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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA SUMATHIPALA]
in the Chair.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING OF COMMONWEALTH

PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION, INTER-PARLIAMENTARY
UNION AND SAARC PARLIAMENTARIANS' ASSOCIATION
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and
Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale - Minister of Foreign

Employment)
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(The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi - State Minister of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources Development)
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(The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present a petition from Mr.
M.H. Athambawa of Al Murshid Maha Vidyalaya,
Silmiyapura, Badulla.
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(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present -

(1) a petition from Mr. AM.A. Latheef of Alhira
Muslim College Kottaramulla; and

(2) apetition from Mr. M.LLM. Siddeen of No. 31/A,
Madawakkulama, Andigama.

988 WOy 3¢ eewd® Ower esxtsd® SEIe wowm
8360200 e5;08as @z & Howlw mo» GE.

FIOTUINGHLIIL L 1069)5HWTLT CUITSILOENS EAPeyd ST FIL L &
S 1_sweruil_rii’ 1 gy.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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MINISTRIES FUNCTIONING IN STATE-OWNED BUILDINGS:
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)
@)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Will he state -

the Ministries that run their offices within

the limits of Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte
Municipal Council area;

the State-owned buildings, in which
aforesaid offices of the Ministries have
been located,;

separately, in terms of each building, the
Ministries that pay and do not pay lease;

separately, in terms of each building,
amounts of lease and service charges paid
per one square foot by aforesaid
Ministries;
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(v) whether a fee is charged for the parking
spaces of these buildings;

(vi) ifso, the aforesaid amount; and

(vii)  the method of payment calculated in terms
of the number of vehicles?

(b) Will he inform this House -

(i) the Ministries that rtun their offices
in private buildings within the limits of Sri
Jayewardenepura Kotte Municipal Council
area;

(i) the buildings in which aforesaid offices of
the Ministries have been located;

(i)  separately, in terms of each building, of the
amounts of lease and service charges paid
per one square foot of aforesaid buildings;
and

(iv) whether a fee is charged for the parking
spaces of these buildings?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Niroshan Perera - State Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy:
(@) Willhe inform this House -

(i) the number of houses in the Kilinochchi
District that had been provided with
electricity supply by the Ceylon Electricity
Board by year 1983;

(ii)  the total number of houses which have been
provided with electricity supply by now;

(i) the amount of money allocated for the
supply of electricity from year 1984 to 2009
on per year basis;

(iv) the number of houses that had been
provided with electricity supply up to year
2015 after the end of war situation in year
2009 on per year basis; and

(v) the amount of money allocated for the
supply of electricity during the period
mentioned in (iv) above on per year basis?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy :

(a) Will he inform this House -

(1) the date on which "Ratama Eliyai Andura
Duralai" national electrification programme
was commenced;

(i) separately the number of household units
for which electricity connections have been
supplied by the Ceylon Electricity Board
and Lanka Electricity Company (LECO)
(Pvt.) Ltd;

(iii)  separately, the amounts of money spent by
the Ceylon Electricity Board and Lanka
Electricity Company (LECO) (Pvt.) Ltd.
under the aforesaid programme?

(b)  Out of the households in Sri Lanka, will he also
inform this House of the percentage of households
for which electricity connections have been
provided by now?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation:

(a) Will he inform this House -

(1) separately on per depot basis, the total
number of employees employed at Sri
Lanka Transport Board in the Ratnapura
District;

(i)  separately the number of employees at each
of the aforesaid depots who have applied
for voluntary retirement with compensation;

(iii) whether payments of EPF contributions of
those employees have been made regularly
during the past period; and

(iv) the manner in which compensation will be
paid to those employees?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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@) @erGme, seir?

asked the Minister Industry and Commerce:
(@)  Ishe aware that-

(i) the loan scheme named SMILE III was
implemented for small and medium-scale
industries and micro industries on a
concessionary interest rate and with a two-
year grace period in order to empower
entrepreneurs;

(i) the Project Director published newspaper
advertisements on 10™ July 2016 and gave
publicity regarding granting of loans;
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(i) even though ten commercial banks came
forward to grant loans under this scheme
and nearly five thousand applicants applied
for those loans, granting of loans has now
been stalled;

(iv) even though most entrepreneurs have
completed signing of deeds of security and
deeds of mortgage by making preliminary
expenses, loans have not been granted; and

(v) this situation has resulted in improvement
of businesses and emerging businesses
being stalled while being a blow to the
national economy?

(b) Will he inform this House as to why people were
inconvenienced by  publishing  newspaper
advertisements on 10.07.2016, if granting of loans
is not possible?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen - Minister of Industry and

Commerce)

(@) (i) Yes. SMILE III is a revolving fund loan
scheme which has been implemented since
2012. Fund allocated to this loan scheme
was Rs. 11.2 billion with interest. The
account is maintained with the Central
Bank.

(i) Yes. The Project Director did publish
newspaper advertisements to make the
public aware of the existence of such a loan
scheme.  Otherwise, they would have not
known about the loan scheme.

(ii})  Since 2012, the Project Management Unit

has received 13,385 applications out of
which 11,309 applications have been
selected as eligible to consider granting of
loan by the respective Committees.
The Project Management Unit has already
granted loans, through the selected banks, to
2,530 applicants amounting to Rs. 11,200
million.

(iv) Does not arise in view of the answer to (a)
(iil) above.

(v) This situation has neither affected any
business nor is a blow to the national
economy. The loan scheme contributes for
the uplift of the national economy. Already
2,530 small and medium-scale industries
have been benefitted by this loan scheme.

(b) People were not inconvenienced by the
publication of the advertisement. They came to
know about the loan scheme only through this
advertisement. [ assure the Hon. Members of this
august Assembly that each and every eligible
applicant will be granted loans through this
scheme. However, time delay is unavoidable due
to immediate non-availability of funds.

