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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.

B8 eFar308w 88w 5Id®
Fsortitlésliul L ughSTBiser
PAPERS PRESENTED
OO e WDOEIBEH Ouvm  (2:88edxin

BRI W BZIOIS Do 25w Goedt) vWved
5B 88D H@)

(orewsryllg — SHwhs HHEWTTHVES -  LTTTEHLOGTD
wmfremwiy  wHmib  Gleugser 2aTL_& G EWLOFF(HLD
TFETHISS S Aullest WgHHEHTeLTFTEnLD)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of

Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief
Government Whip)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS
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(The Hon. Vadivel Suresh)

Sir, I present the Report of the Committee on
Education and Human Resources Development on
“Orders under Section 27(1) of the Universities Act. No.
16 of 1978” and “Order under Section 25A of the
Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978” which were referred to
the said Committee.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, I present the Report of the Committee on Public
Finance on “Note on the Supplementary Allocations
given from the Budgetaryv Support Services and
Contingent Liabilities provisions made under the
Department of National Budget as per the Introduction
Note of the Annual Estimates”, “Resolution of
Commission to investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption for Revision of limits of Bribery Raids
Advance Account - 2016 (Subject No. 01002),
“Resolution under the Customs Ordinance”, “Order
under the Excise Ordinance”. “Notification under the
Excise Ordinance” and “Regulations under the Import and
Exports (Control) Act ” referred to the said Committee.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena - Deputy Minister of

Sustainable Development and Wildlife)
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(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Sir, I present a petition from Mr. K. Vadivelunathan of
Gnanavairavar Kovil Veethy, near Thundivairavar Kovil,
Urumpirai East, Urumpirai.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister

of National Policies and Economic Affairs)
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Yes. Definitely, we have to reduce that. We will
discuss this at the next Meeting of the Committee on
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy:
(a)  Will he state-

(M)

whether tenders are called in procuring
transformers required for the Ceylon
Electricity Board;

(b)

©

(d)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

890

if so, the institutions that submitted tenders
during the last five years, separately in
respect of each year;

separately, the value of tenders submitted
by the said institutions; and

of them, the institutions selected, separately
in respect of each year?

Will he inform this House-

W)
(ii)
(iif)

the institution that supplies transformers to
Ceylon Electricity Board at present;

the owner/owners and/or the Board of
Directors of the said institution; and

the positions they hold in the Ceylon
Electricity Board?

Will he also inform this House-

)
(ii)

the date on which tenders will be called
again for procuring transformers; and

the measures to be taken to minimize the
inconveniences that would be faced by
other tenderers?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Megapolis
Development:

@)Cp, sTeir?

and Western

(a)  Ishe aware that-

(M)

(i)

it has been planned to do sanitary fillings in
an area of 80 acres in Wanathawilluwa,
Aruwakkalu area by using the railway line
to transport the garbage collected in places
like Bloemendal and Meethotamulla;

it has been planned in that project to
construct a garbage exchange centre in
Meethotamulla, Kolonnawa, to improve the

(b)

©

(iif)
(iv)

896

railway tracks and the

equipment;

the Budget for 2015 allocated Rs.14,000
million for this project; and

to purchase

the approval of the Cabinet was obtained
for the procurement of the first two stages
of the project at the end of 2014?

Will he inform this House-

)
(if)

the current progress of that project; and

if that project has been stopped, the reasons
for that?

If not, why?
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asked the
Highways :
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the number of faculties functioning in the
University of Ruhuna at present;

Minister of Higher Education and

(i) the number of departments functioning in
it;

(iii) the permanent academic staff that should be
there in each department and faculty,
separately;

(iv) whether there are vacancies in permanent
academic staff; and

(v) if so, the number of vacancies prevalent in
each faculty and department, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation,
Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether housing loans were granted to
public officers who were resettled in
Welioya area in Sapumaltenna;

(ii) if so, as to why arrangements were not
made to grant housing loans to 13 persons
engaged in military service out of the above
mentioned officers; and
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(iii)  whether steps will be taken to grant housing
loans to those 13 persons, too?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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EXTENSION OF PIPELINES AND OBTAINING NEW
CONNECTIONS: RAMBUKKANA DS DIVISION
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asked the
Supply :

Minister of City Planning and Water

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i)

(i)
(iif)
(iv)

the number of requests received by the
National Water Supply and Drainage Board
for extension of pipelines and for obtaining
new connections in the Rambukkana
Divisional Secretary’s Division;

the number of extension of pipelines and
new connections provided so far;

whether he admits that the number stated in
(i1) above is not sufficient; and

the measures to be taken in relation to
requests made for the extension of
Walgama Junction to Dombemada Road
water extension, Katupitiya Road water
extension, Narambedda Road water

(b)

912

extension, Parape Road water extension and
Muwapitiya  Halagiriya Road  water
extension in the Rambukkana Divisional
Secretary’s division?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)
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(The Hon. S.C. Mutukumarana on behalf of the Hon. T.
Ranjith De Zoysa)
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(@) @srCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture :
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1)  whether a ceremony called “Farmers’ Day”
was held on 08" October 2016 to mark
Farmers’ Week;

(i)  if so, the venue of the said ceremony;

(iii) the objective of conducting such a
ceremony; and

(iv) the benefits to the farmer community from
it?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether an alms giving for mothers (Kiri
Ammawarunge Danaya) was held for
Farmers’ Day;

