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asked the Minister of Higher Education and
Highways:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) as per Proposal No. 185 of the 2016
Budget, separately the names of State
universities to which Wi-Fi facilities were
extended and the dates on which the
students of those universities started
enjoying such facilities;

(ii) the total cost incurred by the Government
for the provision of the above digitalization
facilities within the State university system;

(iii) the Ministry or the Institution to which it
was charged,;

(iv) whether the Government has a specific
programme regarding the provision of
laptop computers to all students studying in
the State university system; and

(v) if'so, what that programme is?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Mohan Lal Grero - State Minister of Higher
Education)
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WATER SUPPLY: RECRUITMENT MADE AFTER 2015
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asked Minister of City Planning and Water Supply:
(a) Will heinform this House-

(i) what Departments, Corporations, Boards
and Statutory Institutions belong to the
Ministry of City Planning and Water

Supply;
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(i) the number of employees that have been
recruited to each such institution after the
present Good Govemance Government
came to power in 2015;

(i) the names, addresses and educational
qualifications of the persons who were so
recruited and the post to which each person
was recruited; and

(iv) what methodology was followed in
recruiting them?
(b) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Petroleum Resources

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) how many fuel filling stations are in
operation throughout the Island by now;
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(i) how many of them belong to the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation and how many
belong to private institutions, separately;

(i) the places where fuel filling stations
belonging to the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation are located; and

(iv) the names of the persons who operate the
filling stations referred to in (iii) above at
present?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) where the fuel filling stations belonging to
private institutions are located,;

(ii) whoown them;

(iii) whether he admits that such fuel filling
stations are not properly regulated;

(iv) if so, whether he will formulate a
methodology to regulate such fuel filling
stations; and

(v) ifso, how?

() If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and
Management:

(@ Will he inform this House of the approved cadre
in the Special Grades, Grade I, II and III of the Sri
Lanka Planning Service and the number of
officers serving in these Grades at present?

(b) Will he also inform this House-
(i) the posts belonging to the Special Grade;

(i) the names of the officers currently engaged
in those posts and their functions;

(ii))  what posts belong to Grade I; and

(iv)  the names of the officers currently engaged
in these posts and their functions?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of govemment institutions in
the Kilinochchi District;

(ii) the number of government institutions that
were destroyed by the LTTE terrorists after
1983;

(i) whether a government accepted valuation
has been done on the destroyed properties;

(iv)  if so, the total value of the said properties;

(v) whether legal action has been taken against
the terrorists who were responsible for the
said destruction;

(vi) ifso, what those steps are; and

(vii) whether a comprehensive report with
regard to the facts that have been inquired
in above (i) - (vi) will be submitted?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Provincial Councils and Local

Government:

(a) Wil he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

the number of pre-schools run in the Putlam
District under the North-Western Provincial
Council;
the names of the aforementioned pre-
schools;

whether information on the assistance
provided to each of the aforementioned pre
-schools from year 2010 will be submitted;
and

the steps already taken and steps that will
be taken to improve and regulate the pre-
schools of the area by the Provincial
Council?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:

(a)

(b)

(c)

Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he accepts the fact that the Public
Service Commission adopts a formal
recruitment  procedure in  recruiting
Grama Niladharies;

whether measures are being taken to recruit
retired Grama Niladharies on contract basis
despite the fact that the results of a
competitive examination of the Department
of Examination to recruit new Grama
Niladharies, are about to be issued; and

(ii)

(i) if so, whether he accepts the fact that
aforesaid situation causes a severe injustice
on the applicants who appeared for the
aforesaid competitive examination?

Will he also inform this House of the measures
that have been taken, ifthe new recruitments are
tobe made on contract basis?

Ifnot, why ?
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the Minister of Megapolis and Western

Development:

(a)

(b)

(c)

Will he inform this House-

(i) the development programmes intended for
Colombo Divisional Secretary's Division
starting from year 2017 to next 3 years,
under the Megapolis Plan which is
implemented by the Ministry of
Megapolis and Western Development;

(ii)

the programmes, if any has already been

started;

(i) the exact dates from  which the
scheduled programmes will be
commenced;

(iv) whether state and private investments are
made in this regard; and

v)

Will he also inform this House-

if so, separately of aforesaid investments?

(i) the allocations made for the scheduled
programmes or for the programmes that
have already been started;

(ii) the amount of money that has already
been spent;
(iii) whether loans will be obtained in this

regard;
the institutions from which the loans will be
obtained and the amounts of the loans; and

(iv)
%)

if not, of the amount of money allocated by
the Govemment?

Ifnot, why?
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(25) @rCmev, eysir?

asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:
(a) Will he inform this House-

(b)

(M)

(if)

(i)

(iv)

™)

the number of families that depended on the
rubber smallholder industry in Sri Lanka in
2014, 2015 and 2016, separately;

the number of such families that dropped in
2016 compared to 2014;

the measures the Government adopts to
enhance the quality of life of persons who
lost their livelihood due to not cultivating
rubber;

whether steps would be taken to re-cultivate
rubber in abandoned lands; and

if so, the date on which it will be done?

Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

Sir, on behalf of the Leader of the House of
Parliament, I move,

"That the proceedings on Item No. 2 of Public Business
appearing on the Order Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting

from the provisions of the Standing Order No. 23 of the
Parliament."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Sir, on behalf of the Leader of the House of
Parliament, I move,
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"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No.7 of
the Parliament and the motions agreed to by Parliament on
08.03.2016, the hours of sittings of Parliament on Thursday, 19th

October, 2017 shall be 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to
6.30 pm. At 11.30 am Standing Order No. 7(5) of the

Parliament shall operate. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn
the Parliament without question put."
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Question put, and agreed to.

11

OS] ©BBID WS €IBEH Do

(menTLdld Wb &(HETTSleV5S)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

Sir, on behalf of the Leader of the House of
Parliament, I move,

"That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until
10.30 a.m. on Thursday 19th October 2017."
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan.
You have 15 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Lucky Jayawardana to the Chair?
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(wresryllg  wGerm  &Cewrgesr - Gsfw

HOHSGIEVTITL 6V LPMILD HTFSHLY QLo TLSET HjeDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan - Minister of National Co-

existence, Dialogue and Official Languages)

I propose that the Hon. Lucky Jayawardana do now
take the Chair.

F&HUTLPSY,

G S@ez 8y, ewen wd®@» S,
aflsarr oGl LI 5) TmmysselsmereriiLi L ).
Question put, and agreed to.
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@I ews, ¥d; @B SwdED) O §Rots2020:eI5 .

YSHTLIDS, LOTHTLILNG &Apshaseanissr LTSl SallFmeni yeauisssir
ysBrFagslellorn s Csy,
YU BT EDVSDLIEN |G 56T

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA ftook the
Chair.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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®C 96sY BnOcTH Bwms (e Goess gLimury®o)
(wresryflg  @urer  elsArwrser - BlE  Grrerhis
SIEOLOFFIT)

The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - State Minister of Finance)
Hon. Presiding Member, today, we are passing

Amendments to the Electronic Transactions Act, which, I
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think, is very progressive. A considerable amount of work
has been done by the ICT Agency and the Ministry in
bringing this Bill. I think they had consulted international
experts in the UNCITRAL in order to make sure that the
best practices and international standards have actually
been adhered to in bringing these Amendments.

The Electronic Transactions Act, No. 19 of 2006 is
amended through this Bill and the Amendment is bringing
the Act in line with the UN Electronic Communications
Convention - UN ECC. Sri Lanka is the first country in
South Asia to come in line with the international
Convention, the first country in Asia being Singapore.
Actually when it comes to the law, even though Sri Lanka
lags behind in certain laws like, for example, the Customs
Ordinance, which is 150 years old and has not been
amended or a new Customs Law has been introduced, if
you take the electronic area, I think we are racing ahead
of the other countries and also tying ourselves into the
international conventions in terms of electronic
transactions.

Now, I want to make three points. The first point I
want to make is, from the economy’s point of view,
having such an Act increases the potential to trade. The
Amendment will give greater legal certainty for e-
commerce and e-business. Generally speaking, when
something is electronic, something which does not have
human intervention and human discretion, it always
provides for reducing things like corruption. But here, it
also ensures the legal validity of these instruments in
cross-border transfers of money including the
enforceability of Foreign Arbitration Awards and even in
terms of sale of goods agreements.

It also improves Sri Lanka’s electronic
communication with other countries. Some of the other
countries are also drawing up at this time local legislation
in line with the United Nations Electronic
Communications Convention. The Amendment defines
the time and place of dispatch and the receipt of
electronic communications, tailoring the traditional rules
to suit the electronic context. It allows for enforceability
of contracts entered into by Automated Messaging
Systems. I think it will really be very positive in terms of
increasing Sri Lanka’s trade. So, the platform has been
created to increase trade.

The other main point I would like to make is that the
way the Electronic Transactions Act is amended will also
help us to improve Government revenue. One main
function of the Government is to increase its revenue so
that it could provide the basic services that the population
expects. Section 8 of the original Electronic Transactions
Act has facilitated electronic Government transactions
and helped to improve efficiency. For example, you have
an e-Visa system at the Department of Immigrating and
Emigration; you have an electronic system in the
Department of Motor Traffic in terms of licence issuing
and you also can make payment of rates of the Colombo
Municipal Council online.

So, a whole host of new services can be offered.

2017 aFendad 17

1090

The new Amendment will strengthen the existing
provisions in Section §(1) and 8(2) to move the
government transactions to the digital era making those
more secure in terms of authentication for all government
transactions. This will be extended in the future to
include electronic tax filings. Now that we have a new
Inland Revenue Bill, most agree that the net needs to be
cast wider rather than a few people being burdened over
and over again in terms of tax payments. So, this will
really help us in terms of tax filings. We have got to the
day where a normal citizen will be able to go online from
home and we will simplify the administration of the tax
system further so that they could actually log on to and
close their tax systems online. That is where we are really
heading.

Also in Sri Lanka, we have a huge problem with e-
procurement; procurement is a problem. If we take any
Ministry, whether it is at the Local Government, the
Provincial Government or at the Central Government, it
takes a long time to close out a procurement. Some
procurements have taken one year, one-and-a-half years
or two years to bring it to a closure. The other countries
have really closed this gap and in some places, they can
just do it in hours and in some places, in days. Even in
South Asia, procurements can be closed in two or three
months, but Sri Lanka is far behind. So, e-procurements
are going to be possible and more secure. These are all
revenue-based transactions. These transactions would
definitely improve government.

