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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE SESSION ON UNITED NATIONS 2030
AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon.  Gayantha  Karunatileka - Minister of

Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief

Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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O OBBID WO IBED Dm0

(oressTyll@ HWHS S HEMTTHVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O BONBDROB, §eE @@ edxneds’ 2014
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D081500 ©8 98w WSS,
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Question put, and agreed to.
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8@ ®0)

(omevsryLil@ Plewr LB H6T - BSOSV HMID 6uTessiiL
OIYICUDSB6IT HEDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen - Minister of Industry and
Commerce)

Hon. Speaker, I present:

(i)  the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts of
the National Design Centre for the year 2013; and

(i) the Annual Performance Report of the Co-
operative Employees Commission for the year
2015

and move that these Reports be referred to the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Manufacturing
and Services.

gama 88z 8, wwo e3®@2 Ses.
aflsorir BB SBLILIL B eTDmIS CIBTeTaTLiIL 1 S).
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.

O OBBID WO EIB R Dv™0

(oresTyfl@ Hwhs &HeTTHVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O DOBNEDROB, Goes)s DO wDEND GOamsH®0
e0medsy 2014 ddvw wcn OEOEC D188 8@ Ined
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Question put, and agreed to.

B OBBID DO IB R Dvm0
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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8.

G S8z 8, wwr @@ Ses.
aflsorr MBS BLILIL B eTHMYS Gl TeTemLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

©C (D008 w) o BaG&B0 Dm0

(woresstyfl@ (CurrdNwir) oye wrrdnis)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)
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D058 Do8100” OITVewWsT § OB m0m wwed Dab50d
®® 988un WSS.

©8Oveny @wdrw

80085 Om HIw gwld Bowlw o &
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga - Minister of Tourism

Development and Christian Religious Affairs and Minister
of Lands)

OO DDNBNEDROB, OFDE, v1ee e g 440 ¢om

BDERE 688 §8.00. a0 MO DS OVmMensY
Claq eofe® 00 BEwsIDs.

oG VLS BB EE Dwmo

(orerLyLfl@ svagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO BOIBNBDROA, vHB wCYsY euFn® e¢m ©©

BEwIOS.

(1) ©vnpd, mfesIRR0, wds Ewsy @00, GinsE
BOes, gom 3/85 ¢omd dumrend ©8.:8 g, DIED.
SN Gresed OWmensT C1ele eB®nd;

2) maERsedE, sEeEmiedE, 5D (OIS ABTANOICE S
eEde 0D DIED.HO.8. cwemTo® Luwmiensy

Cle eurfn®.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©C 9¥B5Y yoosIg Ovnmo - 818 vy».

@0 80 edmBow Dvm (KBLTIHS edege Cuess
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(oreryflg sefou Corardlmis - #ieuCshe uissHs @)rTmrhs
O|OLFFIT)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe - State Minister of
International Trade)

O DOTNEWDROB, BWH BEWE ovHH® nm» ©O

88wsIOs.

(1) omed 02, 830 st ewdnd, g 47/15 ¢om
HOmreed 888 3. BcH euvebd Ovwmensy Ci1@H
eunrled®;

2) oGuw, eme® 6, CBEE B, g 01 o
BOewnd ©8d O.80E. Lumsic Swmensy
Clae eun®; ww

B) meden), GresBw @bm, g 18/7 ¢omy dmewd
888 O5l.agd. el eselds Lumens’ 1w
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(oreryllg 9Csrés HCuAms - GuTEGMTSSG LHMID
Aaflev aflwrerd Creweudssr LITg) ojewLodair)

(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe - Deputy Minister of
Transport and Civil Aviation)
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88wxI08.
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(1) »5I883s, 0200000, ¥BE S ©0n, sies
@00, gom 515/1 ¢om Emend ¢8-8 8.8. 0B
e d Ovmens’ el eue®; Y

2) Boc®, ©CWOEmIm, g 313/1/139 ¢
BOoewd ©8D @b.o®. Swirnwm Owmensy
ClRH ovnd®.

©G o8, 8. aCOROR Pvmo

(orevsryfl g Ce.&. Jsvausgiaie)

(The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala)

B0 WDONIDROB, Bm BCYs euu® nm OO
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(1) comdEe, 98cD, aepedm, gm» 49 on
BOrewed ©8-0 9&.8. gu083 @sim Cwme sy
ClRw ouFnd;

2) =mSrEOE, B 80, SIS, WECTOD, g 12
0 Bmewd 688 .80, Bwhdn Swnmensy
Cle oun®; 6w

B) BOCHYD, W IEE, WLEOTD wBY BB 6D
3.90.89e3.0. Dedtns Tvmens’ 1R eun®.

®©C BgS B ®s0w6m Wm0

(oressryfl@ allgip al&Hrwprdss)

(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)

OO DOILNBDROB, 988w, eIRBe®, gow 174/18
05y BOHewd 888 DHED.OD. 18k oFm Pvmensy
Clae T 00 BEwnsiDd.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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MINOR EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENTS IN MINISTRY OF
EDUCATION: DETAILS

709/°16

1. oc 9. BwedsI8ssy Ownmo
(oressryflg & alwrGbglresr)
(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan)
25055 g DewsY gy YyEmE - (4):

(@) 2015 55098 8 9128 8 8O wesidr @ ¢ e 100"
OB @0ded 8O @ WO @WBSH
205000 e et BIO® I & Bede wrim
O®1 eOY w¥dD ¢IOenyBe?

(@) () 90 =980 CRe® wem NG BeE»®

»Oede;

(i) Oocs D0 emw®esn oD P &
Bede;
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208Ee®xsInd
[06; &6, BnedsIesst Owvm] () 2.
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(i) ©® =8O D O O SdFFWe ;O
007 005Y Dnewsy mOeds;

(iv) ©® =588 e 8 B o®g “ubfm @O
@ed0mw5T 3021500 EWRIOEHE;

@5I5YS O eO® 6K ¢IOemBe?
(q) o0 el n®, d Oxie?

Hevall ewwdFenTs Csl L allerr:

(o) 2015  gevwreur 08oyid  Flagluiledmbg
P sLL@SSHUL L 100 Brsr Cousmevdgll L gdler
QTSSO B @eTmieuenr  Hevall  HeHLFFlsL
Apprflwi  BlwweThissT  eupBIsSLILIL (HesiTemesTeu T
STEITLIEN S Sjeui @)F FemLdb@ Spleliirym?

(=) ()

LOTHLD

GupLy  Blwwerkisst  supBISLILIBenHullsd

LEEOE TN HEDHEHLOS6IT wiremeu

GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;
Seueurm) 6T5 %5 6M6uT
QUIPBISLILIL_(heTaTSIT 6T6ITLIENSU|LD;

BIWILDEVTBIGH6IT

(iii) GupLig Blwiestibig el 6TGUTEus 1 d>6m
@euGleurm Wreul L ggidhsmww  Clausi@eumras
WITED6 6TEITLIENS ULD;

(iv) Gupuy BluweThiIGT supBIGLILL (HsTar Bl
Apmrfwiseflesr 6T6BOT6HD1 1563 %

6T6UEUETOlEUITLIEN S 1LJLD;
Sjeui @)FFewudE plelliimyr?
( @) @erCmeb, eysir?
asked the Minister of Education:

(a) Will he whether
appointment of minor employees for the

inform this House

have been made
“100 Day”
Programme which was introduced from 08"

Ministry of Education
from the inception of the

January 2015 up to date?
(b) Will he also inform this House-

(i) the qualifications which  were
considered when the aforesaid
appointments were made;

(i1)  the number of appointments so given;

(iii) separately the number of said
appointments as per each district; and

(iv) the number of Tamil minor employees
to whom such appointments have
been given?

(c) Ifnot, why?

®S; aBE B0 MBwdw® Owmo
3@ @)

(omewrL i@ Sdslev ailyrel sriflweusd - Sevall HewFFT)
(The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam - Minister of
Education)

OO DOIBNEDROB, OO yBEHWO BERTC e®eddw.

(g

(1)

(iii)

(iv)
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208E DO -93
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*ese000@esas Om 2 3¢ B O EO:

FUTLTL_ G0 606U sLILIL L (B)sw6wTLiL)
Annex tabled:
%eafze
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1. omed 142 54 44
2. oduw 57 21 15
3. ®»dnd 31 06 14
4 oce 99 19 05
5. @mnmd 73 04 12
6. »®aziemd 38 11 01
7. dmedce 52 01
8. e@dwid 39 10 01
9. §cBd 03
10. G en0c 239 49 47
11. gfnc® 55 12 03
12. moce 97 16 05
13. 6ofmyo 89 08 16
14. 9¢Ge 39 22 05
15. @535006® 04 01
16. 0@0etoc 17 03
17. osme 22 02 02
18. 088D 10 05
19. @mEyd 20 05 04
20. emchdgs 48 16 06
21. eegysTmG® 46 07
22, o006 268 26 3
23. 7060 €0 17 36
24. @&me@ 84 13 11
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) separately, local and foreign indebtedness
of Sri Lanka by now;

(ii) the total indebtedness as a percentage to the
national income;

(iii)  whether the aforesaid percentage is lower
or higher than the indebtedness that was
prevailing in the year 2004; and

(iv)  the steps that the Government proposes in
order to settle the aforesaid debts?

