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Question ordered to stand down.
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IRRIGATION SCHEMES RENOVATED FROM 2015-2017 :
KILINOCHCHI DISTRICT
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane on behalf of the

Hon. R.M. Padma Udhayashantha Gunasekera)
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(viii)
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Gupuly yesrgewwliyls  uenflgafler  Cumg

SISHOLILIL L. QIEDTL 60 LIlge|, LOGWT [VeVG)
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9 Qwefled, &b  Camsmails  ugFlrmisemer
QunHMI&6)s TeTL PUILIBSS TTTSHeilssT

Ul 1qwQevTssTemm FOMILIILITTT 6TeiTLIEN HU|LD;

Ui @)dFFewLid@ Mlalliiumyr?

(=) @)Cpev, ereir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Rural Economic
Affairs, Livestock Development, Irrigation and Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources Development:

Will he inform this House-

(a)

(b)

(M)

(i)
(ii)
(iv)

W)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

the minor, medium and major irrigation
schemes renovated in Kilinochchi District
in the years 2015, 2016 and 2017;

the estimated amount for each renovation
work, separately;

whether tenders were called for the said
renovation work;

if so, whether a list of names of the
contractors who obtained those tenders will
be submitted;

the physical and financial progress of the
renovation work of that contract with
relevance to each of the aforesaid years;

whether the feasibility study, environmental
and engineering reports relevant to that
renovation work will be submitted;

whether tenders were called for the silt, soil
or sand removed in renovation work; and

if so, whether a list of names of the
contractors who obtained those tenders will
be submitted?

If not, why?
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2017 11,883,844.65 | 72.13 05 01




429 2019 &&n 15 430

(V) @mumo gddnses, 8udm Dulim R 0B gdws
e20g and @8I0 e Ened®siny ©8¢m® BmSewvn
D302 Bt O BSm 8.

(vi))  oy».

(vill)  @¢g evned.
(0)  @cE @2%0ed.

OO DOIBNBDHD O

(oreT L@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm gom 6 - 488/'19 - (1), 0o @wvsie egFo®ed
®nmN.

@67 (99028w) PV QewDEDD s
(omessrLll@ (HLTHIF) LibGI6V @ 6wT6uTS60T)
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APPROPRIATION BILL, 2019
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Considered further in Committee - [Progress: 14th March]
[HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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HEAD 126. - MINISTER OF EDUCATION

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 19,346,000,000
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No, Sir, I will take fifteen minutes first.
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Hon. Chairman, between 2011 and 2014, Recurrent
Expenditure was Rs. 68 billion. Between 2015 and 20138,
it rose up to Rs. 124 billion. It is almost 83 per cent
increase in Recurrent Expenditure alone.  Capital
expenditure, between 2011 and 2014, was Rs. 36 billion
as against the expenditure of Rs. 77 billion between 2015
and 2018, which is an 114 per cent increase. So, overall,
we have invested in the Higher Education sector 93 per
cent more than the earlier regime's period. I mean, this
is the difference in the investment in this sector.

Having said that, let me also very briefly tell you
this. We have in our system 15 universities, 18 institutes
and three campuses and in the Non-state sector 20
institutes have been granted degree-awarding status and
several private institutions offer foreign degrees as well.
Now, I am also glad to say this. Let me say this because
this is a matter of pride for us. While the Eastern
Province enjoyed the privilege of having two
universities, Eastern University and South Eastern
University, due to the conflict in the Northern Province,
the Northern Province had only one university, that is the
University of Jaffna. I am happy to announce today that
steps have been taken to establish the second university
at the location of the Vavuniya Campus titled “University
of Vanni” and the Gazette will be released shortly.
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Hon. Chairman, high quality university education is a
magnet for nation building and we expect the universities
to urgently address the issue of skills mismatch
especially in the field of Humanities and Social
Sciences, which constitute about 30 per cent of university
intake. Universities have responded positively to this call
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and with the AHEAD Project of the World Bank, all 15
State universities have won a competitive block grant of
Rs. 100 million each for major restructuring of the
curricula, syllabi, teaching - learning activities and
evaluation systems. I will be handing over these awards
on the 24™ of March 2019.

Then, I must also talk about some of the changes that
had taken place in some other areas, particularly, the
quality assurance in higher education sector. A process-
driven quality assurance system is already in existence in
the State universities under the Quality Assurance
Division of the University Grants Commission. A
sustainable grading system in QA is in operation for
State universities. However, we have recognized some
deficiencies in the quality assurance and accreditation
process in the higher education system in Sri Lanka,
specially in Non-state higher education system. To
address this issue which has a national impact, I am happy
to inform you that a long awaited Bill to establish an
Independent Qualify Assurance and Accreditation
Commission for both State and Non-state higher
education system is about to be submitted, next week I
will submit the Cabinet paper, and we will bring the Bill
to Parliament within the coming weeks. The necessary
legal framework is already completed by the Legal
Draftsman and the Office of the Attorney General. The
Bill is expected to transform the quality of higher
education landscape in Sri Lanka. In this context of
quality assurance in higher education, I am also pleased to
inform you that all global quality assurance agencies are
going to be in Sri Lanka from 25th to 30th of March,
2019 to have their Biannual Global Conference in
Quality Assurance in Higher Education. That is a matter
of pride for all of us. We were able to bring a large
number of delegates to attend these conferences.

