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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether a census of the unusable vehicles
owned by the Department of Police has
been conducted;

(i) if'so, the total value of aforesaid vehicl

(iii)  if not, whether a census will be conducted;
and

(iv) ifso, the aforesaid date?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(1) the date on which the unusable vehicles of
the Department of Police were auctioned
for the last time;

(i)  the income earned by the aforesaid auction;
(iii)  whether an auction will be held again; and

(iv) if'so, the aforesaid date?
()  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and

Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)
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@) @#Cmev, srer?

asked the Minister of Higher Education and
Highways:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether he admits that there was a plan to
enroll 125 students for 3 degree courses
affiliated to the Ratnapura General Hospital
in 2010 having proposed to establish a
Faculty of Medicine for the Sabaragamuwa
University in 2007.

(i) whether he is aware that 75 students for
medical degree, 25 students for nursing
degree and 25 students for paramedical
degree programmes were due to be enrolled
accordingly;

(iii))  whether he is aware that there is a land with
an extent of 21 acres near the Ratnapura
General Hospital that belongs to the
university for this purpose; and

(iv)  whether he admits that the medical faculty
of the Sabaragamuwa University has not
yet been established despite 7 years have
lapsed after the plans have been made?

(b)  Will he also inform this House whether steps will
be taken to establish the Faculty of Medicine of
the Sabaragamuwa University which has been
delayed by years, forthwith at a time when a
decisive discussion regarding medical education
has taken place in the country?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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@) @einGpd, orsin?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he state the number of complaints received by
the Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption from 2014 to 30th June,
2017 separately in respect of each year?

(b)  Will he also state separately in respect of each year
from 2014 to 30th June, 2017-

(i) the number of complaints regarding which
investigations have been completed,
investigations are being conducted and
investigations are yet to be commenced;
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(i) the number of complaints regarding which
cases have been filed in courts;

(iii)  the number of cases referred to the Attorney
General for legal action or advice;

(iv) the number of complaints regarding which
no advice has been received to date from
the Attorney General; and

(v) of the cases filed, the number connected
with politicians?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @TCme, sysir?

asked the Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation,
Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) more than 15 families in the villages named
Vattamadu and Thuwarankulam in Kinniya
Divisional ~ Secretary's  Division in
Trincomalee have been resettled in 2008;
and

(i) these people are living amidst severe
hardships without any basic facilities from
the day they have been resettled?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether action will be taken to provide
houses and other basic facilities needed for
those people; and

(i) if'so, the date on which it will be done?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

208Ee@xInd

2170

O 98.93.38.98. BBACEE dwm (ymSsfessy o
OB 888 BB Grxss @ amurn®o)
anflevL VeV amn - LjeuTi
surpsuafliiy wHMID sTELCuhn B ITRrkisE SewFeFT)
(The Hon. M.L.AM. Hizbullah - State Minister of
Rehabilitation and Resettlement)
Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of Prison
Reforms, Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Hindu
Religious Affairs, I table* the Answer.

6TLD.6T6V.6J.6TLD.

(revrLyidl@

* esepne@esc @» A ¢ 8ET:
* FLm 1S3l eneudsLi L aflewr
* Answer tabled:

(a) (1)  Yes.

(ii) 21 families out of the 31 families resettled in the
villages named Vattamadu and Thuwarankulam in
Kinniya  Divisional  Secretary's  Division in
Trincomalee District have been provided permanent
houses. Other 10 families have been provided basic
facilities.

(b) () Yes

(ii) 21 families (73 persons) out of the 31 resettled families
(105 persons) have already been provided houses with
toilets. Other 10 families were provided only lavatory
facilities. Addition to that, names of said 10 families
have been recommended and forwarded to the
Trincomalee District Secretariat by Divisional
Secretary to provide houses in the year 2018. Once the
financial facilities for the housing project are received,
steps will be taken to provide houses for these 10
families.

