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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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SRI LANKA SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT BILL:
COMMUNICATION FROM PROVINCIAL COUNCILS
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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OO OBBID IR EH Dwmo

(wrevTyll@ SwWhs % HeTTSeV5ES)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. S.B. Nawinne - Minister of Internal Affairs,
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs) Thusitha Wijemanna)

®6 DOIBTNBDBDOA, DTN 6% 657 201 @RS

B8EAC goo@m adeen ®0m 00D On 0w WO R¢
“2013 D8ww wewo SBm € gooFem ¢dmBed Dab8m
D807, “2015 D8ww twews 88D W g@ICHem @
@¢508ned®5Tned 8w sy Dilmd” ww “2015 d&wswe
B IBIN €& WOYD GRS D8 Wabw
83002 D800 e @DBIVEwST & OB 0 ©5ed Dobimo OO
98B 8.

ase0@escs O Hdw Gl Bewl/o wom» @&
FUTLSL_ G360 ()55 1 1_cmemuli i’ 1 .
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

eusie®
LD&B)| 85 % 61T
PETITIONS

@0 £857¢ Besznwm Owm (BHES g@im1n@H)

(wressryll@ HI0bS SFTBTWSES - HWHESTLHL SjeDFFIT)

(The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake - Minister of Agriculture)
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(The Hon. P. Harrison - Minister of Rural Economic

Affairs)
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(The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam - Minister of

Education)
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(The Hon. A.HM. Fowzie - State Minister of National
Integration and Reconciliation)
Mr. Speaker, 1 present a petition from Mrs. K. L.
Indika Lakmali of No.190, Brito Babapulle Place,

Grandpass, Colombo 14.
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(The Hon.Wasantha Aluwihare - State Minister of

Agriculture)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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PEPPER PRODUCTION: DETAILS
528’16

1. 06 93w wBSew Svmo

(wrevryfl@ LsPls LBresT)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
508 ®E@azTm QIR BeesT ey y@mw - (2)

(@ () 9 2015 0280 § comed ©O8BL Omo
0D) C1@) BS YPrern EmIBO S

(i) 2010 &o 2015 ¢$00 Des ww ne ©O8BI
Bsaemrs, O8se a5 005y 005! dnewsy
BeCIG® omas®end;

(i) Cesw BEsY enDTensT wafo® KO3 S8
osienie;

(iv) Sedm®, sy Guw Dud sy e dw D8sT B
of ©O88ed y@renw, DSBw 4mPY 05T LY
RIGIIE A FormLSION

@5Iz) O @OV 5100 ¢xIOsTensie?

(@) () 05888 Bdsicme gug OO e Bwdd
osienye;

(i) ©eEdnd,d® Bwddmdede;
BT O 0O 59D ¢IOBIeBIE?
(@) o0deEn®,d Oxfe?

YTIDLIS WHSH6STIHD 96w FFen s Cal L ailerr:

(o) () 20159, yawrsmailsy @evkiensullsd erg,

vl QEinutiu’ L Bleoliugiiy sTeusuersy;

(i) 2010 QarLdasid 2015 euswrwiTesr gbgl 6uHL

STVLILIGSulled il 2 MHuss
oy erhleurilrs GeusuGeuprs 6T M 6uT
Hl@svrH M id;

(i) orerrsnd olousrulsellmbs  Chrigwrs
leTensds ClaTerausTey GFiiSTHHT;

(iv) <=Quweflev, HL_bS ERYE | 25T ()% 611l 6L
I TFTRISSHOTT ClomTsiTeussrey G’ 1
lerdlesr ojemey peTReurfiwrs GeusuGoaupras
sTeIGIETEY;
STRTLENSIWLD Sjeui @)FFenLids@ mlaliiumrym?
(=) () werg 2 pusgdeow  yHaflsss  Ceiw

STFTHBIGLD BL_aUlgSens GLom6lsTerenLoT;
(i)  =4C\esfleD, BybBL 611G HENBSBET WiTEH6,
STETUENS Sjeui (@) FFemuids@ o Plallliumymr?
@) @erGmev, eyeir?

asked the Minister of Primary Industries:
(a) Will he inform this House-

(i) the extent of land in which pepper had been
grown in Sri Lanka by the year 2015;

208Ee@sIndD 1240

(i) the pepper production in each year during
the five years from the year 2010 upto 2015
separately in kilograms;

(iii) whether the Government directly purchases
pepper from farmers; and

(iv) if so, the quantity of pepper purchased in
each year during the last five years
separately?

