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PROPOSED KURUNEGALA - DAMBULLA RAIL ROAD:
FEASIBILITY STUDY
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asked the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether the task of carrying out the
feasibility study of the proposed
Kurunegala - Dambulla rail road has been
assigned to a Chinese company without
calling for international competitive bids;

(ii) if not, whether plans have been made to
assign that task in that manner;

(iii) the reason for not assigning the task of
carrying out the aforesaid feasibility study
to the University of Moratuwa or any other
local institution; and

(iv) the reasons for not calling for international
competitive bids for it?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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PURCHASE OF VEHICLES BEARING NUMBERS CAQ-1043 AND
CAQ-1047: DETAILS
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(@) () @D @080 w BB @edm asked the Minister of Tourism Development and
»O@n a@msoerw e CAQ - 1043 wo Christian Religious Affairs:
CAQ - 1047 o> gom ¢ Do BE & eom

Bedg (a)  Will he inform this House-
(i) oo, dd s 8¢ & o & wdedy; (i) whether vehicles numbered CAQ-1043 and
CAQ-1047 have been purchased for the

Ministry of Tourism Development and
Christian Religious Affairs;

(it)  if so, the date they were purchased;

(i) O O Dowmes B & o e wOede;
(iv) & wecw e0sTRs medyy Cgedds;

V) deEnd, v emne mdedc;
(iii)  the price of each vehicle;

(Vi) ©05¥0de0 g8fes! § quens 0o s 970erd (iv) whether tenders were called for the

»E 8 vy »Oede; purpose;
(Vi) ©® Oowmde @8 5O gdwm (v) ifso, the date;
©¢dmed®sined Buwr 880 §F ¢BBmcOsy . L .
SEsE; (vi) the institutions that were interested and the
’ prices they submitted;

vii) RPTed EBmwsy mDede; .. . .
( ) ) ®gefod E8nasi mBeli (vii) the first owner of those vehicles, registered
(iX) @5 Dbz 470 0O Drvn gmwneds CIF under the Department of Motor Traffic;

23 ® Dede; .
PomO B 0F e 2OeT (viii)  their addresses;

[SIORI) 892 Bene; . .
) 0D ©eE0 I g B 9@ emst g (ix) the CIF value and the amount paid

@535 O @OV wwdd ¢sIDsIesIe? according to the Customs reports when

(69) oo Sodm8, & o importing these vehicles; and
] ] 5 !

(x) the tax relief granted for those vehicles?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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HOUSES PROVIDED WITH ELECTRICITY: BATTICALOA
DISTRICT
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(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane on behalf of the Hon.
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(o) @)

(i

(iit)

(iv)

(v)

1983 b e erallsy L dseTLiL
wreul L 3l Beviisns WlsteEmy FemLuilssrmsy
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1984 wzpsv 20090 yewr(heusny LlesTFTILD
QUPBIGUSNETS  RSHISHSLILIL(DTr  LiswTdh
Qarens et  eurflwmrs  eTeusuemGlauesT

LISnSU|LD;
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(=) G)STCMeD, eredr?

asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

™)

the number of houses in the Batticaloa
District that had been provided with
electricity supply by the Ceylon Electricity
Board by year 1983;

the total number of houses which have been
provided with electricity supply by now;
the amounts allocated annually from year

1984 to 2009 for the supply of electricity on
per year basis;

the number of houses that had been
provided with electricity supply up to year
2015 after the end of war in year 2009 on
per year basis; and

the amount of money allocated for the
supply of electricity during the period
mentioned in (iv) above on per year basis?

If not, why?
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2003 21.546
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2009 107.32
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2015 8066

(V) 2009 o¥zed gc mOE B Bo®s vey 2015 D8
i PRmeyd WFsme ne B¢Be e 2@
00neds 0t ®OB ¢ S O I D8BG gD
s0D 838 0.

Rle1E1e BeBw G 2O eDnedsY
005 mom c¢ §e (Gi8ed
8Cu)

2009 107.32

2010 142.03

2011 305.10

2012 500.31

2013 804.54

2014 335.16

2015 833.72

2015 28wed & Eufs oEm® wbwE, Yod®n
eC®»® BEWE BV GO BB ©8sT 8¢
DO C¢ WOGBDS apP PVWEeEd SEFTwe ne
B¢E 0w CHevD 0508 B SHm v
23,789 @0 O&mn § amd, G0 BB @D o
OB By YRIB® DD ol DB @D
OB o Boes mme® BB gdas YBm B3O
¢39O Bg) @100 B wdE.

