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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA]
in the Chair.

Bedem

N ONINTEE S35
ANNOUNCEMENTS

I

DHOINBHDOI1ed 8wBHB3

FUTHTWHT ] Jﬂ'Si)TQJSZDD’
SPEAKER'S CERTIFICATE

OO DDIBNBD O

(wrewTyll@ FUTHTWST SjeuTseT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

8 oo ySIEm 0D dmived @eRRm®

010ed0ed 79 DudEdied BRDR ymsd, 2017 ¥& 21
O 8» ©’'88s7 “dric 8BwrY Bwiwsdd ABe® (Seds
BBB)” »YONB vy ewIYDBEenH wuBWwe OV HSB
G 0 ® 200 @ end.

I

88Be®sIned mOyn BEDE m0m st
dedd®

LTI T@H LT 9I6PI66VH6T ug’)gﬂm &pSH Fnl L_ID
MEETING OF COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

OO DOIBNWDHR O

(oresstyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

28B005Ined »Ogn BEAE dm ©wwied deSdext
2017 48 ®e 250 gens®at, OO ¢ 8x e oo 3.300
ed BE 000l s@Fd00 Budn 98, 8O0 8w
©»®IB OB eR © 1H®H OFOGET BuE ©@¢00 e®BsY
) ® 200 @ Fend.

600

®05)0 BOHO® @50885Y e3%10d &6

23005 Da&m0D
wesfla 2 few L6 )6 ewTds &) Lp6al et
CFrweTHMIENH HWHemsH
PERFORMANCE REPORT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiTs6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

§ o ymsiEm w®rsD8 dmdhed guedtln®
D10E80ed 41gr (6) D1DED ymcd 2016.10.01 8 &8O
2016.12.31 2» c¢w00 § Como @00 BOHO emSssy
8000 8w w3 D&md OO 988un mTS.

88 eCor3es 8w 5Ide
FOTIISSOUL L LSS TBIS6T
PAPERS PRESENTED

©0 0uxln WO EBRD Owm (P0® ww

888007y yRw-edmoe gdims v reds) sulved

BB 38w &)

(wrepTyllg  SHwbHs

LT T LD 63TM

sL_FAuflett W HEEHTLTFTEYILD)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report of the Committee
on Public Finance on,

(i)  Nation Building Tax (Amendment) Bill;
(i)  Orders under Special Commodity Levy Act;
(iii) Resolution under the Customs Ordinance;

(iv) Notes on Supplementary Allocations given from
the Budgetary Support Services and Contingent
Liabilities Provision made under the Department
of National Budget as per the Introduction Note of
the Annual Estimates; and

(v)  Financial Performance of the First Quarter of 2017
(Summary of the Total)

which were referred to the said Committee.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(F) @)sr@mev, ereir?

asked the Minister of Education:
(@) Is he aware that -

(1) an irregularity has taken place in admitting
students to grade 6 of the Godapitiya
National School in Akuressa in Matara
District in the year 2016; and

(i) a group of students have been faced with an
injustice owing to that?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of students who were admitted
to grade 6 of Godapitiya National School
from other schools in the year 2016;

(i) the methodology adopted in admitting
students in relation to each student,
separately;

(i)  whether a list of selected students has been
submitted to the Ministry of Education by
the Principal; and

(iv) if so, whether the Ministry has given its
recommendation to that list?

(¢)  Willhe also inform this House -

(1) whether steps will be taken to conduct an
inquiry in that regard;
(i) if'so, the date it will be done; and

(ii)) the steps to be taken in regard to the
students who faced injustice?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam - Minister of
Education)
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs :

(@) Will he inform this House separately-

(i) the number of Ambassadors, High
Commissioners, Chargé d' Affaires, Deputy
High Commissioners, and other officers of
same rank who belong to the Sri Lanka
Foreign Service and the officers who do not
belong to the Sri Lanka Foreign Service
appointed during the period from
09.12.2015 to 30.09.2016; and

(i) the names, professional qualifications,
highest educational qualifications and the
present positions of the officers who do not
belong to the Sri Lanka Foreign Service
and in the positions mentioned in above (i)
as at 30.09.2016;

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

@)

(®)

©

Is he aware that -

(i) Mrs. Nalinagandi Vimalendran, teacher at
Bt/Navatkemy Kannaki Vidyalaya
completed her training from Batticaloa
Teachers College in 2008 and posted to
Kaiveli Ganesha Vidyalaya in Mullaitivu
District;

(ii) she was asked to sit for the final
examination in April 2009 which was held
at Batticaloa Teachers College;

(iii) as war was at its climax during that period
and nobody was allowed to leave out of
Mullaitivu;

(iv) she sat for the examination with her junior
batch and the effective date of her
certificate is given as 01.01.2011; whereas
juniors were given as 01.08.2009; and

(v) she has appealed to the President about this
injustice and the Coordinating Secretary to
the President has sent a letter No. SL/
EDU/APP/0043 dated 05.08.2016 to then,
Secretary, Ministry of Education to rectify
this irregularity?

Will he inform this House whether instructions be
given to change the effective date of her certificate

as 01.08.2009?

Ifnot why?



621 208Bedsind 622

©6; ¢BE 868 8wDw® dwmo

(wrewTyll@ dslev ailrrey sTflweugFd)

(The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam)

OO DN DROB, Y@ O BENT; 0®edw.

@ () odsneap edus ne a0 B
(i) 8.
(i) o0eB.
(iv) &&.
V) om0eh.

(@) DE-q Bwim Wawuw 33136 ¥ BIE Boens BBe®
838303w 31D WE EBIDD.

(@) @og e0ed.

OO DDIBNWBD O

(wrewTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 OGO B, and y@dm Bedmdae?

@0 ed88 g8 08B ORIz Swvmo

(orevsryflg QFuill o168 swranlic GwersvrsrT )

(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana )

Yes, Sir. It is well known that due to the situation
prevailed in Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu Districts in April,
2009, these teachers were not in a position to go out of
those Districts. That is why she was affected. So, some
kind of compensation has to be given.

@G gBE 868 %08wDw® dwmo

(ressryllg 958w allrrey smiflweusid)

(The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam)

O DONIWROB, O e P Bvoe Wbw
323w a0 Oewd® 8¢ wosIn OO O .

OO DB S0

(oressTyll@ FUTBTIWST SjeuiT e

(The Hon. Speaker)

Have you got any other Supplementary Questions?
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana )

There are 43 teachers who faced the similar situation.
Earlier, when this question was asked, Hon. V.S.
Radhakrishnan, State Minister of Education accepted that
some kind of arrangement should be made for those 43
teachers. This teacher is one of them.
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(i) two quarries are being operated at
Kumbaduwa area in Meegahathenna
belonging to the Walallawita Divisional
Secretary's Division;

(i) they have caused a massive damage to the
environment; and

(i)  a large number of houses in the surrounding
area have been damaged due to these
quarries?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether it has been reported that nearby
paddy fields have been filled up by the
owners of those quarries; and

(i) the reason for not cancelling the quarry
permits by the Central Environmental
Authority at a time when the residents have
continuously lodged complaints regarding
the matter?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:
(@) Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that Puttalam District
has been facing a drought during the last 3-
4 months;

(i) whether it is admitted that coconut
cultivation was immensely affected due to
this drought; and

(iii) the measures that will be taken to provide
any kind of relief and aid for the coconut
cultivators of Puttalam District who were
affected by the drought?

(b) Ifnot, why?

oG, 857 2ewsnwm Owm (D188 »ES I
3@ ®)

(wrewrydlg — malldr  Fevrprwdss - CQUEBHEHTL L
WBSESTID jeMFFiT )

(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake - Minister of Plantation
Industries)

B D ONBDROB, OO yHdmwWO BERS 0®edB.

@ @O @o
(i) ®D. (0B »FeEs BT 30 )

Bwe oo obfnedsy esiE Dnid 8ed
&8 woBled meds®

HedBw s B § e 0
[ofozra)

@08 (9@ 25,000 (S8essigwes)

edfdma)

BDOLFOC 100,000 (c=fsws)

(noremoc

edfdma)

DEw83e " 50,000 (esmdgnes)
175,000 (s=c=Se

SIalold) oy esiewes)

(i) 2O tdfTmed Buwewsy wid § exiE
D®D BEICD 190 C® @B ¢ amd 0
o 25,0000 goeszsiz y@renwes YOORST®
Br0® 8 .

& amDd, OO eeE D®D 53O I8 BEO
8B 0w DD Buwewsy ¢iower B3O



627 2017 48 25 628

wewoy 2017 Dwed owE Do BBed®
OHDCEw 85T BHD BYDNC DEEONDY
8us@ BBum 37.75m yBwuemy wleny
Bwo®m HOOO 1C8® BS ars.

Bwomome [Claka patera) oweRm
G &ee e
(518056
8Bu»

01. Buowws Beo 9028 g 10 @ BE
e3E 0t DN 100,000
0@ 81 01BeE (csw)
e 8®

02. esE 9R®Dc 12.75 g3 850
enHOD O s (g08w
©EW BWBNDNS G 85%)
ge.

03. e 9R®DE 8¢ 6 g 600
0@ 8B (wwaBwss)
9EBB® wewo
BNNE o 8.

04. e wed e 5 »ed 200,000
8dABwG oGm0 (ecciew)
OB 0BT
¢ De32Y @wd®0
WBZNNC C 80.

05. se e 4 oed 40,000
0B enw G (omEedgwes)
860 DB D
©200%0 6w8e®xY
Oxpe §ien
BBe0sT enn®5
800mBB T 8360
BN Co 8

315

(0) @ e0eDd.

©G gerdm asin ®vmo

(wressryllg 9Csrés Uflwhs)

(The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha)

O DOINBHBOB, Ood 8B and ydmw 0®w’.
& & 2IGBOCEO ged&mm § ondo Bedmdr. o 88w
880 86 D10 0. YIDEO, WOTOE TS e
Bomdamed g 8hEm e 0OmD. ©® DB et
0tf SR YW KBGO v eDEI BedmDl. BT 0®
o®ewim DM ged e BBwWO @0 »8xY Ewamowm
HOBn®ensl  g@imonemessy e »EusIned
2308060 B@E Yew 00 WO Bedmrd. ded s
380 csemsiyy ©Y (BIm Bedwlesd ouiE mESisTme
8m ®»ESxTm ¢O8sT ¢De De0m OB, OO 0® yumw
3HBIB) S0 WO Oe I»E.

O HOBROB, § Ben OO ISesy ¢ OBIB
OB8, 00 Wednwd ¢das mdxn 83 yOrems Sen®
IO 00 Wedpnwd gdes Wo® GO VIR®ied
3@5000wB RO D@L YI®WO BedmDag Bwo.

@G 2857 Bessnw Owmo

(ressryll@ pafsr SerorpTiidss)

(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)

©C OEROA, 00ervdB. Sodvews’® ged omE
2080 P&BAEed 1 osE Der RBie® d&HLEed
e by «® BE yiewmws Redmdl. a8

eews gOEDE FD0 qw® ©r WmEecdds, $00
®u»0 88ed qd Aecdr osim 98 8 Bedmds. O yam
e¥nd OB, 0® J¥ewsy e @) Dgw. & Ded ceed
DB m OO Bedm yiocwes’ dedr o3 gved
0198 08we®rY qud B0 D& yhsiwey eI esim
20a18. J O a8 »HO® wmdHBr OB BOBH.

®0 geadm eI ©vm

(oressrflg o Bsrss LIMwbhs)

(The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha)

@O DONBHROB, mCEW 988 WS OB wewo OV
@D @and ydm @ RBIOB and Y@ G-

OO DAIBNWBDHR O

(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST Seuieir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

DL, B gRC ZED 0¢mB gusIm eesies’.

@S geadm usin Ovmo

(orer Ll g HCFrds LNMwbhs)

(The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha)

O DOINBDROB, @B end ydmw S8wd ©®
@8 0wldmO BOSIHO. emE WEDTHWO goed
DR DY 0E 6B BedTesy R®EE. d¢ ¢awied
Bedm y» oveg omE I8 Bucdm domwemt. &
yodaed uim ¢wd & BEACD 0w Beadmd; B widsy
Beadmdr; af) s0e0 910 BOsTHE JOOTHO Beadmdo.
O NOBROB VIN® ORw 00y J yedred @wd
dBwo A ©¢de VIS @RS, erv® BBTHO
@887 DR Bedn rulesdEsy 6@ sved v
g0z O ewd. O® owldrd 88w dw @88uxy
DO, & Dred® @@ Om 8O -0® yadme g0 sued-
03¢ DD Bedd SmE 90D Bowewsy mn D
03E 0t emE slodsenenmned en@Bd evm @O
DOE & 9RODE D& o B® Bewr & D10 @BE dEes:@%
05 HFFOBO sy eDE1 BeHDI, ©O; HOBROAR. &
Beso 0@ 0E 00D YOS DBHB WOBID; OB Syen
WOBIDY e WO OB ©® D®D Galw®y WS OBIB
RIN®ed @B moxTm Bw 9 838xY, 8o
B30 B8O S0 &Bosim 008xT & Bwd
©O5D0.

@6 5057 Besoznnm Owmo

(wresryll@ Befer Sevrpriids)

(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)

0P VAP BOW OO EwILLD BEICD wamdB WS
2Das 88wmd BB BBLO mOyYn wIIHO.

OO DAIBNWBHD O

(omessTLll @ FUTHTWST S)euideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm g 10 - 1191/'16-(1), 0o od® ¢cew@sim
QemeEm S OB,

@O @8, 8. 8O cewmBID QEReEHS BHm
(omessryfl@ ST 6TD. LG 2 FWFTHS &TEFSHT)
(The Hon. R.M. Padma Udhayashantha Gunasekera)
OO D ONEDROB, O® & yadmw gwmOa.



629

208Ee@sIndD

OO OBBID DS IR EH Dwmo

(wrevTyll@ Swhs % HeTTHeVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O ®OIWROA, BeBIAC ¥ Yy ¥EmBw B

3@ @

ednedsy ¥® ¢ ydmwd 88no 8® wewm

@B @ EES 9EE 8350,

S5 O Enm 988’ HEOO Hewlw o GE.
aflarmsmer oW G (15 SIVTGSID FLON L1655 51 1_ensmuill LI’ 1 gj.
Question ordered to stand down.

"@c@edOc aofec": Bedmo

"BlBlwkiseflst Blglwib" @ elurid

"FUND OF FUNDS": DETAILS
1372/'16

12. 06 d5¥eE 9endEID Bz
(oresstyll@ LbSIeL @ ewTeuTSH60T)
(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)
8¢ 0 BBy @@arn®Iensy gy yame- (2)

@ O

2016 g D1 ewddmo g 1240 amd, @
@0 O 88 ren DWOWBIBWWLT 8EWI DW3d
YFdme ©d8e® ai@sy, "ec®eFOc
a0 8800m c@eds;

(i) OB "ec8eCOC @d@ec" wewr um DB @

Somssims Y eeeddd (IFC) v aofdwon
@080 DD (ADB) 0085 oldEen
0D C1@ed¢,

(ili) VeEdm»®, vwd Ciele YA O,

(iv) ©10000 G ©@m® wews § wendm

&ocos® ¢ 50% BT 48 BOOO geed @d@w
&263:0® 85D 3.0 @INHB WIT C1ReDE;

@535 O EO® 30 (IDTesie?
(40) o0 e m®, S Oxsfe?