(b) Will he also inform this House the amount of
money allocated by the Ministry of National
Policies and Economic Affairs, recently, to
advertise the aforesaid indebtedness through
domestic electronic and print media?

(¢)  Will he further inform this House -

(i) separately, the amount of money allocated
for state and private television channels, for
telecasting the aforesaid advertisements;

(if) separately, the amount of money allocated
for state and private radio channels;  and

(iii)) the total amount of money allocated for
daily and weekend newspapers?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Tourism Development and
Christian Religious Affairs:

()  Will he admit that-

() St. Anthony’s Church, Kochchikade,
Colombo; Church of Our Lady, Matara;
Madhu Church; and Basilica, Ragama are
the main places of worship of Christians
and Catholics in Sri Lanka;

(i) common amenities required to devotees
visiting these places of worship are at a
minimal level; and

(iii) as a result, devotees face great difficulties
during annual festivals which are held in
these places of worship?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether steps have been taken by the
Government to develop these places of
worship; and

(ii)  the financial assistance and other forms of
assistance provided by the Government for
the annual festivals?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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what amount has been invested for it so far;

what steps have been taken by the
Government to provide fuel timber to the
general public at commercial level; and

Question ordered to stand down. (iv) what extent of land has been cultivated
937/°16 under the Fuel Timber Cultivation
¢® O8Bm ¢ cgrT wIdmw YOB» BB® : BwdS Projects?
yewaswmnm alm@ oG ureusnaTs»wL (b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy:
(a) Will he inform this House-

(i) what steps have been taken by the Ministry
of Power and Renewable Energy to
popularize smoke-free firewood stoves;
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Order, please! I wish to announce that this House
cordially welcomes the Delegation from the People's
Republic of China, led by Hon. Ao Xigui, Vice Chairman
of the Chengdu Municipal People’s Congress now present
at the Speaker's Gallery.

Hon. Deputy Minister, you may go ahead.
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asked the
Government:
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(if)

(b)
@

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(c)

Minister of Provincial Councils and Local

Is he aware that -

the land areas allocated for burial grounds in
Divisional Secretariat arcas like Thalawa,
Thambuttegama, Galnewa and Ipalogama were
gradually reduced after the implementation of
the Mahaweli Development Project; and

people made requests from your Ministry for a
long period of time to build a crematorium as a
solution for this?

Will he inform this House -

the date on which the construction of the
crematorium at Eppawala burial ground
was started using the provisions allocated
for the development of Kalawewa
electorate for 2014, to fulfil the above
mentioned request;

the amount of money allocated to construct
the crematorium;

the reason why the construction work of the
crematorium has stopped halfway; and

the date on which it will be completed and
commissioned to the people’s ownership?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and
Mass Media:

Will he admit that-

(@)

(b)

©

(d

@

(ii)

(iii)

the teledrama series called ‘Kopi Kade’
telecast by the Independent Television
Network is the longest running teledrama
series of South Asia;

the aforesaid teledrama has not been
subjected to proper commendation up to
now; and

the aforementioned situation is causing
injustice to the artistes who contribute to
this teledrama through acting and other
fields?

Will he state-

@

(ii)

(iii)

separately, the names of artistes who have
been making their contribution to the
teledrama series called ‘Kopi Kade’
through acting and other technical fields
from the beginning up to now for a period
of 20-30 years; for a period of 10-20 years
and for a period exceeding 5 years;

whether the Government or the
Independent Television Network has taken
action for the welfare of the
aforementioned artistes; and

if so, the arrangements that have been
made?

Will he inform this House-

@

(ii)

whether action will be taken by the
Government to appreciate the
aforementioned artistes; and

if so, of the manner in which it will be
done?

If not, why?
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asked the
Aviation:

Minister of Transport and  Civil

(a) Ishe aware that-

(i) private vans and three-wheelers are widely
used for transporting school children in all
parts of the Island at present; and

(i) fees are charged for school vans even
during school vacations?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the total number of vehicles that have been
deployed in the country for transporting
school children at present; and

(ii) whether there is any procedure for
regulating the standards of those vehicles,
the seating capacity of those vehicles and
the fees charged from school children for
such vehicles?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether the former President Mrs.
Chandrika Kumaratunga holds any position
in the present Government;

(i) whether she has been vested with any
responsibility relating to reconciliation;

(iii) whether she has been provided with
transport facilities by helicopters at
Government expense; and

(iv) the number of vehicles, security officers
and other facilities accorded to her?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked  the

Minister of  Public Enterprise

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether it is admitted that paddy can be
cultivated as an alternative crop in the lands
in the possession of Hingurana Sugar
Company during the season, in which
sugarcane is not cultivated and in plots of
lands where sugarcane is anyway not
cultivated;

(i) whether it has been observed that steps can
be taken to cultivate paddy in Norachcholai
Yaya and Deegawapi Zone without
incurring any damage to the sugar industry;

(iii)  whether he is aware that letters have been
sent by the Galoya Plantations Company,
which manages the Hingurana Sugar
Company at present, to the effect that lands
would be re-acquired from the farmers who
engage in paddy or other cultivations other
than sugarcane cultivation; and

(iv)  whether a programme to protect the lands of
the farmers who engage in paddy
cultivation without making any hazardous
impact on the sugarcane cultivation will be
implemented?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(=) () 2016 surey QzFeveys L Gglesr 172941d BV
wper@wrflailer Lrsrrn, susysflwralsy Lgw
QurmerTgs Ty ausLIWIGILOTETEm M
2 (hUTHGUSHHTES gibsiul L epumis 200
lsvedlwsst Blg) eypurT® 20169y oy svTIg SRI6T
Qeevall_tiu’ L. eilsd upPlw  eflurwrer
G&Fsveyls L 1qwGleTsTenMF Foiiiliiumym;

(i) o dizer ywwissE esssiul L Guhuig
plsluflsv  2016.03.31g0  FlaPldb@ — (psdresri
@O L. oewwisasE al@ealssiiul L Blals
Qs Tems wrgl,

(iii) Gupuiy QUTHETTSTT EUVWGSISHTS CHLITII
200 eveSlwesr  pgidhslILIBemBUlL DLV
IBHGL  Usstesri  @basmSSI LD upplw
FTHSweust IHem s $PETM|
swrfléssiiul L g,

(iv) oCwesflsv, igewer Fwiiiiimym;

(v) @erGmev, syeir,

(vi) 20160 syewrgenist  @bs  WpSSwTET
sOSI L3  pOLYODILGSSINSDG,
THLED LW LTS TEsvT Few LN BB SI
(PUPSHOLOWITERT  SjeniFTensuTenwis  Glubhmids
QameTeusn@ — BLeughmas  CnhGsTsiarts
ulL g,

STETLIENS Sjeui B)FaemLid@ plaliiumyr?

(=) B)eirCmev, eresr?

asked the Minister of Rural Economic Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he would table a detailed list of
expenses that contains information about
the way the provision of Rs. 200 million
that had been allocated for the construction
of a new economic zone in Vavuniya as per
proposal No.172  of the Budget Proposals
for the year 2016, was spent during the year
2016;

(i) out of the aforesaid amount that had been
allocated to your Ministry, of the amount of
money that had been released to that
Ministry before 31.03.2016;

(iii)  whether a feasibility report of the project to
build the aforesaid economic zone had been
prepared either at the time the sum of Rs.
200 million was allocated to that project or
after the allocation had been made;

(iv)  if so, whether such feasibility report would
be tabled;

(v) ifnot, why; and
(vi) whether action was taken to obtain the
fullest support of the relevant provincial

council for the implementation of this
important project in the year 2016?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@0 8. 8wy Ovm (e 483w »Ogn B8EAe¢
3@ ®9)

(wrrsu‘uTqLﬂ@ 5. amfleer - Srmdwd QurgerTgTr
OIIUVSET DB HEDLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. P. Harrison - Minister of Rural Economic
Affairs)

BT WOIBNBDROB, OO yEDWO BENS @ wwrnn*

DO,

* esee@aw O» »d» ¢ 8EHT:
* FLTLSL G860 sweudsLL L aflsor !
* Answer tabled:
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(@) (i) go® gIfBmc® i Drews’ Oswad @RS

8300wy 20%: §B» 00d® m6 B amd, 933 80%
560 00O wewo 98O @B WS .

