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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the
Chair.
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asked the Minister of Industry and Commerce:
(@ Ishe aware that-

(i) the people who have made their living on
lacquer-related  products are getting
distanced from that industry at present;

(i)  there are problems in regard to raw material
and the market; and

(iii)  this industry could bring a lot of foreign
exchange to the country?

(b)  Will he inform this House,-
(i) whether lacquer products are exported;

(if)  if so, the export income received in the year
2015; and

(iii)  if not exported, whether action will be taken
to export; and

(iv) if so, the date on which it will be
commenced?

()  Will he also inform this House,-

(i) whether the Government has taken steps to
expand the market for lacquer industry in
the country; and

(i)  if so, the aforesaid steps?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Sustainable Development and
Wildlife:

(@)  Will he accept that -

(i) the lrudeniyaya Colony in Polpithigama,
where over one thousand five hundred
families live at present, commenced
settlement in  the 1970s under the
government’s cultivation drive; and

(iiy the settlers have faced with many
difficulties as they do not have legal title to
the lands they possess?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i)  in which year the title of lands was vested in
the Wild Life Conservation Department in
respect of this settlement, in which all the
infrastructure including permanent houses,
roads, schools, cooperative shops,
community centres, electricity and societies
are present and all the government’s
administrative activities are carried out;

(i) why steps are not taken to release these
lands in a backdrop where even clashes
occur between officers of the Wild Life
Conservation Department and the settlers
due to the difficulties referred to above;

(iiif)  what resolution / decision was given to this
problem, which was presented before the

Consultative Committee on Wild Life of
the Sixth Parliament by former Member of
Parliament Mr. Namal Karunarathna; and

(iv)  whether steps will be taken to release these
lands according to such resolution/
decision?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Provincial Councils and Local
Government:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether route permits have been issued for
private buses within the Uva Province after
the present Good Governance Government
came to power;

(if) if so, for what routes such route permits
have been issued;

(iiif)  of the names of persons who have obtained
route permits in that manner; and

(iv) what criteria were followed for this
purpose?

(b)  If not, why?
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Hon. Member is making a proposal. Let him make the
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Hon. Minister, please take note of that.

@0 0oBed Gedmoz Owmo
(omessTLll@ ewUFT WerGLIT)
(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)
I will take note of it.

O ABNBEDR®)

(omeTLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, the Hon. Minister has taken note of it.
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asked the Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation,
Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs:

(@ s he aware that-
(i) the people in Katpahapuram village in
Sampaimadu Grama Niladhari Division in
Vavuniya Divisional Secretary's Division
were displaced in 1990 due to the war;

(i) out of those families who were displaced,
130 families were resettled in the year 2009,
without any basic facilities; and

(iii)  they have not received Government relief or
Housing scheme yet?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether necessary action will be taken to
provide these people with a housing scheme
and other necessary assistance for the
persons who have been resettled; and

(i)  if so, what those actions are?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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@) @G, sreir?

asked the Minister of Industry and Commerce:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the amount of money that had been
allocated by the previous government for
the establishment of the industrial zone in
Ulapane in Nawalapitiya Electorate;

(i) the number of factories that were started
and run in the aforesaid industrial zone; and

(iii) the number of factories that have been
closed down by now?

(b)  Will he also inform this House whether a new
programme has been prepared to upgrade the
industrial zone mentioned in (a) (i) above?

(c) Ifnot, why?

@06 86500 D8@2sT Bwmn (WE@osim ¥ Doéwds OGH
3@ ®0)

(orenryflg Blevr’ uBuFer - wsSESTL HMID euTessii
OIVICUCDBET HHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen - Minister of Industry and
Commerce)

Hon. Speaker, | answer the Question.

@ (i) Rs.90 million
(i)  Nineteen factories
(iii)  Four factories

However, measures are being taken to lease
the land blocks allocated to the closed down
factories to new industrialists after their
project proposals are processed and
recommended by the Regional Industrial
Service Committee and Ministry’s Project
Evaluation Committee and thereafter with
the approval of the Cabinet Ministers.

(b) Yes.

During the last two years, improvements have
been made to infrastructure facilities by
constructing drainage systems and by renovating
main road about 1000 metres and byroads about
410 metres in length spending Rs. 29 million.
Besides, street lampposts have been erected on
both sides of the internal roads. It is planned to
construct an administration building and install fire
extinguishers in the industrial estate in this year.
The Department of National Planning has
allocated Rs. 20 million for these purposes.

(c) Does not arise.
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(=) @HTCD, eysir?

asked the Minister of Industry and Commerce:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

(v)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)

the quantity of rice imported by the Lanka
Sathosa during the period September, 2014
to February, 2015;

whether tenders were called for this
PUrpose;

what amount was quoted by each tenderer;

the amounts paid to the Sri Lanka Customs
and to the Sri Lanka Ports Authority for
clearance of imported rice and as
demurrage, separately;

the import price and sale price of rice,
separately;

what loss was caused to the Lanka Sathosa
accordingly;
what quantity of rice was sold out of this
consignment;

what quantity of rice spoiled and the date on
which Cabinet approval was granted to sell
it as animal food;

1670

(ix) the quantity that was sold thus, the sale

price per kilogram and the loss caused,
separately;

(X) what firm purchased the spoilt rice and

what quantity was so purchased; and

(xi) the amount spent by the Lanka Sathosa

during the overall process from the import
to the sale, proceeds from the sale and the
loss incurred by the Lanka Sathosa?

(b)  If not, why?

@07 56908 R8H8sT Bwmo

(oresoryfl@ Moo Ligudsor)

(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen )

Hon. Speaker, the Answer is as follows:

@) (i) 257,557 metric tonnes.

(i) No.

(iif)  There were no quotations called through a
tender process. However, Letters of Credit
were opened based on the Proforma
Invoices sent from the General Treasury
and the Line Ministry to the former
Chairman of Lanka Sathosa Limited. Eight
times, the Banks had issued the following
Letters of Credit.

Under Letters of Credit
LC No | Bank Supplier Commod- | Qty Price
ity (MT) Per MT
(USD)
24186 | People’s | United White 50,000 |430.00
Bank foods Ltd., | Raw
India
26193 | People’s | Omvishkar | Ponni 1,040 |455.00
Bank Export, Samba
India
64568 | Bank of | Bangladesh | Nadu 25,000 |450.00
Ceylon GtoG
Bangladesh
63537 | Bank of | ACP Indus- | Ponni 48,309 | 488.00
Ceylon tries Ltd., Samba
India
63519 | Bank of | ACP Indus- | Nadu 4,887 |408.00
Ceylon tries Ltd.,
India
63519 |Bankof [ ACP Indus- | Ponni 37,705 | 488.00
Ceylon tries Ltd., Samba
India
33283 | People’s | United White 30,000 |405.00
Bank Foods Ltd., | Raw
India
33274 | People’s | Trident Ponni 31,354 |510.00
Bank Champer, Samba
India
Total 228,295