BBl HMID Ceug Fear 2o yewwdFen s Cal L ailesrm:

(o) @)

(ii )

(iii

(iv

20160  yewr®  eurey GFvey  HiL
perGwrifley @evdssid 124 @me@ Sjewiow, APlw
LHmIb BOSST  jeralsvresr Qgriflsv
W HIAWIT 6T & 61Hd & Qarifleowpwnd
CLPEVS 63T 69 9j6ld &b Crréssdlev,
"B Bl Bis el et H&lwin” Q6T
STUSSILIL L ST 6TETLIENSULD;

Gupiy  "WHwiselsr  PHusHps’
usisefliiy Qeaimywry  FreuGss  BlHs
L Qssruarsswnw (I F C ) <o fw
ENMENIGEES) eumiglufl_ b (A DB )
Couessr(HGssreir allQ&és UL (HeTears T
STEITLIGNS LD}

) 9Owefled, HBHE HwLGsp LNrdusdiiygser
WITEM6Y 6TEITLIENS LD,

& LDL16WT 35(61 &5 & T 63T
50% sy

2 GUITEUTIT L

) @smifldupupd  cpevper
sibuestl  sugpomest  euflemws
GODULSDEG — TPLDLWSTS
Lrflenms FiL b F(BHSSLILIL L ST 6TTLIEHSW| LD,

S @& FewLd@ Malliuryr?

() @G, orsir?

630
asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media:
(@) Will he inform this House -
(i) whether a ‘Fund of Funds’ has been

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

established with the view to providing
business capital to small and medium scale
entrepreneurs as per Proposal No.124 ofthe
Budget for the year 2016;

whether requests were made to the
International Finance Corporation (IFC)
and Asian Development Bank (ADB)
seeking their contributions to the aforesaid
‘Fund of Funds’;

if so, of the nature of the responses received
from those institutes; and

whether the Inland Revenue Act was
amended in relation to reduction of
corporate income tax for venture capital
companies by 50 per cent;

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

(@ Ishe aware-

@)

(i)

(i)

that the @es/®xm/m00y Primary School in
the Palindanuwara Divisional Secretary's
Division of Kalutara District where more
than 50 students study, has been identified
as a location prone to the risk of landslides;

that it has been informed by the Zonal
Director of Education of Mathugama that
the aforesaid school should be closed in the
event of three consecutive days of rainfall
to the Nawana area and that classes should
be held on weekends to cover the missed
school days?

that the parents have to resort to educating
their children in the same school despite
this dangerous situation since they — are not
in a situation to take their children to other
schools owing to transport problems and
economic difficulties ?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

@)

whether a perilous situation does not arise
pertaining to conducting classes in the
school in the event that three days’
rainfall is received within a single day;

(i) whether steps will be taken to re-locate the
Nawana Primary school in some other
appropriate  location in the said area in
order to safeguard the school children from
this dangerous situation?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous
Medicine :

(a) Is he aware that -

(i) patients from areas like Mullaitivu,
Mankulam,Mallavi, Mulankavil, Punahari
and Palai come to Kilinochchi District
Hospital to obtain daily treatment;

(i) no construction has been done in this
hospital subsequent to the year 2009;

(i) a blood dialysis machine which has been
fixed in this hospital for kidney patients is
not functioning; and

(iv)  an accident unit too is not available here?
(b)  Willhe inform this House-
(i) if so, of the date on which the Blood
Dialysis Centre and the Accident Unit will
be made to function; and

(i) whether financial allocations have been
made for that purpose?

(c)  Willhe also inform this House-

() whether he is aware that financial aid was
provided by the Asian Development Bank
for the first phase of this hospital;

(i) the reasons for not yet commencing the
second phase;

(i)  whether it has been abandoned,

(iv) if not, of the date on which it will be
commenced; and

(v) the steps that have been taken for that
purpose?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media :
Will he admit that -

(@)

(b)

©

@

(i)

onoraround 21.11.2016 ata TV interview,
the then Minister of Finance said that a
circular has been sent to all banks to give 15
per cent interest to senior citizens for their
fixed deposits up to Rs.1.5 million; and

in the alternative, he said that he sent the
circulars to the Central Bank of Sri Lanka
with the necessary instructions and that the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka has failed to
carry out the said directive?

Is he aware that-

)
(if)

all banks including State banks have not
effected such circular up to 31.01.2017; and

the loss caused thereby to senior citizens is
in hundreds of thousands of rupees?

Will he inform this House-

)

the reason and on what basis the Minister’s
circulars are disregarded by the banks;

(iii)

642

from what date should this arrangement has
been given effect according to the Hon.
Minister’s Budget Proposal made in
November, 2015; and

will the Hon. Minister indemnify the senior
citizens from the date the said directive of
the Hon. Minister was issued?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Housing and Construction:

@)

(b)

©

Will he state the reasons for delaying the granting
of freehold deeds to the residents of the
Mohideenwatta Housing Scheme in the Kadawath
Sathara Divisional Secretary's division in Galle?

Will he inform this House of the exact date on
which deeds are expected to be granted to those
residents?

Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media:
(@) Willhe inform this House-

(1) whether he is aware that the previous
Government implemented a programme to
provide motor cycles on concessionary
basis to the field officers;

(i) the number of motor cycles given to the
public officers in Matara district under the
said programme in respect of their
profession and each Divisional Secretary's
Division separately; and

(iii)  the contribution of the Government and the
public officer for one motor cycle
separately?

(b) Willhe also inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that the present
Government promised to refund the
subscription and all the Government
employees will be given motor cycles free
of charge;

(i) the number of public officers who were
refunded in respect of each Divisional
Secretary's Division level;

(i)  the number of public officers who owned
motor cycles under the full sponsorship of
the Government in 2015 and 2016 in respect
of each Divisional Secretary's Division;

(iv) the number of remaining public officers
who are entitled to motor cycles; and

(vi) the date on which they will be given motor
cycles free of charge?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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a. Hero Pleasure 100 cc 45,000/- 83,963/-
b. Hero Pleasure 100 cc 45,000/- 93,945/-
¢. Hero Pleasure 100 cc 45,000/- 119,662/-
a. Bajaj Discover 125M 50,000/- 128,545/-
b. Bajaj Discover 125M 50,000/- 95,264/-
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

& 8@arxiRewssy O #®Bn® swE »c&. Let the
Hon. Minister explain it.
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Sir, let me explain.
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The Hon. Minister will explain. He told me.
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Next, Ministerial Statement by the Hon. Sagala
Ratnayaka.

MO BHOE OB Dvmo

(omessTyLfl@ FraHsw THBHTWSS)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

O DO ROB, ©0 Serid edim OB
0006 Bewdn 23(2) wded a4z y@mwds 8End; ecsim
OO DB DD, Bordvews’, emIewsy BDeDny
g "ggg 01" O 00008 O WONGHROA, I»
038800 ¢l Diwmwr. § enmFdecd BE »OgTmHmOB
Bed; gdas 8dnsy Didm WO OB Sed. emed eOn,
®od yminw OsIHe.

@edes 8w Bvxs Bwiznd »EHed
M EYOWO @ DO MB®D Hwo
BBe® 1B § BBw: BBw 9o 500w &

eS8 83080 PR Sied Ymre
W(HSSHIaULTL omesTeu GlFwm@ L
THUTL L TemTenTd s9&5GI6lFw wpweTmEurg)
@)L bGuHM FibLieuid: FL L (PLD §p(LPHIGLD
wHYID IBHEG YLlilBSS jewwssiflst s py
INCIDENT OCCURRED WHILE TAKING INTO
CUSTODY CONVENER OF MEDICAL FACULTY
STUDENTS' ACTION COMMITTEE: STATEMENT

BY MINISTER OF LAW AND ORDER AND
SOUTHERN DEVELOPMENT

O BIOE OFB5NBH DN (BB wo 8O e 3B ew
8300802 g@rm1n®)

(orewryll@ Fraew THBTWwSs - FUL P UYBIEGLL WHIHID
Csh@ 9ilellBsg Sjevivdei)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka - Minister of Law and Order
and Southern Development)
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Hon. Minister admit that the Organization of Professional
Associations is the highest body of professionals of this
country? In Colombo 07, your people entered in civilian
clothes and tried to forcibly abduct Ryan. Former MP Mr.
Lal Kantha and the GMOA officers saved this boy. Are you
still trying to deny that those who were in civilian clothes
were not police officers?
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It is a very dangerous situation, Hon. Minister.
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He said that they were all police officers.
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Hon. Minister, they have no right to enter and abduct a
civil person.
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He said that

[Unterruption]

they were all police officers.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

No, not moral. What morals do you have when you
abduct a person? - [/nterruption.] Do not talk about morals.
There are no morals - [ Inferruption. ]
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The Hon. Minister explained that. Now I have to move
on to the main items of the day.
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I just want to clear this, so that there is an
understanding. The Hon. Minister is inquiring, but we
want to get an answer from the Hon. Minister.
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Minister of Justice and Minister of Buddhasasana; to be read a Second
time upon Tuesday, Sth August, 2017 and to be printed; and to be
referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare and Kandyan Heritage
for report.
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Order for Second Reading read.

[2.36 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister
of National Policies and Economic Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, I move,

"That the Bill be now read a Second time."

Hon. Speaker, our current law applicable to foreign
exchange is the Exchange Control Act, No. 24 of 1953.
Just after the World War II, many European countries
brought in exchange control. The United Kingdom had
exchange control from the start of the World War II. The
whole European economy and many Asian economies
were completely devastated and they would not have
revived without the Marshall Aid Programme by the
Americans. But at that time, Sri Lanka did not see it
necessary to have an Exchange Control Act because we
had sufficient reserves. In fact, we had enough reserves
and during the war, we had built up our reserves thanks to
our sale of rubber and tea, which were needed by the
Allies, and at the end of World War II, as we became
independent, our reserves were such that we gave a loan
to the United Kingdom and the whole of the Gal Oya
Scheme was totally financed by Sri Lankan resources. We
did not have to go to the World Bank or to the Exim Bank
or to anyone else.

But in 1953, we had a foreign exchange crisis when
our earnings came down from rubber and tea. When
commodity prices got affected and went up a bit high
during the Korean War, our reserves came down and at
that time the then Government brought in the Exchange
Control Act. Actually the situation revived after 1953 and
we were again on a good wicket, but nevertheless this
was kept on. The Central Bank and the Finance Ministers
after 1956 felt that this was a necessity.

There were also many doctrines of the socialist market
where controls were felt necessary. Therefore, it became a
habit. Then, Kaldor’s Proposals and all that got built into
our system and then we started liberalizing from 1977.
Actually many other countries that started liberalizing
after us have changed their law. They have amended the
law or they have repealed the law. Only 47 countries have
not moved away from the restrictive laws of foreign
exchange control.

Now, we have a very peculiar system. On one hand,
our law is to control foreign exchange. We talk of foreign
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exchange control, but if you look at the present
liberalization that has come through different regimes,
whether it be from President J.R. Jayewardene, until
today, every government has virtually liberalized it. So,
our law and our regulations are at variance. What the law
says is one thing and the regulations do something else.
For instance, residents in Sri Lanka are permitted to
accept foreign currency from non-residents against goods
and services. A person who maintains a Foreign
Exchange Earners Account is eligible to borrow in
foreign currency. A person can take out and bring in to
Sri Lanka any amount of foreign currency subject to
declaration of Customs, if it exceeds US Dollars 10,000
and US Dollars 15,000 respectively. Now, a person can
retain and possess foreign exchange up to US Dollars
10,000. A person can operate and maintain accounts
outside Sri Lanka.

A person resident outside Sri Lanka can take out
unutilized foreign currency throughout Sri Lanka. A
person resident in Sri Lanka can make and receive
payments to and from non-residents in relation to
issuance and transfers of shares; purchase, transfer and
make payments in respect to transactions related to Sri
Lanka Rupee Denominated Treasury Bonds; make
payments to or for credit of citizens of foreign states,
corporate bodies incorporate outside Sri Lanka and
foreign institutions in respect to Rupee Denominated
Treasury Bills; purchase, transfer and make payments in
respect of Sri Lanka Development Bonds; issue, transfer
and make payments in respect to Unit Trusts operated
with licences issued under the Securities and Exchange
Commission; issue and transfer Sri Lankan Rupees
Denominated Redeemable Preference Shares in a
company to persons resident outside Sri Lanka; make
payments in rupees to non-residents in respect to
immovable property. Holders of NRFC, RFC, RNNFC
and FECA can make payments outside Sri Lanka for any
purpose. Residents to make payments in foreign exchange
to persons resident outside Sri Lanka using credit/debit
cards.

Then, we have also adopted the Articles of Agreement
of the International Monetary Fund where we have to
remove all foreign exchange restrictions related to current
transactions. We have not done that in our law. We have
made regulations. So, there is a contradiction here. If you
are not controlling your exchange, why do you want to
keep a law of which the objective is to control exchange
and then have regulations? So, people do not have full
confidence in Sri Lanka. So, that is one reason.

The other reason is regulation of gold. We really do
not control gold. In 1981, the convertibility of USD to
gold was ended. Then, finally in 2002, we said that in
terms of Sections 5, 21 and 22 of the Exchange Control
Act, for any person to buy, sell, import or export gold
without any restriction must subject to the requirement
that it has to be approved by the Director General of
Customs. Then, in 2012, we specified that an import
licence would be required for importation of gold and
now it is not controlled by the Central Bank. Though the
law has provision, it is controlled by Sri Lanka Customs.

So, we have many contradictory provisions in the
Exchange Control Act and that is why we have brought in
a new law. The objective of the new law is to promote
and regulate foreign exchange and we have repealed the
Exchange Control Act; we call it the Foreign Exchange
Act. What we have done by regulations, we have now
enshrined by legislative provisions.

The key features of the new law are; the Central Bank
of Sri Lanka is the agent of the Government and is
responsible for implementing of the new law. So, now, as
the agent of the Government, they manage foreign
exchange. They need not control foreign exchange.
Authorized dealers and restricted dealers, currently
authorized to deal in foreign exchange, will continue to
be subject to the provisions of the new law and the
Central Bank. Every commercial bank, newly licensed or
in operation, will continue as authorized dealers. A
person resident in Sri Lanka having foreign exchange or
foreign assets may wuse it for current or -capital
transactions. So, we have now liberalized the total of
current account transactions.

Capital transactions will be defined by regulations and
certain classes of transactions with the limits specified
will be free of any control. Sri Lankan resident in Sri
Lanka can play a role in the development of the country.
If they have foreign exchange belonging to them outside
the country, even if they have not declared it, they can
bring it in. Because, today foreign exchange is not the
luxury of a few rich people. A large number of people
have money abroad. They may have earned 25,000
Dollars, 100,000 Dollars or 500,000 Dollars. They have
kept the money which they have earned abroad. They
have done transactions. Then, monies have, for over a
period of time, being kept by people when they exported
or imported. Now we want them to bring all these monies
back into Sri Lanka.

At the moment, our interest rates are higher than that
of most of the countries in which they are keeping that
money. But, many of them do not like either to go
through the exchange control procedure or to be labelled
as a criminal. So, they are keeping the money in those
countries. Therefore, what we have done is, we have
given a concession to Sri Lankans to make use of this
opportunity. They can remit up to US Dollars 1 million
without having to pay a tax and above that, they have to
pay only a remittance fee of one per cent. This is because
we want the money in Sri Lanka for development. But we
have excluded from this the monies coming under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act, Convention on the
Suppression of Terrorist Financing Act or the Bribery
Act. In addition, under the Bribery Act, if any person is
convicted, all his monies and properties are forfeited. So,
we have left those areas out. If an ordinary person has
kept money and has not made a declaration, he could
bring the money in. There are people who do transactions
with Japan, buying vehicles and spare parts. There are a
large number of people from Wennapuwa, Nattandiya
and Harispattuwa who have got money outside the
country. There are many people who have small accounts
abroad. So, we will bring all that in. That is the whole
purpose of this exercise.
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But, we have given paramount importance to
preservation of financial stability. So, if the Monetary
Board says that there is a crisis coming up or there is a
fear that there can be a shortage of foreign exchange, the
Minister, with the approval of the Cabinet, can regulate or
restrict the remittances of foreign exchange into Sri Lanka
for a period not exceeding six months. What happens
after that six months? Then, you get permission of
Parliament and extend it to another six months. All we are
saying is, this cannot be an administrative act; this must
be done with the permission of Parliament because public
finance has to be controlled by Parliament.

