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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA
SUMATHIPALA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, 1 present a petition from
Mr. R. H. A. M. J. P.  Karunarathna of No. 185/B,
Kiribathkumbura.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of

Parliament)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Hon. Minister
of Law and Order and Southern Development, I ask for
two weeks' time to answer this Question.
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a) Will he inform this House -

(i) the temples in the Districts of Batticaloa and
Trincomalee in the Eastern Province that
belong to the Department of Archaeology;
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(ii) the number of temples in those districts
which are registered with the Department
of Buddhist Affairs;

(iii) whether steps have been taken to protect
these temples from treasure hunters and
organized criminals;

(iv)  if so, what those steps are;

(v)  whether there are reports of those temples
being harmed by the above-mentioned
persons from the years 2012 to 2014; and

(vi) if so, the measures, taken against them?
(b)  Will he state-

(i)  whether steps have been taken to develop
these temples;
(ii) if so, what those steps are?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he state -

(i) whether a survey is being conducted at
present by the Department of Agrarian
Development with the participation of
Agricultural Research Production
Assistants;

(i) whether the relevant survey is being
conducted throughout the Island; and
(iif)  if so, the objective of the said survey?
(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of officers participating in the
survey;

(if) the period of time to be taken for the said
survey;

(iii) whether the Ministry of Agriculture has
allocated money for this survey; and

(iv) if so, the amount so allocated?
(¢) ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and
Management:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) a large number of public servants lost their
jobs prior to 1980 owing to the official
language policy;

(i) Public Administration Circular No.37/91
dated 23.08.1991 was issued to grant relief
to them;

(iii) many could not receive the expected relief
due to the conflict situation that prevailed in
the country at the time; and

(iv) there are hundreds of people who had not
received any relief?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether -

(i) the above circular will be issued in a more
flexible manner; and

(if) action will be taken to grant relief to the
affected public servants or members of their
families?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame - Deputy Minister of

Public Administration and Management)
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Can I raise a Supplementary Question, please?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

In the second round, it is difficult to allow
Supplementary Questions.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, allow the Hon. Member to
raise her Question.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you can raise your Question since the
Hon. Leader of House is willing to accommodate your
Question.
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The reply will be given later.
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Okay. Thank you
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Question of Privilege by the Hon. (Dr.)
Jayampathy Wickramaratne.
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Considered further in Committee.- [Progress: 06th December]
[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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“We refer to the discussion we had with you yesterday in the
presence of Hon. Minister and the Hon. Deputy Minister. As agreed
at the said discussion I am annexing herewith a proposal regarding
Broad Basing the Ownership of LTL Holdings (Pvt.) Ltd through an
Initial Public Offer.”
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It states, I quote:

"It was explained that the LTL Holdings (Pvt) Ltd has requested the
approval to restructure their ownership structure and to dilute the
CEB's stake in LTL in order to have better operational flexibility
and thereby to maximize its profits. After discussion the CCEM
approval was granted to proceed."
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That is a body that gives recommendations.
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The next speaker is, Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah. You
have three minutes.

[11.34 am.]
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(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

Qaerreu gallFreri ojeuisGer, @)bhs ewddsH CGTLTLTS
BreT Fsb Cuaagsng almbualdme. errs, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank the Hon. Minister of
Power and Renewable Energy and also the Deputy
Minister. ~ You visited Jaffna two months back and
announced about the free supply of_electricity to the
re-settlers. After the war, they are now in settlements. The
Government has taken steps to supply electricity at a
%owte}f %)rlce to the farmers. Thank you very much again

or that.
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Now, I take this opportunity to express my
condolences on behalf of the ITAK and the TNA on the
passing away of Mr. Adaikalam Amirthanathan of
Vidathaltheevu, Mannar and father of the Hon. Selvam
Adaikkalanathan, the Deputy Chairman of Committees.
The cremation will take place today. We join to condole
with the family of late Mr. Amirthanathan.

Mr. Adaikalam Amirthanathan was an ayurvedic
medical practitioner. He was a very good supporter of our
Party, the ITAK and the TNA. He also supported his son,
the Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan, the Leader of the
Tamil Eelam Liberation Organization. He involved
himself in the agitations and political activities of the
Tamil cause and supported the liberation struggle of the
Tamil people for a political resolution.

Thank you very much.