Then, I wish to deal with a few important aspects of
challenges that we face in the higher education sector.
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Mr. Chairman, I know my time is up. But I just want
to say a few words quickly about the issue of ragging in
our university system. This is a serious problem in our
university system. We have taken note of it. The
University Grants Commission has been constantly
discussing this matter with the Vice Chancellors in
several universities. We understand that almost 1,987
students have left after entering universities and this is a
very serious problem and most of them have left because
of this inhumane ragging in the university system.

So, now we have adopted a zero-tolerance policy
about ragging and we are taking effective action to
prevent this. Of course, the entire power to prevent this
happening is vested in the Vice Chancellors and the
Councils of all those universities. But despite all the
actions that have been taken by the UGC we still find that
very inhumane methods are being used to carry on
ragging in the universities. So, we are going on adopting a
zero-tolerance policy. So, particularly with regard to
ragging and sexual and gender-based violence in
universities, I would like to say, providing safe and
conducive environment in the universities is essential for
development of higher education. There is a national
outcry to curb the menace of ragging and sexual and
gender-based violence in State universities. The UGC has
taken a strategic lead to address gender inequalities and to
prevent and minimize ragging and sexual and gender-
based violence in State universities with the underlying
principle, "zero-tolerance" to ragging and therefore, the
major outcome in 2018 was the online ragging and sexual
and gender-based violence redress mechanism at the UGC
with a 24-hour hotline. We have seen increasing number
of affected students and staff accessing the complaint
system now and visiting the centre to make complaints
confidentially with their parents and benefitting while
perpetrators are receiving appropriate punishments.

Emergency safety mobile App for emergency
situations including ragging and sexual and gender-based

violence was piloted and is being introduced. The UGC
database on ragging is being linked to databases at the
universities. Policy makers, planners, administrators and
academia within the university system are being
empowered to handle this. So, there are a variety of
actions that we have taken. We are now conducting a
major research study on the present status of incidents of
ragging and sexual harassments in the State university
system and strategies on combatting them at the system
level to feed into policy decisions of the UGC including a
high-powered taskforce to prevent and eliminate ragging
with representatives from senior police officers, senior
officers of the Attorney-General’s Department and
university authorities responsible for student discipline.

So, this is a very important matter, Mr. Chairman.
This is an issue that our Government will address with
earnest seriousness that needs to be devoted to this aspect
in our university system.

Thank you very much.
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Order, please!
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The next speaker is the Hon. Imran Maharoof. You
have ten minutes.
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Table 38: Computers availability for students
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Hon. Speaker, will now take the Chair.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning, Water

Supply and Higher Education)

Hon. Chairman, let me be very brief since time is
limited. In the morning, I dealt with the Higher Education
sector. Now, I have to say a few words on the Water
Supply and City Planning sector.

In all, the National Water Supply and Drainage Board
has completed 16 water projects and 38 projects are
ongoing. Then, in the pipeline, we have another 30 odd
projects. So, altogether, this amounts to Rs.1,192 billion
worth of projects ongoing, completed as well as those in
the pipeline, which have received some kind of approval
to proceed. This will bring in almost another 2,390,367
connections to the Water Supply and Drainage Board.

We have, in our Investment Plan, various projects,
which I have no time to describe here. But, I would like to
briefly deal with the situation relating to the non-revenue
water as far as the Water Supply and Drainage Board is
concerned, because that has been one of the issues which
always draws a lot of criticism. Islandwide, we have
brought down the non-revenue water from 27 per cent to
24 per cent. In Colombo, it has come down to almost 40
per cent. This issue is of some concern. Therefore, we are
working towards improving the situation.

I must also say something about the criticism relating
to employment in the Water Supply and Drainage Board.
Sir, we have an approved cadre of 11,073 though the
existing cadre is only 10,185. We have had, in the past,
4.31 persons being employed per thousand connections,
which was almost 5.19 persons per thousand connections
in 2015. So, after I took over, the ratio of employees per
thousand connections has come down drastically. This is
an issue that, sometimes, is always misunderstood saying
that we have been employing more than what is
necessary. But, we are moving towards a situation where
these will be brought under control.

In the meantime, it is very regrettable that the tariff
has not been revised.

oY TR EINNISISISION

(orenTLfl@ sallFreri Hjauider)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Minister, you have another two minutes.
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©G 69 S RO Dvmo

(woresriflg eyt amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Sir, I will finish within three minutes because I have to
reply to some of the Hon. Members who have raised their
matters.

Particularly, the Hon. Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran
brought certain allegations against the Ministry saying
that we have been only serving certain communities and
that the Tamil community has been neglected by the City
Planning Division of my Ministry. I must say that we
have spent almost Rs. 566 million in the Tamil areas
during the last two years. In Batticaloa, in Tamil areas of
the Town alone, we have spent Rs. 200 million. Even in
his Ampara District, on work carried out in Navithanvali,
Saraswathi Vidyalaya, Navithanvali Road,
Thambinayagapuram, Clinic Centre in Senakudiyiruppu,
on improvment of Beach Road in Pandiuruppu and
Malwatte Road, we have spent a lot of money. Then, he
spoke about street lamps being installed only in non-
Tamil areas.