What have we done? Now, the control and restriction
on foreign exchange, which was the objective of the
Exchange Control Act, have been moved out and been
replaced with management and monitoring of foreign
exchange, but with provision for the Minister to act on the
advice of the Monetary Board, if he feels certain controls
have to be brought in.

Current accounts are fully liberalized and capital
transactions are under Regulations approved by
Parliament. We will have a more liberalized foreign
exchange regime. We have to. The whole region is
developing. As you know, in economic development, the
real engine of growth is now coming into Asia and it will
come to the Indian Ocean Region. Look at the growth that
will take place in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia,
Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore and the Middle East. So,
with so much of money transactions taking place, we
should be able to utilize it and benefit from it. We should
not put any restrictions. Sri Lankans are going abroad.
They are dealing with foreign exchange. So, we are
having a more liberalized system while the Central Bank
can monitor the actual foreign exchange that is being
utilized by people and we have made it a civil penalty. In
most parts of the world, once exchange control went out,
it no longer became a criminal liability, but a civil
penalty.

The worry that some Hon. Members have is, will
there be a draw-off on our foreign exchange? No, it would
not be there. I can certainly tell you that we do not
anticipate it and at the moment, with our agreements with
the IMF, we do have sufficient reserves. We have also
had agreements with some of the other countries. In
addition to it, in the next few months, I think within the
next year, we will also be acquiring another US Dollars
1.1 billion to our own account when we do the
transaction, while retaining and controlling the
Hambantota Harbour, in case of terminal operations and
common user facilities, we will be paid and we can set
that off later on against our loans, but after using it first as
a buffer. Later on, I hope, the Hon. Minister of Transport
and Civil Aviation will also be bringing us some more
money in regard to the Mattala Airport. So, we have the
reserves at the moment to face a crisis.

Sir, I would commend to Parliament that we do pass
this Bill and enable these transactions to take place,
monies to be invested in Sri Lanka and the people of Sri
Lanka to benefit in general. Thank you.
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Hon. Member, I actually spoke to His Excellency the
President about this issue. He has directed his
Coordinating Secretary, now to liaise with me to sort out
the issue in Iranaithivu. Today I spoke to the Hon. Mavai
S. Senathirajah as well. We will soon speak to you. We
will have a meeting and try to solve this matter out as fast
as possible.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Kabir Hashim. Before he
starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon. J.M.
Ananda Kumarasiri to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama - Minister of Special

Assignment)

I propose that the Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri do
now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER /eft the Chair, and
THE HON. .M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI took the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I would like to say that
countries in the world and in our region have reformed
their Exchange Control Acts at different times as needed.
The Thatcher Government in the UK in 1979 went for a
major reform by abolishing exchange controls overnight.
Reforms in India were more piecemeal and in 1999 they
repealed their Foreign Exchange Regulation Act and
brought in the Foreign Exchange Management Act.

In 2002, the then Ranil Wickremesinghe Government
in Sri Lanka had extensive consultations with the Central
Bank, other banks, exporters, business community,
professionals and brought in the Foreign Exchange
Management Bill. But, unfortunately, there was litigation
in courts and as such we could not get the Bill through
during our tenure in government. But, that was an
excellent piece of legislation that should have come
through at that time.

Historically, Sri Lanka during the ancient days of
kings to colonial times did not have any exchange control
regulations in our country. We, more or less, during the
time of our ancient kings promoted free trade and
exchange. One such good example is, Parakramabahu the
Great who ruled Sri Lanka during 1153 to 1186. During
that period, in order to consolidate his rule in the entire
region, one of the things he decided to do was economic
development. In the plan for economic development, he
proposed a free trade zone area. In this free trade area,
there were a huge number of local industries that worked
especially in spices, elephant tusks and different timber
which was available for traders to come and trade in Sri
Lanka. In exchange, there were other goods like silk that
we traded. Arabs and Chinese were the famous people
who came and traded in these areas. So, historically when
we look at our country, we were not a country that has
been regulated or closed. We were an open country where
we traded openly with the world. We did not fear to work
with the global environment. During this time, we can
see that our country was a part of the famous Maritime
Silk Road which is now famously talked about in our
region.

It was only during World War II that the colonial
rulers introduced exchange control to Sri Lanka as a war
strategy in order to control monies falling into the
enemies’ hands. This was first brought under the Finance
Regulation in 1939. Exchange controls have been too
rigid most often creating inefficient unproductive
economic activities and have created more problems for
countries. This has been confirmed by the famous
Columbia University Professor Jagdish Bhagwati. These
are some of the economic theories well spoken against
rigid exchange control measures.

In 1953, the then Governor of the Central Bank, N.U.
Jayawardena, though he was a student of the London
School of Economics and Political Science under the
famous Professor Hiet, believed in free exchange, but he
was forced to present the Exchange Control Bill because
that was then decided as policy for the government. It
was passed through and it was actually called a draconian
Act at that time. Basically, the Exchange Control Act had
enormous powers. The Central Bank virtually had
control, the Minister had control over the Central Bank
and basically, any offences created under it was
considered a financial crime. This went on for a long time
without any changes. We did not have the foresight to
look at making the changes. In 2002, Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe realized that we need to link with the
rest of the world and be competitive. We tried to make
the change but our government was short-lived at that
time.

If you take Singapore, Singapore has followed a
totally different strategy from the time they started
developing their country. Singapore’s first Finance
Minister, Dr. Goh Keng Swee considered options of
introducing exchange controls to tackle their balance of
payment problems. But, they realized that it is not the
symptoms that you need to solve, but it is the remedy.

So, instead of looking at the balance of payment
problems, they addressed the root cause of the problem
by having a disciplined budget and controlling money
creation. Instead of putting Exchange Control Acts and
trying to prevent money moving up and down freely as
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per demand and supply, they began to cut down their
unnecessary expenditure and that created strict fiscal
discipline. As a result, they developed their country in the
right direction.

In 1966, Sri Lanka lost another opportunity when a
Professor of Economics from the Gujarat University came
to Sri Lanka and developed a Paper advocating flexible
exchange rates. We did not think of pursuing that either.
The Foreign Exchange Bill that we are talking about
today is too late a few decades, but it addresses some of
the key problems. I think it has to be still stronger, but I
do not think we have taken all the issues into
consideration. It addresses some of the key problems
though not all. It is an improvement on the Exchange
Control Act definitely. Rather than controlling authorized
dealers, it is more management-oriented. It controls the
management of foreign exchange. The Central Bank
implements laws subject to directions from the Minister.
So, basically the Minister still has the power to control
certain activities.

[6@® @0edHnedl ghoc; edes ee®@Fwue HBewm
& B9 @) ese0s @8O e Bp@cdes. ]
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YU BT FLITLOMTL_LIGSIL LT Ceaudlgsmi.]

[At this stage, His Excellency President Maithripala Sirisena
entered the Chamber.]

The other important aspect that we have seen in this
Bill is that we decriminalize exchange control violations.
This has been a very important change that we have
made. Since all violations are supposed to be
criminalized, it always creates a fear factor for
businessmen to use the exchange mechanism as a tool for
developing their businesses.

In the current Exchange Control Act, holding of
foreign currencies by citizens is actually presented in a
negative context. In terms of Section 5, no person other
than an authorized dealer should hold or deal in foreign
exchange. However, in the proposed Foreign Exchange
Bill it has been put in a positive context so that according
to Clause 8(1) (b) of the Bill, “A person in, or resident in,
Sri Lanka shall hold foreign exchange in his possession or
in a bank account in Sri Lanka;”. They could use it
subject to the purpose, limits and terms of conditions set
by the Minister.

Finally, I would like to say further, Section 5 of the
Foreign Exchange Bill stipulates that those who hold
foreign exchange in a bank account in Sri Lanka or
outside Sri Lanka or those who own a foreign asset could
use such foreign exchange for paying of any current or
capital transaction of his or her choice. The requirement
to be satisfied is that such foreign exchange should not
have been acquired by converting local currency into
foreign currency meaning that those who genuinely earn
foreign currency can use it in the way they want. These
laws are subject to the act of money laundering, or

corruption, or bribery. Therefore, it has enough
safeguards against illegal money. The proposed
Amendment most importantly gives dignity and

protection to Sri Lankans. Up to now, Sri Lankans
holding money abroad sometimes could not bring in their
monies because it was under certain restrictions.
Accordingly, the Amendment has protected citizens’
personal property rights which are not available under the
present law. This is a great achievement that we have
given to our own citizens of the country. We have always
looked at foreign exchange being brought by foreigners.
This is an opportunity to recognize our people’s earnings
abroad. Therefore, citizens can engage in current and
capital transactions subject to rules by the Central Bank
and the Minister. Therefore, I think this is step forward in
the right direction to make Sri Lanka a strong country in
the region and in the world.

Thank you.
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Hon. Presiding Member, as we celebrate 40 years of
the open economy in Sri Lanka this week, the Sri Lankan
economy, today, is currently at the crossroads in the
macroeconomic policy formulation. Sri Lanka needs now,
as the Hon. Amunugama just mentioned, to introduce a
set of policy reforms on an urgent basis to address some
of the persistent structural vulnerabilities of the economy.
The current Government has been able to reverse the
decades-long trend of falling Government revenue

relative to national income. Today we have managed to
bring it to a level where it can go forward with
confidence.

Actually, in 2015, when His Excellency the President,
who is here with us in the Chamber today, took over the
reins of Government along with the Prime Minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, we had an economy in shambles. The
fiscal sector was in shambles: falling government
revenue, high Government debt, unproductive
investments, inefficient transfer payments were some of
these problems. The external sector was in shambles:
falling exports, widening imports, unsustainable short-
term capital flows and borrowed international reserves
were some of our problems at that time and the monetary
sector was also in shambles. This was all due to the crony
-capitalist system which was adhered to by President
Mahinda Rajapaksa during his dark rule of nine years.
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I would also like to say, Mr. Presiding Member, that
the prudent management of the exchange control
liberalization is also the need of the hour and I am sure
there are many Members who may have expressed some
of these fears earlier in this Debate. In fact, the
Government is fully cognizant of the risk associated with
imprudent management of exchange control relaxations.
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The recent global financial crisis and many currency
crises before have aggravated the fear of capital account
liberalization as they could lead to potential financial
crisis due to sudden outflow of foreign capital in the
event of loss of international investor confidence.
However, history has shown many a time that capital

control relaxations per se have not been solely
responsible for such crisis, but the imprudent
macroeconomic  management of the respective

governments. Such imprudent macroeconomic policies
may include over-valued exchange rates, weak
supervision and regulation of banks and other financial
institutions, bad corporate governance and practices et
cetera.

Therefore, the current Government’s approach to the
introduction of more liberalization to the foreign
exchange management through the proposed Bill rests on
a well-coordinated effort among all institutions and
stakeholders involved. Such efforts towards more
liberalization underscore the corresponding
improvements to prudential controls designed to mitigate
any volatility of foreign capital inflows at least in the
short run. Further, the Government is very well mindful
of the fact that it is a fine line between relaxation of
exchange regulations in order to encourage foreign
investments and leaving potential room for activities such
as money laundering, tax havens et cetera. Therefore, we
are taking all measures to address all potential avenues
that could be potentially detrimental to the free flow of
capital and financial account movements.
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The next speaker is the Hon. E. Saravanapavan. You
have ten minutes.

[5.07 p.m.]
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(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Hon. Presiding Member, it is no secret that our
country has a severe foreign exchange shortfall. The two
aims of the Government are to attract Foreign Direct
Investment and to encourage the private sector to invest
more.

The war-affected provinces of the North and the East
have the highest untapped potential for export trade.
However, there is not much effort to convert the export
potential of these provinces. No action has been taken to
understand the ground situation. A professional
assessment to know what actions must be taken to
increase exports of products and processes and the
conducive environment required has not been done.

As Members representing the war-affected provinces,
we know that human skills and capacity is one of the most
important requirements. There are nearly two million
overseas Sri Lankans who have the required skills and
capacity to assist, only if we have a clearly spelled out
Government policy that is backed by the conduct of the
leadership of the Government. We keep getting consistent
and disappointing feedback from people attempting to
visit Sri Lanka to provide that capacity. They rely on
fluffy statements made by some of the Ministers and only
end up being disappointed by the actions of the Members
of the same Government.

There is lack of investor confidence in these overseas
Sri Lankans. It is the country that must fight to win their
hearts and minds if we want to prosper. No one just invest
if the country is on a high horse and dictate how the
others must behave. The Government lacks a sense of
direction on economic policy and the potential
contribution of the overseas Sri Lankans. Even if there is
one, I do not think many in the Government know what it
is. The human capacity is the most important prerequisite
for the development of the war-affected provinces.

A person with dual citizenship who has diligently
worked for nearly two years to plan a way for post-war
development and created models for rural development
had a very bad experience recently and returned in
disgust. That is because, one of the Ministers has
questioned the legitimacy of the foreigners working for
development. We want clear policies, not concessions; we
want laws, not favours; we want rules, not friendships; we
want stability, not luck.

I wish to quote the following extract of the 2017
Budget Speech made by the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake:

“Honorable Speaker, we have continued to address issues
pertaining to the Northern and Eastern Provinces on separate basis
in the past. I wish to lay emphasis on the fact that the Government
is committed to eliminate existing socio-economic gap between
North and East with the rest of the country by 2020.”

Sir, is there a plan for the noble cause? We would like
to see the action plan for this, we want to be involved in
and understand what this plan entails. We also want to
share some of the work our Party has been doing to assist
with development, so, our efforts are not jeopardized by
some high-handed attitude of Hon. Ministers or public
officials.

If this could be done, we all could go in the same
direction. The potential investors have plenty of negatives
in the current political landscape, economic instability
and security related issues. We do not need any more that
will retard economic development, livelihood, exports
and foreign exchange. —[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.
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(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan - Minister of Prison Reforms,
Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs)
Hon. Member, the UDA and the BOI have got a
plan for the entire Northern region and two permanent
officers are there. We are also trying to establish an
economic zone in the Mankulam area. So you cannot say
that there is a high-handed manner of any Minister or any
official. We are doing our best.
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(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

I can prove that today a gentleman is flying off to
Australia because of the problems he faced with regard to
this project. If you can give the approval I will get him
down from Australia.
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(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

You check with your own officers who are placed in
Jaftna.

®0 8. e836058DsY Dvmn
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(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

I am only coming out with facts.
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(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

I am also coming out only with facts. Please discuss
this matter with your UDA officers.

®S 8. 8360805 O™

(LomevsTL L)@ FF. FTEUEHTLIGUGHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

You have not understood what I am trying to tell you.
I think everyone is canvassing for the diaspora to come
here, but you are not making the situation conducive for
them. That is what I am trying to say. So, let me speak,
please.

Foreign exchange is not something you order and
receive. We must work hard and build investor
confidence and this cannot be achieved through the
indifferent attitudes of some politicians. In Sri Lanka,
foreign exchange earnings have persistently remained at a
lower level than the demand for the same. That is, our
inflow of foreign exchange through earnings in exports,
overseas workers’ remittances, tourist earnings and direct
investment have been lower than our expenditure on
import payments and loan repayments. Hence, the current
account deficit has become a salient feature of the Sri
Lankan economy. Whilst there are many factors to
consider, I believe the best solution to our current account
deficit is pursuing the fundamental goals of finding ways
to increase our export earnings and foreign direct
investment.

Now, we already know that such a goal can be
achieved through mechanisms of training our work force
in relevant sectors, running of campaigns to attract
investment and so on. Sri Lanka has been trying to
implement those. But, to me, there is a factor which has
overlooked with regard to the current account deficit,
which if realized could propel the success of our exports
and FDI goals simultaneously. That is to take necessary
action to uphold the human rights of all its citizens in Sri
Lanka, regardless of caste, race or minority status, and if
there is political stability it could bring in.

