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DESTRUCTION OF CROPS BY WILD ANIMALS: SOLUTION
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(The Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage)
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Sjeui @)FFemLid @ mlaliiumryr?
(=) @)TCmev, ereir?
asked the Minister of Sustainable Development and
Wildlife:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he accepts that farmers have been
subjected to great difficulty due to wild
animal activities;

(i)  what portion of total production of farming
is destroyed by wild animals;

(i) what steps have been taken at present to
protect farmers and conserve wild animals;

(iv) whether he is aware that birds’ eggs and
their young are endangered due to the

proliferation of toque macaques (rillow;
binomial name: macaca sinica); and

(v) what solution will be given to this problem?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera - Minister of

Sustainable Development and Wildlife and Minister of
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asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:
(a) Willhe -

(i) admit that tea estates which belonged to the
Government have been given to private
companies on long-term lease basis for a
low price;

(i) inform the amount charged by the
Govermnment when leasing out these estates;

(i) inform the conditions imposed on them;

(iv) admit that these companies have evaded
making lease payments, violated conditions
and are destroying the estates by neglecting
their maintenance;

(v) inform whether the Ministry will make
arrangements to develop these estates and
make the contribution to the national

285E8e®sInd 2796

economy of the country as the companies
are violating the conditions of the
agreements signed with the Government?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO AND
REPORT ON THE EXPENSES INCURRED BY THE
CENTRAL BANK OF SRI LANKA FOR THE
PURCHASING OF THE OFFICE FOR THE SRI
LANKAN EMBASSY IN BRAZIL AND THE OFFICE
FOR THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF SRI
LANKA TO THE UNITED NATIONS, NEW YORK,
USA, SEPARATELY IN RESPECT OF EACH
PREMISES

o6 BEOS ABadE Dvwm
(oressTll@ svFagioest &liflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir,  move,

"That in terms of Standing Order No. 96 of Parliament, this
Parliament do grant the Select Committee of Parliament to look into
and report on the expenses incurred by the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka for the purchasing of the Office for the Sri Lankan Embassy
in Brazil and the Office for the Permanent Representative of Sri
Lanka to the United Nations, New York, USA, separately in respect
of each premises appointed by the Hon. Speaker, on 23 May 2017,
an extension of time till 05 June 2018 as the Committee is unable to
report its findings to Parliament within the time limit granted by the
Motion agreed to by Parliament on 09 February 2017."

e S@ex Y, et e3®@» Ses.
aflsorr G HLILIL (B Tmmys M TererLiLiL L .
Question put, and agreed to.
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PRIVILEGE MOTION

"emdd" »8Y Y Ted §OmOB e5:D0g SHeed
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TELEPHONE TAPPING OF MEMBERS OF THE COPE

©0 BB BBade Owmo
(omessTyLll@ svFangLosiT #iflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That the question of privilege arising out of the matter raised by the
Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, M.P. on 18th November, 2017 in
Parliament to the effect that privileges of the Members of Parliament
have been infringed, be referred to the Committee on Privileges
under Standing Order No. 127 of the Parliament."

s S@esz 8o, wemn es®@» S,
aflsorr Gl LI (5) eTmmys s mersrLiiL L .
Question put, and agreed to.

@S Bewdss mDNEHR

(oresryllg Wrdld surprusi jeuiss)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

3y WOYD. Delsnm vmx emPyd®sn - 2018, wiow
€580,

Bes&unm vms ewPd®um, 2018
231551 (HF FLLcpsvid, 2018
APPROPRIATION BILL, 2018

IO ©ed8 B0 wEm dEH 8. -
[y0Bw: @cw®s8 04]
[Bewdess mGisnwmn® §Eiwzndied 8a.]