B B9 BHO)

(oredrLfl@ sallFreri Hjsuiger)

(The Hon. Chairman)

I also would like to join you to condole with the
family of the Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan on the
demise of their father.

The next speaker is, the Hon. Deputy Minister Ajith
P. Perera.
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the Chair.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Minister, you have to conclude in a minute.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. M.S. Thowfeek. You
have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have only a few seconds to
conclude.
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(The Hon. M.S. Thowfeek)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. M.S. Thowfeek)

Give me one more minute, please.

Hon. Chairman, I discussed this matter with the
Defence Secretary two months ago. I think he is a very
active person. So, he will take necessary action to
expedite this matter.

I thank you.
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(The Hon. Chairman)
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We will never support to merge the North-East. We
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Thank you very much. We will have you on record. It
is a great thing. We know that you are not going to
support to it. We are very happy about it. Please, accept
my appreciations on that. I appreciate that. We know that
you all will not support it. Thank you so much. That is
fine. Let us see. Why should we rush through this?
Normally Constitutions are made taking two or three
years’ time. But here you are rushing for it. You are now
fixing dates for the Committee, which leads to a serious
doubt. -[Interruption.] Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, I have a
very little time. So, you can speak during your time.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama - Minister of

Development Strategies and International Trade)

Hon. Presiding Member, the Ministry of Development
Strategies and International Trade was established to
implement new global economic strategy for Sri Lanka,
which requires a decisive shift from inward-oriented
economic policies to outward-oriented economic policies,
moving away from trade protectionism and interference
in FDI Regulations that prevailed in the country for a
long time.

The non-favourable domestic business climate and
ineffective regulations prevailing in the country
discouraged foreign investors and traders to effectively
contribute to the growth of the country, providing more
space to gain peace dividends as anticipated. Sir,
although the country's unemployment problem was
highly comparative, there was a significant level of
underemployment and youth unemployment. Around 60
per cent of the labour force is accounted for informal
sector workers and our Government had to fulfil the
obligation to provide them with sustainable and
productive jobs with higher wages.

Hon. Presiding Member, a clear mandate was given to
our Government to address fundamental and structural
issues through a concerted and focused approach,
implementing crucial reforms that would result in a better
life for the majority of our people.

The Government is framing outward-looking trade
and investment policies which aim to revitalize Sri
Lanka's export competitiveness and integrate the country
more closely with the region and the rest of the world.
We are also in the process of implementing a series of
reforms to uplift the country's trade and investment
performance. The Government has taken a number of
positive measures to improve investor confidence,
strengthen the business environment and improve the
ease of doing business index and make Sri Lanka an
attractive destination for FDI. Of course, the year 2016
has been a transforming year for Sri Lanka due to an
array of reasons and the challenges faced by the country
due to the global economic situation.

In the midst of these, attracting the right investments
and investment facilitation is challenging. The much-
needed structural changes had to be made to fast-track
investment. The BOI approval process is being re-
structured to make sure to grant approval within 14 days
through the establishment of an Investment Single-
window Committee and to facilitate obtaining various
approvals and an Investment Approval Facilitation
Committee has been established. All the unresolved
issues will be addressed speedily through the Cabinet
Economic Committee on Economic Management.
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We have also not forgotten the North. It is our
intention to up-skill the workers in the North; to provide
vocational training for the young people in the North; to
set up an economic zone to produce apparels and IT-
enabled services and improve tourism as well. That will
also be undertaken in 2017.
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Then, I would like to bring to the notice of the House
an interesting book that has been published by
Shivshankar Menon, the former Foreign Secretary of
India. - [Interruption.] Please, listen. It reveals enough
about the LTTE and their activities. On one occasion, at
the tail end, he says, the Tamil leaders in India, all of
them, wanted the Sri Lankan Government to defeat the
LTTE. So, this was the consensus of even the Indian
leaders and the Indian political parties. He also says how
India fully supported the Sri Lankan Army and other
forces to defeat the LTTE, because it was an impossible
force led by Prabhakaran. I do not want to read the name
that he uses here to describe Prabhakaran.

GRowonGied ©0; O5IEnOB, @ed Seden @ @Bn®
ERDDEO B8 ged © OED DG dRD ewddrndmO
e 9ed 0® Bwoe? 9uIewidn ¢ Bwuws e® Beddcd
©OD 9BIlwd wewlvw HIerl WOEOE BOoe
DOTHO N8B YVIWID 90 WSBI® BwB. O @m0
e0@B&8. In page 143 of his book titled "Choices", Mr.
Menon writes, I quote:

“....by 2009 the murder of Rajiv Gandhi had made a more realistic
Indian policy possible. While other states had the luxury of urging
diplomacy and first principles of good conduct, in this case, India
did not.”