Let me elaborate how such human concerns plays an
important role in economic and financial discussion.
When speaking at the presentation at the BMICH earlier
this year, Professor Ricardo Hausmann from the Harvard
Kennedy School of Government noted that the dearth to
export earnings in Sri Lanka is because of our lack of
diversification. That is why we lag in export earnings in
comparison to nations like Thailand, Malaysia and
Vietnam. For instance, between the years 2000 and 2015
whilst Thailand added 70 products worth US Dollars 326
per capita, Sri Lanka only started producing five
products worth US Dollars 7 per capita. Also our
production has been largely limited to its traditional
exports like tea, rubber precious stones and garments
whereas countries such as China have diversified into
much higher productivity sectors such as electronics and
machinery. The key to this shift, is noted to be, the
development of know how. As it takes a long time to
develop this because there is training and trial involved,
Professor of Ricardo Hausmann recommended that Sri

Lanka should take advantage of its considerable diaspora
population to build a labour force with a variety of high
skills, and make strong partnerships for FDI flows. This
necessity is what brings me to the requirement of
upholding human rights. Modern political and economic
studies have found that developing countries that respect
human rights are more successful in attracting foreign
direct investment than those publicized to have a history
of abusing any part of its populace, and being in political
turmoil.

This is because, other than the obvious dangers
associated with political instability, investors increasingly
face what is called, “audience costs.” That is, if they are
involved with a country which has failed to uphold its
promises to its people and has violated their rights, they
may face repercussions in terms of their image,
reputation and even stock value.

Thank you.
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The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana - Deputy Minister of
Skills Development and Vocational Training)
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

S8Y 6480 o @&

2 CLorBlgmi.
Seconded.
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aflsarir (s L (5) e7mmys Gl merer LI L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI [eft the Chair
and THE HON. LUCKYJAYAWARDANA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©DewI® &SHBE.

[5.36p.m.]

®G @060 H»HOT Bwmo

(omresorLy i@ el Heuai)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Thank you, Mr. Presiding Member, for giving me this
opportunity to speak on this very important Bill.

As we all are aware, there are over 10 lakhs of people
who have been working abroad, doing big or small jobs,
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for the last so many years. I think they are the second or
the third highest foreign exchange earners, but, very
unfortunately, they have not been given their due respect.
I can remember, during the last Session when we had the
Debate on the Registration of Electors (Special
Provisions) Bill, I stated that those 10 lakhs of people
working abroad do not have the opportunity to cast their
votes at elections. But, I know of some countries which
make arrangements in the embassies of the respective
countries for the migrant workers to cast their votes
during elections. That opportunity has not been given to
our migrant workers. I mentioned it at that Debate.

Today, [ am very happy that this Bill has been brought
in so that we could broaden the opportunities and help
these people to bring in their money - foreign exchange -
in a way that will be useful to them. I would like to
mention that earlier there were so many restrictions.
Whatever earnings they had, they saved elsewhere. Even
today, that is happening - they reserve their earnings in
countries they are working. Because of the restrictions,
they have been sending only the money required for the
well-being of their families or for other matters and kept
back the rest until they came back. So, we have to change
that situation. I am sure that with this Bill, the money they
have been reserving in foreign banks can be brought into
our country and banked here.

Actually, it is our duty to look after them. There are
only a few people doing professional jobs, but about 70
per cent of the migrant workers do small jobs. The Hon.
Minister of Foreign Employment, the Hon. (Mrs.)
Thalatha Atukorale is not here. Those workers have
problems. The problems they face are made known to us
as Members of Parliament. Then, we go to the Ministry
and do the needful and look after their problems. I must
thank the Hon. Minister because she gives the due respect
to the workers. When we solve the workers' problems for
them, they are happy. This is a cycle. Some people work
abroad for years and years, they come back and then,
another lot goes - it goes round and round. The problem
that these workers face today - I must come out with that -
is, once they come back here, there is no organization to
give them proper advice. So, most of the time what
happens is, once they come back, money is spent
unnecessarily and once again, they go abroad. So, I
request the Hon. Minister of Finance and Mass Media to
have such a setup. There must be a setup where they can
seek advice on spending money properly once they come
back here so that they can improve their lives and go on
with that money. So, that part must be included in this.
Only now the Hon. Minister of Foreign Employment
walked in. She is doing her part. In the Electorate I
represent, over 30,000 people are working abroad. All of
them are poor people. But, what is happening is, once
they come back, they spend their money and when it is
finished, they go back.

@O §Roews00e) O5IBneH

(el @ SewevenwSTHIGLD 2 miliilert Sjeuiss)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

OO @16¥08 HOT Dwmo
(omressrL 8@ pamioL Heuai)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)
Sir, give me one more minute.

OO0 BDEH
3@ 8w)
(wraflg (Hpwg) sosr sgiICasrre - Ceefipr b
OTflVeuTILIL] HeDLOFFT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale - Minister of Foreign

Employment)

Hon. Member, I want you to know that we have
already started a reintegration programme, through which
we are trying to help them with financial benefits, to start
self-employment schemes and all that. In future, under
the migrant workers' welfare scheme called “Shramika
Surekuma”, which we introduced last year, they will be
monitored by the officers attached to the Ministry of
Foreign Employment.

gnemIde Ouwslds (Sede dBw

®G @0e¥08 H»HOT Bwmo

(renTfl@ waniL Heual)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Hon. Minister, I thanked you before you came in for
the work you do.

O DR gnedoc DVsISw
(orardle (HEws) sosr ossGaTraD)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

I know, thank you very much for that.

®©O @608 HO8 Bwmo

(wrenrfl@ wpapwl Heual)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

But, that is not enough. Even the Hon. Minister of
Finance and Mass Media must look into this.

O YRowsNGe) I Fn®

(orewTLLll@ SemevedWSTHIGD 2 mrifleri Sjeuideir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

OO @608 HOS Dwmo
(omressrL i@ pamiwL Heuai)
(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)
Okay, thank you.

OO R0 O5IEn@H

(oressryLll@ HeweVedLSTEHIGLD 2 mylifleri Sjeuigsir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan,
you have five minutes.

[0, 5.41]

OO BN GosTewst Onmo

(wraryufle ehraTwpds U Cnes)
(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.
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®C D0 DEySe Swmo

(oreTyLll@ STrds LTeLE;W)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Hon. Presiding Member, at the outset, let me thank
you for giving me nine minutes to speak about the new
Foreign Exchange Bill brought in with the intention of
replacing the outdated Exchange Control Act, No. 24 of
1953. This Bill has been contested in the Supreme Court
albeit unsuccessfully and by some quarters, strong
opposition has been voiced against the Bill.

Sir, in all honesty, I feel that any Hon. Member who
speaks about the Foreign Exchange Bill should
fundamentally ask the question, “Why do we need
foreign exchange controls at all?” After all, the effect of
any such Bill would ultimately be either tightening the
foreign exchange controls or loosening those. We also
know that trade in yesteryears did not carry any exchange
controls and from an economic standpoint, imposing
exchange controls would only mean suppression in
demand and restrictions to the citizens. We have also
seen, considering the global trend, more and more
countries are moving away from exchange controls. So, it
makes all the economic sense to relax our exchange
controls and create greater demand. I think it should be
the way or at least the direction in which we should
move, in a long-term perspective. But, in the short run, it
is different.
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We do not live in a perfect world and we certainly do
not have perfect markets. So, in such circumstances, it
becomes increasingly important to think inward and
primarily, to be concerned about one's own economic
interest. We have seen how foreign exchange robber
barons have manipulated markets at the risk of economic
collapse of smaller countries and have also seen how
these nations have safeguarded their national interest
using temporary exchange control mechanisms.

So, the fundamental question is not about the direction
of this Bill, but rather about the safeguards and the
timing. We should not forget the lessons we learned from
the Asian financial crisis of 1997. As a result of the Thai
Government’s decision not to peg the Baht against the
Dollar, a wave of financial instability spread across Asia
quickly, which resulted in currency devaluation of 38 per
cent and a stock market reduction by 60 per cent. So, in
any foreign exchange Bill, it is vitally important to
consider the safeguards more than the direction.

And the other important aspect to consider is the
timing of the Bill. Are we trying to open up our markets
at the most acumen time? Take, for instance, the current
political situation. Now, it is being aired that 18
Government Members have come to their good senses
and decided to sit in the Opposition in the near future.
Irrespective of the merits of this story, this is not
conducive for investor confidence. Sir, this joke of a
Unity Government’s amazing ability to mismanage the
entire economy can result in capital outflows, if this Bill
is made into law at this juncture. We have a serious
balance of payment problem; our trade deficit has
expanded to US Dollars 2.5 billion in the first quarter and
our exports have declined during the first three months of
the year and have been stagnant around the US Dollars 10
billion mark. What usually offsets the trade deficit are the
worker remittances and our earnings from tourism. Take
the case of tourism, for instance. This year up to June, we
have had a whopping 4.8 per cent growth. Do we really
need even a Minister to achieve this growth rate? I have
seen on social media that Sri Lanka has been rated by
several magazines and organizations as one of the best
places to travel to. So, that is good publicity. At a time
with good publicity and of peace, our Minister is able to
achieve only a growth rate of the war era. This goes to
show the complete incapability of this Government to get
anything done other than, perhaps, wasting Government
coffers by buying vehicles for themselves. The problem
with tourism will be even more aggravated if the World
Health Organization declares Sri Lanka as a country with
a dengue epidemic or the respective countries impose
travel warnings on travelling to Sri Lanka. Now, all these
do not go well for Sri Lanka and I believe that the timing
of this Bill is not the most opportune moment.

It was only recently that the country was made aware
that the former Minister of Finance’s apartment rent has
been paid by a person responsible for the biggest daylight
robbery in Sri Lanka. In any other country, the Minister
of Finance would have been jailed. I wonder whether the
other Member who so vociferously defended the former
Central Bank Governor and his son-in-law too has
profited from ill-gotten gains.

Now, I also want to bring into contention the
Government’s inability to understand the aspirations of
the people. This has resulted in many a protest and strikes
by students and workers alike. This has not been
conducive for investments. So, it is best if the
Government at least tries to understand the issues and
provide appropriate relief than take the baton-and-the-tear
-gas approach.

Mr. Presiding Member, we must not only look at the
Sri Lankan context, but also at the global situation when
implementing policy such as this. The world markets
have greatly fluctuated over the past two years, from the
beginning of 2015 through the second quarter of 2016.
Some economists believe that another Asian financial
crisis is on the horizon. For example, China’s devaluation
of the Yuan in relation to the US Dollar on 24th August,
2016 is seen as a symptom. This caused the Chinese
economy to slow down, resulting in lower domestic
interest rates and a large amount of bond float. The low
interest rates enacted by China encouraged other Asian
countries to decrease their own domestic interest rates.
Japan, for example, cut its already low short-term interest
rates into negative numbers in early 2016. This prolonged
period of low interest rates forced Japan to borrow
increasingly larger sums of money to invest in global
equity markets. The Japanese Yen responded counter
intuitively by increasing in value, making Japanese
products more expensive and actually further weakening
its economy. So, all in all, even if we look at the domestic
macro environment or the volatile international markets,
we can conclude that it will be wiser to follow a
conservative path in the near future.

Mr. Presiding Member, if | am to comment on the Bill
itself, I understand that the Bill has been designed after
some lengthy deliberations with stakeholders. However,
whether the final design of the Bill reflects the
deliberations is another question that needs clarification.
One of the glaring differences between the Foreign
Exchange Bill and the Exchange Control Act of 1953 has
been that the supervision of gold trading has been lifted.

Now, as gold can be used as a tool for capital
outflows in a time of political and economic uncertainty,
if capital outflows would take place, there will be no
mechanism for Government to impose restrictions except
by bringing in new legislation. I feel, Sir, the Government
should put more attention to such shortcomings of this
Bill. I think, in general, the decriminalization of exchange
policy violation is a good measure. Many reputed Sri
Lankan business personalities have fallen victim to this
law including the architect of Exchange Control Act of
1953, the late Mr. N. U. Jayawardena, and if my memory
serves me right, even the former Chairman of the
Hirdaramani Group.

Our laws should encourage entrepreneurs and
business personalities to expand their activities and not
put them behind bars or riddle them with lawsuits. So, in
that sense, this legislation is in the right direction. This
Bill will also relax the ability of the citizens to hold on to
foreign exchange. The current Exchange Control Act of
1953, under Section 5, prohibits any person other than an



737 285E8e®sInd 738

[0S 0 DEegBw @wma]

authorized dealer from holding foreign exchange. Now,
this has a moral implication too and some believe this is a
violation of property rights, and I agree. I see no rational
reason any Government should restrict its people from
spending their monies which they have earned abroad
unless of course a national interest is compromised.
Furthermore, Sir, the old Exchange Control Act was an
instrument of inefficiency as each foreign transaction had
to be permitted as the Act itself does not contain any
authorization. However, this issue will be rectified by the
new Bill as commercial banks and specialized banks will
be made authorized dealers and the Central Bank will be
permitted to appoint restricted dealers. However, the
authority of the Central Bank to permit any person by a
special Gazette to transact in foreign exchange is too open
and can lead to irregularities.

®O; YRoess00:ed BT Fn®o

(el @ SewevedwSTEHIGLD 2 mlifllert Sjeuiss)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have one minute more.

®O D02 Dedw Swmo
(oressryll@ sTrde LTev@s )
(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)
Okay, Sir.

Perhaps this Clause was inserted keeping in mind
large projects.

However, I feel there is no need for this as the Central
Bank, in any case, can appoint restricted agents. This Bill
will also allow any person in or resident in Sri Lanka who
holds foreign exchange in a bank account in Sri Lanka or
outside Sri Lanka or owns any foreign assets, which has
not been derived from the conversion of rupees or the
disposal or conversion of any financial or real asset within
Sri Lanka, to utilize such foreign exchange for making
any payment for current or capital account transaction
within or outside Sri Lanka. I think this is an excellent
clause, for too long our Sri Lankan companies have not
been able to venture out overseas due to capital account
restrictions. But. this will give the platform for the local
companies to make their mark on the international
markets.

In conclusion Sir, as I said earlier, I feel this Bill is in
the right direction although we have reservation about the
controls. We feel that the Bill could have been drafted
better in some instances, such as by restricting the power
of the Minister in removing members from a Board of
Inquiry. But all in all, we feel that the most important
aspect will be the timing of the implementation of the Bill
and it should be done at a time of confidence so as not to
create capital outflows. But for that to happen, I think, it
is best if this Government resigns.

Thank you.

@0 §Roes00:e) O5IB &

(wrewTyll@ BeweVeLGTHIGLD 2 milillesi jeuidser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva, please.

[5.59 p.m.]
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The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva - Deputy Minister of
National Policies and Economic Affairs)

Thank you, Sir.

Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, there is no need for the
Government to resign. Perhaps, the Joint Opposition
should resign and finally, let everyone know that you are
incapable of doing anything at all.

Sir, I am actually pleased to have listened to the
Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, who took a very pragmatic
approach and applauded the Government for having
introduced this new Bill. Thank you. That is the kind of
politics we require: good things must be appreciated and
what you think, perhaps, is not so good must be noted. -
[Interruption.] 1 took notes. Let me respond. What you
said is that you do not know why one needs foreign
exchange control at all. You said that it suppresses the
freedom of the citizens; I agree. You also talked about
property rights and economic freedom and I completely
agree with you. This is not the time to bring back
controls, it is the time to relax because, as you pointed
out very correctly, many countries are moving away from
exchange controls. You said that in the long-term, it is a
good strategy. But you had two issues about the short-
term. You said you have to think inwards in the short-
term. The two issues you brought up were "safeguards"
and "timing". So, I liked to respond you because you
made some valid observations.