& amy® 2015 Obzved ©00@8 Ou 8O HwrSem
WO 3¢ 000 OEwB agd OB - “uBm BB
emads e ewddsn HO® wden 08 8P wewo
B¢E 0D R OO0 o B BHE® BSOO
Gi8weE 45,0002 680w ¢xDo enw §eew CRo ¢
@m0, OO DN B VDV O5Y Hwin®m Se.

2016 2&vw gdwss O 8O CAmEEY Lo
wEENen B dwm ¢ndsd Boww dwm 20,444
06w o@D O@REOVD wden B¢ WD R & g,

(@) ace ezned.

@O0 QBNWD) o

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gad® g 4 -1294/'16- (1), o6 BcE gcvdess®
Owmo.

O ATVEE QwOEID Swmo

(omessrLfl@ LbGIeL & smTouTSHewT)

(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)

B0 DOIBNEHROB, 00 BEE 2Cv3end® OFn®
@0 EdsT & OO yadmw gwmo.

O OB WO IBEZD DvD0

(orerfl@ Hwhs &HeTTHeV5ES)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

OOR0; ©NeWIRWE  eesIm  BedmD.  ©®O
DOIBNBDHROB, OO Hen & 9O yE»wd B8NS 8® wewo
w6 ® ICHE EE 8I5)D0.

gams @ Enm 988en’ BEOO Bowlw wmozm GE.
QfldTTswe) 10 CIDT (G HVTEEHID FLOTLILIGSE &L L DU 11111 1 .
Question ordered to stand down.

OO QBB

(orevrLfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g@dm gow 5 -1337/'16- (1), ©6 9B sBSew Swvmo.



523 208Ee@xInd 524

O ABVEE R BHDEDD Bwmo

(orenT Ll @ LubSIeV G snTaurSewT)

(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)

O ®OBNEWROB, ©F; P B OEn®s
eOMEDTT & OO yEm®W gnumo.

©6 YOS BEHEE Owm (cwed gdsoss ®o
OI5MO 10} FSIOSS5IoTON €% 85Bed®Ined
80IZNBDR D)

(orerfl@ svgagesr Siflstevsv - 2 wirssvall wHMID BB EH
FTEDEVHET [ HLOFF(HLD LITTTEHLOGTNF FewLI @pg,ebsu@tb)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher
Education and Highways and Leader of the House of
Parliament)
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HOUSES PROVIDED WITH ELECTRICITY: AMPARA DISTRICT
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(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane on behalf of the Hon.
R.M. Padma Udayashantha Gunasekera)
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Sjeui @)FFemLidb@ plafliiuimyr?
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy :
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of houses in the Ampara
District that have been provided with
electricity supply by the Ceylon Electricity
Board by year 1983;

(i)  the total number of houses which have
been provided with electricity supply by
now;

(iii)  the amounts allocated annually from year
1984 to 2009 for the supply of electricity on
per year basis;

(iv) the number of houses that have been
provided with electricity supply up to year
2015 after the end of war situation in year
2009 on per year basis; and

(v) the amount of money allocated for the
supply of electricity during the period
mentioned in (iv) above on per year basis?

(b) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane on behalf of the Hon.
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(=) @)eTCmev, 676817

asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy :
Will he inform this House -

(@)

@

(ii)
(ii)

the number of houses in the Trincomalee
District that have been provided with
electricity supply by the Ceylon Electricity
Board by year 1983;

the total number of houses which have been
provided with electricity supply by now;

the amounts allocated annually from year
1984 t0 2009 for the supply of electricity on
per year basis;
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(b)

(iv)

V)

2017 & 07

the number of houses that have been
provided with electricity supply up to year
2015 after the end of war situation in year
2009 on per year basis; and

the amount of money allocated for the
supply of electricity during the period
mentioned in (iv) above on per year basis?

If not, why?
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TSTUS Ui @)FFamLd@ yPlalliiumrrr?

@) @Cmev, srein?

asked
Highways :

the Minister of Higher Education and

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the length of the
Expressway;

Kadawatha-Kandy

(ii) the cost to be incurred on it; and

(iii)  the company involved in the construction of
the expressway?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(1) whether an assessment of the possible
damage that could be caused to the eco-
systems of the relevant areas in the
construction of the above expressway has
been carried out;

(i) if so, the steps that have been taken to
minimize that damage; and

(iii) the planned date of the completion of the
construction work of the expressway?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

o6 YO BEHEE Owmo
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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o6 HEe ABHEE ©vm

(orenrLfl@ svFagLosir slifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. s mowm dSBe®
Boemw oo, @dd Bewde 23(2) w«den H“HB®m
D1cOTDORET Y YE® 8O eHTID 98 ¢ BwWEo.
2®x0e8 bus stand O BEIEDB 0® y@dmw gwnsiesy.