(i) 2R3 emusins ey meg 2016 @&z 31 Eevxsy
ey 9 B5Y O Woedthmdewsy 8O eud el Bewed
0 Be® D@0 @B,

(i) ®®.

(iv) o28ud me vi®.

V) o emnd.

(Vi) @D. Omomd G & g».

(2) o> e2»S.

OO DAIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

y@dm aom 15-1407/'16-(1), ©6 dsTE @edEDD Owvmo.

@0 9. B. Ym®iden Dvmo

(oreTLll@ sT610.&. 1LpSGIELOTT6wT)

(The Hon. S.C. Mutukumarana)

O DOIBNBDROB, O IBTEE QHwOEXD Ovmo
eOMEDsT & OO yEdmw gnmo.

O OBBID WO IBED Dm0

(oreryLll@ Swhs &HeTTS V)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

@01 ®ONEHROB, OB WESTD GBS
eOmEDsY & 9® ydmrwd 8EnJ 8® wewr wBwm WCwes
9CE 83D

g @ Emnmé 988 8800 Hewlw oz GE.
Q]SITTsW6YU 10D CYDT (1§ BIVTEBID FLOT LIS HL L enemUi 1101”1 gj.
Question ordered to stand down.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

S0, Bds Bewdw 23(2) sl yds, oo Sesid
@©edEVD ©B®..

e89d®E™O ¢ ® 8e®xT a1y yEd»w
Hevfl 9 Mlailgh B0 cLpsv ailesrm
QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE

I

Oen oBsied ©mnd B8O mPsT8cedd
©B®®n WS HBIBN B¢ & Comd 8@V
©@wdB50D
m&alw prhser weslls 2 flewiasst CLiyeneuuilsd
S sMssliul L @evkiens unmlw LGy yenesr
RESOLUTION ON SRI LANKA PASSED AT UNITED NATIONS
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

@G Lesvd nendddm Svm

(orerflg HCBereig @sntouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O DOIBNIDROB, Bdd Bewdn 23(2) wden’ @&
@00 ydmw @wE OB OO OB eOHE.

ows HBted ©mD alBD8m»O »YTBE® -
UNHRC &- 2015 B8 9© 080ed § Comd »gE m»d
©B8sY - as a co-sponsor - § Cowd wO®IBFVD -ges SOO-
DBDO 0wdErnd ©w@®n W 0xizn & »O® OO dedd
©wdssn0 ©B@8D WO MBOD BedBD, § Com0dd OBnY
@B Bw v ©Bwo »FOes’ 8D B0 eud
8DEDEE ¢ gu BBT OO w¥ed y® WS &D.

Sen@sT,

0. & com»ed EBw cussw qudus S 300 v &
BOUT® 05%e05ED BOFDEOD WD & Eom Cese
8 Como B5y000 1B D180 G HIOD OWD
®ODa?

02. 9® owi¥sned gioq @mOg and & Comed
33 ® D1DEDDD W BD, & SO0 BB wHHm
3BBB®OOEO sOWBO wBewiesy B dedar
DECOGD, Bedn BB amd cwid v B
Bwo@8e @B o8, Sedsvews? s 6O @dcinsy
Bedded CewmdoOry 9eE®m WO OB WOEH
BBe® qgo@en 3180 0O® ewldmned gres 60
0D - OB O BwdsIs) 2 (BE.

Sir, I would like to quote from the Resolution.

“l.  Takes note with appreciation of the oral update presented by
the United Nations High Commissioner to the Human Rights
Council at its twenty-seventh session, the report of the Office of the
High Commissioner on promoting reconciliation and accountability
in Sri Lanka and its investigation on Sri Lanka requested by the
Human Rights Council in its resolution 25/1, including its findings
and conclusions, and encourages the Government of Sri Lanka to
implement the recommendations.....”

Then, 1 quote paragraph 6 of the Resolution, which
reads as follows:

“....independent judicial and prosecutorial institutions led by
individuals known for integrity and impartiality; and also affirms in
this regard the importance of participation in a Sri Lankan judicial
mechanism, including the special counsel’s office, of
Commonwealth and other foreign judges, defence lawyers and
authorized prosecutors and investigators; ”

@050 ORNRBw Bods Beowddn mbwics, dodn
PO, BedBw BBwrBsT, Dodr sdFemBsy efn §
Bods o¢@uns’ ¢dmden @iy emen e®ed & ewl®nrned
6018 modenw OB BHJBLO & Eomn e wHE
0wldmnd ©w00n I Bedm. OO 8ELIBBROB,
SdD Bues -v58s o ged emenw SYFTNEE
OB R 0® BEAC wewsy mer. O o® 8¢ mTiey
B WOBID wrTesy Y- OO ewldrNed eres 6B
OB PO e WoH yATeds mcm 900 20158
YR WE PO OB ¢5IHrIDe?

uine B5ndvd 0ecd®fwme B8ewlm ©Bn® B8xie,
Bedn »PCOGTeoss 1 DeodBwe BRrwesieosy
@8OBIOD 800 B WD VO YR BE O VIS
es¥me?

sgBe o8 BBsemO evdnd, o5& 20178 oo
0B B8l OB ywoawexm »S Beadm O
B8Eosesie?

03. & Gomo St w0 § Comw Sodn g@immsddws S&xY
§BsY wewst me 2015 ewdetnnd gdwst 05 ewnds,
2017 @& ®s, -0® ¢DEOE @¢ ewd ewd - UNHRC
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[061 EorTed @endERsy @wmn)

08D W€ OB VOCE @wWlvHO®O § Eomd
O0de®sy 8¢ DYeny, OO a8 DeIA BLEEO
00® & IOV BcDOB. deotd evdsT, § Eomo
O OB Bwo@bow emenxm 8IVO »OYH
®OD0?

©® gdEwed Jodvowsl ©© d® ydm» avsIHO
m®B&8. At any moment, Sri Lanka will co-sponsor the
Resolution, which will not change the original Resolution.
Now, His Excellency the President, the Hon. Prime Minister,
the Joint Opposition, everyone says that this is against our
Constitution. So, how can you agree to a Resolution?

o6 VYRS BBy S @wmo
(orenTLyll@ svgagLosit slifleTsDsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Let us answer now.

@6 OBE Dn@8ow Owmo

(omevsryLll@ rewilev allédrdlnids)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

©0 ®mONe®mOB, 2009 afcided & Como dBw o
B JswsY dmnede Ows KHBsied ©md HOHO
208857 DD 9e8un MOy ewdvmNd wdew, By O
eC®O® Y B §¥od Imdd ymrw ¢md Hwo ®OBIH
B0y sv03eB 085l crdeeny Ome o, @@ ded gdw
108 woced 8¢ § @D B8O cccume 88 o
Ded® Do BD gn IO - accountability - e®ITDewsy Swow
BE 9B 0 O oEWOI® BB wewr wer By &
Emadd) Yymned Bedmdr. Com gpali)d & 8D Swo
BBOO e e B & 8OO ey’ »Er. 8B
D000 HOB O Vevd® wcws’ Hood. e® weITVewsy
Bwo O, & @wd LHessInd ©md OO BBwe wdeny
CRO® WOBTHY HOONE Bws) ewidzwd 2014 dmemd &
em0d85Y wIedsy 88 WO BYew. & amd a8 Huwo
WO BT 5O KoBBTIHOBO sd ¢RO® WOBI® HOOBT.
e®ime, @O BEHST WOE BN, @B BBw wdene Ow
Boosom meog Bo. B ©De 38 WO,
BB 3B OO, Bedn H»HECOS, eOBNE R0
@ed cwided Beadm mE gutmdy B8 Sedm god J¥w
OWHEDE BNW. VeV wdBrNdHO ¢8 wwewdnw @i’
0O, VYHE @D .

2015 oewddsnd 2 s, 2015 ewdssneds?
c@mwic BDed? It states, I quote:

"Noting with interest the passage and operationalization of the
nineteenth amendment to the Constitution of Sri Lanka and its
contribution to the promotion of democratic governance and
independent oversight of key institutions, including the provision on
the promotion of national reconciliation..."

OO OB GreBLH® O1DEG BeerddHW @8 WSE,
B DIce AWAOE WO, KB OWHmD, e3-BEwd
@8 oIy BedS 01BO 012 Y@ R B emo.

Seo,

"Welcoming the steps taken by the Government of Sri Lanka since
January 2015 to advance respect for human rights and to strengthen
good governance and democratic institutions,..."

Bedvewsi® 2015 “5008 @sed 80 mnd S8
B8uexims!, D gy mOTHE oD Hw®be ww
YYD dwnm @FBON woxm oxn 8Bwdd
o & gs gsd yaewr mEeo.