I agree with you that we have to have safeguards.
What do you mean by a safeguard? I heard earlier the
Hon. Bandula Gunawardane talking about Soros bringing
all his billions and taking away the billions and creating
volatility in the market and so on. But, really, it is not
about holding on to a few dollars, Hon. Tharaka
Balasuirya. That is not the safeguard we require. It is
about creating the opportunity for the foreign exchange
holdings in this country to grow. That is what the
safeguard is about. So, you have to be open-minded about
this. You cannot think about restrictions, but think about
safeguards in the bigger context of giving the
opportunity. I also appreciate the fact that you mentioned
that this Bill gives our local entrepreneurs the ability to
venture overseas.
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B DO HB D A ecmndr. & spFenms’ ACH
@200 ©® WIen 9O DO .

O® Rewo O® 53D BwusIs) o @B8, o® safeguard o=
28 acsi» @ Holdingonto a few Dollars ezwed&@  but
creating opportunities to make more Dollars is important.

I might as well take this opportunity to inform you
that foreign exchange reserves have now gone up to over
US Dollars 7 billion, thanks to the prudent management
of foreign exchange and the ability of this country to
attract opportunities that we have created to attract that
kind of foreign exchange.

Then you talked about timing. You said that the time
was not conducive. Quite hilariously you said that 18
Hon. Members of the Government have decided to sit
with you in the Opposition and that would bring down
investor confidence. -[Interruption.] In fact, it is going to
increase investor confidence, my learned Friend, because
that will give us greater freedom to do what we have to
do; to do the reforms that we need to do without all the
internal pulling of strings and leg tackles that some people
are trying to do to make things difficult for this
Government to operate. Hon. Balasuriya, you also
referred to a serious balance of payments crisis, the
exports falling, worker remittances and tourism. Hon.
Member, the balance of payments crisis has been created
over the last fifteen years. I might take this opportunity to
educate you, if you do not already know - perhaps you do
- that in around 2003 and 2004 when the Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s previous Government left office, the
exports of goods and services as a percentage of the GDP
was 39 per cent, but when we took over the Government
in 2015, it had fallen to 16 per cent.

OO Y000t O5IFn®0

(wrewryll@ SemeVemGThIGLD 2 mliilesTi Sjeuidser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, please wind up your speech now.

@0 (008 w) w88 ¢ BFD2 Owmo

(oreyll (sorBld) anias 5 Asveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Okay. Therefore, your Government or the Hon.
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s Government - he is the leader of the
political party that you support - is the one that has to
take the blame for creating the balance of payments crisis
in this country year after year. It cannot be corrected
even if you wanted to in a 18-month period.

Therefore, I would like to wind up by saying - I only
have a few more minutes to speak - that 4.8 per cent
growth is in fact very good given the circumstances that
we had to undergo. Hon. Member, do you know that we
had a draught that destroyed 55 per cent of the harvest of
Maha Kanna? We had floods that destroyed 60 per cent
of the harvest of Yala Kanna. Having gone through so
much of difficulties, we have still managed to register a
4.8 per cent growth rate. I would also like to take this
opportunity to inform this House that we are expecting
the growth rate to hit 5 per cent.

I will conclude by quoting, the IMF staff team head
Mr. Jaewoo Lee. He said, “Overall fiscal performance
has been very robust. It has been steadily improving in
line with the program or even over performing targets.”
Hon. Member, “Even over performing targets.” The tax
revenue has increased in some cases by 30 per cent or 40
per cent. -[Interruption.]

Mr. Mr. Jaewoo Lee further said, “Going forward Sri
Lanka has to ensure further progress is made on structural
reform, which again leads to medium-term fiscal
consolidation and greater exchange rate flexibility would
be helpful in not only increasing reserves but also
strengthening the resilience of the economy.”

Thank you.

O Y025 5T Fn®s

(orenTLll@ BemevedLSTHIGD 2 mitifleri Sjeuideir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you.

Bewd, ®0 08 WC1emINED HOBDSH.

[6.08 p.m.]

®G; 08 WmGemsnem Ouwm (Beda  ®»OED
3o @)

(oresryflg rail sEewrmhTwEs - GeuaflbTl L sieusd e
S|DLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake - Minister of Foreign

Affairs)

Thank you, Mr. Presiding Member. I would like to
start off by basically mentioning that I thought Hon.
Tharaka Balasuriya was living in a fool’s paradise. He
tried to make innuendos in today’s context of character
assassination, but it is nothing new. That was what he
basically said.

I got up in order to mention not only about the
Foreign Exchange Bill that has been presented but also
about the strong economy that has been built during the
last two-and -a-half years, which also includes fiscal
consolidation and revenue increases. I am so happy that
the IMF has made a recommendation and that basically
fits with the tough times that we went through.

We saw today one of the vociferous members of the
Joint Opposition, Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage,
going on rampage. Probably before too long you will see
the numbers jumping going up, because he was coming in
at the same time that our President walked in. Then, he
went on rampage about what he has been talking for the
last six months. So, there is some coordination between
our President walking in and the guy who has allegations
of bribery and corruptions coming here and speaking on
something that Anika Wijesuriya yesterday spoke. It is
absolutely frivolous and I should say that there is a design
of character assassination in it. So, all I could basically
say is to ensure that your despicable acts -[Interruption.] 1
know, that is Mahindananda Aluthgamage, not you, Hon.
Balasuriya.

I am speaking about this because today my name was
mentioned in Parliament. When His Excellency the
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[0S 68 mS emvnwm Onmn]

President walked in from one side, he walked in from the
other side and started talking about this. So, see the
semblance. Probably, the Joint Opposition will lose
another Member - a corrupt one. That is the problem that
we have.

As you all came to know through the media, I have
been summoned to the Presidential Commission to
inquire into Bond Issue, which is not a new thing. I was
wondering why it took such a long time, because we were
key players whom they were trying to get at. They were
going after all other guys who were irrelevant and now
we are summoned. Without having the courtesy to
consider that I am a Cabinet Minister, he basically
mentioned a date on which the Cabinet meeting is to be
held and that happens to be today. Therefore, I got my
lawyers to inform them that I was unable to be present

®O; YRoess00:ed BT Fn®

(el @ SewevenwSTHIGLD 2 mliileri Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! ©® @0e&%Hed? ©d BDOIIEDHD:
Geowmrys 0T @B.

eDPGEO O R BeDEI® Owmn GEuemews' @Oz
Hewsy, DB eszndze) Sc.

GYBOTLIDS, LTINS VHSE] S WUTHET YT BT QYdsH | TTF6S
BIflsiTy 9y F 6V Gor, FLITBTUIS QYT HOT HEWVEHLD 6B IG5 56N,

Whereupon THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA /eft the Chair,
and THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.

OGS 68 DS EIBNBE WD

(oressryll@ ral smesTTHIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, I am so happy to see you in the Chair at
a time when I am basically mentioning a matter related to
breach of privilege which I wanted to raise today, but-

@O0 DDIBNWBD O

(oresstyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you have only one minute left.

®3G 8 S €IBNBZ DV

(orevsryll@ rall &mHewTTHTWISS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Okay, Sir. I hope even within less than that, I will be
able to get my message across. [ will read my text so that
it will help the message to get across and thereafter if I
have some time, I will speak.

Sir, as you know I have been summoned to appear
before the Presidential Commission of Inquiry on Central
Bank Bond Issue today. This was handed over to me on
Saturday. Courtesy was not offered to me even as a
Cabinet Minister. They did not know that we have to
attend the Cabinet meeting today and they wanted me to
come and meet them on such a day.

However, both the meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers
and Parliament was scheduled for today. While I had

absolutely no intension of disobeying the summons
issued by the Commission, I was advised by the lawyers
that according to our Constitution Parliament is the
supreme body and therefore, it should be given
precedence. This is in view of the fact that this
Commission which is a creature of the Executive is too
supervised by Parliament. The right of an Hon. Member
to attend Parliament without hindrance or obstruction is a
long recognized privilege in the United Kingdom, other
Commonwealth Parliaments and in Sri Lanka. It is
clearly mentioned under Part A (1) of the Schedule of
the Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act. 1 had
instructed the lawyers to inform the Commission of my
inability to attend the Commission on the 25" and would
do so as soon as my Parliamentary duties permitted me to
do so.

Hon. Speaker, I would like to raise this matter
because it was on Saturday that I got the summons to
appear before the Commission on Tuesday; when
everybody very well knows that we are senior members
in the Government and the Cabinet meeting takes place
on Tuesday. Furthermore, they also know it is a
Parliament day. They got messages going out to show as
if we wanted to disobey. I am so proud to be in this
Government where there is freedom even for these
Commissions to call the senior Cabinet Ministers before
them, whereas the Opposition Members who had robbed
this country for eleven years and reduced our reserves are
going scot free. This is the sense of transparency our
Government makes. There was a load of rubbish that
was mentioned yesterday. I will take it up in due course
when I will be able to take more time to speak. Hon.
Speaker, I would like you to go through the privileges
that are bestowed on the Hon. Members of Parliament
and the Cabinet Ministers.

OO DAIBNBDHR O
(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

I will check on that.

G 08 WS €IZNWBZ WD)

(oressrll@ Tall &mheswTTHIW &%)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Government servants must realize that they are part of
Government and they should not try to run the
Government. Today the problem is that these people
think that they run Government policies.

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6rT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I will look into that, Hon. Minister. Thank you very
much.

®G 8 WS €IBNWBZ W0

(orewrLfl@ Tall &hewsTITbTidas)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I greatly appreciate your immediate intervention into
this matter.

O D0 D EySe Owmo
(oreTyLfl@ STrds LTeLE;MW)
(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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B0 DDIBNWBD O
(wrewTyl@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya.

®O; D02 DRedw Swmo

(ressryll@ sTrde LTev@ )

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Hon. Speaker, since the Hon. Minister mentioned my
name, I would like to say this. Without the Hon. Minister
leading us down the garden path, why will he not tell us
whether Arjun Aloysius paid his rent money? -
[Interruption.]

OO DB WBDHD O

(wrewTyl@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

We will do that separately. -[Interruption.] 1 have to
save time. The next speaker is the Hon. Tilak Marapana.
-[Unterruption.] 1 have time constrains. Hon. Tilak
Marapana, please. You have seven minutes.

[e.20. 6.13]

oS BeN &ousm O (8:08m wEwe®Is
3@ ®)

(oreT i@ Flevds wrruer - UlallhsSI0 LesiiGlLITmiLseT
O|WLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana -Minister of Development

Assignments)

®0 WMOWNEHROB, a8 ac DD OB 0® wmn
omQ®un nEB v d Bedsles’ 9@ wecIdn
BBwws. agoig 650 550 0@ s emY®usn d@n B
OB, Cormed Sedr BBOW et wdySamewrsi® @dsf
WOB) CADDI. & BIEHW DNDD, 0®w e®ewy® IR
) 80as WO dodn DBOw CA enm O6 W3wWImICD
PO 0¥ BHOeDwEY 889D o0 o8 BIen
BB ewitr Beadmdl. ® Bmz 88w g¢ O 80 §o
eCI®med® CODE vamuEds |, Sedn BB BIEH®
D05 BB Beadn. Joemsl® cuvemm, 0® dedn 8RO¢
BICHS BB O ¢z Yo 310 BIAsInws DO wf
@D Bedm D. It is a very outdated concept and in the
modern era we no longer need to have so stringent laws such
as what we are now repealing to control our exchange
control resources.

OO WOINEHROB, @@ BRw cvenrsim odfn ey
5 WO @ Bedm. LHvsIHo DOBO amd, a8
eewd »E 9Ec - ¢gd 10w, 15 geco - ® dodn
BBOw I @@ 00 EBE BBO wewo HimmInd
BB 00e@OEHOED wwmB eDcE) Beadx»dir. We have
ratified several conventions abroad. »@= @8 00 w8ce»
odBw BB w@8n O WL g 08 58 emYdBnH
©2®®m BB nEsY dw WO O 9O MeEIIHE BwéEo
BDed & Beld.

2w, ¢ 0@ oo emY®um OB WS VB HESY
280 gdan Wi Sodn 8RO M 0BIHO yOsy ed Wi
By D0 TRORS asd Bedmds. ced By
80D 8ws? B8O cO0DED 88EE dmve cuedm »H, o8
Bedn DB®s memHe Bw & §eE qgod 600 enemsiesy
580 Bedn JODEE mzien w3 By »FOeR® ¢

Bodsies!. 0® smyf emJden @D WEdsy vwed &
e0ECHI0 wer A & §eE I @0 evrEE ©®
0ed ©® mewldmws BOEO »nEsT ged OO «w® B&
wHmE B S OO0 vl 0DBB BuEr ® Smxydo.

Bueed 00 OFOCwr BDDI, 0@ oy emYdum
eONEE Bedstery evIdm® WOy »O BEE e® JoO
cremIDnHG BEE. Jon® S . ©® s
emYPuen ¢d D18 DorBed swiEd BwEr Beamds,
2006 @ 5 ¢0» YeE Baddmime Dgde® wmnm
WO e *® DROWHS, acCcd smn wdonw «®
DOm0 ©dITD BBOw owd 2005 g 25 com
DE®ORSIO e wBO VRO WOe® w®FB wm»
wOo w® DO w®IBTR Yeew ComDO eremIm 0®
wOer BBO grdwem ond amPcen Credstesy snA dD.

B WONBDROB, 8esd O WO E @D RO
®8. woerddyy BBsw BedmDi, WICH ®w §OEHed
988ur WmoTm. Bedvewsy S0 8w Bowverw Bedm
07108 B0168 Be® t.enddns B JDr0 DEyC »ICH OB
O Beso ®ed D gdwsy m0mDr. @enr® &SHBE.

OO DAIBNBDHR O

(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuideiT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@00 EHBAB. ©HIed O’ WOGR gdesy O BIL -
Bued®n 0DEDO 8gd- W0 @0 WO gd@S WICH CA
200 wwid Omenc?

6)61 @ﬁ@@d{

(orewrflg o muliilesigsir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

s S@esz @&, wemn es®@» S,

s emOsm SO enBEO o¢ O &0 Bwd» @&

aflsorr Bl LI (B), TmmYS M meiremLiLiL’ L gy.

QYBEITLIY, FLLCAPSVLD (B)TCITL_TLD LPeHMUITSS LOFNILT_ L1011 1 ).
Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.

O 8€OP 6wle2320 ety e308» Ses.:
"o emP@esm gybes @688V 0 8OO
5198 @29 3. - ooy Bl @oez> Oz |

BTOT GBI L .

"L L_@pevd wppL LTI ELO6T DS SWpas&HF
gL t@wrs"” [wresrille Slss wryisT]

Resolved.:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [The Hon. Tilak Marapana.]

20902 3020058 e39 DED GE.

[0 2200229 G@es23038) Ses. |

Supallsh yrmuwii L gj.

[omevrLyfley FLTBIIIST YUT%HET SENVMLD UBIGHTTSH6NT. |
Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

1 02 D298, s25 emQOsenE @20 w0 Swd HJw
GRel Hewlo mo» @&

Tyt aurssth Fi'1 QpagBlor LGHIWITsS 3)i5dhs ot (ho)wsrds
S L_sweruil i1 gy.

Clause 1, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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2 0 DosIB¢.- ¥ ReRD S8s vm®
Bwot®Ozm BBe® 0RO ¢ 18w wn dO.
UTESLD 2.- (FLL S0 BewL pewmLiLI(hSSleusDn @
wsSw eumid) QurmiiuTsailhdsev.)

CLAUSE 2. - (Central Bank to be I‘lrcetSjyonsiblefbr implementation of the

®S; B 1082 Dvmn

(wresrLyfl@ Hevs wmyuesr)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)

OC; BV BROB, @ BHD BEHBT WBERTLVD® PETwry
DO,  Bowe Bovm B0 BIoW s0xald OBy
Bedriess.

"l 22 89ed, 9 O ed€w OISO BB (IPWEDD eI Fed®
DOBIBY:
‘v Bod@me BB wwdm Oy B8ho O smen’
888" "

eooaldme BEo» gps @ gawmas S@ws» &Y, @ws
@8O8z Ses.