(ii)  the number of mothers who took part in the
alms giving;

(iii) whether public funds were spent on
Farmers’ Week and the alms giving; and

(iv)  if so, the total amount of public funds spent
for this purpose?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon.Wasantha Aluwihare - State Minister of
Agriculture)

BT DOILNBHROB, 8B ES 2@ 0RO ©

STHTLIEHS LD > 00 yAd»BO BT wwInm* Do,

(i)  <yGwesflsir, oybs ewauLIeud BLSSLILIL L G)L 1D
WrelS6TLIEN HULD; * wwedusn On a2 c¢ 8E90:

. . L. . L * FLITLTL_GBI60 sweudsLIL L aflswr

(i) Gupuiy eweuueud BLSSLILL L 6T CBHTdHELD * Answer tabled:
wrESesTLIEN SW|LD;

(iv) @6t epevib  BTLIGEDIETar  HLOSSBTTTG6T () i) "&s Dt 0B wBw" ece 2016 Afendas 08 &
3‘53)1;'[555 l@',s&rsu)ma;sh’ wmene ers&'rusu)l@u_‘l_b; &0 16 O %ﬁ) q%faa D@e0nS BOFOD idw.

Sjeui @)FFewusE plealiimyr? (i) 2o owodtmo.



915

(ii)

(i)

2017 esa0928 08

2016 @gowden ®s 16 8 o8 ¢@ms e
AuBe® & ony @ a-» 16/58 078) wo 2016
gendedn 24 8 Boens gm0 8 Dus Heodys D188yge
BB w@sTRewsy @wo®» WS @B ORIV
e®EdS (8 eddiwn ©w® »S8sY, 2016/2017 ©w»
DG @00 BBOO HOO®, BNSHHO P BB
wewo 8 Oxdn "l wBew" 8
3@s0o0n DB5Y D06 @n VO g OHREH
Boens =0 BIO.

000 BBEY whws VFenddl @ 08 - 16 & ¢ufos
2 01080 SO and, DBHEO g@iserws,
28BS 0cbnedsind, ©mddn  wD5dn
©¢bned®sind, ©grs BHE® g@imse®  ©o
2000 wlerw @B BeE® gwnsm OB
Boost®m w0y CA a8 w08  Owowsad/
O ®ewOWsT Huwos@m B HBO BB ©8xT yBCw
@008 B5)00 DB CHIEY W @MD VOE NVETNEOB)
& e Besg® R0 WO WO C&.

& amD 009 whe ne svn wewsl O@wOWsT
Bood©m BBO v ¢dees 8¢ mdn 2.

BER0 ©®0 2000 BEYBe® D180

8ER0 ©®®20 370 Bedped &c8n B3RO Bwds
o7 Cid®.

©0dn Do cFe 5 B889De® D1@wdwvm

0¥ whs nEd v etddr WL 5590 ne
3080 0dn ©® 559 BEJDLO wOwn mox 2.
80 00080 gerrRs B88E® cvdn KOS B5HDO
wewo adas Nedd, P B8O, I8 0DE® @0
§8m» mOun 8¢ o 2.

DB 0010 ©dns YOED BBe® D 1@0wIHD W
Des Bes 5B @0 ZOBB BBe® D@wIWs

- Bue® 0mdEn e dWsEG BnE IBD
020090 S B8 BBV mOgn BBE.

- DB owewnld BEswm OudwiemBzs’ 50
@B B3Cw €W Ymdws BIO.

- ddendab 07 @ 14 2mesy8 2 Sumgs o
oEDOT FWIB PIDDEEE DB  ©BewId
D1dewemBsY 400 tyen BBO.

- enddb 10 O 5 2B eedn v B8Eae
@885 0 @sE ©O085Y @18 WBIHIDT
GOt BBO.

- o eodEmO O B O» =88 B
©000 B BHOedewsy ©® 0D
3200w BBO.

©®8 ®ozImn 8B 8BS

- @d BEsacm GBm D1@edws wderw ©@ed
wosImo 84 25,000 889800 Buds enn arm.

- 99 @08 Dot ©w8B ambst w88 14,500 wewo
08 ©r BOBEOEE Ewird wuim
8oy 3®.

- I emd w88 mnemBsl Becemnm BB
©®80e @t BBEG @D W(EDs O BBe®
DRV SO0 08y APTed mBwwides
88ac o BT©.

- 2025750 ©®8 98B O1OLGD EDES.

- @008 TN B 0@ 559 B8HJDe® w@00wm
D@ OO,

- 5Im0 e®D wdimed ©wi@Emdsy B85 g®
9O BOB WO wdmusied BeduEdE evdn
88900 00 eBw ne 8¢ »on 2.

() (0]
(i)
(iif)
(iv)

916

- 000 emB mtmn ©wd8 B898e® ©6@00wm
ceec 20161013 o» S» odom® OB
Beoenmed sOon 2.

8 w0 gBedm g0 eTH BB D@ WD

B o 8384, B 93w, G, abmnE, G- @€ eTOOE
B 9B w0 S Bdesoeme e 500
©Ew O D1 Bwomdm® BB BB 50
Dedem Be@Iwsy B0 wesldr 20
»O@n WO 8.

28058 98O 8w EBOO ©wde.
* 85053 RS @O BBE.