(¢) Does not arise.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)
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But, this is a very special loan scheme. It is very unfortunate
that once a person asks for a loan under this Scheme, it is
granted under the regular scheme. This has happened. And,
if I ask for a loan of Rs. 100,000, first they approve it, but
they grant only Rs. 50,000. So, Hon. Deputy Speaker, I am
asking the Hon. Minister whether he is aware of these
things.

@S Bewdss mDN5NEHR
(oresryllg WIrdld surprusi jeuigs)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen )
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)

©C0; Boewdss m»ONemR®A, @¢dm gnc yEme
o®esd. @® SMILE III scheme ¢z o»¥. SMILE I and
SMILE 1II have already been finished. Then, you should
have an assessment of how many loan applications you will
receive and how much seed capital you all have. All those
have to be taken into consideration. I feel that you have not
taken these factors into consideration. Otherwise this will not
flop. This Scheme is a flop.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

06 #1©8n®A, what is the interest rate of the loan?
Everything depends on the interest rate.

@G B DBY2sT Owmo
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(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen )

It is less than the rates of other loans.

@S Bewdss mD5NEHR

(oresryllg Wrdld surprusi jeuiss)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Can you specifically say what the special interest rate
of the loans is? - [Interruption]

@S 8¢S Bp®mw®H Dvmo

(et i@ allgip alldalrwbrudss)

(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, that was the expectation.

®6; Bewdss D150
(oreryflg Urdld surbmusi Syeuiss)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Exactly.

@6 8¢S BDn®mwm Dvmo

(oressrLfl@ allgip aléalrbrdss)

(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)

But it is not happening. This is granted as a regular
loan.

®0; Bewdss mD12506e2 )

(oresryllg Wrdld surprusi jeuiss)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

People are expecting a concessionary rate.
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(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen )

We are recommending loans only under the SMILE
III Scheme. If you have any applications, please let me
know and I will look into it.
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(@) @) Cpe, sre?

asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy:
(@)  Will he state-

(i) the number of windmills installed in Sri
Lanka;

(i) the price at which a unit of electricity is
obtained from those power plants by the
Ceylon Electricity Board separately in
relation to each power plant; and

(i) out of those windmills, the power plants
that belong to the L.T.L. Holdings (Pvt)
Limited,;
(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the price at which a unit of electricity is
supplied to the Ceylon Electricity Board by
the new windmills being erected at
Elephant Pass;

(i) whether the Government has taken steps to
obtain a unit of electricity from windmills at
a lowest rate; and

(i)  if so, in what manner?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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* Annex tabled:

;: CEz:zf Developer's Name Name of Facility C?:Aivdw Present Year Tariff Area Project

) (Rs./kWh) Type
1| 2420 |Senok Wind Power (Pvt) Ltd Mampuri I WPP 10,000 62| Puttalam WP
2| 3060 ivu Wind Power (Pvt) Ltd Seguwantivu WPP 10,000 2611 Puttalam WP
3| 3050 |Vi i Wind Power (Pvt) Ltd Vidatamunai WPP 10.000 2611 Puttalam we
4| 3540 |Vallibel Willwind (Pvt) Ltd Willpita WPP 0850 2307 Kehawatta | WP
5 | 2440 |Nirmalapura Wind Power (Pvt) Ltd Nirmalapura WPP 10.000 2156 Puttalam wp
6 | 4030 |Ace Wind Power (Pvt) Ltd Ambewela WPP 3000 1943 Nuwara Eliya | WP
7 | 3040 |Powergen Lanka (Pt) Ltd Uppudaluwa WPP 10,000 2567 Puttalam wp
8 | 3300 |Dajly Life Renewable Energy (Pvt) Ltd Madurankuliya WPP 10.000 2166 Puttalam | WP
9 | 2430 [Pavan Danavi (Pvt) Ltd Kalpitiya WPP 9.800 2567 Puttalam WP
10| 2450 |Nala Dhanavi (Pvt) Ltd Erumbukkudal WPP 4.800 2143 Puttalam | WP
11| 4500 |Senok Wind Energy (Pvt) Ltd Mampuri II WPP 10.000 1943 Puttalam WP
12| 4510 |Senok Wind Resource (Pvt) Ltd Mampuri IIT WPP 10,000 1943 Puttalam wp
13 | 5680 |Joul Power (Pvt) Ltd Puloppalai WPP 10,000 2126 Kilinochchi | WP
14| 5670 |Beta Power (Pvt) Ltd Vallimunai WPP 10.000 2126 Kilinochchi | WP
15| 4890 |Musalpetti Wind Power (Pvt) Ltd Musalpetti WPP 10.000 1943 Puttalam | WP
Total Capacity 128,450

* 008 &89 ® gedmmeed ¢ may ¢ ».]
[B)55 B)ewenrLiL) BrsD BlewevwSBRLh swerdssLiLIL Hlsirsng)]
[This annex is also placed in the Library.]
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asked the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation:
(@) Ishe aware that -

() an annual lease amount is charged from the
residents who have been residing in the
lands belonging to the Department of
Railways in Haputale for over 75 years up
to now;

(i) the annual lease amount which stood at
Rs.75 toRs. 80 in 1970 hasbeen increased
up to Rs.10,000 to Rs. 25,000 at present;

(ii})  while people who are residing in one part of
the land have been awarded through deeds
the title to the lands they are residing in,
some others who are residing in another
part of the same land have been required to
pay a lease amount; and

(iv) they have been asked to vacate their lands,
if they do not pay the lease?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether steps will be taken to reduce the
lease amount that is currently charged from
the aforesaid persons who have been
residing in those lands since 1930; and

(i) whether necessary steps will be taken to
grant those lands to the persons who are
residing in them?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern

Development:

(a) Is he aware that -

(1) there have been reports which state that a
retired intelligence officer in Kegalle had
committed suicide claiming in a confession
that it was he who killed journalist Lasantha
Wickrematunge; and

(i) the Deputy Minister of Power and
Renewable Energy had stated in a special
media release that it is suspicious whether
the death of the aforesaid retired officer is
an act of committing suicide or a murder?