The original Act gave legal recognition to electronic
signatures. There was a misunderstanding that the
original Act did not give recognition to electronic
signatures. This is really a misunderstanding and the
Attorney-General had basically confirmed that it did. The
new Amendment Bill, which has been presented today in
Parliament, further broadens the scope of the legal
validity of electronic signatures because it amends
Section 7 of the Principal Enactment with Clause 5. This
is based on Article 9(3) of the UN Electronic
Communications Convention and broad bases its use on a
technology-neutral basis. So, the facility for electronic
signatures are now available. You do not have to
physically sign a document. Now, it is a part of the law
and can you imagine how much more efficient and
quicker it makes this?

The new Amendment also authorizes the providers of
electronic signatures - Certification Service Providers - to
use biometrics for authentication purposes. So, the
Attorney-General has confirmed that this is possible and
what is the implication? The implication is that you can
deal with the Sri Lanka Customs not necessarily with
physical forms, but with electronic signatures. Gradually,
we will be taking away human interface and interaction
on a whole host of things. If you think about Customs
duties, nobody really needs to know who imported what;
nobody needs to know that. Actually, what we need to
know is what is the good that is being imported, under
which particular code that good is being imported, which
particular duty actually applies to it and if it can be done
electronically, the answer is known very, very quickly.
So, it provides for a far more efficient government
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revenue collection, for far more transparency than now
exists in the system and it will also enhance the image and
credibility of the Government and government servants.
Sir, my final point is this.
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Hon. Sampanthan, you know that we established a
Consular Services Division in the District Secretary's
Office in Jaffna about a year ago, at which the Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera, you, Chief Minister C.V.
Vigneswaran and I were present. What we are trying to
do with that is, instead of asking the people in Jaffna,
Mullaitivu and Vauniya to come to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Colombo to authenticate a document,
for them to do it from where they are. That is the kind of
convenience that we are able to create by using electronic
transactions. So, now what we are trying to do is to
expand it and make sure that it becomes possible for
consumers all over the country to authenticate their
transactions using electronic signatures. From what 1
understand from the lawyers of the Agency, it expands —
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, what 1 understand from the
lawyers of the Attorney-General's Department and the
Agency is that it is an expansion of ways in which an
electronic transaction can be completed or authenticated.
It can be through biometrics, electronic signature or some
digital code. It defines or expands the definition of an
"electronic signature", from what I understand.
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Sir, the fact of the matter is that by amending such
laws, it makes it easier and more convenient for people
around the world to engage in transactions with Sri Lanka
and that includes those people who live in Sri Lanka.
Therefore, it makes transactions convenient. So, going
from US Dollars 40 million to US Dollars 400 million in
electronic commerce will, perhaps, become easier and
more attainable with these kinds of Amendments to the
law, which are being debated and are to be approved in
Parliament today.
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Sir, that is what I wanted to speak about. Thank you
very much for giving me time.

®0; Bewdss D206
(reryllg Urdld surpbmusi Syeuiss)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Bgwd, ©o; WO Dededms O5IEneo.

[&.09. 5.27]

®S; 05 Sedeedmnd Dvm

(wrerLfl@ sepFer alGnGssr)

(The Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera)

© Bowdss mOrnemn®B, geceBm oneey
(weenddy) oo omP®un BDiwsd oo Bedm
20e8eD @ & ® B WIBID 9 ® e B3ed 3B
Penry, ©0 W WO DB o 88 v VIR®WO
BnBROsTH eD500.

Beodeewsi® 80 eud 0® OO 8w §®nr Oer S53N
Bewed wridmed @neEm® o0 @8x5i¢ ¢®dd0 ¢@Bn®
Woen BBvwn wewsl »Er, vy B o »OITTeHO
51018 & ¢ londeemns 8T wsT.

OG0 Bewdss OB, vy Be @ddy e
§OCeoE ©lBed®sined ouimy god dmddd Duwlswe
Boewddmre momy 00 O3B0 ©ernd o® goedt)d
B8xY DB5TV53DICHD WO BedmHDr, & OIEnOsIE KoBm
©®ss dBe® HOGHHO emFOw R 8 BBBemO
eom. sy o wBed § 858002y »OITemO SHTmw
Boewddmrw mom O 298CE Gsuts O35nes, oo 8.8.
Dy OBIER®r, ©dsy SEhHTwed oo yusim Sedd
OGS @ Buwdm Bowldmwsl sy ©20608,
»OITermd dFgSwmed S00m fwwm  ©¢@8wn,
¢G1057 40 s@en 88es @ @D goen®), §¢ ¢des O
80 & guensy 32m» =0 83w d5I5N000m 0D
@I Do.

©0 O8xY¢ a®c8S OB ©® wIedd Bwesim
e oD, H0Temd Dhwen, OmE @dsY
emgeses d¢ 20, 8B &HE BBO aumceBRst 8¢ 005
»OgIm B, Y, vy G mced 88sY 8no® ®
2e3t)D 8853 988 me IO v Wi e B
g0y, me DD DD Wi OBIZ ¥V, Buxr e
3BT B rsy VS eDBIH yoosy, & Bue mOerdEsY
Bwigeed »OITTemO Dhwn, O@mE @ds emgesies’
DO B OO SRGOO owd g 88O WOYn
@wi Bedn DOG.

a5y O & DOR® wsiesy BFTHO, 80 0® eDEed
Bedsews’ »O WO Onn Wmomm 8L Omo.
OD@FTO 2 RW OB Comed Beam DS Ddw
BeCEE g 80® 0wltrd ® O 80 IO VRGO
98B 0D BeasTesy. ®0; Bewdss mNemROA, ey
Bw ¢Dwm On® Bewldmw mIn H¥OATemO SR med
DODCE, DOCE, »OITemO DS Dowsd ©uem
%08, ©md dfSmed BIoiEe, @PiEe,
PomOIEE Bwm) DS DCOWOEO &8 ©OIHO®
Boewddn 8Bww gdi, d¢ 80 pOede wdor e® JOJ
DGwsl e oter’ emen®¢ Bwexm O BEI¢



1111 208Bedsind 1112

[0St 0 Bedewdms @vnn]

s8s e sOFOH. & B 0® »Ogsensy &0
eI gedsiey DRwwW Wi e® g 88
OB 9Oy emgenig Beadsensy BOE 83wie ¢ 80
OBn®ed ¢@iserw wOen, BNTH® WOIBTEmD Ddw
D¢ 8o® »OEsn weg YOO B3 adsy Sennen #OBN®s
DO OEn@med BIm OB O8sic OB
O Bn®ed g@imcned 8¢ § DOedin Bwow BeEo
92980 e®emsy g endd OB YOO B O
wOed Bedm BOS ¢@meawd gus BwE IO Doiwsy
e® 05 80 dg 20® BOEDHO FNS WOBID WOYH
WO Beamdr. & Bwr 990 8 o® @moies Om
DO, O 0® IOS DHWOEO g» Bwsim ey,
»OITemO Ddw eONeDsT OB ¢donleemdE v
85 DEeDOWd OB, OB @05 emgesig eORedY
51018 cletdeamdEd u @& ¥ ICEDOWO OB “»
DEeDOwH OWmn WO 00®, Comed 8Im Bua JOC WD
O W 005 &8 800 W VO Cowed Beanm JOJ
DGwsY g0w®r 0 ©Re® HwdEwd g8 Omn Do,

sy Bwo Dum @8 cm, On®ed Giss #®BDdwe
»3wd 83» OFwd HHfm oved B8 0Deqcdd
HOB® @ o wvBmer &y ©0. Indied duss
HOBD® ©sO FBEE) BOD), @®BS OB
»OITemO BdFFmed EmBuB wermrer eox wsiensy
BwEo.

©C; Bewdss mOmemn®B, d¢ clonlse me 85
&¢ cDew ATANDICHD eDE eTesy. &¢ ¢Detds VY
©8®ITVews’ Cwdwed gd@s Woey O ecsiesy WY
B a8 . 0® 00D omB8ed 83 eewd
ecem qeden 00C 83m gumidwes a8 cdmr. eE8ed
Got8zma8 OBy BEWBHIO Gream cuect and me8 /Y5TO
BodOm D5 Bcdser’. eldmdeand ey Bulg ecsim
BJR 00E1 BedrTery 088w moren Didm mdn BIwO.
3B®OHBO Dabmn OBy 088wl moen EA @¢sTH
§BmOw gdewm orlery mYPE B HOBTEmO
2edfdmed 853500 0® eDEIED 6¥IcDR eIB 0.

O Bewdss OGRS, O BODI, HPed®Be
@ OIFOS 28ecomyd ©® DEWeDd @ wdO® Own
oD 9 B w8y ¢ B8FD) Bewdds ¢ @Bn®
e0FeND eI, B Bw el ORI HVOIBTEmD
D08 ACTID) WBIEWID, OBHE QOB emgetig DD
PO N6 @ 008 BurIey «@® WeFtw® ®»OYn
DE BB ov® 008 Bt »OWn e & »edtow®
e®evy god e Bum O B8O ac qud guim 8¢
@D Beamdn. & medthwee® Heowldnewd mOB g¢ On@o
B & 28eemed medthee® gxies’ Bum Oms © o®
©Ded @nn S 83D,

®C Bewdss e mnOA, 8Be®@xsined g¢ Do
°® 88w 88 W wen, 6o wdus gos mosIm ¢
28 ommc® e 00 med 010 edsieny By 4
60 Brlg B osiesy & wdsry B8sFE® BeodBw
CosBDEO IO  esednl®  PDORD SBEHed
DOYTD wewr 50, 0@ wibEed®xInd e
0wIB51D ©O®m mes DRE edsTesy B Bwd O @
O WO, & Ded®, mOn OO g8 & ensy

G B w550, BOS Dzt BEDCD ensy Bodnm Bsicd
HWE OB BB Comied Bedm @® DS Dowx
e0m® B8, J 88 Own SR, Coed DS Doiwsy
@08 WS OB e0MedsT § v Bwdd nasTs om®@n
Buem O ¢8 0® 00E1ed &n mImdo.

®0; Bewdss D206
(reryllg Urdld surbmusi Syeuiss)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

@0 BeduE 0vd3ecdd OBn®o.