(b) Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether steps will be taken by the
Government to enhance pepper production;
and

(ii) if so, the aforesaid steps;
(c) Ifnot, why?

OO DB

(omressTLLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

eDE® ®OITIVeWsY gdne 0w md» ecs ©®

C o B3I s gem D8m BEnc; eeds o
y&m ¢dwsy e 0T BHEdS 0.

®C ¢ ®Oed BN (P OB MESsTH ¢y ©o)
(orewrflg swr HWESH - YTbLs WESHESTIOL HeHLFFIT)
(The Hon. Daya Gamage - Minister of Primary Industries)
GG D ONBHREOB, OO yAm WO B8RS 0®edB.

(a) () evedwd 32,527

(i) 2010 - 2015 0 Desd g ©®S8es Bedesacrrw

(Becin®)
2010 17,216,000
2011 10,834,000
2012 18,604,000
2013 28,686,000
2014 18,660,000
2015 28,177,000

(iii) .
(iv) acg .
(@) () @o.
(i) (1) aoes »BHEO egwlbne®sind ©8sT
©®88ed DesesBes 018 BBO ewewr »HO DO
@8 RBIOD gdms BeddB uig Beksemes md

DS PsIO Bwwd 50 @ewdssy gaided
OB WO G2 &©.

(i) Q> 08w ervdn Dr BBe® DRHIVD wde sy
aimd 1/40 D8 af) @0dn e ©d83es i
e58ced G &e.

(il) ©vo RZOD gdas @ a8 BB
8Eedf 8ERe cuectd v g omiBeed
G 80.

(iv) o050 D0DE OEBmD O B8O ewo
20 et I NG 008eE P 8@ wo
$00w6IED s Cao 8O, OELBHOw OE
DO e OB Boenwsy yoig 0 & gwd
e58ced wsiy E & aw.
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(@) o ed.

®0 PIE® vBSe Svmo

(wrehrLflg s ugyen)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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University of Wayamba at present; . o
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(iii)  the permanent academic staff that should be
there in each department and faculty,
separately;

(iv) whether there are vacancies in permanent
academic staff;, and

(v) if so, the number of vacancies prevalent in
each faculty and department, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture :
(a)  Will he admit that-

(i) a bank by the name of Agrarian Bank is
functioning under the Department of
Agrarian Development;

(i)  the said bank has not been registered under
the Bank Act, No. 30 of 1988 or Financial
Business Act, No. 42 of 2011; and

208Ee@sIndD 1248

(i) it is illegal to accept deposits from people
without being registered?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the reasons for not registering the Agrarian
Bank; and

(i) whether actions will be taken to register or
abolish that bank?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Megapolis and Western
Development:

(@) Willhe inform this House -

(1) whether the Gampaha District comes under
the scope of the Ministry of Megapolis and
Western Development;

(ii)  if so, the amount of money allocated by the
Ministry for development activities of the
aforesaid district; and

(iii) the development projects implemented in
the Gampaha District?

(b) Willhe also mform this House -

(1) the number of Outer Circular Road Projects
and Projects to Widen the Access Points to
the Southem Express Highway which have
been launched using the sum of Rs.714
million allocated for ‘Greater Colombo
Urban Transportation and Development
Project’ from the Budget 2016

(i) the names of the projects mentioned in (i)
above;

(iii) the number of railway lines and bus
terminals developed; and

(iv) the extent to which travel time of the public
has reduced as a result of the projects
mentioned in (ii) above compared to the
time they spent for travelling earlier; and

(v) asto what purpose the aforesaid money was
utilized for, if the projects mentioned in (i)
above have not been implemented?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked The Minister of Education:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(®)

©

)

(i)

whether he 1is aware that a number of
incidents have been reported that the
students of the other districts have sat for
G.C.E. (A/L) Examinations, held at schools
in Puttalam District; and

whether he accepts that owing to the
aforesaid situation, injustices have been
caused to the students in Puttalam District
who are anticipating the University entrance
after sitting G.C.E. (A/L) Examination
under minimum facilities ?

Will he also inform this House -

@

(ii)

the names and the schools of the principals
who have encouraged sitting for aforesaid
examinations from the Puttalam District,
approving the project reports of the students
outside the District, in a fraudulent manner;
and

whether it is expected to take disciplinary
actions against the principals and the
education officials who have involved in
and encouraged aforesaid illegal acts?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Provincial Councils and Local
Government:

(a) Will he admit the fact that Pradeshiya Sabhas
pertaining to the Divisional Secretary’s Divisions
of Madhu, Odduchudan, Kandawalai and
Marudankeni in Mannar, Mullaitivu, Kilinochchi
and Jaffhna districts in the Northem Provincial
Council have not been established?

