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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Public
Enterprise, Kandyan Heritage and Kandy Development and
Leader of the House)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

61 DONEDROB, Bwr@a8® W 8o @DEVD ew
B8 onE wdur ©D8L® §g@ivn® edxnedsy 2019
gom 32 edm 88y0m ¢ Emed®sInd 08 928us W»od.

00 »8ydm @ EDe®sIRND Jdhed Y BEIG 0w
@00 ®Y YW ©®YH BHBeDmw B8IC GoBm



305

[oct cFE0s BBaiEe @wmo]

208Ee@xInd 306

2018 8w e onad @m®ew0ded @cedlned®sined mbw
8002 Do850d OO 928er WSS.

adWeen 0D D 0D 6wl BE YRB ©® ewddsyn
»OS.

e 88z 8, e e8®®» Sa.
s (BIGSSLILIL (B THMYS CIBTETMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.

® OB @3B ES® Bwmo (305D s Ob® e

Lo IBC edege @iy ®)

(oreryfl@ welld Fwrallsrw - ilelBss) o LTwWWeDST

wHmID FreuGss aUidsdh HeWLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama - Minister of

Development Strategies and International Trade)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Annual Report of the Sri
Lanka Export Development Board for the year 2016 and
move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Economic Development.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha - Deputy Minister of
Development Strategies and International Trade)

A0 DONEDROB, EWeTID, BYVE OCOHE @B

B8mewud 8.8 ox3.8. BOF 6.8 ¢ B8FD Qwmiensy
Claq eoFnew 0© BEwsIDd.

©6 §dm 8BS DV (DEDIm 1 Dadets HOYD
Bewdss ¢@imsn®o)

(oreiTyllG Ysds uglrent - ess6sTHlsd wHMID eurenflu
SIIUVSET LT SjemLdei)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana - Deputy Minister of
Industry and Commerce)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

YEHOEO D28 B8EnSy

T & % E1hd% & eumiicpeD allewL g6
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(oreTyLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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asked the Minister of Development Strategies and
International Trade:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the date and place, the foundation stone was
laid for the inception of Volkswagen

factory;

(i) the extent of land earmarked for the
purpose;

(i) whether the said construction has
commenced;

(iv)  if so, the progress of the construction;

(v) whether the manufacturing process has
commenced after the completion of the
construction;

(vi) if so, the number of vehicles manufactured
by now; and

(vii)  if not, will the reasons be mentioned?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
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g3, Otherwise, I can read it out.

©0 ¢88 swedmS Owm
(orenryfl@ swrdy) LwGssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
It is US Dollars 5.7 million?

®G; OB @686 ® Dwmo
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

Yes, it is approximately Rs. 976 million. Do you want
me to read it out or can I table it?

OO ¢838 Bweedms Owmo
(orevsryfl@ swrdp) wCssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
Can you read it, please?

S OB @68 R® dwmo
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
Yes.

Property, Plant and Equipment - Rs. 78 million;
Leasehold Land - Rs. 81 million;

Boundary Wall - Rs. 49.3 million;

Preliminary and Land Preparation - Rs. 33.6 million;
Batching Plant - Rs. 17.8 million;

Road Works - Rs. 40.9 million;

Excavation of Burrow Lands - Rs. 50.8 million;

The Training Centre, which is more or less complete now

- Rs. 511 million;
Main Building Preliminaries - Rs. 38.8 million;
Labour Accommodation - Rs. 7.3 million;
Vehicle Park - Rs. 0.89 million;
Expatriate Accommodation - Rs. 13 million; and
Interest, during this construction period - 38.6 million.
In total, it is about Rs. 976 million.

(v) No.

(vi) None.

(vii) The construction of the main building has
not been done yet. The technical
collaborator has been changed from time to
time and there is a delay. The BOI has been
informed that they will open LCs for a
prefab building within the next month or so.

(b) Not relevant.
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Education)
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

No, wait. @0 ¢Fmdw e¢sis 8 ecsimemd.