@pallsd Gositb oyrmwii’ L g). -
[Cxied : ysbui 04]
[LomessTLyIdl@ FUTBT ST SjeUTHET HEWVMLD UBSHTT 6. ]

Considered further in Committee-
[Progress: 04th December]
[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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seweriy 119.- sraug) whHpId YHILLEE5555 Fod JewdFi
BlapsFASS L b 01. - QFwedpenmd QFwmLrbesr-
et (Roumen CFsvey crur 266,150,000

HEAD 119.- MINISTER OF POWER AND RENEWABLE ENERGY

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 266,150,000

1 500 &bsw.- dBBen  wdunl .08 g@rmsdIwo

01 05 O @BwOHDY.- e®EHEY® DDV - PYHOEHD Bwed®,
©:1.148,100,000

seneoriy 150.- QupGnreSlw euerkissr YLallBss) Syewwdsi
BlEpFASSN 1L 1b 01.- QFwsdypenmd GFwmHuTBHeT- LT (HleuHeEh
GFevey cmum 148,100,000

HEAD 150.- MINISTER OF PETROLEUM RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 148,000,,100

1 5192 B8swk.- DS ®o B 3®uxsT 300505
318D wo

01 o5 O@BOVD.- @PeNE® DWOWD) - YWD Bwe®,
61.220,000,080

geweriy 151.- sLHODTH wHMID Bre euerepeviser
iallBs53] ewdei
B&pFAGSI L1 01.- QFweoyenmd QFwmnHLTBHET- LT HleuhEh
Qsvay epuT 220,080,000

HEAD 151.- MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC
RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 220,080,000
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(The Hon. Chairman)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. Douglas Devananda from the Opposition to
commence the Committee Stage Discussion.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera - Deputy Minister of Power and
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! I wish to announce that this House
cordially welcomes the Parliamentary Delegation from
The Sultanate of Oman led by His Excellency (Dr.)
Yahya Mahfoodh Al Manthri, Chairman of the Omani
State Council, now present at the Speaker's Gallery.
Thank you.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. E. Saravanapavan, do you want to ask
something?
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(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Yes, Sir. The issue of Indian fishermen is still being
continued. They are fishing almost Rs. 500 billion worth
fish every year from our sea, and not allowing our
fishermen to do their job properly. We have passed a law
in this regard, but it is not implemented yet. Why is that?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)
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(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Hon. Presiding Member, at the outset let me thank
you for giving me this opportunity to speak in the
Committee Stage Discussion on the Votes of the Ministry
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development.

Most of my speech - what [ am going to deliver now -
is a repetition of my speech which I delivered at the last
Budget. As far as the Northern fishermen’s problems are
concerned, the progress is very slow. We have got 20,900
fishing families which is almost 10.3 per cent of our
population in Jaffna. In 1983, one third of the fisheries
catches were reported from the Northern Province of Sri
Lanka.

Anyway, 1 will speak in Tamil because the Hon.

Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development is not here to answer me.
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Mr. Presiding Member, domestic hydrocarbon
represents a zero-cost resource as opposed to LNG and
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coal. In the case of LNG, we must pay the cost of gas, the
cost of production, transport, storage and regasification
and for coal, we must pay the cost at the mine, transport,
storage and disposal. Our own resources come free, but
need to be produced, which itself has a cost. But, in time,
after the capital expenditure has been recovered and only
the operational expenditure applies, the cost to consumer
declines sharply. In addition, our own resources shield us
from external market shocks. As such, exploration for,
and production of our own hydrocarbon reserves should
be the absolute endgame for Sri Lanka when it comes to
energy security.

®® ¢5imdo, sy Cernen BRI @iy HI® Do
BRens ¢dwsy 00w @rewI® CIBHO HHB BwE. s
8@ FOEE -2ed® resourcesOBEsY- ©® YFHWO Bwe®
@0 O 0¥Icd Bwo 0® gdEhedd ewldrn »OTH
25)1@[@8.

