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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA
SUMATHIPALA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the Report of the
Committee on Public Finance on “Order under the Excise
Ordinance” and “Notes on the Supplementary Allocations
given from the Budgetary Support Services and
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Contingent Liabilities Provision made under the
Department of National Budget as per the Introduction
Note of the Annual Estimates” which were referred to the
said Committee.
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. D.T.W. Wimalaweera Dissanayaka)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - State Minister of Finance)
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Question ordered to stand down.

®G; Bewdss 15062

(oreiryllg Nrdld FuTBTILGT Sj6uTssir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa)
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(The Hon. Niroshan Perera - State Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs)
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Question ordered to stand down.

®6 Bewds SrznEHDO)

(reryfl@ Urdld FUTHTIWST B)6uTder)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

gdm gom 9 -1979/'17- (1), 06 ¢x6 BB SwosFs
O»mn.

OC 370 BB BwoTs Owmo

(wrenry il osr A esfl gowipger)

(The Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Lands and
Parliamentary Reforms, I ask for two weeks' time to
answer that Question.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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LANDS BELONGING TO KANDY TEACHING HOSPITAL:
DETAILS
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(The Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage)
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Ijeui @mIifGeurym?
(=1) @)TCm6L eredr?
asked the Minister
Indigenous Medicine:

(a) Willhe state -

of Health, Nutrition and

(i) the total extent of land belonging to the
Kandy Teaching Hospital;

(ii) out of which the extent of land currently
used by the hospital;

(iii) whether he is aware that large extent of
land, out of the lands belonging to the
hospital are illegally occupied;

(iv) whether he admits that this situation has
been an obstacle to the activities of the
hospital; and

(v) if so, the measures to be taken to control
this situation?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Health,

Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine)
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(The Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)
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(The Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne on behalf of the Hon.
Buddhika Pathirana)
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e @)daenLid@ Gab yplaltimyrr?
()  @)esr@mev, eyeir?

asked the Minister of Rural Economic Affairs:
(a) Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of persons in Sri Lanka who
made their livelihood through the curd
industry by the end of 2015;

(i) curd production of Sri Lanka in litres in the
year 2015;

(iii)  the number of buffaloes in Sri Lanka by the
end of 20157

(b) Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether the Government has provided
necessary facilities to the persons who are
in curd industry to develop that industry;

(i) if so, what those facilities are;

(¢) Willhe further inform this House-

(i)  whether the Government has taken steps to
increase the buffalo population;

(i) if so, what those steps are?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the

Minister of Megapolis and Western

Development:

(a) Wil he inform this House-

(b)

(©)

0’361

20 D08m C&mdm vz

(i) the development programmes intended for
Moratuwa Divisional Secretary's Division
starting from year 2017 to next three years,
under the Megapolis Plan which is
implemented by the Ministry of Megapolis
and Western Development;

(i) the programmes, if any has already been
started;

(iii) the exact dates  from which  the
scheduled programmes will  be
commenced;

(iv) whether state  and private investments are
made in this regard;

(v) if so, separately the aforesaid

investments?
Will he also inform this House-

(i) the allocations made for the scheduled
programs or for the programmes that have
already been started,;

(i) the amount of money that has already
been spent;

(iii) whether loans will be obtained in this
regard,;

(iv) the institutions from which the loans will
be obtained and the amounts of the loans;

(v) if not, of the amount of money allocated by
the Government?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of

Megapolis and Western Development)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a) Ishe aware that-

(i) the 190 perches land (Deed No. 16) located
at No. 11, Station Road, Mannar has been
registered (Reg. No. B 1/53) as a land
owned by the Methodist Council on
17.12.1872 by the Land Office of Mannar;

(ii) the Sri Lanka Army established an office in
the respective land when it was unable to
maintain it following the tense situation that
prevailed in the country in 1985; and

(iii) even after more than 3 years have passed
after allocating a separate land near the
Mannar town for the purpose, the Army is
yet to release the land belonging to the
Methodist Council?

(b) Will he inform this House whether measures will
be taken soon to release the relevant land which is
urgently required by the Methodist Council?

(c) Ifnot, why?

06 Bedsdssy esedc ®wmo

(wressryflg BCrTagssr GuByyT)

(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)

©0 Bewdets mDsnemn®B, 86@imsn® 6w SBm
BB w0 wiSm ®OYD OB H® eOMEDET & OO
y@mwd 8ERJ wwrnm* m5D.