I also went and had a look. There is a water stream
adjoining that. So, nothing has been built on that. As far
as we are concerned, we are also very concerned that
there is a delay and we have given the investor two more
months to open the LCs for these prefab buildings. If he
does not do so, we will be compelled to cancel this
agreement.
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asked the Minister of Tourism Development, Wildlife
and Christian Religious Affairs :

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that a
number of villages in the Uva Paranagama
electorate are subjected to the threat posed
by leopards;

(ii)  if so, of the names of those villages; and

(iii) the steps that are taken by the Ministry to
free those villages from the threat posed by
the leopards?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Power, Energy and Business

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the date on which the Ceylon Electricity
Board started to buy electricity from Ace
Power Embilipitiya (Pvt.) Ltd;

(i) the price paid per one unit during that
period;

(iif)  the total amount of money paid to the Ace
Embilipitiya Power Plant during that whole
period; and

(iv) the amount invested by the company that
owned the power plant?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the date on which the agreement was
extended after purchasing electricity for a
period of ten years;

(i) the reasons for the extension of the
agreement;

(iii) whether the approval of the Public Utility
Commission has been received for that;

(iv) if so, whether that approval will be tabled;
and

(v) whether all the agreements signed with the
Ace Embilipitya Power Plant will be
tabled?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of
National Policies, Economic Affairs, Resettlement and
Rehabilitation, Northern Province Development and
Youth Affairs, I ask for one month's time to answer that
Question.
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asked the Minister of Industry and Commerce,

Resettlement of Protracted Displaced Persons, Co-
operative Development and Vocational Training and
Skills Development:

(a) Ishe aware that-

(1) the Multi-purpose Co-operative Society
Limited of East Hewagam Korale is facing
a situation where daily services required by
the people cannot be provided because of
an irregularity that had taken place
involving deposits amounting to Rs.54
crores deposited with the Rural Bank
branches of the said Multi-purpose
Cooperative Society;

(i1) the depositors and members of the Multi-
purpose Co-operative Society are facing a
problematic situation as a result of not
being able to withdraw the deposits;

(iii)) the employees of the Multi-purpose Co-
operative Society might even lose their jobs
as a result of this situation; and

(iv) the entire co-operative system is facing the
danger of degeneration as relevant services
collapse day by day owing to this fraud?

(b) Will he inform this House whether necessary
action will be taken to solve this crisis speedily?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana - Deputy Minister of
Industry and Commerce and Acting Minister of Industry
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Persons and Co-operative Development and Vocational
Training and Skills Development)
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Bl sefled llsad 9aFdswenL_HleaTn6S6TLNS
GWeUTTT 6TEITLIENHUJLD;

(i) QO wesfled, aNWBIGDET UTTF  FhewgHemIL
siflswrs  gUlalpsSldF  CFiw  ewida
CuhHO&TTHTD BL_61IGHeMS WTESETLIEHSIU|LD,

Sjeui @)FFemLd@ Plafllimyr?
(=) B)sirCmev, eredr?

asked the Minister of Internal and Home Affairs and
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

() whether he is aware that the weekly fair
conducted temporarily near the replica of
Buddha Gaya situated at Mahiyangana
town turns into a mess during rainy days;
and

(if)  if so, the prompt measures that will be taken
by the Ministry to develop the
Mahiyangana weekly fair?

(b) Ifnot, why?

©G BERs BBy S @vwmo

(orerLfl@ svgagLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO WOITNBOROB, gwusInd ¥ BOed® WOYR ©Y
B ww W BT BHICH OB edNEDE @ OO
3@ WO gog 8E€nJ table* wdmda.

* e3e008ew O DA 3¢ 8E»0:
¥ FUTLSL_S8)60 sweudsLL L aflsoL
* Answer tabled:

(a) (i)  Yes.

(ii))  Until the year 2012, the Mahiyangana weekly fair has
been conducted in a proper way in the centre of the
town in a land owned by the Mahiyangana Pradeshiya
Sabha. However, in the year 2012 construction works
have been started in that land to build a commercial
complex with all the facilities and it is proposed to
complete the constructions of the commercial complex
by the end of this year.

Because of these construction works the weekly fair
functioned in this place is functioning in an empty land
near the Budhagaya image owned by the Mahiyangana
Raja Maha Viharaya since 2012 with a monthly rent of
Rs. 10000.00.