TINB 2Cws O ©® OO BHed BOVS gwd
y@m0 Beamdh. Im 08 BEwnsimds. dmxme HDed
0®m&:

"Welcoming also the efforts of the Government of Sri Lanka to
investigate allegations of bribery, corruption, fraud and abuse of
power, and stressing the importance of such investigations and the
prosecution of those responsible in ending impunity and promoting
good governance,.."

cBo®, ACCE OB0, ACW ayn eC® ddd BI® o
Bwmn BB, & B8Ede m»E) ¢O» O oy SeodvewsI®
280 y@ew WE. €2 8OV gwd yadme edxsn yOosy.

S0,

"Welcoming the Declaration of Peace of the Government of 4
February 2015 and its acknowledgement of the loss of life and
victims of violence of all ethnicities and religions,"

2015 e50D8 4018 ¢ 00w BEICD Je5w WE YmRw
OBy, oeahevdecovrrmed E8m B D Beadm
3DEO® W® ¥ VOO Gw OWnH HOBID AN B B
Bedmn. & m0ene O Row 3 Beadmo:

"Recognizing that mechanisms to redress past abuses and
violations work best when they are independent, impartial and
transparent; are led by individuals known for displaying the highest
degree of professionalism, integrity and impartiality; utilize
consultative and participatory methods..."

aBned 8¢ ey BBe cCeoumns BEO BEICD Swvon
WO gs Bd DIy By D 0wy DedvewsI® OF
D>IDs ¢ awed DayBwe gueseBwide  ©
y8dRw BeadsIm dnw, OB gw o5 DO dvnw
Bus Om 508 I Bwo Bedsies’. @ ¢s¥vn ©3wd &
OO sl yav @ DsTesy Y.

Egwd, & mdwmews’ J aw Bustesy e@imuie?

"S. Recognizes the need for a process of accountability and
reconciliation for the violations and abuses committed by the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, ..."

& Bosdery, I3 e-dime 8857 e @10 S8m®
cCerumw BHBO BEROH Sun minim HOOsn 908, B8
Be0m Boda mH@COGsY 81 WO BwE BOeD yw1.

@G DrggedD 0BNBI IS OWm
(renryLll@ euraGgeu BTenTTLSGSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
60 ®>Sen DEBIB.

@0 OB E Dn@8Bow» dwmo

(omessrLyfl@ rewilsL aflsHrwdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

@ 60 Wworen BONHO owd. ol nedBuw?
55 . 60 mC e @@
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"6. Welcomes the recognition by the Government of Sri Lanka that
accountability is essential to uphold the rule of law and to build
confidence in the people of all communities of Sri Lanka in the
justice system, notes with appreciation the proposal of the
Government of Sri Lanka to establish a judicial mechanism..."

Bhed wdoms Hoosom RBEO BIcO v
Bedvewsi® aldmie wsinees ¢ B B8EICD o
G380 B85 o ¢ ewldrNd BEormm. ¢od ewleymnd
B8odm 8w aud BOeD mwi- [ BBOS] 2009
D8zl 88 dFw HBTed 0 eCmOR® edn WOy
@wddzn Om e®85Y QO ged.

g3 @B »O» edwiwmens owd e owd ged
010000 gmMEOB WmosTesy. O1dENedsy 80 dend
ecer DO . Tm DsDENDO gmHED BB .
©®en®x Bwmo:

"...also affirms in this regard the importance of participation in a Sri
Lankan judicial mechanism, including the special counsel’s office,
of Commonwealth and other foreign judges, defence lawyers and
authorized prosecutors and investigators;..."

& e "wvwiBFoe" BwcEe@ BDed. HDedD mH,
DHPDCOGBTO II5) B0, 9B 0053 BwEd BDeD.
285 Bw Bedmrd cuvedamdos’ §OOmB BwEo. [
BBOH] 0@ owidzn ©wdySmensy BOTD, BIGE
Beds¥esy 538D, e®ew®B8 Borsiesy:

"...notes with appreciation the proposal of the Government of Sri
Lanka to establish a judicial mechanism..."

Judicial mechanism can be established under the
Constitution, and within that comes participation. Now,
this is the position and we have made it very clear. Even
in the -

@0 Lesvd enddRm Swvmo
(oreryllg HCBerreg @ enrouigeo)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Hon. Prime Minister-

®©C 6B S B ®8ow Owmo

(oreryfl@ remilev ailésslrodnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Can you now listen to me? Let me finish. -
[Interruption.] Let me finish. You sit down. -
[Interruption.] Let me explain. [ have not finished yet.

OO DONBWROB, 088 om0l e Beamo.
Oy SHBTed DD VOO 0Oewdeed Di&mods’
BeadmDr. O dnx. & Dibmed »O8 Bwr Bedzsies’,
BB BIHS gl cded Omn 88 o8, dede
DHE0esY ¢y g cwodws - hybrid court - o&.
[@o20 BBOR] & qw Buwy domd O @8 dmw Hood syt
[Pod0 BBOS] 98I, ¢f e@umde ©® w; vwsiesi? ©
DI eNTeEO D meg NP 0. Ood ®IedsY sweed
D2y, D BwsIsd.

Bodsersi® @it e®@m» 8¢ 00 Beartesi? &
2w BDeDd, "ged ©wvd 9ERY Widwd PVeEHOR® BN
D800 @8 wOwsT MO OO ERB WI®D." Bwo.
©DDG8 BwuE Bedstesy. 005 e®ins BuE @ Sewd
Boc Beastesd, "2015 ewfdznd Huwxom mosis."
B & ol 0wlsnd. »edm mdemed Bedsiess a8

CHEDD WD ww B8ERCD. I nOR wrs cwde® emSew®
88900. »gy oc@wmumle 8g eed? 200957 oded Sw
&e3t)ed Bewddnws BDewds 5HrHdwd G55 dmw &ew,
D8 OBIH. [ BBO] D, @D. [P BEO] 5O esedecs &
D8 ¢ O @l BEH s wdr emsTewmm grreom
883 Beb ¢®@8. [ BIEO] areons B85 ol ¢ ®®.
[@020 BBO] &0 sddedd,- [P BBO)]

@G ®ONE®ROB, 8.0E. 88 ©Bn® 20142 B
88z BOD, "a8 Gnd 8818, Je®c B3wB S
WO 80 vdew mHE md." BweEo. [ BBO] 9DOSE
wews? 00 Bedm »E. [Pl BBO] ¢ O© e@imd
WO D @D DD »HO? OO e®irmdr WosIHmE?
[P0 BBO]IS, qed - [dn BBO] ged Bewddmn®,-
[@000 BBO] ¥ s O OO D WO®n. gl
BewdE8mddw BOD, "2015 ewdsrn 988wt eem ¥ ®0 &8
8. deows, @0 BOEHO Ow8ed Di&md
adseme DO ged AiTven ©©d ocmdl." Bweceo.
B50B8BR©B, ©08 yBIRBed BuEr Beadmdo, "Gomd B
BeOm BrmsIHS ¢Bcil) gBWCHmWO Oy 0dsIes’ mw."
Bweco. We will not join the International Criminal Court.
That is against the policy of the Government, the policy of
the SAARC and the policy of all Asian Governments.

a8 Buc Bednrd, "Sed® mH&mcOT el cwddE
s mosTery vy Be. "e8 8g ¢wd @B mosTesy
" B 980 mHBoEE O ymn mEd. BPIBBBRS
Im Y@ O Bedm. g 0@ wwieddsy Bwmd, &
OO WmosTery vy Bues. & o BEO wwen B
®O OBIB 0. [ BBO] g5 ©® s vy e
e0dsIms ©0C BAeadmds. In @dd Wosim O
Beadmdr. 0® emEEs »E uiny BOD oo gsd @l
DO @D Bedrd. 85T 0@dDde @@ m; vvsIeny?
[@020 BBO] wYe BT m mee? mYe S BDed? mY¢
8.0C. 88ed BusTesI? & Ded snemn®). [@ids BB ded
©® BP0, [P BBO] ¢z @® BERCO Yy @¢sIm
808 w7 vwsTesy. ©® e@wdsrs»d B3 BwdsID 5. OF
Bedsies’, “A Sri Lankan judicial mechanism” - § GooBm
admoen wrineaes - Bweco. & gdmoem winene §B
edrtery qod DnOELD wlent@. ged OsdEt® amd
83083 msced Beasiesy @® 208Ee®xInDO8,
a8mCewOB. gud D Em eOmE BT, g8 DudEG
B3o0RIVDIGE @OZNEDIS I B0 BDICHWBO WOBID
8¢ 008.

asl 00 ©gfedr® gumd, D B wod
em¥edmensy @0 9ERTID BwE. [P BE®] m»Ye
&g @28 DO ¢ Pe®? g8 erneddB. 8 Sn®0 BGRD
¢Oy QOB By

@G Lesvd endidm Swm
(orevsryflg SBesras @ smrouTHevr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
O DDNIBNBHROB, -

OO QBB

(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@0 Co¥d Qeddun OGN gud e® v BDicwmO
BB DT,
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@G Lesld endidsy Swm

(oreryllg HCBewreig @snrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DOIBNIDROB, OO BBO SDicwmO wsIeny BYWI.
30BN BDO 99 W BEO s Bwsim Bwco.
®® gmo 810 EED awy OO ydme e®wsB. Section 6 of
the Resolution -0 m»zsies eswedd- Section 6 of the
Resolution is very clear and the Sri Lankan Government has
co-sponsored the Resolution. In that, we have agreed to
establish hybrid courts with foreign judges and a Special
Counsel's Office.