The Cairn gas discoveries in 2011 prove the
hydrocarbon potential of the Mannar Basin, and all that
remains to attract investment in its development. Due to
the initial need for expertise and funds, it is best for us to
partner with international companies of repute in order to
share the risk and the reward. gmusnd 0@ i
YE 0@ 2ol OB eI OB O Do eWIeB Bwo
08 08 gDNede ewddsn MmOty ©®@BR. This requires
complete alignment of Government policy along with all
the other requirements for good quality FDI such as
transparency, fair regulations, speed of action et cetera.
Currently, we are trying to put the cart before the horse by
allowing the new Petroleum Bill to be lying in the
Attorney-General’s Department for the last five years.

@ed gedD0 afcis v BBEE, 0vdegiBwed®
s emYdum m»d@x Attorney-General's Department d ez
BoedEr »08 Beasies’y. The National Gas Policy without
political leadership is still languishing in draft form. ged
e300 #BE® ¢oig nov BBE @ National Gas Policy
O 8:8Eed@InO0 928y WO Wl & Died® »HOB
Vo6 v emYy®smsf, Parliamentary Budget Office
O @B BEO wew vy ewPPuns Gy HOOS
58Ee®s5Indd 98w mocs my i If we reverse this
strategy, companies will automatically come. ez
988w WO, @das BBV »IDex wme megs
BoousIH0 B IH® @ud evIenm 8 BHwx Onwe O
¢Omo. If we leave things as they are, they will never come.
¢y Bedm »0e  @e8wds Beemns OO
BB BHC ©@IOO® EemIDD OBTesT DD BWD Omw6 OO
¢0H00.

Currently, Mannar Basin reserves have been very
conservatively estimated at over 9 Trillion Cubic Feet
(TCF) of natural gas, and a few billion barrels of crude
oil. Yes, a few billion barrels of crude oil. Of this, 2 TCF
of gas was actually discovered by Cairn, and still awaits
monetization, and 2 TCF of gas is enough to fuel 1 GW of
power generation for 23 years. So, this is certainly
something to prioritize. e® B€a¢D 0o §1@Bn®1 gdmdw
@w§ WO, §C »» 0¢8 Bwsy Bdresw Bedmdo.

Sri Lanka should focus on energy planning based on
renewable or indigenous energy. This is not only for
economic reasons but also for the management of
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environment and climate. However, there is no apparent
planning for the transport sector other than by way of ad
hoc projects, and in power generation, there is no
indication that the Government’s “green” policies have
even been considered. e® o god ©o 8 8. cvelch
Boewdss #0870, Beddesy esedc Gy @8BS
D ®E. F Ben 00 & o 88ewd m mItm wsiesy
D01

There is almost zero-industrial energy consumption in
Sri Lanka due to the high cost of power, which leaves
much of our raw materials like quartz, ilmenite, and
phosphate to be exported for value addition overseas, and
former dominant industries like cement, steel and
ceramics are now almost dormant. e® 8¢ @© 280
DO WOBTVesy . &, @0 v edstexsy 1977
©BSIOE 0 ®»EQTHW B®ITVewsY HOB 0® BHHIHOW
BReed BeEo. §Rowsnsied 00 OGneAB, & gdeddied
'Dilmah’ e 'Mezawattee' Bwm @@ e® market d20
#BCEE BwdOm Yeg Buwo ged ofDED ¢l 9ve 8w
Cledxndo.

Recently, several major international oil and gas
companies have made efforts to establish a presence in
Sri Lanka, in most cases by taking a significant risk.
However, these have been repulsed by unrealistically
stringent due diligence which questions Sri Lanka’s
maturity in conducting global business, and creates doubt
as to whether we actually know what we want. ®® e®
Do Besiesy, BBO ememmnd ©vd 20 ©Swd
©25%008. WNB, o® B8O o0 yOBwed wy &
2@mmened BuE BESTed D6 0w WOBI®
¢0as8. This stems from lack of confidence due to dearth
of experience in the sector, and the decision to govern by
committee. As you know, non-technical committees
cannot and will not take decisions unless they are guided
by professionals who explain things in a manner that they
can comprehend. Is this happening?

