs. D.V.O. We-
erakoon (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. H.U.P. Kumara, Mrs. D.M.D. Alahakone, Mrs. K.A.M.R.S. Rodrigo, Mr. D.G.M.S.M. Dehigahalan-
da (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. A.N.D. Gunarathna, Mrs. K..M. Perera, Mrs. W.S.Y. Zoysa (Parliamentary Officers); Mrs. H.A.R.R.
Gunasekara, Mrs. W.R.G.S. Shamalee (Assistant Parliamentary Officers)

MEMBERS’ SERVICES OFFICE - Mrs. E.D.S.M. Fernando (Assistant Director- Administration); Mr. M.U.M. Vasik (Principal Officer); Mr. K.P.
Chandana, Mr. W.P.J. Pushpakumara Pathirana (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. R.P.Y.T. Warusawithane (Assistant Principal Officer); Mr.
K.S. Silva (Assistant Parliamentary Officer)

FOREIGN RELATIONS AND PROTOCOL OFFICE — Miss D.I.T. Sarathchandra (Parliamentary Officer); Mrs. G.V. Ama Sudanthi, Mrs. T.W.A.
Jayaratne, Mr. H.N.D.R.B. Nanayakkara (Assistant Parliamentary Protocol Officers)

TRANSPORT OFFICE - Mr. K.T.L.A. Chandrasiri (Assistant Principal Officer); Mr. M.R.B. Senaratne, Mrs. I.C.K. Ranasinghe, Mr. A.G.R.U.
Abeyratne (Parliamentary Officers)

RIGHT TO INFORMATION UNIT - Mrs. D.P.A.P.H. Kulathunga (Parliamentary Officer)

SENIOR STENOGRAPHERS - Mr. H.P.C.S. Tillakaratne, Mr. R.P. Rasika Rajapaksha

STENOGRAPHERS - Mrs. P.D.N.P. Kumari, Mrs. A. Rajanimala

SENIOR TRANSLATORS - Mrs. A. Rukmanidevi, Mrs. A.G.M. Nandani, Mr. S.M. Nazir, Mr. SM.A.K. Karunaratne, Mr. M.M. Halimdeen



xlviii

BUNGALOW MANAGER -
RECORD KEEPER - Mr. E.K.K.P. Pushpalal
DOCUMENTATION SUPERVISOR — Mr. S.V. Bokalawela

HANSARD DEPARTMENT

EDITOR OF HANSARD — Mrs. C.N. Lokukodikara de Silva
DEPUTY EDITORS OF HANSARD — Mrs. S.K.M.W. Samarasekera, Mr. T.R.M. Anoratne

ASSISTANT EDITORS OF HANSARD — Mrs. R.D.P. Sujeewani, Mrs. D.P.A.N.N. Weerasinghe, Mrs. K.G.N.P. Rabel, Mrs. K.P.S. Perera, Mrs.
K.A.J.S. Perera, Mrs. K.D.S. Kularatne Aluthgamage, Mr. M.S.M. Linnas, Mrs. P.D. Gunawathie, Miss Geethani Warnasuriya, Miss H.G.
Pujika, Mr. H.G. Lakshitha

SENIOR HANSARD REPORTERS — Mrs. H.D.L.S. Peiris, Mrs. P.V.T.V. Gamage Arumadura, Mr. S.M.R.B. Pataliya, Mrs. W.A.D.P. Wijekonda,
Miss S.M.A. Kumuduni, Mrs. F.H.AN. Silva, Mrs. P.M.G.P. Priyangika, Mrs. M.I.S. Nishra, Mrs. E.H.W. Irangika, Mrs. T.T. Kumanayake,
Mrs. H.R.P. Chandani, Miss C.R. Karunaratna, Mr. M.T.A.D. Millagastenna, Mr. H.G. Manjula

HANSARD REPORTERS — Mrs. D.R.D. Hettige, Miss M.M.C.K. Marasinghe, Mrs. M.P. Niroshi Sajeewani, Mrs. K.P. Pathma, Mrs. T.U. We-
erasekara, Miss G.A. Hiruni Punsara, Mr. N. Ketheeswaran, Mrs. M. Pushpakumara, Mrs. T.N. Samarasinghe, Mrs. G.N. Rathnaseeli, Mr.
K.M.D. Lanka, Mrs. H.R.U.S. Nivarchana, Mrs. E.V.T.R. Edirisinghe, Mrs. Indunil Dhammika, Mrs. M.A. Jesmina, Miss A. Mirunalini, Miss
M.B.T.N. Priyadarshani, Mrs. H.G. Maduka Shithari

SENIOR COMMITTEE REPORTERS — Mrs. P.G.K.N. Mihiri, Mrs. J.A.T. Samanthika

COMMITTEE REPORTERS — Mrs. R.M. Darshika Siriwardena, Miss S. Thushanthini, Mrs. J.K.I. Nilmini, Mrs. M.A K.S.Sanjeewani, Miss.
R.P.G.Kumari, Miss T.P.R.T.Kumari, Mrs. L.P.Wadanambi, Mrs. D.S. Hewavithana, Miss S.N. Kalawana

