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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Petroleum Resources

Development:

(@) Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of fuel filing station licences
issued;

(i) the names and addresses of the persons
who obtained the aforesaid licences;

(iii)  the annual income received by the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation from the issue of
the aforesaid licences;

(iv)  the criterion considered with pertinence to
the issue of the licences for the fuel filing
stations; and
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(v) the steps taken with relevance to the frauds
and corruption which have occurred
regarding the issue of these licences, if any?

from the year 2010 to 2016 in the Badulla district?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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Resources Development)
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(i) whether he admits that Rs.100 million was
allocated as per Proposal No.149 of the
2016 Budget to set up agricultural, livestock
and fish processing zones in the Districts of
Anuradhapura, Vavuniya and Kilinochchi;

(i) the persons who prepared the feasibility
reports for these three projects;

(iii) the total estimated cost for these three
projects accordingly;

(iv) the total financial allocations made by the

General Treasury for the said projects by
the end of 2016; and

(v) the total financial allocation that can be
made available for the said projects for
20177
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether persons who are not Members of
Parliament have been appointed as
Chairmen or Co-chairmen of Divisional
Development Committees;

(i) if so, their names and the Divisional
Development Committees in which they
hold the chairmanship, separately;

(iii) the powers vested on the aforesaid
Chairmen;

(iv)  the basis on which the aforesaid persons are
appointed to the said posts;

(v) the highest educational or professional
qualifications of the aforesaid persons,
separately; and

(vi) the salaries, allowances and other facilities
provided to the aforesaid Chairmen or
Co-chairmen?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education :

@)

(®)

Will he inform this House-

0

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

V)

the number of schools that come under the
Central Govemment and the Provincial
Council in the North Westem Province;

out of the aforementioned schools the
number of schools with permanent
principals and the names of those schools;

the number of schools with acting
principals along with the names of those
schools;

the number of persons and their names in
the North Western Province who passed the
competitive examination conducted last
year to recruit principals ?

whether the persons who passed that
examination are now placed correctly in the
service stations?

Ifnot, why?
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(@) @srGmev, eresr?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs :
(a) Wil he inform this House-

(i) the number of civil security zones
functioning in the district of Anuradhapura;
and

(i) the number of civil security officers
attached to each zone separately?
(b) Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that musical shows
were conducted in selected civil security
zones in this district;

(ii) ifso, the details in this regard; and

(iii) whether he is aware that it was obligatory
for every civil security service officer to
sell 20 tickets for the musical show?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [09th
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“The authorities have been improving the country’s fiscal position
and strengthened its international reserves, but more needs to be
done in the area of SOE reforms.”
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"Developing countries must avoid a race to the bottom to supply
cheap goods to the world's richest economies, according to a new
report from UNCTAD, the UN's trade and development arm.

In its annual trade and development report, published on Thursday,
the Geneva-based thinktank warns that the traditional model of
"export-led development," which powered many countries in the
runup to the financial crisis, is no longer viable."

O® emJews’ BesIm®.

"UNCTAD believes that developing country governments must
focus on boosting domestic incomes for the poorest - and hence
consumer demand - rather than pinning their hopes on a recovery in
export demand among wealthier neighbours."

O WOINIDROB, OO OO e res 89D
eWIODF 55D,

2856 BOITTVO g8 BwE gD ©wWd WM.
2 gl HBW® gemes WOTD I eOme, B
sFenms’ O ewen @BIZ A L) ©&Hmes’ ged
Bw¢®0 Dt DBYJ Geew & 0T emeny 9uimy Bt
g 98 98 wE ocww 05008. & Bwe a8 ged
2R ® wo osin BB sbedve ¢ sId® ¢
B8 Dol ¢ WD, Dy WO V. Y
08y o 0® od edsies i e®me, 48 Sno

* getmmaced »dr g o.
* BIfleneVWIGHI) sW6Us S LILIL (RATeNS).
* Placed in the Library.

020008, 0® BB 85 edEI Bewstesy. UNCTAD
Om 8yen O» COOE o Bwee 0® Bwuey Bewsieny
Cod O BHE 021008, 0®m oEImed Bed O
omg nEEdwe BwB. § Bw god ¢bSmed gdde
2BBMOCO Ded® odBc Bdsem o, odBwe
edgeomeg FDOPmOT O ewd WO RV OO
Bostesy odBwe gdawvmd 0dxneds’ deden COOE
0B #BEE 01D WO B WO BB WOB
¢c® Om owd, wurny I owd ©® Basesy m
2B0BBewesI® Comed 8Ind®DE® Bnsimd dm; BW(Eo.
58 a8 eI O Bewmd, a8 9® ©DEed®
Bedn odege owmg Bwr Bndw ocImed Bowm
BNBOWD @0 WD W ECIDG Geusl OTesT BIWL.
ecIme osiery FHO® Om B@0BET w0 a8 v
010 B W D . 88 IO 00030 edm
@0 cosmetics dmn W, OBwsIO oIz B8EE PO
OB D a8 IO B WX ROB, 8 WO
28 e ¢ 0dOE Omn ®OmDI. ewag setup O OWn
®OBI yoDsy; SmO webcam O Own OB GO
20 Oevd Oy WD YOOI, S BBownw b S
OB ) oD edstery K IO wsin) en’. & Bwe
diversification Bw o, gsm6 ©redd) BB e BwEo
BEO product OO ¢80 e O8N oIy Fwr. a8
ot emog Im OmosY aBewmed case m®m Ey IS
8Byt of emig vsiery edisimy. & Heso diversification,
diversification BwEe ¢80 ©© 0D Bwmdlr. S
0. ®® & undermine 0¥ Bwmdr ©200D8.
Y 8 B0 Bewsiey vy & Beo ¢8 IO B
sdeed @D O B3RS FDI 801500 sededd e Do, 0
DR gumIes BOwd vefed wmdo.

OO O OB Bwsiesy MG WHOBIDY O BB
O® 029008, gumens Y. »HYW, Sewmsy Do §ud
@® 288m a8xcwd cI¥mdwrs CreasTesy L.