°®m OB wmne. euIewied former Foreign Secretary
Buy ©® omenst ged ded &6 Dn@Idn ¥ dD, 86
B©sIBm 08 ©EDO, BS B®isidn QOB ¥WEEOD
@®90DG ¢ Bedm. 153 ge®0d6 ¢BOBIHO 53 EIH
3lORBT O e@mOD B WOBIBYE? EBDED B8wT -
[@a0 B3@2F] Please, let me speak. You have time to speak,
so, speak during your time. Even my time has been robbed
today. So, please allow me to speak. - [/nterruption.] Yes.
53 088 mr mOsIesy.
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O 980 e OWmo
(oranrflE Fefou Coardlris)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO R0 OBIE®s

(LomevsTL L0 @ HEMVDLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTIT Bj6uTdH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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o0 Cos’d @@mdidm 05IEn® ewmd ydmwen.
»DO BGdRD emnede an 9uEEed? N B dRD

208Ee@xInd

3326
W @wIErND! e®n® gwmS YRS WOBIenT.

@0 Lestd endidm ®wm

(oreryflg HBevreag @ swrouige)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
openly appealed to the American voters not to vote for
Trump. This is the so-called "independent, impartial High
Commissioner for Human Rights". He is partial. It is very
clear that he is partial because he wanted to participate in
the American Presidential Election. A UN officer is not
supposed to open his mouth. That is the UN policy. This
is the officer who advocated, promoted and made all the
statements against our armed forces. This is the reality.
Our armed forces can be protected only by disengaging
ourselves from this betrayal that has happened in Geneva.
We, the Opposition, will canvass continuously to
condemned the betrayal that happened in Geneva. We
will canvass against it, as I stated. With all the facts in
this book - I hope they read it.

w00 ©0 OTEROA, ©® §O aBednmnd OMP Bill
O o BT O BE. 28Eed®xsined OMP Bill &=
©8@8n meg BB BedIBOB. EEedrined vwd OFOC 53
»Oed gemdE B 80, OMP Bill o» «d®n ®meo.
OB Gl O vy ewYyPuns wd®On WO 8 DO
208Be®5ned 8Hdd BewdvwdE Beadm Do,

This is what Stephen J. Rapp, former US Ambassador
on War Crimes says on the OMP Bill. I quote "Daily
FT" of 23rd November, 2016:

"Rapp hailed a decision by the Sri Lankan Government to remove a
'firewall' of information initially contained in the draft legislation of
the Office of Missing Persons that would have prevented
information gathered during the search for the disappeared being
used for prosecutions in the future.

'Removing that blockade was important because it is from truth-
seeking that justice processes begin. The clamour for criminal
justice springs from a truth-seeking process. It's important for Sri
lanka to move from truth-seeking to delivering justice." Ambassador
Rapp told DailyFT"

What he says is that all the evidence that will be given
before OMP can be used internationally. - [Interruption.]

Yes, that could be used internationally. This is the danger
that we have got caught in by forcing the Bill without the
consent of the Members of Parliament. I would like to
make an appeal to the Hon. President to make the
changes in the OMP Bill, so that our security forces
would be protected. In addition, I would also like to make
an open appeal to the President. You have the right to
pardon all our officers who were involved and who were
serving in the war. Please pardon all our officers who
were serving in the war. That has been done by all the
Heads of States all over the world. We hope that His
Excellency the President Maithripala Sirisena also will
pardon all, starting from the soldier right up. Some
soldiers have lost their lives; some have been disabled.
So these soldiers should be protected.
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Now, I come to another point before I conclude. The
website of “Sri Lanka Guardian” of 19" November, 2016
states, I quote:

2

....... According to the paper, the State Department’s” total assets

equaled $ 93.8 billion ...”
It further states, I quote:

“Of this amount, $ 585 million was spent by the State Department
under the article ‘Democracy, human rights and governance’ - $ 70
million down on the 2015 figure.

The report didn’t specify the projects funded by the agency abroad,
but Secretary of State John Kerry wrote in the preface that “we have
supported important democratic gains in Sri Lanka, Nigeria, and
Burma.”