(c) Does not arise.
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government, to be read a
Second time upon Wednesday, 06th December, 2017 and to be printed;
and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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APPROPRIATION BILL, 2018
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Gupallsd Cueib rmutiQubHmgl.- [Bsidd : peubui 28]
[FLUTBTWST Hj6UTHET HeWVEDLD UH ST S6iT]
Considered further in Committee.- [Progress: 28th November]
[HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

149 92 B8us.- HEDsTD W Daees g@omsDS@

01 220 ODwWOWD).- @REWHE DRBOVD - YDEDD Bwe®,
61.322,603,000

saneori 149.- ens50srfléd HMID euTenilLl JjeiausvEeT
S|EWLDFFIT
B&pFAGHI L1 01.- QFwevpenrpnd CQFwpHur®ser- WestHoubeh
Qravay epuT 322,603,000

HEAD 149.- MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 322,603,000
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Q&Fevey emum 511,560,000
HEAD 154.- MINISTER OF RURAL ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 511,560,000
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HEAD 158.- MINISTER OF PUBLIC ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 233,400,000
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After the Hon. Minister took over the Ministry, he has
almost -
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That is not a point of Order. Hon. Nirmalanathan, you
may go ahead.
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After the Hon. Minister took over this Ministry, all
these outlets are running at a profit. This Hon. Member is
criticizing the Minister every time. He says that Sathosa is
not running at a profit. It is wrong and I strongly object to
that.
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Hon. Nirmalanathan, you may go ahead. You have
only two minutes more to speak.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Nirmalanathan, you may continue with your
speech.

@ 9. DaFded BEOERDNEST ®wmo

(omessrLll@ @). Freirerv Bl LoV BT &60T)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

@0 BBAROB, 0O B m WOBIB ©¢sIesy
237, disturb 50 @23,

O] ©@10%I08 DS Dwmn
(omessrLil@ el Heuai)
(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)
He should tell the truth.

®3 B398 BRO0

(rewrLfl@ sallFreri ojeuidssr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Nirmalanathan is on his feet. Let him speak. oo
OB In®ied »med 8EnT; o o¢d.

@G 9. Daded BEOEDNEST Dwmo

(oreryLll@ (3). FTeTery [BiTLO6VBTSH60T)

(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)

On® ®»8weO Prime Minister &ed o3, [@1d RBOH]
©0 508 OB V3B OB DedB ez W
WOsIesT.

Qaarrey Srrblwls QUITHETTSTT BVICUVEBET HEWLDFFT
201710 oy eT(hd@HMw suyey
QFsveyd S L GFlTCLTGI, UL SED LIV 6L LBISEHSETeT
ialmsd unhdssr eTHSSILBGWeTD GBI 1965

STHET. DYEOTTEV, UL GV BHIGEHHL W I eOIDFH FTHHS Lis)

O|ouTHGer, HTHISET HLbHs

allwsiger pewLGLUDTsY @) HbSlaTmerr. B)snE 2 Sryent
wres  OpnHaseTehFwFTensssr  GsTLUTET  afllwbengd
@MIOL_sorib.
DSBS TH, L sADE allCsLwrs 2, 3 Gudbsemer
YDWSHG HTEBHL BT UPBIGUBTH bBIGET HLbd 6(HL
aurey Oeweyds F L gFlerCGurg o2 miglwellss) mbE TaHer.
opeormev, 20170 yewr® BriseT euLSSMG, GOILUTS
susiteaflls LNrGaasbBln@ 6TedTesr HTevbemL_dbemer euipmissiuilmds
S isen? Q) hs 2 eTIq D CBMHEHTEHFWFTENVSHET GGTL_TLITS
UL  &wDUTHSDET BrhiseT dligd ST 1quil®HbEHrib.
GBSDG 6T BLAUGEHME T(HSHTHET?  6TETLIENS  [HT6T
Qxerren Qemwdsi euiseafl_b Gl g ail(pibLslsTEmesr.

®3 B398 BHOs

(revrLfl@ sallFreri ojeuidser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, your time is up. You have to wind up
now. The Hon. Minister will answer subsequently.
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®C BWIBBOs

(oresTfl@ sailFrent oyeuiasr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

@0 w3 w®CBow OBIEH®0 B0d 08m e
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0557 0 938 T O ¢z D WOBID YOO,

@G 35382 @8 Bwmo
(oressryfl@ Fhdls FLrdmigs)
(The Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe)
®0 D& 088 o ecsin.