Hon. Member, they have paid only under
DP terms, the details of which are as
follows:
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Under DP terms (Deferred Payment) (vi)
Com- |[Estimated [Estimated sales|Estimated cost [Losses in-
N | Supplier Commodity QTY Price modity [sales qty Revenue (Rs.) [of sold gty curred (Rs.)
0. (MT) | perMT (Kg) (Rs.)
_ . (USD) \White 73,023,204.001 3,651,160,200.00 4,673,485,056.00|(1,022,324,856.00)
1 | Omvishkar Export Ltd., Ponni Samba 1,040 470.00 Raw
India
Ponni Samba 1038 240,00 Nadu 35,216,947.001 1,936,932,085.00| 2,253,884,608.00| (316,952,523.00)
Nadu 957 435.00 Ponni | 67,967,614.00] 4,078,056,840.00 5,097,571,050.00{(1,019,514,210.00)
Ponni Samb 260 485.00 Samba
onnisamba ' Total |176,207,765.00| 9,666,149,125.00| 12,024,940,714.00/(2,358,791,589.00)
Nadu 5,380 | 455.00
Ponni Samba 1,066 535.00
Ponni Samba 2,392 | 520.00 (vii)
Nadu 52 420.00
- - - Description MT
2 | Shamila Spices Ltd., India | Nadu 517 440.00 : - -
P Estimated quantity sold for human consumption 176,876.00
Nadu 1,087 455.00 Quantity issued for animal foods 68,282.00
Nadu 988 460.00 Total quantity sold 245,158.00
Nadu 3,292 | 435.00
Ponni Samba 1,878 520.00 .
(viii) Date of Cabinet approval: 16th March,
Mohan Sundaram Ltd., Ponni Samba | 520 522.00 2016.
India
Uma Export Ltd., India | Ponni Samba | 1,560 | 520.00 Quantity issued as animal feed: 80,680
Luxmi Export Ltd., India | Ponni Samba 500 520.00 metric tonnes.
Star Export Ltd., India Ponni Samba 2,575 520.00 ('X)
Nadu 1,000 |435.00 - - -
Quantity |(Kg) [Total cost (Rs.) [Selling[Sales value (Rs.)|Loss incurred
Nadu 1,250 385.00 issued for |Avg. price (Rs.)
- animal  [Cost per
Ponni Samba 1,000 |535.00 tood ber (<q)
7 |Rika Global Ltd., India Ponni Samba 910 505.00 Kg
6,976,796 64 446,514,944.00 38/ 265,118,248.00| (181,396,696.00)
Total 29,262
Grand Total 257,557 3,471,683 64 222,187,712.00 38 131,923,954.000 (90, 263,758.00)
(iv) Payments to the Sri Lanka Customs: 57,833,991 75 4,337,549,325.00 38| 2,197,691,658.00](2,139,857,667.00)
Customs Duty paid by the Lanka Sathosa
for Customs clearance of the rice stocks: 68,282,470 5,006,251,981.00 2,594,733,860.00( (2,411,518,121.00)
Rs. 132,770,828.72.
Payments to the Sri Lanka Ports Authority:
Payments made to the Sri Lanka Ports )
Authority for the importation of rice stocks:
Rs. 648,450,056.09. Name of the Company Purchased Qty. (Kg)
Payments made to the Sri Lanka Ports Ceylon Grain Elevators PLC 30,500,000
Authority as demurrages Rs. Gold Coin Feed Mills 10,500,000
187,621,525.00. New Hope Lanka Ltd. 2,800,000
V) Pussalla Meat Producers 12,900,000
No |Commodity |Weighted average price | Selling Fortune Agro Industries 5,000,000
of 1Kg of imported Rice | price of 1 Super Feed (Pvt.) Ltd. 5,000,000
Kg of Rice Tharul Farm 282,470
1 | White Raw 64.00 50.00
CiCc 1,000,000
2 |Nadu 64.00 55.00 LMP Traders 300,000
3 Ponni Samba 75.00 60.00 Total 68,282,470




1673 8Ee®xsind 1674

[0 Besodd PEH85T @wmn]

(xi)

Description Rs.

Cost

Total cost of 257,557 metric tonnes of rice 17,936,808,820.00
Add: Other indirect expenses 1,237,421,575.20

Total cost 19,174,230,395.20

Revenue

Estimated revenue from rice sales for human 9,716,286,625.00
consumption

Sales revenue from issue of rice for animal 2,594,733,860.00
food

Total sales 12,311,020,485.00
Estimated losses incurred (6,863,209,910.20)

Note: The total cost does not include the
Finance Cost and the duty waiver payable
by the Line Ministries (Ministry of Co-
operative and Marketing Development and
Ministry of Food Security). For the above
calculation, we have considered only the
landed cost to the Lanka Sathosa.

(b)  Does not arise.

@0 (e0Des) »r8x¥¢ BwBddes Owmo

(wrebr @ (waigdlu srEd) paflbs suiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa)

Hon. Minister, could you repeat the answer for (a) (i)?

@0 8308 D8@8sT Owmm

(omevsrLil@ Plewme Ligluydsor)

(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen )

The answer is, 257,557 metric tonnes.
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(The Hon. (Dr) Nalinda Jayathissa)
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(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen )
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O ABNBEDR®)

(orenTLfl@ FUTHTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

88nd e¢sIm, 00 #OBn®. 0 # OB BwesIm.
You can reply to that Supplementary Question, Hon.
Minister.

yED® I, OO OB EHa.
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(The Hon. (Dr) Nalinda Jayathissa)
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(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen )
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asked the Minister of Industry and Commerce:

@)

(b)

Will he inform this House-

(i)

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

the number of small, medium and large-
scale businesses that were in existence

within the Jaffna town by 1983;
how many of them were belonged to Tamil
businessmen;

how many were belonged to persons of
Sinhalese or some other race; and

whether he will table a full report in this
regard?

Will he also inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

whether the businesses that had been run by
Tamil and Sinhalese businessman in the

year 1983 still continue;
if not, whether the persons who had been

running those businesses or their heirs still
live within the Jaffna District; and

(iii)

1678

if so, whether he will table a full report in
this regard?

(c)  If not, why?
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The Answer is as follows:

@

There is no record or information available
at the Ministry or offices coming under the
purview of the Ministry in regard to the
number of small, medium and large-scale
business that were in existence within the
Jaffna town by 1983. Even District
Secretariat, Jaffna does not have any
particulars. However, according to the
information available at the Department of
Census and Statistics, the number of
industries existed in the District of Jaffna in
the year 1982 were as follows:

Major Industry Division | Establishments Establishments
with 5 and more with less than 5
persons engaged persons engaged
No. of No. of No. No. of
estab- persons | of persons
lishme en- estab- | engaged
nts gaged lishm
ents
01 | Mining & Quarrying 21 1.344
02 | Manufacturing 667 10,787 2,433 5,922
03 | Manufacture of Food, 331 3,743 596 1,637
beverage and tobacco
04 | Textile, wearing apparel 130 1,924 436 1.010
and leather industries
05 | Manufacture of wood 73 474 547 1,442
and wood products
including furniture
06 | Manufacture of paper of 25 315 36 87
products, printing &
publishing
07 | Manufacture of chemi- 15 740 5 16
cal and chemical petro-
leum, coal, rubber and
plastic products
08 | Manufacture of non- 7 2,392 34 66
metallic mineral prod-
ucts except products
except products of
petroleum & coal
09 | Manufacture of fabri- 59 935 357 866
cated metal products,
machinery & equipment
10 | Other manufacturing 27 196 422 798
industries basic metal
industries
Total 1,355 22,868 | 4,866 11,844
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(if)  There is no record available to answer this
question.

(iii)  There is no record available to answer this
question.

(iv)  No. A report cannot be tabled as there is no
information available to prepare a report in
this regard.

(b) (i) There is no information available in this
regard, therefore it is not possible to answer
this question.

(if)  Itis not possible to answer this question due
to non-availability of records in this regard.

(iii) A report cannot be tabled as there is no
information available in this regard.

(©) Does not arise.
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asked the Minister of Ports and Shipping:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Sri Lanka Ports Authority
recruited 175 individuals on 09.01.2014 and
01.07.2014 for a 3-year period of
employment and another 14 individuals on
14.11.2014 without any specific period of
employment and 02 women and 03 men on
20.10.2016 as multi-skilled trainees; and

(if)  whether they have been informed that they
are entitled for 7 casual leave and 14
medical leave, annually?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether he accepts the fact that an oral
examination was held in July 2015 on the
instructions of the Minister and 30 people
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(=) @)eirCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Primary Industries:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether an expenditure report on the
manner in which Rs.50 million allocated
for the expansion of the cinnamon training
academies as per proposal number 168 of
the 2016 Budget Proposals, was spent will
be submitted,

(i)  if not, why;

(iii)  the number of cinnamon training academies
located in Sri Lanka;

(iv) the places where the aforesaid schools are
located; and

(v) the number and the names of persons who
received training at cinnamon training
academies in year 2016?

(o)  If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(@)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of Army, Navy and Air force
camps in the Northern Province and their
extents of land as at 19" May 2009
separately;

(ii) the number of Army, Navy and Air force
camps in the Northern Province and their
extents of land as at 08" January 2015
separately; and

(iii)  the number of Army, Navy and Air force
camps in the Northern Province and their
extents of land as at 30" September 2016
separately?

(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(@  Will he inform this House-

()

whether the same policy is applied when
the children are admitted to grade 1 of
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National Schools and schools governed by
Provincial Councils;

(if)  if so, the course of action that was followed
to fill the remaining vacancies (war heroes
and public servants) that were left after the
children were admitted to the schools
coming under the Western Provincial
Council through a preliminary interview in
2016;

(iii)  whether the Members of the Provincial
Council have been given two opportunities
when the remaining vacancies are filled;

(iv) ifso, the reasons for it; and

(v) if the method mentioned in (iii) above is
reasonable, whether the same method is
followed with regard to National Schools
also?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether the popular schools in the Western
Province have the authority to have one
additional class room and to admit 45
children;

(i) if so, the institution that takes such
decisions;

(iii)  the methodology adopted to admit students
for that; and

(iv) whether a quota (quota for members) has
been granted to each provincial councilor in
the Western Province when children are
admitted to schools?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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Sjaui @)FFemuuile gymlaliiumym?