What have you all done with this fund? This is the
biggest question that has not been answered. Millions of
US Dollars were pumped into, perhaps, to topple the
Government of Mahinda Rajapaksa who defeated the
LTTE. This is the truth that has been placed before the
US Senate.

®G §RoesN0) OIEn®

(oreTLll@ SWVMWLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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A Commission has been appointed. = What has
happened to the Commission? The report has not been
published. The report has not been placed before
Parliament. Whom are you trying to mislead? The value
of property that was damaged in the army camp is still
unknown. I would like to ask the Government whether
you would place - as promised by the Hon. Prime
Minister - this report before Parliament, at least today.

& Bewo ged ed »HdEO guwis 0Om guicdsy, -
cned 9uim @wd ®wy (Meed PBIBY Gud W OB
a53¢8x53- ®OY WOBIBY O, BDwedd ed®mIeod eweny
@m0 5880 e®ed wenst eOmD:

"The most important thing for India is the maritime
lanes of Sri Lanka."
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That is why India is worried about our maritime lanes.
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[4.45p.m.]

®0 8. 860580 sT Dwmo

(LoTevdTL{LON @) FF. F[T6u6uOTLIGUGHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Hon. Presiding Member, first of all I must say that I
did not understand the reason why the Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena made such a speech. We all are asked to
go forward with positive thinking in order to bring the
country back to the normal situation. But, unfortunately,
the speeches made by the Hon. Udaya Gammanpila and
the Hon. Dinesh Gunawradena show that it will take
many more years to bring in reconciliation.

©6 880 eEdnBow dwm

(orenrLyfl@ Fefou Crasrdlbis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Hon. Member, he talks so only inside, not outside.

®3 8. 8605805 Dwmo

(LomevTL{LO) @) FF. FT6uEwITLIGUEHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

I never expected that he would come out with such a
remark.

Sir, the allocation made for the Ministry of Defence
shows no sign of acknowledgment of the end of the war
or intention for peace and reconciliation. The amount of
expenditure is not too far below that of the peak of the
war period and it does not convey the message of peace
and reconciliation as envisaged.

“Social inclusion” is the catchword this year and some
of the actions taken by the Ministry of Defence do not, in
any way, indicate that. The armed forces are engaged in
commercial activities such as, operating hotels, engaging
in construction work. Unilateral and forceful decisions to
take over strategic economic assets of the Provinces are
being justified as “in the interest of national security” and
vesting such assets with the armed forces is certainly not
“social inclusion.”

The Trincomalee District Development Programme,
“Siri Sara Pivisuma” initiated by His Excellency the
President involving the Tri Forces, Civil Defence Force
and other stakeholders directly deny participation of local
community in any economic or social activities in their
own areas.

Active measures taken to colonize the Northern and
the Eastern Provinces whilst a new Constitution is being
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drafted also do not speak well of any goodwill or any
sincere commitment for peace and reconciliation.

Now, I would like to read out an extract of a post in
the website, www.jdslanka.org by Indika Gamage on 23"
March, 2016.

“Military families are settled in newly constructed
villages in Tamil speaking areas in the North.

The State plans to establish a village named,
‘Sanhindiyawe Sathvirugama’ (Sathvirugama village of
reconciliation). The military and the Mahaweli Authority
are spearheading moves to change the demography of the
region. Already, over four thousand families from
outside have been settled in the North.

Ministry of Defence, on Wednesday unveiled plans to
hand over 51 houses built in Kokeliya village in the
Vavuniya District to military families on the 3™ of April.

Secretary Defence, Karunasena Hettiarachchi told
journalists in Colombo that the project ‘would help heal
the wounded hearts of Tamil populace to some extent.’

However, according to what the Sri Lanka Army
Sinhala website has stated, this village will be dedicated
to military families. It further states, "The new housing
project was initiated at the beginning of last year to
express gratitude towards war heroes and heroic families
of those killed in the war." The report reveals that the
families of soldiers belonging to twenty one regiments
and units will be benefited from the project.

Meanwhile, the State-owned Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation in its Sinhala website has also confirmed this
report, stating that the project cost will be covered by the
“Api Wenuwen Api” housing fund. According to its
official website, this Fund is in collaboration with the
Ministry of Defence and the Central Bank of Sri Lanka to
build 50,000 houses for the serving Tri Service personnel.

