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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA]
in the Chair.

Bedemd

N ENINTNE 3515
ANNOUNCEMENTS

88Be®xIn mOYn BEIeE o™ o ddd®

UTTTERHLOSTD SspIeuevsssiT UMM & (Lpdb Fn L L 1D
MEETING OF COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

B0 DBNBHD S

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2880053y mOyn BEIE mdm wwied dud®xt 2020
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8B O eC® @8m O5IFO0ET BwEecrno® e®BnY
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QBT 2 MeyBHST  YEWFFHLD — UTTTEHLOSTDEF  FewLi
QpupLD)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Foreign
Relations, Minister of Skills Development, Employment and
Labour Relations and Leader of the House of Parliament)
Sir, I just want to bring a matter to your notice.

08000, 11.000 mcdm ©8Ee®sin »Oogn BEd<
0 50D dud® 0 eud »EOTIm yoosy »H® a8 S
206 DODD. 0®ime, ®ELT @& ©® 6@ WO
eOmwE 8505 D ¢ OB C1d Bedmd. & Bewn a8 -

OO DAIBNWBDR O

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO BITNEDROB, 0® WOENDOED wvded & o
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(orenrflg HCBerreig @snrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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© BEe BBy S Owmo
(omessrLyifl @ svgagiostT SiflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Now?

O Lexvd endiRm Svmo

(revrfl@ HCesrey @ 6ewTeumHeur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Even now or after the Questions for Oral Answers,
but not at 11 o' clock.

OO DIBTNBDR O

(orerL @ FUTHTWST Sy6uTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

&¢ Questions for Oral Answers zy1.

@G Lexvd endiRm Svmo
(orevrfl@ HBesrey @ 6vTeumHeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Ben® 5O D& eI,

oG YO BEHER Owmo

(omeisrLyfl @ svgagiost liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

BT ®ONI®ROB, & Bwsiesy Order Paper &= ¢5®
DOGR WOY BeEB. ydmw On Hoewns sededd wmdb
»0g.

©0 Lesvd endidm Owmo

(oressryifl@ SCevreis @ swrouisHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

No, we would like to discuss this matter. So, summon
the Party Leaders -

©6 BEe AByEe Svm

(omessrLyif @ svgagiostT SliflsTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

gdme ¢@B 005D Bum O »O8 On® »ESTO
Bosiesy.

@O QBNBD O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWSEST Sj6uiTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

yadm e gedey, we will face it, wwisnemn®A. We
will go ahead with today's Business.

@0 Lesvd endiRm Ovmo

(orevsryifl@ SBevreis @ swroursHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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OO DOIBNWBHR O

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando - Minister of Roads and

Highways, Minister of Ports and Shipping and Chief

Government Whip)
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aflsorir BISSBLILIL B eTDmIS CIBTeTaTLIIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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Question put, and agreed to.

O @%YedOsT yursTg Owmo

(omevsrLyil @ CeamedrervL_6bT LITEOTTHSI)

(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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OO DAIBNWBDB O

(oreT Ll @ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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®01 evd endids Swmo

(orenrflg HCBerreig @snrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DOIBNBDROB, "OB DD Yemws wE @'
®® ewldzn HOBI0.

g E®esz Y, ets 830 Ses.
aflsorr GG HLILIL (B) eTDmIs CIBmeTenLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

0282990 e DE GRB8 Hewlo mom G&.
Y 5WF YIF_ L& HL L DU L1 L F.
Ordered that the Report be printed.
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TO STUDY AND REPORT TO PARLIAMENT ITS
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©0; ed.08. gzl DSBS Bwm (Bewduxs

OB O 3 WS 8WIBBHE)

(oresryflg  Geo.etb. Syerhs  Gurrdm -

FUTBTWEBLD & PSEH6N6T SallFTerpib)

(The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri - Deputy Speaker and

Chairman of Committees)
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3501 D800 ©8 98w W8.
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OS] DOTNGHROA, & IO O° RIHSers’ 9
8O3 @B8, 9@ emIews’ moieg 9iduss BB
g0l CR @D EEES.

OO DOIBTNBDHD Do
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

e9cB, 9e8un mITH.