* esepse@escs O» 2 ¢ EENT:

* FLm g8l eweudssLii L aflswr

* Answer tabled:

(a) (i) o® woITVews? O HedBs oFHO
Ewsced R0 gwews’ uBWwvr WS FB gno,
Rled BO® B8Eac B¢ CudEcH &8 om&B
DO 5300 @,

(i) ©O® 9REAY WBwIwWH B8m ®S e’ § Comn
Ki
@D VYD B8BBY 200 § Comw ewB8e B8A. Sw
08 @B3m08 BwrEw.

(i) ©®® ¥Bw ¥ gws QRO Om» gns, O PO
em0n OI5Nc® SWHS oEmO® S8 e
@¢08me03n00 510800 BOER WOBsT 0B

(2)  @cg o0ed.
(q) @cE @zned.

@06 Bewrdts OrBNEHRO)

(wressryflg Wrdléd surprsi ojsuiasir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

gd» gom 11 - 1991/17 - (1), o6 ©8FD0n®
BEmG% @wvmo.

®C g0 BAB Bwo¥sy Dm0

(omesst L@ ST F_6vfl e wird eor)

(The Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne)

®6; Boewdds ONemn®B, od 8EDiem®
BE®5H Onnn 0D5ednsy © OO yam 6 avwmd.

OO DB WS IBED VDo

(orairyfl@ swhs &menTTSevds)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

®©0] Bewdss ONEHDOB, B ©wwo W BSI
BICED ¢S eONEDT & OO yEH WO 88T 2O wewo
BB B IEES 9C R 8BI5HDo.

g @z EnwE 988 BEOO Bewlw wom GE.
&ledrTeme) 10D GIDIT (G HIVISBID FLON L1175 H1 1 DMl L1111" 1 ).
Question ordered to stand down.

E50nduB BBwwsy 5O BIO: nOedew

FRTTHUSF FU_L GG remtlasnerss GLiwi@Gpldsev:
BswL_(LpemMD

NOMINATION OF PRESIDENT'S COUNSELS: PROCEDURE

1995/°17

13.061 Bv@ ocdsss Owm (06 30EF ox¥mrwm

Bwm ed)DO)

(oreiryll@ Hanrs soliugg) - wrssrywlg Lws) 7&pTiudsds

FTTLITSE)

(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi on behalf of the Hon. Bimal

Rathnayake)

298 ©Y KB YBHSFB w1 @8Sm ®»OEH

a@msndiensy et gdme - (1):

(@ () o&s 2010 &80 2017 &8 30 e
S50&BOCw B8E  s50led BBewwsy
drewsy @ @WO» ¢ ylocwsied
000w O O Dlvw amd o0y
00T Dnewsy @edunt mOsTenye;

(i) 20808 BBewewsy 5@ BIe®2 anedmw
WO CAD & F®ed¢w »OedE;

@5¥D) 90 @O 8w ¢sIDYeIE?
(q0) oz» ded®®, & Os¥e?

Ulrgw  gemwdemn Cxflw  Camerensssr  wHmib
QuUIreTTHTT  YYIUVHET Y EMIFFHLOTETOUMTH Gl L

alflesrm:

(=) (i) 2010 b gyev1(®) Cgmi_daid 2017 b oy68r[H
o®er  wrs 30 b Flagl  euemr
FerTHLglullesrrev FRTTHLSF
FlLggrenflserrs Guuwm i’y oy seflet
Quuiriiu’ 1quiensy  QaIGleur®H QUL BISEHS

SHeMLDIL QeusuGaumra Fwrifourrr
6TEOTLIENSIL)LD;

(i) serrazlugls FU L GgrenilsGLl
QuuwflLLiu@bCurg) Uletupm iiu@ib

pempuilied wrelgesTLIengu|Lb;
Yjeui @)daeniufled ymlaliiimryr?
(=) BHTCmeb, ereir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1)  whether he will submit separately in respect
of each year, a list of names of persons
nominated as President’s Counsels by the
President from the year 2010 to 30th June
2017,
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(i) the procedure adopted in nominating
President’s Counsels?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Disaster Management:
(a)  Will he state this House -

(i) separately, the number of persons died and
had gone missing due to the floods and
landslides that occurred in the District of
Kalutara on 27.05.2017; (i)

(i) separately, the number of deaths that (i)
occurred due to the floods and landslides?