DICH 051OB B 0 ®od D 023 »II®. So,
what needs to be done? e®mS¢ @8 e @n @d? SriLanka
needs to take proper ownership of the sector, energize the
bureaucracy that is holding back essential milestones such as
the new Petroleum Bill and Gas Policy and institute a
Central Administrative Authority such as the Mahaweli
Authority. ®ed 8w -0d; 08 Swirnwm OBn@- o
a8y Cennmee OBR® ¥mdl. 19788 »O8, § como
OvO8 gdmiBw v eWIYPsn ©®OH MSen®), OWDHE
a83mBw  we, Vv Dwvwndw §c®w wmeg. This
Authority should be staffed with professionals recruited from
the industry, not politically placed and empowered while
holding it accountable at the same time. Nothing will happen
by accident. 9ed BB e¢wr edsiery vy ©S HOBS
& BB 80eos e®m WOBIH Vne Bwes O OO
ewdBzN WO OB ¢5IHDI, ©C 88D Serne® BRSO
& snemIOG Bedmdr BweEr. 0@me 19962 §20 ocdm
NOVCDE CmOO oo §ed, o0 adym Jeune®
@1@52@3.

YRowrnditd 00 OIEROB, OO W@ BB, BOS ¥o
BRY s 008 g@inw B8O WOieq
BBovwn BasIs. According to the Food and Agriculture
Organization -FAO-, 14.6 per cent of the world's fish
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stock is caught in the Indian Ocean Region which is
around 36 million barrels per day. As an island nation, Sri
Lanka is blessed with a coastline of over 200 nautical
miles. It is imperative for Sri Lanka to declare breeding
grounds for fishing. If we continue to catch fish
indiscriminately, it will result in rapid depletion of
resources. Therefore, it is important to implement a Quota
Management System - QMS-. This will allocate an annual
quota for fishermen to catch and trade fish. »28csimw
©® Dred DRIV E Bws®m mOE Beadmo.

G208 ©0 OIEHOA, ©8 @® Mmidens BesIH
»®B8. Aquaculture could be benefited as well. In
Philippines, export of seaweed is significant. Vietnam
exports fresh salmon and lobster bred in farms. Sri Lanka
could profit by research into aquaculture. Research is very
important. The National Aquatic Resources Research and
Development Agency - NARA doeoxd god B8
oEDcw a¢ §dn BedIeod ©88ed @B~ should be
given more funding and their research findings should be
made available to the public. Bwg ©¢00® & momls ens
5% EMICHT CP @¢BID VBN BB OO 0wddmo mOmDa.

The Ceylon Fishery Harbours Corporation has
tremendous potential in providing infrastructure and
should support the backbone of the fisheries industry
which are our harbours. Sri Lanka was the fifth largest
exporter of tuna. This could change as we have the best
three varieties of tuna namely, bigeye, yellowfin, and
skipjack. It is a shame that Sri Lanka imports sea fish
cans. 953 @0 yEmw 0 8 88wd mb oD wsiesy
D HOBD® On®ed Ded & wd®ariewsy 8Enow
@cB.

It is vital that we protect our fisheries resource by
safeguarding our corals, by not permitting bottom-
trawling and other illegal practices. Illegal, unauthorized
and unreported fisheries need to be prohibited.
Yoo ©0; OIEROB, eemBo Gyeds o®
dynamite fishing emecmdl. & B8O B0 & god
2D @ MO Bwegd® A VI Vnw Bws S
®® ewddn WO,

The fisheries sector could improve the tourism
industry as well.

®O1 Y005t BT Fn®
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

®0 0wl eDEWH ecsim. §dws’ Dnewsy OO BwsIm
2 ®B8, Vessel Monitoring System &z o. Itis specially
to prohibit foreign fishing vessels from depleting our fishing
resources which is presently an issue. 23800 Ol @8
2109 CE @B 36 0535 wsiest e® yumwe Bew.
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(The Hon. Mohan Lal Grero - State Minister of Higher

Education)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Mohamed Navavi. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Thank you very much, Hon. Presiding Member, for
giving me this opportunity to speak since both the
Ministries now under discussion are closely connected
with my Electorate. The Hon. Minister of Power and
Renewable Energy was speaking about the Norochcholai
Coal Power Plant and the problems related to it. I am
proud to say that it adds 900 megawatts of power to the
national grid.

