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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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REVISED DRAFT STANDING ORDERS AND CODE OF
CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
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(oressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

OO0 DOIBNBHD S

(orevTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher
Education and Highways and Leader of the House of
Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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PERFORMANCE REPORT OF AUDIT SERVICE
COMMISSION
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(The Hon. Speaker)

8 oo YySIEm 9O dmoved et ®
01305000 41 &1(6) v 1530 D105 ywoce 2017.07.01
g 80 2017.09.30 2 ¢ Bmensy @D emaBesy wwred
8 50025y Do&m00 B8 928w wIS.

E8 eF28w 88w xId®
ForiNssiul L ugSrsbiser
PAPERS PRESENTED

O OBBID WO €IBEH Dwm (DO 5w 28Bedxsin
yBescdmien g@ums v ey vBved

o) 838w ®0)
(wreTyllE

SWhHS SH(HEWITHlVES -  Hrewl  HMID
UTTTEHLOGTD WMIFTEDOLIL] HEDFFHLID Y TFThisd s Flulle
YPSHBHTVTFTEYILD)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and
Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera - Minister of
Sustainable Development and Wildlife and Minister of
Buddhasasana)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera - Minister of Finance and
Mass Media)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella )
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake - Minister of Plantation
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.

B3] ®BBID WO IR R Dvmo

(oresryll@ SWhe SmHenTTSVS55)
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Question put, and agreed to.

OO DBBID WS IBEH Dwmo

(oreryll@ SWhs SmHenTTSVS55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O WONEDROB, B a@imnn® 0dmedsi ©©
2014 D8sw wewr o $idm R woRden glmiBed
D088 o800 O 928ux ®SS.

O® D800 MmO, Beh, W W &G1OBST BENE GaoGm
e e O 8D 00D 0w BE GBS ©® ewdsn
8.

G S@esz 8z, et e3®@» Ses.
aflsorr e fl(Gl s LI’ (5) eTmmys; elsmerem i L ).
Question put, and agreed to.
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report of the Committee
on Public Finance on,

(1) Excise (Amendment) Bill;

(i) Notes on the Supplementary Allocations given
from the Budgetary Support Services and

Contingent Liabilities provision made under the
Department of National Budget as per the
Introduction Note of the Annual Estimates;

(i) Financial Performance of the Third Quarter of
2017,

(iv) Regulations under the Finance Act;

(v) Resolution for Revision of Remuneration of the
Chairman & the Vice Chairman and the
Allowances of the Members of the National
Education Commission; and

(vi) Resolution for Determination of Salaries and
allowances to Mr. HM. GaminiWijesinghe, the
Auditor General

which were referred to the said Committee.
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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@G ¢85 LsImBeso® dwm

(wreapTyll@ edls WwTesTeTiGLI(HLD)

(The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera - Deputy Minister of Power and
Renewable Energy)
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(The Hon. Palitha Tewarapperuma - Deputy Minister of

Internal Affairs, Wayamba Development and Cultural

Affairs)
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Presented by the Hon.Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Prime Minister, Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs; to
be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 06th March, 2018 and to be
printed;, and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Prime Minister and Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs;
to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 06th March, 2018 and to be
printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.
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[At this stage, the Members of the Joint Opposition rose from their
seats.]
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©0 Botd ReadsD Ownm
(wrewsryllg HBereiy @ smreuiiGeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
08 grusiensy e@m&.

OO DIBINWBDHD) S0
(oressryll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

BES By B BNt

@0 Le¥d @edELD Bwnmo

(orerllg HCevrey @ ewrouiHeur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

"50g00 @® wwins m»" BwE B SO0 YI®
WO Bedm . "wnrnn m»" BoEr 00O yma mSEs
BI0 D1Dedceme O 8:8Ee®sIned -

©0 BB BBadc Owmo
(oressrLll@ svFangLosiT #iflsTsvev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
OO 2 BB DD OB ,-

oG exvd edb® ®vmo

(orerllg FHCesrey @ ewTouteur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OG0 CBERE BBHECE #HOBROB, 0wty ©O o
@esY5). RN 80 videdd Bwsin. [@ds BB

OO DAIBNBDHR O

(omressTLLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®G Lo¥d QDS IEn® O WHOBIBY.

@0 Lesvd QedED Bvnmo

(orewrllg HCesray @ ewToutgeur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OuDEFN QB O 38Ee@Ind mOgn RBBed
@De® yedred®sy ged ©®edde &dWBr WO
»OgD ®E 98. I8 08 BurTesy. dow® ewn Bgedo
Beadm 0 ymaed o 8 Bedm Bw @8 dIn®ieesy
CEOE WO RO Bwsiy), FemEeEs eOm®
2Y5® @500 O 8@ &0 O Bwo. Yeuvd sy BH®
eOm @O B 0 »OB quvd wewsies’.
2@sOC;, Bewd®s g@wmsdo o @80 m»©IYB.
@®mme, 8 O HOB QYO w3100 50 geco 30 ¢ 4
ed5I A Yevd® HIFOWW wder e® gwd PEenD
I . OP RVI®iensy  evneddews’ e® oEE®
DO,

OO DAIBNWBHD O

(omessTLll@ FUTBTWST Sjeui6ir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

00 & o ewisE ACTHO. 0 Be dDaewsy -
officially - ¢2)® 80w mSc0 BReed myror.

o6 CBEOS AB8adE Dwmo
(oreorLfl@ svgagLossr SliflsTevev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
S DD DROB, -

OO DIBNBHD S

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiTsei)
(The Hon. Speaker)

B3 BDIBNBDBRS DD WHOBIB.

SgwO, @0 Digedd »NNBWEC OB WS
®OBID.

o6 BEOS ABydc Dvmo

(oressTLll@ svgagLos #liflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OGS WONIDROR, s¥med Bedm od®mO VIS0
D0 @Iy .



343 208Bedsind 344

B0 DDIBNWBD O
(wrewTyl@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

0.

o0 CHEOS BBaFe ©wmo

(omressrfl@ svgagiosst HliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

2o Mbehs o®eB. @¥ BICE GedldO -LiBm
eROO- e Bedms. g8 »HO® OO @y BIEH
edfed @Imdr. [ BBEO] 48 »0® Jod 9uivIda.
e Beadmyds oy, [P BBEO] a8 »O® wy BIEH
PO e 9Ims. ¥ ©x B8wex aecdcieom
e®@m yua» »OsIm . Sir, there are two parties in the
agreement.

®6 O¥FOsews
(omevsryfl@ o muliilesti epheur)
(An Hon. Member)

eey 8d@D® emd?

@0 BEO B3yde Dwmo

(oressryfl@ svgagLosst SiflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

One party cannot depute it unilaterally. There are two
parties. But this is only a newspaper article.

OO DIBIN WGBS

(oressryfl@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Anyway, I will also seek some clarification on this.
Thank you very much. ©6; Dagged®d mrmnemmas ©Bn®o.
80 530, ©G; ABTEE QDB OB .