(b) Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a post-mortem has been carried out
on the dead body of the aforesaid retired
intelligence officer;

(ii) if so, the conclusion reached by the doctors
about the aforesaid death;

(ii)) the cause of the death of the intelligence
officer, if it was not an act of committing
suicide; and

(iv) the nature of legal action that has been
taken against those who are responsible for
the death of the intelligence officer?

(c) Willhe also inform this House -

() whether an inquiry would be conducted
about the statement that has been made by
the aforesaid Deputy Minister as a
responsible citizen; and

(i) of the present situation of the investigations
carried out into the killing of Joumalist
Lasantha Wickrematunge?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

We will take this up at the Party Leaders' Meeting.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

We will take it up at the Party Leaders' Meeting. But,
Hon. Deputy Speaker, this is a matter of violating the
Standing Orders.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You are talking about a decision taken by the Hon.
Speaker.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
No, no.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You just mentioned that. So, I cannot give a ruling.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

The Speker or anyone in the Chair cannot violate
Standing Orders in this manner. Hon. Deputy Speaker,
you know that all of us agreed at the Party Leaders'
Meetig to take up this Adjournment Motion.
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It is very clear.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

We will take it up first at the Party Leaders' Meeting.
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BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, I move,

"That the proceedings on Item No. 1 of Public Business appearing
on the Order Paper of the Parliament be exempted at this day’s
sitting from the provisions of the Standing Order No. 23 of the
Parliament."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the House, you have eight minutes.
You can make your speech now if you wish. Otherwise,
the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran will start.

@0 exvd QeadED Swvmo

(wrevsryllg HBarey @ ewreuiHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

®©0; Bowdss mOznemn®8, Sod cdewnisamed ewd
83 BBO ememryMO vvS & 3B IO websitesDEsY Do
BB o 5B YR WE9. [P0 BEO]

®6; Bewdss D206

(orevorflg Urdld surpbmusi Syeuiss)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sumanthiran, you can commence your speech.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, the Government has placed
before this House for debate the Proclamation by His
Excellency the President declaring as essential public
service under the Essential Public Services Act, No. 61 of
1979, the supply or distribution of fuel including
petroleum products and gas and all services, work, labour
of any description whatsoever, necessary or required to
be done in connection with the discharge, carriage,
landing, storage, delivery and removal of oil or fuel from
vessels within any port as defined for the purpose of the
Customs Ordinance. This is being done under the
Essential Public Services Act, No. 61 of 1979, a very
important Proclamation. There was trouble in this House
yesterday with regard to the strike action that had been
commenced by the employees of the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation.  Sir, I would like to congratulate the
President for declaring the supply of fuel as an essential
service in this particular context.

It is an important Debate that we are entering today in
this House. For long years, we have supported the right of
trade unions to resort to legitimate trade union action. I
do not think any Hon. Member of this House from either
side of the divide will dispute that workers in this country
must have right to join and take trade union action,
collective action, so that the rights - their rights, rights of
the industries that they are engaged in - are protected.
But, there comes a time when one asks the question as to
whether the pendulum has swung the other way a little
too much and today, I think, is an opportune moment to
ask that question. Inasmuch as we all recognize and
would want to protect the rights of workmen of the labour
force of this country, we would also like to see that
sacrosanct rights of theirs being exercised in a very
responsible and constructive manner. It is a matter of
regret that we see strike action at the drop of a hat
belittling the most potent weapon in the hands of the
workforces.

Trade union action has many facets to it. The Trade
Union Ordinance, which is an old piece of legislation
declares those rights. Article 14 of the Constitution very
clearly protects the rights of workers to join and take
trade union action. But, it must be legitimate and
responsible trade union action. I believe, I am expressing
the general sense of disillusionment of the people of this
country today when they see various organizations
calling themselves trade unions resorting to what they
term "trade union action", but in effect political action, to
cripple the functioning of the country.

The leading group of this is the Government Medical
Officers’ Association, a group of professionals who ought
to know better, who is said to have taken an oath - an
ancient responsible oath - but who behave in this country
worse than even criminals at times. I say these words
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advisedly and with responsibility, because if you deny
medical attention to those who require it, then that is
criminal negligence and you do it to attain your own
selfish objectives - I would say, it is worse than criminal.
I will not say all the medical professionals, but, today,
certainly those who have taken control of this association
called the GMOA, are often holding the country to
ransom. This feature has been there for quite some time; it
is not something arose yesterday, and they have used this
important resource that has been bestowed on them by the
taxpayers of this country, because they have gone through
the tertiary education, they have gone through the medical
education in this country for free. The whole country has
paid for that. Why? Because we want doctors, we want
health professionals attending to the sick. We have what
most countries in the world do not have and that is free
medical care. To sustain that industry we produce doctors,
and all the people of this country - even those who do not
pay direct taxes but everyone in this country pay indirect
taxes - even the poorest contribute towards that medical
education and they behave in this most irresponsible
manner.

When [ saw the gazette notification with regard to
workers in the fuel supply area I wondered about the
medical professionals. Of course, you do not have to
declare that as an essential service. Everybody knows that
medical services are essential. You do not have to have a
gazette notification calling it an essential service. They
know it better than anyone else for they take that oath, the
Hippocratic Oath and dare behave in this fashion actually
putting the lives of people physically and literally at
stake. I personally know people who have died for lack of
medical attention in the last couple of months whenever
GMOA has gone on strike for some flimsy reason or
another.