®0; 0B8.008. Gux¥e WOIcB wmo

(oressryfl@ Ce.611D. YeThS GLTTAm])

(The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri)
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(oreryllg HCBerreg @enrouigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DOIBNBDHROB, "OB Dolmd Geomw we grwe" 8
® ewddsn HOHHD.

g S8 Y, wes d®@» Se.
aflsorir MBS SBLILIL B eTDmIS I TeTaTLiL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

29890 Gerws mE Gl Bowlo wom &
Ysms YIAL_ L& HL1_swemuil_ i1 g
Ordered that the Report be printed.

OO DIIBNWBDR O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)
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Hon. Speaker, 1 present the Report of the Sectoral

Oversight Committee on Business and Commerce on,

()  Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of
Industry and Commerce, Resettlement of
Protracted Displaced Persons and Co-operative
Development for the year 2018;

(i)  Performance Report and Annual Accounts of the
Department of Commerce for the year 2018;

(iii) Performance Report of the Department of Co-
operative Development for the year 2018;

(iv)  Annual Reports of the Lanka Sathosa Limited for
the years 2013-2015; and

(v)  Annual Report of the Sri Lanka State Trading
(General) Corporation Ltd. for the year
2016/2017,
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1. In May 2009, following the end of the 30 year-long internal armed conflict with the defeat
of the LTTE, a terrorist organization proscribed by 32 countries, the government led by the
then President Mahinda Rajapaksa, of which the current President GotabayaRajapaksa was
the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, initiated a sustainable reconciliation process in
Sri Lanka to bring about ‘healing and peace building’, taking due cognizance of the
ground realities at that time. This i | process made
aspects of post-conflict restoration of civilian life and in the country’s refurn to normaley.
The citizens in the Northern Province were able to use their franchise after a lapse of 25
years, in 2013  strengthening democracy. In parallel, several local

t darab]

progress in all

Llichad

were to address the post-contlict issues of concern,

including those related to accountability, rule of Jaw and human rights. More importantly,
the end of the brutal conflict restored one of the fundamental human rights - the ‘right to
life’ to all Sri Lankans.

2. Notwithstanding the inclusive and locally designed measures/actions, a group of UNHRC
members, failing to recognize the GoSL’s endeavors in defcating terrorism and bringing
about stability, humanitarian relief and lasting peace through a carefully balanced
reconciliation process, enforced consecutive country-specific resolutions at the UN HRC
on Sri Lanka in 2012, 2013 and 2014.

3. The government elected in January 2015 jettisoned the home-grown reconciliation process
progressing at the time, and in an unprecedented move in the Human Rights Council, and
in contrary to Sri Lanka’s foreign policy stance on country specific resolufjons. co-
sponsored the UNHRC resolution 30/1 on the situation of the country . [hus was done
without the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers, the Parliament and the people of Sri
Lanka, overruling the reservations expressed by professional diploniats, academia, media
and the general public. The then President Maithripala Sirisena also stated that he was not
consulted on the matter at that time.

o®enz’ @25)35658 c‘Rﬁ GJ(@Q BCozSencs 4. Resolution 30/1 conceded 2 false narrative of both the circumstances of the 30-year
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separatist conflict and also the number of causalities. This was done despite an
abundance of evidence to the contrary contained in domestic reports such s of the Lessons
Leamnt and Reconciliation Commisison (LLRC) and the Presidential Commisison of
Inquiry into complains of abductions and disappearances (Paranagama Commission) and
those produced in the UK Parliament by Lord Naseby, reports of other States, the UN and
other international agencies, including the ICRC, as well as exposed diplomatic cables.

5. Itundermined national interest, compromised national security including weakening
national intelligence operations and related safeguards, which may be deemed to have
contributed to the lapses that resulted in the Easter Sunday attacks. It also placed Sri Lanka
under a host of international obligations which could not be delivered on due to
constitutional and institutional limitations. Sti Lanka’s co-sponsorship of Resolution 30/1
remains to date a blot on the sovereignty and dignity of the country.
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6. The ensuing period (2015-2019) saw lttle progress being made on the pledges to the HRC
by the previous government. The operationalization of r 30/1 was extended
(roll-over) twice, through Resolution 34/1 in March 2017 and through Resolution 40/1 in
March 2019, inorder not to expose the misjudgment and low delivery of the previous
Government that co-sponsored it.

-

. Through Resolution 30/1, severe impositions were cast and the Sri Lankan State and
particularly its security forces were vilified to appease the extremist sections of the Sri
Lankan Tamil diaspora and certain media, INGOs/CSOs with vested interests. It also
negatively affectedethnic and religious harmony, already challenged by the ravages of the
divisive conflict.