O DONBDROB, BT C;me OB LB
288moewsy @by BO. s wodd BRHES. ¢y IMF
Dm0 B Bedmr. IMF s BweE Beaxds SOE
reforms o5 B @edQd S0 1. RO SDo
©® gw D180 ¢OR MW O° YESI® BDeds Iwd. ®-nc
O3B0 OB 988ur WOy ew D oLy BedmOo.
Em 508 9e8un Iy ewsIm. MHOBID WD) EBID OB OW.
®® @ Bn®iens’ gustm @A, "#®Bn® Hilton
Hotel dend B8 em0ed qredt)d Smenmdog o3¢ Bwo.
Hyatt Hotel & SmenmDig m3de? O@nE 9dsl emdee
D@D 5de? T DenmDr. vB, 88 0® g 1w
eCEomrw NED® F ydolmoen #1wud® ¢ud evemsiesy
. 8 OEds esxOE . 00 I»n8 Bded
HOBR® s vensy e Bw, & gdeddde wdnd
@®m weer Bedmd. & Busles? mOm» o OHEO
Bedmdo. &y owmn 00m »O8. 0® cwed RBE »win
A em® Beadmyd. 88wde 81¥m0 Ao Buwy O ¢8 gnw
DO, s 48 Busim 5. 88edw w®ISTVD Bwy AS
28 20w . Y 9o DORBe®5T Bwmd, AR ¢Sy
OuvriBews’ god 6ed udwde gdmisr S VI V. &8
©&es’ Oevd® eddE mIsTn yoOs RwuE eusIdy Om
GO0 @wIcB. OO Ben Cw GdSmewsy @Oy 8O ww Coedxs
8306300 DR H® Bws) OO O° O5Im®.

O WONEHROA, & OFHO eBRd BwsOo,
"S5y 500 O A VBT CHBEEHBEI @WICHO WE Bwow.



565 208Bedsind 566

[0c BOE c¥Bowm @nmo)

@® @90 Nes’ @ww eODI OO Bd Vg OBO @&
DOHDB." B, QOO D¢ BMAD w5izy Dy BBEo
28 »yos BEwsimdo.

O DO ROB, eBNO® WHB®  wesTesy
@007 eCIDed dn® PWPOD® PHP® WwecsTesy
g Dnewsy ¢ Pweds’. PR g@HID HedRO®O
Bedmy @oe® ©e 0®mdie? @eBiOmO  Gdd
C1eadm 0. 80 ¢@m0D goedtDmO ¢ Guew® Ereamd. 8O
2O @®0e? IO ¢OHCD Gedeed ©efDE v
ceamDs. SOEs Dc e cedmdr. 60 S55000
BecsTenst 53180 “5ymdensy A 8w M3 O JOLsT OO
DO® e Ee? ¢& KO BBYTO Secxdr ey, Becmdo.
&Y gud BO godd ecsiesIs m 053, 88 ¢sleny 5B
Pend a8 ¢l Qe s8remed $10wd® A o BwEo
ecime BEoonm Beadmdsr ezsi. a8 c¢wlosy mwi. »EY,
eCIMm® BwmDr 88 DO ¢ew® EAB JO Bwo. & Beso
01O od Doy s ew® O WS OB, Cwss
30606® D18 w30 0sTest »BD gD, ewedswd el
005 mOBI . T GIID. e §1B® B WS HBIH
RIROT O Bedmy @0 e@mwe? VIROTE IPEST
DO8 ®w® ewivy enm Bedsiesy. 2014 dised g
302060, 008D Sl gewed®sy Bwpwd 838. 2015 dbsed
DG POw®, wdn J¥ed guweds’ Bwwd 888. 2016
D8ved g #10w0®, B®Wn el Grwed®ry Bwwd 83&.
2017 o8sed Qg gwow®, wdwn d¥ed gucwe®sy Bwwd
888. Omem0 D¢ Gacrn® w®wn -

OO DB

(oressTyll@ FUTBTIWST SjeuiTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OC OTEHOB, IO ©D 8538 5= Bedmda.

®5 BOE I¥NGH Dvmo
(wrrsu:o'rqtﬁ@' LNsv u’;_i',]r]',rru.lé;&;)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
©%1eB, OO WSOIZNBDROA.

D¢ cw®, Gedt)ed wun Guwe®sy 8wwd 88 »HO,
¢y ©0 BasIy omd, @s mI» B¢ y@rgns D18 »S vyesy
RO Gbue cimeded e erddid el gredied
$00® I8 WO O 8 VL BeadmrDre HwEs. S
DYTITeER 5 oI A 073, Ssus OH®w
W g0er D1 evIdm® Wmer. »YsIsiedcrs e
30e®nD 5B WO, @WICHO MBI, GeE HOBSed
BE ©3p s D o Badd, BE owd ¢’ »i»
#HOBOGTed 0vwdEOE YBE i BwE ©F
B523089® Busiend. & B IOTEed gredt)Osy
QD 88y DE DY VIO OB® s IEW
Cleemny Gt wotdDE e OE WOsTesy D
2020=7 sededd owd Ag gt WO Bedm »O@ e®imul
B VIROTE BesImd. »OBT BOW 53H;. @@
ecimed edm ©ImS By 0. Vg PO g®HOD
BBesI0 BcrTest 5D @0w® 018 ®S 0¥ B s
IR0 Bedter’. dm HOwWE HOB gumwmw D18 »J
OBID) Om. @O HOW HOB, Gots)s WotdVDE Rw O& WS
o5 O .

O DONIDROB, Bl ComIed Cuss eeeddo
@B MEdD OBB o EG® OO
2mO8. ¥ wIved Beastes BLBE e @ B0 wey
E008. & o BB BOwgw D LB, s e
OO oy CAIBIeDY Wy 5. W G CIADD.
EDred wewsy BB yowddmew mwl. ¢l v©® sy
03t 2B, F 08 0 Bedstery, eci®
DO Beso 09 @@ D Bess @20 DB, Goess esoedo
308} @O BedsTery, RO ed vfe ecomsy, VDR
oy WO el @wwnBOosy  ww  RInsIied
HOBOGET 0wom® Sy BewB. Sm OB 81 &E emues.
Cae8s @303 R0 CADY oD VDO B WOBID VDR
Oy D8 Gem, aes D, NI 1. OB B BRI
@Dy BOOH, YISO ek GaB® ©wWIs OBIB
S50 O DG BOODHDI V@0 005 BEO HOwH WL
eRI®m® OFMO, B.ndPys® oFBE, Yorw oOFH,
Bwed2n®ws oxfns, dmw oxins, & O0DE w® s
2BHNGEW 0O Cwss ©eed Bedmba, @b Cosxs
36300 BedmDr. Dl Ben Beamdl, 530 5Ned&.
DBy Daewsy oenrs JOr G CAmDI. Jomsy
OB D6 8l WO BedsIesy. Bwdr®w, B.vuyd® ws
CODE ey, & CODE Gaess 083D E 509D Bwwd 25z
owd 8wwed 30 D0 ©w®vs S0 0 D& ©000m&
Bedtest. yomw OB Bgey 0o odemus & Jeds
808, nYsImsTed Smevsy 9uImID), @®D) VFem®
@DIOB, Bed@mrsIol Smendi® Died w38 BwEs. Im
Drdea.

OO DAIBNBHD S

(omressTLll@ FUTBTWST Sjeuieir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

O OTE OB, 157 VAD®IeE D §Dwsy WHOBIB).