@0 Dogged®D 53BNWBWEIS OV
(Lomevsr 0@ uTHGHeu BITETTIWSSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
S D SBNBDRDOB, -

O ABVER QeRDBAD Owmo
(oressryfl@ LbgIev G emTouiT Hevr)
(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)

29 8Secdes.
STUPBSBITIT.
rose.

@O Dogged®D 53BNWGWEIS Wm0

(wrerLfl@ eurHGHeu BbTewTTIWLSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

@08 @By, ©O WINPT OO g SO
CHevn Bedsiesy, 0 ATVEE Qeadddny ©IEn®1. v
DD ROB, @® gD OHBO ged O BE SWHDH
0dasEy adgicen’ ¢don eDE Beads) D Eomed I
OBy ©13wd a8 YD . & Ded® ecimes
esIHHo.

0® oldnwesm gllgcsn ®aRd gmed abyces B
Beam Dr. ¢e3)D »OOS OB BweEr Buwsrdr m»O, &
Com Beped vew 00nedsy oI ® dufes Soym Bewed
85I DNB ONEDST GeRHO0 arEsD eI § Bldded
yBews ™ME0E BesImO Qv "g¢8 »OO goedt)o
B0 95350" Bwo.

OO DABNWBDH O

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®® ¢157 9RO ®BTH®, ©S OIE .

O D2g30¢D BNBNWT TS OWmn

(omressrL L)@ eurdGHeu HIewTTILSETT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

OB guv YI»® EO®R. 880 e dwmn 8 v O
DD BB 8FDBHO DY DI 1w Bws) BBw,
eC BBwen 85y 60ddn, ecimeldds BBws ©50e0&.
3860 e Oy Hen®, Om 8EDEmO 9D eI
30y Bwxy Om @O RBed BBwrs. e@ixdig @®
Bosiesy?

OO DAIBNWBDHR O

(omessTLLll @ FUTHTWST S)euideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

O IBVEE QOB & Bn®s. - [Interruption.] Hon.
Wimal Weerawansa, [ will give you the Floor later.

O ABTER BwDEAD Owmo

(oressTLLll@ LbSIeL G6mTeuTHewT)

(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)

O OB OB, Edd) Dueed »wm
Drews 0 osid Reddlrn ©BR e® yadme e® v
00008 21 BRI FDNMBO ©@wI§ ISR, ©® O
658900 @MW BB SO -0¢DIHO- ©wg WEr. OwWd
cImoL 098 9Emn. 9w BwEE oG OB
BBV W (B A0 eCIDBO® Yy S BeddE, OB
B PP OB eDEWm i BOe®xy a8 ¢
DoVes? S8 wvwem D@, 0® IO VHAEHE BB
S0l 0001 »O, A0 LHAEES MBS, ¢
D10EDO BONB 2@ 18 a8 0® BRwO wBedsies’? @®
8O 00 :5Ee®TRD0 ymaww Jhed gemwl
s8@Ded YT H3 ewmevy-

OO DAIBNBDHR O

(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST SeuidHeiT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©%c8B. ©® & o> 9EEOW BT, ¥o BT n®s.
Se®d, ©0 BOE 86D-m ©1Bn®o.

S, SO 86D ®wmo

(oressrflg allwed afreusis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

O WONBHROB, Jed §Bm BBw goowlvs oI
@® ®©07 e DEEs PBIHID1. cHHO O GeBEH® OO0
©oeaddmewsy WO oner, Ve HHfm et Bweo
g 98 Bws vs e¢m OO Oy Hend veld DM
DO OGO 0 O MO B vFm OWEB. Ouesry
B3y Bewed wridmed e EmODSw -08sie 8®58C Ownme-
BE Daews’ 600 Bedimw mOE Beadmd, "mogcon &
BB @EPD ne O smmn Bewd  osIde
Boewdsmrw 0dsiesy mHy i B 0® ded §2n DG,
By @sOE @1 YDICWO 81 §ew. HeN® BwE Bedm
oFOe  @lew, oL Bedm B IEw,
e5BeR KB el OB IS Bwiens
@5Im? 127 BB e O B O dG8Oed Byt

OO DAIBNWBDHR O

(omessTLLll@ FUTHTWST S)euideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

0® I® IS ACTDO. § o Bewdd sbved -



345 2018 @358 19 346

®G; BOE 86Dt w0

(wrewryll@ ailwed afreunis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

O ®OPNBDROB, OO »D BrBws ©csIm. O
DO ROB, ©® Jed Emm YBCwW @ BEEe
Bedmdo. 18610 Om aB8Bws 53w, ¢ODBH®0 en@A
3Yed BIB). ©®&HDITO gBBwWE By, BBIIBBRSO
B50388 859D 9¥m. [P BBO] cDr1cot®m eBBwat
N, DuEle sem ©dssics’ VNnw@d BHOCOE ®w
39ed D) 0@ PvYB). 3% Beadmdr »O, Duws
DO OBV Dume HOy BB BRS0 ecsIm.
[@220 B3]

OO DDIBNBWD )

(oressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Ee®0, ©0 VEE 2CHBEes® OBnes.

@G BEH gevdesd® dwm

(wresTyfl@ Lsveiv jpamLiGlLimL)

(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma)

O DOINBDROB, OO ©BWINBDDO BDeD, B
Onwm Bedm yoadBe B88cd god D6 ©@wd
DO R @ BB O OB ROB,
BPINBDROB, BImed O eCEmODIwed Bedcrmrwd
2O 00 yLaBe @8uw WO BAeasiest ©®
308Be®@rTned Bewdts mONWmnr. Ow, g BBYDIS
yOaFBe RO e ©0z0edd. & BEcd Bowduxs
DR »OsTed mHBsT B »oy Bedemww ged
DO WO Dot I BEYDB WS @00,

O ®DOINIDROB, @B ®Ced 0PsB. VIS
I, gendedn ©iwed 21018 ¢ HHfm gredfOmO ¢Bdig
om0 B8y®n gfwes’ »oy 0. goaden Swed BOO,
2017 ©¢es@8 3108 & ¢F0r 00m DE.pw BwEo.
@ @8 Dwed 3108 o »E 9w 0O g¢ BT
19918 ¢, S DSNEDBROB. 0@ O OED Beadwiery,
BB GeBRD BOTDIeHD WHDIE, BNEE BwWD) IS TDD
Ot D8 e, g8 gv WO ¢MOD® ®SY cHDO OB
2B DO D1DED weerddmed 40.(1) (g) DOLD axmd
IO OHDRw 300 8 Hewo. 460.(1) (g0) D1DLD
33D G081 o Bewdds #@B0cGsTed wed1d 40m0 8®o
Yemr, OO WOBDROB. ecerd dwnd 708. ¢’ Ldm
30380 Beso IO g@oms YO esedsd 30 8O 45 oo,
Goes2s w0 Bewdeds ¢@imsddisied wed1s0d 40 8O 55 ¢y
018 §ewo. 700 B en o= 100 §ewo.

®S 3BT DTS B Dvmn

(omressryfl@ Hedledt LISHTLTT 2wioan)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
D1dR&.