8. However, during the UNHRC session inMarch 2019, belatedly, the former
Government itself sought to qualify the parameters of co-sponsorship. It questioned
the Resolution 30/1°s characterization of the nature of the conflict and the estimated
number of deaths, pushed back on the alleged culpability of the security forces, curtailed
the effect of security sector reform demanded and asserted that the Sri Lanka Constitution
precludes involvement of foreign judges and prosecutors in the judicial mechanism
proposed. Notwithstanding this admission, the former Government continued its co-
sponsorship, which fully supported the operationalization of Resolution 30/1.

New Mandate given by the people of Sri Lanka

9. During the November 2019 election, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa received an
g date to charter a inable path for the country, to follow a non-
aligned, neutral foreign policy and to find home-grown solutions to overcome
contemporary challenges. Accordingly the government will forge ahead with its agenda
as envisaged in the National Policy Framework “Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour’,
ushering for the country an era of security and development in the interest of all Sri
Lankans.

hel
OovVerw

10. In view of the foregoing, the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers is sought for the
following, in relation to the GOSL’s approach to the upcoming 43" Session of the
Human Rights Council and to undertake diplomatic initiatives y to realise
this strategy:

L To announce Sri Lanka’s decision to withdraw from co-sponsorship of
Resolution 40/1 of March 2019 on ‘Promoting reconciliation, accountability and
human rights in Sri Lanka’, which also incorporates and builds on preceding
Resolutions 30/1 of October 2015 and 34/1 of March 2017.

IL 'Ijo continue to work with the UN and its agencies, including the regular human
rights magdatcs/bodics and mechanisms and seek as required, capacity building
and technical assistance, in keeping with domestic priorities and policies.

L. To declare the Government’s commitment to achieve sustainable peace
through an inclusive, d tically designed and ted reconciliation and
accountability process, including through the appropriate adaptation of existing
mechanisms, in line with the Government’s policy framework. This would
comprise the appointment of a Commission of Inquiry (COI) headed by a Justice
of the Supreme Court, to review the reports of previous Sri Lankan COIs which
investigated alleged violations of Human Rights and International
Humanitarian Law (IHL), to assess the status of implementation of their
recommendations and to propose deliverable measures to implement them
keeping in line with the new Government’s policy.

IV.  Through due democratic and legal processes, address other outstanding
concerns and to introduce institutional reforms where necessary, in a manner
consistent with Sri Lanka’s obligations including the 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda (SDGs). Demonstrate in good faith the policies rooted in
the Government’s commitment to the people by -advancing individual and
collective rights and protections under the law, ensuring  justice and
reconciliation and addressing the concerns of vulnerable sections of society.

V. To announce the intention of the GoSL to work towards the closure of the
Resolution, in cooperation with the members of the UN.

OO DIBNBHD S

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa -Leader of the Opposition)
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international humanitarian and human rights law."
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(rewrLfl@ wmiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
OO DHAIBNBHOB, -

@O0 QBNBD O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)jeuiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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©0 Lesvd endEdm Bwmo

(oressryifl@ SCevreis @ swroumHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Speaker, normally there cannot be a debate on
this. I have taken the responsibility on behalf of His
Excellency the President to come and inform Parliament.

@O QBNBD O
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST SeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, you have done that.

©0 Lesvd endidm Ovmo

(oressryifl@ SCevreis @ swrouisHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

That is the democratic way of informing Parliament.
Now, we have done that.

@O QBB
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

That is fine. I respect that.

@0 Lesvd endiRm Ovmo

(orevsryifl@ SBevreis @ swroursewr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition took the chance of
speaking and expressed his views. The Hon. Leader of
the Opposition should remember that the His Excellency
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the President, got 69 lakhs of votes,
defeating all these false stories uttered by the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition today.

OO Do 28DCES Dwmn
(omessryfl@ whiger Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
I have a clarification to make.
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®O DAIBNWBDB O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

As the former Minister of Foreign Affairs, I thought
we have to give him a chance.

®0 Lesvd endidr Swmo

(oreryllg HCBerreaig @sntouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

©® BuE ®mG 806 . DE@ 0B 80€n O BHBD
yBFeds mer. ¢z @G 00 B @y Boe D BB
O oy @8 988wd  wrlm ¥ @8  ©®
ey BDews ©® co-sponsorship demsy 9On edsIm
Qo I »OR 0O eOMEDY 88 we ¥n of.

B0 DIBNBHD S

(orenTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

It is okay. I understand that. I respect that view. You
have done your duty.

@0 Les¥d endidr ®wmo
(oreryllg HCBerreig @snrouigeo)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
©® 015 EDcwn Busiesy oyr.

OO DBNBHD S

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Bocwnd mywr. But, 1 thought I should allow the Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera and then Hon. Sarath Fonseka-
[Interruption.]