O BOE ST wGZ Dvwmo

(oreylg Mo rémrwds)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

ecd. ©® gdwwy Drewsy Bwemdl, VIROBIE
8101 8E0® 00 gw D10l BACE®ITms woerw 810k B
ey 00 Beads) FD. B0k 5 e0dnE MDD 48
OBR. D, vi0h oo @dSm EAsEmiemed
308 &Y 0O BILO 865 d0E.

©¢eDR midems 08, »YImsied AW
BMGBBINO 1 BedmDi. OO O 8OSS #OBNOA,
8w 01w ®Ned 30008 B8Jed «wmiE0® Bedmd, -
RN oo o Bedlesi- Jbed ¢B8s gl
@09 8wee @08 BO0mDr BwEr. cded glBe Bwm
om0 Bwwd 100 gdowms Beadxmdr, 8wwd 51 ¢8dwmsf
Beadmdi. OO B 950® 50 I gw D10l s
Bedm Do, 53 9B3 0D Bedsy Jew ecmn list mSmda,
Oen® PO em0E Oemd Bec. v YEY
eE0DBsIO eOSTMO yoosy, »HP & eddms wHe Bws
Om ®Yg ¢slert? OO Bew 0@ aw O Digedd a8
RINSees’, 0® HeIfeds’ 9Cc 83I» of »e8,
DO WO Sedn Mmewsidmewrd stded kv Om eDmDO
edBwe edoge 08¢ PCBD® WE BEBIHBO 0wWid) eO5IB)
Bum 0. uisnd Bdsiem wuwm Sed@mwusId D& ed@w
2wl e¢Im). »YTmTeldE »YedINBes GbSme O
DO ®EO VDD 3838w B8O el v ed@Bw;
@0e® vmemsy researchesDEO D¢ Odr. RIROBIE



567 2017 @z200®28 13 568

Busiesy O, mostes! »0 Owel. vy8e & Oy »E
od@ws @16w® smensy researchesDEO d¢ ® YD OO Ben
28 »@simniedEens’ 9 83sTery v yAdcdR
ed0E mostesy A, eQ® nidx ecimed Bedm g’n
oIH0e gaensy eG® gdenm O e® degs e@®B
OO D@18 WO G888 206 BEHOEO wBIBY B GB.
O #HOBROB, VIn®ed Beadm ©wOHS ondolD,
edames ©» O8n @ovDesied owiemOEs ced
88w ewic e0esy BB Bum O e WIS,
®od D ¢dewsy WS, @DewWI® SAE.

OO HDIBNBWDO)

(omressTyll@ FUTBTILST SjeuiTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Bewd, vo BOE BB ¢ B #@Bn@1. 8O 06 v
Boewdeds m0m ©nsBn® §Rrumwed 88emm .

DGO OGS HOBNBHRS Gemewsy 9O Hews,
Bewdhs 0w 008839 [0 esFddd® geedEmErNesy
®wmn| GEoeszd00;8) Ses.

GYBOTLIDS, IOTHTLIENG — FLITBTUWET  YUTHOT  YbBTTFTS
Sloflsiry  ysVGCsu, Gapsmarlar IBls  salFEreri  yeuidser
[wrevirL gy GlrsvarLd eI &BeVBTBEIT] HeDVHLD 61UB|SBTT 561 .

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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Aquatic Resources Development and State Minister of

Mahaweli Development)
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Sir, some of those headlines described the people's
reaction to the Budget, 2018. It has effectively addressed
the short, medium and long term requirements on the
economic, social and environmental fronts in order to
ensure an educated, healthy, and entrepreneurial country
by the year 2020. Those are the broad objectives of the
proposals that were brought forth by this Budget.

As the Minister of Tourism, on behalf of the tourism
sector | wholeheartedly welcome this Budget which has
given many concessions to the tourism sector and laid the
foundation for sustainable growth of the industry for
years to come.

Budget 2018 is a visionary blue print that will
increase exports, boost tourism and foreign direct
investment which in turn will form the launching pad for
economic prosperity. It will help realize the Unity
Government's Vision 2025 to make our nation an upper-
middle income country by the year 2025.

®0 Bewds 02 08B

(oresrflg Guwdbsaisr Ursls sallFrert ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, you may continue after the lunch
break.

®©C eddsT g6 Dwmo
(oressryll@ G et ST SIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
Okay.

6 Bewdss 02 08B

(oresryflg Gwobsaist Ursls sallFrert ojeurssr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Sitting is suspended for lunch till 1.30 p.m.

dedB® 3O gpmcd 20iBmO gz’ HQO» Y, g.wa.
1.300 220 002 @&

GYBTLIY.  YLiey (B BnGsLii (B, R.00.130  wewfls @y
LB sT(BID QY ribLimulnmy.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed.

0 Bewds 0% eswrsBn®o

(oressryflg Guwdbseaisr Ursls sallerert ojeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Minister, you may continue.

®C o5t g6 Dwm

(oressryfl@ G rer ST GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, the Budget
2018 has chartered a strategic new direction led by the
private sector which is a refreshing departure from the
failed economic policies of the previous regime which
championed, "Government-led growth," through the
unsustainable practice of using massive foreign loans for
unproductive, politically motivated projects.

These past sins have left the country with a heavy
debt burden which we are now saddled with. However,
led by our Finance Minister, the unity Government has
taken up the challenge to put the country back on track to
achieve a massive economic prosperity.

In line with the Government’s Vision 2025, Budget
2018 paves the way for all our people, especially the low
and middle income earners to achieve higher incomes and
a better quality of life by utilizing the credit facilities that
will be made available to them for entrepreneurial
endeavours.
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However, economic growth alone will not improve the
quality of life of the people. Such growth must go hand
in hand with good governance and the rule of law. This
Government is firmly committed to both. This is
important because at every turn, almost on a daily basis,
we are being pulled back by the divisive actions of those
who brought the economy to its keens less than three
years ago.

Daily street protests, workers’ strikes over the
flimsiest reasons, Sathyagrahas and other disruptive
actions orchestrated by the defeated elements are holding
back this country from achieving prosperity. While
democracy is important and must be safeguarded at all
costs, it should not be abused to the extent where it now
threatens our economic well-being. It must be kept in
mind that tourism is the first casualty of these well-
orchestrated disruptions.

The patience and kindness of the unity Government
continues to be tested by the defeated elements that keep
instigating irrational trade union actions, brainwashing
university students and the organization of pointless
demonstrations that disturb peace and cripple civil life,
especially the tourism industry. When these events are
flashed across the international media, it sends a negative
signal to those interested in either investing or simply
visiting Sri Lanka.