[¢.60. 5.32]

@6 Sedsic ewddgcdd dwm

(et fl@ alCumrsv Qami gy rdd)

(The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi)

O Bewdss e nO®B, ¢ries) emene anI®
OFec ouviE BuEr vdem 8 DNo Beadmdl. a¢ ®D
WOsIery @® SO0 @m® Do, & Died® B¢l woedn ©o
BE0F wdmE svEm® gdms o »w3x  ymosg
OBn®ed Bvs 0D gws QECWeB® OWELH)
(ev00ddmn) sy emQBum 8OITTVDB. ©8 erveost vywy,
¢ Imadd dvFduved ONFOGHO a8 WBce Bweo.
yuIey Jewmdd OEN® 0ew® ©DNedry eI
@9cDmwE wOITVewsY » ®Es. g g0e®! Sn®s
O WOy ©S. dws 2,500 ooBwimwe ne HOY
05T Eemit) DeFtd, BOYIY gdy Died Kfm Sdewd
BRBw008 On®) ©®NO; O WD MWeg. ©@® Ced eEWITHE
WO, DEDEDO® WO G810 BNRNO 85 SR, B1BI G-
& Bwm 0wdOE wBEeme visIny aed ¥wdn Dod By
endFedd 800RBs BImnwmcd Sinsio Dmeny ¢w6 &g
cd%H BD 00 Ced BBEH® o D DO,
PsInsiedEd SREO ww g 2O Bwem DOB ¢
eFo® ©5Iy V1. [P BEO] D20 ¢S eI dBye?
®0; Bowdss mDznemn®B, @@ ¢¥md egsim HI®
ROeD @GO B0 W [P BIB] O ¢
000 ROeD @010 Beamdlr. dm Bwo nO8 &
2w 08 88wd mOYD We.

@G Bewdds »Oemn®B, g¢ a8 80 dxjesy
D hm ecImem. ¢ 30, 40 on § e nEsY
a8 »0f ¢gdig 5080 988wd Wi Avy. vy BEYFA
eudfeead @ 8y 0 YBC weriemB OIERS Yymm®
W, BEOE maSvemn A e¢mdis BOOW, Hd®Bw
e@m® @mSwcwm computer == mwy, telephone

o oo, fax  machine  omas sy, ©® B850
OB oo odOE T B & af) SO o
O BOD. W B, oW Bwo osIm. O¢ 1982 moced
20w  BonduB oB.pbsedbdm OBn® e®
58Be®5Ind iged afcg vWmHDO BOBTIHE. g ®
2088005InD0 gddig 368 BBEeE asd WG WO®
305y 8Be®sind 0 Swdr, e@®edDIERD WOWD
WO Zoosy ms 913w 8OBDDs. & Bewo g¢ w@O»
WOy oy emYdu Wi  ewd-gBded s
©25%008, 0 ¢am vommE @886l Wi’ YOO
BedsI®HO ®5).

@0 Bewdss »Onemne®s, 00 & oo OxEn®0
0B BT @188, 0@ Goedfdd Coesrs uBerEm e,
Goess 00w @m BBV OB WO O BeIHDI. B



1113 2017 aFendad 17 1114

Bw @eddd oy 208 Bewn. o Bowiss
DD ROB, 2f® mo8sT e® $8Bedrin OFCBIO
laptop e»= ec¥e 0@ eFBen OnOFE0 Bfeed
DL 408 Goe3D G0 8D »OEB VIFOCBIO vBv e
2o, 88Ee0TnD ne OGO Ry 88wd »esTed
»OYR WO yoos BRWO adedd P &
Bedsies’. @0ecEm &8 ecIm®, em3 e¢stm® Bweo
508 OnOIE ®»O  ®»osien’. 3:5800xsIned
O focewned B0yt o Wom N8 0D
OO 8¢ ©® BBwWO W WO,

O Bewd®s ®mOrNEHROH, a8 9m® ©wERD
DI Aoy g ws) PESHWE @mIHI HBIHO e® ced
Bscmde O wosIm Aoy 0. Bedr edege ©Bgd
B@sIn0 erxnewn B3ed BEwim HOTHO dv. &¢
ecImed JODEO Bwi® evemm ¢ud & nusveans HO®
G By BB, &g 0ned 8O® gud ad@s wiedtwn
eosid) oxtm sy e Bedmdr. ©neme
OEvens’ gud gdos wee 8¢ «® BB cy@©=
20eaddws C 0¥ yoos!. d 8w 0dme DD
ecimwe g Beadsles’. 18 o® edme e0dO ecimwd
OBIHO @8 WB VB IO god VEROBTIE @ @®D0
enesn SRed 0wldmn eOEE 0® ©®D ©90®
©08sY wOyn woery? ¢#& »OsTed mey Iw, 8 O»
ewd ©5Im @O 8Ee@xnD 0808 wosteny?

®6; Bewdss ®»Omnemne®d, Sdedsersi® 95@sIcs
sl OB WO Wden BBesws BEIE ewsy WOBI™
@sz.

a8 ¢o¥mdo, 1977 Dbsed 8 of.a8. Bwudddey OBn®Hs
390 OFw Hfw e Sdw e® SO0 B me Bewd
$88m yBReBwe Bewo 08 a¢ ©® 0O wOREB edmw ¢
e0c Bedsiery Bwecr. o® gws 9o €od 95 endny
Ded ecime B8RO e mwy; ecims 8¢ BBO
gDt Bleed mwy BBO O Bleed m>r
Bodvewsi® & ¢DuddE 8E80EmITme Dred odOE Baeed
1. S Besr @80 ehend mOGD mISTHO yOOsI O
Baeed w1 28 19775 sdedd, Bewed edeoge 4bdm
SO0 O 0® Jed Bewd edege mEIs G} eO® e,
Bedn ®owddmwsl O om0, e® Jed mESIH
Bdsocmresy g 005 00, & D10d® PvwdiBe wieem
@m0, »OTed e1s GBI G18DIBB® O D,
COMOBDB O @0, uEyERH CmOm® O ™0,
D0ed en¢dd ewIsith e®JOY wlmEe ¥ @O o®
000 wORB cdmu B Yew. 90 PEC g¢ DB e
28015 40 0o 00 @® Wcuidedew nE SaE DB
1 BedE Beamdo.

o8 TNA wddmed -¢88 “im wstdmed- o
Boost @sIgn® e mer, 0® BeEce® gdog 30857
oesedesd Bwr Bweco. @9 30857 geded 8y Bedn &
2Qed O 00 @uEsd R DO  QBID
3OO . T 5O® 9O WO HBIHO A ©®
0l aBwm, WO Hmmd OMeds’ -¢8¢ odxIH
gy, B D5 yoOsy, YLEEO cdsi YO - ¢8 &
DEHOWE HOD N8 WOTHO V). OO e I»
e¥® eom Beadmd. ac HBE wcsemnsB
OEOTEO & o Sorvm 9Ceno Beamo.
OROBI R B®E® FOBDO ¢y mced O cwun Wy,

@® 0O doweend8n WmJy; wwE BO00w wdy aw ©nI.
OROBIE @@ BBDO V1 OO WHIDY EOHD. o, ¢es
®0; BE ocdsnB ©Bn®r ©®ved @ImDir. S9®0
g0y ©® eddEDEO EFBC eosimy. @uvd ooy
@09y ORI, FD0 BB ©¢ MO FHEOD PBIEBT
DO 8@ ©¢8%T BB BB,

O Bewdss mGnnemn®8, @ o® masens 818G
Bomdr. OO ©0 550888 eds, 20O BnSedn
BomEBRW O sy ¢@ms gBE S8 ™Budw®
OBn®ed @y wsm s g@ms  CodBEmBT
OBn®ed @w euxId® wlen e® Ced ¢t eug ¢GOsY

000 sBoam wsinwes -1 ab s8omen- e ecstm
D»OYD emS1ed. B mBsY By ey Swsy @@ v Bndac?

@S Berdss mD5NEHR
(oresryllg Wrdld surprusi Ojeuigs)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

RIN®ed s O &Dwn&.

®6 Seduie ewd3gcdd Owm

(wrenTyllg alGure Qant g9 réd)

(The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi)

©0; Bewlss mOwnemn®B, gdg 20 o® oo
BICHIS WOY ¢w e® O Bndee? a8 & ¢5OsI0 D Do
@¢sImy ®OWD OB, "gyows" Bunm deene @45 @m0
00y, "®D ecsimy YOI, D ecsim emede wEE
Beastest?" BweEr. 23RO 0@ @5 Bwr 0I5, O
Bewdss »Ownemn®B, a8 oy Bo Do "gowlso"
oFseme e 4500 ¢ivn. O RINDBTIEwvsT ¢wmd,
"e5d e@imdae Buslesy, ¢ med 809! Bweco.
PO @D V) OB WOV WD BNV OB
DO & 015 WS EWSHED BT

@® 0ed adwm ¢C1Oed Bewe gume DOmed
8800dn ¢8lewsi® 9@ OFBOY s ©den
DO BHHO oS ey O 8 wwed MO Bedmd. ¢8
©®D) I eO I HEWHD. BT S’
2@08. 0O R8enE ®Bey ®08 Ded cHwED
HIFOBO o5 0D Bedmdi. ¢ @leen Beasiesy
e@umuic? HWHDO ODEND. Jod ©fsIe Gusue
BT Bumds O© ¢yamo, O gedt)n® D1deGiedsy
©® 00 edeDr Burr. ©0 g8ewd® »Omd, d¥d ey
O ODo¢ WOBI™. OF 5T rsesries OB 8O BwwsIm
DOBB, 0@ aey DOENeDsT 0O oo BwWEd
Bomds O, Ay DEWOD, An® 0DEWO®, d0®
Sswm g8 Oy O & o 80 WO CrEH
3D. 90 eKDFOE Dgo & Dred BYGOS B >
osleEOE, omIOEOE, ®Ho®: wIEOE, ©eweWIsY
eECOE @0 ymIn WO BHYITTeE R BIW B
POFO sy  FFOBO @ O Bedwlesy
DY 5I5N5Ted 8. AR eDOS BB o8 D@ e?