(b) Will he inform this House whether arrangements
will be made to establish new Pradeshiya Sabhas
pertaining to the above Divisional Secretary’s
Divisions by the Delimitation Committee as per
the new system of establishing local government
bodies according to ward system?

(c) ifnot, why?
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Hon. Member, I am in total agreement with your
suggestion. There was a public notification with regard to
creating new local bodies. Three months back, I
appointed a special Committee and that Committee is
evaluating all those requests. In the near future, they will
forward a report to me. Then an appropriate decision
could be taken. Your request is being considered very
favourably.
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Hon. Member, with regard to that request, earlier
Ministers in an ad hoc manner upgraded local bodies
from Pradeshiya Sabhas to Nagara Sabhas. 1 have
appointed a Committee which would evaluate on a marks
scheme and make appropriate decisions. These requests
could be forwarded to that Committee. There was a
public notification three months back where any citizen
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who wants a local body to be upgraded could make a
request to that Committee. If you forward your request to
me, I can forward it to that Committee.
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ask the Minister of Provincial Councils and Local

Government:
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(a) Ishe aware that,-

(i) the Secretary of Kotikawatta, Mulleriyawa
Pradeshiya Sabha was transferred on
22.09.2016 by the Commissioner of Local
Government of Western Province without
any justifiable reason and without
conductinga preliminary inquiry?

(i) the Govemor of the Western Province had
informed on that day itself that transfers
should not be done without conducting a
preliminary inquiry and the aforesaid
transfer should be cancelled;

(iii) even though the Governor of the Westem
Provincial Council had given such
notification, the Secretary of the Western
Provincial Council or the Commissioner of
Local Government has been negligent in
taking action on that notification;

(iv) in this context the Commissioner of Local
Govermnment has made some influence on
the secretary of the Pradeshiya Sabha
after a few days from that incident and has
obtained her consent to the effect that she
willingly obtained a transfer?

(b) Willhe inform this House,-

(i) whether the secretary of a local authority
could be transferred without conducting a
preliminary inquiry at a time when the
tenure of that local authority has expired;

(i) if the act of negligence mentioned in a (iii)
above has not been committed, whether it
could be proved that it has not been
committed; and

(iii) whether an investigation will be conducted
into this incident?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(@)  Will he inform this House-

(M)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

the date on which the Eravur Pattu
Divisional Secretary's Division in the
Batticaloa District was established;

whether he will table a copy of the Gazette
Notification issued in this regard;

what total extent of land area is covered by
that Divisional Secretary's Division;

how many Grama Niladhari Divisions are
located in the Division concemned; and
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(v) what the names and official codes of such
Grama Niladhari Divisions are?

(b) Willhe also inform this House-

(1)  whether an official delimitation mission has
taken place in establishing that Divisional
Secretary's Division; and

(i) if so, what its details are?
(c)  Willhe state-

(i) whether administrative or other operations
of any of the Grama Niladhari Divisions
falling under the Divisional Secretariat
concemed are currently handled by some
other Divisional Secretariats; and

(i)  if so, whether he will submit the names and
official codes of such Grama Niladhari
Divisions?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(@)  Will he admit that -

(i) The National Youth Services Council
maintains a Vocational Training Centre at
the residence that had formerly belonged to
Mr. Rohana Wijeweera, a former leader of
the People’s Liberation Front (JVP), located
in Ulapane and later acquired by the
Government;

(i) around 500 trainees receive training at this
institute at present; and

(i) it is of a developed state?
(b)  Is he aware that-

(i) more than 5,000 students have received
training from the institute and left as skilled
workers since its inception; and

(i)  in spite of this, the National Youth Services
Council has taken actions to remove the
institute from Ulapane area and shift it to
some other area?

(©) Will he inform this House why the institute
concerned, which is run at a developed state in
Ulapane area, is shifted to another area?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern
Development:
(a)  Will he inform this House,-

(i) the number of persons assassinated by the
LTTE terrorists in Batticaloa District after
1983; and

(i) the aforesaid number in respect of each
ethnic group, separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House,-

(i) the number of members or leaders in each
political party;

(i) the religious leaders in respect of each
religion or number of people that belong to
those religions; and

(iii) the number of public officers;
who were assassinated in that manner?