@G DaggedD 5BNBI IS OWm

(LomesstLl)@ ouTdHGHeu HTewTTILdHSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

& ydmw eI ©0 WONEDRE 98 @ Bedmdo
53, D»OBNBDBOIO BwosIs-

OO DOIBNBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

We have accepted it. Now, we have listed it and after
that, in future - [Interruption.] By that time, it has been
listed.

@G DaggedD 5BNBE NS OWwm

(LomessrLl @ ourTHGHeu HTewTTILdHSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

OO DDBNBDRO 85T @I WesTH Bwo.

oG Lexvd endiRn Swmo

(oressryifl @ SCevreis @ swroumHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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8.98. odmnrnem QvInwed mEed 9c. OC e
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@G DaggedD BBNBA NS OWm
(LomessrLl @ ouTHGHeu HTEwTTILEHSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
R OROEO 9d) e¢sIm Owo.

@O0 QBNWD O

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO BITNEDROB, 0® yumw list mSE Beds Sl
28 9 @¢@. 8O esdded, this will be screened by us in future.

OC DrggedD BBNBI TS OWm
(orenryLll@ euraGgeu BTeTTILGSTYT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
Very good.

@G Lesvd endidm Swmo

(orevsryflg SCesras @ smrouTHevr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

DOIBNBHRS BOeww HO® ymRwd 82 MO BNWL.

O VYO BEHEE @wmo
(omessrLyfl@ svgagiosT SiflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

298 8Seddes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

@O QBB
(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTdsi)
(The Hon. Speaker)

OO B%IBNWBDRDo.

oG VYOS BEHEE Owmo

(omessrLyfl@ svgagiossT SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©® Boenw oxvery ol o Blenwd »EST.

@G Lesld endidsy Swmo

(oreryllg HCBerreig @snrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

IBBRELS wsI») Az . D BBEWBD wrsTensy 5»AD
BDYBINTeE OO WHIBIE NI OB ?

o6 VYOS BEHEE Owmo

(orerLyLll@ svaagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

O ®OINBDROB, BNDS Bewdew 23(2) w«den’
eIy @DEd Bedsier’ Hdm OomORs GFD
y& 8OHE.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

We agreed on that yesterday at the Committee on
Parliamentary Business, which was held at 3.45 p.m. But,
this was accepted before that. So, in future, those will be
monitored.

o6 VLR BBy @wmo

(orenTLyfl@ svaagLosir slifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

If we have accepted that even before, we are violating

@O QNGBS

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

But, now, it has been done; now, this is listed.

o6 BEe A8y ©vwm

(orerLyLfl@ svaagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

et @®? ¢5Y e®mm Boew ©simy Om DR BT
osy?

@O DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o, Boemwe oes sded. You go ahead, Hon.

Member.

@G Dogg@dD 53BNBH IS OWm0

(orenTLll@ eursGseu BTewTTSESTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

Your regulation as the Speaker is being challenged by
this.

o6 eBEes BBy @wmo
(orenTLfl@ svFagLosir slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
No, there are Standing Orders.

OG Dogg@dD 53B5NBH IS Owm0

(orerLfl@ eurHGseu BTenTTISESTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

The Standing Orders are interpreted by him, not by
you; the Standing Orders are interpreted by the Speaker.

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

That is okay. But, I allowed that in the morning. Now,
let him present it and after that, personally, I will screen
those. I told you that.

© VYR BBy S @wmo
(orevorLyfl@ svaagLosst &ifleTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

It is unfair.

®C DoggedO BBNBI TS OWmn
(orenryLll@ eursGgheu BTenTTILSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

The Leader of the House can take it up later.

OO DOIBNBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

This decision was taken yesterday at 3.45 p.m.

O YO BBHEE ®wmo
(omessrLyif@ svgagiostT SiflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Seod BsIed ednred-

OO DOIBTINBDHR O
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@O BTGB,

O VYRS BBy @wmo

(omeisrLyfl@ svgagiost SliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

bod BsIcd 00 ®DOW. »HP ©Bds Bewdwn 23(2)
@O 0® Dred mden OB YA WOBID DWr.

@O0 QBNWD O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

e®w g¢ DR BEeDED ames w0 Bedny Bwo OO oo
055 n@0 988us BBOO ¢dwd e @exmdo. Then, we can
monitor the rest.