@0 Lesld endiRs Swmo

(omevorLll@ SCerreiy @ 6mreuiHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO WOTNEDHROSB, VI B OB ¢Dw O O
06 ewx¥ersy? There cannot be a debate. You have already
given the chance to the Hon. Leader of the Opposition. -
[Interruption.]

®O DIIBNWBDR O

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

No, there is no debate. But, he was the former
Minister of Foreign Affairs at that time and the other Hon.
Member was the former Army Commander. So, we have
to give them a chance to speak.

®0 Levd endids Swmo

(orenrflg HCeeag @snrouigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

If you want to have a debate, let us start a debate now.
If you want to debate it, we are ready. We can start the
debate now.

OO DAIBNWBDR O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, you go ahead. Make
your clarification in short.

©0 Lesvd endidm Bwmo

(oressryfl@ SCevras @ swrouTHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Speaker, do not do this. - [Interruption.]

O O 23®CSS Dm0

(rewrLfl@ wmiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Hon. Speaker, as the former Minister of Foreign
Affiars, - [Interruption.] ®® m»r »O®DO & RDOS
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@O QBNBD O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWSEST Sj6uiTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 12.00 noon and then resumed.
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(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please!
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTde)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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OO DOIBTNBDR O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

YB® ©® & o 8188 WOTTHO.

oG YO BEHER Owmo

(omeisLyfl@ svgagios SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, you can give your Ruling, but allow me to read
out the proposal.

@O QBNBD O
(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay. - [Interruption.]

O BEe BB SR Owmo

(omessTLyifl @ svgagiosT SliflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Then, you can give the Ruling. - [Interruption.] Sir, 1
am on my feet.

OO DOIBTNBDHD Do
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTdsiT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Kiriella, you go ahead.

o6 BEes AByER Svm

(omessrL)fl @ svgagioss SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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©0 esvd enddm dwnmo
(wrevsryfl g SCesras @ smTouTHevr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

There is a point of Order being raised by the Hon.
Leader of the House.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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OO DOIBNWBDR O

(omevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I know, you have the right to move the Motion first.

@0 Lexld endids Swmo

(wrewr @ HBesreiy @ evwTeuigeur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

By wwornwemn®d, you cannot just propose it. First,
you must allow me to move that Motion under Parliamentary
Business. So, you sit down.

B0 DIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, let the Hon. Leader of the House move the
Motion. - [Interruption.] Then, Hon. Kiriella, I will give
you the Floor to propose that; then, you can respond to
that.

Yes, Hon. Leader of the House?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(omedsTyfl@ WwenIng BTewTTILISSTT)
(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBTNBDR O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Nanayakkara, what is your point of Order? -
[Interruption.] Let the Hon. Leader of the House finish
first. Then, I will give you the Floor to raise your point of
Order.

©0 Lesvd endidm Owmo

(woressryifl@ SCevreis @ swrourHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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©0 esvd endin dwnmo
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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OO DOIBTNBHD Do

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the House, you move the Motion.

@0 Lesvd endim Ovmo
(orevstyifl@ SBevreis @ swrouTHewr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
FHEHD 9BID. [Pt BBO]

OO DOIBNWBHR O
(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6r)
(The Hon. Speaker)

You move the Motion.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Qe »OB »Tnsiedcied moeme B8Oy
200Bn®0 B dRD ¥y B wr ovsiesy. [ BIO]
REeNI®® HOB Oy v B0 BE®BIELT. [Pt BBO]

®O DIIBNWBDB O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

You go ahead and move the Motion.

@0 Les¥d endidr ®wmo

(wressryfl@ SCevreiy @ smTouiHevr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

©® 28n HBEFCEH 0r0ed8. Brnaed MBIEE. [Pt
BBO] & owed Onm Bwo oI, [ BBO] S»
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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DG OB NBNGE S OWm0
(oresrLyLfl@ enIOg BTETTIWLSSTT)
(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DAIBNWBDR O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

What is your point of Order? - [Interruption.]

O OBB NGNS Owm0

(oreTLLll@ enIag BHTesTTILSSTT)

(The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara)
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(LomevsTLLOl@ FUTBTWST HjeuTH6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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©6 VYR BB S Owmo

(omessrLyfl@ svgagiostT SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara, I will raise that. -
[Interruption.]

©0 LesTd endidm Bwmo
(oressryfl @ SCevras @ swrouiHeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
O DOINBDROB,- [ BEO]

OO DOIBTNWBDHD O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

asd @0d8; now, it is over. Hon. Kiriella, they have
withdrawn it. So, there is no point in talking about it. -
[Interruption.]