About three years ago, we had a big problem with
dust, black ash and white ash. The people in the vicinity
of the Coal Power Plant were suffering. This was going
on for years and years. Thankfully, once the Hon.
Minister and the Hon. Deputy Minister took over, we had
long discussions and finally, six months ago, we formed a
committee to arrest this problem. The measures taken
have been 50 per cent successful. The wind barrier has
not been started yet, but the Hon. Minister was able to get
the machines needed to reduce the formation of dust. I
request the Hon. Minister and the Hon. Deputy Minister,
both of whom are very active and they come to our area
once in two to three months, let us expedite the balance
work so that this problem will be solved once and for all.
I am sure that both of you will help us. I am also in that
committee and once a month, together with the GA, we
meet. As the wind pattern changes by April or May, we
must be able to finish that project by that time so that we
would not have this problem. As you know, there are
17,000 acres of farmland and the crops get spoilt.
Sometimes the farmers are unable to cultivate. Therefore,
I request you to complete what we have started and
hopefully, we will be able to finish it by next March.

I must also thank the Hon. Minister for giving a solar
power plant to the Thalawila Church. It is very
successful. Since the Norochcholai Coal Power Plant in
our area generates 900 megawatts, I hope you will give
more help to other religious places in our area also -
temples, churches and mosques.

I am sure that you remember that we went to the
Mubhaththuvaram village - both the Hon. Minister and the
Hon. Deputy Minister came - and started a solar power
project. Thereafter, I took you by boat across the lagoon.
You were very helpful in giving that area a high tension
line and the people there got electricity. There are some
other villages surrounding Muhaththuvaram where hotels
are coming up. You had visited the area and you have
plans to extend the high tension line. I think it would be
better if you could do that quickly since hotels are
coming up in that area and if we have electricity, it would
be useful for everybody.

Then, I have one other small problem. The Coal
Power Plant is in Norochcholai. But, I am sorry to say
that unfortunately - this is not your mistake, Hon.
Minister - there are only a very few people from Puttalam
working there. We proudly say that the Norochcholai
Coal Power Plant is in Puttalam, but there are so many
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people in that area without employment. Recently also,
you took in some new employees. Therefore, Hon.
Minister, please be good enough to recruit people from
Puttalam, at least, as minor employees so that I can face
them. When they say, "8 wmiceds gsd oden gsfors
. 9wnd 8Oy 8By ¢slest mywr ¢y VIR
seden eesdesy mi", | have to defend you as well take the
side of my voters.
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Please give me one more minute.
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I am sorry, Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga, I have no time to
speak on the Votes of your Ministry. I must also thank
you, Hon. Minister, because, whatever some people say,
you have been doing a good job and I hope you will
continue it in the future too.

Thank you very much.
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geweoriy 119,

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 266,150,000, for Head 119,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 119, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 6,550,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 6,550,000, for Head 119,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 119, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 232,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 232,000,000, for Head 119,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 119, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 333,183,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 333,183,000, for Head 119,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 119, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 148,100,000, for Head 150,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 150, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 13,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 13,700,000, for Head 150,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 150, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 94,000,000
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 94,000,000, for Head 150,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 150, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 53,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 53,000,000, for Head 150,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 150, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 220,080,000, for Head 151,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 151, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 667,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 667,500,000, for Head 151,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 151, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure
Rs. 1,095,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,095,000,000, for Head 151,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 151, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 4,932,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,932,500,000, for Head 151,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 151, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 290.- DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC
RESOURCES

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 443,115,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 443,115,000, for Head 290,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 290, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 400,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 400,000,000, for Head 290,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 290, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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At 6.54 p.m., the Presiding Member left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Wednesday, 06th
December, 2017.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.55p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Wednesday, 06th November, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 15th November, 2017.
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