O a0 BB SO Dwmo
(renryLll@ eur Aol gwirger)
(The Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne)

208 BSedde.
STUPBSITI.
rose.

OO QBB

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTdsi)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne)
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RO D8 @dx¥m. Hon. Member, you can read it.

®G Les¥d eadidr Swmo

(omevsryLllg FHCewrey @ 6mreuHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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@O DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 BvIznwemn®A3, do you want to respond to it now
or answer that later?

o6 BEes ABHEe ©vwm

(orenTLll@ svFagLosir slifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

The Hon. Minister has not come today. So, we will
answer that tomorrow. - [Interruption.] But, Sir, -

@O0 DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I took your point. We agreed to it yesterday.

o6 YO BEHEE Owmo

(omessrLyifl@ svgagiostT SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

@S DOINEDROB, Sod D18 ve mowm dESded®
#B oo OmHZD 0D W, BN Bewden 23(2)
wOor DoriBen Bedmdl. & DoriBe edexsf bus stand
OB 9> gBI. Em SHBW DLOTDOW #B WS EHEE
©50edE&E.

OO DOIBINBHD O

(orerL @ FUTHTWST Sy6uTde)
(The Hon. Speaker)

& ©0 efecm 0. [ REO)

O VYR BBy S @wmo
(omeisrLyfl @ svgagios SliflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
8% 988w W® ecwue-

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTL @ FUTBTWST S)6uTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

28 Sod Bomw om. & 8Rws0 mOyn »IY.

O VYRS BBy S @wmo
(omeisrLyifl @ svgagiosT SliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
oRew® Y& gum OB GeCen.

@O0 QBNWD O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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o6 8. S. DOED. BOESS Besavnwm Svmo

(oressryifl@ .. eity. aflwevaly gerprudss)

(The Hon. D.T.W. Wimalaweera Dissanayaka)
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OO DOIBIBHR Do

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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O VYO BEHEE ®wmo

(omessrLyfl@ svgagiosT SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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oG 8. 3. DOED. BOESS Bewaznwm vmo
(oresrfl@ 1. . 1N6iTu). aflwevalr Serprudss)
(The Hon. D.T.W. Wimalaweera Dissanayaka)
O ¢®wed.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

HOBR® 9t gDEGO® YWD »HO® DLy ewd®vsi
o5y, 57 B WO DB B ©BT.

@ B} Beddn® vidw
(wrewryflg (Fmwg)) wfwresl alGgmaisslrio)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama)

208 BSedes.
STUPBSTTT.
rose.

OO DOIBNWBDHR Do

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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@G B} Seddn® nidw

(wrewryllg (Fmwg)) wfwresh alGgmaisslrio)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama)

OO DOIBNBSDROA, BRysTed yd» Swemdr e
3@ B »OBsT Brn 0T 9uim O® oy @sd »3
BDBHIE.

& 88w »Ogn WOBIm den. BBysied ydm Bwesin
D08 edasIemrss’ 9uiesy. AIROBIEO & vy de?

88EBe®sIned »Oygn

LTI T@RHLOGTM 9)6VI6M6V
BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT

o6 VLR BBy @wmo
(orenTLfl@ svFagLosir slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That the proceedings on Item Nos. 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 and 10
appearing on the Order Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting from
the provisions of Standing Order No. 20(7) of the Parliament."

g S®esz &Y, etwr es®@z Ses.
aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTDmIs GCIsmeramLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

88Be®5Ined ddd®

LTI T@RHLOGTMD LD
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

o6 eBEes BBy @wmo
(orenTLfl@ svFagLosir SlifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of the
Parliament, and the motions agreed to by Parliament on 08.03.2016, the
Parliament shall sit on July 25th Tuesday, 26th Wednesday, 27th Thursday
and 28th Friday, 2017."

g 88z 8, e e8s®@» Sas.
aflsorr GG HLILIL(B) eTDmIs CIBmeTenLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

IT

©0 VYO BBy S @wmo
(orevorLyfl@ svaagLosit &ifleTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No.
7 of the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on
08.03.2016, the hours of sittings of Parliament on Tuesday 25th and
Wednesday 26th July, 2017 shall be 1.00 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.. At
6.30 p.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) of the Parliament shall operate.
At 7.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without
question put."

g E®esz 8, e es®@» Ses.
aflearr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

I1I

oG VYO BB EE ®wmo
(omessrLyif @ svgagiostT SliflsTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No.
7 of the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on
08.03.2016, the hours of sitting of Parliament on Thursday 27th and
Friday 28th July 2017 shall be 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30
p.m. to 7.30 p.m.. At 6.30 p.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) of the
Parliament shall operate. At 7.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn
the Parliament without question put."