©6 BEe BB S Owmo

(omeisL)fl @ svgagiost SliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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©®ySemewrsy 9 a0 Omg BwE. [P BB

@O QBNBD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I will allow the Hon. Leader of the Opposition and
you to speak. Then, we will finish this. - [Interruption.]

©6 BEe AByEe Svm

(omessTLyif @ svgagLosT SliflsTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO ewldrsNd BdyuSemewsy 9EE XS evme? [P
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@O DBNBD O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

0. ewdsmnd e gEmc ox¥m. Hon. Leader of the
House, you are withdrawing it. [ Interruption.]

©0 esvd enddm dwnmo
(wrevsyflg SCesreas @ smrouTHevr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(worevstyifl@ SBevreis @ swrourseor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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OO DAIBNWBSDR O

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

So, you explain that. I have given you the Floor. -
[Interruption.] No, he must be given the chance to
explain. Then, we will move on to the next Item.

@S 88 eg®cis Bwmo
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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OO DAIBNWBDR O
(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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@ewo O Bwed.

OO DOIBTNWBDHD O
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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©0 885 0@ Swmo

(wressrflg sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

ewdlmn gom 2 8O 9 ¢ withdraw women. They are
not moving those.

@G 885 0@ Bwmo

(wrevryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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OO DOIBTNBDHR O
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(The Hon. Speaker)

ewddsn gm 2 80 9 edD osiesy sy Now it is
finished.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question proposed.
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(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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®0 88 @@ Bwmo
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

©0; DONEWROA, OBsie Grsve ©Bn@ "The
Hindu" s5@d Bemd, s o, [P B8®] “Yes, it is a
worry. This is something we discussed with the Indian
Government as well, and have asked if we could get a
moratorium on all loan repayments...” Bweco. [Bod BEO)]
wo 00d® HGETTO mMOME®O HBS WOBIB B ©O
O8sY¢ st B 9CE® O Bedmrdr. dn®ied
yBeTBe am®@n I8 88 Bumdo, -

OO DIIBNWBDR O

(oTenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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Gy w00 »E PO 0wluzNd. [ BIO] oY
Adjourn m»0c0 Bedsiesy. & demd® withdraw meo. ¢z
080 WE IO ewdHEND. [P BBO]

O HEBT DeFS Bw® Dwmo

(omessTLyfl@ HedlstT LISRTL T $uwioam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

%00 WE DD 8DE0Hed ©wdBrNd - [@d BB

OO DOIBTNWBDR O

(orerL @ FUTHTWST Sy6uTseT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, we have already
Adjourned the House. -[Interruption]. You already
explained. Now, we are moving on to the Adjournment
Motion.- [Interruption.] No, I decide on that. e®® »c&
DB @DEIeD ewlErNd 988ur BB OR®IO §dLEGD
@¢sds. [P B8®] Now, go ahead.

@G 88 0@ Bwmo
(wrevrfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@O0 QBNBD O

(orenrLfl@ FUTBHTWST S)6uTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RIn®ed point of Order dm e@iwmwle? [P BBO)
2n@0 mike O @ BedsTesy.

@G 885 0@ Bwmo

(wrevrfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTen)
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Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.

OO Do 28DGES Dwmn

(orerfl@ whiser Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Sir, I have some more time, I was told. I need about
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Edward Gunasekara to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

Sir, I have 20 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

No. You have been allotted only 10 minutes and now,
your time is over.
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But, Sir, I have been allotted 20 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

Sir, I cannot understand what you are saying. I want to
take another five minutes from our side.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Are you taking the
time allotted to the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan also?
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Hon. Nirmalanathan is not here. So, I will take five
minutes from his time.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
now.

Please, wind up

G Dreed eed. @858 Ovnn
(oressryifl@ wreweu. Car. Cresrrglymegm)
(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)
YSsmaw  UrFflenesrsensmeliisdsomrn
Ibss  Siwrerd 47 priHseflerTeib
BlewpCeummiiLi_L_g1. gysewer B)bs L Aulleri @)ssrmy 7H
r_GL_mib 6T6dTMm) C&FTsvsuem BT BIGET Ypomra
arslidHer@mrin. @erilrsflener @eirerpd  FidbHLLL
aflsvemev. @arlilirdflenesr FissULBLD MHTEHGLD 2 Vs

