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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and

Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies, Economic  Affairs, Resettlement and
Rehabilitation, Northern Province Development and
Youth Affairs:

(a) Is he aware that-

(1) there is a place of tourist attraction known
as “Lunugala Besamwala” in Badulla
District; and

(i) that place and its environment have been
affected by severe  environmental
pollution?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the steps the
Ministry intends to take to minimize
environmental pollution taking place at that
place?

©) If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies, Economic  Affairs, Resettlement and
Rehabilitation, Northern Province Development and
Youth Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, the financial allocations made
for the Ministry of Mahaweli Development
and Environment pertaining to the year
2017 by way of the Appropriation Act,
Supplementary Estimates and the other
additional provisions;

(i) the total amount of money spent by the
aforesaid Ministry in year 2017;

(iii)  the percentage of aforesaid sum as against
the total allocations made;

(iv) the balance amount of financial allocations;
and

(v) the percentage of aforesaid sum as against
the total allocations made?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Ishe aware that-

(i) a new syllabus has been introduced to the
students who are to sit for the GCE
(Advanced Level) Examination in the
Bioscience stream in the year 2019;

(i) they have been provided with a syllabus
containing only five units even after a lapse
of one year;

(iii)  those units too have been prepared only in
the English language; and

(iv) guidance on practical tests and teachers'
guides have not hitherto been provided for
new syllabus?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether training and awareness sessions on
the new syllabus were conducted for the
teachers when it was introduced; and

(i) the date on which action will be taken to
provide the complete syllabus?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Internal and Home Affairs and

Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(i) permits have been provided to some of the
councilors of the provincial councils which
are currently operative or stand dissolved to
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import vehicles under concessionary tax
basis;

(i) however, measures have not been taken to
provide such duty-free vehicle permits to
some of the councilors who remain and do
not remain as councilors of the provincial
councils which are currently operative or
stand dissolved; and

(iii)) some of the councilors who currently serve
or do not serve in the councils, have served
as councilors continuously for a period of
five years and that the majority of them are
members of the provincial councils which
currently stand dissolved?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he admits that it is a grave injustice
to deprive the concessionary duty-free
vehicle permits to some of the councilors
despite fulfilling all qualifications, when the
same facility has been extended to some
other councilors; and

(i) whether action will be taken to provide the
said vehicle permits to provincial councilors
to whom they have hitherto not been
provided?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Rural Economic

Affairs, Irrigation and Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the total extent of paddy land in hectares
cultivated in the Western Province during
the first season of year 2018;

(if) the total extent of fallow paddy land in
hectares which remained without being
cultivated in the Western Province; and

(iii) the number of metric tons of paddy yield
lost to the country as a result of the
abovementioned fallow paddy lands?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the number of hectares of paddy lands
which were cultivated but were subjected to
crop damage;

(if) the action taken to ensure non recurrence /
reduce of such crop damages; and

(iii) the date on which compensation will be
paid to farmers who were rendered destitute
as a result of crop damage?
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(c)  Will he further inform this House -

() whether permission is granted to use for
other economic purposes, the paddy fields
which are not used for cultivation;

(i) if so, whether feasibility studies in this
regard have been carried out; and

(iii)  the contents of such feasibility studies?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies, Economic  Affairs, Resettlement and
Rehabilitation, Northern Province Development and
Youth Affairs:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of persons to whom licences
have been issued for sand mining in the
District of Polonnaruwa from 2010 up to
date;

(i) the names, addresses and the telephone
numbers of the aforesaid persons; and

(iii)  the steps that will be taken by the Ministry
to control the monopoly that has been
created pertinent to sand industry in the
District of Polonnaruwa?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Megapolis and Western
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) if the Urban Development Authority has
prohibited the reclamation of low-lying
lands in the District of Colombo, the year
on which that ban was imposed;

(it)  if that ban has been lifted by now, the date
on which the ban was lifted and the reasons
which led to that;

(iii) the number of low-lying lands in the
District of Colombo for which approval has
been granted by the Urban Development
Authority or the Sri Lanka Land
Reclamation and Development Corporation
to reclaim from 10.01.2015 up to now; and

(iv) the names of the persons to whom the
approval was given?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @STCmed, esir?

asked the Minister of Education:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he state-

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

whether he acknowledges that the limited
competitive examination  for  the
recruitment to Grade III of the Sri Lanka
Principals’ Service was held in the year
2015;

whether he is aware that interview was held
in March 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 in the
year 2015;

the basis of recruitment of persons who
were recruited from the said interview;

whether he will submit the Ilist of

appointees to this House;

whether he admits that the candidates who
were not selected from the interview were
given an opportunity to submit appeals; and

whether he is aware that 43 of them were
granted appointments?