@)

asked
Highways:

the Minister

@)TEmev, eyedT?

of Higher Education and

(@) Ishe aware that-

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(V)

the construction of highways which was an
extremely significant measure towards
enhancement of infrastructure in Sri Lanka
was a  prominent development strategy
adopted by the previous government;

accordingly, the construction activities of
Matara - Beliatta Highway have been
commenced by now, and the lands required
for the same have been acquired,

the owners of lands have been subjected to
injustice with regard to the assessment of
compensation in the Thihagoda Division of
Matara District;

the decrease of the value of lands which are
left out adjoining the highway has not been
assessed, in comparison with the current
value of lands;

attention has not been paid towards the
plight of the marginalized lands which
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(vi)

are left over when only one part of a
property is taken over; and

the anticipated livelihood loss, which was
calculated pertaining to the acquisition of
paddy lands has not been calculated with
pertinence to dry land farming?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

whether he admits the necessity of an
alternative system for the assessment of
compensation specially considering the fact
that the value of lands adjoining the
highway does not increase although the
value of lands adjoining roads generally
increase with the expansion of a road; and

accordingly, whether steps will be taken to
provide relief to those who lost property,
and cultivations in Thihagoda, Kapuduwa
area?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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You can cope up. The relevant Minister must preside
the Committee.
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You can talk it over at the next Party Leaders' Meeting
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka, on behalf of the
Minister of Sports; to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 4th July,
2017 and to be printed;

and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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(The Hon. (Dr) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana)

Hon. Speaker, | move,

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the Wijeya
Udana Foundation.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare and Kandyan Heritage
for report.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The next speaker is Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran. You
have 15 minutes.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM

ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(orevsryLll@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallgFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, you may speak now.

[3.17p.m.]
@0 8.8, 03 BT5T Swmn

(LorevsTL LA @) 6TLD.6T. SrioBTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, for
this opportunity to speak a few words on this amendment
that has been presented to the House by the Hon. Prime
Minister.

As the Hon. Prime Minister said, this is an important
piece of legislation that the Government brought in. In
respect of the aftermath of the war, there are a number of
things that needed to be done. Truth had to be ascertained,
justice had to be done, reparation needs to be made and
guarantees of non-recurrence had to be ensured. In that
respect, this was one small "baby step”, as | said when we
debated the principal enactment last August.

It is a matter of regret that although the Act was
passed in August last year, to this day, it has not been in
operationalized. 1 am happy that the Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena clarified that as well. One sees the
amendment that has been now placed before the House
just to remove one Clause, and one sees that that has been
made the apparent excuse for not operationalizing this
very important, yet small step, in the direction of
reconciliation in this country. It is an important step, as
the Hon. Prime Minister himself said, that relatives of
persons who are missing must know the fate of those who
have gone missing. It is a horrendous crime to disappear
people and the Government has taken the second step of
gazetting and bringing in the International Convention for
the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance Bill to make that an offence. One hopes
that also will not be delayed and that will be brought very
soon to this House.

The delay in operationalizing cannot be said to be this
small amendment that the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
wanted. Once the Speaker signs a Bill that has been
passed, it becomes an Act and this does not have to be
brought into operation by a Minister. It is in operation.
When the President allocates subjects and functions to
various Ministers, there is a practice of identifying the
different pieces of legislation under different Ministries
and that has not been done. That not being done cannot be
the reason for several steps that could have been taken by
the Act that has actually come into operation with the
signature of the Hon. Speaker.

I was hoping that the Hon. Speaker himself would be
in the Chair when | said this. Being the Chairman of the
Constitutional Council, he could have taken certain steps.
The Constitutional Council has to appoint the
Commission Members for this Office. Now that is a

responsibility of the Constitutional Council. The Minister
has no role to play in that. Therefore, for almost one year,
the Constitutional Council also has delayed being remiss
in making those appointments. The Minister has certain
functions to perform; where it says, "the Minister shall" -
that Minister perhaps needs to be identified and until that
identification is done, it may not be possible for the
Minister to perform those functions. But where it is the
responsibility of the Constitutional Council, there need
not have been any delay and | think the Constitutional
Council has failed to appoint those Members of the
Commission and | trust that that will be done without
delay.

There was a question asked about the Minister of
Defence, His Excellency the President. | saw somewhere
recently - | think in a speech he made in Sampur recently
- the President has said, once this Amendment is passed,
he will identify the Minister and gazette it under that
particular Minister. | hope that guarantee will be fulfilled.
Although this Office does not confer civil or criminal
liability on any person, the functions of this Office is a
very serious function; is an important function. It sets in
motion a process through which the next of kin can
actually be satisfied about the fate of the missing person.
It is not enough merely making statements and saying,
"Well, if they are not in detention or they cannot be
found, either they must have left the country or they must
be all dead". That will be a very insensitive way that a
government deals with this serious issue of persons who
have gone missing. There must be a process and | am
glad that this Office is to be set up because this is the
permanent mechanism, a mechanism that the world
recognizes to be the right process through which all
relevant inquiries can be made, so that the relatives can
actually be satisfied that every effort has been taken to
find persons who are missing.

The fear of the security sector in this regard is
unfounded. Persons have been made to disappear not
only by the security forces. It is true that several
surrendered to security forces and thereafter have gone
missing and the Government and the security forces must
bear responsibility towards that and when inquiries are
made, | believe, that will come out. But, over a long
period of time through this protracted conflict there were
others also who were responsible for disappearing people.
At different times, in different places, people knew if
somebody went missing where to go and look for them.
For instance, when the Paranagama Commission held its
sittings in Jaffna, people who gave evidence very clearly
said, “When my son went missing, | went to the EPDP
office and asked, 'Why are you keeping my son there?’
and they gave us assurances, ‘We will release them
soon’”. All of these came in the newspapers. So, there
was a time when disappearances were carried out by the
EPDP. There were times when disappearances were
carried out by several other armed groups in Vavuniya, in
Mullaitivu, in Mannar and in Jaffna. Given periods of
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time and places, our people know who carried out these
disappearances. The truth with regard to all of these must
be ascertained; must be brought out.

The LTTE too conscripted people, at least during the
last stages of the war. It may be, some people will not say
it for fear that they will be called, “traitors”. But, these are
facts that are known to our people and one cannot hide
this. It is important that the truth is brought out. Only
when the truth is brought out, can there be true
reconciliation. So, | urge the Government not to be fearful
to operationalize this Office. It must be done. Everyone
must know as to who did what, so that other steps that we
take towards reconciliation can be meaningful; can be
something that is evenhanded; it cannot be one-sided that
all will take due responsibility of what they have done
during this period.

| want to say a few words with regard to the
Amendment that was brought to the Births and Deaths
Registration Act since the Hon. Prime Minister made
mention of that. We find that although Certificates of
Absence have now been made possible, in actual fact,
people are facing severe difficulties in obtaining these
Certificates of Absence. There is no clarity with regard to
this. People are fearful that if they obtain the Certificates
of Absence, no further inquiries will be made; nothing
can be further from the truth. Certificate of Absence is the
first acknowledgement by the Government that that
person is missing. Thereafter, the fate must be ascertained
and if it is ascertained that the person is dead, then a
Death Certificate can be issued. But the reason why a
Certificate of Absence is issued is so that there can be
certain other remedial measures that can be taken. The
Office of Reparations must come into being and there
must be other consequences with regard to dealing with
property that was owned by the person who was missing,
even marital rights and so on. The persons will benefit if
they have a Certificate of Absence of their next of kin
who has gone missing.

The officials in the District Secretariats and Divisional
Secretariats also seem unaware or not very clear as to the
provisions with regard to the Amendment that was made.
I am told people are being misled with regard to this and |
would like the Government to make clear, even through
advertisements, pronouncements and perhaps through
circulars issued to Divisional Secretaries and District
Secretaries, the true position with regard to the Certificate
of Absence so that our people will not be sent from pillar
to post and will not have to be in a state of not being clear
as to what they should do. Some are told, “Well, if you
obtain this, then no inquiries will be made.” Some are
told, “Only if you get a Certificate of Death, then certain
legal consequences can follow.” So, there is a large
amount of suspicion as to what a Certificate of Absence
can accomplish. | urge the Government to make that
clear.