0 o BRMees’ @ed OdOCB. GHELHO
O1DEOD BGEVD ged OB ememw ©ewd; ®
Ded B8xuOmO aFwsy wostes’? ged 08 ememmO
PHBODO OuOEGOD B TR gvfwsy WO Wi I®
DO8 s50n&uBn® BHOed, " ©® v wmosTery Y dedr
DSOS " Bor. ©S ao@Bn® 0@ ydmed cFHJ
@cBIDy. gD OO FH0 sy, 00n O BedmIm S,
[@a20 BBO]

@6 OBE Dn@8ow Owmo

(oreryflg remflsy aildsslrwdnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

RIROBIE BN BRD Bum 0dd Om® 0dm 5O,
8 0® v¥m0 O o8 eDsYesy ByFent? (@i B3O

Hon. Speaker, the Hon. Member spoke in English. So,
I will explain in English. We have agreed to the proposal
which praises us. The Resolution states, “notes with
appreciation the proposal of the Government of Sri Lanka
to establish a judicial mechanism.” Now, we cannot
establish a judicial mechanism. We can only do it under
the law. We cannot do it contrary to the Constitution
because we have not got - I do not think we can even pass
anything contrary to the Constitution. Our Parties are not
agreed to it. According to the Constitution, all our judges
have to be Sri Lankan judges swearing loyalty to our
country. Now, the Hon. Member is trying to distort our
Constitution. Within that, we are certainly willing to get
the help of experts to come and help us as observers.

I would like to tell the Hon. Speaker that we never
went before the Darusman Panel. -[Interruption.] We did
not go to New York. We did not speak to them outside
and - [Interruption.] They know that you went and had
communications with the Darusman Panel and exchanged
letters. 1 table* the full exchange of letters, the
discussions that took place and the assurances that were
given. We have the notes -[Interruption.] We are not
bound by any of those. - [Interruption.]

S0 80 DIOW ¢uivn. & DI amd O Bumdo, a8
@® 00 DuDEMID EEE®D® WHOTeDY BN BB &
Ded® syBe el GGB DWECTNGDO WEI Dred,
OB O a8 wmivtesy Y Bus O OO 0@mme
Bt B8, Sodvewsi® a8 e® ced D1DEF%D
G020 I DO ©LECIBTE @D,

* gedmmied md ¢o.
* mreflewaiSBIe0 sweudsLILIL (BeTendy.
* Placed in the Library.

O Lexvd endiRm Swmo
(oressryflg SCevras @ swrouTHeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
OGS DHANIBNBHROB, -

OO DIBNWBWHD O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o0 Cosld @@mdidm OBReA, In® ydm e
&0, OO OB dwd BEMG ¢BIvN. H®O
1988 B3OS gdan o, 0@n® uE8 med. a8 ¢’
OB S0 Bgv mCwmBO @@. [P BI®|oc
20BN, VIO »OLCON “EE WOmDe? [P
B8O

oG Loty endiRm Swmo

(oressryifl@ SCevreis @ swrouiHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DDBNBWROB, Dodr mrEmceand -

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

a5y 9@ sE8 B3O e o). I» ¢ gdwsy
»3Y. [P0 HB®] The answer has been given and we will
now move on to the Hon. Douglas Devananda. [@:& 888

©6 OB E Dp@8ow Owmo

(omessrLyifl@ remileL allsalrwdlnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

. 9068 Basls Beowsies’.
BasIzre? [P BBO]

DD ®1xd

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Douglas Devananda, please.

I

@8e) ©® PO c® DO OB
QLBI@ wHmID ueaTHld STFFMeVE &L (HLILIHGESH6D
PREVENTION OF DENGUE AND SWINE FLU

O IR edDimsIg Swmo

(oressrfl@ Ldereiv Cgeureshsm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Qaerrey FuTBTWST euisGer, HETHTID, GUTFenewr
wpmid #CsF WHSGI ewWESFT WrTHLG (weudslw
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OO DOIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

We have exceeded the time now. It is already 43
minutes late to start today's Proceedings.

O 08 MBS Dwmo

(oreirLyLfl@ ewusVTsL HrAib)

(The Hon. Faizal Cassim)
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@O0 QIBNBHD S
(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you very much.
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OO DIIBNBH O
(omevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

® O E3IZNWBOa.

o6 VYRS BBy S @wmo
(orenTLll@ svFagLosit slifleTsDsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

We will answer it tomorrow, Sir.

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Be®d, a@imsrr Bedes). ®O gHPIBBRD 8w LoBm
yBTB 00 @88Sm BOYR ¢@isn®o.

@G 6B S B ®&ew» Owm

(omevorLyLll@ Tewile allédrvdlnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Hon. Speaker, the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena had a
Question raised on the 7™ March on Treasury Bills.

@G Les¥d eadids ®wmo

(omevor i@ FCerreiy @ 6emreuiHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

That is the day Government ran away and abdicated.

@G 6B S 8n®&ew» Owm

(omevsr L@ rewilev allédridlmiss)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

We did not run away and abdicate. You raised this.

@G Lesvd nenddlm Swvmo
(orenrflg HCereag @enrouigeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
No one was here.

o6 eBEes ABHEe ©vwm
(orerLyLfl@ svaagLosir slifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Hon. Member, you were not there.

®0 Levd eadids Swm

(orenrflg HCeeag @snrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

The Question was not allowed to be raised and the
Government abdicated. The Government gave up and
went away.

®©G 6B E B ®8ow Owmo

(omevsrLyLll@ Tewilev ailddlridlniss)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

The Government did not abdicate and went away. But
if you want a clarification, I will certainly give a
clarification on this matter.

OO QBB
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, please.
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DRAWING PRIME MINISTER’S SPECIAL

ATTENTION TO AFFAIRS OF FINANCE MINISTRY:
STATEMENT BY HON. PRIME MINISTER

©C 6B S dn®&ow» Owmo

(orevrLfl@ remflsy alldasrwdnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

The Treasury Bills are governed by the Registered
Stocks and Securities Ordinance of 1937 and under
Section 2 of that Ordinance, the Minister is empowered to
issue registered stocks, promissory notes, Bearer Bonds
and Treasury Bonds for the purpose of raising authorized
loans according to any law in operation at that time.
Under Section 4, the Minister in charge of the subject of
Finance shall, in respect of each loan to be raised, specify
by Order published in the Gazette, the amount of money
to be raised, the modes of raising, the rates and all other
details.

According to Section 5, it is only after the Order is
gazetted that the Registrar can take steps to raise the
loans. This procedure had been followed for some time.
But it transpired in the Commission that it was not
followed for some time. In fact, we have been raising
loans but gazetting it at the end of the year. This has
started from 1999.

For instance, I found that the loans that were
authorized by the Hon. K.N. Choksy was gazetted by the
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama as Minister in a different
Government. This is the procedure that has been going on
for a long time. This is not very satisfactory. On the
whole, the legislation is also not very satisfactory. It was
done in 1939 and no one anticipated such things.
Sometimes you can raise the amount you want or you can
raise a lesser amount or you can raise a larger amount
when the issue is taking place. That flexibility has to be
there.

To come out of this, what we want to do is to bring in
legislation. First, we will be following the procedure as in
the Ordinance. But we will bring in new legislation. We
have asked the Attorney-General to look at it and the
Legal Draftsman to draft it. The new legislation will set
up a new procedure where once the Minister takes a
decision it will be advertised in the newspapers. The
House is in charge of public finance and we can inform
the House of those advertisements. We have to get the
flexibility also of raising the amount specified, a lesser
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amount or a higher amount. That is the flexibility that we
want. So, we are doing that.

Then, in the legislation, we are bringing in provision
for two other issues. One is to declare legal all the
Treasury Bills that have been issued so far. Some people
may challenge it by saying that we raised money before
the gazette was issued and therefore it is not legal. The
other issue is, private placements. We have also had
private placement of Bonds.