(¢) Will he further inform this House whether a
comprehensive report will be submitted to this
House with regard to the matters that have been
raised in (a) and (b) above?

(d) Ifnotwhy?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development:

(@) Is he aware that,-

)

(if)

the fishing community that is committed to
nurture the national economy of Sri Lanka
as well as its people continue to engage in
their industry amidst serious obstacles; and

in addition to the numerous sufferings they
go through, they have to be victims of
harassments by foreigners who loot the
marine resources?

(b)  Will he inform this House,-

)

(ii)

(ii)

separately, the number of Sri Lankan
fishermen and vessels in the custody of
foreign states as a result of violating the
international maritime boundaries;

the number of Sri Lankan fishermen in
custody at present, separately, as per each
state;

the number of foreign fishermen in the
custody of this country as a result of
violating Sri Lankan maritime boundary,
separately as per the country of their origin;
and

©
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(iv) the steps taken to liberate the Sri Lanka

fishermen in the custody of foreign states?

Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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REVOCATION OF IRREVOCABLE DEEDS OF GIFT ON THE
GROUND OF GROSS INGRATITUDE BILL

“Bill to provide for the revocation of Irrevocable Deeds of Gift on
the ground of Gross Ingratitude and for matters connected therewith and
incidental thereto.”
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Presented by the the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella on behalf of the
Minister of Justice and Minister of Buddhasasana; to be read a Second
time upon Tuesday 07th March, 2017 and to be printed;

and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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wHmIb FrauGss aurdss eLOFFT)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama - Minister of

Development Strategies and International Trade)

Hon.Speaker, I move Item Nos.1,2,3 and 4. May I also
kindly request your approval to withdraw Item No. 20 of
today's Order Paper.
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS (CONTROL) ACT:
REGULATIONS
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

Hon. Speaker, I kindly request your approval to
withdraw Item No. 20 of today’s Order Paper.
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Regulations, by leave, withdrawn.
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SRI LANKA EXPORT DEVELOPMENT ACT: ORDER

[2.28 p.m.]

®0 OB ©8OcS® Swvme
(omessrLyfl@ edld Foraidrn)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
Hon. Speaker, I move,

“That the Order made by the Minister of Development Strategies
and International Trade under Section 14 of the Sri Lanka Export
Development Act, No. 40 of 1979 relatin% to Cess and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1992/52 of 11™ November 2016, which was
presented on 26.01.2017 be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)”

Hon. Speaker, I would like to give an overview of Sri
Lanka’s exports and growth as it is now. As we have
known, our growth has been okay, but it has been
internally oriented. Sri Lanka’s annualized real GDP
growth from 1990 to 2014 was around 5.4 per cent with
low volatility over the period and consumption and
investment were the primary contributors to growth.
Compared to several South FEast and FEast Asian
comparator countries, Sri Lanka has seen very little GDP
growth coming from exports.
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The export component of growth in Sri Lanka has
generally weakened over time. Relative to the comparator
countries, the contribution of exports to growth was low,
especially from the late 1990s through 2010 and remained
low in absolute terms from 2010 to 2014. Even right
now, export growth remains low. This lack of export
growth contributes to pressures in Sri Lanka’s balance of
payments, which have constrained overall economic
growth potential. Sri Lanka’s trade deficit - ranging from
minus 6 to minus 14 per cent of GDP since 1990 - drives
a persistent current account deficit, which has generally
not been matched by capital inflows. Sri Lanka drew
down on international reserves in 2015 to fill the gap in
its balance of payments, which led to elevated levels of
macroeconomic risk and increased borrowing cost for the
Government, until IMF support agreement was signed in
April, 2016.

Our exports have diversified very little over the last 20
years while most comparator countries are getting
significant growth from new exports. Over 90 per cent of
Sri Lanka’s goods exports are focused in products that it
first began exporting with a revealed comparative
advantage prior to the 1990s, products including
garments, tea and other agricultural goods, rubber goods,
and precious stones. Meanwhile, Thailand, which once
had a similar export basket to Sri Lanka, continued to
diversify into electronics in the 1990s and then into
transportation and chemical products. Vietnam, which
had a very similar export basket to Sri Lanka in 1995, has
diversified rapidly over the last ten years.

Sri Lanka remains stuck exporting products, mainly
apparel and agricultural products, where it competes with
primarily lower income countries, which creates a wage
ceiling for these industries. For instance, we compete with
Kenya and India for global market share in tea and
compete with India, Bangladesh, Cambodia and Vietnam
in garments.