0 Berd®s m»OEROB, 0 Ced BHBD
DEeBIecNy 005 eewd eddE Bedmbdlr. o® Jed
80 0 @8 DEiesiedsn Hooad, HsIEy goediDn.
@ ORI BwuwmrDr, 00RO IBTTRHIGICHOD ®E?
B gdmden Bowln »O® om0, 0® 0ed BBRw
BBeows 00D 520F Grbuledn OmB; vy Bv ¢dEOE
D I eydey qwds Om8. I Onm Bw O



1115 208Bedsind 1116

[0S Beduae end3gcd8 @wmn]

). OO BBw O WO - [ BEOH)
DEBID), eDOS B B O BwEs. ¢dowdeem
DO @0 OO OWREDHD. IO BB ecrFemd
Ded ¢Owin clowfeen DI DTVNDICHD 2O
BBewesy BEc dFeowens, ecformn dnd €@
05Im . gy mOSw VFWewmI® gmeg. @8 »® In
DO DD B 0O edneg®IDw M@ W
BOIen). ev® edreydNoe O 9EenEE® O
Gr8ete PuIHWIersT 9enm O BoE) O® Bwmdo.
gesy! @0 gBewwm yesim Cedos OO @RI, O
328 O DTFV5NmIcw ge esIm dl. I, mCHhed gt
BBE . ¢ ¥OIBTem35T HOSw ewIvs H®BIBY V1. OBsI¢
Coseste Qu®w Bwy Wideme ¢sd BEnsxIm ©dxmdo.
edBs wn O5IBOCenO g¢ ewws o5z B Bew,
On®ed § Com Bewd sfewes O 0 dwn 6O -
[P0 BIOHA] 585 On®sIE), 83w ooy w@iesy
eewnsIe? OBy Yodnewsy HODETem00 8B qumywsw
DO, gesl cES8! ¢ wchoss oon G5
»OITemO clowndremne WD HHIFOGO DoeWIeEID
@0E), 09RO @00 gDV BFFOGHO 8O
830,

@0 Bewdths DOrznEmR®)

(wrewryllg Urdd Furbrsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

@0 OTEROB, D@0 Bw®nm muEe ¢dwim .

©0 Sedue ewddgcdd Pwm

(omevsryfl@ @G uimev Qami 1q.oyr&s)

(The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi)

O Bewd®s ®mOrNEHROH, a8 9m® owEED
Bomds, a8 00 eIdnd ooy HAWO® Bw® s
BREWO 3O WOYH WOBID enedd Be. ol
38D 018 WOsTerY DR Sueed 0w B8WO D
@590 qod e 8POEO g8, J gw gl vl @¢sIn
D@L W @80 e eI ¥5nlndn®,
2@ 955D,

®0; Bewds G506
(wresryllg Urdld surprwsi ojeuiss)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

DO gDesy WOBID, ©T O H®o.

®0 Sedwe ewdigcdd Pwm

(wrewryflg alGeumey GQami g9, rds)

(The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi)

©0 0 Br28w @¢HID, ®O Bewd®s DOIBNEHROA.
RIN® OO O O1BYS BmrBww ecriesy Byw. ©O
8¢ eesim, 90 Sxnde.

®0; Bewds Or506E )

(wrewryllg Urdd FuThrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

RIN®O D180 28 e 8= Bedmdo.

©0 Sedve ewddgcdd Pwm

(wrenryflg alGeumey Gami g9 rds)

(The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi)

©C; Boewdss mOrNEHROA, @ gdwd Daewsy
BustIsy @88, ©® Ded o] BeE), S5H500 e

©tdDr, SBIMDOO e EBBIDI, SHmuded EdEO 018
OV Gre3E) OB BOESO CredB D500 O B BB
20. ¢z O ewewIws end BBCEE. dCeon @BIesy
Se® 0w 95 WE DD #B. ¢ eHRIE®O
8508 ReMBY e ACHW @® bEed®sInd nE 8n
WO god s, god aBe a8 cusind. & Bwo a8
Bw5rDo, B BBw mBOS @190 O By Beso. @O
2B &0 »O ons’ oot JREO BBIEWIO BBwd,
'‘gesy! 88 moodn ecwrs BeE 0® ©ddxTVews’ ©O
20808 WoTmy Beawlesy, "gos wemwd dgecd!" Bum
OB, [P BBOH] 0DED @D 5O B0 Ay HOO®
DB HOBIBY ZJOOBT.

®C Bowdes mOrnwmn®B, as o® Dicon weerddm
85 emYO8n ©1d OO D& 1O W WOTHO YOS
80 o 59 e, O BodvewsI® wewsy WHOBIH
®B8, 2006 gom 19 ¢ gecePBm onyecy smesf
BBOG DDsY 9O BT BBOw e3aBm00 mwHc BBO
085 0dBw o HuEInd geCWeYB® DS WOYH
©ec BVEDO BICBO e®® vmer 80O Buw andsy
O O DD, BEOE mueens 3808 BI85 ged 5O
eImes O® omecs) mode 88 ecimes On 988wt
OB BB B0 YO 0O . B B e
ced O e® 0O ecimed YWE D 83wr. O
eCImw ®POO wsIm 0® 00 8 Hew. O O By
BODs, BB ¥yY© ocvemmds Bwr. »On o RS
Dwdendtd o BOD. & BB ydvryen gusd oyw. g &
BeEe 00 08 Beadrsieny. $53uBn®r ¢80 0n
83w B8 Ot HrfsTeod w-dimed @@ D6 B
POTY e WE. §¢ ol NEHBHO eCImed d53®
COMO wrlm yoosl. @wd @ed ced »IWMBBIO
ReEeIBwWIDO Wiy OO Hew, WO Wtz D8
Penr. 2NIWBBIO 020008, 0® Jed dpBreeRO g
D085 »OBed 5w’ ACTD owd @  HOOsy
DIFOe BAYeed . O god 0 O HEOBBY
DB BYeed. O¢ weDIdmewnd §ed B V(. BDICH WSO
5106 9100 ealdRw nHFOWHEB sOneed. »YH ¢ a8
Ry eOmD wDIomesy BEBwm ©LYOICWO GowsIB
ymen ©@he® owm. ¢e8dm IFwed Emscas,
DN, VeFeIBwD, s Gmomds g8 SOOE aud ¢¢f
WOZD. Yedds VYR Ofws »HHO PO WEr. VOB
306 0B O ged D Sedeldmd VWO Wm0 WILE
00 Bned gt nodxs’ BE8OFmiTme wder 928ed 8 o
2CCH @mds OO Bwid BB, SO 052008,
ey c@mled O HOB On® BDeDd. gud BnsId
00 edOE Beadmdr RIROBIEV »O v »E
Beamdi, 0@ o Bm5Im. 0@, VIO »O
280 1549, 20 50 Beadmr. Onemd ewie dDwes.
OmEmO  Dwwd B8x  Bedd. Inemd yoow,
RINOTed ewddrn Hwod®m mosTm. & wews adwxs
010 BEeD e 0 3O w0 mOBIH.

O Bewdss mOnemn®8, 0088 Sedvewsi® s
OB BBO® o0dsy Bedn eddE BBswen o1 Bensy
DO A @8 eIy, g¢ evvewx SJed o,
Doto B¢ O FD. ©® Jed 8BI» Henwysy D¥m HyOOsT;
edns coDE 83» enwsl OmE yOOn, w8
©Bed8 880 »mOyn BZed®E muSvers 008 WO
3OO qud Beadmydr. »HEY ¢ DuFvens OO
wosiesy gd@s edd 09008, ¢ ernewn DRl gwws



1117 2017 aFendad 17 1118

edDE0 meany 008 mOMDI. »HYH M ene @wit
e Qum B DAL PO OO @0 WOTH
yooImO qud Beadmdr & Onos  00ed&.
QECHeNB® e s 008 WmOBsY D WOEH
©8®TVews’ BEon B 018 BEeOemO wrim yoosy.
esdo® 80d®, e-mail @808 RBBE® Ded® Oz
DOYROEES SO BEO wedwr 53B0 »OBIH JIOW®O
Beadmdi. Bue@ 0090 ares B3O nEsY wriBedemw
@200 85¥VEEDST HOBTD JYOTI®OW CEdmr. & Died®
o8 oDy wBeDcEE BEom Wi ouvdd® widnewrsy
PeCHeNB®m wIBeder PHOedDE O8sT EwBO®nmd
VnE DI yOny. BLFBOD OO WOYH WIBI®
B0 WO CedmdI. D e, ©1 VGO W od
Ded ReweBs? ecimes dm @530 edE1 O
SIS

@06 Bewds mOr506E )
(wrewryllg Urdd FuThrsT Sjeuigsir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

&5y WH0d Oy B, ®O OB5IFHs.

@0 BedmE ewddgsdd dwm

( wrewyllg alGuure QamL i1y rsd)

(The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi)

OEm@med e® O ng -0® 20B» ne- OB ®»OYH
BEO swy BHBe® pnOediw »OB gs 0® HOs HELY
G0 @csieny. O® B 0® KOO god adBe e¢sim a8
1888, ©d ©BsY YT ePIBHE eI 88y ¢t
000 @m® 1O BB BRIV EOEE BeIHH.
PeCHeNBm wy BSOEWomw BEICH Dodsvewsi®
3Das gensmy eoEE & nE @® Jed meddews ¢
WO, @@ 0D - ENHWO, gWBRIMWBO, BwE HOYROEO
e B o ecsim vl DD Bwr HbLrn 8 Bed
D0 dwsl WO»D. OO0 Bewdws WOZNEHROSE,
VIO ©RewWI® FHABE.

@ Bewdss 20 eHR )

(wresryllg Urdld surprwsi ojeuiss)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Bewd, ©0 98I MR eBo O5IEn®s.

[&.9. 5.48]

©0 9538 @GR e Bwmo

(wrasrdlg @hIls ABIGSS Canrs)

(The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath)

O Bewd®s DOEmROB, 0ew® &$HBB. ged
BeduE 0vwddgcdd OxIEn®r mm mSdE ®O mSenwa
O Pemo. ®e® Budmw Bedmds, "®od WE®® co
#ceom cod ded wmd" Bwo.

©0; Sedwe ewdIgcdd Pwm

(wrepryflg aGmumey Gamt g9 rds)

(The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi)

I I» »w8wd Bwsi. I 0209008, © Bwsim
©1§@d.

@0 I8 gD eBS Owmo

(wrabrfle Gbds AnGSs Canrs)

(The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath)

Oen® »OB ®we® BwdmE Bedsiesy. OO® Ben ¢y
RIn®ed ©siBe @B, VISed uxIBe VIS Bwo

OB, [ BBOH] 0®@m »OB ¢ B Oxfes’. ®o
OB WOEIBCH OB S8 v ecmd,
"Sedsic, d O O WOTD." BwEr. e DD »HOB
DO 0O »OD edriery. D »HOB. [P RO
HOB®O, FDre®D HwO®D edTesy By1.