SENIOR INDEXING OFFICERS — Mr. M.M.M. Nasaar, Miss S.A.D. Manori, Mr. J. Naushad, Mrs. M.B.V.N.T. Fernando, Mr. A.M.C.M. Adikari

RECORDING SUPERVISOR — Mr. J.S. Weerasooriya

FINANCE AND SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (FINANCE) -

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS OFFICE - Mrs. K. AL Senarathna (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. D.D.U.K. Munasinghe (Principal Of-
ficer); Mrs. LK. Samarasekera (Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. D.C.S. Rupasinghe, Mr. M.A.K.D.C. Kumara, Mrs. R.M.S. Samanjika, Mr.
S.L. Wickrema, Mr.W.K.D.S. Kumarasiri, Mrs. T.P. de Costa (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. L.D.H. Molligoda, Miss W.W.S.R.M.H.
Samaranayake, Miss E.H. Jayaweera (Parliamentary Officers)

SUPPLIES AND SERVICES OFFICE - Mr. Anil Hewawasam (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. H.M.C.N.K. Herath, (Principal Officer);
Mr. L.B.R. Pathmasiri (Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. J.A.D. Jayasinghe, Miss A.P.K.K.P. Thilakaratne (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs.
M.E.K.K. Fernando, Mrs. L.A. Ranaweera, Mrs. D.R.A.M.D. Sewwanthi, Mr. T.G. Balasuriya (Parliamentary Officers)

CATERING ACCOUNTS OFFICE -

SENIOR STORES OFFICER - Mr. K.D. Kapila
RECEIVING OFFICER -

SHROFF -

SENIOR STOREKEEPER (TECHNICAL) -
PURCHASING OFFICER - Mr. A.E.S.P. Perera
STOREKEEPER - Mr. D.M.L.B. Dhanapala

DEPARTMENT OF THE CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER

CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER - Mr. D.L.D. Adikari
DEPUTY CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER -
CHIEF INSPECTOR (CIVIL) - Mr. C.S. Balasooriya



xlix

SENIOR CHIEF INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) — Mr. W.G.W.M.P.P.B. Weerakoon
INSPECTOR (CIVIL) -

SENIOR IINSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) — Mr. S.S. Elvitigala

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mrs. A.L.A.U. Amarasinghe

SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) — Mr. W.R.A. de Mel, Mr. P.W.A.U.K. Dayaratne, Mr. P.R. Karunathilake, Mr. P.A.S. Lalith
Kumara

TECHNICAL OFFICER (CIVIL) — Mrs. H.D. Jayakody

CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES) —

EXECUTIVE CHEF — Mr. K.D.S. Patroneous

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER — Mr. D.D.I. Thushara

F & B MANAGER -

DEPUTY F & B MANAGER — Mr. K.M.H. Nalin Rodrigo

SOUS CHEF — Mr. W.D.J.D. Wickremasinghe

ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER — Mr. M.D. Perera

SENIOR RESTAURANT MANAGER - Mr. W.M.R. Jinendrasinghe

RESTAURANT MANAGERS — Mr. W.S.S. Perera, Mr. J.AN.S. Perera, Mr. K.A.D.A. Wijesiri, Mr. K.A.A. Jayantha, Mr. L.P. Perera

GARDEN SUPERVISOR — Mr. R.M.J. Rajapaksha

SENIOR HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS - Mr. M.D.E.M.N. Karunarathna, Mr. K.N. Basnayake

HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS — Mr. S.D. Rathnasiri, Mr. K.H. Yasapala

SENIOR F & B SUPERVISOR — Mr. L.G. Jayawardena

F & B SUPERVISORS — Mr. K.D.M.S. Fernando, Mr. M.P.N. Chandrasiri, Mrs. S.C. Renuka, Mr. M.K.N. Daminda, Mr. M.G.U. Jayasiri, Mr. P.S.N.
Muthukumarana, Mr. K.S. Sumanaweera, Mr. K.P.S. Wajirapani, Mr. S.A.N. Senadhira, Mr. B.M.C. Perera

KITCHEN STEWARDING SUPERVISOR - Mr. G.A. Wijesinghe

CHEF-DE-PARTIE — Mr. K.W.G. Nissanka, Mr. L.K.C.S. Gajanayake, Mr. D.M.M.B. Ulapane, Mr. P.R. Wijesinghe

SENIOR LEADING COOK - Mr. K.D.U. Gunarathna

LEADING COOKS — Mr. J.M.R. Premalal, Mr. K.D. Piyasiri, Mr. D.H.A.A. Kumarasiri, Mr. H. Wijesiri, Mr. B.T.R. Hewamana

PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER - Mr. M.M. Dharmasena

DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES

DIRECTOR (LEGISLATIVE SERVICES) - Mr. J.R. Gajaweera Arachchige

TABLE OFFICE - Mr. H.E. Janakantha Silva, Mr. M.J. Perera (Assistant Directors - Administration); Miss N.R.W. Abayawardena, Mr. P.H. Kumar-
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Members having, pursuant to the Proclamation, assembled at 9.30
a.m. in the Chamber, as duly appointed, and being seated in accordance
with the provisions of Standing Order 3, and W. B.D. Dasanayake
Esquire (LL.B, LL.M, Attorney-at-Law) Secretary-General of

Parliament, W.M.N.P. Iddawala Esquire, (LL.B, Attorney-at-Law)
Deputy-Secretary General and Chief of Staff and Mrs. KA.
Rohanadeera (BSc, LL.B, Attorney-at-Law), K.A.T.K. Jayathilake
Esquire (LL.B, LL.M, Attorney-at-Law) Assistant Secretaries-General,
attending in the House, and other Members of the Staff attending
according to their duty -

@ eEH®

(QFwevmeni Hrwisib)

(The Secretary-General)
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D0 ¢5IDO0 @ Ten .

I would like to inform the House that today’s
Proceedings can be listened to in any language of choice
and the Proceedings will be simultaneously interpreted to
the other two languages.

The first task that I have to do today is to read the
Proclamation of His Excellency the President summoning
Parliament; g¢ ¢0otd ®odf §EFO® mowuw dxfoss s8Ee®xind
©¢00 8B8EaecD agBud “rxnleBn® 885 B m»om» G¢
05 BdOE.

003659 @0df sw» wcws gmanm v ocmO® S8z
Basd» @&

FATTHIISUATT  LAFTUWGLD  LITHL_THWSF  CIFUWICOTENT  [BTUIBLD
UTHSHTIT:

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL read the following Proclamations of
the President:
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The Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

EXTRAORDINARY

C qem 2187/2 - 2020 gewidn S 03 9B sg - 20200803
No. 218772 - MONDAY, AUGUST 03, 2020

(Publivhed by Astharity)

PART I : SECTION (I) — GENERAL
Proclamations & C., by the President

My No. : PRACSA/D0/17Y3,

A PROCLAMATION RBY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF THE
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

GoTanava Rassparss

WHEREAS, by virtue of the powers vesied in me by Article 70 of the Constitution of the Demeocratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka to be read with Sub-paragraph {c) of Paragraph (2) of Anticle 33 of the said Constitution and Section 10 of the
Parliamentary Elections Act, No. 1 of 1981, a Proclamation was published in the Gazette Extracrdingry No. 2165/8 dated
02nd March, 2020, inter alia dissolving the Parliament with effect from midnight of 02nd March, 2020, fixing the date for the
Election of Members of Parhiament 10 be the 25th day of April, 2020 and fixing the date for the new Parliament 1o meet to be the
1ath day of May, 2020,

And whereas, consequeent to Covid-1% Pandemic, the Election Commission acting in terms of Section 24(3) of the
Parlinmentary Elections Act, No. | of 1981, by Gazette Notification No. 217917 dated 10th June, 2020, notified that the
Election for electing the Members of Parliament will be held on 05th of August, 2020

Kaw i that, by virtue of the powers vested in me by Article 70{1) of the Constitution of the
Republic of Sri Lanka to be read with Sub-paragraph (c) of Paragraph (2) of Article 33 of the said Co
Rajapaksa, President of the Dem Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, do by this P '
to et on 20th day of August, Two Thousand and Twenty,

Demecratic Socialist
nstitution, I, Gotabaya
toclamation summon the new Parliament

fGiven at Colombo on this 03¢ day of Angust, in the year Two Thousand and I'wenty.

By Order of His Excellency,

P B Javastangin,
Secretary to the President,
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(Published by Autharity)
PART I: SECTION (I) — GENERAL

Proclamations & c., by the President

PROCLAMATION BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT
Goranaya Rampasa

KNOW YE, that by virtue of the powers vested in me by Article 70 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic

of Sri Lanka, 1, Gotabaya Rajapaksa, President, do by this Proclamation summon Parliament to meet in the Chamber of

Parliament, Sri Jayawardencpura, on the Twentieth day of August, Two Thousand and Twenty at 09.30 a.m.
Given at Colombo, o this 13* day of August, Two Thousand and Twenty.
By Order of His Excellency,

P. B. Javasusnpera,
Secretary to the President.
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ELECTION OF MR. SPEAKER
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(The Secretary-General)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Foreign and
the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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(Addressing himself to the Secretary-General of Parliament, who,
standing up, pointed to him and then sat down).
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(The Secretary-General)
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(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
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Whereupon the Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana was taken out of

his place and conducted to the Chair by the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena
and the Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(Who, standing on the upper step, was received with general cheers)

O OBOGB, 0®® FBHBHC ®®ed W IBNBHOIWI
Dnews’ @ emId 85 S OO ©BOITVD VD @1 ed
IRt 008 gduE%ed 83mOm .

D220 @2 ot 038 D& Hodf .