This temporary weekly fair is covered with temporary
protect prepared by coconut branches, asbestos sheets
and tent clothes without any permanent structures.
During rainy days the rain water pouring through these
tent clothes and running over the ground, due to this
the weekly fair looks dirty in these days.

However, necessary initial activities have been started
to construct a fully equipped weekly fair instead of this
temporary weekly fair. On the request of the
Mahiyangana Pradeshiya Sabha the Uva Provincial
Urban Development Authority has included to its 2020
Action Plan and completed the preparation of the plan
to build the weekly fair near the proposed commercial
complex being constructed in the place where the fair

functioned since 2012. It is expected to complete
works of the new weekly fair in the end of the year
2020.

The programme to develop the weekly fair has been
included in the Mahiyangana town development
programme prepared by the Urban Development
Authority as per the request of the Mahiyangana
Pradeshiya Sabha and the copy of the town
development plan is enclosed herewith.

(b) Not Relevant.
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara on behalf of the Hon.
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Ui @FFemudb@ pledliumyr?

(%) @HTCLeD, ersir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock
Development, Irrigation and Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

() the minor, medium and major scale
irrigation schemes renovated in Kegalle
District in the years 2015, 2016 and 2017;

(i)  the estimated amount for each renovation
work, separately;

(iii) whether tenders were called for the said
renovation work;

(iv) if so, whether a list of names of the
contractors who obtained those tenders will
be submitted;

(v)  the physical and financial progress of the
renovation work of that contract with
relevance to each of the aforesaid years;

(v) whether the feasibility study, environmental

and engineering reports relevant to that
renovation work will be submitted;

336

whether tenders were called for the silt, soil

or sand removed in renovation work; and

if so, whether a list of names of the

contractors who obtained those tenders will

(vi)
(vii)
be submitted?
(b) Ifnot, why?

@6 VLR BBy FE wmo

(omevorLyLfl@ sva6gLosiT &liflsTev6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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* Answer tabled:

@ (@
Year Minor Irrigation Schemes
2015 -
2016 Rehabilitation of Tanks

Construction of Structures

Irrigation Canals Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation of Field Canals

Rehabilitation of Anicuts

Canals

Improvements to Drainage Systems/

2017

Construction of new Anicuts

Minor Renovation of Anicuts

Canal downstream development

Rehabilitation of Tanks

Medium Irrigation Schemes

Major Irrigation Schemes

- Irrigation System Operations
and Maintenance, construction
of structures and rehabilitation
of head works, maintenance
works of agro-roads,
improvement of canal systems,
protection of  departmental
lands and  other assets,
renovation of flood damages
have been performed in
Medium Irrigation Schemes
such as Kehelpath Anicut and
Bandara Anicut in Kegalle
District within the years of
2015, 2016 and 2017.

- There are no Major Irrigation
Schemes in Kegalle District
that are being maintained by the
Irrigation Department.
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(i)
Year and Irmigation Minor lrngation Estimated Total Estimated
Scheme Schemes Amount (Rs.) (.Rs) Amount
[ | Rehabilitation of Tanks | 1.978.000.00 | )
Construction of Structures 3,453,500.00
| Rehabilitation of Iigation ]
| Canals
| e B 2
2016 Rehabilits f Filed 3
‘i. abihitation of File 1.463.000.00 50,387,900.00
Canals
Rehabilitation of anicuts 34,780,500.00
| | rements to Drainage
mprovements to Drainage £étEs0600
Systems/ Canals |
ction of new anicuts | 2,483,500.00 B
| har Renoweiion of 25,153,000.00
Anicuts |
Rt Canal downstream T 43:926,000.0.
? | 10,108,500.00
| development |
Rehabilitation of Tanks | 5,781,000.00
Total Esti 1 Amount for 2015, 2016, 2017 (Rs) 93,913,900.00
Year and Irrigation Medium Irrigation Estimated Total Estimated
Scheme Schemes Amount (Rs.) Amount (Rs.)
Opt_'r:lunrm and 355.221.70
Kehelpatl Maintenance
Anicut/ Essential rehabilitation
2015 . . 2,370,017.29
Bandara waork of Major and Medium 2.014.795.59
Anicut Irrigation Schemes T
(Department Heads)
Operati d
o 515.968.25
Kehelpath | Maintenance
2016 | Anicut/ Essential rl'l.'labililalion ) 1319.360.19
Bandara work of Major and Medium 803.400.94
Anicut Irrigation Schemes L
(Department Heads)
Operations aud 618.565.32
Kehelpath | Maintenance
Anicut/ Essential rehabilitation
m7 ? 1,898.022.78
Bandara work of Major and Medium
3 5 1,279.457.46
Anicut Irrigation Schemes
| (Department Heads)
~ Total Estimated Amount for 2015, 2016, 2017 (Rs) 5,587,409.26