I am not saying that strike action is always irrelevant.
There may be times when that is necessary, not only for
doctors but even for others. There may be times that it is
necessary and we must safeguard that right of the
workers. But the tragedy today in this country is that the
workers themselves are putting that right at risk. They
will no longer have that right if they abuse that right; if
they behave in a fashion that is most irresponsible. There
are many actions that are taken as trade union actions.
Lockout is what the employer can do but strike is the
ultimate weapon. It is not the first thing that you do. But
the tragedy, as I said, today is the trade unions do not
know of any other trade union action. They do not know
that they must give notice of trade union action. They do
now know that they have to start with different kinds of
protests and that if nothing works, if everything fails-

®0 Bewds mOrznED )
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A process.
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Yes, there has to be a process. If everything fails, it is
only then, you take this extreme step of going on strike.
Transport is, in fact, essential to the life of the

community. You cripple that - even if it is some
legitimate concern that you have, then those must be
addressed first. There must be discussions held and
constructive engagement must be entered into. In the
context of what is happening today, I do not believe that
strike action is appropriate even as a last resort for the
demands that these trade unions have put forward. That is
a matter that concerns the economy of this country, the
relationship this country has with other countries, the
serious debt this country has been committed to and the
Government’s action to come out of that debt - a whole
host of issues, not just a very narrow issue about
Hambantota, Trincomalee or anything like that. It has to
be looked at from broader concept.

These persons may be stakeholders; I do not deny that.
They may be stakeholders, but there are many more

stakeholders. In fact, the whole country, all the people of

the country, are stakeholders in this and in order to
achieve their narrow political objectives to resort to strike
action is criminal and I am glad the Government, at least
now, has taken swift action to declare it as an essential
service. Declaring it as an essential service is not
sufficient, but stern action must be taken to enforce the
Proclamation that this is an essential service. Not only
this, even the other areas that are essential to the life of
the community must be treated as such and it is
unfortunate that such action has to be resorted to. But, in
the context where persons behave in this irresponsible
manner, we believe the Government is left with no other
option, but to use the law which provides for such action.
Thank you.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed.

1.30  wewfls g

320 O eEHOYBw

(2_gaild GeFwevreri BTwSLD)

(Assistant Secretary-General)

WO €0 YT BT 0w OO O FOTwm Yo e3¢0
©0 @550 Cwmed »HOE ewdssw »OEIH.

926

o6 CBEOS AB8adE Dwmo

(orewrLfl@ svgagLosst HliflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

"©0 CB BeDERD OTER® Y Ruwmw 0B gna'
8 ® ewddnsy WD,

gadma S@eszy @ExY, ews e3O@m Se.
aflearir G (5) s7mmYs Gl TeTemLILIL L g.
Question put, and agreed to.

2200 OS5 B BWOEDY ONm FEreszdacze) Ses.

GYBEITLIG, LOTHTLING V5B SOUUTHET QYUTHOT HEWVHLD
UBIGHTT 6.

Whereupon THE HON. LUCKY J AYAWARD ANA took the Chair.

@0 R0 BIEn S

(oreTLLfl@ SemVLSTHIGD 2 mirIfleTi Sjeuigseir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©G »8sT ymorTg Owm.

[@.%0. 1.30]

®G; »8s7 ymrlg Pwme (8¢ weedn o S8OE
@IBR BYEDO gL sye)
(oresryllg  anflesr  uferThg - CBTEMVSESTL TLS6T

LwHMID 148 L 60 2 I S L eOIDLIL] QUFSB6T HeHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando - Minister of Telecommunication

and Digital Infrastructure)

G0N0 ©O OEROAB, e® OO Do Om
DICCIDD 0wiLEDE 08 ¢ 8 wimdd mosTes’. ©®
0o wHIEE C¥6 AR ux O gfdy ot OB
eOmE®IO Ced ®BOS e Bevm  §ido,
" HO® 0@ weRRO0 ewisies Beamd" BeEs. ®
28D DRWO v  ¢Deed 8O Ced yummsInDaics 88n
WOSTHO T »o8x D8 WOEYH WS e e
SO0 WRVCEHE @ edsImHO 805 oo, o0®w
yhmsIndices @B B ¢, FHO 0@ mwmesied
BOOWOe B padi)d 0@ Bled 00 wmEmD
©® Ced 0m® MmOy BONS ®OSw BB WOBIHO
Yen, mOBO BB y@m @t @B em0edsiesy e® BEwmesy
»Osled Ew BrFdOm emmimdig, Gev® TN
yosIndicw OF FBeDEE, Dew® mHHO c@ummnie
@m0 ouWnd BwE. «@® 83ox ed w® DO
clowdsen 8g HOO Hewo 0015 QSO BBnio
8D 005Im0 »0x oxmn. 0w clowdveamne BT
BT D 8BBwn §ERowr0die) ©C; OIEROA. DarBw
088 clowlseme BIO Psied a8Bew. YT @®ds
2BO@S 0eDsY 0GRl 18O Weg e oW, e
8O @Be? @8 da onfGi® om gnd. ¢8 o®d
250G 08D0sT e BE®BIenT ¢B?

®0 eud ™M WE god O OWFOGET BB ecorr s
o® BEed uw@8 mer. vy Bw e e 983mcEdE
By y@myw 48 mo. 9efB88mEdE Bedm 9O yamwd
Bwe® ©wdDd, wimdd WERO DO Bewc®nl Bywri.
E m»On 5301 B 0wd. & ydm® Hevd® emdud OB,
& amonc o® strike O g @® strike ded Be»H®
e@iwte? wimdL®w Bug®n OMemO @O ednsIEm
Do @0o. & BERCD 0vic® Begyyd »B, Sod ¢dedd
@® cdondeamun OO clouisens 8w HIed mYe
Bom O s EE0 @by .