- 88O g@isenw O85Y yosT DA OB Do
BBe® udmdn OB BEedew Buor®m »SB. dw
080D WS O Be® ¢ifbhsd, cvdLm e
osEO AC yeldawBsl yor mRC@IE
(eamen owd §0 O18) enddievsy 8 ewnd edmny
oadon Do BBOO mOYn BBE.

- D00 EBIWOD VO WEHos gonHD PO Do
BB @3 moEedm A ¥ cBecs GO,

230 D8®a8® yRes-edmSenc BOO

- 8® 00D wBNMBHO BB IC yodaws e 883
©8i D8@a8® / 886 By BEO wews ©6md
080 - @88 ied wvwIBFOewsy ®O®
D180 657® DO Fwo©m BBO.

- 2016 obwed yBwiesm wded @2mc @) gdwsy
D8E@as¥m Sy @BBwO e503@.

- olem D@ oW WS eENAB Bug O 0O
RBe.

a8 0D svE® wBde® DWW

- ©5® emBus e BLLE AC Yolawme ©u
00®sE ©lw ®O w»Ed WO® C; ©BeWIo
Abedaws? @sEdmes ne ydams B3O w &
88ae D5 o BBO.

- 50 8 emI0nc; BBIBeD LI SO
B3O - o3I ®

- 0 WO POnEm B s€eD  @eysi®
DEDDIDO R wEWHI ©DIDHT 897 YT ® Sor BBe®
@cban @uEts 08 208m yoh @cdy Be.
(531CeDend Ged emBug, ©eETIGD Sed
3 e0IDog, Bmmed Heod@n BmER vleldves o
300825 ©DweFYB, BOEB died emiBug)

- 850 BEOE 20 @R ECE Soan BB -
DOBoD, B8 CeDeN.

- owg eEsS wE Doan BBO - eBEEITIHID,
OBwovsres.

- GAP wodm seno gecd m3 o BB -
@53emIGD.

- BER0L cwes D emRBEEE dDan BRI -
oo aIcIGH

®D.
252. (e¢8w w20ed @¢m&B)
®0D.

68wsE 60,051,440.28 (68wE vwuBw cuve sued Onf
coed ©oBe vHEVE v B8 ¢O8)

() @ce evned.

B0 OIBNBHD S

(omedrLyfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B8e»d, 50 Bewdw 23(2) wdew y@dmwe oo dFEE
@dDmsic Onmo.



917 208Ee@xInd 918

esed®Bm0 n® 8e®xT g1y ydme
SHevt] MlailgsHev cpsv allerT
QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE

DOBEYOE smrymded gdrsmo
STigLIL,eusV Slrmi wéseflsir Ggbemeudssir
NEEDS OF KARADIPPOOVAL COMMUNITY

OG IR edDmsI Swmo

(oreryfl@ Lsereiy Cpeurarhgm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

GlEemreu FUTHTWST — jeuisGer,
o fremwliy, yesrieurpey, WearguyCummd wHmid @b
FLOW HVIUVHET HeWDFFT ClEHeTTeu 1g.6TID. FeuTLOBTSH6sT

Fewn&FFTeneVssiT

SautseflLid  GCasstall GCsls wHss5DE  BHoTH
In M HSTEM6IT.

HBHBHTenTOENe  WwTeul LGS0, UL IgeTIpd @YD
UrGss  sewuullest  sTeemsLs  FlyTwmbisefled  spesTmTEsT

&riglieusy SrrwsHley eudlsg eu@md swmi 55 @@ s
senend CFihd WEHHET, HLBSHEHT) YFTSTTNT @nLpBleweD
sryenrors 199194 oyer_eraied o miSHHg @)L DO LW
ST, WSBID (1PLy6Yd @) ubd LIeTarT oA TrinGsled ojeuidssir
6@y Guplujerersraed mi@ sudfliugHCsHm g liLenL
UFSIHET LDMID EUTIPUTSTT UFSHEIGTENID & TTESTLOTSHG

srwiser  Quflgid  UTSlESLUL HETaTSTHOLD  jeuTaHer
Qg flalsalsTmevi.
SLHEDTPsL  woHmib  QFhissd  gwrfliy  CGumrsirp

QaTYHDMIHDHWETS SHBIKETSH GUTILPEUTSTTLIOTHS 6l TeTly
mbsd @OEEHEHSGS SHEUTE  SLHEDTL  Gup
Q& meiTeugley LIVGouM) HeWL H6T BTETLILI(BHUSTH6YLD OlFBIg%H6D
swrfldifley FRUL HsD@&Tw  wedr suerd  yliL@GSluiled
DML CUITWSTETSTHYLD BT  HTTESILONS  j6UT 6T
Qumrmerrary Flullsd urflu @)eTeaTevsEndE@ 2 Ll HsiTer
Srsayld CefNweaumengl. ssiLer, e yUlalmsSll
uenflgafled Smiseng HTmwd L STOWTEHL L MHSHeTE5
SUUL () euheusTHeY LD Hjeuiser O flalldhslsrmenri.