BIBGSLD BB LILL B) THmY%CKs e LI/ L.

Amendment put, and agreed to.

2 O dwrYHs, @oewn/Smimicessy, sm» emddsendl
@082 ;S8 BFws g8 Hewsw mox @&

2gyid  urFsL)  BBSSLILL L uTEY FLL PSSO  LIGBMITE
B) 1555 Cov ot (HGIoeorss i 1 swemuflLiLiL’ L .
Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

3 O DoxYBe.- (B Dend 88sY IEHE,

8 e DEDDS 99 WE ¥ ID.)
UTESLD 3.- (gl uBISuilesTTe) Hdg 161k ErHLD
HL_6ML0& EHLD LIswsllaEnLd BlennCeunmiiihsey. )

CLAUSE 3.- (Discharge of poweg’;zﬁ)ﬂies and functions by the Central

®5 B @685 Dvmo

(omevsry L@ Slevds LomyrLIewT)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)

OO BIBBROB, @ sHD BEHD WerIdDw® PESBny
O 0:

"l D 8ged, 22 80 24 ¢ o€ (0 od€ e¢m ¢ nOD)
ROIFDS BB IPEDD OB Pod® WOBID: -
'Demed gluBOowed Bmwd W BICHWO WwIBD,
Bodn DB @¢bned®mined yhBw ece mH® B»on
R @B BRICWw ovd VY 00xeds’ dYed wwem
oCH O BOY C@ ¢ B OB W® BRLSwr B8BsY 8¢
O C1d® @ @.' "

OO 0BROB, @@ ¢dFvem I  wWed
@wI“mOE FRED WO OB EPO woendmw wmed WS
Bedsiess.

OO e5B8BH

(orevstyll @ SalFmeri ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

2058 0080 BEAC qoo@wm adfven m0m wwied
SONISIa O

@G 8. O8. 5Ye MSISEB Owmo

(omevsry 1@ Bgg.6TiD. SY&¥THS &L TTH M)

(The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri)

O ®BROB, @88m wDEIZ BEIC Gao&Bw
aBFeen 0 wwed 928ur me weendds BuEE d¥w

0005 Bedm B gu & OO @e8un misTesy 3B
DD gooBm WIC® ©wWWIedD OO BB edMeDsT &
ZIR 20D,

eoealdmne BEw» gpw @ gamnas S@wsz @8, ews
@8®®» S,

BIBESLD NGNS LI (B) THMI%CY TeiTeTLiLIL L.

Amendment put, and agreed to.

3 02 DwrVHw, eocalSmmoewnsy, smz emidsend
emidesny w0y Swd BHFw bl Hewle o @&

Syp  UTFHLD FHSSULILL UTR —FLLAPVSHIIT LGB UITS
B) 1555 Cousmr(H6loeord; g1 L ewemufl LI’ L .

Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

4 9 DosiBe.- (ARHRH eDegsiesy wvy
s388» edegsIess.)

urgsd 4.- (9 FsTrwefssiinl L eflwrurilsepn
w ELUUGSSLILC L eflwrurilsepin. )
CLAUSE 4.- (Authorized dealers and restricted dealers.)

O B @68 Dvmo
(wresTLfl@ Hlevd LOTrLI6eT)
(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)
O BIBBROB, © B BeWSy Berddy @28ssy

DOBOa:
(1) "2 02 8ged, 28 0» ed€w DS syvnm Wed® IO
@ede »OsIoy:-

'6® By IBRO, S5 DEnwe®mO ewd DEVDEO,
e "

(2)"3 0 890D, 10 0 ed€w @b WS vum ¢Wedm e
@edn WOBIB:-
"B Be@u 085 Bu® mon Gids v Bwd®wsy wy' "

3000l EEw» gnw wm yamen S@wz @8, twr es®@»
Ses.

B BGSBEISHET UGV LI (5) T Mm%l TererLii L gy.

Amendments put, and agreed to.

4 O OoxHes, esoownlSmmicewnsy, sxns ewgdsend
@902 w0 SO B Gl Hewlw mom &

by urFHD  FBSBLIIL L UTEY FLLAPVGHIOT  LIGSITS
B) 1555 Gor et (H6loerrds g1 1 swemull i’ 1 gj.

Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

5 0% DoxIBG.- (§ Com»ed8 83» ewd
e5ID8m yfoRwE d8sY ¢ov ewd OB
ylocemO ¢l880 Bedr) Sodn 5RO ewd
Bedn ODm®.)

UTESLD 5.- (G evmienauilaisiter o LaVG)

@ evBienssullsd suglLieuyTaseysrer < 6lemT(heuflssrmsd
UGS (HHHLILIL L 906V ClFTHSHLOTS
wausSlhbaliLil L CeueflBrlH&F GlFevmeuest]
9|VeVG| GeusibTL_HF CFTdgHSH6T. )

CLAUSE 5.- (Foreign exchange or foreign assets held or owned by a
person in or resident in Sri Lanka.)

®S; B 082 DHmo

(wrewTyll@ Sevd LmryLier)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)

O B BROB, © vHB WS Boerddn @E8ss
®OD:
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(1) "3 o 89ed, 27 80 33 ¢Hfdr o€ (0® 0d€ e¢m ¢ FROD)
90 wosIm."

2)"4 0 8ged, 1 80 4 ¢y 0d3€ (0© ol eem DO
9 ¢ D ¢ g
90 ®»osIm."

ool EEo» wmw w» gane S@w» @Y, e
0@ Ses.

BUBGSBBISHET |GV LI (B) Mm% M Tere L 1 gy.

Amendments put, and agreed to.

5 O» OoryBw, eecaldmmicewsy, smns emilsend
@002 w0y SO HFws 2wl Hewlw mox &

Soyb  uTFHL  BBEGBLILIL L UTTY  FLLCPVSGHIOT  LIGHMWITS
B) 1555 Gor ot (H6hoeords i 1 swemull_ i’ 1 .

Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

6 O DosIBG.- (B0® vyne¢nd.)
UTESLD 6.- (BLL1yd Q& (HdEH6VUTBISH6. )
CLAUSE 6.- (Current transaction.)

®S B D682 Do

(omevsryLfl@ SHlevds LomyLiear)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)

O BIBBROB, @ sHD BEHD WoerIdDw® PESBnY
DOBD0:

"4 92 8Jed, 28 0 0w OIMS WD ¢ IEDD eE0IB POd®
®OBIBY:-

"B ocw ewd e 83w gn . "

eooaldme Eom» gne @ gawmas S@ws» &Y, ews
@@z Ses.

BImSSLD BV LI () TDMY% Gl el LI 1 g/

Amendment put, and agreed to.

6 O Owr¥fw, eoewldmmidewsy, smns emidsend
@082 0S80 BFws gl Bewsow o @&

byt oursFs  FBSSLIIL L UTERY  FL L CPVSBIIT  LIGBMITS
B) 1555 Gov ot (HGloeords i 1_ewemuflLiiL’ L .

Clause 6, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

7 0 DosiBe.- (HPJA» omeend.)
UTEFSLD 7 .- ((LpeVS6eards O1a T (H&H6V6UTBIGHED. )
CLAUSE 7.- (Capital transaction.)

®5 B @685 Dvmo

(wresryyfl@ Hevs myuest)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)

O 8IBBANOB, @ s weHsy werddyy @Eduny
DOO0:

(1) "5 896D, 19 0» cd€w d¥ms wuvn EWedm el

Fedn OB~
'0B0ewsy § Hddm opmecyy dSow ovd D8® wewo
Boewde'" ;
(2) "6 o» Bged, | 9 0dw 90mS sun ¢edn emdw
Fedn ®OBIH:-
'D8o0w ewd D8e wews Sedn SBOw edegc® »mE
0B "
(3) "6 D 8ed, 6 O» edw POFWS BB EPEDDH eI
Fed® DOBIH:-
'Ge DEowmO ovd DEVDED gwd G ome¢nds
RIS
(4) " 6 o Bged, 25 0 ed€s 90F®C suvn Ped® eI
@ede »OsIsy:-

'@D@1 OB DN Beesy 9FE 836 g . "

8o Boverw B0 BBO wewr nOB ©© o® ewddnmn
BsEE® 928u mores.

83006l EEw» gpw w@» goame S@w@z 8, e
0@z Jes.

BIBSSBISHET |Gl LILIL (B) T HmY% M T LI/ L.

Amendments put, and agreed to.

7 O OwryHw, eeealdmmoewsy, smn emiOsend
emidesny w0y Swd BHFw bl Hewle o @&

7yth  UTFHLD  BBEHBLIIL L UTHY —FL L CPSVGHIIT  LIGHUITS
B) 1555 Cor st (H6loeord; i L ewemufl LI’ L .

Clause 7, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

8 O» DI Bw.- (g191® vnecy 88 we

@ 99.)
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CLAUSE 8 .- (Regulation of certain transactions.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 8, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 9. - (Guidelines and directions.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 9, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 10. - (Investigations of foreign exchange transactions and
foreign assets.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 10, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 11. - (Failure to comply with a provision of the Act or any
Regulation,Order, Directive, Guideline & etc. made or issued
thereunder.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 11, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 12 to 14 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 15. - (Recovery of sums due to Government.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 15, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 16. - (Provisions relating to permission, consent or
authority.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 16, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 17. - (Burden of proof of permission.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 17, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 18 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 19. - (Admissibility of certain documents.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 19, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 20 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 21. - (Duty of officers and servants to maintain
secrecy.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 21, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 22 to 27 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 28. - (Regulations.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 28, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

29 O DoriBw.- (90 BB ww A8 B8e.)
ourgFsLD 29.- (K& b CLenTsLs EpLD. )
CLAUSE 29. - (Repeal and Savings.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 29, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 30. - (Currency, securities etc.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 30, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 31 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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aurgad 32.- (QuThHeTCHTL6L. )
CLAUSE 32. - (Interpretation.)

®S; BEE D682 Do

(omesory1Lfl@ SHlevds LomyLIcwT)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)

OO0 BBBROB, swn wewsy wealdmw @ 928sxs
OB

"29 D 8ged, 4 O ed€wd 9FIBD © sum IPeds e
anes »OsTH.

1

"g@ms0dw"  wslems’ 9w O Dvwee o
3@m3D0ws @ewed @d; ' "

ool EEo» gne «@» game S@wu» @Y, ews
0@ Se.

Bl BGSHLD (Bl LI (5) 6T Mm% Gl TeireT LIt 1.

Amendment put, and agreed to.

32 O OwsyBw, teewldmimcessy, smns emidsend
@902 w0 SO B Gwld Hewlw mom &

oyip surssL) FBSSLIIL L UTRY FLLAPVESIOT  LIGHIWITS
B) 555 Goremt(H6loeards g1 1 ewemull i’ 1 gj.

Clause 32, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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26 O g DosiBe.- (¢eddx.)
YdHw eurgsid 26.- ( SHewrL_migeir. )
NEW CLAUSE 26.- (Penalties.)

®S B @685 Dvmo

(wreryfl@ Hevd wmrLesr)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)

OO B BROB, Bwm wewsy e DoIBe © 9e8uy
D OBDa:

"24 95 8ged, 26 O 0d€wd @WIBRD © vuvm EOm »O
DosIBe anes ®OH.

'ced®m 26. (1) 0® smen’ BBW»OEO ovd & woest
By B0 ¢ 097 8¢ B¢ B® BewlvwsId, Bw®wsio
el BmrBsI0 8OHBD Hwo MOT CAD, MNBORO, &
e cw Be® »On Cd @B ¢dEdm &, wy
DD B8z, B30, OO ¢5IBe® wews? WOB) P VB
e B0 ne, Bl BBumuemO emnd s
e DRews’ endm 6RwH O HEBO B WOH
C1I® vBaE.

(2) (Do» cedosiBe wder vm0m G ¢Red e¥nedsy
0B 5 @@ DR, I venFm edn & clw
Crdm oCH Be® WO (O IS vy & Fu ne
OO ¢0w® ERDD eCE MO ¢ BN decBd uifuve
LeHOCH 00D BwWdHmB WOT) CIB VB §gnd sisves
oaddce o8 13 0» DosiBed ¢ @B o8
8303w amd & ¢Bwdnw BuEdw me g . "

98852 oz Y, €8 O O Bwd» .
Gl medT U TLILIL (B) 1pSEITUPSOMD OB L1111 1 .
Brought up, and read the First time

®S; B D082 Do

(wreryfl@ Hevd mruesr)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)

®C w5 BROB, "DerIBw @D OF Bwudw ynw"d &
@wd¥5y 0D,

s 5@z 8w, een e®@» Sa.
aflsarr oGl L 5) eTmmysselsmereriiLi L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

OorYfes e emPsmnO Oy BDE @, W L
S8z &Y et @@ Ses.

26 o2 g OwrYHe enz ew@send emidwn wdwed
BB g9l Hewlo mox &

urFsL)  FLL_ PGB CEFidsL CoustHelwspyd  allsrr
Q5 L1 (5) 67D MY Gl Terrer s L g/

269410 Ly FL L CpsVGSIe0T

B) 15555 Gov ot (HGloerrds i 1 swemull_ i’ 1 .

UTFHLD

LGB WITS

Question that the Clause be added to the Bill, put and agreed to.
New Clause 26 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

CBeEIG
I|L_L_auemewt

SCHEDULE

®5 B @685 Dvmo

(wresryyfl@ Hevs Lomyuesr)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)

OO BIBBROB, BHD BEHDT WoeRIVDB 1 9wy
DOO0:

"30 &2 8Qed, 'w®dneried cue¢EdEd vy, BB® Bddn
ODECNDS Bo0® 0necDR eRw owd yId® onecnDn’
OC® BEPYT) CIW OB 8 wem NEs VB «.' wm VOB
0050 '@w@8mwsy BOBe®N oy, BB BEdn omecy,
Bo0® OPELT) ECH W PBID OPELMNOD ECH® BEDY)
ClE® B 8 BiOs me wBx.' v DOm» wedn »osin."

esooaldme EEw» gpw @ gamne S@wz v, ews
e®®» Ses.

BIBSSD NGNS LI (B) TS Y TeireT LI/ 1.

Amendment put, and agreed to.

cBeEOmNG  weealSmimicewsy, oz emHdsend
@902 w0y SO B @l Hewlw mom G&.

gL BIBSSULIL L UTRY — FLLCAPVSHIIT LIS UITS
B) 555 GorsmtBHeloerrds g1 1 swemull i’ 1 gj.

Schedule, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

8&es 20w
aflfleys GQuwir
LONG TITLE

®6; BE= D168 Dvmn

(resTfl@ Hlevs LOTrLIeDT)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)

OO DI BROB, BwH BEHsT weerdme & @28ss

»CHOa:

"l & 8Jed, 'O80y BOL B DBDWm PO wewo ¢
Beodn BB®ws yobamw B3O v ST B/Z' o DO®
P0WS & 001D 'Bwdnmne BHEO B 38m 1C1e8d@
©ewg; Bodn 8R0w yosmwe BB 6wy Bwdnmne BB ws
DO edn HOH."

esoealdmne BEEw» gpw @ gamae S@wz @8, e
@8®®» S,

BIBESLD MBS LI (B) THMI%CYs TeiTeT LI L.

Amendment put, and agreed to.

88es 2090  eoowISmmicewsy, e ewmidsend
emdesny w0y Swd BHFw bl Hewle o @&

allfloycs  Gluwi- B BEELILI 1 TRy FL L APVGHINT LIGHUITS
B) 1555 Cosmm(HGloeord;s i L ewemufl LI’ L .

Long Title, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

g dwrlHe ww 2906 s ewfdsend emidess)
0580 BIes @3l BHewlw mom &,

o225 ewHOs», 00wz 8HHO Osbmr oz &,

FLLIOTEG — UTFHUPL)  FWVLILILD — FL L PGB  LIGHUITS
B) 1555 Cor st (H6loeord;s i L swemull_ LI’ 1 .