®C 38BN

(oresrfl@ sailFrert oeuiasr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

OeOHO® D GIdewsy BEYD MECE OBIB.

@G 838 w®S8ow Bwmo
(oresrfl@ Fhgld Forfnigs)
(The Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe)
@O,

®C BNIBBO0
(oressTfl@ sallereri Syeuraer)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Then, we will call wupon the Hon. K.
Thurairetnasingam.
[17.L0. 12.25]
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O rLirLmest

peDUILTEL_TeTm)

(oo TR ANIZY S STON)

(oressryfl@ sallFreri Seurasr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

You have to wind up now, Hon. Member.

OO . DECBESTFHBWO Bvmo

(oressryfl@ &. H1ewro T ewrdBisiD)

(The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam)

9GSg,  waw  GepalETH by  GLmisefls
UL QT Qasrews Blg el lu@HsTng.
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®C eB39IBBOs

(oresTfl@ sailFrent oeuiasr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.

dedd® SO emmed »0mE®O ¢ HQO» Y, @.wo.
1.000 20 8050 &

GYGOTLIY. YLy BewL BlYSSLILILB),  Lil.L.
BT (Rd Y rebLiomulmmy.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.

1.00  wevfl% e,

8BDZN0 O eEHODSw

(2_saild QFwevreri BTwIgLD)

(Assistant Secretary-General)

WO, YWD B O DE D& Dwmued
50 ewdszn ®OBID.

®©O @108 5O dwmn

(oressryfl@ Wwapwl Beual)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

I propose that the Hon. Velu Kumar do now take the
Chair.

OO ®. DESBESHFHBWO Ovmo
(oresrfl@ . H1e0r6 T ewrdBisi)
(The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam)

887 IS5 o GE.

9 GLoTBlG .
Seconded.

G S8z &Y, e @@z S,
aflearr GBI (5) TDmYsCIBTeTarLILIL L dy.
Question put, and agreed to.

e O @0 @OG @38 Bwmr §Ratsz920;8) Ss.

soTLIm, wreylley  Goug) GLTT  YUTHET  FeWVMLD
UGBTI H6T.

Whereupon THE HON. VELU KUMAR fook the Chair.

©O §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(oressLfl @ HWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNGTT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam. You can continue your
speech.
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(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Hon. Presiding Member, at the outset, let me welcome
the 2018 Budget and congratulate the Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera, Minister of Finance for his “Blue - Green
Budget : Enterprise Sri Lanka.” There are several positive
aspects that need acknowledgement.

In the war-affected Northern and Eastern Provinces,
development is entirely dependent on rural development.
There are millions of rural people suffering in silence as
their challenges and issues have not been recognized and
addressed so far. Their potential to contribute to national
development is not being tapped.

One of the key functions mentioned in the Budget
Estimates under the Ministry of Rural Economic Affairs
is, “Development of regional and rural development
policies and strategies.” We believe that the scope of this
Ministry is too narrow. We need to look up to several
Ministries to come up with a cohesive plan in an outcome
-focussed manner for us even to start a post-war socio-
economic recovery. Just throwing money and expecting
things to happen is not the answer. You need powers and
budget to coordinate everything that is required to realize
a cohesive rural economic plan. The only Department
that comes under this Ministry is the Department of
Animal Production and Health.

Ministry of Rural Economic Affairs must attempt to
understand the ground situation first and come up with
policies and solutions that reflect and address the realities
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of the war-affected provinces. There have never been an
assessment or research even to understand and
contextualize the needs of these provinces. Unfortunately,
it is continuing to be the Colombo-centric policy of “one-
size-fits-all.” These can only be addressed by the civil
society, private sector and the Government jointly
operating as partners.

Despite  the enthusiasm of the North-East to
participate in national development and contribute to its
progress in a positive and productive manner, there were
continuing frustration because we were not heard,
understood or taken seriously. There is a vast difference
between the Colombo and the North-East realities.
National development is not just economic development.
It encompasses social, political, environmental, cultural
and even moral aspects. Serving more of the same and
expecting the answers to be different and then go on
blaming the victims will, in no way, help reconciliation.