TF FTIUDD BlMIUSTHIGST @)ILIGS  10d5 S5 6l% T
Blrbsr  afHSMETU|D  DVFVIn L BISENETWD S eDLDSHId
QaTRSsITaTSTHOD  SHBISTG SITwsHSDGTw  LrCss
Feouuflesr  Blieursn  swrir 10 eu@gL  srevwrs  HUDS
UFGHSID  IbsH QBT iihgI
ypdseaniliiysg 2 Lu®Bdssiul () eumeusrsayd  Gosib
Ijsuiasst OGsfallsdlearmeri. 9 bs euswsullsd LTWHSH6T,

Sriiferi Arrwib

o srefdlser, GClousitard &TeVEUTIISGST, BIG6TET  (Lp(HEHEST
Garailey yerrenwliy), allsmerwm’ () enLSTETL LeTTenLoLiL
LoMmILD
6TOTLIT @)ouiH6rd] CHEMEUBETTS (Lp6iTem e LILI (D 6dTM 6vT.

sLPEmTflewsy  CuhOHTeToUSHEHTET  euFSsH6ir

&rigligeusy &lyrw  wasefler o L eargd Coemeusenst
BleTBIsaT®), WeTafleniy HjigliLenL_uilsd jeubhedpLI LTS5
QxilugnH G BL g EensEewer sTES (LpLguLor?

Cupuig ererg Cassraildasrar USeweoud sT(hbSLILIL &
FnlqW BLUGSWE CgTLiurer eallerdssemsud Clsearyey
ILFFT eutsefl_Blmbg sTiuTisslGmesr. BeiTml.

B0 OIBNBHD S

(oredrLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the House, do you want time to reply?

o6 eBEes ABadc vwm
(omeiTLyfl@ svgagLost liflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Yes, Sir. I will reply tomorrow.

OO DOIBNWBSDR O

(omressTL0l@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTsH6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Douglas Devananda, he will reply tomorrow.
Hon. Leader of the House, I think now you have to reply
another Question raised under Standing Order 23 (2).

©6 BER ABade vm

(omevsrLLll@ svFagLoeiT &lifleTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Yes, I have to reply the Question raised by the Hon.
Anura Dissanayake on 25th January, 2017.

B0 OIBNBHD S
(omedryLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay. You may reply now.
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NON-RECRUITMENT OF STIPULATED NUMBER
OF STUDENTS TO UNIVERSITIES: STATEMENT

BY MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND
HIGHWAYS
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Women and Child Affairs for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Buddhasasana for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Buddhasasana for report.
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you can expand on that.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. You have
eight minutes. Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri to the Chair?

@01 (9D8w) w8 ¢ 8D Pwm (Bedm MOEH
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(sorplg)  anies 5
QeusflBTL L gieusvaser Lrd ojenwdei)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva - Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs)

I propose that the Hon. J.JM. Ananda Kumarasiri do
now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, today we are taking up some
Items proposed by the Hon Minister of Finance. Among
them is the Land (Restrictions on Alienation)
(Amendment) Bill which is being brought, particularly, to
give some concessions to the foreigners who are investing
in property development projects in the country. As a
matter of fact, we have observed that during the past few
years, particularly after the conclusion of the war, there
had been an immense interest in the property

* getmamced md gy,
* prefleneViISSle) ewaudsLILIL Blairsns).
* Placed in the Library.

development sector and this has now gained a momentum
resulting in many high-rises coming up in all the
metropolitan areas in the country, particularly, in
Colombo. We also had to review our existing
concessionary arrangements under the Board of
Investment Law in order to promote more investments in
this sector.

However, I would like to point out one issue,
particularly, relating to the apartment complexes which
are coming up all over the country. As the Minister in
charge of water supply and drainage, I would say that the
pressure on public utilities is also increasing day by day -
that on sewerage as well as on water supply. We have
now forecast what is happening and are preparing
ourselves to be in a proper prepared state to see that these
new developments will not suffer as a result of public
utilities that may not be able to cope up with the speed in
which these constructions are coming up.

While saying that, it is also important for us, as a
Government, to consider the policy that has been stated
by the Hon. Minister in his Budget Speech - to give more
emphasis on middle-class housing. As a matter of fact,
most of these apartment complexes are for upper middle-
class and above. The range of prices of these flats are
beyond the reach of the common man. Therefore, what is
important for us is to look at proper incentive schemes to
promote middle-class housing. Towards that end, in the
last Budget Speech, the Hon. Minister of Finance did
announce a few concessions for middle-class housing.
What is important for various entities like the UDA, the
NHDA is to make available sufficient land for investors
to put up these middle-class housing complexes. We see
some of these complexes are being undertaken by a few
major construction companies in the outskirts of Colombo
like Athurugiriya, Malabe, Maharagama and Homagama.
What is important is to make available sufficient State
land possessed by those institutions to investors in order
to increase the number of middle-class apartment
complexes, because that is finally going to result in easing
of congestion in our roads. Most of the people are
travelling from various parts of the Western Province and
if they are able to shift towards Colombo and settle in
these high-rises, that will result in the reduction of traffic
congestion in our city as well.

Having said that, may I take a few minutes of your
time, Hon. Presiding Member, to talk about another
subject relating to transitional justice, issues relating to
land matters in the Northern and the Eastern Provinces.
The Hon. Member from Tamil National Alliance a while
ago dealt with a similar subject relating to occupied lands
by Government Forces in the Northern Province which
are still not released. As a matter of fact, the Kepapulavu
people are still on a hunger strike trying to get some of
their lands released from the custody of the Forces.
Having said that, it is also relevant for us to look at the
need to concentrate on transitional justice issues which
are affecting the livelihood of the people, particularly
those of the farmers. Now, if you take the Eastern
Province, there are a variety of cases in different areas
where people who had gone and cultivated lands without
any hindrance during the war, have been deprived from
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access to their lands after the war. Particularly, having
introduced Gazette notifications, some of those lands
which they had been traditionally cultivating under LDO
permits have now been denied to them and this has
caused a serious impact in the livelihood of the people.