OO DB WGBS

(oressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you have only two more minutes, but, I
think you are willing to continue.

©0 O8= 8OOSO Sum

(oressryfl@ wedld Fwraisri)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

Yes. Please give me another two more minutes.

OO DB WGBS
(oressryfl@ FUTBTWST SjeuiTaeir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay, go ahead.

©0 O8= 8OOSO Swum

(orevsryfl@ wedld Fwrailsr)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

Wages paid by exporting industries are lower than
most non-tradable industries, such as construction or
transport and especially lower than public administration

208Ee@sIndD
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work. To maintain competitive international prices,
several major export industries in Sri Lanka are forced to
keep wages low and they therefore struggle to find and
retain workers as incomes increase in the country.
Garment exports from Sri Lanka have managed to
maintain a global market share through innovation,
higher quality products and supplying niche markets
through buyer-driven global value chains. However, on
the whole, export productivity has not kept pace with
overall productivity in Sri Lanka.

By contrast, most comparator countries export more
diversified baskets of products including machinery and
electrical products, which are often linked through
producer-driven global value chains. Research has shown
that these product categories tend to be of higher
complexity and the countries that export these products
tend to have the capabilities and know-how to produce
many different products making further diversification
more likely. Research further shows that countries with
higher economic complexity tend to achieve higher levels
of income and stronger future economic growth as
workers can specialize in areas where their productivity is
highest, which supports innovation and sustained wage
growth. Many of these more complex products exported
by the comparator countries are linked through producer-
driven value chains, which allow for further
specialization among countries, but which often require
investment in production from multinational corporations
in order to gain a foothold.

Hon. Speaker, it is also necessary for us to diversify
our export markets. Since we have been exporting to our
traditional markets such as the United States, the UK and
the European Union, the time has come for us to look at
new markets now. In this regard, we are in the process of
negotiating several bilateral trade agreements with
countries such as China, Singapore and we are also
looking at Japan and Korea and entering into strategic
partnerships with Thailand. We are also looking at
invigorating our FTA with Pakistan and, at the same
time, looking at comprehensive economic and
technological cooperation with India.

Hon. Speaker, this is the only way forward for our
country and I seek the support of all the Members of this
House to ensure that we achieve our targets. Thank you.

G w@d wo GE.

fledTir sTBISHUIDLILIGIIDD ).

Question proposed.

[0, 2.35]

@0 9. st Ovmo

(wrenTll@ £. FAnfredr)

(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! I wish to announce that this House
cordially welcomes the Delegation from US Congress led

by the Hon. Peter Roskam, Member of the House of
Representatives of the United States of America and the
other Members, the Hon. David Price, the Hon. Gerry
Connolly and the Hon. Adrian Smith accompanied by
the members of the staff, now present at the Speaker’s
Gallery.
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Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Edward Gunasekara to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle - State
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Mohamed Navavi. You
have nine minutes.

[5.49 p.m.]

OO @608 508 Dwmo

(wrenTfl@ wapiwl Heual)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Mr. Presiding Member, thank you very much for
giving me this opportunity to speak. I can remember,
sometime back, the Hon. Prime Minister stated in this
august Assembly that we need Rs. 2,000 billion per
month to run this country, of which 50 per cent - Rs.
1,000 billion - goes for repayment of loans. I think this is
the biggest problem we are facing today. So, it is high
time for us to take a decision as a country and as a
Government to find solutions without blaming each other.
If we are to exist, definitely we have to increase exports
and reduce imports. How are we going to do it? This is
the biggest problem we are facing today. Are we going
to increase our exports or are we going to keep on
borrowing and repaying loans for ages for what we have
borrowed earlier? I think we have to change this
situation.

Actually, much was spoken about the Hambantota
Port which is a big issue, and then the tyre factory and the
car factory. When we went to Hambantota, we saw the
situation there. It is useless to blame the earlier
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Government. It is a fact that flights are not coming and
ships are not coming, but we have to keep on repaying the
loans. That is why His Excellency the President and the
Hon. Prime Minister after discussion, spoke to the
Chinese Government and came to an arrangement in such
a way that if it is given to the Chinese Government, the
income will definitely be increased and factories will
come up, by which there will be more employment. As
far as I know, a large portion of the loans given by the
Chinese Government will also be reduced.