The cost of the strikes and agitations is not only
limited to loss of productivity, man-hours, fuel and
disruptions of the economy, but also impacts the
country’s ability to attract investments, promote tourism,
increase exports and develop trade. The knock-on effects
of these irrational actions orchestrated by a set of defeated
elements will lead Sri Lanka to economic ruin.

Adding to our problems is the unfortunate natural
disasters such as drought, floods, landslides and
epidemics that plagued the tourism industry this year.

The tourism sector welcomes the progressive steps
announced in the Budget that seek to promote
entrepreneurship, attract FDI, boost exports including
tourism and the revival of small and medium industries
through the setting up of a dedicated bank that will
collectively help grow the GDP by 5 per cent while
targeting inflation at 6 per cent.

The tourism sector also welcomes the VAT refund
system for tourists, rationalization of the issuing of liquor
licences and associated taxes and imposition of 1 per cent
tax on online travel agents which to some extent will help
generate income from the informal sector.

This Budget coupled with the Ileadership of His
Excellency President Maithripala Sirisena and Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe will ensure that the Unity
Government is on a course for a long innings in the
service of the people.

The achievements of the Unity Government just over
the two years are remarkable. I would like to mention
here some foremost achievements among them. They are
as follows:

e restoration of democracy,
e re-instituting of law and order and rule of law,
e strengthening the reconciliation process,

e transparency in Governance and providing all
citizens the right to information,

e re-establishment of good relations with foreign
countries through balanced foreign policy,

o restoring the confidence of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights and saving the
former President from his hallucinated fears of
the electric chair,

e restoration of GSP Plus,

e reducing the cost of fuel and gas and many other
economic benefits and

e development of the tourism and

industries.

export

This Government with its astute diplomacy and
statesmanship has won back international goodwill and
support. This will facilitate global inclusion and restore
respect for the Sri Lankan passport. The passing of the
new Inland Revenue Act has simplified tax revenue
collection leading to the economic stability and growth.
This Budget assures that the environment will not be
compromised in the pursuit of sustainable growth. As a
matter of fact, there are many proposals that promote
green energy and preservation of the environment.

I commend the Hon. Finance Minister for the
emphasis placed on modernizing both the agricultural and
industrial sectors, for focusing on diversifying our export
portfolios, employment  creation, infrastructure
development, investments on housing, roads, health and
education and provincial development.

This Budget makes Sri Lanka an attractive proposition
for foreign investors with its conducive policy
framework. The Budget rightly recognizes the need to
promote investment areas with high impact to the
economy due to value addition and employment
generation. The key sectors in this regard are tourism,
agriculture,  fisheries,  livestock,  poultry  and
manufacturing.

I am thankful to the Hon. Minister of Finance for
considering our input on the formulation of the wide
range of proposals that will benefit the tourism sector. We
must face the reality of declining foreign remittances
mainly due to the adverse geopolitical developments in
the Middle East. This could be offset by enlarging the
tourism industry targeting more tourist arrivals to the
country.

The Budget 2018 facilitates the three-year Tourism
Strategic Plan that aims to increase the tourist arrivals to
four million by the year 2020. The hotel associations are
upbeat due to the progressive Budget Proposals such as
the credit facilities for refurbishing and upgrading the
hotels.

The Budget has also recognized the potential of water
sports which is rapidly growing in popularity, hosting of
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international competitions and duty waivers for the import
of surfing items, jet skis and leisure boats. Special
mention has been made for promoting aviation based
sports which are relatively new to Sri Lanka.

Apart from these, we welcome the proposal to develop
six historic forts sites in the coastline,; upgrading of
railway stations on the upcountry line; development of
domestic airports to facilitate tourism; development of
two national parks; establishment of lifeguard centres and
tourist police units; introduction of Sri Lankan street
festivals in foreign cities and development of “Branding
Sri Lanka Cuisine” initiative which will collectively
contribute to the growth of tourism.

The people of Sri Lanka should be happy to note that
the Government is committed to pursuing an equitable
policy on wealth generation and distribution of income to
all its citizens. Pursuant to this, the Budget proposes
substantial capital allowances for investments in the
North, the East and the Uva Provinces and the remote
areas in order to generate employment and growth.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, as things
stand, we are still a public sector-driven economy. Any
development-oriented Budget plan or vision will be
attainable only with due performance and execution of
policies by our public service. There is an urgent need for
reforms in the public service. In this context, | commend
the Hon. Minister of Finance for the proposal to set up a
monitoring unit to ensure proper implementation of
Budget Proposals.

As much as we plan to create an export-led economy,
it is important that the Government receives the support
of all concerned, especially the business sectors and the
chambers.

Some of the other progressive proposals I have seen in
this Budget include empowering the farmer and
agricultural  sector envisaging transformation to
commercial agriculture as the way to the future, proposal
to strengthen family security with free health facilities
and insurance cover for school children and extension of
health insurance to retired government servants.

We are also pleased to note that the Hon. Minister of
Finance has realized that a major stumbling block to our
growth especially to the tourism sector is the outdated
legislation that is in place. In this regard, we welcome his
efforts to introduce new legislation, particularly to replace
the 150-year old Customs Ordinance, 105-year old Excise
Ordinance, the Inland Revenue Act, labour laws, legal,
banking and public sector reforms to suit the modern
requirements. These actions will remove the bottlenecks
that impede our growth.

We are aware that the road ahead is not a bed of roses
but one full of thorns. We are at the mercy of global
interactions and the massive debt repayments that have to
be made thanks to the Rajapaksas are very real
challenges.

However, despite these constraints, we see light at the
end of the tunnel. I congratulate the Hon. Minister of
Finance for giving us hope and a year to look forward to
and I wish him every success in making Sri Lanka a land
of prosperity.

Thank you.
[a.200. 1.42]
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Velu Kumar to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine)
Sir, I propose that the Hon. Velu Kumar do now take
the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. VELU KUMAR took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Health,

Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine)
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“In line with Vision 2025, we need to undertake bold reforms in
factor markets in order to eliminate price distortions and restore
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

BBAB. Begwd, ©d Lo OFHRC OIED®0. - e
obws ne sx».] Then, the next speaker is the Hon. Imran
Maharoof. You have ten minutes. Order, please! Before
he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon. J.M.
Ananda Kumarasiri to the Chair?
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(omessrLyLfl@ swLsVTEL HTHLD)

(The Hon. Faizal Cassim)

I propose that the Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri do
now take the Chair.
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Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Velu Kumar. You have
ten minutes.
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You have two more minutes, Hon. Member.