Now, I would like to bring the issue of the Radella
West, Palliadi Watta Farmers’ Organization where about
63 to 75 families who are living and carrying out paddy
cultivation in about 151 acres of highland and lowland
areas. In this particular area in Radella West in the
Lahugala DS Division, they have been cultivating these
lands from 1978. They have been paying the necessary
acreage tax to the Agrarian Services Department. These,
unfortunately, have now been gazetted under the
Kumbukkan Forest Reserve on the 1% of March in 2009.
But, when the Divisional Secretaries intervened and
complaints were made they had intermittently been
allowed to cultivate. The Forest Department itself
permitted cultivation of these lands up to about 2014.
Thereafter, this has now been suspended. This is
also a transitional justice issue which needs to be settled.
These are people who have continuously enjoyed their
rights to these lands from 1978 onwards and during the
intervening-

@G emen 8w CYWOIEE dwmn
(oressrLll@ G5 ameSw ribLdsGlausvev)
(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)
Are there records?

@G 6 S HBRO dwmo

(wredrLiflg eyt amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

The records are there. Now, what has happened is the
Forest Department has declared it as a conserved forest.

That was in 2009. -[Interruption.] That does. Then, the

Forest Officers are not allowing them to access those
lands. I must point out another issue. Under the Forest
Ordinance, if an area is gazetted as a conserved forest,
within one month they need to come and get
Parliamentary approval. If Parliamentary approval is not
there, that Gazette lapses. This issue, however much you
bring it to the notice of the Government Agent and the
Forest Officers - 1 had a chat with the Conservator
General of the Forest Department a few days ago and
invited him to come to these areas and look at these lands
himself. It will be very evident to him - to the naked eye -
you can see that these are all sprawling areas of paddy-
fields. Absolutely, there are no forests in any of those

areas. If the Conservator General comes - [Interruption.]

We did. We have had several rounds of discussions with
the GA of Ampara, Divisional Secretary of Pottuvil, with
the Lahugala Divisional Secretary and the Divisional
Secretary of Thirukkovil. Similar problems are there in
the Wattamadu area. So, these matters have been brought
to the notice of the Government through this House as
well as through other officials and the Conservator
General of Forests. I hope the Conservator General will
undertake a visit to these areas, see for himself the true
situation on the ground and restore this right for these

poor farmers who are suffering without livelihood
because of deprivation relating to this gazetting by the
Forest Department.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Ameer Ali Shihabdeen.
You have seven minutes.
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His Excellency the President decided to wvisit
Mullaitivu on the 25" of January, 2016. But, due to bad
weather, he did not visit Mullaitivu. In front of 4,000
people, he asked us to conduct the meeting. Both the
Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan, Member of Parliament
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for Jaffna and I were present at the meeting. We promised
to the people that 243 acres of land would be released
according to the instructions by the Presidential
Secretariat. But today, the Secretary to the Ministry of
Defence has announced that he is not going to release
that. Therefore, my question is, how is it possible? It is an
order given by the highest office, by His Excellency the
President. But, the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence is
not obeying the order.
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Hon. Member, please wind up. You have almost taken
the seven minutes allotted to you.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Mohamed Navavi.
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(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity and I
am very happy to take part in this Debate on a very
important Bill. If our country is to go forward, we have to
relax rules and regulations, so that the foreigners can
come and help us. Yesterday also I spoke on this matter. I
agree one hundred per cent with the Hon. Minister on this
legislation.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe]
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Considered in Committee.

[MR. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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CLAUSE 1.- (Short title and date of operation.)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe - Minister of Justice
and Minister of Buddhasasana)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 1, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

2 O DosIBw6.- (2014 gom 38 ¢o» w530 S¢
DoxsiBwe grnes B3O.)
aurgsid 2.- (2014910 oy evrig et 38910 )60 5,
FL L gFlev S stestenid LiMlemeu 2 1 L&dFIH6V.)
CLAUSE 2.- (Insertion of section 5A in Act, No. 38 of 2014.)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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LANDS OCCUPIED BY SECURITY FORCES IN KEPPAPULAVU

[6.25 p.m.]
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Presiding Member, 1 have given notice of the
following Motion to be moved at the time of
Adjournment.

I move,

"Whereas several thousand acres of land belonging to the Tamil
People of the Northern Province were forcibly occupied by the
military forces when the armed conflict came to an end in May
2009.

And since then people who were displaced could not be
resettled in their original places due to their lands being illegally and
unlawfully occupied by the security forces;

Several agitations were undertaken to have those land returned
to the original inhabitants.

At the Presidential Election held on 08th January 2015, the joint
opposition candidate Maithripala Sirisena promised to give back all
the private lands back to the people for their resettlement and the
Tamil people of the North and the East overwhelmingly voted for
him enabling him to win and become the President of Sri Lanka.

In the two years of this new Government some lands were
released to the original owners for their re-occupation, but most of
the lands occupied by the security forces are yet to be released.

In 2012, the then Government closed the illegal internment
camp in Manik Farm, and in order to do that, moved the last
occupants who belonged to the village of "Keppapulavu" in the
Mullaitivu District out to a place called "Seenimoddai". Their
village was and continues to be occupied by the security forces.