@G BEE gevBend® dwm
(oressryll@ Lsver ojpamriGlLmL)

(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma)

D108 »y01. ©O® O® BB BwsIess.

OO DDIBIWBHD) O

(wrewTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

& 8DoewmO OB FOOS BT

@G DCE gHBesd® vme

(wreapTyl@ Lsvev SpantiGlLikL)

(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma)

80w ©20008, ©0 WLIBHROB. OO Bed DD
@desy WOEH e, ©9B0Cemw gdws 00 ©®
e®ewi ©0m om0 DE Vo Oon 6D BeImdo.
RN ¢TI, @GRED §8YcwE BeamOr BwEo. Como
el 8O Dm0 OBDces 9dd edE ¢dd
»o OB 00» WE O BOSeH YHOIC B »osIm 98
0 Bedmdi. 08 odeoge omg B 85T
808500, SBBE 8DYDrenn 0O8nT 8OBZDI. & B B
258)¢08 n0 e 6ed g e Beax o,

OO DAIBNBHD S

(omessTLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©G OBIBROB, ©BOcem emB® - [ BBO]
HOVEDI 5.

@G BEE gevBesd® ume

(wreTLl@ Lsver SpanliGLIkL)

(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma)

28 westery 0@m0 918ws 0dTmE8; ¢ BDOTIHE.
DO 0, @0 eG® 053 ®O > DINWDBHOB3.

O ¢¢B Yt ©OBBE Swmo
(oreryflg 2 gw Nrurd sibiesriilev)
(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)
S D NBNBDROB, - [Pt BBO]

OO DABNWBDH O

(orevTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B0 ¢ It HOVNEE O5IE 0.

OO ¢¢B YT ©OBBE Swmo

(oressryflg 2 sw Arurg sibweiriiev)

(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)

OO DONEDROB, PHRLPO OudLEGed 46.(2)
DpDED gD eOOB Jow oLy O O WIS TR
OB 08 VeBEw SgoDr w88, KB Gednedsy O
880w D Yens »HO GedHO® DudE%ed 46.(1)(a)
D100 wle #7108 Ve 30 ¢ddr a8 Sw gn&.
Oen® e 5O ©ol WOINWHROSE, 6® HOB VBLE®
sOBsTy Dol @O Jow B HewB seetd GredROS
8DBTHO -

OO DAIBNWBDHR O

(omessTLll@ FUTHTWST S)euiaeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

& 01 g8 0D 8o MSE. @i BB

O DHXET DedENS BwdY Bwmo
(omessTyLll@ BeOlsdT LISSOTL_TT g2wioen)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
OO 2 GBI OB ,-

OO DAIBNWBDHR O

(omessTLLfl@ FUTHTWST S)euiaeir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 2 Bs¥ DeENC By OBIEH©o.



347 208Bedsind 348

O3S DHE>T DedeNs Bwdw Dwmo

(reryll@ BedlesT LT TT 2 wiam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

RIB®O BB, O ®DBIBDROB. WaSenr BBwwal
Besizn Beadmdr. dedvewsi oo 8EE dRYSesH®
O5IGn®r Bwoy ®aCenD D088, KBm GeBtOm 9BIH
3053 930¢r008. gemyw, @® B3O god s siEm
OBDC;mwE. veast ©IED OBDIwme®m HROICOES Sodm
2R 005 eOTHOD, :8Be®Ind edmed edHHO
Ay . ©ev® »O 2015 ©» ©BOS;mewst a8 2nDd
sdotd e®enIFEsy ywedBe wwDEs 9 ¢¥de Ynd
BRew. OO DONEROB, ¢ OeMmERT KHfm
eZREHB O B0 WO B BICH OBOTeRw
@wi e BedmD. @ e®emECEHIO yEmwWE W,
BB el wetesy § Cowo Bewed vuwd, Oxfensy
S oend. Oler HHfim oesd, § oo Bewd
BBB SHB® PR VT {§OEHO DO e®emIEEsY
WOES OB Ay Wl @®emERED &¢ goed 113
eutOsIm&. g¢ 113 euxfostm ey gwd 13 eusid osin
2808 grier’. & Hen 113 cvsfosin yidEE ac emIsIe
DB gstes’. [P BEO] yodsy »® VIO 113
euIOsID). @eERDS Wb BODI. ©0 EorTd Qerddm
OB @ BOD, 1w 4827 @reBROW ey BwEs. @0
Sorid @@l OSIEREA, IO I BosTH.
Ben® »HBO Kb PaERD 0 yudm O S¥m Swo.
RIS 113 esstDsis. 113 Bwes 52 ewiws 053D s
008 QIOT gsies’. I8 en DITDG.
RO 113 053053 wi® ne g¢ 60 8HSOH OO esrf
D8 Beasiesy . [P BBO]

OO DB WGBS

(oressryfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®C; IR, [P BIO] a8 BT yL»
DOGRDEO WIB) gDBBB. ©® yadmw wd®ITVewsy Bed DG
4.000 oo Wmom HyIO. @ VFewIO® g
eeI®. @mn Do mOeE Y wmdd WOBIH
Beadmrdo.

o0 CHEOs BBaiFE ©wmo

(oressryfl@ svgagiosst SiflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

B0 DONEROB, e D6 4.000 0® o> @ImdB
DOBIB YOO,

OO DIBNWGDHR S0

(oressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®D, wed Oor 4.000 womdBy WSY. BY  w¥Ied
D0®OGR mOees wWsIn Beadmdo.

®5; BOE 86D Dwmo

(wrewryll@ allwed afreunis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

O D NNIDROB, 88 ydm W ©n oI Bedmda.

OO DB WGBS

(oressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

You will be given a three-hour Debate. ®o; 80 -
OB nBB, e 88 ydmw? [P B3] I cannot give
you the Floor now. We have to continue with this Debate.

BB yadmrew m»H® gDedd eeIm®. 80 vedd wwied D@
DOGD WO Wi Q). [Dod BIO] e®wme, BB
yadme?

®S; SOE 86Dk Dwmo

(orevrLyfl@ aflwev af reuniF)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

OO QN ROB, microphone O ecsiesy »H 1.

OO DOIBNBHD S

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST Sjeuis6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Microphone &= 8 Bedsies). n@ 88 ydmw ©n
DHOBID).

®S; SOE 86Dk Dwmo

(oressyfl@ aflwed afreunis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

GG DOITNBHROB, DS Bewde 85D g BIEH
BB 3300 0®en® 8 Bwr H® By SrTew
20001 @IeI® - [Dod BEO]

OO DIBNWBDH) O

(omessTLll@ FUTBTWST S)euidseir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

dm 88 ydmwn ©20008. [ B3®] The Hon.
Leader of the Opposition, this is your turn to speak on the
Debate on the Standing Orders.

@G O8sI¢ Grsesies Owmo
(wreTyl@ wadlbhg TreyLIFas)
(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa)
OO ISR OB, -

OO BN BDHR S
(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST Sjeuieir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©G O8vi¢ Gosenie OB n®s.