@0 @03 8 Onmo
(orevorLLfl@ Geugyr @ Lomir)
(The Hon. Velu Kumar)
Q&B6MTeU  FH6EWEVHLOGT BIFHLD

o mindlert  euisGer,

6T63TS @ 6@ (H BILOIL_1b CGUTHID eTedTMY Blewesrds &5lesTGm 6b.
9CsCurew, FHETHTTSHIMDEOW  6T(H G506 HTevTL_T6v,
CariLl ugglseaflsy @sitsnib CHTL L 69 6udh S LFTeNEVS 6T
@uwilsv [OTLAESES
QareiTiy (H&SlSTDeT etetTugl @)Bs BT 1gC0 (@) (HBSleTD
UVBHEGS CsMNurg. bs eusdusFrTensvssnarts LHDI
W (LD Guareugy) HewLwrg. st6ar Beul, [O]E]
WUSH W FTEMVHEEHSHCBIT Bl  pHsER  CFinwiiul @),
oeweu Lilal hés CQFinuliul @), weHSlw TFTHIGSS 6T D
ugrofléasiiuL. Gauaw®h. sHGTIWw  PerelTifleys i
Qarenr@eurtiuL CouarB. 8% ELTISTET 6w VI B 60T
ENCETY
sT6ar G6ul, [AES

6T63TM ®6US B W FIT 66V 6T

allswerwr_Hsgiemm QT TUTHeLD & 6U6TLD

QFIg s 1L1L_GausssT(HILD. BTL_1q 657



667 2017 e5%0®25 13 663

QUBBISTVGMSL LUPHF ApBSleg, CBTemeBHTESGL 6T BevLl

usemwd  Camearewsullst gl ulled  (peiTemeudsL
ul iy pESlSTD  @)hs aurey Qeveys Sl wrerg)
o_aistem oufl Gev TGN &S 55 HGI. 9C5CBrsHzls0
LDIT & T 6387 51 61T 6V LD wreul L miseflg b SIODEFTT B

@ masHleTn LLCum GHOPUTHSHET LUDD BTBISST Ton(hBb60
seuasTid ClF IS5 Causwtiqull HosHEIMGI. %G, VWSS SLOD
wassemerts Urglpldlsgiautiubss @)bs emeuuiled mbisD
uFsHeTn S WPWHCUTEHGHE: n L L ewllullerymasl Brsissr
Qereiteer  Cuphuly GewpEewer  BHleur S0 Fiig Qs reat(®),
PTCTT S O FVVGIn 1w B)BS uTey CFeVeys S L 55153
YUHTE|  UPBIGCUTID  TETMITn 1)), 6TETEIEHL W 2 _eDTeHW
BlewmeyClFi &) ssTEm 651, BTyl

@O R0 O5IBneH

(oressryll@ SewevenSTHIGLD 2 milillert Sjeuiss)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you.

Begwd, ®d (eedes) n8m Jedits ©vuide.
RIS 8398 102 wcwnl BedsDo.

[e.20. 5.37]

@0 (eedes) BB Sed®isin VvIdw;

(wrebrfly  (wausdu sorE)(Hpwg)  gedsT
G gy oretTeur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs) Thusitha Wijemanna)

o008 90 OEOA, 2018 d¥sw wews gw O1w
98B WO 0® e@rewien gw Diw BEDCD gewed ¢ DO
300 R 20 B8O IR®O YO®ewI® @
BRBOsTn O @® aw D1 O B WD B, &
By 9080 0®s gud ey g qBROW. e®mme DD
MEed au E Bus Guvxdxy B8wO 83» om0 gw
D10 @28y mIde edBewd v ®wd BB, 0 vidoed
7B ey memed SQads IWm GedBRe gwd
BEC 0 0@ qud gEens’ C1edsIens’, e®nde O
DO Bedstesy, @b ¢8) WO Bedsiess, @®idag
yBC BB OB @DewI® EHBILEdDsy 83 90 ©O
OB, § Ded® g8 owddmBsi SRwON, BEPSsT
8w, & Died® @@ BH¥®DD DRG0 ©RIeWI®
COBIEe0sT OB gw D1 gvsieny. el eecdm »OYHS
BFD®O ¢@ & 513 Bow 0e® I Gatoedny
28 gw D10 BT @Y. DO BOIDC VRS gd e®OC
CH 8 Bedm) as D@ BOHWS eDEVD 3 NS BBIDD
olG® oxn gquwy gw DwEe Doy 00 Bemmd.
e@m¢, 0@m On®ed BwwEswew wden Samwn W @28
O OFm yBeBOw gw D BR300 @88us mSEe
Boadm Bes.

"BE - ©8» aw De: O5308y8 § o @y o@D
e »O8 ® gw D 938sy WO Bedsiesy.
o200 ©0; OEROB, 0®00 gw Dol a8 "Bc"
B G OB @m0; 30 BE 00 8130 esemmd
@0 ¢8 yOewsI® Bnmlesy Yy o8, Y Buesiesy
eewd wdu By mod. 0® BE addmwe zdbma
BEOO 0®OC g D NET 6 OV D»DI. IR
eD0g m8s »EOWI BOeDce dF® ¢ a8 W
Bedm ocws m»O8, 0ddg ¢B888¢ D), eDog Digmrw
@D BIV. O© Bwr 0@ g0 BBZVO guoTee HO ¢ B
DO Beadmryd. & Died® g B MEed udmI, eDdgsy

0D VE 00D WetHEIY m By 0. g ©®
DO QI DD ODOE DB OB® ¢ WEELIEID
62 825)® DRI, DeH® BT HO e30D10m D15e390wWsS D22
& et @ 9O WO ewIOE PEWMIE Beadmda.
e0dg wooWvemn ©eHr 0® WEtHE @12 wDINIDE
oo nOBE. OO B ged 0o Y #HOB® 0®DS
as D1 988ur BBe® methE @ 5O» Do B
@O0 woomls e mHOeDLWD g Res WS Beamdo.

Qo0 ©O OEHOA, Bedvewrsi® wim ©
DO OB 0 gesd 8 Oxeny emog @0 vy, a8
D® DEEDE v @1cedd. "HBn" Bem S
O 0© 0D RIEDO KVeMIE FDSO WOID DBOWO G1¢dw
WOB) BE5ynd BB emog 0 dm o @8 csfww
WOBD). OO Besn »OB 0®OF gw Ded€ "»win" Bwm
DOBHWO Yoy W O BedsTesy. @ 0w end
BBO, J0r0dm HFFOWEY wler w8 WESIHnw ey
DOeDEMO 00 i ® WO 08 Bwg ofd wdy» "Win"
0 @dve WS 0oy w» 00esi€ SedvewrsI®
RIDYTNTeEE (5T B, @0 Bedmy ym® ydm e
"%0057 Se®fdm e Bw.