927 2017 48 27 928

© 00 WI0HWD OO g¥ewEcr o® 8cdx
8B MOTHO BBy, §Eoes2Gie) ©O OEROA. Sod
Dot 00 amlee® mosim, emb®ens o, ©®
DO1€H EOIHHOO 0 WS OFe? AW B0 ©5NeOE,
©® aedt)D D0 videdd g ® 88t ecnsy OO o@m &8¢
WOSTHO T . 00w  @dwm DERIeBIeCHT RO
e@ummte? GedtD quwgmDd ux BEOEB. @® OO O
@Oy wosy I OFOBTD), eCImB BNE ©® GePHDO
Beadmy uBdlw 0B @mosim, @ed JO oweds
powlsmesied Redm gmbeea ¢f) WOTH, & odoE
OBV BHOB ©@® ¥y HOTesT. OF 65eBeDB) S(D
I8, 00 08t emedd Beam SuDiww eWeEBBID
2Oy WOBsT  mecwedd Dime CRITI® ged
D HBHBO WO cPwwen. 8w o@edE gy
208 8. WO cvewrdd mJS v¥m, eEndcied D@
D¥smus. OB BBs ecommed coeovws DO,
Petroleum strike &z .

5y essIOBIHO Wy, ©dewd WEEeW @ vvd
Y0 B, 8BysTed 53830 O I ¢Dedsy 8¢ 0O&.
28 »O Owewm gsimdr i Pediled EI»O
©BOCew® H1060 Gedtd mOD ® @¢w® w8 BweEo
BesTesy mHr. Ode @emy 0usIdr ecsis.

eusIdr e Om WO B 0Lew® ©xNeDR.
Oddes 00 Beamdr m»O, 1 eIy ¢l B
8500878 08w v WO BeadmryDa. rsume Gaesi)d
mced o0 Rewni® emIBury wwr v WSE By enc?
153 e8sY wwr v WO BednIDy; ©BBsY 8w
00238 ©¢5IBY WD B0,

®® ge¢ uEED Bwemdl, v WS Bedm oSy
OB @® g O dlmdws’ Heeww, ©© »O
O1d@mcwsy oBBTest BB 0. DdRmidws’ clxsimy @8
DO DO O D¥esy mwr. Odmides’ B a8
osieny 1. @8s D1dl »®, »rOPMIS BRBwO OEwWD wsiHy
o ®. JI» god yBeTBe. GEows1did 00 OIEROA,
DN B OO O BsImHO At Den® D1demIcwsy essIds
@simy ydoss Orfes O1de B BBysIO sPeB. O1de
Bows) @ed O mOTD . 8O08E WIS BT, Do,
cven 0dIn Bowsm ¢wd ® Jed Dddsl o B»D
WOBIDy @BBwis B3 DeV® WS WO YOO BBy
@® Ced 9uimds. den® B888g Bwsl e® Ced erimHd.
888¢ 8By w@w 888¢ 005y wem ¢w eI 50, I
8880w 93w ©® 5O DO BEwxIesy my1w:.

o201 ©O O F OB, Sod 8¢ Hood e@imte? &
880057 530 Betved medtlw®n 08wl wmdl. god
80F 8Bddow ©ifn®ed Facebook Live oo o
Beadma. Facebook Live dmm Bedsm m»dm® of »O8,
S 2857 wosimy . Facebook Live ©ma ¢5¥sr0d sggd
m @wtey . ©® Facebook Live dowf axdBo0 wde
2500, "gosy DwiO Orydie, ¢esT Vwd Hdae?", "mYe
oed?", "ewiB8w ©die?", "mFE WS ®dic?",
"IFBeO BEE me? aumd. nOFFeE B
emBE8ed VPO oEBs ORDE o¥vy ©d
2@ome? @8 9183 9ueEie? ©nemd o® m mosesy
»8¢? O IO #®BDCews ¥wSWO RNOYEE w-eedd
e3880d OlCed om88se 0EdEr 0wy oz, ¢
Facebook Live dma eCcicom "gosd w0 oyd?"

B gm0 Sgud Bwmrd, "52OC Vwr d5Im, KuvsIm
0", "520F 0I5, 50OC D" Bwecr. @® a8 ¢ »mD
wog! ICB B O 0Len® O, ICH G BEwO
IO 08 ¢?