©0 O8xIe Gosesate Owmo

(wredrflg waBlbs rTmLses)

(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa)

O DONBDROB, ©F Sorid QDN OIEn®o
point of Order &= raise »J6 Beadn . Jw»d 8EnJ e
2Dwod ¢?

OO BN BDHR O

(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

aDwB. Y 88 Y WOYHDED wmds. ©® WO
0307 Vewsy 8w Beadmdo, vt 06 4.00 80 s O
7.00 ¢z50o.

(oteTlOr S TS 1aletol )
(worenryllg o mlifleri sppour)
(An Hon. Member)

&5 ww 00 9sies’?

@G O8sI¢ Sasesies Owmo

( wreTy i@ wadlhs TTRLFag)
(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa)
DD, DD ¢8O BB waw »y0r.



349 2018 @358 19 350

©0 VLR BByEE vmo
(reTyll@ svsagLossr &liflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
OO DOIZNBDROB, -

B DB
(oressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

® O L3WIBNWBD D0,

@0 eBEO BB3ade Dwmo

(oressryll@ svgagLosst SliflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

S DONBHROA, ved D5 4.000 @® w@®ATDewsY
815 D BDce BedHDo.

OO DB WGBS

(oressryfl@ FUTBTWST SjeuiTaeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RD. 1516 R DO B Do.[Dodo BIO]

@0 eBEO BB3ade Dwmo

(oressryifl@ svgagiosst &liflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

There is an Adjournment Debate at 4.00 p.m. So, we
can debate at that time.

oS emenEws SPVOER Ovwmo

(wrewryll@ C%6lansdw ribLd6leusisv)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

OG0 ®ONEDROB, Ced Beds) DimDsene O3
eOmE D WmIBTesy. Y @d; Cor’d @edidm
®5¥8n®) point of Order =2 raise meo. @PRBiewesy IO
BENGH DEies10cinn) @D Do.

OO DB WGBS

(oressryfl@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 0@ B30 ¢y® &0 myor.

®G 20OE Gosests Dwnmo
(LomevsrL0l@ BTLO6L TTERLIFRS)
(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DB WGBS

(oressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®C 29OE Gaserse OB OB, e@umute 88 yamw?

®G 29OE Srssts Dwmo

(LomevsTLL0l@ BTLOEL TTEyLIFRS)

(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa)

O DOIDROB, ©O Serd QwmdiNm OIFn®s
88 ydmws mpd. & 88aed dwwd ¢m® &
Bedrlesy Bowdss ®mOnwm ©0 BE® 8OBsE
OBIE @8, BN On@rewesY 18D O B dwE edd.

OO DOIBINWDHR S0

(oresstyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Em 208 @ 0¥ werTesy. O8 v Bwr Bedmd,
©%0 DE Dadmn WD BwEe. Okay.

The next speaker is the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran. -
[Interruption.]

e®te? [ BIOW]| WowSE O» OO
BosImy, ©0 OEn®. 0w ownd u1wEE RGOS »c
OB A 001 8B HeDEIC? [ BER] 0®@m §
Com 28Ee®5InD. mHBOE ®r ®OBID. [P BB
©@muie? [ BBOE] 5HBOE w1 I, [ BEO]
@YD) 0¥ e¢wWr BwsIs) BedHDI O DD @¢sIHn®.
@®umuie?

O 833 BoasIm esedd ®vmo

(oresrflg Ferg BlEThs GUGTrT)

(The Hon. Sanath Nishantha Perera)

RN 20OB 0D BB GO Cra) .
[@220 B38]

OO DAIBNWBDHR O

(omessTLLll @ FUTHTWST S)euideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B, DO OO 9CE® WO By 1. [P BEO] g0®(B
emem eI Ds. [P B3®] The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran,
please.

[11.31a.m.]

@0 98.8. 303 BSwT Owmo
(Lo mevsTL) 8@ 6TLD.6T. Lo TeiT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you, Hon. Speaker.

As we consider the new Standing Orders and the Code
of Conduct for Members of Parliament, it seems ironic
that we are discussing these two documents which are
important for the conduct of Business of Parliament on a
day when there seems to be so much uncertainty in the
country with regard to the Prime Minister, the Cabinet
and the Government et cetera. But, for the orderly
conduct of Business in this House, when the Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena rose on a point of Order this morning,
consequent to a letter given to the Hon. Speaker, the
Committee on Parliamentary Business in a very orderly
manner took the decision to debate that issue from 4.00
p-m. today for three hours. That is a testimony to the fact
that amidst even such a situation, where there is so much
uncertainty, the Business of Parliament is being
conducted in an orderly manner according to the
prevailing Standing Orders and so in some sense this is an
opportune moment to debate this document that has been
prepared with a lot of care, as the Hon. Ajith P. Perera
said, when he introduced the documents.

The Committee on Standing Orders has done a
tremendous job. As I joined the previous Parliament - the
Seventh Parliament - I was on the Committee on Standing
Orders even during that time and under the Chairmanship
of the then Speaker, the Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, we met
many times to review and to redraft anew Standing
Orders of Parliament. Unfortunately, that effort was not
concluded during that Parliament’s tenure, but [ am glad
that within two-and-a-half years of the Eighth Parliament,
it has been possible to present this set of Standing Orders
and also the Code of Conduct for Members of Parliament.

It is often when there is uncertainty and weakness in
government that good legislative measures are taken. As I
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said when I started, it is ironic that we debate this today,
that is yet another irony that it is only when the
Government seems weak, that progressive and legislative
measures become possible. There are many examples in
this country itself. The Seventeenth Amendment to the
Constitution is one example, but I think the supreme
example is the Nineteenth Amendment to the
Constitution. Then it was a minority government and the
number of Hon. Members of that government was so low
and yet it was possible to enact the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Constitution with only one Member
voting against it. When the government seems weak, that
is when it seems that consensus is possible.

That is why I say today may be an opportune day to
actually adopt these new Standing Orders that have been
presented to the House on a day when the country and
even this Parliament seems unsure as to what governance
will look like tomorrow in this country. These Standing
Orders have been prepared by this Committee as I said
across party divides and has brought in a number of
progressive measures.

Firstly, it was necessary to have a new set of Standing
Orders because the one that we are working with even
today is so old that most of those provisions had even
become obsolete and unworkable. A Parliament which
functions on the British Parliamentary traditions could
always rely on tradition and we have been able to go on
whenever there was a casus omissus to rely on the
practice of the British Parliament and successive Speakers
have been able to give rulings that have generally been
accepted by the country and elsewhere as correct rulings
and the dignity of this House had been maintained up to
now. Yet, it has become necessary to review, to reform
and renew the Standing Orders by which Parliament must
work.

More importantly, a Code of Conduct for Members of
Parliament has also been placed before the House. This
was a promise given by the National Unity Government.
It was an electoral pledge by the new dispensation that
was brought in from January, 2015 to August 2015. It
may be important today to just look back on that two-and-
a-half or three-year period and even pat ourselves on our
backs for the number of progressive legislative measures
that this Parliament was able to enact.