80 (B et 08uwd swHsy HF) edyw wws e
®O» »d>» &

FLITBTUIST QYU HENT s B T TFGOS L0/ TG T 6.
SYo55)

(GoensFuilsr OB BB

DUBBLILIL LS.
MR. SPEAKER sat in the Chair.

The Mace (which lay below the Table) was then placed upon the
Table.
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Thereupon MR. SPEAKER rose, and made and subscribed the
Affirmation required by Law; and signed the Book at the Table.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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The following Members then took and subscribed the Oath, or made

and subscribed the Affirmation required by Law; and signed the Book at
the Table:
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(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa - Prime Minister, Minister of
Finance, Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural
Affairs and Minister of Urban Development and Housing)
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[9.45 am.]

o6 ©85 oydops Oum B8Ol
3B )
(orenryflg Fedls GTwgTeW - 6THTHHELF (pHeveu)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
Hon. Speaker, let me take this opportunity on behalf
of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya - the main Opposition
Party - to congratulate you on your unanimous election as

the Speaker of this House.

(Baga

Having done your educational activities at Telijjawila
Central College, Rahula College and the University of
Colombo, you have contributed tremendously to the
political activities of our country, and your tremendous
contribution is well recognized. Throughout your political
career you have acted with dignity, integrity and honour
and we salute you. You have been a true patriot; you are
not a pseudo-nationalist and neither are you a modern-day
racist. So, we, on this side of the political aisle, are
extremely honoured to have you as our Speaker. If I may
quote the former British Prime Minister Benjamin
Disraeli, he said, “I have climbed to the top of the greasy
pole”. That was what he uttered when he became the
Prime Minister and I believe you have achieved much and
this is the climax of your political career

Mr. Speaker, a democratically elected Parliament is
the epitome of a functioning democracy. It is incumbent
upon all of us to protect and promote a vibrant and sound
democracy. Sir, as the custodian of this august Assembly,
you are ethically and morally obliged to uphold the great
principles of democracy and the legitimacy of this
institution. It is incumbent upon you to be equitable,
impartial, unbiased and non-prejudicial. We fervently
believe that you will be meticulous, methodical and
proficient in conducting yourself; we believe you will be
just and fair because it is indispensable for a flourishing
democracy. Therefore, it is incumbent upon you to
nourish and nurture these main ingredients of democracy.
This institution represents the will of the people, the voice
of the voiceless and you, as the guardian angel of
Parliament, we believe, will ensure that people’s
sovereignty will be protected and enhanced.

In conclusion, Sir, I fervently hope that you will abide
by the great principles proclaimed by the former President
of the Unites States Abraham Lincoln, that you will act
with malice towards none; with charity for all; with
firmness in the right.

I congratulate you, Sir.
[9.50 a.m.]

OO Gr¥DeGI8w® wd®uxsiest ®wmo

(omesorLyfl@ rre2euGrmrgwid FIdLIGS60T)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

May I seek your indulgence, Hon. Speaker, to say a
few words on this memorable occasion. I want to in the
first instance convey to you on behalf of myself and the
Party I represent in Parliament, the Illankai Tamil Arasu
Kachchi and the Tamil National Alliance our warmest
congratulations on your being elected to the exalted
position of Speaker of this honourable Assembly.

With your long experience in Parliament, I have not
the slightest doubt, Sir, that you will discharge your
functions effectively, efficiently and in a bipartisan and
an acceptable way to all Members of Parliament. May 1
clearly state, Sir, that my Party and I will extend to you
our maximum cooperation that you would expect of us in
the discharge of your functions as the Hon. Speaker.
Thank you.

[9.51 am.]

®S 6 S HBRO Dwmo

(wrerLfl@ peys am'iv)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Mr. Speaker, may I extend to you, on behalf of the Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress, my warm congratulations and
wishes for a well-deserved Office. We have witnessed
many of your predecessors bringing honour to this
esteemed Office. You are the custodian of the rights of
this Parliament and us, Members of this House.

We have in the past attempted to introduce many
reforms within the House with regard to the way in which
this House conducts its affairs and also to maintain the
dignity and decorum of the affairs of this Assembly. In
doing so certain far-reaching reforms have been
introduced with the concurrence of both sides of the
House; very particularly in the conduct of affairs as the
House being the primary watchdog over pubic finance.
These progressive measures, | hope, under your esteemed
leadership, will be maintained and we really appreciate
that we have had the opportunity of a seasoned politician
to be heading this institution.

We also note that you, by virtue of your Office, will
also be chairing the Constitutional Council, which is
entrusted with the important function of appointment of
high officials who are mandated by the Constitution and
you, while conducting the affairs as the Chairman of the
Constitutional Council as well as the Speaker of this
House, I am sure, will bring honour to your Office.

With those words, may I be permitted to wish you
once again on behalf of all of us. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
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(The Hon. Douglas Devananda - Minister of Fisheries)
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[9.56 am.]