(iii)  Minor Irrigation -
Medium and Major
Irrigation

(iv) & (v)

v Minor Irrigation

Medium and Major lrrigation

Projects lower than Rs. 5 Mn.
implemented under  minor
irrigations have been awarded

after  assigning as  direct
contracts to farmer
organizations and required

provisions will be released to
relevant districts and thereby,
relevant contracts will be
awarded by Assistant/Deputy
Commissioners in charge of
such districts.

- Tenders have been called.

- Can be presented.

- Can be presented.

Job description

Name of Contractor :]

Desilting of the major canal of
Kehelpath Anicut

WM

Arrangement of canal leakages with
a length of 48 meters at the position
of 04000 km of the major canal of
Kehelpath anicut.

Vasana Constructors

U.Aragoda

—————
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(V) Minor imigation schemes
l l Expenditure Financial '| Physical progress
Year | (Rs.) | progress % | Completed | Completed
2016 | 4879702542 | 9684 | 7 -
2017 | 3426102709 | 7871 | a8 -

Medium and Major irrigation - All the works have been finalized under the allocated
provisions and 100% of physical and financial
progress have been achieved.

- Not relevant

i)

Minor Irrigation

Medium and Major

Irrigation - It is kindly mentioned that

preparation  of  feasibility
reports and  environmental
reports for repairs, renovations
and rehabilitation works of
ongoing schemes is not
required. It is  further
mentioned that estimates have
been prepared after conducting
a filed study for all these
works.

(vii) No.
(viii) Not relevant.

(b) Notrelevant.
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TEACHING ISLAM AND BUDDHISM IN SCHOOLS IN NORTH
CENTRAL PROVINCE:TEACHER SHORTAGE
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35 gRIBBYDIensT 18y yE@me - (1):

(2) (1) cno 9 sges, vwE BaE 8e10m
QEE® @0® ©wy FPIDo® Bvw PVBID®
ecw Q0 Boww 1B IO ¢siesie;

dew 50, O yoLws) Bod® wewr 5y CRB
8wds mbede;

@5¥D) OB EO 85D esIOsTesIe?

(a0) oznde5®, S Bxsie?

(it)

Heva] YemwdFflib CsL L aflesrm:

(o)) QUL WSl raTenTsSlasier GlLmLarailsorer
@)evevrid
Querss uTL ewswd sHUNILSEDE WAl
uHDTSEGOD  BleveyHlsTmOSeTUmS  Sjeuil
S|MUTTT 6TETLIENGU|LD;

LITL_FTemeVs6160 FLOWISENSILLD



339

(i) oCwefled, SeuGUDHPIL BiGewar BIrliLausnE
GuhesrsreriiL@d  BLeugdHends  wrblgesr
LSS U|LD;

e @)FFewud@ plellimyr?
(=) BT, ersir?

asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that there is a scarcity
of teachers for teaching the subjects of
Islam and Buddhism in a number of schools
in the North Central Province; and

(i) if so, the steps that will be taken to fill the
aforesaid vacancies?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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asked the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he admits that the Sri Lanka
Railways, which is one of the main modes
of transport in Sri Lanka, is faced with the
problems of not being punctual, not running
railways properly and over crowdedness;

(if)  if so, the reasons for that;

(iif)  the number of trains of running condition in
the Department of Sri Lanka Railways;

(iv) whether they can meet all the railway
transport requirements in Sri Lanka; and

(v) if new Power Sets have been added to the
railway service after 2014, what they are?