After the Nineteenth Amendment, the Right to
Information Act - Mr. Speaker, you were the force behind
it even when you were in the Opposition- was brought
into operation. That has revolutionized transparency in
governance in this country. That is a fact. Today, as I
speak, it may seem that what was achieved or what has
been going on for the last two-and-a-half to three years
may have come to an end or is a failure. But the fact is
that many of the legislative measures that were adopted
have gone forward, have been very progressive. The
democratic reforms must be acknowledged.

One important democratic reform is strengthening of
Parliament and it is to that end that the new Sectoral

Oversight Committees have been brought in. I agree with
the Hon. Ajith P. Perera that this whole concept of a
Sectoral Oversight Committee system, which seems even
today alien to us, is an important measure in
strengthening Parliament - Parliament’s oversight.
Therefore, although many Ministers and other Members
seemed dissatisfied with this and the committee system
that prevailed before this, which was Consultative
Committees, is what they want, I would urge the House
to look at this slightly differently. You can have
Consultative Committees, I am not opposed to that. But,
that is a very different issue to the setting up of Sectoral
Oversight Committees. It is through the Oversight
Committees that Parliament actually, in effect, exercises
even legislative control, where it is possible for Members
in Committees to consider legislative measures that are
brought in, various other matters that are referred to those
Committees and unless there is a committee system
through which this oversight is exercised, merely
debating it in the House, in public, when Members are
grouped in sharply divided compartments of their
respective political parties, will not bring about much
good. So, as we all know, it is in the Committees that a
lot of constructive work is done and therefore, the
introduction of Oversight Committees is a very, very
important step - a progressive step - that was taken by
this Parliament. Even without amending the Standing
Orders, by Resolution of this House, those were set up
and now, today, it is being brought in into the Standing
Orders and that is to be welcomed. I know there is an
amendment that may be moved to retain the functioning
of the Consultative Committees as well. That can happen
and that is a totally different issue altogether. But, I want
to impress on the Members not to compare the two, even
in this Debate today, because we hear this all the time.
Those who want the Consultative Committees revived
keep attacking the Sectoral Oversight Committees,
particularly the Ministers.

Actually, Sectoral Oversight Committees, as the name
itself suggests, is an oversight function and
understandably Ministers are not too much in favour of
that. But, if we are serious about strengthening the
institution of Parliament, then Oversight Committees are
an essential feature of that. As the Hon. Ajith Perera also
mentioned, a new Committee, the Pubic Finance
Committee, which I have the honour of chairing for the
present, has been entrusted with Parliament’s special
function of exercising total control over public finance.
That is there in the Constitution, but we saw how
ineffective that was in actual practice. But, here is an
opportunity now, through the working of that important
Committee, that Parliament’s important role of being the
sole authority, one who exercises the sole control over
public finance, to exercise it in a meaningful way.

There are many more measures that need to be taken,
particularly the Parliamentary Budget Office which is
essential for the functioning of that Committee and also
for various other reasons of advising the Members of
Parliament with regard to Budgetary procedures and
generally with regard to public finance. Unfortunately,
the legislation in that regard has also got delayed. But, I
hope, very soon, in the next few months, we would be
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able to set that up as an independent office that is not
attached to the Ministry of Finance but something that
comes within the control of Parliament, something that
functions independently to be able to advise this House,
not the Government, on very acutely technical matters
with regard to finance so that the Members of this House
can involve themselves in intelligent debate.

I want to also refer to the other important matter that
the Hon. Ajith Perera referred to, and that is the removal
of judges. This actually came to a head as he said with the
removal or the purported removal of the Chief Justice of
that time, Dr. Shirani Bandaranayake. But, it did not
begin at that time. The very first impeachment of a judge
-which was also of a Chief Justic - was Neville
Samarakoon and Parliament did it through a Committee
appointed for that purpose. Then itself this issue arose.
Unfortunately, the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena is not in
the House at the moment. The Hon. Anura Bandaranaike
and the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena gave a dissent stating
that the inquiry procedure by Members of Parliament,
particularly over those who exercise judicial function was
not desirable. Unfortunately, that was not rectified. It had
to be rectified. Even now, I wish to state that brining in
the new Standing Order provisions in that regard are not
sufficient, because in Article 107 of the Constitution, as
interpreted by the Supreme Court as well, there are
certain segments of that procedure that must be prescribed
by law and not by Standing Orders. Standing Orders
recognize that. It says that law in that regard must be
enacted, and I hope that that is enacted.

Again, the crucial factor to be considered in this is the
independence of that inquiry panel much more than
anything else. I would say even more than what is
invariably referred to as the "supremacy of Parliament", it
is the independence of that inquiry panel that needs to be
considered. It is a mistaken notion to say that Parliament
is supreme. Perhaps under the First Republican
Constitution that was true. But under the present
Constitution it is the Constitution that is supreme; the
Constitution says so. Parliament is supreme in the
functions that have been delegated to Parliament - in the
legislative functions. Of course, Article 4 (c¢) of the
Constitution states that the judicial power of the people is
also exercised by Parliament through courts, except when
it is in connection with the powers and privileges of
Parliament or Members of Parliament.

The removal of a judge or inquiry into allegations of
misconduct or incapacity of a superior court judge is not a
matter that comes within the purview of powers and
privileges of Parliament or its Members. That is, yes, a
judicial power exercised by Parliament, but through
courts. That is where a mechanism that is consonant with
that principle where the inquiry procedure is a fair
procedure and is in accordance with laws of natural
justice, laws of procedural fairness et cetera must be
strictly complied with. It is for that reason that retired
Judges of the Supreme Court have been suggested or
prescribed in the Standing Orders, that three of those
persons must be appointed by the Speaker in consultation
with the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition,
so that there is a bipartisan view as to who constitutes that
panel.

But, I would urge that in regard to this matter, the
House actually considers employing judges from other
countries. When 1 say this, there will be reaction
automatically in the House saying that we are allowing
foreign interference and so on. This seems an unnecessary
fear that many Hon. Members have. After all, our judges
function in many foreign jurisdictions. Even while they
are judges here, they have been given leave and they
function in courts elsewhere. Our Supreme Court Judges
have conducted inquiries into the conduct of other judges
in other jurisdictions. In Malaysia, for instance, Justice
Mark Fernando and Justice Parinda Ranasinghe have,
with distinction and acceptance, played that role. No
doubt we are an island and perhaps that island mentality
sometimes overcomes us. But, we are a country which is
a part of a community of nations - a civilized group of
countries. If we are so paranoid all the time to the extent
that we cannot accept independent advice and assistance
from others around us, then we will not make much
progress. So, I urge the House to keep aside this
unnecessary paranoia and look to what is good, what is
ideal and what is sought to be achieved - which is
independence. There is a criticism on what has been
formulated here, saying even if you say “retired judges”,
it may be judges who retired recently, so it may be judges
who have actually worked with the accused judge and
there can be lack of independence et cetera. But, if you
actually take it away from the country, you can achieve
the objective of an independent inquiry.