When this Government came into power we made a
public commitment not to have private placements but to
have public auctions and to use some other transparent
system. Nevertheless, private placements have taken
place and it came out in the inquiries that there was no
formal decision taken even on private placements. The
question is, whether even a formal decision is sufficient.
So, the same legislation will make all Bonds issued legal.
Though they say all Bonds issued are valid in the hands of
the bona fide holders, the problem may come that
someone might challenge the Central Bank when we go to
redeem the Bonds. Then, there will be another issue. So,
we do not want a position like that to come up. These
were issued in 2008 and in 2014. People might challenge
and then the court will say that you cannot redeem the
Bonds because they have not been legally issued.

Therefore, we will bring legislation which will ensure
that legality is attached to all Bond issues including
private placement, and legality is attached to all Treasury
Bills that have been issued.

In the same process, I must say, the Minister of
Finance has made a statement on this issue. When this
Presidential Commission started its work, he had been
asked by the media to clarify. He has done it. I will not
speak at length on this because today we are debating the
issue of debts. So, whatever you have to say on those
statements can also be taken up and discussed during the
Debate. I do not want to take any more time of the House,
but I thought I would clarify the law and the measures we
are taking. I must thank the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena
for having raised the issue and giving me an opportunity
of clarifying this to the House.
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Presented by the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella on behalf of the Prime
Minister, Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs; to be
read a Second time upon Tuesday, 04th April, 2017

and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral
Oversight Committee.

oG Lexvd endiRn Swmo
(oressryifl @ SCevreis @ swroumHeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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OO DOIBTNBDHR O

(omessTLll@ FUTHTWST Sj6uiTd6r)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@G LesiE Qedin OEn®o.

@G Loty endidm ®wmo

(oressryifl@ SCevreig @ swrouiHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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[0 BB®25] [ am not mentioning any name, Sir.

@O0 QBB

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

No, you mentioned this issue in the morning. I will
take action on that. We have discussed that. &¢¢ ceds,
Sedn ®0 G ®»Er. Bu@mxn ©DDI. & v D SR
OO ¢ WOTTH®. ¢15Y w¥red WOYR B1WBBT Y&og
Bedmr. [ BB oo O5I8n®, ©© & o
DD ©@wE WO [ BOEOH] ewcd, ©®
GOIBIG @Y WS,

@G DrggedD 0BNBI IS OWm

(renryLll@ euraGgeu BTenTTLSGSTYT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

@® wBed @20 ®mE»De? Sgw wwr Hadw Om B
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OO DOIBINBHR o

(orevTLfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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o6 eBEOs BBy @wmo

(oreTLLfl@ svFagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OBBFOGBTO @1 @¢sim EEed®InDO I @D
@® mG ®oBTerI? [P BBO] 9DOC ecws csiemny
DO [@3@3 258@]

OO DAIBNWBH O

(omevsTL LAl @ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Let me take action on that,
Nanayakkara. Please leave it to me.

8Be®sIned dI8®

LTI T@RLOGTMD JLDT6)
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

Hon. Vasudeva

Oz 8¢ O ©wIe2200 MV BB DI &
O35 PESGILSSTEBD Lol JCTTemenT B)GL55!:
The following Motion stood on the Order Paper:

" 20858005Ined WD Bewlen g T8 SIDL»OE v
2016.03.08 (B &» ©bEedxind B8s wdOn @mo» c¢
ewddrned DO wcHsId By, a¢ &5 wlEedrined d&de
S OFEOD @ @D &. wo. 1.00 8O a. wo. 6.30 ¢FDr Bw gne.
g. 0. 2.00 © 85Be@sIned ENHdd Bewdn gom 7(5) odcw
Bwod@m 86 @gn @. . 0. 6.30 O ®SINBHBHD YEHI® 05%0dDen
280D HEHP® ¥ ©.

o6 VLR BBy SE Dwmo

(orenTLyfl@ svFagLosir slifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, there is an amendment to the above Item - Item 2.
I will read the amendment. Accordingly, I move,

" 208Be005ined WWds Bewle gom T8 BIDHOE w®»
2016.03.08 B 8» ©8Ee®sind S8x wd®dm O E¢
eaddrned DO wcHsId By, g¢ &5 s8Eedrined d&de
S OFeDD 0@ DD &. wo. 1.00 8O a. wo. 7.30 ¢FD0 Bw @ne.
g. 0. 2.00 © ©2858e0sIned ENHdd Bewdwn gom 7(5) odcw
BwodOm 86 @n @. . 0. 7.30 O ®ONeH»BR® YEBI® ©5%9ODen
28EBednd mEHEw® @B ©.

g 88z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
s Bl HLILIL(B) THmYS CIBTeiTemLILIL’ L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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FL_L_eLpsVLD
HECTOR APPUHAMY HELPING HAND CHARITY
FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION) BILL

®C g0 BB Swotsy Dvmo

(orenryfl@ oeT A6l ggwirder)

(The Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne)

OO DDONIWROB, @ Bwm eWsY ewlvmd 9e8uny
DOB:

“euol gdewid enEBsY BT geusid BeHO wetdinn BB
wew g vovs ewd@un 988us BBV ¢ded 8w @r @."

oG 8. 8. aCORDOR dvmo
(omevsrLll @ Geg.&. jsveudgiausv)
(The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala)

887 I8 mom GE.

9 GLorBlG .
Seconded.
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FLLpvth  Blewsvsst L emer  Qv.  47(5) Bty FPps
UYL L 6D LopmYLD [BEVSITLII] YeDFFpEhG ke GIFUIuIL
LIGESDHTEF FIL L 1701115

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.
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FoRIAE v30Be8vsT vhTedssy
(8000 BBe®) vy emY®sn
@Sarrusv anluj6lwesflGL_MwesT LiaysTEL ag6dT
( Ll igemenTdsev) FL L cLpsvLd

GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION)
BILL

o (eedexs) mBsYe edzist ¥eddAD Swvmo

(wresryflg  (wouggw  swTHF)  salhs Camegrer
S WIEUTE6IT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana)

Sir,  move,

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the Global
Humanitarian Foundation."

©0 (e00exs) nE8m el V8w
(wagglu sorpF)(Fmrd)
aflGggoreiTenr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs) Thusitha Wijemanna)

(omessTyifl @ EYROET

5827 955 o GE.

94 GLorBlE&mi.
Seconded.
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aflsorr BB LILIL (B), eTDmIs GCIsmeramLiLiL L ).

Bs6erTLig, FL L @psvd @pSeTapsnm WS L1’ B, YFAL L g
L 1_swemuil_ i1 gj.

FlLpavd  plewevssi L swenr  Qav.  47(5)  @aruig Feps
UYL L 6D  LmmID il smes
ClF i I LI B GMHTEHS Fri L L1’ 1 g.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.
The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.
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ASSOCIATION OF TRADITIONAL OFFICIALS OF THE ALL
ISLAND HISTORICAL DEVALA (INCORPORATION) BILL

@G (e0Dexs) 8 Bed®isIis OVIda
(wrabmfle  (wasdw  sorgd)(Sowsl)
aflGeyomreirenr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs) Thusitha Wijemanna)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana)

587 955 o G&

2 GLorBlGEmi.
Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Buddhasasana for report.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

80 WE DIB DEFed wl¥znd, ©d Sesid
Q&DEDD @Hmo.

8es 8w med@mrmiens R3O

Bl& Qb HEHSHLY (LPSHTEDLOSSHIeLD
MANAGEMENT OF FINANCIAL CRISIS

[a.0. 2.57]

©G Lesvd endidm ®wmo

(orevrLfl@ HBesrey @ 6vTeumGeor)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

008 Burtesy. yodsy O myw & BusIm. It is there in
the IMF Report. It is available. You all will say, "No."
Hon. Finance Minister, the next IMF tranche which is due in
a week, has been postponed till May until you do this.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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In the "Daily FT" of today, an article of one of the
former Deputy Governors of the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka appears. I would like to refer to some sections of it,
because last December at the tail-end of the Finance
Minister's speech, 1 said that the US interest rates are
rising; that those will rise two to three times during the
year and as a result what will happen. When the US
interest rates rise, all the investments run back to the US.
They are only interested in higher interest rates and their
profits. That is what is happening to you all today. Here,
the former Deputy Governor of the Central Bank warns
the Government that Sri Lanka is facing a very serious
and deep crisis.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuid i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Your time is over, Hon. Member.

®0 Levd eadidx Swmo

(oreryflg HBewreig @ enTouigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Ood mND gdws’ BEOO 0sd OO 0® WD BesIm
@88. Sir, I would like to quote from the article of the
former Deputy Governor appearing in the "Daily FT":

"However, in 2016, in two separate moves, the Bank’s monetary
policy was tightened: In February, by increasing the standing deposit
rate to 6.5% and standing lending rate to 8.0% and in July further to 7%
and 8.5%, respectively. But these measures were too short and too late.
It also prompted the visiting IMF mission to flag Sri Lanka that its
Central Bank should stand ready to tighten monetary policy if the
money and credit levels would begin to rise. This is exactly what has
now happened. The monetary base is now rising at the rate of 27%, up
from 16.5% a year ago."