A Sri Lankan environment watchdog had earlier
released photographic evidence of the military and
Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka clearing 16,500 acres
of forest land in the North and East to establish
settlements.

In Vavunia alone, the Army, Civil Defence Force and
the Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka had cleared 5,000
acres of forest land, said the Environment Conservation
Trust -ECT- last November. Meanwhile, the Minister in
charge of resettlement says that 11,000 internally
displaced people in the North are yet to be resettled.

If you want to heal the hearts of the Tamil populace
you must stop teaching in our preschools and operating
our preschools. Preschool teachers’ salary has been fixed
as Rs. 3,000 by the Eastern Provincial Council and as Rs.
4,000 by the Northern Provincial Council. The security
forces are paying Rs. 30,000 to their preschool teachers in

208Ee@xInd
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Vanni area and they have nearly 550 preschool teachers
who wear uniforms specified by the army and fine Rs. 50
per day if they fail to wear them. Nowhere in the world
security services personnel conduct preschools; nowhere
in the world army cadres teach at preschools; nowhere in
the world preschool students and teachers are asked to
wear uniforms provided by the army.

This is certainly not a measure to carry out
reconciliation. Education is a fundamental human right
and it is essential for the exercise of all other human
rights to promote individual freedom and empowerment.
So, education is certainly not one for the military to carry
out on the war-affected minorities. The most disturbing
part is, the preschool students are asked to wear uniforms
provided by the army that has printed the letters “CSD”
prominently.

We, the Representatives of the people, are saying that
you are causing more harm than good. Please allow the
national plan for peace and reconciliation to function
properly, and not one that is carried out by the Ministry
of Defence.

There are so many new ways adopted for the so-called
army-initiated reconciliations carried out by indulging in
all forms of social lives of the war-affected people by
positioning themselves in the very core of the society as a
serving defence personnel. This is a way of social
dominance, with a well-developed plan, to marginalize
and disempower the minority, socially and ensure their
gracefulness are felt always.

When the peace, justice, equality, social inclusion and
reconciliation are supposed to be the dominant slogans of
the political leaders, the website of the Civil Military
Coordination in Jaffna outlines the following as their
services:

L. Reconstruction of houses for exodus Tamil
people.

2. Fostering programmes for orphan children and
displaced children.

3. Integration of cultural, religious and spiritual
activities.

4. Development of sports in Jaffna Peninsula by
organizing coaching camps, sport festivals with
the support of multinational organizations and
sports exchange programmes.

Educational assistance for children.
Strengthening Public Library - Jaffna.

Humanitarian
programme

demining/mine awareness

These are the sociocultural services provided on the
minority who have been devastated by the military war.
Then, it says, on economic sector too.

Mr. Presiding Member, I would like to know what
the Government policy is on all these? In the absence of a
clearly articulated policy of the Government, it is free for
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all. We find that explanations are given to various target
audience to suit the situation and there is no scrutiny for
any of the activities of the defence forces. If we are
serious about reconciliation, then we want to know what
the policies are, and if the elected representatives of the
people will have any say in such intrusions into our
social, cultural and economic lives of our people.

We are really committed to reconciliation. But,
unfortunately, a little while ago, I listened to the speech
made by the Hon. Udaya Gammanpila and I was
surprised. I think he is an educated person. While I was
listening to him, I felt that we should have at least 10
Gammanpilas. Then, the work will be easier for us. The
work will be easier for the international community to
understand their ideas and intentions as to how they are
going to treat the minority Tamil-speaking people. So, I
take this opportunity to appreciate what the Hon. Udaya
Gammanpila has said.

The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella is also here. He said
that the TNA is trying to achieve through paper what was
demanded by the LTTE. You can imagine that the LTTE
is an armed organization and they had some demands, and
now that subject is over. It is good that they repeatedly
speak about the LTTE and remind us. Sometimes, we
may forget. So, it is good and we need people like them.
They are helping us. How can you say a paper work
belongs to any undemocratic achievement? You can think
so, if it is with arms.