FLL_@PSVLD B 5555155 615 L 60T il snds GAFuiwsLsii’ 1 .

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.

O B @085 Dvmo

(omessrL L)@ SHlevds LomyLIGHT)

(The Hon. Tilak Marapana)

G WOIBNBWROB, "em emPBBm ¢ BIO® OJ
Bds gre" 8 ® ewddm IO,

O ABVER wDEDD Owmo
(omresTll@ LbSIeL G 6mTeuTHevT)
(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)
298 ESeddes.

TUBSTT.
rose.
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B0 DDIBNWBD O
(wrewTyl@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

O ATVLE @ OERD Owmn.

@G IBVEE QDB Owmo

(oressTyll@ LbgIeV & 6ewTeouiT HeuT)

(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)

O DONINBHROB, 88 0220 9EEH»Do.

OO DDIBIWBDHD) O

(oressryifl@ FUTBTWST Sj6uiTaeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

eOnOxIE 0280 9Fem»r. 020 ey »OWO 8¢
BBEO wew O gdewd Eecmdlr. We will use the new
method.

@8¢® 820 209¢ 8 gOes sy § €520 esgg-
Lfleyewt] speilss) sp i Lisor-
At the conclusion of the division bell-

B DB

(oressTyll@ FUTBTIWST SjeuiT e

(The Hon. Speaker)

WO HWS DO PEHOE DROm e ©
OB ensy 9EE 8310l & D1ed® 0®® n®ediw
8EACO 00 Ov o FmOn BT g9 8188 BBOE »I&.

208Be0xIned ¥y eFm®

(uTrrEBLeTHF CFWweTeTT BHTUISLD)

(Secretary-General of Parliament)

O OTFOGB, 08 npOs ©BOD BBO wewo
8€fedsT® 00| OGO 00T § guwsmred D&d 83w
@n8. 0cdnD, O O wsined Bedm on vB dmde
On, 80 erd g e0m C€ B 38 OO #BCeCEO v
0 -80 006 g0 A & B BB e B ¢a&. -
gDBWND Yo we 8. [ BBO] ayso
OFoGTed Owsd #BEeE weme OB o® wewo
20008 woeg. »@d, ONFOs BB ecommed s
#HBCeC BEmWOC B ydn Bw & wey 88 edmsy
HBEOR BEW T CReOD Beadm.

Be®» aBEC In swB doos On A O
QDBIBHO BWVYST BE B OB OB Gumcwd "RD",
"mym" ww "D B8I8" wmeds’ #rice Y WO
3Dy, emg BB enedsy "ved" wstmw, on
3B eddme®st "8G5 dR8"  wsimw, o ®E @0
edned®sy "dxicw 2o0x OB 838" wsims
HeD®DI. "t $rYcw 808 WmIBTm HyOOE" wmedny
OO0 DONEDRS YR WEIO 8D QU CBect 3B
DHOYH WO GEE PN EPCDeWsTY 9E G BIDo.

OO DDIBI WGBS

(oressryfl@ FUTBTWST SjeuiTaeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

°®® miww ey DYIsTeEed wyewsine O
D0y eOmD. ©d OTFFOGH, Sy BHOw HIOD
BB ¢5f BDed dx¥ecw e me wiBE.

@O DI @D Y E@ @Io®w emE .
()5BS LILIGHV 1M G5 BLIL) DYTLDLILLTES])
(At this stage, the voting commenced.)

OO DABNWBDH O

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Bog o0wmn® &rfew G & gdwmme? 0OEDE
Beadmde? gu108Emdn Bedmdr 5H® WS eI B
ResdsIey, 88 wwis ecsIm®. v® 38 A0S @ »O
©0 OGO af VDD, 0@m Be§ gDt Beso
28 O Bt #B. DO auEE»0sY Beadmrds
DO WOEIWMOE ¢ O WOT®. O IVEE
QDD OB, guniymd Bedmdlg? Hon. Leader of
the Opposition, is there any issue? [PiDs BEOR]| Bese
EDROed #BE B TIHed 000 Bedmo
BOD. O® "ued" sxYew YR WOB O BT wewsy
»Eo.

So¥¢cs Gmom DBy sago-
UGB (BILiLiledr Lisor -
On conclusion of the Voting-

OO BB O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST S)euidseir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©C OIBOGA, 1Y IO ed Br¥¢w ymr Bied®
IC®W &DWImE.

&5y yBOE evsIOsim.

OO0 8% S8 B el Oum (D8&se
0 BRud®ss HEOIMS T gLI®BRO)
(oresryflg sridlef allgdls allmwepef QFmisr - Birlurser
LPMID BT UTELPEY (LPHTEMLOSSI6U HIeHLOEFIT)
(The Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa - Minister of
Irrigation and Water Resources Management)

298 ESedds.
STUPBSII-
rose.

OO DOIBNBHD S
(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiTs6r)
(The Hon. Speaker)

RN yameE Bed5da?

@G ®8& B8 B el Swmo
(oresrflg sriflesh alledls g w el QFTiiFT)
(The Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa)
®od 88 vene wined edews Beando.

OO DAIBNWBDHD O

(omessTLll@ FUTHTWST S)euiaeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

°® ugl addMd B @l ) Bedsim aB. Y,
2es B0 00 OB HYBINBIEEEIO ©PIEWI® BWEPD R
©08. & Ben @® o SErious e WO WO eCH OO
G 8B35Do. [ RBBOS]| BDedD m> ©53. [P
ABB®8] Now, we close the voting. Only two devices are not
working.

OO0 $OBROB, VI®ied Benw 5B Bwsiz.

O ®8& B8 Besws@én @ewaBes Dwmo
(orevrflg sridlest afledls aflegwiwpesh! QFmiigT)
(The Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa)
ol .
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B0 DDIBNWBD O
(wrewTyl@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©J See e,

®O] GrsDe0I8w® wd®uri¢st Sumo
(wrewTyll@ rreeuGrrguwid &b LibgeoT)
(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)
YR IEIN

OO DB WBDHD) O

(wrewTyl@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay. Now, publish the result. We can give the figure.
Only two devices are not working. e® g0efede gog »H®
BasEe yedome mosimy. 00 OGO @ S ICE
@5, F0 e 0053e5Y 5B HO® BwsID.

©® @OIHed so» wewsy HO wwn wbwed g S5O
80000 gebwmw ombes.

(B)st1Couswemuiley, —Hpeugptd  GIIWTHET — FLITLOIITL LIGSH/sITEm
1 2D meD Flewguflsh et G L Fy)

(At this stage, the following names appeared on the digital screen
in the Chamber.)

Bexe sy SOBO ¢nd sw» ¢uedr &8¢ - swled 94:
80 18 wpyedsy ed¢eedcs.

Blvsglreflws)  eurdels@BLiL) — (penmsHBImTBIS  LITTTEELODLD
IABss): Friurs 94, ssglrres 18

According to Electronic Voting, Parliament divided: Ayes 94:
Noes 18

G 002. Hon. S. B. Dissanayake Yes
G 003. Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva Yes
G 004. Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Yes
G 005. Hon. John Amaratunga Yes
G 006. Hon. Lakshman Kiriella Yes
G 009. Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka Yes
G 013. Hon. Rajitha Senaratne Yes
G 014. Hon. Ravi Karunanayake Yes
G 016. Hon. Kabeer Hashim Yes
G 017. Hon. Sajith Premadasa Yes
G 019. Hon. Mano Ganesan Yes
G 021. Hon. Thilanga Sumathipala Yes
G 022. Hon. Anura P. Yapa Yes
G 024. Hon. Tilak Marapana Yes
G 026. Hon. Vajira Abeywardena Yes
G 027. Hon. S. B. Nawinna Yes
G 028. Hon. Sarath Fonseka Yes
G 031. Hon. Navin Dissnayake Yes
G 037. Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakse Yes
G 040. Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara Yes
G 041. Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala Yes
G 043. Hon. D. M. Swaminadan Yes
G 044. Hon. Abdul Haleem Yes
G 046. Hon. Sagala Ratnayake Yes
G 049. Hon. Daya Gamage Yes
G 050. Hon. Faizer Musthapha Yes
G 051. Hon. A. H. M. Fowzie Yes

G 052. Hon. Dilan Perera Yes

G 053.
G 056.
G 060.
G 061.
G 063.
G 064.
G 066.
G 067.
G 068.
G 069.
G 070.
G 071.
G 073.
G 074.
G 076.
G 082.
G 085.
G 089.
G 094.
G 095.
G 096.
G 097.
G 098.
G 099.
G 100.
G 101.
G 102.
G 103.
G 104.
G 105.
G 106.
G 108.
G 110.
G111
G 112.
G 113.
G 114.
G 115.
G 116.
0 002.
0O 004.
0 007.
0O 015.
0 017.
0O 021.
0 022.
0O 025.
0O 026.
0 027.
0 029.
0O 039.
0O 044.
O 046.
0O 052.
0O 054.
0 057.
0O 060.
O 061.
0O 064.
O 066.
O 068.
0 073.
0 074.
0O 075.

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
. Ruwan Wijewardene
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
. Nihal Galappathi
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
. Gamini Lokuge
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Hon

Hon

Hon

Lakshman Seneviratne
Ravindra Samaraweera
Niroshan Perera

Mohan Lal Grero

A. D. Premadasa Champika
Sujeewa Senasinghe
Wasantha Senanayake
Wasantha Aluvihare
Sudarshini Fernandopulle
Eran Wickramaratne

Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena
Ameer Ali Shihabdeen
Lasantha Alagiyawanna
Faizal Cassim

Harsha De Silva

Ashok Abeysinghe
Karunarathna Paranawithana
Manusha Nanayakkara
Lucky Jayawardana
Vadivel Suresh

Edward Gunasekara

M. S. Thowfeek

J. M. Ananda Kumarasiri
J. C. Alawathuwala

Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana
Ranjith Aluvihare
Abdullah Mahrooff

Srinal De Mel

Anura Sidney Jayarathne
K. K. Piyadasa

A. A. Wijetunge

Ajith Mannapperuma
Nalin Bandara Jayamaha
Hector Appuhamy

Sisira Kumara Abeysekara
Thushara Indunil Amarasena
A. Aravindh Kumar
Ananda Aluthgamage
Vijitha Herath

K. Thurairetnasingam
Mavai S. Senathirajah
Bandula Gunawardane

C. B. Ratnayake

A. Adaikkalanathan

Sivagnanam Shritharan
E. Sarawanapawan
M. A. Sumanthiran

Rohitha Abeygunawardana
L. Charles Nirmalanathan
Gnanamuthu Srineshan
Wimalaweera Dissanayake
Udaya Shantha Gunasekara
Ranjith De Soysa

Roshan Ranasinghe
Ashoka Priyantha
Chandima Gamage
Mylvaganam Thilakarajah
Mohamed Navavi

(Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama
Thenuka Vidanagamage
Shehan Semasinghe
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Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No

Yes
Yes
No

No

Yes
No

Yes
Yes
Yes
No

No

Yes
Yes
No

No

No

No

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No

No

No
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0 079. Hon. D. V. Chanaka No
O 081. Hon. Sujith Sanjaya Perera Yes
O 083. Hon. Bandulal Bandarigoda Yes
O 086. Hon. Imaran Maharoof Yes
O 087. Hon. Ashu Marasinghe Yes
O 088. Hon. Ishak Rahuman Yes
0 089. Hon. Malith Jayathilake Yes
0 090. Hon. Piyal Nishanta De Silva No
0 096. Hon. Prasanna Ranaweera No
0 098. Hon. Kanchana Wijesekara No
0 099. Hon. Indika Anurudda Herath No
0O 101. Hon. Mujibur Rahuman Yes
O 102. Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna Yes
0O 103. Hon. Jayampathy Wickramaratne Yes
O 104. Hon. (Mrs.) Thusita Wijemanne Yes
O 105. Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijeratne Yes
O 107. Hon. Hesha Withanage Yes
0O 108. Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe Yes
O 110. Hon. Chathura Senaratne Yes
O 111. Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi Yes

Electronic Voting Result

YES 94
NO 18
ABSTAIN 0

OO DB WGBS

(oressryfl@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

By Su¥c SOBO amd  wFed 948; mHBBO sFed
B25Y¢as €Y 30100 028; ewfed - G Buie 052500 968.

o225 emg@um SO enmEO woewnldmmmicewsy, Y O
OO 28w 6308 o &

GYBOTLILG, FLLCPVILD  BBRSBLIIL L UTLY  CPSTDTLILPSOD UITE
wH AL B plsop Seumm i 1 g.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.

OO DB S0

(omressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiTeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B5ics DOBOO wwewdns EARE ©®ITTVewsy @3
180 ednBw ye momdo.

€390 WE DO, DO LBYIWBDDOa.

DEDHDO

phdemauiy
ADJOURNMENT

@0 eBEO BBade Dwmo

(omressryfl@ svgagiosst &liflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

O ®ONBDROB, "w8Be®nD ¥ WE mI®
@ne"B ® ewd®mn .

a5 38985 0 8.
flsoTir sT(BYESMIDLILIGIID D).
Question proposed.

OO DABNWBDH O

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@D WE DPe® o0wd¥mNd ©d;
@535t OB ®o.

oD@ ®

@® ¢0Eed ©d Bewdys ®idm ©HsBRD §Eym
OO g’s.

FDTEO OO MW GuewmewsY 9O How,
o Boewdss 2902 FIHRESTS 5100 [@ct ©eED®
300D RN Owmn] Erwzde) .

QYBOTLIDG, (OTTLIG FUTBTUIST  YUTHEOT  YbBTTFT
Slefleirgy  ysGou, Gupsselior UIBleh  sallFreri  ysuismer
[torsssrLyfgs ClrsDsuLh SyewL_dEVBIG6IT] HEDCVEDLD 6 FBGB TS5 61T.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER leff the Chair, and

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
SELVAM ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.

0 Bewdss 02 eswisBn®

(oressryflg Guwdbseaisr Ursls sallerert ojeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Qaareuy 613l baHL A% Hemeveur.

gno1ewsy § ylocesy 8@sTVews’ ded
DOR® 9f BB
SrestroNCUTeT L &6 ClGTLLTeT orflsst
&L LUTL 1gemest Blewm GeummisHev

FULFILMENT OF GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENTS
REGARDING MISSING PERSONS

[6.57p.m.]

OF GoDeci8we® wdusiesy Puwms (860 Bb@ded
52BHHE)

(wrewryllg  TreuGrrswid  FDUbSET - TSlTEBL S
YPsDaur)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the
Opposition)
Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees.

May L, Sir, first read my Adjournment Motion.

"Whereas the issue of "missing persons" particularly in the
Northern and Eastern parts of Sri Lanka has been a serious issue for
some time.

And whereas families of missing persons have in the past several
months been carrying on peaceful demonstrations in all Districts in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces to highlight this issue and to impress
upon the Government the urgent need to bring this issue of "Missing
Persons" to a satisfactory closure.

And whereas these families of missing persons have been
interacting with Government and have been assured that the following
steps would be taken: -

@) the names of all persons who were in custody at that time the
present Government assumed office and the places in which
they were held in custody, would be made public and

(ii) the names of persons now held in custody and the places in
which they are now held in custody would be made public

(iii)  that representatives of families of missing persons would be
enabled to visit 'secret detention camps, in which some
persons have allegedly been held in custody, and which these
families have become aware of
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[061 GoesDecI8w® wdusiess @wmo]

(iv)  that the Office of Missing Persons would be operationalized in
terms of the law enacted in August last year, and that through
this process, the families of these missing persons would have
the opportunity through various steps that could be taken when
the law becomes functional to bring this painful issue faced by
the families to some acceptable closure. This would bring to
an end the trauma of uncertainty, and lack of any reliable
information whatever, which the families currently face.