OO DOIBINBHR O
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you, Hon. Member.

©0 LesTd endidm Swmo

(revrfl@ HCesrey @ 6ewmTeumHeur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O DOTNEDROB, Ved DD D g eDEORsY
2dusy WOTHO. ed®m Icung YaAmeE BB, ©
20OBn 0® 8wl Om® Hoad. OO WOILNEHROB,
28 @yes ec¢sies’ unprecedented monetary crisis mmO&.
The former Deputy Governor further says, I quote:

..... the Central Bank’s lending to the government has skyrocketed
recording an annual growth rate of 80% per annum. Meanwhile, the
investments in government securities by foreigners have fallen from a
peak of $ 3.5 billion in February 2015....."

That is, at the time of our handing over the
Government.

"....to $ 1.2 billion as at the end of February, 2017. The freely
available foreign reserves have fallen to a record low level of $ 4.7
billion as at the end of February, 2017 whereas the country’s debt
repayment obligations during the next 12 month period have increased
to $ 4.8 billion."

That means, the foreign reserves have fallen to US
Dollars 4.7 billion and our debt obligation, which we
have to pay is US Dollars 4.8 billion. How is the
Government going to balance this? He also says in his
article, I quote:

"Given this scenario, Sri Lanka cannot remain oblivious to the US
monetary policy tightening. If Sri Lanka does not follow suit, the
remaining foreign investments in government securities by foreigners
amounting to $ 1.2 billion might also fly out of the country. That would
be fatal to the Sri Lanka’s exchange rate."

@O0 QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTdsi)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and
DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA
SUMATHIPALA] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(omrevwryLilg Lrdld surpTLsi Sjauissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. You have
thirteen minutes.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and

Water Supply)
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Beadmrdn. oy Bo padf)d Blen odEieds there was a
world recession.

There were problems due to the recession. It happened
everywhere. In places like Thailand, the Baht went down
to a negative value. So much so, everybody started going
to Thailand to buy cheap goods. That happens. These
things happen when foreign investors suddenly pull out
their investments from your financial markets. These
things have happened in the past; it may happen in the
future. But we have to have sound fiscal policies. Our
monetary policies have to be properly geared to meet this
situation. That is what we are trying to do. In a while, I
think, the Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama will explain to
you that one of the biggest foreign investments is going to
happen in a few days’ time in Sri Lanka. This is
something you started - you borrowed heavily from the
Chinese and built up massive infrastructure in
Hambantota. I am sure the former Speaker is fully aware
of this. He is very happy because this whole project is
going to bring a lot of prosperity to his district.

@0 (§9086) 0 ¢8ern® Owm (Seds mEw®Id
3@ ®0)
(oresrLyflE

(sevmBlH)) TS allGaL_
UenTICIGUITMILIL% @hE BT HeHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama - Minister of Special
Assignment)

It is a US Dollar two billion project.

S| PDSHL0-

®C 685 VRO Dm0

(wrehrLflg poyts amib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

US Dollars two billion is going to be invested by the
Chinese to improve not only the infrastructure but also the

already existing Port is going to have cranes and other
extra equipment to the value of more than US Dollars 600
million. It is a good investment. -[Interruption.] No, what
I am saying is you did not do this. You borrowed and left
it for us to save the country. -[Interruption.] But in the
meantime, you are organizing protests there. You are
getting people to sit on the streets. Poor port workers are
asked to sit on the road and start a massive protest.

@S (80028 w) w0 @O Owmo
(1oredTyfl@ (seomBlg]) Frd S)0pepisHio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa did not do that.

®©G 693 HRO Owmo

(el peys andiv)

(The Hon. Rauft Hakeem)

He did not do that. Do not be opportunistic. What we
are trying to do is to save this country from the mess you

all put. -[Interruption.] Let us not argue about that. I have

very limited time. Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella, you had
better speak during your time.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, we were there with His
Excellency the President last night. You were also there.
We discussed these matters. This is a National
Government. We had a variety of issues on the matter
pertaining to the Hambantota Port. We discussed among
ourselves and now we have decided to go ahead with the
development programme of the Hambantota Port. That is
going to bring in not only the development of the Port,
but also an increase in the transshipment volumes which
is almost at a zero percentage now, unless you do not
divert the cargo that needs to come to Colombo towards
Hambantota. That is what that has been done in the past.
You sent the motor cars down there. Finally, the poor
consumers had to pay more to get their cars cleared.

@S (80028 w) w0 38 erqe® Owmo
(orawyfl@ (sTBH) 5185 ) WaisL)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Rs. 35,000 per car.

®©C 685 HRO Owmo

(orairflg payit amdin)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

But this is not going to happen in the future. We are
not going to divert any traffic from Colombo. In
Colombo, two terminals have already been privatized.
There may be more terminals coming in Colombo.
Hambantota will have one of the largest terminals which
will have a very high throughput of containers coming in
and landing there. So, that is going to create a paradigm
shift in the way this country is going to go forward. Not
only that, a massive industrial park is going to come. The
Chinese have undertaken to shift some of their industries
to Sri Lanka.

Now, look at our export basket. We have never
diversified our export basket. From 1990, whatever
exports we had remains the same today. Garments, tea,
some agricultural exports - these are our traditional
exports from 1990s onwards. It has never changed. We
have to change that basket. So, our export basket has to
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change and we have to diversify it. Diversification cannot
come unless some industrial nation comes and invest and
then creates a value chain so that they will be able to
produce components and other items for industrial output
in this country. That will increase employment
opportunities. This is going to create a massive
infrastructure boom in the country.

Therefore, what I would say is that the Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena has quite opportunistically tried to throw
this brickbat at us at a time like this. But this is a time at
which both the Opposition and the Government -
[Interruption.]

Yes, definitely. The Hon. Hisbullah is very keen about
the sewerage project in Kattankudi. Yes, we are going to
go ahead with the sewerage project in Kattankudi. We
will definitely implement that. Now, that is another issue.

I went to Trincomalee yesterday. There is an
unfortunate dengue outbreak. I went to the Kinniya
Hospital and saw what is happening there.

G Berdss HSOI1BNGEH)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you are running out of time.

@S 6 v RO dwmo

(oressTLifl@ eyt ansiD)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Okay, Hon. Deputy Speaker, I will wind up. I want to
thank our three forces and the police for having
undertaken a massive cleanup operation in places like
Kinniya and other areas of the Trincomalee Town. I was
there at the Office of the Provincial Director of Health
Services in the Trincomalee Town as well as in Kinniya
this weekend to see what was happening regarding the
dengue outbreak that has unfortunately claimed almost 16
lives in that area. I must thank the Minister of Health,
Hon. Rajitha Senaratne, officials of his Ministry as well
as other officials of the Provincial Department of Health
Services of the Eastern Province, for setting up a High
Dependency Unit in the Kinniya District Hospital. That is
the second such Unit apart from that of the District
General Hospital, Negombo. That High Dependency Unit
has volunteers coming from all over the country. Several
doctors from other hospitals have come to the Kinniya
District Hospital to assist in the efforts to curb the
escalating rate of dengue outbreak. There are almost
1,500 patients in that hospital. It is a small hospital in the
middle of the town. In fact, the location of the hospital
itself has created half the problem. There is a serious
problem of sewerage; so gully bowsers have to be bought
in. We have gone there and promised to do all that. We
are taking steps to control this epidemic. But of course, in
controlling the epidemic, the public has to co-operate. As
a matter of fact, there are almost 800 civilian volunteers.
They have also got together with almost 800 tri force
personnel as well as the police who are going around the
entire area in the cleanup operation. I hope these efforts
will succeed.

I must thank all the volunteers who have come from
all parts of the country, particularly, the doctors of the Sri

Lanka Medical Service, who have come there to assist in
this programme. I must thank the Hon. Prime Minister,
who is going to have a massive youth camp there in
Trincomalee next week. Because of that, there are more
contingency arrangements that are being made. I am sure
this outbreak could be brought under control very soon. I
thank the Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous
Medicine for all what has been done. I also thank the
Opposition for having brought up this Debate today so
that we can meet those arguments and explain to the
country the true position today.

Thank you.

[L7.L1. 3.36]
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“Now things are different. This week the Fed raised rates for the
second time in three months-thanks partly to the vigour of the
American economy, but also because of growth everywhere else”.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have one minute more.