1004

The people of Keppapulavu have been promised time and again
that their lands could be released, but for years this promise has
been breached. They have now started an agitation and have
occupied the streets with their families for over a week and have
caused to remain there until their lands are returned to them.

I move that the Government takes immediate and urgent steps
to return the occupied lands in Keppapulavu to the original
inhabitants."

Hon. Presiding Member, this is a very serious
situation, because today is the ninth day that several
families have occupied the ways, the roads and the streets
with their children and have remained there. This has
come about because at the end of January, His Excellency
the President was to visit Mullaitivu -
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Whereupon THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA left the

Chair, and DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE
HON. SELAVM ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair

S Bewdess 0% 8winBn®)

(wrenryfl@ G whsseallsr LNrdlg sallsrert ojeuiaesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please continue.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I was saying
that the grave situation in Keppapulavu has been
occasioned because towards the end of last month, His
Excellency was to visit the Mullaitivu District and release
a certain extent of land, not all of it. There is more than
1,000 acres that are under occupation. He was to release
243 acres. Unfortunately, His Excellency could not go to
that event on that day. Our Party was asked to stand in
and declare those lands to be released. His Excellency's
Coordinating Secretary was present and handed over a
document to the District Secretary in Mullaitivu, stating
that identified land, 243 acres in extent, was being
released for people's resettlement.

About 4,000 people turned up hopeful of being able to
go to their original places. But, after the event, it was
revealed that only 145 acres have been released, and of
that too, 50 acres does not belong to that area, which
belongs to a private person who lives somewhere else.
So, in effect, only 95 acres have actually been released.
The District Secretary feigns ignorance. But, there was
an official promise given that 243 acres would be
released. So, the balance - close to 150 acres - has not
been released even though there was an express promise
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given to the people through His Excellency’s
Coordinating Secretary and the people who came have
refused to go back to their temporary shelters.

The climatic conditions are very bad in Mullaitivu at
the moment. It is extremely cold at nights. Very young
children and families are occupying the streets. People are
saying, “We will not return.” Many have publicly
intimated that they will rather take their lives than go
back to these temporary shelters. The Government seems
to be oblivious to this. The Government reacts fast when a
private bus owners’ association goes on strike. Within 24
hours, there is action taken. When somebody else goes on
strike, immediately, the Government gives in. But, here,
our people, people who have lived on these lands and
whose ancestors have lived on these lands for over 100
years - originally, it was in 1910 that the grants or
licences were given - are unable to get back. Even after
the promise was given, the President’s express promise is
being breached by the Security Forces. The Secretary to
the Ministry of Defence says, “They will not release those
lands.”, and the people are legitimately agitating that the
President would keep his promise.

Close to ten days, this has gone on and the
Government does not seem to be mindful that this is
happening in a part of the country. I wish to ask whether
this apathy that is being shown by the Government
towards these people is because of their ethnicity and the
place where they live. This is an area about which we
spoke many times in this House and I have with me the
Hansard of 8" August, 2013, when the Hon.
Rajavarothiam Sampanthan, the Leader of the Opposition
moved an Adjournment Motion. I refer to Column 330 of
the Hansard of that day and I quote:

“I will, Sir, give the particulars in regard to these matters. The 59th
Division of the army has built a large military facility in
Keppapulavu in the Mullaitivu District. The families belonging to
Keppapulavu were forced to relocate to Seenimottai, a barren area in
South Eastern Keppapulavu as a temporary measure upon leaving
Manik Farm in September 2012.”

So, you see, Sir, this is a matter that has been agitated
by us since September, 2012.

The Government was in an indecent hurry to close
Manik Farm. Manik Farm, itself was an illegal internment
camp. There was so much international pressure and UN
Human Rights Council Sessions were in the offing in
October, 2012 and in order to say that there are no more
camps, hurriedly the then Government closed Manik
Farm. The Minister of Justice in that Government is here
today and might remember these events. The present
Minister of Justice is also here, but seems preoccupied
with something else and is running around the House,
listening.

These people were therefore not allowed to go to their
village. They were dumped in this place called
"Seenimoddai" as I have mentioned in my Adjournment
Motion of today and as we have mentioned time and

again in this House through several Adjournment
Motions. I have personally visited that place in 2012. It
was a jungle. I have photographs of that place. I have
photographs  of military intelligence  personnel
photographing us while we went and interacted with
those people. I have plenty of photographs directly
videoing and photographing my face in that jungle area
called "Seenimoddai". They were told that it is
temporary. You closed Manik Farm. We knew why it
was closed; because UNHRC Sessions were coming up
within a month. Just to announce to the world that there
are no more camps, these people were dumped in the
forest. They were told it is a temporary measure.

A temporary measure in September, 2012 has now
extended up to 2017 and what is worse, as I have
mentioned in the Adjournment Motion is, that a promise
was given to give back private lands to the original
owners by His Excellency the President when he was the
common opposition candidate. It was given in writing. I
was there when it was written and the phrase was agreed
upon. The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka was there.
He wrote the promise that was to be given to the people
by his own hand before the President went to Batticaloa
for a campaign meeting and it was carried by hand by
Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga. We were part of the campaign.
This was a written promise given to the people. And two
years after that, the President fixes a date, fails to turn up,
but announces to the people that these lands are being
released. After that event, they find the lands have not
been released or rather the military is saying, “No, we
will not release it”.