o GTemL_&&lw
THLODTHTS

prOseflsr seweoufBser @)uCs @) HdboHsHTerr GlFiislsTmet.
95HE& Coumi aufluilvensv. merTglug) CarlLruw rreuges
SeuiHEHD  SeumemLw U Aullearm  @)Hs BTy G
g urm  Ursflemesr @ pLiugraGeu  QETevdSpTi
HeflVeney. Y Bewer THMIGEHTETE DT HaNVemeD. sTBIGHEATTEV
I[IGDLOEBETTE (B)(HHd (PTG, BTHBISET 6THBISET LOGIT 6w 6T
all(HBmVHHTH, UL Wwohseafler allHBmeVEBTeH 26STHTILS
FHulled eTBISET QuEsSmsds Cament(h)  ClFseugIsmesT
TBIGEhEG KCrowr®m suflwrs @) me@o. 30/1 Fiwmesrid
womin 40/1 Sirwrarsens @)bs TH TDEHTH 6TETDTEL
FreuGsas5gletr  sewevuTHosemear euiser eusdbgyl B)HS
BT Q&b@GsT midst Gurdlsrprissr. o liugd FiauGss
prOseflst  semsvufhssirepsvid  slliflerdslenienLw  (@)esris
Ulrgflewest  FissliuBausn@d  euflliindss  euriiliyest ()
Tt @)bhSF  FHSTULSSIC g,

Q& meTalesrCGmedr. HeiTM]. 6uENTHSLD.

allenL_GlLupmIs



755 208800 756

®O § RN BTG n®

(oreTLll@ SewevenwSTHIGL 2 M leTi Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Bewd, 0o mYW EFS s ¢ @Bn®s. You have 16
minutes.
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(The Hon. Kanaka Herath - State Minister of Ports
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(The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame - State Minister of Small
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA left the Chair,
and THE HON. ANURA SIDNEY JAYARATHNE fook the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Hesha Withanage to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Hesha Withanage do now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. K. THURAIRETNASINGAM /eft the Chair,
and THE HON. HESHA WITHANAGE took the Chair.
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Sir, often we see, particularly professionals - we are
also talking about misconduct of some professionals here
- standing up for what is right and when they stand up for
what is right, they are being persecuted. Being someone
with a long track record in the private sector, before I
came into politics, many people asked me, “Is it good to
go into politics? Will there be reprisals when you are in
politics?" Now, we have to change this system.

Professionals, whether they are lawyers, doctors,
journalists, police officers, public servants, accountants,
bankers, business people, career diplomats, civil servants
or whoever they may be, must be protected when they do
their job.

I want to remind this House that in 2015, we tried to
do things differently. When the Government came into
power, many professionals were allowed to remain in
their positions and notable among those were the heads of
military intelligence, the State intelligence services and
the leadership of the Criminal Investigation Department.
Our Government only had one CID head - I want to make
that point very clear - who was appointed in 2012 under
President Mahinda Rajapaksa and that person, Senior
DIG Ravi Seveviratne, retired in December, 2019 under
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. We did not manipulate it.
We passed the Nineteenth Amendment to the
Constitution to bring rigour to key public sector
appointments, giving the Opposition also an opportunity
to have a say in those appointments.

But, compare that with what happened when President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa assumed duties on 19th November,
2019. The very next day, the first thing he did was, he
threw out CID Director Shani Abeysekara, demoted him
and sent him off as the Personal Assistant to the DIG in
charge of Galle. Even as a Member of the Opposition, 1
was hopeful that the Government would look forward and
not backwards, but what we have seen instead was of
unprecedented proportion.

The day before yesterday, thanks to the courage of
one Magistrate, Magistrate Ranga Disssanayake, we got
to know that the Government has transferred out and
gone after the officers who were involved in
investigating, not about the airbus deal, but about the
MiG deal. Who are those officers? DIG Dhammika
Priyantha has a Master’s Degree in Criminology and was
a former Deputy Director of the CID in charge of its
Financial Crimes Unit. SP Pavithra Dayaratne was a
senior SIS intelligence officer who specialized in
unravelling LTTE financial networks. Chief Inspector
Nihal Francis was an expert in Mutual Legal Assistance
System of obtaining evidence from foreign jurisdictions.
With regard to the MiG case alone, he secured evidence
from the US, the UK, British Islands, Latvia, Hong Kong
and Singapore. How does this country benefit by
transferring such officers with a proven track record to
Kilinochchi, the Traffic Division or to some other crimes
branch? Who are the officers they are bringing in to
replace those CID officers? People who had been
removed previously through disciplinary inquiries.