O Bewdss mONEm®B, ®0 BwsIm @5y 0®nk&.
0® pPede BuFe vyBw el enmn D18 BEededHE.
e0m0 BBs ®»o ot Onow e®@nd®xIE0  afdg
@m0 Bwo. Em »OB Busim Bedsies’. »nOFed
©ed® Bedm 858 suwm 8D O HedBw wwidmO SMS
o ©Be®s Em aeErO®e WO oY yedsy
DOeD¢w 85Bu CeE -HPedBn D BE @SS
e BEWlewm o WO Wi BPew. Bag
OB BYew. IO eI Dem Gd C1@ew. ¢
50O @m0 BBw 0. Zrod@w wwo 100 @ enddh
00 Oev® D1R0NsT 0® Jed Hwi®m Pew. g¢ Im
250 ens 0D Beadmdo.

2005 Dwed @8s3¢ drses E5d8uBn@ed de RS
ad 0B a8 2808 meg, (omi CHlexsd, emB. a¢
BBum 25m0 D&n 0O nE WO ©BdS edml. &
0806, F yend 0nmed & syde weadid. "eslom
e FNDI® OFer omiE" Bum Bwedm wenss
OB O OWems»O ©dIern WO S eOR® Gedn’
esieg »O8. I» »O8 Bwustm Bedrer’. e@n® Gods
emeg. HINB, ¢ eONOSIRD evieg ©0ed8, emer
Bwd o03E Nnewds ozl 8 »IF0EO OB
OO Eed Gedt)D o 0O BedsIenT.

©0; Bewdss mOnemnOB, a8 mHHmuE ©nmds.
BEOE wOnE O ¢@mneawd BBwx 450 dxY
»0de, BCum 100mds D10 ©yds Owdiyed d®
3550000 wsY WOE 2B DO a8 g wmn. ©0 35T YTy
HOBROBIE DEBO O 0DEID ®mG meg @meWIO?
ACW OB @¥enCEE ©BOTem Demede BDed, "e®
GO gy DO WOOSTHO. cBwmw B WOSTHO.
Beemww 8 DOTHO. Hhowndies @B »OSIHO."
BB, & §end g Dm0 0® 0O cod Il HHBm
80 8O Beastesy, "NEO®®S e¥Id. NEO®S WIch.
NEOWS ©¥0r. NEOWS Ew0u." Bwu8. dw Swd yos
BFOE 00 ICTID ecwn B M. 6ed BeRL) N FWD o
eIEE D98, B sIBowOn GBEE. Bt ¢ »E
@rlesd 880F mivens 0wt eem vl ® LirssIHd
emd; O CCHIHB. e0n Wl WO ©NeDE.
B BIHS sy I eCERTID. W CWHT sWeas
8EG00 2008 08 OB ¢ DEw 0 weeswo sved wwiss
BeBur qdeom Bedsies ewikhd. & sWved 88edxsd
OB 0O CXw DCWO PeD. AW WwI CRT BBD sWsed
88005 n08 00 e ARHO §1ed. oIS nensy, IEw®
o5y g; enIdm® Woslesy. ¢ e®n® mG OB
©D0edE, 8By OFOS 22500 ¢u¥ laptops
015 O eI BODs. ¢8O¢, laptops e¢mr BDeD? ¢80
@¢ laptop Ome, den® HEIIH® Ced® 83m cwel eug
®eoen BesesIo e laptop dm¢ D3Yesi? ¢¢ Em o
Beamdw? gudenFc Jn Bmer dcsim. JDr wmEs
Smo&.

@6 Sedtic ewddgcdd dwm
(wrenrll@ alGure Glamt g9 rdd)
(The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi)
s5mS DEOIE?



1119 208Bedsind 1120

©0 9538 amG1dD ePos Bwmo

(wredryfle GbAs obImSs Canrs)

(The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath)

@® goosim cwe 52,000 00x 00de, Sewmms
26,0008 ov50s. sned nO8 BAgeed. Semmn 26,000
oY, &§ Bwo ¢SO0 e¢m Tab Om g¢ ®» ™S edEo.
3 8B? 0208 OMecNOW eI O, GeBed eI 0® -
7 OBOG BT Buw ©8 @ emEE oI »OB weslesy. @80
508 ¢8mewd Busles’. 20t 0wIdm® HO® ewiws ®rHe,
»O®Y Pewoc? @80 @ ®IT ediesn mS mS BIwa. &
Beso 06 OTEROB, mD »Tey e B8m dEHID.
e@ime, OV Bedmrd, B V0D eWME YD
D1005¥ery nYiod §md® nOB Bwues. g5l @d® pEH»
Ds0saBle O O BeRdryDr. @HCHT HIEB s 0O BE
ega Wo» VsEGmeE SO OB e»A® E®
OB 8053 OFen. eMOO 61I0YDE BBLO Bedm
O ¢¥ OCE WIBTD WDy, I eOmE WOBIH VDo,
IO Bedm 5H® 0dm e mOBIDY WD 0O, el @®?
BB G308 wedd BEOEFWOeww WS BDDo.
emeds, B80F mOE Bedstesi? a8 010 e oD
DO BPoed. g8 Busy s C1d B ew. qg ¢80 gd
eBIny BodsTerst 0® quedfld reverse Om0 wm Om&. 005
e 09008, e®nPED WG WO Busizy yOOsT,
"g0mB-00m8. g0 of Hen-0® of Yew. 388 ¥® O
omGed." Bwe). T ©® 00 @ WO BSOS
Deens, ©® OO A WOB GBS EOBZNGD WY
B B ICTTm. OBsecden mmlsen 8500 @050ed,
B ©Y Gs) DBWO ©MICR0; MIWBGB S
mog O8s57¢ Grsee goodel.

00 B»HOediw 988wtd evBwsizy Bmcd BYeed. o®
B0 O Dewmd G8uE IBum ewww e DO,
@®0¢ wmw Oxtes’? & wEEOES ©® ced W@
©1@eDe? ©@mICHT BB eh DeeICOEO O CBDOTH
OEDDR? 0T DIvene SYan MmO DRwINSY
B»OOag?

®® »yB8e ¢Dwm ICeE Buwi. I¢CeE Bw DD
»857 ©vFOwr O Wme® & serd SRy ¢®® Om
WO, OB IO Y 8 DR Bedmdl. &
Ben® D Beadwlexrt? dn® delded god poom
HBEE pO DgE evit stage Dot gconsy B8 DS,
o857 DEeCCH Y OBIBN V® EWBNOV Jededrs @cmreH
BODE. O De@ e oFn s & D@ adenm O
€®0 38, RYBIO ecrin Cedesnd @ ¢1zy O €® B §¢
DCeC nde Ama.

©C; BedtE end3gcdd OIEROB, ¢¢ vEeE D
Do Eed ¢pemdc »FH0e B, RIROIE
DEwO ged s 100 dBwr 0D BweEd. e 100
dB w0 @Iy @y D »EsImrsTierdEr wwisBOdewd @d
eDE 98I D). eOm »HOB D »YsIsiedEed eecdw.
22 »@simtedE s oo @@ Hwir®m B»OSIHE.
D, AR »YTImTesE OO dcw &z mwr. & Bewn
Gotss w3@ss D ensIm VD BT TR0 aB8Bw Byt
g CRO0 EnBeBOder ©dd cned orlm  ec®g
wstdmed OSIFO0; 9n® O O i WD Hev®
Do WEO g¢ DO DPOEOW W B, S OBy
B @m0 SGEND a8 @00 Defen® @80 WECIEO®
BBCEE Bod ¢do. [Pdds BEOT]

®0; Bowiss »Oemne®s, ® »Os 2
DYBINBT@E RO BICHB WOBTD . & Bes e@mSnd
D sens, B8 38, e s 80 »ENE odxtm Byeed.
80 mBsT @D BuwodOm mer 20, g¢ 00 DM@
G 0¥ BYewr. HiNB, NBHOBOG cww ®OIess
»OREDD ©wdDO® G wIed ¢® vsimy »HO, ed®m
By 005D Bwds3 00 e O ©d®ITVewsy
IBOTD 0085T od WD g sy WO

gadma S@eszy @Y, een es®@» S,
o2 emQ@sm SO eNERO o¢ O O Bwo» &

afleorir B L (B), s7mmyds Gl merarLii L .
QYBTLIY., FL L CPSVLD B)TIITL_TLD LPeRMIUITE LOBNILI_L1IL" 1 ).

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka.]
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Considered in Committee.

/THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 18 ordered to stand part of the Bil.

gl OorySw @y 2000 smz em@send emideunt
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o225 ewYOS», 83000l2) OB D389 o) GE.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.

O OB WS €IBEH w0

(oreTLll@ SWhHS &[HETTHVES)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

@G Boewdds mOmemn®s, "sm emgdunm Y
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YSOTLILY, FL L EAPSVLD  APSTDTLIAPsDD OB 171" B)  Blswm
Caupm it .

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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©0 Bewdts »SBEHHS vi)  Ministry of Post, Postal Services and Muslim
(wrewryllg Urdd Furbrsi Sjeuigsir) Religious Affairs
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker) vii) Min‘is_try of Toun'sm Development and Christian
YR WOGR gom 2. 88Ee@sIned wuimsmn®o. Religious Affairs
viii)  Ministry of Special Assignment
ix)  Ministry of Telecommunication and Digital
Infrastructure

2018 d6sed gw D16 EHe®TOBsY
@536 ©F @@L RDR D1 BBBwsY
BEAC tomdiks B30 B&He § Bode e e vt 31
G2 3900 Question put, and agreed to.
2018910 oy T (DG TET surey GlFsveyHH L

X)  Ministry of Science, Technology and Research”

wH T B sefledl(Hha OsMey Qe wiwiu L DEM IO
S|eDLFFHeNST QFVa S HMEVLIL|dHET PdSlewaLi]
ADJOURNMENT

UM MIs HeVBHSHIHTWT(Heudbmssmest 6t @y
SELECT COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS THE HEADS OF

EXPENDITURE OF THE MINISTRIES SELECTED @S ®esI® HOEBCEE Dwmo
FROM THE BUDGET ESTIMATES (wrerrLfle swhs smeaTTEwsS)
OF THE YEAR 2018 (The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

@0 Bewdss m»nemnOB, "i8Ee@sInd ¢ »c

06, BBTD B EIBED Somd I g8 © ewdEzn WS,

(orewryfl@ Swhs SmHeTTSVs5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka) i’ﬁdz”“’ kgl Sl 5’;2” of.
Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Leader of the House, I T TGS DI G D
Question proposed.
move,
“Whereas the period of time allocated to the Committee stage
programme for the Budget Estimates of the year 2018 is limited; ©S Bewds m R
(revoryflg Urdld surbmusi Syeuissir)
And whereas several Heads of Expenditure have to be (The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

discussed on a single day thereby limiting the period of time

The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan will now move
available for the discussion of each Ministry; J p

the Adjournment Motion.