(b) Ifnot, why?

o6 eBEOS AB8adc Owm

(oreTLyLll@ svFagLosiT sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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2059 eOMED & OO ydmwwd goe B8EnJ table*
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* Answer tabled:

(a) (i) Tadmit.

(ii))  The very outdated condition of the existing engines,
compartments and power sets being very outdated.

The need for operating an excessive number of
journeys at peak times and non-existence of a railway
track system sufficient for this requirement.

Very outdated condition of the signal system of some
lines.

At the times of failures in trains, non-availability of
sufficient facilities to recover trains from such failures
promptly.

Over-crowdedness is caused by the people increasingly
opting for using the rail transport because of its
convenience and cheapness against other transport
modes and the fact that it is not subject to delay caused
by traffic congestion. This also caused by the
availability of a limited number of compartments and
power sets to cater to the increasing number of
passenger.

(ii))  There are 110 trains in running condition.

(iv)  Although the services are carried out to the daily
passenger trains and freight trains driven by the
engines and power sets of the Sri Lanka Railway, most
of the engines and power sets are continuously
deployed in operation beyond the number of hours or
the kilometers at which the regular services are due. At
present, the engines and the power sets are not possible
to be kept at rest for servicing of them even at the due
number of hours of the kilometers as the train services
have to be maintained uninterruptedly.

12 power sets of S13 type (06 duel sets) are due to be
received under the Indian Line of Credit and at present
only 04 sets of them have been deployed in operation.
Around 08 sets are due to be put in operation shortly.
Also, 10 engines of M11 type are due to be received

208Ee@xInd 342

under the same Indian Line of Credit and as of now,
one engine has been deployed in service. Further, 09
engines are due to be received.

18 engines (09 sets) of S14 type to be run on the
Upper Line (Kandian Line) are currently in the
production process, and they will be put in operation
in the future.

Once the above engines and power sets are deployed
in operation, the daily passenger and freight train
schedules can be met without a problem, and this will
make it possible to direct the trains for services at due
times.

Further, 20 wagons and 30 oil tanks are due to be
received under the Indian Line of Credit. 160
compartments under the Indian Line of Credit and 70
compartments and 20 wagons under the Indonesian
Line of Credit are also due to be received. Deployment
of those wagons and compartments will make it
possible to operate trains on schedules that ensure
more passenger convenience, and similarly, the
addition of fuel tanks and the wagons to the service
will ensure systematic and punctual operation of oil
and freight transport services.

(v)  Yes.

Since the year 2014, 04 power sets of S13 type have so
far been added to the fleet of the Sri Lanka Railway,
which are as follows:

S13-959, S13-960, S13-963, S13-964

These power sets have been imported from India, and
the first two sets have been imported in December,
2018.

(b) Does not arise.
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RAMBUKKAN OYA RESERVOIR PROJECT: IRRIGATION
FACILITIES
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara on behalf of the Hon.
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock
Development, Irrigation and Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the extent of paddy land cultivated under
the Rambukkan Oya Reservoir Project of
the Mahaoya Divisional Secretary's
Division of the Ampara District in the Yala
season of 2018;

(i) the extent of land which can be irrigated in
future under the aforementioned irrigation
project; and

(iii)  the steps taken to achieve this?

(b)  Ifnot, why?

oG cBEOs BBy EE Dwmo

(oreoryLfl@ svgagLosir sliflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(a) (i) The total extent of paddy lands cultivated in Yala
season of 2018 is 2,200 acres.

(ii)  In addition to the 2,247acres which are irrigated now,
another 1,253 acres can be irrigated.

(iii)  Relevant lands have been identified and plans are
being prepared to provide irrigation facilities in the
upcoming Maha Season.

(b) Not relevant.
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DEVELOPMENT
756/°19
13.061 Diged® 22066 Owmo (OS] ©Cowesy
S8 Dnm @dRDD)
(oreTyllG auTHGHar BTeRTTWSSTT - WIS Llg QrmFTet
TeRTH RIS FTTLITS)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara on behalf of the Hon.
Roshan Ranasinghe)
35 gL sT ey yame - (1):
(a) (i) omeesIno®, BRe &I Bosced, 5

2019 & 20 344

@ mes O Buswsy ©eEITIHIGD Casiw
O O BeEed, 6 OB egdmwd anes
B0 @BV oD e,

(i) CosBe D&Y Bemced, 5 eddme ¢t
gsosme Gy ReswsIo @88  wed
GBS DD e Sue® mOedc;

@535y DR sy WOBIEBIE?