That is the most important thing because we are
talking about judges of the superior courts: the Chief
Justice and other Judges of the Supreme Court, the
President and the other Judges of the Court of Appeal.
The Supreme Court is the apex court and the Court of
Appeal exercises the other superior court’s functions. If
we are to strengthen the independence of the Judiciary,
the judges of the superior courts must be able to function
without fear of interference into their activity, not only by
the Executive, but also by the Legislature, because that is
the institution which is at the vanguard, that is the
institution which actually protects, that is beyond the
political vicissitudes and that is the one that people can
repose their confidence in. So, so much more for persons
who occupy positions in those courts, that they should
know when their matter comes up or there is an allegation
against them, that the procedure that is in place to inquire
into that is no second to the judicial system that we have
for any other citizens.

That is where we failed with regard to the inquiry into
the alleged misconduct on Dr. Shirani Bandaranayake -
the hasty way in which the Select Committee of
Parliament functioned; the manner in which 16 witnesses
were examined in one night and the fact that by 8.00 a.m.
the next morning a Report was ready and tabled in this
House. An almost humanly impossible task had been
performed. That mighty rush showed up the flaws in that
procedure and that too, in respect of the Chief Justice of
the country. So, that is why this was brought into sharp
focus. At that time, I remember, as an Opposition
Member, the Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe
introduced a Private Members’ Bill on the removal of
judges. There, he proposed, where it is the Chief Justice,
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to invite sitting judges from other jurisdictions to
constitute that panel of inquiry. So, this is something that
many countries, particularly in the Commonwealth - we
say the Commonwealth because at least within the
Commonwealth, judicial systems are comparable -
practise and in most instances, we function with the same
principles. Therefore, it becomes easier for judges from
other jurisdictions to perform that function.

Now, we already have this in our system. Where
commercial disputes or even other disputes are
concerned, the Arbitration Act, in Section 5, permits that.
We participate in international arbitrations. International
arbitrations take place in this country, where panels of
arbitrators from other countries come and sit and they
make awards. Those have to be implemented through the
court system in this country even today. You cannot set
aside an arbitral award on the basis that there is a
foreigner who is an arbitrator. You can set it aside only on
three very narrow grounds that go to the root or the
jurisdiction of that arbitral panel. So, when it is possible,
when it is all right to have commercial disputes settled by
persons who are not citizens of this country, foreigners
who form arbitral tribunals, why is it anathema to have
judges from other jurisdictions to ensure independence?
So, this is a matter that I would urge the House to
consider as a very important aspect.

The other issues are with regard to the Code of
Conduct for Members of Parliament. I want to highlight
one or two matters particularly with regard to the duty of
disclosure by Hon. Members of Parliament. When that
disclosure is done, the country will know when an Hon.
Member of Parliament speaks or acts in this House, what
conflict he or she suffers from. That disclosure is made
well in time. So, Hon. Members’ interests in contracts,
companies and in various other activity must be disclosed
beforehand, so that whenever some issue arises in
connection with something that the Hon. Member is
otherwise connected to, the disclosure is already made.
As it is, the duty is cast on us to make that disclosure. It is
not that we cannot participate, but we must make the
disclosure. But, if there is a conflict, then we must desist
from functioning.

It is not only that, it is also with regard to order being
maintained in Parliament that the new Code of Conduct
together with the Standing Orders now provide for stricter
punishment. It is unfortunate that those provisions had to
be made in order to enforce discipline. But, as we all
know, even in this Parliament, there have been incidents
which we all are ashamed of, which ought not to have
happened, but still happens and even very recently it
happened. So, it has become necessary, I think, in order to
enforce a certain measure of discipline without actually
violating the freedom that Hon. Members have to express
themselves, not only in speeches, but in various other
ways. But yet, for the orderly conduct of Business of the
House, these measures are important.

Sir, I commend the Report of the Committee on
Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct for Members of

Parliament and I hope this House will adopt it today with
necessary adjustments and amendments that the Hon.
Members propose. It is important that we send a message
to the country today, Sir, that amidst this speculation,
amidst this uncertainty that this House is still able to
function and has, in fact, conducted a business which is
very important for democracy, transparency and a strong
legislature.

Thank you.

[&.09. 12.02]
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] in the Chair.
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Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, you may continue your
speech and conclude in four minutes.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera )

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Hon. Deputy Minister, what is your point of Order?
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®C D830 ¢D BNBNWHT TS DWm0
(omessrLL8)@ surHGHeu HIewTTILSSETT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0; Bewdss 02 BwisBn®s

(wrewrllg Gusseisr Lrdls sailereari ojeuirser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is your point of Order?

O D2g30¢D BNBNWHT TS DWm0

(omresorLLfl@ euraGHeu HIeRTTILSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

Sir, a Question was raised by our Leader, the Hon.
Dinesh Gunawardena, whether this Government which
was formed two years ago still continues to be in power
or is presently not in power. The Hon. State Minister is
speaking about the Government which was formed
unitedly. Whether it is still continuing is a question
because of a news headline published today. So, the Hon.
Speaker said that he will have it verified from the persons
concerned.

0 Bewdss 02 eswisBn®s

(oressryllg Gudbseaisr Urgls sallereart ojeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order.

@6 9G¥ BmOSH Owmo

(oressryfl@ @)rmest aildalrordeo)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
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O D2g30¢D BNBNWHT TS BWm0
(omesor 8@ euraGHeu HIewTTIWSSHTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

298 ESeddes.
STBSIT:
rose.

®0; Bewdss 02 6wisBn®s

(rewrllg Gusseisr Ursls sallFreart yeuidser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Member?

OO Daggedd BBNW TS OV

(omesrfl@ eureGg ey BbTewTTILSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

Sir, a point of Order was raised and the Hon. Speaker
said -
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®0; Bewdss 02 swisBn®s

(wrewTyll@ @uwdseflsr Urdls sallereni ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

At 400 pm., o R2esld @@wdELn OFEHn®ed
@wdes000 aoe Debate dm w05y 0oisy @y @53.

®C D2g30¢D BNBNWIBENS DWm0
(oresrLyfl@ sureG ey BrewTTWSSTYT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

Yes, the Debate will be held at 4.00 p.m.

0] Bewdss 02 5B

(wrewTyll@ @wdseflsr Urdls sallemeni ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

It is not a point of Order.

OC; D2g30¢D BNBNWIT TS DWm0

(wresrLfl@ sureG ey BTewTTWSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

Sir, I am asking whether the Hon. Speaker has been
able to get it verified.

@0 Bewds 02 08B

(wreTyll@ Gwdbsellsr Urdls sallFmeri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. State Minister, you may continue with your
speech.

@G 9G¥ SO Wm0
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
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(rerllg Gusseaisr Ursls sailsreart yeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you. Next, the Hon. Vijitha Herath.
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®©0; 69F RO Pwm (HOC BRH® o VR OB
3@ )

(orerflg meyls andib - paErs FH Ll whmib BT
QULPBIFHED HYHLDFFIT)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I am pleased to
be associated in adding my comments to the two
documents that we placed for approval of the House today
- one relating to a new set of Standing Orders for the
conduct of Business in this House, as well as the Code of
Conduct for Members of Parliament. In my opinion, this
effort has gone through almost for the last three years. I
have had the privilege of serving in that committee under
the Chairmanship of the Hon. Speaker.