What are the kinds of investigations that are being
conducted now? Take the case of the abduction of the
Swiss Embassy employee, for example. When the CID
was called in to investigate that, they turned the
investigation into a baseless political witch-hunt with
innuendo that the alleged abduction of the employee was
fabricated by three professionals. That is the story that
was promoted. We have no problem with the
investigation, but how were the three professionals
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brought into that? The CID and the Government want us
to believe that former Editor of the "Sunday Observer”
and journalist of “The New York Times”, Dharisha
Bastians, former CID Director Shani Abeysekera and
former Chairman of the Lake House and the Hilton and
former member of the UNP Working Committee,
Krishantha Cooray, all got together to mastermind this
fictitious abduction. They have said this without a shred
of evidence simply to paint them as villains for not having
bowed to their threats and intimidation. They do not stop
there. They have also gone after the telephone records of
Dharisha Bastians and Krishantha Cooray, a very well-
known and respected media personality. They are using
the excuse of a criminal investigation for doing that. This
is the truth; this is the reality. They are checking on
Dharisha Bastians’ phone records to check whether she
had made calls to the CID. She is a journalist. They have
questioned the journalists and lawyers who worked with
her. How can the journalists practise their profession if
their phone records are checked by the CID at their
whims and fancies? If the CID needs to check a citizen’s
details, they must get a court order to do so. We are not
living in a military State and the House needs to take note
of this. We must not let these things slip by.

If there was any doubt that this was a political witch-
hunt, just look at what they have now done to Dharisha
Bastian’s husband, Mr. Gihan Indraguptha, a career
diplomat at the Foreign Ministry. He was posted to
Geneva two years ago. Now, as they want to put pressure
on his wife, he has been summarily recalled without an
explanation and without any replacement for him being
named. In doing so, the Government has violated not only
Gihan Indraguptha’s fundamental rights and legitimate
expectations as a career civil servant, but are also flouting
an ancient foundational principle that underpins every
decent system of law in the world and that fundamental
principle is - it is not a UNP policy; it is not a Pohottuwa
policy - that individuals should never be punished for
things they have not done, just because other people have
done those. It is not just that the Government is targeting
and persecuting professionals - that is a lesser crime - but
the greater crime is that the peers of the persecuted have
stood_silently without rising to the defence of their
comrades.

There was a time in Sri Lanka when a threat by the
Government, going after a journalist was enough to
provoke an outcry in the media through editorials of
condemnation. But now, I would like to ask the
journalists, “Are you all unprincipled or are you all
scared?” Not a single editorial has been written in
newspapers, protesting about this witch-hunt that is going
on. There was a time when the National Police
Commission and the IGP would have stood firm against
politically motivated transfers and appointments and
defended honest police officers who were persecuted for
doing their jobs. There was a time when the Bar
Association of Sri Lanka would have risen up in arms if
the Government had got the CID to summon an attorney-
at-law and grill her about confidential information and
journalistic sources. I would like to ask the President of
the Bar Association, “Do you not care about what is

happening?" It was left to a Magistrate to stick his neck
out and defend the professional police officers
responsible for the investigation into the MiG deal and
for Sri Lanka’s first ever successful extradition of a
criminal suspect.

Now, there is fear that those who stand between
Udayanga Weeratunga and his freedom will be targeted.
It is high time that all professionals stood up for those
who are doing what is right. The only people whose
integrity, honesty and professionalism stand between the
Government and a cover-up of the MiG deal are, Fort
Magistrate Ranga Dissanayake and the Attorney-General
Dappula De Livera. Already it has been reported that
moves are underway to pressurize the AG and to transfer
or to promote Ranga Dissanayake so that a more
amenable  Magistrate could handle Udayanga
Weeratunga’s case. This House, the Constitutional
Council, the independent media and the civil society must
stand in solidarity with the Magistrate and the Attorney-
General and shield them from undue influence. It speaks
volumes of the arrogance and entitlement of this
Government, and Udayanga Weeratunga, a first cousin of
the President and Prime Minister, was so confident that
the CID was on his side and would not try to remand him
and never in his wildest dreams did he imagine that a
Magistrate would risk the ire of someone with this
"royal" blood to do that. But, Magistrate Ranga
Dissanayake proved them wrong. I was glad that Hon.
Chamal Rajapaksa said that he would look into any
lapses by CID officials.

Sir, I will conclude quickly.