With regard to operationalizing this Office on Missing
Persons, we do hope that this long delay- | say this is an
unwarranted delay because there was no necessity to wait
for this Amendment. Pieces of legislations are passed in
this House; Bills are passed and made into Acts. They are
amended from time to time for various reasons. Merely
because an Amendment should be made, it cannot be the
reason why that Act should not become operational. This
Amendment removes one Clause where the Office on
Missing Persons was initially, specifically enabled to
enter into contracts with certain entities, but that does not
actually prevent this Office from entering into
agreements, arrangements with any entity. This is a
superfluous provision that is being removed, and that is
why, | think, we will have no objection to this
Amendment.

Thank you.
[3.31 p.m.]

@6 68 RO Bum (HOS 1CH® o BE BOBEB
2@am15®0)

(wreryflg peyls andd - paErS Sl  wHmib
BTeUPBISE) S|eVLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, the Office on
Missing Persons (Establishment, Administration and
Discharge of Functions) (Amendment) Bill though
enacted, had not been put into operation. We heard from
the Prime Minister certain assurances have been given
about the need to bring a closure to the misery of the
people who have had their own kith and kin going
missing during the period of conflict in this country,
particularly, issues relating to the final phase of the war
that ended almost seven - eight years ago, in the year
2009.

Now, it is important for us to bear in mind that the
issues pertaining to the transitional justice agenda, that
we had committed ourselves too, after the Resolution in
October, 2015 in Geneva, has four important limbs. As to
the limbs relating to, we can deal with the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and an assurance of non-
recurrence and steps to be taken to ensure non-recurrence
of these issues of disappearances and the other is of
course, the establishment of the Office on Missing
Persons. The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran who spoke before
me very rightly said that that is a very small step towards
the transitional justice programme towards which the
Government has made its commitment. Then, we have
the need to establish the Office for Reparations. Then, of
course, we have the other more controversial judicial
mechanism with a special council and various other
appendages that are required. This particular discourse is
perceived as something that is having a lack of progress
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in its implementation. I, as a leader representing a
minority party, cannot run away from the realities. The
culture of impunity and the triumphalist rhetoric that has
persisted in this country ever since the war had been the
cause for the lack of progress.

Now, midway through this Government’s tenure, we
unfortunately are witnessing once again the re-emergence
of the partisan interests come into play. The re-emergence
of partisan interests and their politics has been the main
cause for these delays. For instance, our Government
itself is comprised of a broad coalition of several political
parties as well as when this broad coalition came, we also
had within us several civil society organizations which
came together to bring about a regime change in order to
get rid of the disillusionment and anger that was there
among the people particularly as a result - | mean, there
were issues of corruption and various other issues and we
have pledged to go forward and implement various
programmes in order to achieve those objectives. But,
when it comes to issues of transitional justice, | mean, we
have to admit the re-emergence of these partisan interests
that has now come into play.

Let us also look at the Hon. Members of the Joint
Opposition here. They form a part of the ruling party
which is on this side and we cannot deny the fact that
there are significantly varying views on the causes of
conflict and also on the economy. So, this is retarding the
progress of an administration and that lack of progress is
also having an impact in our commitments given in
international fora like the United Nations Human Rights
Council. This is something that we cannot run away from
because it has been perceived over a period of time that
our commitments are vague and that we fell short of our
commitments made before the Human Rights
Commission.

Now, we should not forget the fact that we co-
sponsored the Resolution. Having co-sponsored the
Resolution, the readiness of our Government to commit to
the Resolution in full while taking ownership of its terms
is also important. There has to be a timeline, within which
all these commitments have got to be followed up. Of
course, we can take some respite by the fact that since the
Resolution of October, 2015, there has been a regime
change in the United States as well. The new President
and his team do not seem to be pursuing human rights
agendas in other countries as aggressively as the former
regime. Therefore, there can be some of those hawks who
are looking to renege or to get away from internal
obligations, maybe, hoping that the current US
Administration may look away for a while and that might
give us an opportunity to once again start shifting the
goalpost.

This is where that whatever the Hon. Prime Minister
assured this House becomes very important. He very
clearly said that he wants a closure to the misery of the

parents and the relatives of those people who had gone
missing. Particularly, the implementation or rather the
conduct of the Office on Missing Persons cannot, by
itself, fulfil the requirements without criminalizing
disappearances. It is very important that enforced
disappearances as a crime has to embodied in our penal
statutes; it has to be brought in as a separate statute or as
an amendment to the 100-year old Penal Code. So,
"enforced disappearances” have to be made criminalized
and together with that, we have to have security sector
reforms.

Now, security sector reforms is another issue.

@G Bewdes 220D wisBn®o

(orenrfl@ @ whseallsr LNrds sallFreri ojauiasesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, please wind up.

@G S5S HB® Bwzmx
(wrehdryfl@ poyi amsib)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
Yes, Sir, | am winding up.

Then, of course, the release of lands is also connected
to all these issues. In the theatre of transitional justice, the
release of lands also comes up. A certain extent of lands
have been released, but then, there are large segments of
land in the Eastern Province which are occupied by Army
and Navy camps. There are very plush hotels that have
been built by the armed forces sitting on lands from
which the people of the area have been earning their
livelihoods. They have lost those lands. In the Eastern
Province, | do not see much of a change. Of course, in
Valikamam North, perhaps some lands had been released
and some other lands are also in the process of getting
released, but then, what is happening to the other lands in
the Eastern Province? For instance, in the Thoppur
village, there is a 10-houses scheme where an Army
camp has been sitting for several years. They moved one
camp, but despite the request, they are keeping the other
camp. | had gone and met the Defence Secretary since he
happened to be my own Secretary once. | am told that he
is coming before the Committee on High Posts today
because he is going to Germany as our next Ambassador.
I had persuaded him several times to look at the
grievances of the people in the Eastern Province, where
large tracts of land have been occupied by the security
forces. Those are private lands, which need not be
occupied by the security forces after the war.

Therefore, | think the setting up of the Office on
Missing Persons alone, Sir, is not going to solve the
problem. We need to follow up on the rest of the pledges
that we have made in Geneva. | would like to bring this
to the attention of the Government through you, Sir, and
conclude my speech.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the

Opposition)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees.
We have been given an opportunity to say a few words
on this law of the Office on Missing Persons
(Establishment, Administration and Discharge of
Functions) (Amendment), which had been passed by
Parliament. Consequent to this Amendment that is being
framed in regard to that law, the Amendment is of not
much consequence but may | use this opportunity to state
a few words both in regard to the law and also in regard
to the manner in which this law has not been
implemented since its enactment in August, 2016. There
is a Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council in
October, 2015. It took one year for the law to be enacted
and we have almost come to the end of another year and
the implementation of the law has not yet commenced.
This is what we are all concerned about. We are gravely
concerned because it is the view generally accepted that
when a person has been compelled to go missing, that
offence is, in fact, more serious than even a murder. In
the case of a murder, a man is killed, it is known that so
and so has been killed and any action can be taken in
regard to that crime; the offender can be apprehended; he
can be prosecuted or efforts can be taken in that direction.
But when a person goes missing, that is the beginning
and the end of the story unless there is some action that
can be taken to trace that person. That is why, Sir, this
law was enacted.

There is a public outcry, particularly in the Northern
and the Eastern parts of the country on account of the fact
that a large number of persons have gone missing. It
would appear from the complaints that have been made to
different Commissions that have been investigating this
matter that over 20,000 persons had gone missing,
according to the complaints made. Even in regard to
security personnel, there is a complaint that over 5,000
persons have gone missing. That should also be
investigated. Just as much as the complaints made in
regard to missing persons of the North and the East are
investigated, even the complaints made in regard to the
security personnel who have gone missing should also be
investigated.
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| want to say, Sir, that from the time of the adoption of
the UN Human Rights Council Resolution and from even
before that, we have exerted all the possible pressure on
the Government to act in regard to this matter; we have
discussed this matter in Parliament; we have raised this
issue in Parliament through Adjournment Motions; we
have discussed this matter with His Excellency the
President; we have discussed this matter with the Hon.
Prime Minister;

We have discussed this matter with the Hon. Foreign
Minister. We have discussed this matter at different
levels in Government and we were disappointed and we
are even now disappointed that there has been an
inordinate delay in regard to the dealing with this very
grave and serious issue despite the fact that it has had a
very, very traumatic impact on the lives of tens of
thousands of people in the Northern and the Eastern
Provinces whose kith and kin, husbands, sons and
daughters have gone missing. So, we think Sir, that there
should be no further delay in regard to this matter. This
matter should be dealt with expeditiously. | have looked
at the law and, of course, the Office on Missing Persons is
going to be in Colombo. We would very much request
that there can be an Office in Colombo, but there must
also be an Office at least in some part of the Northern
Province - either in Vanni or Kilinochchi or Mullaitivu or
Vavuniya - where persons can complain and it will be
much more convenient for them if that Office is situated
in Vanni.