®0 9. Emosy Swmo

(wrenryLflg 8. APfgredr)

(The Hon. S. Shritharan)

Sir, I will take the time allotted to the Hon. 1. Charles
Nirmalanathan.

©C §Roe8500:) OB ®o

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLSTHIGD 2 L6 Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Okay.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Might I begin, Mr. Presiding Member, by first
thanking you for letting me speak on the Adjournment
Motion moved by the Joint Opposition on the prevailing
state of the economy. The most optimistic supporter of
the Government, whilst looking at the current economic
situation, would say that things could be better, or that we
are turning the corner as the Minister of Finance just
stated, or the worst is over. And of course, the most
popular chorus of the Government Members seems to be
that we are where we are because of the evils of the
Rajapaksa Regime. This, of course, is politically a sound
strategy: save one’s face by putting all the blame on an
opponent. But, I think a prudent measure would be to
look inwards to fully understand the folly of this
Government’s economic policy. This, coupled with
mismanagement and increased levels of corruption
confirmed by international indexes such as the
Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions
Index, shows that the current economic situation is this
Government’s own creation. So it would be wiser to
rectify these errors, after all, there is only so much of
what the Government can sell and what the people would
buy in blaming the previous regime.

But, this much I will say, Mr. Presiding Member, to
the Government. All what is today, the current state of
the economy, is not entirely this Government’s fault. Let
me explain. We were able to have a trade surplus way
back in 1977, and I think prior to that in early 1950s, and
thereafter deficits. It is not the fault of only this
Government, it shows continuous failure of policies for
us to be competitive internationally. If one considers the
fact that since Independence this country has increasingly
become a welfare state rewarding the unsuccessful rather
than encouraging the unsuccessful to be successful, it
cannot entirely be blamed on this Government. Or,
consider the case of increasing tax evasion or increasing
State-sector employment with decreasing levels of
productivity. I can go on with many more examples,
which I believe that we have perpetually erred in our
policy and our thinking since Independence, and we
continue to do so, but which needs a fundamental
paradigm shift.

Dr. N.M. Perera, the famous Marxist Finance
Minister, in his 1973 Budget Speech explained to
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Parliament about the sustainability of our pension
mechanism and said that it will become an increasing
burden to the Government coffers. But, did we listen?
Therefore, it is essential that we separate and identify
these long-term deterrents of economic growth and rectify
them by developing national policies based on economic
productivity and efficiency rather than party compromise.
Politics work on compromise; economics do not. They
work on sound policies and sound management. Let me
clarify further. What I am talking about here is clear long-
term shifts in economic policy on issues which, we all can
agree, have not worked well for this country since
Independence, not this Y ahapalana pretext of economic
compromise, which does not work and which is only a
fagade to meet political objectives of parties governing
this country. And now a lot can be said of this
Government’s economic policies and reasons for their
failure. But, what I feel is, the fundamental flaw remains
too much of economic compromise which was clearly
highlighted by the fact that Budget Proposals have been
changed numerous times. Folly of this Government’s
economic policies, mismanagement and corruption and its
fantastic ability to make a bad situation the worst can be
highlighted if we take a close examination of a few of
Government policies. It can be seen that even before the
Government was formed, the then Leaders of the
Opposition, in order to come to power at any cost, started
with untruth; uttered untruth to the people of promises
and election pledges that the Government was unable to
keep or had no intention of keeping.

Other promises which the Government found difficult
to avoid came at a huge economic cost not thinking about
economic consequences at that juncture. How else can
one explain when Mahinda Rajapaksa promised to
increase the salaries of public servants by Rs. 3,000, these
Government Leaders offered to increase the same by Rs.
10,0007 After coming to power and realizing the
difficulty of its implementation, what the Government
decides to do is to cheat the people by offering an
allowance of Rs.10,000 with Rs. 2,000 to be added to the
salary each year.

So, would it not have been more prudent for the
leaders of Yahapalanaya had they offered an increment
of Rs. 5,000 thereby ensuring both the votes and the
prevention of economic deterioration? And take the case
of reduction in the fuel cost, over Rs. 2.5 billion saving
was lost which this Government would have spent on
education and health without having year on year
reduction. Let us not also forget the reduction of fuel cost
which this Government enjoyed, but might not be able to
enjoy in the future. It has been reported in media that the
Government is considering increasing the price of a litre
of petrol by Rs. 30 and the price of a litre of diesel by Rs.
20 and the electricity charges by 20 per cent. This goes to
highlight the reverse in its policy but now at the cost of
education and health.

Now take, furthermore, the policy of trying to defend
the Sri Lankan Rupee in the first eight months of 2015.
Due to this, we depleted our foreign reserve from US

Dollars 8 billion to US Dollars 2 billion; our interest rates
have increased by five to six per cent while our exports
have declined by 5.6 per cent in 2015 and it is expected a
further decline by about 3 per cent in 2016. Now, the
interest rates have increased from five to six per cent on
average from 1* January, 2015 as of present and the
domestic borrowings have increased from Rs. 3,832
billion in 2015 to Rs. 5,332 billion as of September, 2016
- a massive 39 per cent increase. The increase in interest
cost to the Government under domestic borrowings alone
would amount to a massive Rs. 300 billion. The
draconian VAT increase which was implemented a few
months back, and which taxes even the most basic human
necessities such as medical services would only add an
addition of Rs. 200 billion to the economy. Now, Mr.
Presiding Member, these are the Mahadana Muttha
economic policies of the Government, because we know
at the end, it will kill the goat and break the pot. We
know that the Government will have to depreciate the
Rupee eventually and some analysts estimate that the
Rupee will be around 160 to 165 against the Dollar by the
end of the year.

So, the initial policy of defending the Rupee and
wasting our foreign reserves has not worked and it has
been detrimental to our export growth. Furthermore, Sir,
increase in interest rates should result in capital inflow to
the country, but exactly the opposite has happened.
Foreign investments in Treasury Bills and bonds have
decreased from US Dollars 3.375 billion in January, 2015
to US Dollars 1.6 billion as of today. Foreign Direct
Investments are down to about US Dollars 400 million,
comparable with FDI during the time of the war. So, Sir,
something, definitely, is not working over here.

It will do well to remind the Members of the
Government that when President Mahinda Rajapaksa was
in office from 2005 to 2014, we were able to increase the
GDP from an economy of US Dollars 20.7 billion to a
strong economy of US Dollars 80 billion. The GDP per
capita was increased from US Dollars 1,062 to US
Dollars 3,853. The inflation was reduced from 9 per cent
to 3.3 per cent.

The most important fact is that the debt to GDP ratio
was brought down from 102 per cent to 70.7 per cent and
remember he did all this whilst ending a 30-year civil
war. In effect, I think only five years should be taken into
consideration as the war ended in 2009. Now, I
remember, sometime back, during the time of the war,
one of my schoolmates, a successful entrepreneur of the
IT sector, telling me over conversation that it was
absolutely necessary to end the war militarily at whatever
the economic consequences because Prabhakaran cannot
be trusted. I remember him saying that the economies can
be fixed and rebuilt, but a persistent war would mean the
window of opportunity for us to progress as a nation
would diminish. This is exactly what Mahinda Rajapaksa
was able to achieve.

®O Row06:e) OGS
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya)

Sir, give me one more minute please.

Not only did he ended the war, he developed the
country economically.

In contrast, this Government has been a total failure
burdening the people with increasing levels of taxation,
whilst at the same time spending more than Rs. 790
million in order to purchase vehicles for the comfort of
the Ministers and of recent another fleet of vehicles has
been purchased for more than Rs. 500 million. Also, Sir,
the politicization of Chinese investment projects,
particularly the Colombo Port City and the Hambantota
Harbour has resulted in an erosion of investor confidence.
Now, to make a bad situation worse, the Government’s
inability to understand and manage the sensitivities of the
different people of different sectors has resulted in
endless stream of strikes and protests which would leave
any investor thinking twice about investing in Sri Lanka.
So, Mr. Presiding Member, we are at a precipice of a
great fall; a fall if we take will spiral down and fall into a
vicious trap. I believe Sir, while long-term polices need
to be ironed out, a key short-term policy would be to
increase confidence in markets. Perhaps, the single most
important measure for this purpose would be to change
the Finance Minister. We all knew on the appointment of
the current Finance Minister that he was going to be no
Wanninayake. We knew the track record of the present
Finance Minister when he dismantled the Sathosa.

As time does not permit me to elaborate further, I
leave with the parting note that if a change in the Ministry
of Finance is done, as speculated by the newspapers, we
will have some hope just as we had in the case of the
Central Bank issue. But failure to do so, will result that
we soon find out the light at the end of the tunnel which
the present Minister of Finance is speaking of, is indeed
an oncoming train.

Thank you.

O § o806 OIEn®
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you
have six minutes.
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Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 7.00 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 22nd March, 2017.
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