g 88z &Y, wwo 0@z Ses.
afleoarr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

IV

o0 CBEes BBy ©vm
(omesTLyif @ svagLostT SliflsTev6V)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 1.00
p-m. on Tuesday 25th July, 2017"

gamas S8z &Y, wws @@z Ses.
afleoarr GBI (B) sTDmIs CIBmeTemLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' MOTIONS

OO QBB

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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DEVELOPING A PROPER METHODOLOGY TO PROVIDE
EMPLOYMENT TO GRADUATES

[e3.0. 10.44]

®O @FB5T Smmred Dvmo
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(The Hon. Heshan Withanage)
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Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy Speaker, for giving
me this opportunity.
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So, I am indeed very happy that the Hon. Asoka
Priyantha brought in this Private Members’ Motion.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, as a Member representing the
Puttalam District, I would like to say that we have set an
example for the whole nation because communities
belonging to various religions live together peacefully in
the Puttalam District without any problem. There were a
lot of problems to minority communities right around the
country. But I am happy to say that none of such
problems have arisen in our district, because the religious
leaders and political leaders of all communities there get
together and guide the people. This, I am sure, is an
example to the rest of the country.
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I would like to mention that famous places of worship
are situated in Puttalam. The famous Thalawila Catholic
Church and Pallekandal Catholic Church are situated in
Puttalam. 1 think, these two churches are the biggest
churches after the Madu Church. The famous Udappuwa
Temple and the Munneswaram Temple of the Hindus' are
also situated in our district. Most of the Buddhists do not
know about the famous rock temple in Anamaduwa
which has been completely carved out of rocks.
However, a large number of devotees visit there. We also
have a famous mosque in Puttalam.

Why I am saying these things is to tell you how we all
are united religious wise. [ would like to mention this
fact since the Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka is also present here.
He too knows that. Whatever problem occurred in other
parts of Sri Lanka in the last two months, none of such
incidents occurred in Puttalam. That is because we work
together and live in unity. We have a religious leaders’
committee consisting of clergies from all religions in our
area. Therefore, if any problem crops up, they are there
to help us and guide us. I think this type of practice can be
carried out in other districts too.

As the Hon. Hector Appuhamy told, Prince Vijaya
landed in our area. That is the place known as
"Thammannawa" which is located in the Vilpattu area.
Therefore, the communities in Sri Lanka descended from
our area. Kuveni also lived in our area. In addition to
that, I would like to say that Ibn Battuta, the famous
traveler who came to Sri Lanka, also landed in Puttalam.
So, the Muslim community also descended from our
area.

In addition, I must say that except tea and rubber, all
other crops are found in Puttalam. Business wise,
agricultural wise or fisheries wise, we all work together.
As you know even electricity is generated from the
Norochcholai Coal Power Plant. So, it is in this kind of
an area that we live and it is this kind of support that we
give to the rest of the country.

As you know, there is a famous Muslim girls' school
called "Fathima Girls School" in Puttalam. When I was
in the Provincial Council, we started Sinhala medium
education in Tamil medium schools. In other parts of the
country, they do not have Sinhala medium education in
Tamil medium schools and Tamil medium education in
Sinhala medium schools. Therefore, setting an example,
we started Sinhala medium education in Tamil medium
Muslim schools. I am really happy, today, that school has
Sinhala medium up to GCE A/L and last year, three Tamil
-speaking Muslim girls who studied in Sinhala medium
have entered the university. Sir, all these problems begin
because of lack of communication. The Tamil and the
Muslim children who are studying in Tamil medium do
not converse in Sinhala and the Sinhala medium students
do not converse in Tamil. So, this is the main problem.

I am happy to say that it has changed a lot. Most of the
Tamil and the Muslim students in Puttalam are studying

in Sinhala and the Sinhala students are also studying in
Tamil. So, if we can extend what we are doing in the
Puttalam District to other districts, I am sure, these
unwanted, unnecessary problems created by a few people
- he maybe a Sinhalese, a Tamil or a Muslim - can be
brought to an end and a better understanding can be
created among all communities. So, we will get together,
improve and increase the unity of this country in the
future.

Therefore, once again, I thank the Hon. Member - he
is a young Member - who brought in this Motion. As a
Member of Parliament from Puttalam District, I am sure
that what we are doing will be carried on and no problem
will never ever crop up in Puttalam. I also hope this will
be extend to the other districts too.

Thank you very much.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 1.39 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on

Tuesday, 25th July, 2017, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
this day.
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