957 De@IOmW OB WS WO @O Comed &8
Doesn0BIHB. 8B DEDE a8 g, EEEe gdd
BOCWS Dred BT #OE R 88wdw Brxe eDE Bedmd
06, & D10d® Smwd Bwi® w@Wd »HSDEE gud
€W ABBI® Dy, WO (O HEC R BedmDr. @@ sy
Be®fome ¢d® wosimy »O, gud "D Dewrded"
gDendsens WO OB ©3H WL BedsIm) A @®
B 2053 Be®iome @8 pPediwns Ontm BB
©®umW MO Bedm O Ot eCHEnB. dowd®
IO, O w8 Dw™ YEO VI Beds) VWEBLsT Iy
250 B0, WIDBT YROADB PNE WO GO NeS©
OBe® oy B0 &  ¢dded? a8
yOPewsI® odd »FFOLD sFOHDI. 988 wcede e®
wewy D0 PpOedew B oewnw, YLEO ©Bed
2wy OFm a8 8w wsln s yIOsT.

§Eoe201) OO OBIFROB, 0® "Be-wdn" gw Dwr
O @ ©OeBIE 30 YO GROEDH D Bedsieny
DICREHB B 0dRwmed. o ®EB8s yodned SO
0 ewoenn OV BesIm vy, Cod guewmwed ¢
W, w0, v Ddewry OO @wmE ®o ORO
588500 Gyew e 0. o d Gresmed ®o ORS HBIFOwW
B 008 ®od wmwd eCEEy pumw 883 0dsw
2EGI®O PEOEE Ond e 0 Bww B
gy e mced a8 . & 01030, OEE G B®wd
€cv® 2T ®e O WoEwE SWPTwmed D€ My
DFFOe 0o 8 mESTmed owecsimy 8
Des @8 aEw. ged §ed q@msn® ®o Ond
B0 DD ¢ Beamryds. ged om.ex. 8w
OB & 0 Buwm, @ gwers 83w & 90 e®D5
a6 Ded wens? »C BedmDr. WCH: OB eI BED
887 @50 BBw(S WODEmD, ®o DT Gats¢s OBIEEO, 8B
DB 0 edug 0B 8¢ Db & Bwo @ Ond Do
DEBDO0 ecdd POw WO gieen HO #1B BB
O ©¥MO® D PBIZD. @ PBH WEODIWIH
2@senw 8@ 0® we®ITRewsT mm ®E). WCH
®ed D0 ¢nd B8, MCEHBD Mo OO DS e 0D
@ed accy Sinm Bewewsy BDO ux Omdl. ged



669 208Bedsind 670

[061 eeDexs) BB Bed®isis Pwrsidw]

§eC 2@ @ Dol & ¢nd W D0 I @
©*® 20O end DS BB BEIBW®O ¥ vy
el Yev® NFHO® OB OBO® FIICEHO ©Wd
»D1e0D Bewrs! -G ®C BB D8O 5O, wSwrIemd
¢D0 yodaewsy ownd »iieem Bowrd- wOREm» O
dmens wsis ¢l yodsy 008 Bwr & o do. god e
2@ n® 0® o dedvewsy WE ©® wOITIVeWSY
988 @ w8 0O WD, VO On@red & FwidBw
80w O Do,

§Rots220:8 ©0 OBIE OB, 0@ gw D1l g ¢ e
01cor Ced »HOB, god Ondwwm YR o
3Oy MO8 Osdwwmwsy acBs I8 RBBed
DD o Vet & Beanm, "OTObyBeE § o
Bwm wmEes. S€w 800860 §ndsy @d@w Ddeswmwsy
8 D Dred, @d@Buw D1OIE WY eOIBw LYW WY
B0 005 @100 BHOedeE In® BCH® B Beamdo.
O ® ¢ Bods s men Beadmdsr. & nO8, ¢¢ e®
Ced mOen BRGSO Dudwmiwmesy SO «®
DEQTBGE GcdH HOH, AGST 88w Dnews’ wd A
O30 e®iy B® guIdw®m owd OWWIVHE SO
DO GC AW 025098 8. Y 0®DJ gw 1w BE
38 08w wdo s C o BPEDE Boww ©wlyzyn
B0 Beadm . 9853 O nOB, HO|en HOTEWsT BEW T
@ .

GEoesz2Gie) @0 OIEROAB, 0®Oc B0 O OwsH
Bowldnws? 88w gu ¢y ocw Bodmd. & n8, wd
©w® OxosaB wews WYS YEB ww DO wlon €ww O®
B8 el mImdsied, ged wendcduried ©i8m D1
8D & Y Y GrwmmOEO 0¢sIn 8 00 AIC. Bys §c
WD HO® Bwo Sund s B83» ged IOy & eww
COBs e @riy BP0 gw el WTHOsT wdIE
OO e BHOeDE -af) 0Eed wmw 200 »pOede-
@wdEsn O Bedndl. & Buwo D100 0w mSsIz 835
ged  mOEn  GHDO, WTIOBIO  BNOBE OB
D800 RO BB 6¥rg gD (8 Bedro.

oG ©C; OEROB, @ 00 dDEwd god
30 2@Bned eien PHOEDLW OB EWsY
DO V. ged gions a@ipn®0 ¥ PO
Boeadmn. g¢ gowws (cwd ouvg) dwivw ©wOF Do
8308 eEwd #nd Ox¥m Diwrnd Aedwstes’ 30,000z
80 ©¢08. & Died®, 10,000 «oem ocomw
0sdoBm @-ned BEDDONEOEO wm. m0x 60,000
8O o gedyr WHTDews’ eends WEHS
©@5en edm. & B OB g¢ BT 80y -Sedvewsy
888 ¢c107- B8EE 9O emg o0 dgsTed grnemae
B Bl v ne wmed monsiesy. & B dTed en®,
AW B D10d® mSeen KB WD @0 O HNFOG a8
8 B el . VB, 0000 aw Oewsy
Bodeewsi® muFee SFODONE wY gD mWed
wnm D18ege BBLO yBuiem 00 o B3 O8sy
305 gOIBRDed BWmEBB 98880 ev @ ® wews
0 e¥g HOEDHH ol v OB ¢@imun® weo &
Beadmo.