0 8.8, 3FesIEDCsT @z

(oreryfl@ &.af. ailésGsrsvsursir)

(The Hon. C.V. Wigneswaran)

wreryll@ FuThrwusi SeuisGer, D wohser Csdlwid
o L L_euwf] FTiile) (pBSMBEIT 2 1% EHd@ 6T6T 6UTLPSGIdHdBEDET
& Q5fell$a)s06% TeTslssTEE6DT.

I start my felicitations, Hon. Speaker, hailing you in
my mother tongue, the oldest living language of this
world and the language of the first indigenous inhabitants
of this country, and proceed in the link language. I thank
you for accepting such a high position in our
Parliamentary tradition. Sir, I am sure, you would bring
with your high Office your experience with men and
matters gained throughout your long political career.

We have a very powerful Government now. A similar
Government was constituted under the late J.R.
Jayewardene in 1977. It was during that regime that we
had the 1983 Pogrom. Certainly, this Government too
could follow the path of the Elephant of that time and end
up as today reduced to a single Member in the future.
But, I am sure they would not. They would prefer to learn
from our mistakes of the past and usher in a period of
peace and prosperity where all communities would feel
equal to each other and walk with dignity and pride as
children of Mother Lanka. That freedom and equality
could dawn only if we shed the false historical
perspectives of the past and recognize the intrinsic rights
of the people living in the North and the East of Sri
Lanka, who are entitled to the right of self-determination
as per Article 1 of Chapter one of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in addition to their
hereditary and traditional rights to be recognized as a
nation.

Sir, I hope, we would not be called upon in this
August Assembly of Parliamentarians in the future,
during your term of Office, for your protective assistance
since we would respect each other’s rights and our duties
towards each other. We are sure that you will guide us all
without fear or favour if any such impasse comes to pass.

There is no need Sir, in a country which professes
Buddhism to expect a hegemonic dominance from
anyone. We have not forgotten what the Sinhala villager
is only too well familiar with, that every act has its
opposite reaction; me e o 8@ 8e od.
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of Water

Supply)
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman - State Minister of Estate

Housing and Community Infrastructure)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to congratulate you on
behalf of the Ceylon Workers’ Congress and the Indian-
origin community.
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I have the honour and privilege of being the youngest
Member in this House. What I have seen is that people
have given this Government the mandate to work and
under your guidance and leadership, I am sure, we can
bring a change to Mother Sri Lanka.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Tamil National People’s
Front, I wish to congratulate you on your election today.

Sir, today’s election vests on you a responsibility that
most Speakers do not experience. Today, we have a
House that is heavily weighted towards one side and
under those circumstances, for a Speaker belonging to
that one side to perform his duties on behalf of the entire
House is that much more onerous. We must not forget,
Mr. Speaker, that all parties represented in this House
have come here today with their respective mandates.
Those mandates must be respected; those mandates must
be voiced; those mandates must be debated and due place
must be given. In a House that is so heavily weighted on
one side, it is your responsibility to ensure that such

debates and such fairness take place. For you to perform
that duty, our Party will extend to you the utmost
cooperation. [ wish you once again all the very best.
There can be no doubt that your experience as a Member
of Parliament for so many decades will serve that

purpose.
Thank you.
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ELECTION OF DEPUTY SPEAKER AND
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera - Minister of Environment)
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(The Hon. Nimal Lanza - State Minister of Rural Roads and

Other Infrastructure)
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva - Minister of Labour)
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The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake - State Minister of Solar
Power, Wind and Hydro Power Generation Projects
Development)
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LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT AND THE CHIEF
GOVERNMENT WHIP
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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I wish to inform this House that the Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena, as the Leader of the House of Parliament,
and the Hon. Johnston Fernando, as the Chief
Government Whip, have been appointed for the new
Ninth Parliament.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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I wish to inform this House that the Hon. Sajith
Premadasa has been recognized by me as the Leader of
the Opposition in the new Ninth Parliament.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 3.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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His Excellency's Procession entered the Chamber at 3.00 p.m. and
His Excellency took the Chair at 3.0/ p.m. in terms of Article 33(2)(b) of
the Constitution.

Mr. Speaker took his seat immediately below the Chair.
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(His Excellency President Gotabaya Rajapaksa)
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ENGLISH TEXT OF THE ADDRESS TO PARLIAMENT BY HIS
EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT

Hon. Speaker, Hon. Prime Minister, Hon. Leader of the
Opposition, Hon. Ministers, Hon. State Ministers, Hon.
Members of Parliament, the election held on August 5™ marked
a turning point in the history of Parliamentary Elections in Sri
Lanka.

We asked the people to give us a two-thirds majority to form
a stable Government.

First of all, I would like to thank and extend my gratitude to
all the patriotic Sri Lankans for giving Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna and its allied parties a historic and resounding two-
thirds majority for the first time in the history at an election held
under the Proportional Representation System.

Universal suffrage is a democratic right that we must all
respect and uphold. Therefore, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all Sri Lankan voters who exercised their
voting right at this election.