That this Parliament resolves that a Select Committee of
Parliament be appointed to enable the Members to meet and

discuss the Heads of E)'(penditure of the .10 Ministri'es in the @eé’s)@oqca @1@1253”5@© BB BOES 6@@0@@5)
Annexure which was decided at the Committee on Parliamentary
Business with the concurrence of the Leader of the House of 83 91?:6)@055{ @Q&G& -51e10)}

Parliament and the Chief Opposition Whip. LB S T e ”',5);3_53 ;_T)GZS)La'E 5LL§,§96M6§°5)

DS GIweus s LU BHTCoarreny al(hailsssv

2 @ Eheroémgfﬁzf and its Chairman shall be nominated RELEASE OF PERSONS IN CUSTODY UNDER PREVENTION OF
y VI Speaket. TERRORISM ACT
(b) The Committee shall consist of not more than twenty
one (21) Members selected from both the Government [5.58 p.m.]
and the Opposition notwithstanding the provisions of -6 p.m.
the Standing Order No. 95 of the Parliament.
3. The Committee shall have power to - OO CrDeHE® d®usIesy Bwmr (B85dR wbdded
. ) 2%EHRO)
(@) fixits quorun; and (wrepTyllg  TTRaGrTSWD  FOubSST - THidbsLS
(b)  send for persons, papers and records, order any person peveur)
to attend before Parliament or before such Committee; (The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the
4. The Committee shall present its report to the Parliament on or Opposition)
before the day on which the Committee stage debate on the votes Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I might commence,

of the said selected Ministries commences. Sir, by reading my Adjournment Motion.
Annexure
“The Motion pertains substantially to persons held in custody from

i)  Ministry of Hill Country New Villages, Infrastructure the North and the East under the Prevention of Terrorism Act.

and Community Development

ii) Ministry of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation, The facts are as follows :-
Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs . . .
1) These persons are held in custody under Prevention of
iii) Ministry of National Co-existence, Dialogue and Terrorism Law irrespective of whether they have been
Official Languages convicted, have been charged or have not yet been charged.

They have been arrested under the Prevention of Terrorism
Law and all action taken against them has been in terms of that
v)  Ministry of Buddhasasana Law.

iv)  Ministry of National Integration and Reconciliation
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(@i))

(iif)

@iv)

™

()

(i)

(viii)

It has been accepted by the Sri Lankan State both domestically
and internationally that the said Prevention of Terrorism Law is
draconian, obnoxious and should therefore be regarded as
obsolete. The Sri Lankan State has made several commitments
both domestically and internationally that the said Law will be
repealed and that a new Law will be enacted in keeping with
acceptable domestic and international norms.

The Sri Lankan State is yet to fulfil this commitment, but that
does not derogate from the Sri Lankan State’s commitment that
the said Law should not remain on the Statute Book.

The only evidence available against most of these persons are
confessions extracted from them against their will under the
Prevention of Terrorism Law which would be inadmissible
against them in a normal Court of Law. Many of the cases
have been postponed because the prosecution is not ready to
proceed with the cases.

Almost all of them have been in custody for very long periods
of time, for as long as, they would have been sentenced, if
sentence was passed on them shortly after being taken into
custody.

The families of these persons in custody have suffered for very
long periods of time, without the support of their breadwinners.
This vitally important factor has not been given due
consideration.

Quite apart from the pernicious nature of the Prevention of
Terrorism Law, persons in similar situations such as persons
taken into custody during the insurrections of the JVP have
been granted an amnesty and released. It is not understood why
the same principle cannot be applied in regard to these
prisoners.

These cases cannot be considered as coming purely under the
purview of the Attorney-General’s Department. With due
respect to the Attorney General as the Chief Legal Advisor of
the State, these cases have a certain political dimension and
cannot be addressed on a purely legal basis. It can be
justifiably stated that if Sri Lanka’s national question had been
reasonably addressed in time, many of the persons in custody
would not have been in their present position and would have
been useful citizens. This circumstance makes it obligatory
that you address this issue politically too.

The issue not being addressed politically is a strong impediment to
reconciliation and the restoration of goodwill and harmony.

(ix)

An unnecessary complication has been created by the transfer
of some cases from Vavuniya to Anuradhapura. If witnesses
needed protection, such protection could have been provided
without the cases being transferred.

The accused in the cases to be transferred from Vavuniya
where the language of the Courts is Tamil to Anuradhapura
where the language of the Courts is Sinhala are from the North-
East and are Tamil speaking and not proficient in Sinhala, the
other language of administration and Courts. Their cases being
transferred to Anuradhapura where the language of the Courts
is Sinhala is a denial of their constitutional right to have their
cases heard in Tamil, a language which they can understand. In
a criminal prosecution, the rights of an accused person are
fundamental. He has a right to fully comprehend the evidence
and the case presented against him.

By such transfer the accused is also denied the opportunity and
the right to legal assistance of his choice. These and other
factors could prejudice a fair trial. The proposed transfer
reflects a measure of insensitivity to the fundamental rights of
an accused person. The prisoners have been continuously
carrying on a fast against such transfer. This situation needs to
be addressed on an urgent basis.

I have to also very strongly urge that for the reasons stated
above all these prisoners be released without any further
delay.”
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, if I might say a few words in
regard to this Motion, the main points of the
Adjournment Motion are that all these persons whether
convicted, prosecuted or not prosecuted have been dealt
with under the Prevention of Terrorism Law.

They have been arrested, investigated, charged, and
trial proceedings conducted and convicted under the
Prevention of Terrorism Law, which the Government
itself admits must be repealed because its provisions are
such to raise the question whether such provisions can
ensure justice. The Law is to be repealed for the reason
that the implementation of various obnoxious provisions
in the law can only result in injustice and not justice. It is
the primary reason for the Government wanting to repeal
the Law. This is the reason for my submission that all
these persons must be released, whatever the stage of the
cases against them may be.

I will read, Sir, the commitment made by the
Government at the United Nations Human Rights
Council in the Resolution adopted on the 1st of October,
2015. The Resolution states that the United Nations
Human Rights Council welcomes the commitment of the
Government of Sri Lanka to review the Public Security
Ordinance Act and to review and repeal the Prevention of
Terrorism Act and to replace it with an anti-terrorism
legislation in accordance with contemporary international
best practices. That is the commitment made by the Sri
Lankan Government at the United Nations Human Rights
Council in regard to the repeal of the Prevention of
Terrorism Law.

These persons, Sir, have been in custody for long
periods of times; 10, 15, 20 years which would mean that
they have already been in custody for periods equivalent
to that for which they could have been sentenced if they
were sentenced shortly after they were taken into
custody. It would be unjust to continue to keep these
persons in custody. It cannot be disputed that these
persons had engaged in certain activities for political
reasons or purposes. These cases have a political
dimension. It was the failure to evolve an acceptable
resolution to the national question that resulted in these
persons engaging in certain activities that constitute the
offences that they are being charged with. It has a
political dimension. It is not a purely a legal issue. If it
has a political dimension, different considerations must
apply, particularly in the present context when
reconciliation has become the key issue facing the
country. It is imperative that this issue must also be
addressed politically and not looked at as a purely legal
issue. This issue not being addressed expeditiously is a
serious impediment to reconciliation, where the accused
persons and those sharing a commonality with them feel
that they have been treated differently.

During the JVP insurrections in the 1970s and in
1980s, persons accused of grave offences were granted an
amnesty and freed. The gravity of the offences committed
was about the same. There was a political dimension.
That was why they were granted an amnesty. The
accused persons want to know why they are being treated
differently. This different treatment constitutes a serious
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impediment to reconciliation. The families of these
persons in custody have been without the assistance of
their breadwinners for long periods of time. They have
undergone immense sufferings and that too is a serious
impediment to reconciliation.

An unnecessary complication has been added to the
issue by three cases being transferred from Vavuniya to
Anuradhapura. These cases have apparently been
transferred to ensure the safety of witnesses. It is strongly
submitted that the safety of witnesses could have been
ensured without the cases being transferred.
Consequently, the prisoners concerned are carrying out a
fast and the condition of their health has become a matter
of concern.

These are Tamil prisoners from the North-East who
have a knowledge of Tamil only and do not have a
knowledge of Sinhala. The language of the Courts in
Vavuniya is Tamil while the language of the Courts in
Anuradhapura is Sinhala. As per the Constitution that is
the position. The accused persons being Tamils without a
knowledge of Sinhala are constitutionally entitled to have
their cases heard in Tamil in a Court where the language
is Tamil and their cases being transferred to
Anuradhapura where the language of the Court is Sinhala
is a violation of their constitutional right. As accused
persons, they should not be denied the right to fully
comprehend the entirety of the case presented against
them. Transfer of the cases to Anuradhapura where the
language of the Court is Sinhala denies them that right.
By such transfer they are also denied of legal counsel of
their choice. These factors are tantamount to a denial of
justice.

The prisoners concerned also ask that the decision to
transfer their cases to Anuradhapura from Vavuniya be
rescinded and I do urge that all persons taken into custody
under the Prevention of Terrorism Law be released.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, before I conclude, I would like
to say a few things. There is a strong feeling amongst the
Tamil people that these prisoners were in custody under
the Prevention of Terrorism Law and they are in custody
because they have committed certain offences related to
the non-resolution of the national question; all these
persons are being charged  for various offences
committed because there was a conflict in this country
between the citizens who constitute the people of this
country; they are not persons who are alleged to have
committed offences for personal benefit; there was a
political dimension to it and when there was similarly an
instance earlier on, in the 1970s and 1980s, when there
was the JVP insurrection which also had a political
dimension more economic than social or political, all of
them were granted amnesty and they were freed.

I observe that the Hon. Minister of Law and Order is
here. I believe he is the one who is going to answer this
Question. We do not want to confront the Government,
but we certainly want to impress upon the Government
that time has come for you to seriously address this
question. It is not sufficient to say, "there are no political
prisoners". This issue has a political dimension. All these
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persons are in custody, all these persons have been
charged and all these persons continue to be in custody
because they have committed certain offences consequent
to there being a conflict in this country in regard to the
nature of governance; in regard to the structure of
governance.

That is why they are in custody. So, you cannot deny
that these persons are in custody in relation to offences
which have a political dimension and that makes it
obligatory for you to not to look at this as a purly legal
issue. It is not merely an issue for the Attorney-General's
Department. It is an issue for the Government to handle
politically, to address politically and that is what these
prisoners quite rightly say. Even in the 1970s and the
1980s when there were JVP insurrections and very
serious crimes were committed, serious offenses were
committed, because there was a political dimension to
them. They were given an amnesty and they were all
freed. So, I do not think, Sir, that the Government should
any longer look at this question in a manner that does not
befit the seriousness of this question.