Sir, the date of operation of the Office on Missing
Persons Law has not yet been determined in terms of
Section 1 (1) of the Law. | think that should not be
delayed any longer. With the passage of this amendment,
that should be determined; the Minister responsible
should be identified and the Law should come into
operation without any delay whatever. This Law has
sufficient power, Sir, because there are seven persons,
who will be appointed by the President on the
recommendation of the Constitutional Council. They are
persons who are required to have experience in handling
matters of this nature and they have got the power to
search and trace the missing persons. They can establish
tracing units that can deal with the task of searching for
missing persons. There can be reparations granted to these
people, psychosocial support can be given in order to
enhance the social and economic conditions of the
persons who have been traumatized as a result of the
missing persons and warrants can be obtained from the
Magistrate to look for these persons, to search for these
persons and to enter any premises to conduct a search.
There can be even excavation, exhumation of suspected
gravesites where missing persons could have been buried.
So, | think, Sir, the law has sufficient teeth to set in
motion a process, which everyone would have to take
seriously and, 1 would urge the Government, since there
has already been a considerable delay in this Law being
implemented and persons have been missing for a long
period of time, several years long before the war, during

the war and after the war. There should not be any further
delay in regard to this matter and it should be dealt with
as expeditiously as possible.

Sir, there is a general thinking among some sections
of our society that we, as a party, have not exerted much
pressure on the Government in regard to this matter. The
matters that | have mentioned earlier in the course of my
speech, would indicate that, in fact, we have done our
very best to get the Government to act. But, unfortunately
the Government has been slow in acting, possibly for two
reasons. One is the campaign carried out by the Joint
Opposition in particular, that national security is being
threatened as the result of these things being done and
secondly, that the war heroes who fought the war against
the LTTE are sought to be prosecuted as a result of this
law being implemented. This is not correct, Sir, because,
after all, the fact that you trace the persons who have
gone on missing, does not mean in, anyway, that national
security is threatened, nor does it mean that soldiers who
fought in the war are going to be prosecuted.

That is not the purpose of this law. The purpose of
this law is to trace, discover and find out what happened
to missing persons and if it is possible, to release them
and make them available to their kith and kin and if that
is not possible, to issue a Certificate of Absence. Then,
they can use that certificate, that document, to be in a
position to address various matters of concern to them in
regard to relief, rehabilitation and resettlement. For
various things that they are entitled to, they can use that
document to address those issues.

Unfortunately Sir, in our part of the country we, the
Tamil National Alliance, have some political opponents
who have been rejected by the people. They contested
the election in 2010 and they were given a licking; they
contested the election in 2015 and they were given a
licking and those persons who are not behaving now can
be assured that they will be given a licking at the next
election. That will also happen. They are carrying on a
propaganda against the Tamil National Alliance which is
a moderate political party. | take pride in the fact that |
am a moderate; | take pride in the fact that | want
reconciliation in this country; | take pride in the fact that
| want all the people in this country to live together as the
people of this country on the basis of equality and justice,
but there are some jokers in our Provinces who do not
appreciate these things; who always want to confront
everyone. That is not our goal, Sir. Our goal is to bring
about peace in this country by giving the Tamil people in
this country a status which will enable them to have an
adequate measure of self-rule in the territories which they
have historically inhabited. That is our purpose. There
are some people on our side who do not want that
achievement. They want trouble; they want conflict. It is
only when there is trouble and only when there is conflict
that they can politically survive. If there is no trouble,
they cannot politically survive.
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So, Sir, the Government should not make things even
more difficult for us by not implementing the law. The
Government should implement the law and | would urge
the Government not to delay these matters any longer.
The law should be implemented with commitment and as
| said before, | would strongly urge the Government to
establish this Office in some acceptable place in Vanni in
consultation with the people to make the implementation
of the law convenient from the point of view of the
people.

Thank you, Sir.

®G Bendsns 2900 2w
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you very much. The next speaker is the Hon.
D.M. Swaminathan.

[4.22p.m.]
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(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan - Minister of Prison Reforms,

Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs)

Thank you Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees for
giving me this opportunity.  Today the Hon. Prime

Minister submitted his Amendments to the Office on

Missing Persons (Establishment, Administration and

Discharge of Functions) Bill. Therefore, | wish to speak a

few words on it.

LewrieumipeusfliiLy,

Sir Lanka's law enforcement procedures have
recognized for decades that citizens have a right to obtain
State assistance in finding missing family members
through a complaint made at a police station. This
procedure has been used in diverse situations of personal
experience within families. However, in periods of
internal conflict and breakdown of law and order, and
since the first insurgency in the South in 1971, there has
been a growing phenomenon of missing persons as
victims of abduction and enforced disappearances.
Families have also had to cope with the reality of persons
missing in military action during the armed conflict.

The Sri Lankan State, the legal system as well as
procedures of law enforcement agencies have all therefore
recognized that the families of missing persons have the
right to know what happened to that person and their
location or place of residence.

It has been accepted that their families are entitled to
know the circumstances in which they went missing or
whether their death occurred after they went missing.

®G Bewdss 0D 6wsBn®

(orevwsryfl@ Gusseflsr Lrdls sallgreri ojeuidesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Edward Gunasekara to the Chair?

@O ¢88 Bwedmd @™ (B ¢@insn®)

(wreryflg  swrdy) DwGssr -  afllwerwur’ Hidsemn

O|EDLDFFIT)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara - Minister of Sports)

Sir, | propose that the Hon. Edward Gunasekara do
now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF

COMMITTEES left the Chair, and THE HON. EDWARD
GUNASEKARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

Sir, they have a right to information on the cause of
death, the location of burial, where ascertainable, and to
receive the mortal remains of the missing person.

Successive Governments have appointed special
Commissions to investigate issues of missing persons
under specific circumstances. For example, the
Presidential Commission to Investigate into Complaints
Regarding Missing Persons - PCICMP. The final LLRC
Report, in paragraphs 9.48 and 9.50, reminds that these
Commissions have recommended measures to respond to
the phenomenon of disappearances, including a special
mechanism to address these issues and prevent further
occurrences. The LLRC Report, however, refers to the
failure of successive Governments to implement these
critically important recommendations.

The LLRC Report points out that an initiative on
missing person is one aspect of a long-term effort to
achieve reconciliation and resolve conflicts that have
emerged in the post-Independence period in Sri Lanka.
They refer to the fact that “reconciliation is a process”
and that “closure is the first difficult emotive step” for
victims who have suffered the anguishing experience of a
missing family member. The Report concludes that all
efforts should be made by law enforcement authorities to
trace the whereabouts of missing persons and ensure their
reunification with their families.
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In October, 2015, the Government of Sri Lanka
reviewed these realities and recognized the importance of
responding to the issue of missing persons. In co-
sponsoring the UNHRC Resolution 30/1 and undertaking
the commitment on responding to the issue of missing
persons, the Government of Sri Lanka reaffirmed the
view of the LLRC that establishing an Office on Missing
Persons - OMP - would not merely give the necessary
individual relief, but that it is also a first and necessary
step in the path to national reconciliation after decades of
armed conflict. In paragraph 4 of the UNHRC Resolution,
the Government of Sri Lanka made a commitment to set
up an “Office on Missing Persons” and an “Office for
Reparation”, adopting a comprehensive approach to
dealing with the past through a “full range of judicial and
non-judicial measures.”

Article 12 of our Constitution guarantees to every
individual in the country the equal protection of the law.
Consequently, where there have been incidents of missing
persons including those missing as victims of abduction,
persons missing in action or otherwise, missing in
connection with armed conflict, political unrest and civil
disturbances, the State or the Government is
constitutionally bound to take all necessary measures to
search and trace the missing persons, to protect the rights
and interests of the missing persons and their relatives and
most importantly, to ensure non-recurrence of such
incidents.

Legislation to establish a mechanism on missing
persons is, therefore, a commitment undertaken by the
Government of Sri Lanka to afford the equal protection of
law to the people of Sri Lanka under its own Constitution.
It is also in furtherance of the implementation of the
LLRC Recommendations on a very serious problem that
has not yet been addressed. It also fulfils the obligations
of international law by Sri Lanka as a Member State of
the United Nations.

The Office on Missing Persons will be testimony to
the commitment of the Government and the people to
reconciliation and respect for human rights. It will help to
heal the wounds of polarization and disaffection in a post-
conflict society.