During the Presidential Election held last November, over
6.9 million people gave me a decisive mandate, placing a very
high confidence in me. So far through my actions, I have proved
that I will uphold the promise, that I will not violate the trust
they placed on me.

The period between the Presidential Election and the
Parliamentary Election has been very challenging for us. What
we inherited was an economy that had collapsed. Since we did
not have a majority in Parliament, we were compelled to
function with a minority Government. In addition, we had to
face the COVID-19 pandemic that disabled the entire world
during that period. At a time when even the most powerful
countries in the world were left helpless in the wake of COVID -
19 catastrophe, we were able to successfully face the challenge.
Even foreign nations praised our efforts to prevent the spreading
of the pandemic.

The historic mandate received by the Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna has proven that people are impressed with the way we
have governed the country during the past nine months despite
various obstacles. People appreciate the change taking place in
the political culture of this country.

As representatives of the people, we always respect the
aspirations of the majority. It is only then that the sovereignty of
the people can be safeguarded.

In accordance with the supreme Constitution of our country,
I have pledged to protect the unitary status of the country and to
protect and nurture the Buddha Sasana during my tenure.
Accordingly, I have set up an advisory council comprising
leading Buddhist monks to seek advice on governance. I have
also established a Presidential Task Force to protect places of
archaeological importance and to preserve our Buddhist
heritage.

While ensuring priority for Buddhism, it is now clear to the
people that freedom of any citizen to practise the religion of his
or her choice is better secured.

The Government has paid special attention to the protection
of national heritage, culture and our identity as well as the
protection and promotion of performing arts and folk arts.

When we took over the Government, the confidence of the
people in the security of the country had been severely dented
due to the Easter Sunday attacks that occurred in 2019.
Establishing firmly that the prime policy of our Government is
national security, we have restructured the security apparatus
and intelligence services, eliminating the fears of the people,
thereby restoring the security of the country. We have recreated
an environment where any citizen can live freely without any
fear for the safety of themselves and their families.

As I have pledged, the launch of the methodical mechanism
to protect the people against social evils such as the activities of
the underworld and the drug menace that have been a hindrance
to the day-to-day lives of the people has also increased the
confidence of the public. Accordingly, a virtuous and a law-
abiding society is emerging as we promised.

We are working towards a significant transformation of the
political culture of this country.

After 1 assumed office as the President, changing the
existing system, a methodical procedure was introduced to
appoint heads of government institutions, whereby
qualifications of prospective appointees were examined through
a panel of experts. A well-experienced team of professionals,
entrepreneurs and academics were appointed instead of
relatives, acquaintances and followers. This policy will continue
in the future as well.

We also took measures to build a production economy.
Paddy farmers were given a higher guaranteed price for their
products. We took steps to protect local farmers by halting
importation of exportable produce for re-export as well as
banning importation of crops that could have been grown
locally. Farmers were provided with required fertilizer free of
charge. People were encouraged to recultivate abandoned lands
throughout the country. Through all these, we provided a new
lease of life to the agricultural sector in this country.

After we assumed office, we provided tax concessions
targeting local entrepreneurs. Interest rates were brought down
to encourage businesses. Competitive imports were restricted in
order to protect local entrepreneurs and industrialists.

It is clear that people enthusiastically supported us in this
election due to the trust we have been able to build in them in
this manner. We will continue to serve the people in a manner
that affirms this trust.
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It is equally important to precisely interpret the mandate
given by the people. We respect the trust that the people have
placed in me and the Prime Minister and the newly elected
people’s Representatives. We have a clear understanding of the
expectations with which the people gave such a powerful
mandate to the Government. We will leave no room for such
expectations to be dashed for any reason.

It should always be remembered that the prime
responsibility of a people’s Representative is to serve the public.
We will be sensitive to fulfilling the needs of the people,
keeping in mind that all these positions are responsibilities and
not privileges.

I travelled all over the country to support every candidate
who represented our group in this election. Instead of holding
political rallies, I went to the people during these visits and
listened to their grievances directly. A large majority of issues
presented by the general public were not personal, but common
issues. Even after 72 years of freedom, simple issues have not
been resolved.

There are people who do not possess proper deeds for the
lands on which they have lived for many years. We will provide
them with legitimate deeds, utilizing a swift and due process. 1
assure you that without a proper alternative, we will not evict
people from their ancestral homes or farmlands.

Human-elephant conflict has become a major issue to the
people. A group of experts has already been appointed to craft a
feasible solution for this issue. A separate State Ministry was
established solely for this purpose because we are aware that
this issue needs a sustainable solution.

An incredible percentage of people across the country suffer
from a shortage of drinking water. We will take necessary steps
to address these humane issues. As a national policy, we will
enact procedures to provide drinking water to every part of the
country.