I think the time has come for the Government to
address this question seriously because the Tamil
prisoners and the Tamil people feel that the Government
is not addressing this issue seriously enough to come to
the right conclusion. So, I would appeal to the
Government on behalf of these prisoners to address this
issue seriously. I met some of the prisoners and I met
their families. The families are suffering. Those prisoners
have been in custody for 10, 15 or 20 years. If they were
sentenced shortly after they were taken into custody, they
would have finished their sentence and come out by now-
but they were not able to do that.

In regard to the prisoners transferred from Vavuniya
to Anuradhapura, you are denying them their
constitutional right to have their case heard in Tamil,
which is the provision that is provided for in the
Constitution. They have a right to have their cases heard
in Tamil. Their cases being transferred to Anuradhpura is
not fair; it is unjust and unacceptable. Therefore, I think
that all of this should be resent to Vavuniya.

So, I would earnestly appeal to the Government - 1
make this appeal especially before the Hon. Minister
answers - to give this question very serious thought and
kindly address this issue in a manner different from the
manner it was addressed hitherto. Thank you, Sir.

[6.18 p.m.]

@0 98.8. 303 BST Owmo

(LomesorLL8)@, 6TLD.67. Lo ITedT)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

I thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker, for the opportunity
to second the Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition very quickly so that the Hon.
Ministers concerned will have enough time to respond.

This issue was addressed by us as soon as there was a
change of Government; as soon as there was a change in
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Presidency in January, 2015. There were meetings
conducted in the Parliament precincts by the Hon. Prime
Minister. There were several meetings that we had with
His Excellency the President, the then Minister of Justice,
the Attorney-General and several officials, consequent to
which a certain number of detainees under the PTA were
not released, but there was a way found for them to be
released from incarceration and that is, for them to plead
guilty and lenient sentences were given followed by a
period of rehabilitation. But, such number is only about
70 to 80, I believe. A greater number of them are still in
custody and their cases are still being dragged. There was
a special court set up in Colombo and a special judge was
appointed as a Commissioner of High Court and still, the
cases before that court are not concluded. Now, the
Government might say that there are various reasons for
that; they might say that the defence counsel is obtaining
dates.

But, the more important question, the political
question, that the Hon. Leader of the Opposition has
moved in this Motion has not been addressed: why are
Tamil prisoners who are said to have indulged in crimes
motivated by political objectives still being pursued under
the law when such Sinhala prisoners, in the early 70s and
the late 80s, were released? Once those agitations came to
an end in those days, no legal proceedings were pursued
against them. That is the important political question that
the Tamil people are asking today. It begs the question,
“Is it because these are Tamil prisoners that you are still
pursuing and you are being legalistic, even insisting upon
the Attorney-General’s right to transfer the cases from
one court to another, from one judicial zone to another?”
What is significant is the fact that in the first judicial
zone, the proceedings are in Tamil and their attorneys,
who by the choice of those prisoners, can represent them,
but in the other zone, they do not understand the language
in which the proceedings are conducted and they cannot
retain lawyers of their choice. So, their legal rights are
seriously being affected.

Recently, I raised this issue with His Excellency the
President in the presence of the Hon. Minister of Justice
and the Hon. Deputy Minister of Justice, who is here
today. At that meeting, a senior official of the Attorney-
General’s Department stated an emblematic issue. He told
the President that a particular lady who was accused of
the attempted assassination of the former President
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga spent seventeen-
and-a-half years in jail before being released for lack of
evidence. There was no evidence against her at all. Yet
for all, the case went on for seventeen-and-a-half long
years, at the end of which she was released. That is
emblematic of the problem that one faces under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act because there is no bail
available. The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha has said
this time and again, as a lawyer he knows. In the late §0s,
he has appeared for many accused under the PTA. The
only piece of evidence there is, is the supposed confession
of the accused; there is no other evidence. The police do
not conduct investigations and all of us know how those
confessions are extracted from these suspects.
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So, two-and-a-half years or almost three years after
the change of regime, we are still discussing this and
naturally, our people have begun to question the bona
fides ofthe Government in respect of this matter.

Thank you.

®0; Bewdss D206

(reryllg Urdld surbmusi Seuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran and Hon. Sivasakthi
Ananthan also requested for time to speak. But, we have
only five minutes left before the Hon. Minister starts. So,
if any one of those two Hon. Members want to speak, I
can give only five minutes to present the TNA's point of
view. - [Pause.] Since no one is willing to speak, will the
Hon. Ministers speak?

OO OE OB Owm (BBw ® 08¢ esw
3B em 308D @@ ®)

(wrepTyllg Frae) rEHBruss - FUL (P QUBIGD WwHMILD
QAspe oLlalnss] Sfeiwdei)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka - Minister of Law and Order
and Southern Development)

Sir, I will speak first.

®0 Bewdss D206

(reryflg Urdld surbmusi Syeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Will you be taking the whole time left, Hon. Minister?

OO BIOE O NG Dvmo
(LomeRTLdlg FTH6V TSHBTUISS)
(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)
Yes.

®0; Bewdss D206
(reryllg Urdld surbmusi Syeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Then, you have almost 25 minutes.

[6.24p.m.]

B3 BIOE OB D0

(wredTyl@h FTH TdhBTiidhs)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I am going to take this up
twofold. One will be about the detainees and what part of
it I can cover, I will cover. Then, I will move on to the
new legislation that we are trying to work out to replace
the PTA. I will just give some details on the process of
what has happened.

First, let me take the issue of detainees. On the 08" of
January, 2015, there were 108 suspects in custody under
the PTA and the Hon. Sumanthiran referred to this. [ am
trying not to confuse this. Of those 108, 40 have been
granted bail; 11 are in remand; 27 have been released; 25
- on the basis that you said - have been sent to
rehabilitation; four have been passed on guilty verdicts in
their court hearings and one had actually died of a heart
attack while he was in prison custody.
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So, that constitutes those 108. But some progress did
take place. The issue arises with the AG having instituted
legal action and there being proceedings in the high court.
They were sent to rehabilitation, and wherever possible
they were released. But the other cases are fairly serious.
In some of these cases, Hon. Deputy Speaker, we find that
the defence lawyers are not doing their bit as well. In fact,
there was one occasion when the Solicitor General, Mr.
Suhada Gamlath, called up all the defence lawyers and
said, “Do your bit also to work through these cases.” So, |
know we have been discussing, but let us have another
chat about it outside some time, and see how we can
speed up these high court cases.

There are 74 of them remaining at the moment. The
breakdown of those by the year of arrest is: 2 in 1997; 2
in 2005;7 in 2006, 2 in 2007, 14 in 2008, 23 in 2009, 05
in 2010, 7 in 2011, 4 in 2012, 03 in 2014, 4 in 2015 and 1
in 2016.

@0 8.8, g@sIBST Swmo

(Lo mevorLy L@ 6TLD.6T. &LofbBlredr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

In 1997, if there were only two -

®S BHOE OB DV

(wreRTyll@h FTEHeV r&brudhs)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

I agree. 1 take your point. But, it is in the court
process. Of them, 7 are Sinhalese, 63 are Tamils and 4
are Muslims. So, terrorism is not only targeting the
Tamils. There are 18 cases that are pending action by the
Attorney-General. So, we are working with the AG to
institute action as fast as possible. Now, the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition also spoke of moving some of these
cases from Vavuniya to Anuradhapura and its effects.
Actually, I believe, this was done in very good faith. It
may not be working out, but the reason was to have two
special courts, one in Colombo and the other in
Anuradhapura, to hear through only the PTA cases and
expedite them. If there is a problem with that, let us
discuss it. We will wait for the Justice Minister to return
and discuss it with her as well as the Minister of Prison
Reforms. Let us work out the way forward on these cases
so that we get the 74 cases heard quickly.

®O GrsDeCT8w® wd®uxi¢st Owvmo

(wrewTyll@ rreeuGrrGuid &ibLibgeoT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Hon. Minister, the point that I have made, and I have
repeatedly made, is that you yourself admit that the
Prevention of Terrorism Law is an obnoxious law and it
must be repealed. That is a commitment you made to the
United Nations Human Rights Council. Now, all these
persons have been arrested under that law; they have
been investigated under that law; confessions have been
extracted under that law; they have been charged under
that law; proceedings have been conducted in court under
that law and they have been convicted under that law.
This is the law which you admit as obnoxious, draconian
and must be repealed. How on earth can persons be
continued to be held in custody under the Prevention of
Terrorism Law? The whole thing must be wiped out.
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You say the law is bad, not a law that ensures justice
being done, on the contrary, is a law that ensures that
injustice is done by the accused persons; then you must
release those persons. And, the question we raise further
is, you will not dispute the fact that in every one of these
cases, the accused person is being charged with an
offence that he has committed for political reasons - not
for personal benefit - largely because the national issue
had not been addressed and resolved in an acceptable
way.

If there is a political dimension, it must be looked at
politically. In the 1970s, in the 1980s, during the JVP
insurrection, prisoners were released because there was a
political dimension. Why do you not look at it in that
way? Giving us numbers in regard to persons in custody
is not helpful. You must look at it from the point of view
of, one, the Prevention of Terrorism Law being repealed
and consequently all steps taken under that law must be
regarded as invalid; two, political dimension must be
addressed. It is a political issue.

We are becoming unpopular amongst our people
because our people feel that we are not standing up for
them, that we are not impressing upon the Government
that the Government must act in this matter. Therefore,
we want a decision in regard to this matter at the earliest.
In the course of the next one week or ten days, there
must be a decision made on the basis that there is a
political dimension and the Prevention of Terrorism Law
is bad, everything done under that law is bad.

OO BIOE OB NG Dvmo

(wreTyL)@ FTH ToHBTdhs)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

You must listen to me, Sir. [ have tremendous respect
for you. I told you at the beginning my answer is going to
be two-fold. One is about the detainees; two is what we
are going to do with the new law. But, if you go through
the 74 cases, I do not think you or I can take a decision
on these cases because all these have to do with
assassination attempts; people have died at the end. -
[Interruption.] 1 table* the list of these 74 cases.