It is important to highlight here that the Office on
Missing Persons is neither a judicial body, nor is it an
accountability mechanism. In fact, it is important to note
Section 13(2) of the Office on Missing Persons
(Establishment, Administration and Discharge of
Functions) Act, which expressly provides “the findings of
the OMP shall not give rise to any criminal or civil
liability”. Consequently, no person can be prosecuted for
a criminal offence or be sued under civil or administrative
damages based on the findings of the OMP.

In the above context, it is also important to draw your
attention to Section 15 of the Act, which provides for
complete confidentiality of the information provided to
the Office on Missing Persons in confidence,

notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any written
law. Such information cannot even be obtained under the
Right to Information Act, No. 12 of 2016 and be
compelled to be disclosed even under a court order in
terms of Section 15(2) of the Office on Missing Persons
(Establishment, Administration and Discharge of
Functions) Act.

The OMP addresses the grievances of all missing
persons and of families of missing persons in the country
without any ethnic division. Contrary to some of the
statements made by even the so-called “senior counsels”
to mislead the public, a simple reading of Section 27 of
the Act clearly proves this. Section 27 defines the term
“missing person” for the purpose of the Act to include the
following persons: persons who are unaccounted for and
missing in the course of or in connection with the conflict
that took place in the Northern and the Eastern Provinces
or is a member of the armed forces or police who is
identified as “missing in action”. So, the OMP will also
try to trace the fate and the whereabouts of the remains of
the thousands of members of our own security forces who
valiantly fought the war and have been missing in action.
For example, this mechanism will, hopefully, provide
some closure to the families of the 600 plus policemen
who went missing and were killed by the LTTE in 1990.

The Act further defines the term “missing person” to
include those who are unaccounted for and missing “in
connection with political unrest or civil disturbances”.
For example, we know that thousands of Sinhalese youth
went missing in the 80s consequent to the JVP
insurrection. Their mothers, fathers and families have not
received any answers as to the circumstances under
which they disappeared. The OMP will be in a position to
provide them with the closure they have been awaiting
vigilantly for decades.

In the Act, the term “missing person” further includes
those who are unaccounted for and missing due to
“enforced  disappearances” as defined in the
“International Convention on Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearances”. For example, this
country has experienced large numbers of journalists
being abducted and being made to disappear during the
different phases of our history. The OMP will provide
some answers to the families of those disappeared
journalists and of numerous persons, whose fate is
unknown. It is, therefore, clear that the OMP is not a
mechanism established to address the needs of any
specific ethnic community or any specific situation. The
law was passed to establish a mechanism that would
address the serious grievances of the people of Sri Lanka
across the board, of those of the North and the South, the
East and the West, of Tamils, Muslims and all the people
without any ethnic division.

The OMP is a permanent institution, not an ad hoc
structure set up to address disappearances in one
particular era. |1 draw your attention to Section 10(2) of
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the Act, which provides that the mandate of the OMP
shall extend to missing persons notwithstanding the time
period in which they went missing. Thus, the Act has the
mandate to address the disappearances not only in the
past, but also of any person going missing even in the
future. This will heighten awareness of the problem of
missing persons amongst the population and deter future
occurrences.

For those who have argued that the OMP has been set
up for any other purpose other than humanitarian
purposes, | draw their attention to the Preamble of the Act
and particularly, to Section 2 which sets out the objectives
of the Act, namely, | quote:

"(a) to provide appropriate mechanisms for searching and tracing of
missing persons, and to clarify the circumstances in which such
persons went missing,

and their fate;

(b) to make recommendations to the relevant authorities towards
reducing the incidents of ‘missing persons’within the meaning
of this Act;

(c) to protect the rights and interests of missing persons and their
relatives as provided for in this Act;

(d) to identify proper avenues of redress to which such missing persons
or their relatives may have recourse.”

| also wish to underscore that the Chairman and the
Members of the OMP are appointed by none less than His
Excellency the President on the recommendations of the
Constitutional Council. The OMP is a much-needed
humanitarian effort that is long overdue. | ask the Hon.
Members of this House to visualize how each of them
would feel if, God forbid, one of their own loved ones
went missing. Firstly, if you cannot find that person any
longer, would you not want some answers? Would you
not want to know if he or she is alive or dead? And if,
God forbid, that person was killed, would you not want to
give that loved one his last rites?

There are thousands of citizens of Sri Lanka -
Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims - who have been waiting
for this moment for years and decades. It is the
Government’s paramount duty to provide them with some
relief. And | appeal to the Hon. Members of this House on
both sides of the Floor not to politicize this issue. It is a
humanitarian issue and firstly, as fellow human beings
and secondly, as democratically-elected Members of
Parliament, it is our civic and constitutional duty to
provide the long-overdue relief to the pain and suffering
of the families of the disappeared.

The House has already passed the law and the Act is
now part and parcel of the laws of the country. It is now
our constitutional duty to duly implement it. Therefore, |
ask the House to support the proposed Amendments to the
Act to facilitate the due implementation of this law, which
is of critical importance to Sri Lanka.

Thank you very much, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Douglas Devananda.
You have ten minutes.
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Hon. Presiding Member, the 11™ of August, 2016 was
an important day in the modern history of our country. It
was also an important day for this House. On that day,
this House unanimously approved the Bill that was before
us on establishing an Office on Missing Persons.

Ravi Karunanayake - Minister of Foreign

By taking this important step to establish an Office on
Missing Persons by an Act of Parliament, we sent an
important message to all the people of our country; a
message which echoed throughout the world. After two
insurrections in the South of our country and after a
prolonged conflict in the North and the East, we showed
the world that day that we have now turned a new leaf in
our nation’s journey. We showed the world that this
House is united by compassion for all the people in all
parts of our country who have suffered the fate of having
their loved ones join the ranks of a category called
“missing persons.” We also told the people of our
country, loud and clear, that this House stands firm in
protecting the fundamental rights of all Sri Lankans
provided for in the Constitution of our country and,
helping to heal the wounds of our people. We united that
day to show the world by our actions that we in this
nation are, in fact, guided by the teachings of Gauthama
Buddha that we are governed in our actions by extending
compassion for the grieving mothers, fathers, sisters and
brothers in our country.

As you are aware, Sir, the mothers and the fathers
agonizing over their missing children and the wives and
children, grieving over their missing husbands and
parents is not a phenomenon that is confined to any
particular part our country. There are over 5,000 missing
security forces personnel in this country. Their mothers,
fathers, wives, children, sisters and brothers are still
waiting to know what happened to them. There are
mothers and fathers in the South of our country who have
been grieving for their missing children from the 1980s
and 1990s and are still living with the hope of finding out
their fate. The mothers of the North and the East of our
country, continue to fast and go on processions, grieving
and crying and urging us to find their missing children.

Hon. Presiding Member, today, we have before this
House, an amendment to the Act that was adopted on 11"
of August and certified on 23 of August last year. This
amendment which was proposed in this House on the 11"
of August, could not be incorporated before the approval
of the Bill on that day due to the atmosphere that
prevailed in this House. Therefore, steps have been taken
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to introduce this amendment through this Bill that is
before us today. | urge all the Hon. Members of this
House to support this amendment.

His Excellency President Maithripala Sirisena, just
last week, demonstrated his statesmanship, empathy,
humaneness and respect for the grieving families of the
missing during his visit to Jaffna. Those families, like the
families of the missing from all regions of our country,
who were consulted during the island-wide consultations
conducted by the Consultation Task Force last year, long
for clarity about the fate of their loved ones. Our Prime
Minister has been echoing this message for the last couple
of decades that natural justice should take place and he
has been leading this from the forefront from all ends.

This Office is not our country’s first attempt to
resolve cases of the missing. Previous attempts included
steps taken during the 1990s and the appointment of
Paranagama Commission. However, they were not
comprehensive in nature and were limited in scope. This
Office is of a permanent nature and has a broad mandate
given by this House to search for and trace missing
persons and to clarify the circumstances of their
disappearance. It will be tasked with centralizing all
available data on missing persons and will make
recommendations to relevant authorities to protect the
rights and interests of missing persons and their relatives.
It will also make recommendations aimed at making sure
that incidents of this nature will not happen in the future
in our country. It will serve as a reminder to future
generations of our country of the importance of ensuring
that problems are resolved through peaceful means; it will
be a reminder to us, all of the youth, from all parts of our
country that this nation lost, and help us and generations
to come, to resolve to never allow a repetition of such
horrors.