We are also pleased that a Department will be formed
to monitor the progress of budgetary measures and
implement them. The Northern and Eastern Provinces
with their limited human capacity should not be left to
fight multiple Ministries which are disjoined with
conflicting rules, regulations, procedures, statutes that are
at the mercy of the public servant’s interpretations for
successful implementation. We appeal for the budget
implementation office also to address grievances in the
implementation.

We understand that the Ministry of Rural Economic
Affairs, as it stands now, has only a limited scope.
However, what we need is a solution to our problems, and
we do not expect to work through various other Ministries
and Ministers to achieve a cohesive plan for post-war
recovery. There is no proper understanding about the
requirements of the war-affected provinces and to make
an understanding among people who need to work in this
regard is an uphill task. It is disheartening to see that the
majority of the political leaders take various positions to
dash the last hope for a negotiated settlement. Let us
resolve this peacefully without letting every Tom, Dick
and Harry tell you what you should do.

The majority in the North-East Provinces are living
below the poverty line. They carry a heavy burden of
physical, psychological and social stigma and scars of the
30 years of war. These communities need to be restored,
they must get back on their feet. People who do not live in
peace cannot live in peace with others. People who are
starving and struggling with their day-to-day living will
not live in peace with others.

We need to have rural economic policies that address
the real needs of our Provinces and not standard stock
national uniform reactions and a few isolated projects.
We applaud the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, Minister of
Finance, for recognizing the sustainable livelihood which
will be one of the fundamental requirements to achieve
peace and reconciliation. We have seen that the Minister
is attempting to have a social market economic
framework that has the potential for economic justice. We
hope this message will go to all political leaders in the
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Government and they will not jeopardize the credibility
of this noble attempt.

There is no reason to allow these provinces to
continue to languish at the expense of our own country’s
growth, international reputation, peace and reconciliation.
As a national priority, immediate and focused attention is
required to assess the lack of real achievement in the
North and East in terms of the Millennium Development
Goals. Empowerment of rural communities and creating
an enabling environment are fundamental for the current
stage of development for sustainable socio-economic
development in the North-East. These communities must
have their own conductive regulatory framework which
would enable them to address the key sectorial issues,
rural economic infrastructures and access to local
resources. Most of the national policy framework requires
regional reorientation.

Strengthening of rural institutions, infrastructure
development, small enterprise development and small
scale sundry services development, development of
women empowerment and rehabilitation and re-
integration of ex-combatants by civil authorities are all
pressing needs of our rural communities. We require
tailor-made strategies and programmes to empower our
community. We can get experiences from other conflict-
emerging countries that adequate space should be created
for the affected people to participate in the decision-
making process, otherwise the conflict is bound to recur
in a different form in the society.

We wish to express our goodwill and willingness to
take positive and productive steps to the initiatives
presented in the "Enterprise Sri Lanka" 2018 Budget.
Vulnerable war-affected people with their psycho-social
impacts are willing to utilize every means available to
them. The large sums of money that poured into the
province from the Diaspora, international community and
the Government of Sri Lanka for the post-war recovery
were sucked out from the province by these financial
institutions and the retailers. The authorities who do the
centralized planning did not have any empathy for the
ground reality to develop post-war recovery strategies,
programmes, projects and that had less than optimum
results. We now have commentators who find fault with
the victims.

Development must correspond to the stage of
economic and social maturity for it to directly benefit the
people and for it to be effective as they require certain
capacity to absorb by participating in it. Therefore, we
need a robust rural economic plan that reflects this
reality.

"Blue Economy" was the principal livelihood of the
people of the North and the East Provinces, but now that
part of the ocean has been decimated. Ocean bed which
opens for the Northern and Eastern Provinces is vast and
it has enormous economic potential. However, outdated
regulations, discrimination, quotas and processes which
involves several Ministries hinder the potential for
productivity, and the traditional fishing community is
looking for sustainable livelihood. Lack of modern
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technology and infrastructure, which was due to the war,
has lagged these people behind and there are no cohesive
policies or processes that target to explore their potentials
for growth.