Sir, I have to bring to the notice of the House an
incident that took place in Batticaloa this morning. The
police are very friendly with Viharadhipathi Ampitiye
Sumanarathana Thero. So, they have gone and made a
false complaint before the courts. I think, they wanted to
make a complaint against our Parliamentarian, the Hon.
Seeniththamby Yoheswaran. The complaint made was
that they were going to stage some protest disturbing the
present peaceful situation there. But it is a false
complaint, because the Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran
was here. He had gone for a funeral and there were no
such incident. There were no such plans. Why should the
police get involved in making a false complaint like this?
I want the Hon. Minister of Law and Order to take notice
of this. The police should be impartial.

DO R0 BTG ®o

(oreryLfl@ SeweVLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please, wind up now.

@G 8. 83605805 Dwmo

(LoTEvsTL LON G, FF. FT61EusTLIGUEIT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Sir, please give me one more minute. Here, they are
talking of the police powers which is a subject under
devolution. But, what 1 understand is, they are not
worried about not devolving powers to the Northern
Province. They are worried about the other Provinces
because -

OO §RoeBNGe) O5IEn®

(oreTL Ll @ SWVMHWLSTHIGL © MILILNGTT Sj6uTHsiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

®0 8. 860580 sT Dwmo
(LoTevdTL{LON @) FF. F[T6u6uOTLIGUGHT)
(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)
Thank you.
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(The Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga - Minister of Ports and

Shipping)
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(omevstL0l@ SallFTeani ojeuidser)

(The Hon. Chairman)
Hon. Member, your time is over. You have to wind up
now.
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Ok.
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(oresrLyfl@ sallFreri Hjsuidseir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. Faiszer Musthapha. You
have five minutes.

[5.44 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial

Councils and Local Government)

Mr. Chairman, I am honoured to be given the
opportunity to speak a few words at the Committee Stage
Discussion on the Votes of the Ministry of Defence.

As you know, there is a very close nexus between the
subjects of defence and international relations. During the
previous regime, we distanced ourselves from the
international community and that resulted in many issues
internally and externally. His Excellency President
Maithripala Sirisena, consequent to assuming the office,
has externally and internally united Sri Lanka.
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With regard to disabled soldiers, certain quarters tried
to instigate demonstrations. The request, with regard to
benefits for disabled soldiers, was made in 2008. There
was a rule that unless you serve twelve years you cannot
get your pension and that you can get only 65 to 85 per
cent of your salary as pension. His Excellency President
Maithripala Sirisena has always looked into the welfare of
the soldiers because we are obliged to do justice by them.
Therefore, His Excellency the President has taken steps to
give 100 per cent of their salary as pension consequent to
reaching 55 years of age.

The ones who instigated this protest have forgotten
that the request was made in 2008. They are suffering
from amnesia. So, it is high time that we remind those
who suffer from amnesia that though they instigated this,
the request was made in 2008 and a Cabinet Paper was
put in 2014, but that Cabinet Paper also was not followed.
So, we have to thank His Excellency the President with
regard to the decision made -[Interruption.] No, it was -
[Interruption.] T did not disturb you. The soldiers were
not given their full pension after 55 years of age, until
President Maithripala Sirisena took a decision. And also,
they have to serve 12 years to get that pension. That
decision was changed for the welfare of the soldiers.
Some of you all thought it fit to instigate demonstration.
But, unfortunately you all forgot to realize that the request
was made in 2008 - [Interruption.] You are pointing a
finger at me - [Interruption.]

(oo TR I ARIZT S TON)

(omevstLOl@ SallFTeari ojeuidser)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Minister, you go ahead.

©G 088 Gedmozn Bwmo

(orenTLfl@ swLFT WeVSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Chairman, therefore, this Government, with
regard to the welfare of the soldiers - [Interruption.] Yes,
including me. We have rectified what you have not done
during the previous regime. So, we must be thankful to
His Excellency President Maithripala Sirisena for what
has been done for the soldiers of this country.

O B9IBBDOs

(oreryfl@ saflereri Hjsuiaser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Thank you very much. The next speaker is the Hon.
Dilum Amunugama. 35810 885n svm Bedno.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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Sir, please give me five more minutes.
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We have a lot of things to do.
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Please give me three minutes then.
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(The Hon. Chairman)
I can give you only one more minute.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 240,123,000, for Head 119,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 119, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure, Rs.
7,450,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 7,450,000, for Head 119,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
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Head 119, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 198,850,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 198,850,000, for Head 119,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 119, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 612,334,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 612,334,000, for Head 119,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 119, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 131,726,000, for Head 150,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 150, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure, Rs.
10,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 10,700,000, for Head 150,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 150, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 87,300,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 87,300,000, for Head 150,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 150, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 82,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 82,000,000, for Head 150,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 150, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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afleorm all(hdbs Ll B HmIsEETeTariiL’ L g).
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I L_susnenTulleit UGS @) hdhsds sl Lenerull_ Ui’ L_g;.