The Office on Missing Persons will not prioritize the
missing and disappeared of one community over another.
It will investigate the circumstances of the missing
irrespective of the date of disappearance. Members of the
Armed Forces and the police “missing in action”, those
missing in the context of the conflict in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces, and those missing from political unrest
and civil disturbances from earlier decades, will also fall
within the mandate of the Office on Missing Persons.

Sir, some of the Hon. Members of Parliament have
attempted to mislead this House and the public of this
country by stating that this Office has a prosecutorial or
judicial mandate. If they only spend some time to read the
Act carefully, they will realize that the mandate of this
Office is purely humanitarian. It does not have any
prosecutorial or judicial powers. Its aim is to ensure that
we find answers for the grieving families and that we
ensure that we take the required steps to make the people
of our country enjoy sustainable peace and prosperity at
least in the future, with no chances of the horror of

violence and pain that the people of this country had to
face in the past ever being repeated again.

Sir, this is not an issue to be politicized. The question
of the missing is a critical humanitarian concern. Every
human being with an ounce of compassion can relate to
the anguish of the families who do not know what
happened to their loved ones. If one of our own children,
if one of our brothers or sisters, were to vanish without a
trace, imagine how distraught each one of us would be. If
years passed since the incident, without a sign for us to
mourn or to hope, our pain would not diminish. We
would always wonder what happened to them. We would
continue to wonder whether they are alive or whether
they are dead. We would carry the agony of not knowing
what happened to them, all the way to our graves, while
our children and grandchild will also continue to carry
this pain.

As a responsible Government, as a responsible State,
as a responsible community, and as a responsible people
who care for our fellow citizens, we must untie to take
steps to establish this Office without delay and show that
we are a compassionate nation.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Okay, Sir.

On behalf of the Sri Lankans, | would like to read out
very proudly the Official Media Release on this
appointment that was sent to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs yesterday. It states, | quote:

“SECRETARY-GENERAL APPOINTS JAYATHMA
WICKRAMANAYAKE OF SRI LANKA AS ENVOY ON YOUTH.

United Nations Secretary-General Anténio Guterres has appointed
Jayathma Wickramanayake of Sri Lanka as his next Envoy on Youth.
She will succeed Ahmad Alhendawi of Jordan to whom the Secretary-
General is grateful for his dedicated service in addressing the needs and
rights of young people, bringing the work of the United Nations closer
to them. The success of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
depends on empowering young people as rights-holders, agents of
change and torchbearers.

Having represented and motivated global youth development on an
international level since the age of 21 notably during high-level United
Nations initiatives including the declaration of World Youth Skills Day,

Ms. Wickramanayake has also played a key role in transforming the
youth development sector at the national level, notably through the
creation of a large movement for civic and political engagement of
youth people named “Hashtag Generation.”

Presently working as an officer of the Sri Lanka Administrative
Service, Ms. Wickramanayake has previously served as Secretary to the
Secretary-General of the Parliament of Sri Lanka (2016 - 2017), Project
Officer - Youth, One - Text Initiative in Sri Lanka (2015 - 2016),
Member and Youth Lead Negotiator, International Youth Task Force of
the World Conference on Youth 2014 (2013 - 2014) ....”
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Sir, what is being raised by the Hon. Minister is not a
point of Order. He is referring to the -
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@ Sodn mOWR OB 13w, - [ BEOH]

®C; 08 G €925¥032 ™0

(e Lll@ Tall & @HenTTHTIdd:)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Surely this is a singular and a spectacular achievement
for Sri Lanka. |1 know that you do not want to give the
credit. ®® eI RAROTEs Eo-B - okay, if you think
it is not a point of Order, take it in anyway. Butitis a -

[Interruption.] | cannot make it as a Statement at this

particular moment, Hon. Member. Sir, | am only reading
out a good notice coming from the Secretary-General - all
we previously had were negative notices with sanctions
coming on. This is at least to say youth in Sri Lanka is
going to represent the world.
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It further states, | quote:

“.... and Official Youth Delegate to the United Nations, Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Skills Development (2012 - 2013). She was
furthermore a Senator in the Sri Lankan Youth Parliament (2013 -
2015).

Born in 1990, Ms. Wickramanayake is reading for Master of
Development Studies, at the University of Colombo and holds a
Bachelor degree in Science, from the same university.”

So, on behalf of the President, the Prime Minister and
the fellow Sri Lankans, | congratulate her and | wish that
more of such talent from Sri Lanka be recognized.

Thank you.

DT o505 OB5IG @)

(LomewsTL LA G HEPVDLGTHRIGL 2 MILLNETIT Bj6uTdHeT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you very much. ®d; m0m @cgde @wmo.
RIn®ed Bu®» mEae - seven minutes - Beadsdo.

[6.13 p.m.]

@ DO Dcyde Ovm

(omessTLO@ STTdHS LTeLE;TIW)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Hon. Presiding Member, first of all, | must bring to
your attention that what has been raised by the Hon.
Minister is not a point of Order. If you give the Ministers
their way, you cannot conduct the Proceedings of this
House properly.

Anyway, | want to thank you for allocating seven
minutes of the time allocated for this Debate to express
my views on the Amendments to the Office on Missing
Persons (Establishment, Administration and Discharge of
Functions) (Amendment) Bill which was presented last
year in its originality.

Might | digress a little bit from here, because | think
there was an attempt by the Members of the Government
to show what happened on that day; to show that it was a
fault of the Joint Opposition. It should be noted that the
Bill, according to the Order Paper, was supposed to be
taken up for debate on the third week of May. But, on the
request of the Government, the Bill was forwarded to the
first week’s Business, nonetheless the Opposition was in
agreement as long as two full days of debate were
allocated.

It all started, Hon. Presiding Member, with the Prime
Minister’s condescending attitude. He felt that the
LAWASIA Conference, for which he was the Chief
Guest, deserves more merit to attend than a debate of
national importance. He wanted a vote by 11.00 a.m. the
following day. To the Prime Minister, | would say that
this Bill, - the first of four such Bills, which will
fundamentally influence on how the country is governed -

is a love child between the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera
and the Human Rights Council in Geneva. This Bill is so
treacherous and it will start a witch-hunt against our
valiant armed forces. It does not even merit a two full
days’ debate.

Even if the Prime Minister was ignorant of, or chose
to ignore the structural changes in that - whether the
citizens of this country are to adhere to laws of this
country or to higher international laws, or how such
international forces can use OMP to manipulate the
course of this country which can be in the geopolitical
interest of superpowers but detrimental to our own fate -
the Prime Minister cannot surely give more importance to
a law conference. Sir, even if the Prime Minister was
ignorant, which he was not, he should have given the due
courtesy to the citizens of this country, as this is a very
divisive Bill, probably along ethnic lines. The citizens of
this country deserve more respect and deserve to hear a
debate on the merits of this Bill without being pushed
aside by the Prime Minister. To be candid, Mr. Presiding
Member, even for the Speaker, it was not one of his
brightest hours either. For a man who has had such an
illustrious career and now at the pinnacle of the temple of
democracy, he should have done better. And the excuse
that the order was decided at a Party Leaders' Meeting by
the majority also does not hold. If this was always the
case, then we would not need a Speaker. A system where
Party Leaders by majority can decide on anything will
surely suppress the true voice of the Opposition, as was
the case that day. So, it is imperative for the Hon.
Speaker to ensure that the voice of the Opposition is
heard. The decision should not only be made on
technicalities but more on spirit of democracy.

Now, there is also this small matter that when this Bill
was passed, the Members of the JVP agreed with the Bill
on conditions upon three amendments which the
Government agreed. However when the Bill was
published, those amendments were not included. | am not
sure whether Section 11 (a) which provides the Office on
Missing Persons the power to enter into agreements with
any person or organization was one of those amendments,
but even if it was so, then what has happened with the
omission of the other two amendments? Does this make
the Leader of the House who is present over here a liar as
he agreed on the due amendments? Even if we are to
agree that the publishing of the Bill on the first instance
was done erroneously, the amendments could have been
included now. The fact that it has not, goes to show that
the Leader of the House indeed told untruth and led the
JVP down the garden path.

Now, it is my opinion that this Bill should not be
passed at all. This is just the first step of the Geneva
Resolution 30/1 that was brought upon by this
Government on itself. Co-sponsoring the Geneva
Resolution 30/1 and the signing of the peace accord
giving recognition to LTTE rule in the North and the East
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will no doubt go down in the post-independent Sri Lankan
history as the most treacherous acts which a Government
has brought upon its own people. It is small wonder that
both Governments were led by the same man.