At the turn of this century, world leaders and the
international community adopted the UN Millennium
Development Goals uniting a new global partnership to
reduce extreme poverty by 2015. With regard to poverty
alleviation, Sri Lanka’s achievements are noteworthy. Sri
Lanka was able to achieve the MDG targets of reducing
poverty rates seven years before 2015 deadline. However,
despite this strong achievement, disparities in the war-
affected provinces were continued and highest priority is
needed to eradicate poverty and uplift their living
conditions. There is no reason to allow these provinces to
continue to languish at the expense of our own country’s
growth, international reputation, peace and reconciliation.

Thank you.
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Thank you. The next speaker is Hon. Velu Kumar.
You have 28 minutes.
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(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)

Hon. Presiding Member, I would like to reply the
Hon. Velu Kumar. Hon. Member, I understand that you

are speaking on behalf of the workers. I think this
Government has taken extra steps to look after the
plantation workers. You must understand that when we
took over the Government, Rs. 2,875 million was
outstanding of EPF. We have now reduced it to Rs. 1,400
million. We have settled over 50 per cent of that. From
last year, institutions like SPC, JEDB and Elkaduwa
Plantations Limited have been paying monthly EPF and
ETF payments. So, now there is nothing outstanding.
We have also increased wages of labourers. We are
giving seven perches of land to the workers. In addition
to that, we are willing to give another one acre per worker
under the outgrower system. So, we are doing our job.
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Thank you, Mr. Presiding Member for giving me this
opportunity. Firstly, I must thank the Hon. Minister,
Kabir Hashim, for improving the plantation sector which
comes under his Ministry. When I went through the
records, I found out that the JEDB and the SLSPC have
completely paid the dues. Statutory payments had also
been paid after the Hon. Minister’s taking over the
Ministry. So, now the statutory payments have been paid
completely. I would like to thank him especially because
the JEDB has started fertilizing all their lands. Therefore,
in future the trees will grow faster and there will be better
yields.

The only issue is that we have a small problem
regarding the coconut industry, but that has arisen not
because of the fault of this Government. It has arisen due
to the negligence of the previous Government. Because
of the negligence of the previous Government, coconut
cultivation was not developed so that the production went
down. I have already spoken to the Hon. Minister in this
regard. So, now they will make arrangements to improve
the situation within a short period and thereby the coconut
yield in the Chilaw Plantations Limited and the
Kurunegala Plantation Limited will improve and the
coconut crisis will end soon.

Moving on to the Vote of my Leader, the Hon. Risad
Badhiutheen’s Ministry, I would like to say this. In the
morning [ was listening to the Hon. Member, Charles
Nirmalanathan’s speech. He was talking about Lanka
Sathosa Limited. Hon. Member, I would like to tell you
that before the Hon. Minister took over this Ministry,
there were only 150 Sathosa outlets, but he has been able
to increase it up to 370 outlets by now and his target is to
increase the number of outlets up to 500.  Also, we are
proud to say that all items in Sathosa outlets are sold at a
very low price. I would like to say that its revenue for this
year is Rs. 50 billion. Therefore, I would like to remind
the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan that after the Hon.
Minister’s taking over this Ministry, the revenue has gone
up and more than 150 new outlets have come up.

Similarly, I would now like to talk about Manthai
Salts Limited, which also comes under the purview of the
Hon. Minister. Before the Hon. Minister took over the
Ministry, the production was only 4,000 metric tons per
year. But now it has gone up to 6,000 metric tons to
8,000 metric tons and they are now earning over Rs.100
million.

I would also like to talk about the Elephant Pass
Saltern, which has now started production after 26 years.
So, this year they have produced 12,000 metric tons in an
area of 350 acres. Mantai Salt Limited also hope to
increase their production so that we will be able to stop
the importation of salt, which is 40 per cent, by the year
2020. Mind you, Mantai Salt Limited is producing the
best quality salt today. So, all these things are being done
by this Ministry.

Also I am happy to note that the Hon. Minister also
stated that he had taken steps to develop lands belong to
the Cement Corporation in Mannar, Puttalam, Colpetty
and KKS.