This is a very serious issue and as we have been
notified, people are not leaving the place. They have
vowed not to leave the place. I do not blame them. We
fully support their agitation that is going on today. If
necessary, we will ourselves go and join them. How can
it be that five years after they were told that this is just
temporary and two years after the incumbent President
gave a written promise when he was the common
candidate and at an event when he actually announced
identifying the lands, that it is still not given to them?

It probably happens only in this country and probably
happens only in this “Yahapalanaya”. I am ashamed to
even pronounce that word, "Yahapalanaya" for this
Government. If it treats its citizens like this, if it treats its
Tamil citizens like this, it would not dare treat its Sinhala
citizens like this. As I said, if there is a private bus
owners’ strike, you react within 24 hours. But this does
not seem to impinge on you the least. You are seated
here but, many of the Ministers do not even know that
this agitation is going on. I wonder whether the Minister
of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation, Resettlement knows.
He probably knows; but it does not seem to have moved
even him. Why do you treat your citizens like this?

I wish the Government gives an appropriate answer
today.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene - State Minister of

Defence)

The Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon. M.A.
Sumanthiran in Parliament today is about a land which is
now under the Air Force Camp in Mullaitivu.

On the 31" of January, a group of people had come
and started an agitation in front of the guardroom of the
Air Force Camp. However, once this issue came up, we
spoke with the Air Force authorities and what they said
was, they actually did not know that they were occupying
private land and that land was given to them by the Forest
Department. They had spoken with the Divisional
Secretariat and the Forest Department had given them the
clearance and the permit to establish the Air Force Camp
in that area. That was just after the war.

The reason why they established this camp there, Hon.
Sumanthiran, was that the LTTE airstrip was situated in
that place. The importance of national security is the
reason why the Air Force had gone and established the
camp there. They have refurbished that airstrip and now
we are using that, not only for the transport of military
personnel but also for civilian transport as well.

With this issue that has come up, the Air Force
authorities have spoken to the officials of the Divisional
Secretariat to know what they have to say about this.
Then, the officials of the Divisional Secretariat had come
back and said that in 2005, some of the families have
been given permits to come and settle in that area, and
there is also the issue whether those permits have been
renewed or not. However, when we spoke with the Air

Force authorities, they said that if the original inhabitants
of that area could come forward, they would speak with
them, come to an amicable solution and give some land
for them to come and resettle in that area. So, it is not
something that we cannot discuss and sort out. Definitely,
we can go to that area, speak with the people and see if
we can come up with a solution to their problem.

©0 0.8, 30T BSET Swm
(LomevrL L)@ 6TLD.67. SrLoB i)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Hon. Minister, may 1?

®O 61057 B8weDEND Dwmn
(LomessTLyLl@ (HoussT eilgwieuigenr)
(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene )
Please.

@G 90.8. 1@ BSY Owmo

(LomessTLLO)@ 6TLD.6T. Frlofb)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

If that is a possibility, what do you suggest as a means
of these negotiations? As I pointed out, in 2012 itself, the
people were told that they would be allowed to go back.
We have raised it every year by way of Adjournment
Motions. Earlier, I read out from an Adjournment Motion
in 2013. So, it is not as though that the Defence
authorities did not know; it not as though that this has
suddenly been discovered to be a forest land. From 1910,
permits have been given. It is true that during the armed-
conflict permits were not extended; people could not do
that. But in 2005, as you yourself say, permits have been
given. Sometimes, annual permits are not extended. But,
that does not mean that people have not lived in that area.
So, be that as it may, now that you say this is not a matter
which cannot be resolved amicably, can we know what
modality you suggest for somebody on behalf of the
people and the authorities to sit down and talk about it?
We need to tell them something; some process that the
Government agrees now as a means of resolving this
issue.

®C 61053 BBwdDED Dwmo

(orenrLil@g meusst aflggweigerr)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene )

Absolutely, Hon. Sumanthiran. I will speak with the
Air Force Commander as well as the Army Commander
and ask them to send representatives of the military to
discuss this issue. Then, maybe, at the Divisional
Secretariat, we can speak with the people and come up
with a solution for their problems. I can set that up or if
there is a better way, you can suggest that as well. There
is no problem in that.

S Bendess 0% 8winBn®)

(wrenryfl@ G whsseallsr LNrdlg sallsrert ojauiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Sumanthiran, premer 11.00 wemflé@ Srewrriosy
Gurreeuiseflstt @@ buBisemeruyd 12.00 wenflé@Ll LgdH @y
Wiy, Gasliuriiyeve waseflst Ulrdlplglast HAsvewrub
FhHSILLSDE Uraioi Sjeuissr time shdmeSmmi.
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©0; 98.8. 305IBST Owmo

(LomevsTLLON@, 6TLD.6T. Frlobd)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Yes. Has the Hon. Prime Minister agreed to meet
some people from Keppapulavu after meeting the families
of the disappeared?

®C 61957 BeswdDEDD oo
(orevTLLi@ HeustT aflggweigerr)
(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene )
We are meeting them tomorrow.

©0; 98.8. 305385 Owmo
(LomevsTLLON@, 6TLD.6T. Frlobd)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

That is, tomorrow at 11.00 o’clock.

®C 61957 B8wdDEDD v
(orevwTLi@ HeustT aflggweigerr)
(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene )
Yes.