Let me emphasize this but it is not to say that a
country that has been ravaged by a 30-year war does not
need any closure and reconciliation. Of course, it does.
And of course, we believe a mechanism must be
developed and be given due process. We believe that
process should be local with observers from friendly
nations, and most of us believe that the process should be
about reconciliation and not retribution. The process
cannot be one-sided either as in this case. We already
know of the members of the armed forces killed and
missing in action. So any Commission or any Office
which seems to find information on one side without
highlighting the atrocities of the other seems to be one-
sided.

There is also the question that it is not morally correct
to punish valiant soldiers who brought peace upon this
Island. Without them, we would still be ravaged by war.
It was only recently that the British Prime Minister
Theresa May said that the UK forces will be exempted
from any European Human Rights Laws in conflict zones.
It seems odd here that in Britain’s case it is protecting its
soldiers whereas we are only too happy to build the
foundation for the prosecution of our forces. Also, Sir,
more importantly, action taken against the armed forces -
even a small issue like not issuing visas- would be
viewed by the majority Sinhalese as an attempt to punish
the soldiers who has brought them victory.

So, for all these reasons, | do not believe that the
Office on Missing Persons will bring reconciliation. In
fact, it will do exactly the opposite. It will create a deep
rift between the Sinhalese and the Tamils and can lead to
more hatred in the country, which is already deeply
divided. So, for all these logical reasons, this is not a good
piece of legislation and this must be repelled at its
earliest, but not without finding a meaningful solution for
closure for the victims of the war.

@0 §R00:t) BTG n®a

(oreryLfl@ SeweVLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTasiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Now, wind up, please.

@ DO DcEde Ovm

(omessTLO@ STTdHs LTeLE;TIW)

(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Since the time does not permit me, | do not wish to
speak further, but | think we really need to study the nitty-
gritty of this Bill and also look into how this Bill could be
used by foreign powers to manipulate the governance of
the country.

Thank you.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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We have got the issue of weighbridge sorted out. |
will take a personal initiative on corruption with regard to
payments and attend to it because | see payments being
made in an ad hoc manner. As we all know, the local
bodies have been corrupt, but with regard to the Colombo
Municipal Council, there needs to be a focus and a
direction.
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Please do not disturb my speech. -[Interruption.] | will
have an investigation on that. As regards to Meethotamulla-
[P0 RBIOA] odnwmem Drewsd ©OHVO g e
3B cudems DN hed® nMOEBHT ovlvene
g s 0® 6ed etmh. & ccdw 8OITTND BBed Hwo
@80 o Bon. & Bw D86 08 Ox¥md. [ BBO] - |
do not want to be disturbed by both my Hon. Friends, the
Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardana and the Hon.
Mahindananda Aluthgamage. You all can make
allegations. But we have to work together. Dengue has
increased not only in developing countries but in
developed countries also. It is not only infrastructure that
Matters. gedess, et ©¢siedd 838g dned »OB BIed.
But, now in unclean water also you get Dengue mosquito
breeding. Therefore, we all have to act with
responsibility. It is easy to point the finger at the
Government; it is easy to point the finger at anybody.
But, we also have to know that this is a national issue and
we should not try to politically benefit from this issue. It
is very unfortunate that some Hon. Members of this
House want to point fingers at the Minister of Health and
the Minister of Provincial Councils and Local
Government. This Adjournment Motion also has referred
to the fact that unavailability of elected Members in the
Local Authorities is the reason for this.
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I would like to inform this House that the Bill is ready
with all the amendments. Yesterday, it appeared in the
Order Paper. So, as regards to holding of the election we
have taken all the necessary steps. This Government for a
moment is not fearful of holding an election. It has
happened so because the Hon. Basil Rajapaksa did the
delimitation to his fancy. He did it in the way he wants.
That day, | told the Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma also, if he
was responsible for delimitation this could not have
happened. But unfortunately, it was done according to the
whims and fancies of one particular individual.
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are not responsible for that. The reason for postponing is that
we had to take certain steps. We will hold the election and
then, let the members be elected.
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RIN® ed@EHS ¢TI Drod BB 0t ®ewvsy
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@@, 88 odnmeEd Drews’ e8-dEE eudBvgnwe
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eusIOmD, 0@ HPEBHD WMEeS 08 edfonw & D
B, 3SnE svum® B8sEe Ay ocinmed Syeam®
CODEH e8-@ @ddnw M8 edE BeadxDr. My Hon. Friend,
you have the right to show figures. @8xJcom=sie acFo®ed
OTE® ¥ vty ¢IOEs o BuwsIm v,
8@ g0 CBw DoBRwsisy Az, Bw. This Government
under the leadership of His Excellency President Maithripala
Sirisena has taken every step to improve infrastructure in the
hospitals. Also, the number of patients which have to be
dealt with has increased by three or four-fold. It is a national
crisis. We will have to work together to solve this problem.
I would like tell my dear Friend, the Hon. Rohitha
Abeygunawardana and the Hon. Mahindananda
Aluthgamage and all Members from both sides, that we
should get together and work without criticizing. There is no
point in trying to criticize. - [Interruption.] No, Hon.
Member, you are trying to make use of this issue for politics.
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I have continuously summoned the Commissioners
and Secretaries and have had dialogue with all of them. -
[Interruption.] 1 do not have to be educated. | have called
Commissioners,  Secretaries and had dialogues
continuously.
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(LomevsTL LA @ HEPVDLGTHRIGL 2 MILLNETIT Bj6uTdHeT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

&z point of Order O 2008, VIR D8 eOBIH.
2@ O WOBIH. [Deids BEO]

S B esedch ®vm
(orenryflg georssr QuUGTym)
(The Hon. Dilan Perera)
BODs. [P RO

@ o505 O5IG @)

(LomewsTL LA G HEPVDLGTHRIGL 2 MILLNETIT Bj6uTdHeT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! ©&; #@Bn®), RIHEO »O Srnd 28
Beartes’. & Bw »oiemmd mD HOE RDRDed H»D
0esY DO,

@G 088 Gedmawo Bwmo

(orenrLfl@ svLFT WeVSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

I would like to educate the Hon. Members that His
Excellency the President called for meetings of all
Secretaries and Commissioners and we have been having

dialogues continuously to deal with the dengue problem.
Our Ministry has also continuously summoned the
Secretaries and Commissioners. Therefore, we need not
be educated. You all are trying to educate us on how to
function, but I think, because of the manner the previous
regime functioned only it was thrown out of office. So,
give this Government an opportunity to function without
being critical and finally the people will judge. You all
are trying to say that during your time it was very rosy - |
was also in that Government - and criticizing the fact that
there is dirt on the streets. We know why. &g¢ emig®
ne Bedtesd BemOfEE ydme Hwo. BemOEe
y@m»@0 DB gled e Buey nfsionsied ¢¥mo.
DY NTeEE O8 0¥ ®ELT wacw BIWBLO SW®O
20simy  BemdfCEE wme ydmewsy 8dm 5AB8e
0®TTVO DBO gfed mYe Bweo. Y, decs’y BE
BemOfCEEY @mem ¢@e® Bwxm O guimn. BEO
DEOIWCHmB B0 BemOfEE mem IO BT
2008 ey ¢ ®®. BemOYCEE W BBV WD @@
DoBO gferd mYe Bwmy Om »YINsiedE 5 v
D DO Bws) O 8 nEsIvNsTetdCiensy mci D
oCEI 835Da.

@G G006 OB n®s
(omressrL 0@ HeDVMLGTHRIGD 2 MIILITIT Sj6uiTdherT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
B0 HOBDE, DI A §BY WIC® g wBImE.

@0 oBeY Gedmoe Bwvmo

(mressrLll@ ewLFT WerGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Presiding Member, | would like to end my
speech by saying that they should act with more
responsibility; they should not play politics with dengue;
they should not play politics with dirt because these are
national problems. Also Members should not use an
Adjournment Motion dealing with dengue to request the
Government to hold the election under the earlier system.
The reason why you wanted this Adjournment Motion is
to do bankrupt politics and not for the benefit of our
masses.

Thank you.

g S8z 8o, s @8 Sas.
s (B LILIL (B) 6TDmYS CIBTETaTLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

8s86B00z¥90 SO emepc q.wa. 7.280, 2016 &8z ®e 08
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ooty .11, 7.28 wenfls@ umprepwsimib, yserg 2016 wrid
08245 Hlwslw Siwrarsssslsmmms, 2017 wer 22, allwrpss)psmw
@p-11. 10.30 wewflouswr spsaleweussii 1 g).

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.28 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 22nd June, 2017, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
08th March, 2016.
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