Will he also state -

()

(ii)

(iif)

whether he is aware that Mrs. S.K.K.
Gunathilake who appeared for the
interview under number 1487 and
submitted an appeal was not called for the
interview;

the reasons for not calling her for this
interview; and

if she had not been called for the interview
due to an oversight, whether action will be
taken to call her for an interview again and
take action to recruit her if she has fulfilled
the qualifications?

If not, why?
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(24) BHTCed, eyeir?

asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and

Cultural Affairs:

(@)  Will he inform this House of the action that has
been taken by the Government by now to preserve
the Kuragala archaeological site?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Postal Services and Muslim
Religious Affairs:

(@)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether postal charges for letters have been
increased by now;

(if) if so, the amount by which postal charges
have been increased;

(iii)  whether the public was made aware of this
increase in postal charges; and

(iv) if so, the method in which it was done and
the media used for this purpose?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Enterprise, Kandyan
Heritage and Kandy Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the public institutions to which parts of the
building in which the Head Office of the
Janatha Estate Development Board is
housed have been given on lease;

(ii) the floor area that has been given on lease,
the period of lease and the lease amount,
separately;

(iii) whether the amounts due for the relevant
period of lease have been completely paid
by the aforesaid institutions; and

(iv) if not, the action that has been taken by the
Janatha Estate Development Board in that
regard?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Rural Economic
Affairs, Irrigation and Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the name of the Working Director of Lanka
Phosphate Company Limited from the year
2015 to date;

(if) separately, the number of official vehicles,
fuel allowance, salary and allowances
granted to him; and

(iii)  the total payments that have been made to
him from the year 2015 to date?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether payments outside the approved
amounts have been made to him;

(i) if so, the amount paid thus; and

(iii)  the person who has granted approval for the
said payments?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of City Planning, Water Supply and
Higher Education:

Will he inform this House-

(a)

(b)

)

whether he admits that a severe drinking
water problem prevails in Kurunegala
District;

(i) the major drinking water projects
implemented to address that;

(iii) whether he is aware of the fact that
Polgahawela, Pothuhera, Alawwa Water
Project is in operation;

(iv) if so, the Divisional Secretaries' Divisions
covered by that; and

(v) whether steps will be taken to accelerate the
work of those project functions?

If not, why?
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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¢y points of Order Ry, 5y @Y. [Pe0 B3®] Points
of Order ®2n »n®i. Now, the Hon. Minister is
withdrawing it.
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We are not proceeding with this. - [Interruption.]
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SDM S|ELOFFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva - Non-Cabinet Minister of
Economic Reforms and Public Distribution)

O DOIBNIDROB, OO Dxndes ecsim.

@O0 QBB

(omessTLyifl@ FUTHTLEST B)ouTdsiT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

001 (20D8w) wde ¢ BCFD HOBROB, o@wwlg
RIn&ed yEmw6?

@0 (§0028w) w8 ¢ BT Owmo

(wrarflg (srBd) anias & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

®0T mONEHROA, @8 Sectoral Oversight Committee
Oenid 0® vy emY®un 8d®ITTVewsy ged Onw @edesy
. 28 9w e, 0®wud wceaddm 9idss monim.
800l 988un WOBI® §o»® Bwcy ¢’ BEwsm Bwe
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(oreiTLyfl@ svsargLosir sliflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, we are not proceeding with it. So, you may
adjourn Parliament.

gOesd @¢d B¢O, e ewYOsm PR ¢eIwT WY G&
FLL_@PeVLD, &R0 6T UILISY GUImLILi 1 .
Bill, by leave, withdrawn.

OO DAIBNBDHD Do

(oreiTyLfl@ FUTBTET H)6uiTdssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

&Y @wddzn WE, - [P BIOH] e®imnle, ©o BOE
86D OBROA? [@rde BB@25] Now, there is a proposal to
adjourn the House. Does the House agree?

®6 OFFOG

(omresryLfl@ 2_mitifesiser)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

OO DAIBNBDHD Do

(oreiTyfl@ FUTBTWET S)6uiTdssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Then, we can adjourn the House. We do not have to
go into an argument. We will adjourn the House now.

DEDO

RESlewauLi
ADJOURNMENT

oG VYOS BBy e @wmo

(oreisLyfl@ suFagLosir SliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

@O0 DOINEDHROB, “bEe®@xInd ¢l »E mE®
Gnw"8 © ewltsn OO,

G EBeszd 8>, e es®@» Ses.
aflsorr IBISSLILIL B eTPmyS Gl e 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

2088007290 30 emmcd ¢. wi 2.300, 2019 g¢eowdily
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gty . 1. 2.30 weflsg urrmepwsp, 2019 gsavl
07, ygeralypenw Lil. 1. 1.00 wenflasswr spsbslenanssiii’ L g).

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 2.30 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 07th August, 2019.
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