¢ oo YA eus@en v DOmeE Besis .
clowdsen, O8cm e vy SGFB eudfens ©d
@58, 8 8BYens D10 WsIB). DD eI WEBEIBE? &
@MEEHIO 00m 08w edawmicmenc! & Ded edws
BYe0® H8 Gowedsy s wmdi. SAITM Sedddw
O3em0 SO VGO 50, ¢ VW YEHW OBEmO
ED0 QD . 00 e WBIBI! SeN® W™OEd
Do ©8 Omn 6 oFems B8, I »O By V&,
& ae cdondewmdc 8Oy 03w, 00 ¢dowdy e @@ 0ac?
0® cdowndsen 3808 mitesy ednsEy Dnewsy ¢8O
8w WOSTTHB. odnmicy dDaews’ @B ®f¢mw
WOZDO D& SO ¢hdWmTORO 8 WO O Dry®
DOTTHB. YRows0d) ©0; OFROA, ©Bsie ol
uOwWw & woced HDDr ®0 OnmEB, "HEmdicwd ¢Ind
s g¥ord & gud efeom Wwieds" Bwes. 88 m»HO Vw
O OEEDEE HEHDIWD Bevd® IBJ eI BBE
@1 SAITM 90 8600 ¢ deedsens »Sde, esiB8ed
®vFOco &  ¢0OBI0 W WmOY gomdw B ¢uEmo. &
¢GOBIO "¢, "ge" Bue m weg. "gost! yeof
ePew® WOsTe 0" BwEs BDD. 0 »O Bosieny
0880l Voo ¥8 8D BwEiB. @®1 Goedfld Gdny
& BBgried o®d Beadwmdr. OIC ®@wmws OIC, ASP
®@wrimaea ASP, DIG ®wsinws DIG, SI ®o»xfmas SI, SSP
®wrimwo SSP. »@, wedld afoly sewsy ©wd ©i0;
edmemO god »OB Beme B dxfes’. »EY,
esiB860d Do & ooEde  Bewmd. &
oo ied ©voFDw emecusies edasEmwwsy. &8
ond VIO, @¢ eEEHees’ A emenyd. Sod
0 oo OO0 Hommemd S8EE, osB8ed
OO wewy BRe wi® HZBHE; ¢dB88xd8. ©©
Buesiesy oy, € & ey mes, 8 men Sn» »38
BeEr. Oy od asiBe »»8. e®me, dm ded BBwO
WOY WICCH; W0y gunsew; Buien D18, eBed
OICE &% B85y OO ed@dEHEBsy mOy 8wy
B, e@mwlec Sowms? Aoty Dxies’? @® ded
B e dme? S0 Aevn 83 ® Jed wdwvws
DO BHO  e®ime WmOsTen’? eugmi€ WomDo;
clowdsen WD, 08w VDI OneO COW
©1@¢8 ¢? SO Dmws Bedd ¢? SO vy ex0edd, O
B30 HOTHB 0® wertes’. 0® ¢ lowlvmed @ogem
e@umuic? DatBw w88 o8 ¢dfendn! ¥w3wud ¢rslery Bywr.
omE OB Imemd @ onE OB Inesim Bwo
B0 myw. 0® B¢ ecsin wetesy 0e® BBwx 1.2
80 O DI OO, dfdig ®ewrO Ao meE
Ben OB O, e¢duweny! g ecsiony 53RO Jed
glwI ¢?

00857 0@ woIme? mYGsY ewd #BE o business
o e SemsI? 20032 dfews KoBim end@en Gedi)d
e ECE® ePDBO 0wldrd comry D8 A
3B WE. O SuE PwIOwWIO DBxY D¢ wsTesy B3AD
951y BYew. DY Sn®ied Gredfedny D8 et
O, HB 0® sy SO D& ewie oW WMo,
Coed B8BeO oWer I WeE Cowed $ESmae
eI el Tm 01087 0108 m, ©® Bedsieny



929 28Ee®xInd 930

[0St 0827 gyoosle @vmo]

DOODO. VDO, esedHMO 6 IE BBIWID; esedn
DE eCI8TO®.

S0d a8 cideod 5O Dt wwimm @¢wna. DO O
Bem e ymO Moy OB OB odztm 0w adsy
02088wn dovens mer. SOE S Busi®wr BwmHD,
"590EFD 0¥, HRED 0T, »OED oxim" BweEo.
5! @0 qgd aBmw i edmdl. 0® Gredileds ewog
DO 0@ Beamdl. 38 YTy gudis); odD8 Om EWO
0 & aw geend edsiery mw. Jod ewid; etm
05T, By BT 1. AWem® Baddssy 8Bedy. AE
eusednm®, 8CE credn®m® VeI edd OHDI, YT
3o, HNB Fo¥ 2RO cuvelnm® Bedm B8Byxd ww
09c® BBy’ ewiws OIm O »OB Sed BByried

G,

ac 0® 8Be®sIned @¥my 225 ©¢50D Cmed PBIH
odImEE: 2250¢5% 00 4808 v woews Bedsiesy. dm
508 @Olos. DuFuw edldO WD), Foeddd
Buewd oumd. O Sfemsn e®ew® WS ®xIzn 8O
Coed B8BsIO e® 2250¢rn odIimEer 225 Died
@500,

@O R0 O5IE e

(wrewTyll@ SewevenGTHIGLD 2 Miliilesi Sjeuidser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O HOB® ¥ @DesY WIBID.

@S ®8sY Yol Ovmo

(ressryllg amflsst LTesTTHG!)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

o) @0 OIEnOB, @dwxs’ wImdl. ©®
oG RO ®mDr. @I W BY® W e WVBO VOGS
0D edsTest ¢80 0w 05%e08. Imdl duFved
OBoGTed ¢00sY0, & gwed sHEOED, »O®Y gicdw
B0 8BsIO, 0® Bwug @0 o® dEsme BSwidwn
Yemo. @@ strike Om nEB g0 I VOO, ©®
strike & nEsY @1edfO 28O s @O»Oo, @® strike
O nEsY B0 0® et S 0 sue
Punidwied Ve ©w@; DD BoEE) DICHHH
Briemnws 05y WD 5O S 0@ wmedl 8L edsieny
.. e®mwe, & mcmedds drlcme RI®sIE0
Creasiesy ¥, DT & @ VIO DD, &
@6 D¢ DD O Bwr OB®. [P BBOH] gesy 0!
a0 DOm®w »OB O edrTesy.

[Bowned @t 388 9O wmom GE.]
[y SBrnFeds i 1_ewamiitig. yEHMLILIL (Birensy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

508 ©Onx odsferd. E» B »O Dvewm @ID.
G208 ©O OBIEROA, 0® red "DOeDDOET" Beso
508 @®

[Gcresmod e 858 9Oz mozm GE.]

[y GBI Fers HL 1 _ewerLiLig YysHMLILIL Hlerens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Yoed.