Parents request for their children’s education suitable
schools. The shortage of National Schools was evident in every
area. Most schools have significantly inadequate facilities. The
shortage of teachers, laboratories, libraries and sports facilities
was frequently mentioned. Although we request students to
follow science and technical subjects in order to successfully
contribute to the economy, their schools do not even have basic
facilities to teach those subject streams. Funds expended by the
Government for children to pursue their ambitions and to hone
their skills are an investment for the future. We will accord
priority to resolve these issues through the ministries which had
been assigned with new responsibilities.

Both resources and facilities in rural hospitals are
inadequate. There is a considerable shortage of doctors, nurses
and other staff in these hospitals. Patients in some areas have to
travel long distances to seek treatment. We will eliminate these
discrepancies in the delivery of free healthcare facilities for
people.

Both Ayurvedic and indigenous medicinal systems will be
preserved and promoted.

Instead of spending large amounts of foreign exchange to
import medicine, we have already commenced operations to
manufacture medicines locally. We will also eradicate
corruption which occurs in the importation of medicine. This is
why we formed a separate State Ministry to manufacture, supply
and regulate medicine.

A large percentage of citizens of this country earn their
livelihood through self-employment. Also, a large number of
people depend on agriculture. Their sole requests are for
adequate water and fertilizer during their cultivation seasons.
We should address these issues. Therefore, we will implement a
broad set of activities to rehabilitate the tanks and to develop the
irrigation system across the country.

Another major social issue faced by the youth is
unemployment. Both short-term and long-term solutions have
been discussed to address this issue. We have already
commenced a programme to provide employment for 100,000
persons representing the most underprivileged families in the
country. Simultaneously, we have set plans in motion to provide
job opportunities to 50,000 graduates and train them to render
their services efficiently. When offering government job
opportunities, we will accord priority to the poorest households.
Further, we will have to ensure equal distribution of job
opportunities for every province. Every appointee to the
Government should contribute productively to the country.
Therefore, no unnecessary and arbitrary enrollment will be
allowed to any ministry or institution.

Both Ministries and State Ministries will work in
cooperation with the respective private sector establishments in
the industry to generate job opportunities. In addition, we will
take necessary steps to promote self-employment and
entrepreneurship in each industry as well.

Our duty and responsibility is not to distribute job
opportunities, but to generate them. In order to overcome both
local and global challenges and revive the economy, we will
have to adopt new ways of thinking. An out-of-the-box thinking
is required in order to meet the economic challenges. This time,
the Ministries have been formed with this thought in mind.

We have ascertained the requirement for a people-centric
economy for our economic revival. When forming ministries,
special attention was given in assigning their subjects and tasks
to cover fields such as agriculture, plantations, fisheries,
traditional industries and promotion of self-employed job
opportunities which affect most of the people in the country.

Our basic aims are to strengthen the local economy and to
increase export income. Currently, the income from tea, coconut
and rubber industries is not at a satisfactory level. We will
commence operations to develop tea plantations and at the same
time, the Government will assist the small and medium-scale
tea estate owners as well. Due to the shutting down of tea
factories, tea estate owners have encountered a number of
difficulties. We will restart these factories and eliminate
existing irregularities, simultaneously encouraging the export of
high quality tea products. We will reclaim the global brand
name we held for Ceylon Tea.

We will also encourage planting of new coconut saplings. In
order to enact a reasonable price for rubber, local rubber
industrialists will be encouraged to utilize local rubber.
Plantation of palm oil trees will be stopped completely.

We promote the production of export crops such as pepper
and cinnamon. We will provide opportunities to generate
substantial foreign exchange by providing a stable price to the
farmers through value addition to agricultural products and
exporting them.

In assigning responsibilities to ministries, special attention
was paid to the development of urban as well as rural
infrastructure facilities and to find solutions to the issue of
housing for the people.
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We have taken measures to identify several sectors that can
directly contribute to the development of the country and to
appoint State Ministers responsible for these tasks and to assign
them the relevant subjects and activities. As human resource
development has been identified as a priority, the subject of
education has been brought under one Ministry and four State
Ministers were appointed for different responsibilities therein.
Separate State Ministries for preschools, education reforms,
skills development as well as Dhamma schools and Bhikku
education have been set up due to their importance.

In achieving our future objectives, special attention needs to
be paid to technical education. We will pay special attention in
education reforms in respect of Grade 6 to Grade 13.

We will increase the capacity of universities enabling all
students who pass the Advanced Level Examination to pursue
university education. Further, we will take measures to improve
the Open University network and distance learning methods.
The curriculum will be revised to ensure that these degree
subjects would directly contribute to the growth of the economy.

The cost of electricity is an important factor that impacts on
the economic development process of the country. Therefore, a
separate State Ministry has been set up to promote renewable
energy sources.

The focus of relevant Ministries will be directed to assist
entrepreneurs to use modern technology for value addition, to
encourage innovation and to explore new market opportunities
in a creative manner.

Although our country is rich in natural resources, the value-
added industries are not yet on par with international standards.
Measures are afoot to earn a large sum of foreign exchange by
adding value to the export of natural resources such as gems and
minerals.