©0 98.8. 305385 Owmo

(LomevsTL LA, 6TLD.6T. Frlobd)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

But, I am told that the Hon. Prime Minister has agreed
to meet these people also just after meeting the families of
the disappeared. Anyway, if some representatives come,
then we can start the process. But, otherwise, would the
Hon. Minister -

©O Bewdss 02 B8wrsBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseaflssr LUrdld sallareri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
OIEUTSHET BTE6ITd 5 6U(HS DT 6.

@0 98.8. 3053 BSY Owmo
(LorevsTL LG 6TLD.6T. FriDBETesT)
(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)
S|liuguwr?

I am told that some representatives are coming. So,
just after our meeting with the families of the
disappeared, if that arrangement has been made, can we
do the first meeting and then decide on the process that is
to follow with the Divisional Secretariat and our
Members of Parliament from the Vanni District? Three of
them are here today. They also can represent them and be
involved in the process.

®G; 6107 B8 DEDD Dwmo

(wrevsTLLl@ Heustt aflggweuigeor)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene )

Absolutely. We can definitely discuss this tomorrow
and see how we can proceed and go forward.

®OG; Bowndess 2907 80IsBn®)

(wreryflg @wssallsr Nrds sallsreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you.

©6 (e0dexs) v, 8De®fwsy wm
(renTyl@ (weusslw HevTrls]) £. AeuGorsssr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

Hon. State Minister, -

6 Bends w0 8®inBn®)

(orenrfl@ @ whseallsr Lrds sallereri ojeuiasesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan, Briser Guamiser!

@6 (eedexs) v, 8De®Jwsy dvm

(oressTLil@ (weudgln seTBls)) 6. AeuGorsesr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

The release of these lands has already been promised
by the President. On the 25" of January, there was a
meeting arranged with a large number of people; about
4,000 people came for that. Due to bad weather, the
President could not attend. That is why he returned by
helicopter. Then, another Parliamentarian and I
conducted the meeting and promised the people on behalf
of President about the release of lands. The President
agreed to release 243 acres. But, only 95 acres have been
released. So, the balance should be identified and
released by the military. That is the issue. Please consider
this issue favourably, because that has been a Presidential
order. Consider this matter properly before deciding on it.
If it was stated as 200 or 300 acres, we can say that the
President made a vague promise. But here, the President
has promised to release 243 acres, which were
specifically marked. Before taking that decision,
somebody had marked the land. That is why there has
been a lot of suspicion about the military and these
people have also been agitating against them. So, as the
State Minister of Defence, please look into the matter and
take a decision favourable for the people. Do not give
reasons such as land permits have to be renewed annually
and so on because, during the last 30 years of war,
nobody have been able to renew the permits of those
lands in the Vanni District. That is the history.

OO 61057 BB8wdDEND Dwmn

(LomessryLl@ (Houest ailgwieuigenr)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene )

Hon. Member, the 243 acres are to be released by the
Army. That comes under the Army. I think the Army
holds about 600 acres of private land in that area. Out of
that, they are now releasing 243 acres and are planning to
release 30 acres more soon after. There is a process and
they are going through that. I think this particular incident
happened in front of the Air Force Camp. As you know,
we give priority to national security. Similarly, this
Government has given priority to help the people who
have been displaced and who do not have houses. That is
a promise the President, the Hon. Prime Minister and the
Government have made. We can definitely come to some
kind of an arrangement and come up with a solution for
that. I think, tomorrow, we can discuss it and see how the
process can be taken forward.

©0 (eedexs) v, 8DedIwsy ®vme

(oreryil@ (weuggln HevrBls)) £. AeuGorsesr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

Hon. Minister, if you are prepared to release the lands
in Keppapulavu region, we are very thankful to you. I
discussed this matter directly with the officers of the Air
Force Headquarters there. Actually, they have only a
small problem. One road leads straight to the landing
area. So, other than that road, they are agreeable to
release the other land. About 20 acres of private land is
also there.
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B Bewndss 0% 80IsB®)

(orenryfl@ Gwssallsr Nrdg saillFreri euider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Qaarreu AeuGrser HeuisGer, 7.00 wenfld@d FewLsmwW
P& SleMmeudids Cugens
P19 5&15C\F TeiTeTey LD,

Couswrigul MG  ewaHuwITeD,

Hon. Minister, would you like to reply?

®C 61057 BB8wDEDD Dwmn

(LomessTy L@ (HoussT aileweuigenr)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene )

I think we can discuss all that tomorrow, Hon.
Member. These are issues that can be discussed and come
up with some kind of a solution. I was not aware of that
issue about that road . I am sure we can look into it.

©0 O FOSew
(orevsTLl@ 2 mitifleri sp(meu)
(An Hon. Member)
We will discuss it tomorrow.

G E®eszd 8, et e8®®2» Ses.
aflsorir (B LILIL (B) 6TDmYS CIBTTaTLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

8088082790 SO emmc®d ¢. wi. 7.040, 2016 @52 08
O E» wwr w8 ¢pnd, 2017 0s80D:8 & 09 O»
YuesesDsyer g. wo. 10.30 O onz w0 Soddes.

oty . 1. 7.04 weflsg urrrepwsipn, ysearsg 2016
wrig 089y slsglu Fiwrersgsgsbslarss, 2017 eluimpeur! 09,
alwmpsalpsow ap. 1. 10.30 weflsusnr pbalewaudssii L g).

Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 7.04 p.m. until 10.30 a. m.
on Thursday, 09th February, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 08th March, 2016
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