YRowsNde) ®©0; OGO B, RIn®ens’ 8 ©®
CEOW miries’. mGiemmmOE @ B»EBN WOEd
ACHT®, ©® mosiery OO0 e¢dBwe 0O guedfd
euderID). ©® reded D108 @f; 0® Gredied amI®
2y®en 0108 @i, D ED eFH® WO ©@¢&.
RINOTE Sgw E¥cw 9ECEID. 0® D SrIcowsy
B80S WOBIDY. W@ ©® Ced ®w BZDO BBHo
DOTHO Des0. @® ¢Dedede ¥wWD FBEEB & »Ogn
wod. ¢’ 8By v Bwmds, "a8 cRE0 oF ¢uivn,
28 cREWO 08 y¥H me" BBEr. YEowNG®d ©O
OEROB, gl K®OE 6® ed WOEO Buslesy "BE
BomDd" BwEo. oF 8@ Bemydr a8 R0 "o i
B 858! @D Burlesy adno® den® oE &y 880y
@2%ed8. god ©dOE @80 dxfiw ¢er’ mB By
#BCE Ve BRwO ¢80 Om O 0ddE Bumdl. & Drod
508 e@ms. ¥ o &y FRevww ®OWOY Vw Ded
DO BwsTess 31

®® @¢ cod D wm O®m GG 5E®O®
s¥n00E dnden Budmd gm. & Onduse »OG
»8wO® med wriesy. cod & OB gumd, "V DD
on@E 050 e ameE Beadmde Bwecr. 80 gwstm
Ay eOWB. & ¢DEOE rsee Yo @Cmmd wWDbIess.
Owo muSwene cmeonme I odhwmd led? ©© In
2O Goe0edsy BIed. O »HHE®DS Wed W W ®!
CE% vond. e®en® IBLRD Coed Ao DO
2O WOBTHO O, [P BEO] 08, ¥38. VRSO ©®
B0 053, ©O ¢C DOBIW HOB Vv edsTes’.

§Roes00e) OO OBTE OB, OO e®mBET ©w0 B
WOBTHO @D@s . 08 9EEOW Bnds WomdI. @® GO
O BosIm. 0® PEOE mwE ¢O8sied term tests
sONOZD. BIVDY BBP® W1 D N8O aFwedds
0D eWMIDD BHO @nd eEHniced ede
aeeddEs 0 OB Wi @LEHOE ORDO
ednys 8BusY comnEE oo eIy Fwesy. W8
& mosiermy s BBwst DR D ¢@mm WIBIHO B0, @®WO
emeEIsIENed B8MED ¢ BEe &F mdm Om O16&.
O EIBIHNOB, YcrsedEd e, §RcivedE dew®
8By B8Ol mwi »EY @8 Bimdl, emeEIsIHD
BusTesy S o0 8By ov¥ey s BHecs. &
B8Bysion aedows By ew. $0dE dvewm, HROE
Deon; & Bw & 8Bystow edows @8 Oevd®
@ Gee Bws O a8 oy . IBs ewieco
DETD sl8Fvemen ®»OmDr. VIR exsB8ed entry
O QBIBY; BBYTed Gney S iy,

28 Sg» Do I o 0O 8Eed5Ined G Y.
28 RINOTE ©w0® IO, VB O 88D
eFo® aIm. @@ ed MW B GBI vy DO, ©®
0ed gmudas 0w BedsImd ¥ 8Bgsied w@icdE
DN, @0 e 8© DESHG HSO8sT 0® goedt)d
DO HO Hmo @m0 WO DB B VIR0 s
05D, @@ WEIO P WROW GBI VO edDBTesy B &
Bws) O O mOBsT Oed WD §dwsy WO Do.

©DeHnI® &SHAE.



931 2017 48 27 932

[1.43 p.m.]

OO GrsDeCI8w® wdurYesy Bumi (861¢R BbdDed

50BHRE)

(ressryfl@ rre2euGrrgwid FIDLBHSET - eTHTHEHL & (pHeveurr)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the

Opposition)

Hon. Presiding Member, we are debating today a
Proclamation made by His Excellency the President
pertaining to an essential Public Service relating to fuel
including petroleum products and gas and various aspects
relating to that particular matter.

In this country, we have had trade unions for a long
period of time and I think trade unions are a vital and
important component of a democratic society. The rights
of workers need to be protected at all points of time and 1
think trade unions play a very important role in ensuring
the rights of workers are protected. In that sense, Sir, we
have always respected trade unions, we have always
given our support to trade unions to ensure that workers'

rights are protected. Trade unions also sometimes engage
in trade union action for national reasons, for reasons
which they claim are related to the country's future.

I think, the action currently contemplated by the trade
unions relating to petroleum and gas was on account of
certain decisions taken by the Government in respect of
certain proposed projects in the South of this country and
the East of this country and the trade unions seem to think
that that should not be allowed, that it should be resisted
and they had initiated some trade union action to cripple
certain essential services relating to gas, petroleum, oil
and so on and the President's Proclamation is to ensure
that these services are available to the people of this
country without any impediment.

Sir, when the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena spoke in the
morning, in fact, he referred to me and called upon me to
be supportive of democracy. He, in fact, requested that
elections be held in this country soon - not Local
Government Elections or Provincial Elections but
elections to the national legislature should be held soon -
and he said that this Government must go home. This has
been a consistent objective of the Joint Opposition. They
have been consistently demanding that the Government
must be crippled, that the Government must be toppled
and that the Government must be prevented from
functioning in keeping with the democratic verdict of the
people of this country.

I think, Sir, we cannot forget the fact that there were
Elections in 2015, first the Presidential Election in
January, 2015. Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa who had served
as the President for two terms sought a third term by even
amending the country's Constitution to enable him to seek
a third term and the people very politely said to him that
he would not be elected President of the country. He was
defeated by President Maithripala Sirisena quite
convincingly. In fact, President Maithripala Sirisena
defeated him more convincingly than when Hon.
Mahinda Rajapaksa was elected President in 2005 for the
first time.