(a0) (i) ocsBe e Boced, 5 odde wsf
Berwsl »BdY Doncse nEe® @3¢
2BBBIB  BEHI @WE WOBVO  @cwEmS
Bedc;

(i) & e ©© Bomced gomm sHEDE
D188y BBe® HHH® ¥ s wB1EH®
eSO Bed;

(i) e m»®, OO wEy® mOeds;

@W5IB) O EOY 80D ¢rIDBTesIE?
(1) ozndel5®, S @xsie?

sHevall YewwdFenrd CxHl L allerT:

(=) () Oumsvsstarmiemeu Gprwed SHevfleigL
allsglwmreowgsled 5 oyib et AsPwent _Hs
LoTeTauTHemer GlLTeVssTMIewe Cmmuisy gl
wasr  allFurowsdy 6 b HrHHlev
@i 81565 TeIT6m TEw LD T6VT & TT60TLD
WrGH6sTLIEN S LD;

(i) Cmrwev saflay alsHwrTeowisslsv 5 rid eusnr
sevall  LuWlledTn  LTENTUTHEBSE — jeUTHeTH
THITHTEY  LTLFTemevds  sHevall  GCgrLiurs
UPBISLILIHILD Fiey wWTEHeTLINSW|LD;

Ojsui GO Heurymr?

(=) (i) Gorwed seflas algslurewgslev 5 b Srid
AsHwenL_bs LDT63dT6U TEHEW 6T Hevileigl
allsSwreowsslCuCuw  Cuagls  sevailssTs
FHUBSSIMUSD S STHITUTT&SSLILL_ (D6TengT
STEITLIEN S| LD;

(i) ospasrs Hs  alsSHurewssler  ereveri
auFglsemer CbLI(BSGIUSDSTET GIfls LHMID
BWTL_BI6V Sl L _BIS6T 6u&GHdbHLILL (HelTemesreum
6TEITLIENS 1L 1D;

(i)  oClesfled, HSHI L BIS6T WTew6 6TEITLIENSW|LD;

Sjeui @)dFFewLid@ mlaliiuimyr?

(@) @erGmev, syevr?

asked the Minister of Education:

(a)  Will he state-

(1) the reason for not admitting the students of
Royal Primary College, Polonnaruwa, who
have passed Grade 5 to Grade 6 of
Plonnaruwa Royal Central College; and

(ii) the solutions that will be provided in
relation to the secondary education of the
students who had their education up to
Grade 5 at Royal Primary College?

(b)  Will he inform this House-
(1) whether it is intended to provide secondary
education for the students of Royal Primary
College, Polonnaruwa, who have passed
Grade 5 within that school itself;
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(i) whether immediate and long term plans
have been developed to improve the other
facilities of that school for that purpose; and

(iii)  if so, what those plans are?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Parliament counted, and a Quorum not being present, the Division
Bells were ordered to be rung.

Later, a Quorum being present-
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The Hon. Douglas Devananda can continue his speech
now. - [Not inthe Chamber.]

Then, the Hon. Sisira Jayakody.
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(The Hon. Chandima Gamage)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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What is your point of Order?
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That is not a point of Order. -[Interruption.] Hon.
Sisira Jayakody, please continue.
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Then, the next speaker is the Hon. S.M. Chandrasena.
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Whereupon THE HON. ANURA SIDNEY JAYARATHNE left the
Chair, and THE HON. THARAKA BALASURIYA took the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. THARAKA BALASURIYA left the
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WIJEMANNA took the Chair
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana )

Hon. Chair, I rise today to debate in this House the
Revival of Underperforming Enterprises or Underutilized
Assets (Repeal) Bill, a Bill to repeal the Act more
commonly known as the Expropriation Act.