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 6,039,829,000, for Head 103,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 103, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 5,542,363,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 5,542,363,000, for Head 103,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 103, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 1,563,640,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,563,640,000, for Head 103,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 103, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 3,569,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,569,500,000, for Head 103,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 103, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 222.- SRI LANKA ARMY

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 146,161,530,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 146,161,530,000, for Head 222,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 222, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs.6,627,148,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs.6,627,148,000, for Head 222,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 222, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 223.- SRI LANKA NAVY

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 48,424,262,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 48,424,262,000 for Head 223,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 223, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure, Rs.
7,406,460,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 7,406,460,000, for Head 223,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 223, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 224.- SRI LANKA AIR FORCE

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 32,838,161,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. Rs. 32,838,161,000, for Head 224,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 224, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 8,597,885,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 8,597,885,000, for Head 224,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 224, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
HEAD 320. - DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL SECURITY

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 16,742,452,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 16,742,452,000, for Head 320,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
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Head 320, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure, Rs.
205,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 205,000,000, for Head 320,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 320, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 325.- DEPARTMENT OF SRI LANKA COAST GUARD

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure, Rs.
36,714,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 36,714,000, for Head 325,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 325, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure, Rs.
289,400,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 289,400,000, for Head 325,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 325, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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wewo 61.55,891,000 @ee cueEamned ames »e 9’
@B yame Bwm 85T wwo ®®m Sw.
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seneri 296.- @mé@ws wHYib gHYILS SenerTdsarid
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 227,833,000 for Head 195,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 195, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 79,600,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 79,600,000, for Head 195,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 195, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure
Rs. 318,936,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 318,936,000, for Head 195,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 195, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 261,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 261,000,000, for Head 195,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 195, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 296.- DEPARTMENT OF IMPORT AND EXPORT CONTROL

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 55,891,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 55,891,000, for Head 296,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 296, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 12,050,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 12,050,000, Head 296, Programme
01, Capital Expenditure be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Head 296, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

O OB WO EIBED Dvmo

(omrevsTyLll@ SWhHs S HESTTS VS S)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

"B0m %D yoBe Dibm mE ¥ «ie, Om dEd®
©cwo @dwd 0n YRt ¢ ©® ewddmo WIBDo.

G E®eszd 8, et e8®®2» Ses.
aflsorir A BIGHLILIL (B) TMHMYS CIBTOTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

& @a. 6.270 88007900 goBs O:8ms w0y Eses
85082929 @ Goewmewsy 9O Sa.
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20 defBe 2016
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BUIFTONI YT BT Y5 T T FTS 501601 Y DY S5O 560,

Gy ufiFvsmer ymlalssii L g, — oGl g (Baus/
2016 g 08, afwirypsaslpsor.

At 6.27 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.
Committee report Progress; to sit again on Thursday, 08th
December, 2016.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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SRI LANKA ELECTRICITY ACT: REGULATIONS
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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CONSTRUCTION OF NEW LEVEL CROSSING OPPOSITE
OMANTHA MAHA VIDYALAYA

[L0.u. 6.27]
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(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)
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OO DOIBNBSDB O

(omenTLfl@ FUTHTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! ©® gde&dede o ©d.00. gmsic
D@88 05T nEed HO §Eowme wewr ewldsn mOBIB.

O OB WO EIBED Dvmo

(orevsTyLll@ SWhHs S HESTTS VS S)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O DDNEHROB, "e® gDEdwed O eB.O0. gamnie
N8BT O5IEn® Feowmw on gne'"8 8 ewddsn
DO,

g 88z 8, ews e3®@z Ses.
aflsarr A BIGSLILIL (B) TMMYS CIBTTMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.
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YU BT HEWVDLD UBIS5 TN B6NT.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI took the Chair.

OO HRow0G) OBIE @

(omressTL 0@ HEDVMLGTHRIGD 2 MIILIETIT Sj6uiTdel)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please continue your speech.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan.
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Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 6.55 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Thursday, 08th December, 2016 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 16th November, 2016.
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