These are not cases that you or I can decide on. But
we are trying to work through this. The PTA was brought
in at a time that the LTTE crisis was at a height. Now,
times have changed. Terrorism has changed; the threats
on Sri Lanka have moved with times and we are looking
at the current day threats. In that context, we started
looking at a new law. The Hon. Prime Minster appointed
a Committee. I chaired most of those meetings. We
started drafting what is called "Counter Terrorism Bill".
Along with that, we want to follow it up with a further
Bill called "Organized Crime Prevention Bill" and that
will handle matters that are outside of terrorism, that are
related to organized crimes, and maybe, a further Bill
will come in to handle drugs and narcotics.

* gedmmoced P g o.
* BralleweViSSlel swerdssLILIL (BeireTs).
* Placed in the Library.



1131 28Ee®xInd

[0St @ooE d¥Bwm @Hnn]

As far as the Counter Terrorism Bill is concerned, we
did a draft concept paper, went to Cabinet and Cabinet
approved it to coming to the Sectoral Oversight
Committee. The Sectoral Oversight Committee gave its
views, then it came back to the Committee. The
Committee met with various resource personnel,
international organizations, the UN, the Counter
Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate, the EU and
various people gave their comments. We had local
discussions, and we reworked the framework, went back
to the Cabinet and the Cabinet approved it to go in for
drafting to the Legal Draftsman. The Legal Draftsman has
started work on it.

But, however, the draft CTA concept paper still
requires a little more work. I have been waiting to talk to
a few more stakeholders on it. Some of them were
overseas. We were waiting for them to come back. Some
areas require a simpler clearer language. There are some
sections that will not meet everyone’s liking. Some will
say the safeguards are excessive and some will say they
are inadequate. There will always be two sides to a story.
But I want to assure this House that the Government is
striving to produce a Bill that will safeguard national
security taking into account the current threats of
terrorism and current international standards. We will
work this out, go back to the Cabinet and with the Cabinet
approval complete the drafting process with the Legal
Draftsman. We hope to bring this to this House as a Bill
by early next year at which time we can discuss it in the
House as well, and it will be open to debate and then
amendments can be moved during the discussion.

But, let me assure you that we are doing this not
because of any international pressure or anything. We
have to do it for the people of this country, whichever
corner of the country they may come from and to
safeguard them from terrorism. The threat of terrorism at
the moment is not the threat of terrorism we had 10, 20 or
30 years ago.

OC] GosDeCI8w® es®uxiest Dwmo
(wrepryfl@ rreeuGrmSuwitd &b LibgeiT)
(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

298 BSecds.
TUWBSTI:
rose.

®F EOE OB BNGZ DHm

(wmesTLll@ FraHev TdhbTiidhs)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

Sir, may I finish, please? -[Interruption.] I cannot give
you time because I want to finish my speech after which
you may speak. So, on that basis, a new Counter
Terrorism Bill will be worked out and presented in this
House.

@O C250@CI8w® w®urIesy Swmo

(wretLydlg TTereu@rrsuwid FibLhgeor)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Why can you not at least repeal that order and let the
cases be heard in Vavuniya?
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OO BIOE OB 5NGE Dvmo

(wreTyL)@ FTHO ToHBTdhs)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

I am sure, the Deputy Minister of Justice will reply to the
Hon. Sampanthan’s concern about transferring some of the
cases from Vavuniya to Anuradhapura. Honestly, this was
done in good faith. It was done in order that these
proceedings could be heard continuously so that these 74
cases are finished quickly. It is not only in Vavuniya, there
is another court in Colombo. But, if there are any issues with
that, [ am sure, we can discuss them. The Deputy Minister of
Justice is here and he will answer. But, to be honest, we are
working on this and we want you also to work through this
with us. We understand your problems and we have
tremendous respect for your concerns and for you, Sir. But,
we have to work through this. There are all sides to this
problem which have to be ironed out.

®0; Bewdss 125062

(reryllg Urdld surbmusi Syeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

O Boewdss HOBROB, amcdyced »E eosIde
Bes BodvewrsI® e Yy vv ydn e O & awd w® B
2000 wmB DDV Bwemdr 5O, IR0 & B8EIO
e 980un mosisy yoosy.

®©0] 9D.408. 008 @I Pwmo (¢Bwoen Bewdehs

3@ ® w1 P e Bewdus ¢g@imsn®)

(wmenTLdl@ 6TdF. Qi FTTd Hahs - B LIrs SjewivdFmb

YsgpFraer Ulrd oenwiFmLp)

(The Hon. H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha - Deputy Minister of

Justice and Deputy Minister of Buddha Sasana)

It is actually about the protection of the witnesses. But
we can work on it. So, on the request to the Attorney-
General -

®C GosOe0T8w® wd®wxiesy Swmo

(wrepTyll@ rregeu@rmgwib &L1bLibgeoT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Witnesses have to be given protection. Why can you
not -[Interruption.]

O OD.48. 008 O™ Owmo

(omeRTLdlg 6TEF. DT, FTTS HIHLOHS )

(The Hon. H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha)

Certainly, we have to go with the practical issues also
and we will work on it. On the request to the Attorney-
General, this decision had been made. So, we can actually
discuss this matter.

B3 BIOE OB D0

(reRTy)@h FTHD TdHbTidhs)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

Why do you not sit together with the AG and the
Minister of Justice and work it out? -[Interruption.]

6 Bewrdss D206

(oresryflg rdld surprwsi ojeurssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What the Hon. Sampanthan is saying is that when the
cases are heard in the Sinhala language, since that it not a
dedicated court for this particular matter, obviously there
will be a language problem. So, Hon. Minister, you can
discuss this matter again.
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OO BHOE OBBNGZ v

(reRTll@h FTHeV r&BbTudhs)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

I think his point is well taken. But, I still believe that
we did it in good faith. Let us sort it out by having a
discussion on Thursday.

©0 98.8. @RS Owmo

(womevdrLyfl@ 6TLD.6T. Lo Flredr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

With regard to all the issues that have arisen, we will
meet immediately and discuss.

@O 62506 I8we® d®urIesy Svmo
(wrepryl@ rreeuGrmSuid &ibLibgeiT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

We will have to meet and come to a finality.

®O BHOE OB BNGZ v
(wresTLll@ FTH6V TdHbTILI&SS)
(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)
We will meet on Thursday.

®0] Bewds Or50E )

(wrewryllg rdd FuThTWST Sj6uTdeir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

So, if the Hon. Minister is not available, the Hon.
Deputy Minister and his officials can facilitate a meeting,
because this is a matter that comes under the Ministry of
Justice more than the Ministry of Law and Order and
Southern Development.

B3 OE OBB5NG2 DWwDo

(oreTyll@h FTHV rdhBTuIdhd)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

So, we will invite them to a meeting in Parliament on
Thursday. -[Interruption.]

®0] Bewds OrznEm &)

(wressryllg Urdld surprusi ojauissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Swaminathan, do you want to add something to
this? We have a few more minutes to adjourn.

[6.36p.m.]

@6, .98, £SDBxnes’  Owme (ASTABN®C
yBwsetdmO e, PYOHT 8D, 53dm 888 HABO w0
BsYg 208 MO 3Lamun )

(orewsryfl@  1g.6TiD.  FUTWIBTST -  Fe»DFFTEOVLHET
wmIFremwliy, yerieuripeuefliiy, 1FergyCummid wmHmib
[ELETLES

OIIUVSET S EHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan - Minister of Prison Reforms,

Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker, for giving me this
opportunity of speaking.

I think, the Hon. Minister of Law and Order and
Southern Development has made it very clear. I have also
in my personal manner, although it does not come within
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my ambit as a Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation,
Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs, discussed this
matter many times with the Attorney-General’s
Department. As the Hon. Minister has very clearly said,
there are 74 indictments that are pending and today those
indictments are being heard most expeditiously as far as
the courts are concerned. I was even assured that the
postponements are not more than two weeks from the
date of hearing. As far as the transfer of these cases, in
fact, I took this up also with the Attorney-General
unofficially and he is under the impression that if there is
any matter as far as language is concerned, they are
willing to give proper translators to help the witnesses. -
[Interruption.]

®0 98.8. 30 BST Owmo

(Lo mevsTL) L8 6TLD.6T. FrLofhglredr)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

This is about law and order. The Deputy Minister of
Justice says that we can discuss it.-[Interruption. ]

@G 8.08. 80185%¢5T Owmo
(LomeusTLL0)@ 19--6TLD. GreuTLE)H T &6hT)
(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

So, I have no objection. -[Interruption.] Excuse me.

Did I say that you cannot discuss the matter? I have never
said that. Do not barge into this. I only said what the
Attorney-General’s Department mentioned to me. -
[Interruption.] Let me speak. -[Interruption. ]

@O Gr5DeGI8w® w®urIesT Bwvmo

(wrepTydl@ rregeuGrmg b ibLibgeoT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

These are Tamil persons who do not know Sinhala. -
[Interruption.]

@0 8.98. 8Dr8s%0¢sT Owmo

(LomeasrLLB@ 19--6TLD. SreumLO)H T &6hT)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

As far as the political prisoners are concerned there is
one issue which I would like to mention. I am in charge
of the prisons and I keep checking everyday with the
doctors and they say they have been treated. When the
prisoners are weak, they are being taken to the hospitals.
They are given saline. Presently, even after 21 days of
hunger strike they are in good health. They are under
total care with the prison officers and they have also been
kept in such a way that there is no threat to their health or
any issues as far as their lives are concerned. So, these
are the few things that I have to mention. As far as my
Ministry is concerned, we have taken the steps.

®C GosOe0T8w® w®wxiesy Swmo

(wrepTyll@ rregeu@rmgwib &LbLibgeoT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Things are not happening the way it should happen.

@0 8.98. 8D8m0¢5T Swmo

(LoresTLf@ 1q..6TLD. SreumLlHT&6iT)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

I am sorry, that is not within my purview. But I can
respectfully speak on behalf of the prisons. [Interruption.

Thank you, Sir.
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208Ee@sIndD

gatns 8@z &Y, ews ®@» Sa.
aflsorr (BB (B) STmmYS CMsmeemLILIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

208Be0@sln0 3O enmcd ¢wa 6420, g¢ E» wws
8®8Hw ¢230, 2017 @zomddE 19 &2 GwesesHoieo & wa 10.30
O ema e fodd .
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gLy (7.0, 6.42 wenflhg LTrTEpLaTDL, YH0TS B)aTIRm UL
Bwrsggsalamnsis, 2017 spdCrmun 19, aflwmpsslpsmw ap.cs. 10.30
Lo leuswy spGBIeWU T LILIL L Ff

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.42 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on

Thursday, 19th October, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of this Day.
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