First of all, I must thank the Hon. Speaker for having
taken his precious time to give leadership to this
important effort in drafting amendments to the Standing
Orders, which had not been attended to since 1980s.
Therefore, very important groundbreaking changes have
been incorporated and I would say that particularly, the
concept of Sectoral Oversight Committees, which goes to
empower the backbenchers in this House, to have an
oversight role over the executive functions of the
government is a very, very salutary feature. But then, we
must understand that certain functions of the High Posts
Committee as well as the other financial oversight
committees such as the Committees on Public Enterprises
and Committee on Public Accounts, may also get

overlapped by provisions that we have included in the
Sectoral Oversight Committees. Since even the suitability
of candidates to institutions that are appointed under each
Ministry can once again come under scrutiny by the
Sectoral Oversight Committee, and also the accounts and
financial matters concerning the enterprises coming under
different Ministries could also be examined all over again
by the Sectoral Oversight Committees in addition to the
Committee on Public Enterprises and the Committee on
Public Accounts. So while these overlapping oversight
issues can become somewhat confusing I feel that
continuous oversight of the executive by the legislative
arm is a very welcome feature and we must all agree that
these are important changes that have been made.

I would like to venture into another area which had
somewhat been ignored and sometimes been purposely
ignored by even the Presiding Members of this House. |
beg your pardon for saying this. I have, in fact, taken very
strong objection to the way in which the Bills are
presented to the House. Quite recently we observed that
conduct of entertaining Bills for approval in this House
has happened in violation of constitutional provisions.
Now, I speak in particular - we have had in the recent
past two such instances. One particularly -

0 Bewdss 02 swisBn®s

(reryllg Gusseisr Ursls sallsreari yeuisser)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order please! Hon. Speaker will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.

OO DAIBNWBHD O

(omessTLll@ FUTHTWST S)euidseir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(Hon. Members)

Ayes.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

& @nonc wimdd BBO wewr O DGO o
@, &5 OO HOBHD o WIBIB.



381 2018 @358 19 382

@G 695 wBO Dwmn

(1oredsTLfl@ mey) andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am glad that you have
come to the Chair at a time when I am raising a very
important issue.

We are dealing with the new Standing Orders and we
have also made provision for the presentation of Bills. We
have made a few changes but some of these changes do
not go as far as desirable.

Mr. Speaker, I have in particular taken objection to the
way in which certain Bills have been submitted to
Parliament in a manner so as to deny the constitutional
right of a citizen to petition the Supreme Court against
such a Bill. What has happened is, very surreptitiously
amendments have been introduced, which are totally
different to the content of the Bill that has been presented.
The Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Bill was
presented in such a manner and I took very strong
objections to that both in the Party Leaders meeting as
well as in this House. There was a subterfuge that was
used and this type of incident must be avoided. As a
matter of fact, this issue is before the Supreme Court
today. We are all awaiting a judgment of the Supreme
Court on this issue so that there will be a closure and we
will not resort to such ways in which we will deny the
constitutional right of a citizen. - [Interruption.] Indeed it
is! It is a shame.

Now it has come to a situation after the experience we
had in the last Local Government elections that the
electoral system that we introduced is full of so many
lacunas and contradictions that it has finally resulted in
total instability. Of course, all of us are responsible for
having enacted this piece of legislation. I think, it is very
prudent for us to now erase what we did in such a
surreptitious manner and revert back to the old system of
elections, so that we will be in a position to conduct the
Provincial Council elections as soon as possible.

But my point here is in the presentation of Bills we
have to be quite responsible. We should not simply rely
on the certificate of the Attorney-General to say that the
Bill is not inconsistent with the Constitution, but the
primary right of every citizen to challenge a Bill should
not be denied by very surreptitiously introducing a whole
new piece of legislation as amendments. This is what
happened. It was such an embarrassing situation. We took
strong objection to it. Everything was ignored and it was
pushed through. Such things should never be repeated and
I hope the Supreme Court should pronounce on the
objections that have been made. I know the former Chief
Justice went before the Supreme Court and argued this
matter since this is a matter of serious concern for
legislating in this House.

In addition to that, I believe that our effort to introduce
Sectoral Oversight Committees as well as the decision to
refer to the Legislative Committees once Bills are
presented is commendable. They must come before the
Sectoral Oversight Committees as well be referred to the
Standing Committees to be examined and then a report be

obtained before they are passed in this House. That is a
very welcome feature. Particularly, when it comes to Bills
which contradict, which are not in consonant with the
Devolution Chapter of the Constitution they are referred
to the Provincial Councils. There again, I think some
welcome features have been incorporated so that the
concerns of the Provincial Councils could be also
addressed by the relevant Ministries as well as legislative
subcommittees in the House.

These are welcome features. Of course, we have also
introduced some new Standing Orders to provide for
situations such as an impeachment of the Chief Justice.
In keeping with the Latimer House Principles, what
happened in the recent past prompted all of us to include
some important provisions to ensure that principles of fair
play, particularly relating to due process, is afforded to
any superior court judge who may face an issue of
impeachment in the House. So, that will prevent the Hon.
Members of the House sitting in judgment without
affording sufficient opportunity for a superior court judge,
not being able to have a fair trial. Therefore, the issue of
incorporating the Latimer House Principles in keeping
with the Commonwealth practice in providing for a three-
member panel to examine and report to the House before
the House takes a decision whether to impeach or not is a
very welcome feature and I believe a lot of time has been
taken to introduce such important amendments.

Similarly, we have also introduced other features like
the Prime Minister’s Question Time as well as the rules
relating to broadcasting and telecasting of Parliamentary
Proceedings. Of course, the issue relating to abuse of the
Parliamentary Privileges by Members sometimes brings
out allegations in contravention of the Standing Orders.
While we have simultaneous broadcast or telecast, once
something is said, it could not be expunged or taken away
because whatever damage would have been done before
the public. So, these issues need to be addressed
properly. A responsible - [Interruption.]

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(omessTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)euidseir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you have only four more minutes.

@G 693 HBRO Swmo

(wreiTLflg meyt andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Okay, Hon. Speaker. It was just a matter of concern
that I thought should be added.

Coming back to the situation that we are currently
faced within the country, a sense of instability has come
about because of the disagreements between Parties in
deciding on the issue of governance in the country. But I
must say that there is a mandate and that mandate is for
the National Government to continue and if the National
Government cannot continue, I do not think, we should
have a Government which is unstable and which is being
run by a remote control by somebody else. I know, I have
had this kind of an experience once in the past. When I
was removed from the Cabinet all of a sudden in 2001, I
believe, I crossed over to the Opposition. Then there was
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a brief period in which there was a "Probationary
Government" - the “Pariwasa Anduwa” concept. A
Similar “Pariwasa Anduwa” cannot continue in this
country. I believe some steps are being taken; some are
being spoken about. But, if all Parties who are supposed
to be forming an administration, they must in the first
place be prepared to take the Executive Office. If one
Party is not taking the Executive Office and if we are
going to run by proxy or by having a minority
Government, we are violating our own mandate that we
got.