I would also like to mention to the Hon. Minister that
over 5,000 acres of land, which comes under the Cement
Corporation, are being neglected. I have already told the
Hon. Minister to improve the quality of these lands, so
that we would be able to get a profit especially from
Puttalam. Further, I would like to mention about the
Elephant Pass Saltern. The Hon. Charles Nirmalanadan
also mentioned this in the morning. I think the Hon.
Sritharan had visited that Saltern and another Member
who spoke in the morning mentioned that there are a lot
of employment opportunities and different communities
are being employed there. I would like to say that all the
communities of that area are employed in the Elephant
Pass Saltern. Those people are happily employed there
and there is an improvement in the saltern industry.

Also, Sir, the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan referred to
the import of liquor by the State Trading Corporation.
After his statement, I checked it up with the Minister and
the Chairman of the State Trading Corporation. But,
what he said was wrong because the State Trading
Corporation does not import liquor. Before the Hon.
Minister took over this Ministry, the profit of the State
Trading Corporation was Rs. 9 million. But from 2015 to
2016, the profit has gone up to Rs. 25 million, from 2016
to 2017, it has gone up to Rs. 60 million and the Hon.
Minister hopes to increase it up to Rs. 90 million by next
year.

I would also like to mention about the mega
showroom. The previous government spent Rs. 200
million to start a mega showroom which was a failure.
But, under this Government, the Hon. Minister made
arrangements to start it. They spent Rs. 100 million, and
hope to start it by next January, Inshallah!. All these
things have been done within the period of these two
years. Therefore, I am very thankful to both the Ministers
and I especially would like to refer to the other Ministries
which are also going into the villages to help the people.
So far only a small amount of funds have been allocated
to my Electorate and I hope the Hon. Minister and the
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Deputy Minister, Hon. Ameer Ali, will consider our area
and help our farmers in the future. We all belong to the
same Party. So, I am sure he will help us - he has
promised to help us - in the future. The other two
Ministries are also working well as this Ministry. So, I
hope they too will also help us in the future.

Thank you.
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Hon. Deputy Minister, you have only one minute
more.
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(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen - Minister of Industry and

Commerce)

Hon. Chairman, I wish to thank you for allocating me
time to elaborate on the performance of my Ministry
today. As the Minister of Industry and Commerce, I
welcome constructive criticisms and suggestions made by
the Hon. Members regarding my Ministry’s activities.

Sir, I shall summarize the performance of major
sectors such as SMEs, business, co-operative and internal
trade which come under my Ministry. I am pleased to say
that to reduce duplication and to promote a uniform
approach, we have clustered several institutions for the
development of SMEs. The Industrial Development
Board - IDB, the National Enterprise Development
Authority - NEDA, the National Design Centre - NDC
and the National Crafts Council - NCC - will work in co-
ordination to promote entrepreneurship and SMEs in Sri
Lanka. The NEDA has launched the National SME
Policy, the first in Sri Lanka, this year. Since market

linkages are important for SMEs, NEDA conducted
training programmes for more than 4,351 entrepreneurs.
The National Design Centre also trained more than 500
designers at international level. The National Crafts
Council now supports 25,877 craftsmen in the island, and
also held the "Shilpa Abhimani" Presidential Awards
ceremony with a representative of the World Crafts
Council for the first time. The Industrial Development
Board - IDB - is training nearly 10,000 SME industrialists
in all electorates in the Island which also adds to youth
employment vision, and Rs. 500 million has been
allocated in 2017 for that purpose.

Sir, as the Hon. Srineshan mentioned, there are not
many industries in the North and the East, especially
SMEs. So, my Ministry’s latest mini apparel industry
initiative focuses on addressing this. Fifty per cent of 150
factories will be located in the North and the East. Most
importantly, I am pleased to say that through the SMILE
III loan scheme, we have distributed Rs. 11.5 billion for
SMEs and this is one of the largest SME credit schemes
in Sri Lanka.