858 MEed euidOBm ©eD¢s SONE® O WD
@BNEWE ©¢BY WD MO GaIcs a8 . & o »HO

0o Bmo ol . VO B edes DosEwRsy
@edes 8w gdenn s Buxdn. @® SAITM deu
@e0es Bl e yumwE Bedxtest 187 gi 0®
00500 god BEDBONEOE eedes BIDE 95iny ¢0dsY
eBI0mB»0. & ¢GOBT 8100 DR ©dEOs aFEienn
Bedddmn ¢BOBIEmO Gacdha O emem s DBwWO ©®O
eCIm) OBV FB OmD. 8O e® gwd cuFwo,
edhecds SEDSNEG @utdr B®Wd v ¢8Bwsy
euddodewsy gy Dwens ® BedfmOEO dmn OB
06, @® ¢G0P @i I Bed nOFed gduksm
DOGROBEST WS 0D 9vter’ BPsied »wdHO dW®d
@520e08 00xImy . ©0des DOHNCEWD® QOB OBD
ooy 83w ©® 5@ ¢Bries’, yd®Rws amd e® ¢SOy
esdOE® 00 SEHEEO FrEs miennm, BB 8Bwd
60wz 80EDO 8@, y&Bw #BO gDy EEDEs BWINwWD
988u WO 0®» oddhon WO owd o® ¢SO0
BDOedew® Ve @5 A Bum OBE. 0eds ®Bwed
B0 O B©0S wden »Pediws &8 »OE Beasiesy
8?7 00m» O »OJemed ©BwdEe, devd®r BTN
ROBDBO ¢ Bwcosd @0 ommro.

O YRowsN0e) OIF s

(orewTL L@ SemevemWSTHIGD 2 mirifleTi Sjeuidseir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

o0 O5IEn®ws, IRBBO »D DrBem WIEHEH
8508 Bedsies’.

@6 (eeden) n8n Bed®isIm Svdw
(wrevryfly  (waubdlu  soTBIS)(HBLS)
&l @g o TedTewT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs) Thusitha Wijemanna)

& Bewo 0® ¢0uNed gud euedoEm® 0eds BonE,
euedoB® gned DFDBHNE @B WOm 0805 gw
Dewsy ged e aPmn® gdEd 005l WO
Bodm . YE1wsrd00:t) ©0; O5IEROA, 0®DS gw D1w @wIg
@0 oo "BE win" gw D 8w HOK @28uny
»6 Bedster’. O e® v Beodsier Wedkmm» o
O @008, 80 ®mEB ®mD WY god LIFPcews
RO D106 OBDSenw 9Bednd BedmDr. den® O,
0® ¥BOCHeEe SHmHmd OO 8B 0aIE g Dwn
eIy BYew. vB, e®DC g6 1w VOB @w D
©25%008. 0®w @88 Dud NHO® B MY YRLFBOw aw
D107, & Dred® Sn®r 81 @ED wewsY WS Beadmn, 2025
OO owig BN O W VOEBIE GO eWIC G}
D10 988w WO @dEd CEE Bedmr Bwe.
BROEO e o B OO OO 0edesdw 83w
8ng D5 B IODEO yoig OO Bwr dPvJeE eI
@50 @0TODED @®Is; EDE PBIHDI. @ ¢SOBIO
€@ Be0dl® EwdBwd, dYE»® §BeDE BedmremO
20050388 0® w®ied B edriery e e20® edfe
DFFOB @O ¥ ¢GOnY. & B On® 81 IODEO
e dmn WS BIO 01 OO esdOE®D 9O Bng
D500, ¢l 0 BOSEC @ISO OO g BMBIB A,
®0E gw D1ew 9eB8us BE® BEDED. ©® gw D1 928y
WO Beaster’ Hedm o Ows 86O 00008.
coemty yBeIBOe ¢w Dw 988ss BIOO On®O
aBe CrRen. ged wwewrdnws IR0 EA ©¢m D
y®@ WOBBY, § CoeBw SO ewIg eRevwE BTBIB
aBe, eedww EEdDI Bwr &8s Y.

EIR



671 2017 @z200®28 13 672

©O; YRoess05:ed O5IFn®

(wrewTyll@h semevemGTHIGD 2 miliilesi ojeuidHer)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

eDen® £nB&. The next speaker is Hon. Mohamed
Navavi. You have ten minutes.

[5.51p.m.]
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(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Thank you Hon. Presiding Member for giving me this
opportunity.

I must congratulate the Hon. Minister of Finance and
Mass Media for presenting a very good maiden Budget.
Normally, soon after a Budget, there will be criticism;
newspapers will criticize everything. But, this time, I
think, it is minimal, which shows that this is a balanced
Budget accepted by everybody and we too, as part of the
Government, are very happy.

I am actually very happy because Rs. 3,500 million
has been allocated for education. We know that the Hon.
Minister of Education started an ambitious programme
called, "e®® miwmcE-e®ie® inc." I can remember, during
the time of the earlier Government, each AGA Division
had only two schools. But, once our Government came
into power, that has been changed. My Electorate had
only six schools but finally, we ended up with 32 schools
and the construction of many of those have already been
started and I am sure, with the allocation of such a large
amount of money, we will be able to complete this
ambitious programme.

It is not only that, but our Minister of Education has
also started the "Smart Classroom" concept. As you
know, sometimes many students fail to pass the G.C.E.O/
L Examination by getting just a few marks short. As the
Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna mentioned, those
children are unable to decide what to do. They are unable
to move forward. But, with this "Smart Classroom"
concept, for which Rs. 755 million has been allocated,
those children who are unable to pass the O/L
Examination are able to decide on their future. So, I must
thank the Hon. Minister of Education as well as the Hon.
Minister of Finance and Mass Media for allocating such a
large amount of money for that.

Then, we come to the Ministry of Higher Education
and Highways. The Hon. Minister of Higher Education
and Highways and Leader of the House is here. We, as
Members of this House, are really thankful to him
because each and every Hon. Member got a very large
amount of money for the last two years and we were able
to complete the construction work of roads. This time also
a large amount of money has been allocated and I am sure
the Hon. Minister will be able to help us in the future too.

Hon. Presiding Member, I just went through this
document. Rs. 3,000 million has been allocated to my
Electorate, Aruwakkalu in Puttalam for the waste disposal
project. Three days ago, we completely cleaned our city
because dengue has become a real menace there.
Unfortunately, all the drainage work in Puttalam has

come to a standstill. So, I brought this to the notice of the
Hon. Prime Minister and then to the Hon. Minister of
Finance and Mass Media and the estimated amount of
funds that we need was informed to them. What we need
is only Rs. 295 million. As I said, because of the dengue
problem, we have done our work; we have cleaned the
whole area and we are following the instructions of the
MOH. But, it is very unfortunate that leftover water in the
drains has become a real menace now.

cO® eCIDI®W ¥ wwInm DS,

So, please consider this, because Rs. 295 million is
just a small amount when you compare it with the big
amount of monies which have been allocated for another
purposes. I request the Hon. Minister of Finance to
consider this and allocate this amount of money, so that
this menace could be eradicated from Puttalam.