So, the professionals in this country must stand up for
and protect other professionals, ensuring that they are
allowed to do their jobs with integrity. Police officers
must stand up for their persecuted colleagues like Shani
Abeysekera and Nihal Francis. Journalists must speak out
against the pathetic attempt to frame people like Dharisha
Bastians for an abduction, merely because she made a
telephone call. Career diplomats must stand in solidarity
with Gihan Indraguptha, who is being punished because
of no fault of his. Lawyers and the Bar Association must
object to the harassment and interrogation of Anurangi
Singh by the CID and the Judiciary must stand guard
against any attempt to persecute Magistrate Ranga
Dissanayake for having the courage to stand tall.

Krishantha Cooray is a capable and committed man,
whom I have associated very closely. He loves this
country and has made huge sacrifices for it. Anyone who
knows him well will agree with me that he is actually
incapable of doing anything illegal or immoral. As a
country, whatever party we may belong to, we have a
duty to protect people like him. When we come to power,
we will never use the tools in our possession to sling mud
at professionals and business people like Susantha
Ratnayaka or Ashok Pathirage.

Finally, I must urge the professionals who are holding
powerful positions to execute their duties professionally
and others to stand up for your peers, despite your
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political preferences. If we do not do this, the brain drain
will continue and over time, we will lose all the people of
the caliber whom we need to develop this country and the
institutions that this nation needs.

Thank you very much.
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When you appoint a director to the board of a
commercial bank or any bank, particularly to a financial
institution, that person must be fit and proper. So, in the
first place, if the Government had been attempting to
influence the board of a particular commercial bank in Sri
Lanka by appointing people who are not fit and proper,
using the ownership of shares they have purchased in the
market through the EPF, it is not appropriate and had
been found fault with at the forensic audit. I am not going
to go into that, but using that power, to appoint people
who are not fit and proper to manage a large private bank
is inappropriate, to say the least. I do not want to mention
names in this case, but the people who are involved in
this, particularly the Ministry of Finance and the Central
Bank of Sri Lanka, must ensure that they would not let
people who have already been categorized as "not fit and
proper" to be appointed to boards of commercial banks.

2B Om »O8 g¢ § ¥ @Y B O v W
®ODem0 Jod yoauFBew 8O8s ¢ Pod T80
. & »O8 o® SriLankan Airlines o ddwm
BeBwed 8¢ B8s¥ Mr. Nimal Perera RBom
ygloewoed account 0 GeE @O Bedmdis Bwm
mademw. Actually, when I was reading the Forensic Audit
Report of the Central Bank, that name kept coming up and it
has nothing to do with the SriLankan Airlines, but it has
everything to do with the bond transactions and the
secondary market dealings that had happened from 2014 to
2016. Just to give you a few examples, in the case of 2015
and 2016, the Forensic Audit very clearly shows that there
was an intermediary in the transactions between the
Perpetual Treasuries Limited and the EPF, which means that
the Perpetual Treasuries Limited bought bonds at a low price
and sold to the EPF at a very high price. So, the allegation is
that they purchased and also sold the bonds using insider
information, ultimately causing a loss to the millions of
workers of the Employees’ Provident Fund. So, who is this
intermediary? Everybody has been speaking of Mr. Arjun
Aloysius and the EPF. But now, it is very clear by the
Forensic Audit that the intermediary in all these fraudulent
cases is none other than this same person whose name has
come up in relation to the bribe of US Dollars 16 million
that had been paid to the wife of former CEO of SriLankan
Airlines. So, Madam Chair, all what I am trying to establish
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here is that, from the documentation that is available to us,
the Forensic Audit Reports in our hands given to us by the
Speaker, there are some people in our society who seem to
be - I say "who seem to be' and I am not accusing those
people. I do not have the right to say that they are crooks or
criminals - involved in all that, which clearly suggest that
this same person has been involved in a billion-rupee fraud
in the bond market, in transactions in the stock market and
now, also in this particular case. So, I think it is worthwhile
for the authorities to look beyond just this one incident, this
one transaction, because to me, it seems that this is fairly a
well-networked operation. I am not going to mention names
here, but there have been allegations made, investigations
begun and even legal proceedings started on various frauds
dealing with provision of approval for various projects in the
past. So, when you look at these cases, Madam Chair, what
you see is that a list of names repeating. The frauds may
have taken place in SriLankan Airlines, in the stock market,
in the bond market or in some other place, but strangely, the
same people are involved. So, instead of looking at these
alleged frauds in silos, I think, somebody needs to go above
and understand how these people seem to have been
operating these rings of fraudulent activities in our society.
So, my point is that investigations ought to be done with a
broader and wider net applied.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.25 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Tuesday, 03rd March,2020, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
this Day.
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