I must say that the installation of street lights from
Thalavatuvan Junction to Wesley High School Junction,
Kalmunai has been done through my Ministry. So, these
are all baseless allegations. We have spent almost Rs. 560
million in the Tamil areas.

[OYo TR I ARIZT S TON)

(omevsTLOl@ SallFTeani jeuidser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Minister, I am sorry to interrupt you, but you
have almost exhausted your time.

@G 6 S HRO dwmo

(wredrLiflg eyt amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Sir, there are several other questions, particularly
relating to water supply in the Tamil areas. I must say that
we have taken action to implement a project at the cost of
Rs. 5.5 billion to cover certain Tamil areas which have
been left out in the Ampara District: Thirukkovil DS
Division, Navithanveli Central Camp, Panankadu,
Kannakipuram, Alayadivembu areas, Aligambay and
Neeththai in Alayadiwembu Division. That contract had
been awarded and now, the procurement is proceeding.
So, I think, within the course of this year, we will start
work on that and those grievances will be met. Similarly,
the issue of the Unnichchi Tank has, once again, been
raised by the Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran and other
Hon. Members. We will be looking into that and giving
whatever relief possible.

In the meantime, some other issues have been raised
by other Hon. Members, to whom I need to reply. But,
since time is limited, let me write to them and clarify all
their questions.

Thank you, Sir.
B3 B3B8 BHO0

(orenTLfl@ sallFreni Hjauider)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Thank you very much, Hon. Minister, for your
understanding. Se¢®0, 0 gssm HOBY®s.

OO 20 Sededns Dvwmo
(orevsTLl@ &ehFer all GGssr)
(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

IO Te TR INNISISISION)

(oredrLfl@ sallFreri Hjauiaer)

(The Hon. Chairman)

What is the point of Order? Time is limited.

B35 0% Sedeedms Dvmo
(wrenryLil@ sepser alCnCsar)
(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)
Sir, I want to ask one question.

B 398 RHOs

(orerLfl@ sallFreri Hjsuiaer)

(The Hon. Chairman)

No, you cannot ask questions at this time.

B35 0% Sedeedms Dvmo
(wrenryLil@ sepser alGnCsar)
(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)
Just one clarification.

®O 85188

(oressrLll@ sallFmeri ojeuirdser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

No clarifications can be allowed. We have to stop at
that.

@G 655 v RO Swmo

(el poyi amsib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

If 1 say this very quickly, Sir, the Hon. Kanchana
Wijesekera said that we are not giving water connections.
He said that our officials are saying, “We cannot give
connections until 2025”. In fact, the Matara Water Supply
Project - Stage IV will be completed by April, 2020 and
the following areas will be covered: Malimbada,
Weligama, Welipitiya,  Athuraliya, Thihagoda,
Devinuwara, Dickwella, Kirinda Puhulwella,
Kamburupitiya and Beliatta also. Rs. 18 billion is being
spent on this and the population that will be covered is
280,000 with a 24-hour connection to the existing people.
It is a very large project that we are implementing.

oY TR EINNISISISION

(orenTLyfl@ sallFreri Hjauider)

(The Hon. Chairman)

That is fine. Thank you very much.

@G 655 v RO Bwmo

(el poy amsib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

I will write to you, Hon. Member.

O35 98RO

(oresrLyfl@ sallFreri Hjsuidseir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Minister of Education.

®G gBE 868 8wDes® wmo

(orenrLfl@ SsHev allymey srflweugid)

(The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam)

OO 83BROB, O DD EDEDR BedmrDae?
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 19,346,000,000, for Head 126,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,040,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,040,000,000, for Head 126,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 36,829,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 36,829,000,000, for Head 126,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 42,690,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 42,690,000,000, for Head 126,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 212.- DEPARTMENT OF EXAMINATIONS

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 4,265,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,265,000,000, for Head 212,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 212, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 730,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 730,000,000, for Head 212,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 212, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 213.- DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PUBLICATIONS

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 60,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 60,000,000, for Head 213,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 213, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 40,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 40,000,000, for Head 213,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 213, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 607,000,000, for Head 166,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 166, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 39,390,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 39,390,000,000, for Head 166,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 166, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 823,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 823,000,000, for Head 166,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 166, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 23,643,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 23,643,000,000, for Head 166,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 166, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 214.- UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 45,625,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 45,625,000,000, for Head 214,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 214, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 16,100,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 16,100,000,000, for Head 214,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 214, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 332.- DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL COMMUNITY
WATER SUPPLY

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 148,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 148,000,000, for Head 332,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 332, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 206,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 206,000,000, for Head 332,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 332, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

©6 BEOs BBydE dwmo
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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At 6.55 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.
Committee report Progress; to sit again on Saturday, 16th March,
2019.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.58 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Saturday, 16th March, 2079 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of %h March, 2019.
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