In respect of transforming the state-owned enterprises
to profitable institutions, there are many state-owned
enterprises under my Ministry that were not performing
well at the time I took over. But, with the introduction of
new management skills and procedures, we have
developed those institutions, such as the Lanka Sugar
Company Limited, the Mantai Salt Limited, Laksala and
the State Trading Corporation to greater levels. The
Lanka Sugar Company Limited is expected to report a
profit of Rs. 1.1 billion this year. It paid Rs. 2.88 billion
to sugarcane farmers this year, supporting the regional
economy.

The State Trading Corporation has reported Rs. 1.59
billion sales from April to September this year. Now, it
has become a profit-making institution. Laksala has
reported Rs. 513 million revenue till August. For the
first time in the history, they have paid Income Tax also.
Kahatagaha Graphite Lanka Limited has reported an
income of Rs. 32 million. Mantai Salt Limited has
reported Rs. 52.6 million sales revenue this year. The
Registrar of Companies which comes under my Ministry
is now open on all seven days of the week to register
companies. In 2017, it has registered 132,861 companies
reporting an income of Rs. 481 million. The
Measurement Units, Standard and Services Department
has done 497 registrations this year.

Hon. Chairman, as far as the cooperative sector is
concerned, the cooperative policy finalized in
consultation with all the Provincial Co-operative
Ministers was submitted to the Cabinet. The CWE has
helped to stop shortages of rice and other essential items
and thereby prevented price increase. The Consumer
Affairs Authority has increased their raids - some of
which were highly reported in the media - paid attention
to 1,587 complaints and collected Rs. 64 million.

Sir, when we took over Lanka Sathosa, there were
only 300 sales outlets and now it has been increased up to
400. We are targeting to increase it up to 500 by 2018.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 322,603,000, for Head 149,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 149, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 57,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 57,000,000, for Head 149,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 149, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 1,254,825,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,254,825,000, for Head 149,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 149, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 6,663,100,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 6,663,100,000, for Head 149,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 149, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 295.- DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 128,550,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 128,550,000, for Head 295,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 295, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 10,400,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 10,400,000, for Head 295,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 295, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 297. - DEPARTMENT OF THE REGISTRAR OF
COMPANIES

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 53,900,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 53,900,000, for Head 297,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 297, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 298. - DEPARTMENT OF MEASUREMENT UNITS,
STANDARDS AND SERVICES

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 111,350,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 111,350,000, for Head 298,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 298, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 26,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 26,500,000, for Head 298,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule " put
and agreed to.

Head 298, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 299.- NATIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE
OF SRI LANKA

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 30,350,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 30,350,000, for Head 299,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 299, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 300.- DEPARTMENT OF FOOD COMMISSIONER

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 88,720,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 88,720,000, for Head 300,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 300, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 99,950,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 99,950,000, for Head 300,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 300, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 301.- DEPARTMENT OF CO-OPERATIVE
DEVELOPMENT (REGISTRAR OF CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES)

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 70,300,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 70,300,000, for Head 301,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 301, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 32,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 32,000,000, for Head 301,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 301, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 302.- CO-OPERATIVE EMPLOYEES COMMISSION

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 16,230,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 16,230,000, for Head 302,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 302, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,700,000, for Head 302,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule " put
and agreed to.

Head 302, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 303.- DEPARTMNET OF TEXTILE INDUSTRIES

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 76,450,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 76,450,000, for Head 303,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 303, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 36,950,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 36,950,000, for Head 303,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 303, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 511,560,000, for Head 154,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 154, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 229,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 229,500,000, for Head 154,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 154, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 186,350,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 186,350,000, for Head 154,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 154, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 4,605,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,605,500,000, for Head 154,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 154, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 292.- DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL PRODUCTION AND
HEALTH

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 540,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 540,700,000, for Head 292,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 292, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 178,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 178,000,000, for Head 292,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 292, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 987,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 987,000,000, for Head 292,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 292, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 233,400,000, for Head 158,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 158, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 227,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 227,000,000, for Head 158,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 158, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 50,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 50,000,000, for Head 158,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 158, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 5,062,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 5,062,000,000, for Head 158,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 158, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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At 7.15 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.
Committee report Progress; to sit again on Thursday, 30th
November, 2017.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.36 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Thursday, 30th November, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 15th November, 2017.
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