(b)  Will he also state this House -

(1) the name, address, age, profession and the
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November]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time". - [The Hon. Mangala
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Member, just to quickly comment on some of the
matters that you raised, I want to say that we do not
protect any illegal economic activity and certainly, the
Hon. Prime Minister will not tolerate any illegal
economic activity. We have absolutely no intention of
promoting alcohol; particularly in the Northern Province.
Our policy is completely neutral. I might also say that we
must also defend the right of every investor to go
anywhere in this country and invest so that they will
create jobs and opportunities for all the people.

We are particularly concerned that after the war,
economic activities in the Northern Province have been
slow and we want to encourage investors to go there. So,
when we brought the Inland Revenue Bill to Parliament,
we gave a capital allowance for the country. That is, if
you invest Rs. 100, you do not have to pay tax till you get
that Rs. 100 back. But, if an investor goes to the North,
we give a 200 per cent capital allowance to him. That
means, the investors can recover their investments and
100 per cent more of their investments, if they go to
North. So, our policy is geographically neutral and we
certainly want to strengthen the economy in the Northern
Province.
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The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - State Minister of Finance)

Thank you for the points that are being made. I just
want to quickly point out that out of the 116 lagoons, we
are going to invest in ten this year for which we have
allocated Rs. 1,000 million. We are going to cover the
following lagoons: namely, Batticaloa, Nandikadal and
Nayaru. In addition to that, we are also basically desilting
the lagoons in the Northern Province. We are also going
to allow multi-day boats and have allocated a lot of
money - about Rs. 400 million - for that. Part of it is
going to the North. We want to make sure that it will
happen.

As stated under No.60 of the Budget Speech, we will
develop and upgrade the anchorages and landing sites of
fisheries locations also. In addition to Chilaw and Mirissa
fishery harbours, we are going to improve the Karainagar
fishery harbour as well.

I would also like to point out that the good thing in
allocating money is, we have named the places this time,
so that you could monitor the progress of how the Budget
allocation will be handled.

As stated under No. 265 of the Budget Speech, we
will strengthen reconciliation focused on livelihood
development. We understand the problem particularly of
the women-headed households in the North. There are
some of the financial problems caused through the
microfinance institutions and so forth. We cannot really
directly intervene with them because these are non-
governmental organizations. But, this is done through the
Government; we have allocated Rs. 2,750 million on
economic empowerment and also to build social
infrastructure. We will also build a special home for
differently abled women in the North; we have allocated
money for that too.

As stated under No. 269 of the Budget Speech, the
Government will support, by way of grants, selected
small industries throughout the Northern Province by
empowering the vast network of Producer Cooperatives in

the Province. That is only for the Northern Province and
for that we have again allocated Rs. 1,000 million.

As stated under No. 272 of the Budget Speech, only
about 50 per cent of the Achchuveli Industrial Zone is
utilized at present and we propose to bear 50 per cent of
the electricity cost as an incentive and if companies go
and establish themselves there and we have allocated
money for that.

As I said in the morning as well, in the Inland
Revenue Bill, we have made a special mention that we
give a 100 per cent capital allowance for anybody
investing in addition to the regular depreciation. If they
invest in the Northern Province, we have made an
exception by giving them a 200 per cent capital
allowance.

Thank you.
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Thank you.
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“The early moments of life offer an unparalleled
opportunity to build the brains of the children who will
ultimately build the future.

But far too often, this is an opportunity squandered.

For nations, the cost of not investing in a child’s early
moments is a generation with poorer health, fewer
learning skills and reduced earning potential. It is a
weaker economy and a greater burden on health,
education and welfare systems. It is intergenerational
cycles of poverty and disadvantage that hinder equitable
growth and prosperity. For children, especially children
from disadvantaged communities, the price of this failure
is lost potential.”
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“Currently, Sri Lanka invests only 0.0001 per cent of
its gross domestic product (GDP) on early childhood
programmes. This is one of the lowest ratios of public
spending on early childhood development in the world;
lower than its South Asian neighbors but lower even than
many very poor Sub-Saharan African countries.”
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. A. A. Wijethunga.
Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Edward Gunasekara to the Chair?
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(orsiTLyfl@ svaargLosir sliflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Edward Gunasekara do
now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

lefi the Chair, and THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA fook the
Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
Debate to be resumed on Monday, 13th November, 2017.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.45 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Monday, 13th November, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 20th October, 2017.
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