So, I must say very categorically to those who have
decided to form a Government that as far as the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress is concerned, we would only be part of
a stable Government. If we are going to have a
Government which is not going to have a substantial
majority, it will be a total violation of the mandate that we
got to serve the people. So, it is a very important thing.
In fact, together with some of our minority Members who
met with us, we very clear decided that we would insist
on our national leaders to see that they respect the
mandate that they have got in forming an administration
and that decision should be taken in that spirit without
resorting to unnecessary dilatory tactics and they must
also see that the confidence that the people have reposed
in our national leaders would be respected.

Thank you.

OO DDIBNBD O

(wrewTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. Douglas
Devananda.
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This Debate will be continued on a future date.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the
Opposition)
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I thought I would say a few words on this debate. The
people have delivered a verdict and, in a democracy, the
people’s verdict must be respected. The Hon. Member
who moved the Motion and the Hon. Member who
seconded the Motion have referred to various matters. I
think, Sir, I will primarily do a brief analysis of the result
of the Local Authorities Election held on 10" of February.

The Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna polled 44.69 per
cent of the votes cast at that election. The United National
Party polled 32.61 per cent. The United People’s Freedom
Alliance polled 8.90 per cent. The Sri Lanka Freedom
Party polled 4.48 per cent. If one was to add the
percentage of the votes polled by the United National
Party, the United People’s Freedom Alliance and the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, those three parties put together
polled 45.99 per cent, almost 46 per cent. The Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna polled 44.69 per cent, that is almost 2
per cent less than the other three parties put together.

The People’s Liberation Front - JVP - polled 6.26 per
cent and the Illankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi polled 3.06 per
cent. If one was to add the percentage of votes polled by
those two parties together with the percentage of votes
polled by the United National Party, the United People’s
Freedom Alliance and the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, the
total would be 55.31 per cent. So, in other words, parties
opposed to the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna have polled
55.31 per cent and the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna has
polled only 44.69 per cent. This is indisputable.
[Unterruption.]
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speak.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Former President Mahinda Rajapaksa at the
Presidential Election held in 2015 polled 47.58 per cent.
The votes he polled at the Presidential Election in
January, 2015 were more than the votes he polled now.

There have been three elections in recent times; the
Presidential Election in 2015, the Parliamentary Election
in 2015 and the Local Authorities Election held this
month. In none of these clections has former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa been able to obtain more than 50 per
cent.

His vote has always been below 50 per cent at the
Presidential Election, at the Parliamentary Election and at
the Local Authority Election. So, there is nothing to get
excited about: elections are held; parties win; parties lose.
The Local Authority Elections have been held and you
have won. One does not dispute that fact, but the fact of
the matter is that you have polled only 44.69 per cent as
opposed to 55.31 per cent cast against you. So, what is
there to get excited about? Nothing at all. Parliament is
not constituted on the basis of votes cast at the Local
Authority Elections. Parliament is constituted, -the
President is elected, on the basis of votes cast at the
Presidential Election - at a Parliamentary Election held
for that purpose in keeping with the Constitution and the
laws of this country. The Constitution and the laws of this
country cannot be subverted by your claiming benefits
under the Local Authority Elections to your advantage in
the way you please.

I want to make a few comments, Mr. Speaker, if you
permit me in regard to the nature of the propaganda that
was carried on at this election. I do not want to do
something controversial. But, I must refer to the fact that
I was quite alarmed when, quite early in the campaign,
former President Mahinda Rajapaksa, in the course of an
election rally, said that sometimes this election would
result in Tamil Eelam blooming after the election is over.
The reason he gave was that there was a new Constitution
being framed which might result in that happening. Sir,
ever since the Thirteenth Amendment was enacted in
1987 - 1988, there had been continued efforts on the part
of different Presidents and different Governments to
improve the Thirteenth Amendment in such a manner as
to bring about a political resolution acceptable to all the
citizens in this country. During President Premadasa’s
time, there was the Mangala Moonesinghe Parliamentary
Select Committee Proposals which made
recommendations which went far beyond the Thirteenth
Amendment. During President Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga’s time, there were the 2000 Constitutional
Proposals brought to Parliament by no less a person than
Prof. G.L. Peiris which went far beyond the Thirteenth
Amendment and contained various new features. That
proposed Constitution had been brought as a Bill to
Parliament.

Thereafter President Mahinda Rajapaksa assumed
office. If he will recall his speech that he made at the
initial meeting, the inaugural meeting of the All Party
Representatives Committee (APRC) and the Experts
Committee, he talked of maximum possible devolution.
He appointed an Experts Committee that came up with
the reports. There was the Prof. Tissa Vitharana
Committee which came up with their own report which
took the Constitutional proposals much beyond the
Thirteenth Amendment and that was the position. After
the assumption of office of this Parliament, this
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Parliament was evolved into a Constitutional Assembly to
frame a new Constitution. As per a Resolution adopted
unanimously in this Parliament with all the Joint
Opposition Members being supportive of that Resolution,
- none of you opposed it - there was a Steering Committee
appointed. You participated in the proceedings of the
Steering Committee. None of you opposed it. None of
you talked of Eelam in this Parliament. None of you
talked of Eelam at the Steering Committee. You accepted
it; you went along with the process. Suddenly, Mr.
Mabhinda Rajapaksa says, “There Eelam is likely to bloom
after the Local Authority Elections if the people are not
careful.”

I have information, Sir, that this message was propagated
amongst the innocent Sinhala people in this country. They
were told, “This is a referendum for an Eelam. If you vote
for the Government or if you vote for the UNP, it will result
in an Eelam being created. So, do not vote for them. Vote for
the ‘Lotus Bud’ ”. T am told, Sir, that particularly this
propaganda was very virulently carried out in all the temples,
in all the villages in the Sinhala South. This, I think, is
unfortunate, Sir. I want to put on record that my Party at this
Election, in our manifesto, talked of a political solution
within the framework of an undivided, indivisible, single
country.

There was no campaign carried on, anywhere, in the
North and East which talked of division of the country.
We only talked of a solution that is acceptable to our
people, that is reasonable, with substantial power-sharing
within the framework of a united, undivided, indivisible
single country. That was the propaganda we carried out in
all our areas and when we did that, how dare President
Rajapaksa say that Eelam could bloom after the election.
This is not merely deception of the people in the South,
innocent Sinhala people in the South, but it is the
deception of everyone including himself.

I would like to put this on record because I want
everybody in this country to know that it was a malicious,
vicious, fallacious, false propaganda on the part of
President Mahinda Rajapaksa and the Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna and if you proceed with this agenda, I want to
tell you, Eelam will bloom, not on account of us, but on
account of your “Lotus Bud”. Your “Lotus Bud” will
bloom into an Eelam. That is what will happen.
Therefore, please resist your temptation to achieve cheap
political gain by carrying on such false propaganda.

Thank you, Sir.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.23 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Tuesday, 20th February, 2018.
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