So, the verdict of the people was that they would not
have Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa as the President and in
terms of our Constitution and the democratic verdict of
the people, that is a verdict which has to be respected for
a certain period of time and no one is entitled to demand
that that verdict be abrogated or that that verdict be
toppled or disregarded. That would be undemocratic.
What followed on that? After the Presidential Election,
we had the Parliamentary Election in August, 2015 and
Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa was projected by the Parties in
the Joint Opposition now and by the UPFA as the
country’s Prime Ministerial candidate. The country was
aware that the choice, the contest was between Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who then functioned as the Prime
Minister of this country, who had been appointed as the
Prime Minister of this country by President Maithripala
Sirisena on his election as President - he was Prime
Minister until the Elections were called - and Mr.
Mahinda Rajapaksa who was the candidate of the UPFA
for the position of Prime Minister. The people once again
delivered their verdict. The people, once again, came to
the conclusion that they would not elect Mr. Mahinda
Rajapaksa as their Prime Minister and they rejected that
claim that he be made Prime Minister. You cannot deny
these facts.

The UNP won 106 seats and the Joint Opposition, the
UPFA won 95 seats and the difference was 11 seats.
There were 6 seats won by the JVP and there were 16
seats won by the TNA which were not supportive of Mr.
Mahinda Rajapaksa. They were all against him. And
despite his effort to become Prime Minister, after his
failure to be elected as President, there was a verdict of
the people that he could not be Prime Minister and that
they would prefer Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe to continue
as Prime Minister. So, what is the support that you want
me to give you? There is a verdict of the people, a clear
verdict of the people both at the Presidential Election and
at the Prime Ministerial Election that Mr. Mahinda
Rajapaksa is neither acceptable to them as President nor
as Prime Minister. That is a very clear democratic verdict.
You cannot get over that.

You cannot topple governments as you like. If you are
able to topple governments as you like despite the
verdicts of the people and despite the provisions of the
Constitution stating that governments elected are entitled
to continue to function for a certain period of time unless
they are toppled in keeping with the Constitution on the
basis of a No Confidence vote in the House or something
like that. You cannot topple governments through strikes;
you cannot topple governments through conspiracies,
you cannot topple governments by persuading essential
services to breakdown and that is what this Proclamation
made by the President seeks to prevent. Trying to topple
Governments by getting essential services to break down,
I think, is utterly, thoroughly undemocratic and cannot be
accepted and in the context of the Opposition’s demand
consistently and continuously that this Government must
be toppled, one is entitled to think that the Joint
Opposition which is headed by Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa is
responsible for a number of disturbances that are taking
place in this country which are impeding and interfering
with governance.
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People are entitled, Sir, to the benefits of proper
governance by a government elected by them. I think I
must also caution this Government. You must have the
spine to govern. You must make decisions that are
necessary. The country’s economy is in a very serious
state. The country is neck-deep in debt. The country must
be redeemed from this position. If this country is to be
redeemed from this position the Government must take
bold steps, the Government must take bold decisions and
the Government must be in a position to implement those
decisions. I think it is your failure to make bold decisions
and your failure to implement bold decisions that
encourages the Opposition to become difficult. You
should demonstrate that you are governing efficiently and
effectively. That is your duty and if you do that, I think,
you will be in a much better position to silence the Joint
Opposition and make sure that you are able to carry on.

I am happy, Field Marshall Sarath Fonseka is here. I
referred to you when I spoke on a matter in Parliament a
couple of days ago when there was an Adjournment
Motion in regard to missing persons. There is an effort
being made in this country to show that this Government
is about to betray the armed forces in this country. We do
not agree with that. There is no effort on the part of
anybody to betray the armed forces. The soldiers who
fought the war, fought it on behalf of the Government, on
the decision of the Government, as per the directions of
the Government. There may have been soldiers- there
were soldiers- who committed certain crimes. They may
be responsible for various matters, but that is not
applicable to all the soldiers. You cannot say that every
single soldier who fought in the war is a war criminal or
that he is guilty of some offense. But, if soldiers are
responsible of contraventions, violations of the law,
violations of international humanitarian law and
violations of domestic laws of this country, they certainly
must be dealt with. There is no question about it.

But, we all saw the way in which Field Marshal Sarath
Fonseka, whom you claimed as being the best Army
Commander in the whole world, was treated after the
Presidential Election in 2010. You were in prison clothes.
We saw you; We felt sorry for you; You were humiliated;
you were insulted. You were the Army Commander. You
won the war for the Government, but you were treated
like “dirt”. You were charged on frivolous matters, on
matters that should never have constituted the basis for a
proper charge against anyone, leave aside the Former
Army Commander. You were convicted. You were
deprived of your Title. That is the way you were treated.
How can we accept that these persons who treated you in
that way are concerned genuinely about war heroes or
about soldiers? Are they not merely trying to provoke
tension in this country; to promote communalism in this
country; to promote division in this country and to
prevent reconciliation in this country which is
fundamental for the future of this country? The National
question needs to be resolved. It is a responsibility of the
Government. We must unite all the people in this country
and bring them together.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, you have one more
minute.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

I am finishing, Sir. How can that be done, if you are
going to promote communalism, if you are going to
promote division and if you are going to promote
rancour? You treat Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka like
“dirt”, and claim to be very concerned about your
soldiers. Who will believe this? How can it be believed?
So, I think, Sir, this type of thing must stop. We must all
work towards a better future for this country. This
Government has been elected to be in power. Please,
govern! Please, do not dilly-dally. Take bold decisions,
implement them and show that you can govern.

Thank you, Sir.
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Thank you. Next, the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
Debate to be resumed on Friday, 28th July, 2017.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.00 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on

Friday, 28th July, 2017, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
07th July 2017.
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