And whereas (iv) above has been initially fulfilled and by the
required notification, the Law relating to the Office on Missing
Persons enacted on 23rd August 2016 has been made
operational.

And whereas the Commitments made at (i), (ii) and (iii) above
have not yet been fulfilled.

And whereas the fulfilment of the Commitments at (i), (ii) and
(iii) above are fundamental to the families of the missing
persons, acquiring confidence in the whole process which is
critical to the success of the whole process and genuine
reconciliation.

It is reiterated that the building of confidence in the families of
the "Missing Persons" is fundamental to the success of this
whole process, and genuine reconciliation.

Release of relevant information which only the Government
possesses and has the capacity to officially release, should be a
first step in the commencement of the process relating to the
implementation of the law on the Office of Missing Persons.

This Motion urges the Government as a matter of urgency to
fulfill the Government's commitments stipulated at (i), (ii) and
(iii) above and without delay commence the process at (iv)
above."

In fact, Sir, I have written to His Excellency the
President in regard to this matter on the 20th of July and 1
am tabling* that letter. I will not read the whole letter. I
will be thankful if you will direct, Sir, that this letter be
published at the end of my speech in the Hansard.

There are thousands of people, families of missing
persons, who have been demonstrating and carrying on a
protest in all the Districts of the North and the East - in
Jaffna, in Mannar, in Mullaitivu, in Kilinochchi, in
Vavuniya, in Trincomalee, in Batticaloa and in Ampara
wanting a closure to this question of missing persons and
wanting the Government to release information pertaining
to the missing persons, so that they would know what
happened to their next of kin and this has been going on
for a long time. In fact, I have been going and meeting
some of these people. Recently, I was in Kilinochchi. A
couple of days ago, I had occasion to go and meet those
people. I think, Sir, the time has come for necessary
action to be taken on the part of the Government to
convince these people that there is a process which is
taking place that will enable these people to be given
information in regard to their kith and kin who have gone
missing and as a result of such information being made
available to these people, the trauma that they are
presently undergoing will come to an end. These persons

* WO gOemned se I 2.
* o_sorullaaflpydluilsb i Geirengy.
* Produced at end of speech.

will acquire some solace from the fact that information is
being made available to them and that they will be able
to bring this matter to a satisfactory closure where the
persons will stop their demonstration and engage
themselves in the process of assisting the Office of
Missing Persons to ascertain the truth in regard to this
matter.

I might say a few words, Sir, in regard to the role of
the Office of Missing Persons. They are the vital part of
investigations. They can come to a conclusion consequent
to their investigations in regard to a particular person
who is said to be missing. After that, they can issue a
certificate that will enable these people to obtain either a
Certificate of Absence or a Certificate of Death, one or
the other, which would entitle them to various reliefs;
they can be given reparation and other forms of support.
Such a process and steps that I have outlined above
would result in the families of the missing persons being
able to obtain some credible information pertaining to
their missing kith and kin and it will give them some
measure of solace in regard to the trauma they are
presently undergoing.

I want to say a few words, Sir, in regard to some
statements being made by some important persons in
regard to this Office of Missing Persons which are
intended to persuade the Government not to take action
that needs to be taken in terms of the law that has been
enacted and to prevent this matter being brought to a
closure in some acceptable way. I want to state, Sir,
very clearly that the issue of missing persons must not be
confused with the war.

In the war that was fought, the armed conflict, on the
one hand there was the armed forces who were engaged
in conflict with armed combatants. That was the conflict
that went on for several years. All persons who went
missing, all persons who disappeared were unarmed
people. Whether they were unarmed civilians, a lot of
parents surrendered their unarmed children to the armed
forces because they wanted an investigation to be held
and for them to be released so they will be safe. On the
contrary, if some combatants were taken into custody, the
combatants were so taken into custody when they were
unarmed, when they were no longer armed combatants.
So, in the case of all missing persons, Sir, it is important
to remember that the missing persons were unarmed. I
want to specifically mention that the persons who went
missing, who were unarmed must not be confused with
persons who were engaged in a war, who were armed
combatants.

Recently, Sir, I found that the former President, Hon.
Mahinda Rajapaksa has been making a statement that the
missing persons law contravenes the Constitution. If the
missing persons law contravenes the Constitution, he
should have gone to the Supreme Court and challenged
that law which he did not do. He should have spoken up
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in this Parliament and challenged that law which he did
not do. He has stated that the whole country is in danger if
the law is implemented. I think it is absurd, Sir, because
the law pertaining to missing persons merely enables the
office of missing persons to conduct certain investigations
to find out what happened to the person who is said to be
missing and give information to the next of kin in regard
to their investigations to enable the next of kin to be
reconciled to the reality and the truth of the current
position pertaining to their next of kin. But, here it is
sought to be made out that the country is in danger; that
the country’s security is being jeopardized and that the
Government is trying to do something which is harmful to
the country. I do not think the Government should allow
itself to be dissipated it in any way by such propaganda
from doing what needs to be done, Sir, because the
trauma of the families need to be brought to an end. I am
concerned about this propaganda because the propaganda
has been carried out on the basis that the war heroes, the
soldiers who fought the war would be made to suffer, if
this law was implemented. Now, I would think, Sir, that
this is absurd because if one reads the law, one can find
out that there is no question of soldiers being in anyway
jeopardized or endangered as a result of the law being
implemented. The law is intended to ascertain
information which will give some relief to families of the
missing persons.

Furthermore, Sir, we are concerned about the
genuineness of these concerns for soldiers and war
heroes. We all know the way Field Marshal Sarath
Fonseka, he was then General Sarath Fonseka, the way he
was treated after the war came to an end and after the
Presidential Election in 2010. We all saw him in
prisoners’ clothes. He was described by the former
Government as the best Army Commander in the world
who brought the war to a satisfactory conclusion.

But after he contested the Presidential Election in
2010, he was taken to prison on some very flimsy charges
and we saw the way he was treated. After all there was no
person who was more famous as the result of the war than
General Sarath Fonseka, who is Field Marshal now. But
he was taken into custody. He was humiliated. He was
insulted. We all saw that. These are the very persons who
now claim that war heroes will be affected if the law on
missing persons is implemented. So, I do not think, Sir,
the Government should pay any heed to these statements
that have been made by some persons in order to create
tension in the country, arouse communal passion amongst
Sinhala people and create a situation where the people
will not be united, but will continue to be divided. I think,
Sir, we should be very clear about that matter.

A large number of soldiers fought the war. They
carried out the instructions of their Government. They
were engaged in a war against armed combatants. Nobody
can convict those persons of any crime. They were
carrying out duties entrusted to them by the State in
keeping with the instructions of the State. But there were

others, innocent unarmed civilians who were taken into
custody. There were others who were taken into custody,
unarmed combatants, some of whom have been molested
and in fact even raped and some of whom have
disappeared. We saw on Channel 4 some of the terrible
things that have happened to some of the persons who
were taken into custody, both males and females. There is
enough evidence on Channel 4 to really see what could
have happened. Those are the persons who will have to
face investigations and some charges, if this matter is
proceeded with. But the implementation of the Office on
Missing Persons (Establishment, Administration and
Discharge of Functions) Act cannot bring that about right
now and I do not think criticism against that law on the
basis that these persons would be affected should
influence the Government in any way in delaying its
implementation of this law. Therefore, I would urge the
Government, Sir, we ask that the list be published of
persons who were in custody when the present
Government took over office and the list of persons who
are presently in custody because we want the families of
missing persons to be given this information.
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I am finishing up, Sir.

The families of missing persons say that some of
these persons were held in custody in secret camps. We
want that also to be dealt with by these persons being
enabled to go to these camps and see for themselves the
true position.

I think, Sir, now the necessary gazette notification has
been made in regard to this law being brought into effect
without delay. That should be implemented and that law
should come into force. The seven persons who will
constitute the Office of Missing Persons must be
appointed without delay and they must commence the
various steps that they can take under that law including
investigations,  providing  reparation,  providing
compensation, giving information to the people in regard
to what happened to their kith and kin. I think, Sir, that
this must be done without any delay. This is a
humanitarian problem where the families of missing
persons want to know what happened to their kith and
kin, their dear ones. I think the Government has a serious
responsibility to make such information available and I
would urge the Government to act expeditiously in regard
to this matter.

Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I second the
Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition and would like to say a few words with regard

Email

20" July 2017 - 0 d y
His Excallency President Malthipala Sifisefa to operationalizing this Act.
President Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

Calombo.

Your Excellency,

It is a matter of regret that it took almost one year for

02/ o/ Office:

Sri Lanka

Missing Persons

You are aware that the issue of Missing persons has been a serious issue, and that

both in the North and East, for several months, demonstrations have been carried out by
families of missing persons, for a resolution of this issue.

Many members of these families had either handed over their kith and kin to, or seen

their kith and kin being taken into custody by Security Forces .Substantiai numpers of
persons so taken into custody were young civilians not involved with any armed militancy.

| have met with many of the Families of these missing persons and my last meeting

was with families of missing persons at Kilinochchi on 12" July.

Some of the families of these missing persons have also met with your Excellency

It would appear from all what | have been told, by these families: that there was a

commitment by Government to make public

(i) the names of all persons who were in Custody at that time your Excellency’'s

Government assumed office and the places in which they were held in custody, and

(ii) the names of persons now held in custody and the places in which they are now

held in custody

(iii)  that representatives of families of missing persons would be enabled to visit ‘secret
detention Camps, in which some persons have allegedly been held in custody, and
which these families have become aware of ;

(iv) that the Office of Missing persons would bé operationalized in terms of the Igw
enacted in August last year, and that through this process, the families of these missing
persons, would have the opportunity through various steps, that could be taken when the
Jaw becomes functional to bring this painful issue faced by the families, to some acceptable
closure. This would bring to an end the trauma of uncertainty, and lack of any reliable
information whatever, which the families currently face.
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This is no doubt a very difficult issue, but the Government has an obligation by the families
of these missing persons who are it's own citizens, to enable them to bring their extreme
trauma to an end.

I'urge Your Excellency to outline a programme inclusive of the matters, | have outlined at
(i), (ii) (iijand (iv) above, to address this issue of ‘Missing Persons’ in a meaningful and
purposeful way.

Thanking you.

Yours sincerely,

RA e o

His Excellency the President even to list it under a
particular Ministry. An Act such as the one that we are
discussing now, which all of us are convinced will bring
about some kind of solace to the relatives of the missing
persons. The Government should have acted faster. It was
bold enough to bring in the Bill and pass it amidst much
din in this House, but then, was reluctant to make the first
Gazette Notification for so long without any reason. The
reason given was flimsy, that there was a small
amendment that was required. Amendments can be
brought to laws at any time and that is no reason why the
Act should not have been operationalized.

Secondly, even operationalizing has not still taken
place, because the Hon. Minister must give a date on
which the Act comes into operation and that has not
happened as yet. There is no necessity to delay this any
further.

Thirdly, as I said on an earlier occasion, the
Constitutional Council must act swiftly and appoint the
seven commissioners who will then be able to give effect
to this law. The Government obviously must allocate
sufficient funds for the functioning of this office,
because, as was stated by the proponent of the Motion,
this is an investigative exercise to find out what happened
to the persons who is said to be missing.

As the Hon. Leader of the Opposition said, it is a
further matter of regret that the former President, who
was at the forefront of the struggle of the mothers in
1988, 1989 and 1990, who went to the United Nations
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances and championed the cause of Sinhala
mothers on the case of their sons going missing, is
misleading the country today and opposing this
mechanism falsely stating that this will endanger the

Rs country and falsely stating that this Act is in
ampanthan . . .

Member of Pariiament contravention of the Constitution and so on. When the
Leader of the Opposition

Copy to: Hon Ranil Wickramasinghe
Prime Minister of the Democratic Socialist Republic
Of Sri Lanka, Golombo.
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[This schedule is also placed in the Library.]

Bill was taken up for debate and when there was much
disturbance in the Well of the House, the Hon. Vasudeva
Nanayakkara was here singing songs. I told him that he
along with the former President Rajapaksa were the two
who fought the case of the Sinhalese youth at that time
and if he was behaving like this, he is showing himself up
to be a racist. That is what the former President is also



771 2017 4& 25 772

doing now. If he could do that at that time, now he turns
180 degrees and says the opposite when most who are
affected are Tamil youth, then, he is nothing but a racist.

The Government that took the right step in the
direction of reconciliation of transitional justice must
move forward without being reluctant, without taking two
steps back after taking one forward and act decisively, so
that people will have confidence. But this is a matter of
regret again. The persons who were eagerly awaiting this
office to become functional are now losing hope because
of the reluctance of the Government. This is the correct
mechanism, not the commissions before which they went
and gave evidence. This is an investigative mechanism
that will somehow go into each case and try to find out
what happened to the persons who went missing. So, this
must be given the highest priority and I hope the Hon.
State Minister of Defence, who is here to reply, will give
that assurance on behalf of the Government today.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene - State Minister of

Defence)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition has requested that we submit the
names of all persons who were in custody at the time the
present Government assumed duty, as well as the names
of persons now held in custody, and the places in which
they are now held in custody. At this moment, Hon.
Leader of the Opposition, I would like to table* these two
documents which gives the names of all persons who
were in custody at the time this Government came in,
where they were held, the number of people, the names,
the date of arrest, case numbers and the court name and
the remand prison in which they are now held in custody.
I would like to table that so that the Opposition Members
can see the names. We are more than ready to publicize
these names as well.

Of course, the third question is whether there are
secret detention camps. I would like to assure you that we
have no secret detention camps. The three Forces do not
have any political prisoners or any prisoners from the
war. Everything is very open; anyone can come and have
a look at. If they suspect that there are places like that,
they are more than welcome to come, speak to the
authorities and go and inspect those places and see
whether there are secret detention centres in these camps.

As for the reconciliation process, Hon. Members, I
know that there has been a slow progress. But, I assure
you that this Government is steadfast in seeing this
reconciliation process through. What we want is, this
country to heal its wounds; we want this country to
prosper. Not only the Sinhalese, the Tamils, the Muslims,
the Burghers, every single person living in this country
has to feel safe in this country and they have to have the
feeling that they are included; they are Sri Lankans and
they have the opportunities that everyone else has. So,

* getmmaced »dr g o.
* BIfleneVWIGHI) sW6Us S LILIL (RATeNS).
* Placed in the Library.

we - our President, the Prime Minister and the
Government- have always promised that we will see this
reconciliation process through and that promise is not
something that we are going to break.

In fact, on the question of missing persons, I also had
the opportunity to go and meet some of the family
members of missing persons. We had the opportunity to
bring some of the family members to Colombo and we
had a meeting with the Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka, the Hon.
(Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe and with the IGP where
they raised their concerns with them. Of course, they had
the opportunity to meet the President as well. So, we do
take their issues very seriously and I know that it is not an
easy thing for a family member to keep wondering as to
what happened to their loved ones. I think, finally, the
President has now signed the Gazette and we have the
Office on Missing Persons which will now start its
activities soon. Through that, a lot of people will finally
find solutions for their problems.

In fact, the former President as well as the Joint
Opposition have been trying to demonize this Office on
Missing Persons saying it is bad for the country, it is
unconstitutional and it will be taken as a tool to go after
the security personnel of the three Forces.

0 Bewdss 02 swisBn®

(reryllg Gusseisr Lrsls sallFreari yeuisser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. State Minister, please wind up.

OO G1O5T BBwDEND Dvwmo

(wresrLfl@ Heuedt el weurgeor)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene )

I have to say that these are all untruths. I think, with
the setting up of Office on Missing Persons, not only the
people of the North, even the people in the South, the
families of the armed forces can finally find out what has
happened to their family members who are missing in
action, who are believed to have been taken by the LTTE.
So, there is nothing to demonize. This is good for the
country to heal its wounds. I reassure you that we are
totally committed to the reconciliation process, and we
want to see this through.

Thank you.
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It being 7.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 26th July, 2017, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 07th July 2017.
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