I must also thank the Hon. Minister for allocating Rs.
2,750 million to rebuild the houses for the people in
Mannar. Actually, this problem exists in one part of the
Puttalam District. As you know, over 100,000 people
came to Puttalam during the war and they have been
residing there. After the war, some people stayed there
and the others had gone back to their respective districts.
Still there are 40,000 people who come from Mannar,
Vavuniya and Mullaitivu. Though they are residing in
Puttalam, they want to go back to their respective
districts. Therefore, they have not been registered in the
Puttalam District; they are not voters of our District and
they want to go back. But, for the last one-and-a-half
years, they were unable to go back to their respective
districts because of this housing problem. I must again
thank the Hon. Minister for doing this because the people
who want to go back to their respective districts can go
back and restart their lives. Today, they are unable to
even get a letter from the Grama Niladhari of the
Puttalam District because they are voters of other
districts. Therefore, I think the decision taken by our
Hon. Minister of Finance is a very good move, especially,
to solve the problem of these people.

Now, I would like to come to the tourism sector. As
you know, especially, the Kalpitiya area has really
become a tourism area. The Hon. Minister has allocated
money for the development of many forts including the
Kalpitiya Fort. Also, I would like to mention that the
tourists who come to Kalpitiya area are all middle-class
tourists. Though the framework has been set, it is very
slow. Therefore, I request the Hon. Minister to expedite
this programme through the Ministry.

In addition, Hon. Member, I would like to mention
that once the tourists land in Katunayake Airport, most of
them find it difficult to get into another plane. There are
well over 3,000 to 4,000 acres of land and 150 hotels in
Kalpitiya. You can see that a lot of tourists are now
coming to Kalpitiya daily. We have the Palavi Airport,
which is about three miles away from the Puttalam Town,
by the side of Kalpitiya area.

* gedmmoced »dr g .
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Two years ago the Transport and Civil Aviation
Minister, the Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva came to
Puttalam, visited that airport and said that he wanted to
develop it, but unfortunately it has not happened. My
view is, if we can redevelop it, we can attract more
tourists and that will be a very good advantage for the
tourism industry. Therefore, I request the Hon. Minister to
consider this also. I think, they are going to develop four
airports in the country. If we can develop this airport
also, it will be a very good move for us in the future and
through that we can improve the tourism industry there.

Sir, in Puttalam, there is a famous Tamil village
known as, "Udappuwa." Unfortunately, that village is
surrounded by the sea from one side and by the lagoon on
the other side, so that they are unable to expand their land
area. Also the land by the side of the village has been
taken over by outsiders and therefore, the village cannot
be expanded. So, for the last 20 to 30 years, people there
have been suffering. Very recently, Sir, we tried to help
the people there. In 1965, about 250 acres of land was
handed over to that village. Thirty five to forty land
permits were issued. Then from 1960 to 1970, people
lived there. But, after about 15 to 20 years, those lands
were taken over and handed over to outsiders to do prawn
farming and other activities. Though all those activities
have now stopped, unfortunately, those lands have not
been given back to them. Only 65 acres of land has been
given to the Udappuwa Village. Our request is, whatever
land belongs to that village - about another 150 acres -
must be given to the people of the Village, because it is
unable to expand. Many lands have been released from
the North and the East, but, this particular land in the
Puttalam District has not been released. People of that
area are all fisherfolk. They have been living there
peacefully. They have never had any problem. But,
what I feel is, in about 20 to 25 years, the number of
families will increase and they will be unable to move
about because they will not have an inch of land. I would
like to request the Hon. Minister to consider this matter.

The Hon. Minister of Higher Education and Highways
is also here. I can remember that the Hon. Prime Minister
said, “The day that people in Jaffna can reach Colombo in
four hours, I will be the happiest man.” Now it takes over
eight hours to reach Colombo. But, there is a road
between Mannar and Puttalam through the Wilpattu
Sanctuary. That road is made motorable - even today you
can travel on that, but it is a gravel road. If that could be
tarred, then people from Jaffna can come through the
Sangupiddy Bridge along the Mannar Road passing
Puttalam and the distance will be shortened by 120 miles.
We have been agitating for the last 10 to 15 years to
develop that road so that people could travel easily. But,
unfortunately, it was not done. Therefore, I request the
Hon. Minister to consider that. With regard to that road
through Wilpattu, I know there is a problem with the
Department of Wildlife Conservation. But, all over the
world, there are so many roads running through
sanctuaries. So, why is only this road not allowed to be

developed? Therefore, I request the Hon. Minister to
discuss this with the Hon. Minister of Sustainable
Development and Wildlife and all those dealing with the
environment and develop that road and remove the
restrictions, so that the people from Jaffna can come
along that road, probably within five to six hours to
Puttalam.

Then moving on to the transport sector, from
Colombo to Jaffna, about 150 to 200 buses pass through
Puttalam at night. For the last one month, five major
accidents took place on that road. Sir, last week, a bus
toppled, seven people died and about 15 people were
critically injured. After that, there was another accident
and that, too, happened in Chilaw. In another previous
accident, a bus knocked against another vehicle and then,
against a tree and the young conductor died on the spot.
All these accidents happen on this road at night. There
are two main reasons for this. One is, the "Yal Devi" train
running from Colombo to Jaffna, which is comfortable
and cheap for the people, does not have enough security
officers, therefore, people are frightened to travel in that.
So, I request the Hon. Minister of Transport and Civil
Aviation to consider that fact and have more security
officers deployed, so that the number of people travelling
by bus can be minimized. Another train can operate to
Jaffna at night.

Another request was made by the DIG, Puttalam with
regard to this particular bus trip from Jaffna to Colombo
or from Colombo to Jaffna, covering over 240 miles and
which takes about eight hours. That is, at night, only one
driver drives a bus on that trip. Just imagine a driver
starting this trip at 10.00 p.m. and going on driving till
6.00 a.m., covering that distance. I think the DIG has
already proposed to the IGP that two licensed drivers
should be in a bus. Unfortunately, when one of those
accidents took place in Chilaw, there were over 20
government servants working in Puttalam travelling in
that bus. They too got injured. Some of those critically
injured people had both their legs fractured. Therefore,
my request is, each and every bus travelling from
Colombo to Jaffna or from Jaffna to Colombo must have
two licensed drivers so that they can take turns in driving.
These are little things that need to be addressed. How
many lives have been lost as a result of not addressing
those issues?

So, I feel that what the previous Governments had not
done, we can do, not only to satisfy the people, but also
to avoid all these accidents. Also, if the Hon. Minister of
Higher Education and Highways can develop the road
from Mannar to Puttalam via Wailpattu, things can be
improved a lot.

Sir, I am very happy to take part in this Debate on the
Budget 2018, by which we have satisfied everybody. 1
think every institution and every section of the people are
happy with it. If we can complete all what is proposed in
this Budget, people would be satisfied.

Thank you very much.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
Debate to be resumed on Tuesday, 14th November, 2017.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.07 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Tuesday, 14th November, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 20th October, 2017.
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