Since the formulation of this Act in 2011 by the
previous Government, it created shockwaves, garnered
significant controversy and negative uproar from the
business community, both here in Sri Lanka and
overseas. Furthermore, many burgeoning local
entrepreneurs and successful conglomerates have been
affected not just on the basis of certain assets meeting the
broad criteria of this Act, but also due to political
machinations outside their control. As such, this Act
created a grave precedent for the country, particularly at
a time when the appropriate climate and platforms need
to be established to usher in and promote Foreign Direct
Investments into our country to offset our national debt
and furthermore, develop our economy in a sustainable
manner. This sheer lack of foresight on the basis of mere
political manipulation by the previous Government in
bringing this Bill through the back door in 2011 has
resulted in significant backlash, particularly from the
international community, who, since 2011, have vividly
expressed their discontent and apprehension in investing
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capital in Sri Lanka, solely on the basis of uncertainty and
the effect this Act had on the Sri Lanka's Ease of Doing
Business Index.

Hon. Chair, what was even more alarming was the
mechanisms and mannerisms the previous Government
undertook to shield this Act from public knowledge until
the very last minute, having the Bill drafted not by the
Legal Draftsman, but by a private company and
thereafter, quietly sending it to the Supreme Court for
determination, preventing the draft being made public
prior to the 48-hour deadline of the Court, thereby all the
while effectively preventing any citizen or people's
Representative from expressing their objections at the
correct forum. This entire process was not only a sham
against the democratic principles of our country and
certainly did not have the people's best interests in mind,
but was more of a way of legalizing politically motivated
seizure of private assets utilizing State machinery with no
relief or reasoning provided; in other words, a legalized
daylight robbery. This type of sheer overreach over the
public-private divide is another perfect example of the
mannerisms through which the previous Government
notoriously operated and one which the public should
never forget.

Henceforth, given the uncertainty and injustice
presented by this Act, it was pleasing to note that the
Minister of Finance, the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, in
his Budget Speech of 2018, presented the Government’s
intent to repeal this controversial Act. Furthermore, it
gave further relief to the private sector when the Cabinet
reached a decision on 9th April to present a draft Bill to
Parliament to repeal this Act in full.

Having perused through the draft repeal Bill, it is
important to note that upon passing of this repeal Bill, the
assets already taken over by the Government from the
private sector will not be returned to the previous owners,
but will be maintained under the custody of the Secretary
to the Treasury.

This is largely unfortunate. I am of the strong opinion
that we, as the Government, should move towards
privatization of our State-owned enterprises, especially
those that are largely underperforming, given the burden
they are placing on our national balance sheet.
Nevertheless, it is imperative that measures taken by our
Government such as the repealing of this notorious Act be
the first.

At this juncture, I wish to note that many criticisms
inside and outside this House have been raised against the
Hon. Minister Daya Gamage. It is a well-known fact that
the Hon. Daya Gamage is one of Sri Lanka’s foremost
entrepreneurs prior to entering the political fray and
moreover, a residents of the Eastern Province. We, the
citizens of the Eastern Province, and the entire Sri
Lankans have benefitted tremendously from the toil and
sweat that the Hon. Daya Gamage has put into his
entrepreneurial efforts over the years, especially in our
area. So, instead of criticizing him to score cheap political
points, one must look further and realize that in order for
Sri Lanka to achieve true prosperity, it is our

responsibility as elected Representatives of the people in
this august House to aggressively promote and introduce
far-reaching policies which shall create the enabling
environment for many more entrepreneurs like the Hon.
Daya Gamages to be nurtured and achieve true success in
our country, thereby contributing fruitfully to our
economy and our nation.

I thank the Hon. Daya Gamage for his many sacrifices
and selfless contributions to our economy through his
entrepreneurial efforts, a sacrifice that he is making even
today while he too was a victim, due to his political
affiliations, of this notorious Act. Still, he will not be able
to get back the rights to his property, which was forcibly
taken from him by the previous Government, but yet, he
is advocating this solely to ensure that others like him
shall not meet a similar fate like he did. I salute the Hon.
Daya Gamage and all the Hon. Members of this
Government who worked hard to ensure that such
heinous policies are done away with forever.

Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member.
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