When you take the issue of the tyre factory, what has
been happening so far is that we have been exporting raw
rubber at a low price and importing tyres and almost all
other rubber items. So, by constructing that factory, I am
sure we will be able to use raw rubber to produce our own
tyres for vehicles and in addition produce all rubber
products. It is the same with the car factory. We will be
increasing employment opportunities by constructing that
car factory. By doing all these, not only will we increase
exports, but we will reduce the imports also. Then, the
problem of unemployment can also be solved. Sir, we
may be in the Government or in the Opposition, but we
must think of the country.

Last month, Members of the Government - both UNP
and SLFP - and the Joint Opposition, we all went to
China. What did we do there? From morning till evening,
we were taken to places where they had projects.
Wherever we went, there were projects which were
planned for ten to fifteen years. On those plans, they have
been continuing the projects by which the country is
reaching its goals. Likewise, we too have to take a
decision and go forward.

Sir, I come from the Puttalam District where we have
coconut. Earlier, we spoke only of tea, rubber and
coconut as export products. Today, coconut industry has
been completely wiped out. I am not blaming anybody.
But the reason is, during the last 10 to 15 years, coconut
lands were given to big companies like Chilaw
Plantations Limited, Kurunegala Plantations Limited and
the JEDB. They neglected coconut plantations and now
they have gone to the extent of cutting down coconut
trees instead of replanting. I am bringing this out to say
that 50 per cent of the coconut lands are barren, therefore
the production has gone down. As a result, 50 per cent of
the oil mills are closed today; 25 per cent of the
desiccated coconut factories are not functioning. Sir, BCC
had one of the biggest mills in our country, but today it is
closed. The reason is, we do not have sufficient raw
material.

Sir, I must thank the Hon. Navin Dissanayake,
Minister of Plantation Industries. He has taken the trouble
to replant. If this had been done 10 -15 years ago under
the earlier Government, I am sure, the coconut production
would have been doubled by now and almost all those oil
factories and desiccated coconut factories would have
been functioning today. I was also an oil and DC miller.
Because of politics I had to give up all that. I can
remember, our desiccated coconut was equivalent to what
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was exported from the Philippines. Since our coconut oil
had less fat content, we had a lot of exports those days.
All these things have gone down today and we have gone
to the extent of importing coconut oil and other oils to
fulfil our needs. Not only that, even employment
opportunities have gone down. So, these are the things
we have to think about.

I must also speak about my Leader, the Hon. Risad
Badhiutheen, Minister of Industry and Commerce. He is
trying his level best to reopen the mills and industries
which have been closed. Not only that, he has gone to
the extent of helping private people by providing
incentives and also giving them lands to start factories
and so on, so that we can not only export coconut, but can
also produce whatever we can in Sri Lanka to reduce the
imports.

O YRowN0e) I Fn®
(orenT Ll @ BemevedWSTHIGD 2 mitifleri Sjeuideir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, you have only one more minute.

O35 @608 508 Dwmo

(wrenTfl@ wapwl Heual)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Hon. Presiding Member, I remember that the Hon.
Prime Minister of Malaysia, Mahathir Mohamad, one
time during the crisis told the people, “Take just two or
three spoonfuls of sugar. I will produce the required
amount of sugar within two years.” People listened to
him and reduced the consumption of sugar. By the end of
the third year, he was able to produce sugar in the
country. Like that, we all must get together, leaving all
our political differences for the sake of the country.
Then, I am sure, in future whoever comes to power will
have a better country to govern.

Thank you very much.

@0 o200 O5IFneo

(orewTLLll@ SemevedWSTHRIGD 2 mirifleri SjeuTdeir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you very much.
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Whereupon THE HON. JM. ANANDA KUMARASIRI left the
Chair, and THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.

B DOIBNWGWDHD O
(oressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

208 BHed Be gow 2.

o0 CHEOs BBaEE ©wmo

(oressryfl@ svgagiosit HiflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, today we are not going ahead with Item Nos. 2
and 3 - Orders under Strategic Development Project Act.

80 emme®O Soi¢w w I &
Bzt oflaunsd 5Be06 S5 LILIL L ).
The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS (CONTROL) ACT :
REGULATIONS
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(oressryll@ svgagiosit SliflsTsvev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Development
Strategies and International Trade, I move,

"That the Regulations made by the Minister of Development
Strategies and International Trade under Section 20 read with
Subsection 3 of Section 4 and Section 14 of the Imports and Exports
(Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 as amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985
and No. 28 of 1987, published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
1999/47 of 30th December 2016, which were presented on
27.01.2017 be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
MUJIBUR RAHUMAN took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 7.15 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 22nd February, 2017.
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