Methodical development of our traditional industries such as
batik, local apparel, brass, cane, pottery, furniture, gem and
jewellery will pave the way for the country to promote self-
employment, to generate new employment opportunities as well
as to build businesses and earn a large amount of foreign
exchange.

One-third of the country’s population depends on
agriculture, plantation and fisheries as their livelihood. We
should raise the living standards of these people. The
development of these industries requires a new approach based
on technology that goes beyond traditional methods. This is why
Ministries  directly targeting several sectors related to
agriculture, plantation and fisheries have been set up to focus
attention on this matter.

We will take measures to introduce high quality packaging
as well as proper transport facilities to deliver the best quality
produce, minimizing wastage while taking steps to produce high
quality seeds locally with the aim of providing such seeds to the
farming community. We will take necessary measures to
develop dairy and poultry industries.

We will also target to increase the production of organic
fertilizer locally with the aim of producing toxic-free foods and
in the next decade, to ensure total organic farming in Sri Lanka.

We are targeting a massive progress in the fisheries sector.
We should halt the importation of fish into our country as our
motherland is surrounded by the ocean. We will introduce a
comprehensive programme to provide new technology and
equipment needed to enhance the fisheries sector. All the fishing

harbours will be modernized to provide facilities for multi-day
fishing boats that fish in deep seas. Similarly, we will take steps
to build new harbours as per any necessity. We will bring a halt
to the plundering of our oceans by unlawful foreign fishing
vessels.

It is part of our strategy to introduce new technology to
develop the inland fresh water fisheries industry.

The scopes and responsibilities of each Ministry and State
Ministry have been demarcated very clearly. Through this
initiative, it is expected that the relevant Ministers will
implement policies for related fields as well as take steps to
monitor the functions, activities and efficiency of State
Ministries. The State Ministers are able to fulfil their respective
duties and responsibilities without any hindrance as the
monetary provisions required to implement development
projects and financial responsibility are directly placed with
them.

People are of the view that they are not getting the expected
service from the Public Service in an efficient manner.
Therefore, I request all the Ministers and State Ministers to take
steps to provide fast and efficient service to the public via
Ministries, departments and institutions that come under their
purview. During my recent visits to several State institutions, I
observed that some of their institutional procedures do not add
any value to the Government or to the public, but only waste the
time of the public. You should identify new methods to provide
an efficient, speedy and convenient service to the public instead
of continuing with prevailing traditional methods. You need to
re-engineer the processes for greater productivity and customer
satisfaction. We should find new technological solutions in this
regard.

In the National Policy Framework "Vistas of Prosperity and
Splendour", we promised the people that we would eradicate
waste and corruption. This is a core responsibility of all of us.
We will take steps to completely eradicate waste and corruption
in all the Ministries and institutions. In future, I will not hesitate
to enforce the law against those who are involved in fraud and
corrupt actions, irrespective of the status of any such
perpetrator.

Constantly, I will review the progress of the achievement of
the goals of the Government that are implemented through
Ministries and the public sector. If I find any Ministry failing to
achieve its set targets, I will not hesitate to effect necessary
changes to implement policies of the Government.

In the current political culture, most of the people’s
Representatives, after they get elected, neglect the prime duty of
going to the people. When I travelled round the country in the
recent past, this was confirmed by the people who voiced their
grievance on this matter. Henceforth, Ministers, State Ministers
as well as Members of Parliament will fulfill this expectation of
the people by visiting them often to understand their issues and
find solutions to them.

The basis of the success of a democratic State is its
Constitution. Our Constitution, which has been amended 19
times from its inception in 1978, has many ambiguities and
uncertainties, presently resulting in confusion. As the people
have given us the mandate we wanted for a constitutional
amendment, our first task will be to remove the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Constitution. After that, all of us will get
together to formulate a new Constitution suitable for the
country. In this, the priority will be given to the concept of one
country, one law for all the people.
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An unstable Parliament that cannot take firm decisions and
succumbs to extremist influences very often is not suitable for a
country. While introducing a new Constitution, it is essential to
make changes to the current electoral system. While retaining
the salutary aspects of the Proportional Representation System,
these changes will be made to ensure stability of the Parliament
and people’s direct representation.

I love my country. I am proud of my country. I have a vision
for my country. Our ardent desire is to build a prosperous nation
with a productive citizen, contented family and a righteous
society. What we have done so far as well as the plans we
propose to implement in future will be aimed to achieve this
objective.

We have arrived at an important landmark in history. The
people have given the current Government a massive mandate.
We have been given the responsibility to take the country
towards prosperity while safeguarding the people and protecting
the sovereignty of the country without succumbing to any force.
The present generation must fulfill that responsibility for the
sake of the future generations.

This is the Motherland of all of us. Hence, the time has come
for all of us to join hands for the sake of the country irrespective
of race, religion or party differences.

I extend my hand of friendship to everyone to join me in
building the prosperous nation we promised to our people.

May the Noble Triple Gem bless you all!
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Foreign and

the Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 3.35 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 21st of August, 2020 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of this Day.
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