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AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT APPROPRIATION BILL, 2017 - [Ninth Allotted Day]:

Considered in Committee - [ Heads 126, 207, 209,
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227 (Internal Affairs, Wayamba Development and
Cultural Affairs)]

PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Infrastructure Facilities in Shanmugapuram, Vavuniya ADJOURNMENT MOTION:

Delay in Passage of National Audit Bill
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EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL
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Statement by Minister of Foreign Affairs
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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher Education
and Highways and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of
Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief
Government Whip)
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, I am pleased to present the Report of
the Committee on Public Finance on Assessment of the
Fiscal, Financial and Economic Assumptions of the
Budget 2017. The Report has been tabled, Sir. I wish to
say a few words with regard to this Report since this is
the first Report this Committee is presenting.

We were mandated by the Resolution to present this
Report within four days of the presentation of the Budget.
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Although the Committee worked without a Parliamentary
Budget Office this year, we are indebted to the service
rendered to us by a few individuals - Dr. (Mrs.) Anila
Dias Bandaranaike, Mrs. Rose Cooray, Mr. Themiya
Hurulle, Mr. Sarath Mayadunne and a team of economists
working through Verité Research headed by Dr. Nishan
de Mel - who gave their invaluable input and assistance
without any remuneration.

I have highlighted one or two matters in the
introduction. We were given a set of figures on the 2™ of
November, which later turned out to be not the basis on
which the Minister of Finance presented his Budget.
Thereafter, on the 12" of November, another set of
figures were given to us, and now we have based our
Report on that new set of figures that have been given to
us. We have recommended to the Government to
distribute the second set of figures that were given to us
on the 12™ of November to the Members, which is not
published as yet. We find that the Estimates in the Red
Books do not accord with the actual figures by which the
Ministry of Finance is working. Therefore, we have
recommended that those figures, which we have called
“figures of 12" of November, 2016” be circulated to all
Members of Parliament at least during the Committee
Stage Discussion.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera - State Minister of Labour

and Trade Unions Relations)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND ACCOUNTS: TRINCOMALEE
DISTRICT
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(@) @sCmev, sreir?

asked the Minister of Labour and Trade Unions

Relations:

(@)

Will he inform this House separately in relation to
years 2013, 2014 and 2015 -

(i) the number of registered Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) accounts; and

(b)

©
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(ii) the number of Employees’ Provident Fund
(EPF) accounts registered anew;

in the District of Trincomalee?

Will he also inform this House separately in
relation to years 2013, 2014 and 2015, the number
of Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) accounts
registered anew and by -

(i) State-owned companies;

(i) semi-Government institutions;
(iii)  the private sector;
(iv)  the industrial sector;

(v) the agricultural sector; and
(vi) the service sector?

If not, why?

©G 3853 8®SBS s

(wrenryflg refbdlr Fwelfr)

(The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera)
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ale121} Bwsde80 By eudom
g80@m ¢o8¢c (EPF)
B€R® 02500
2013 10,283
2014 10,763
2015 10,885
(i)
a1 28z Bwowded g eukdom
a80wdm ¢o§ed (EPF)
Bem® e002500
2013 4,007
2014 5,120
2015 4,558
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OF REGISTRAR GENERAL: NON-ABSORPTION TO SALARY
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)
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8Oy @08e8008 &5300FDSw Bbedr w6 Bedc;

(ili) Oew 28, gom 6/2006 Grss BBEs OPEEHWO
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(iv) @uiiirédlemestepng SrlushHE BLUGHDS
STHILILITTT 6TETLIENSU|LD 5
et @dFemud@ mlaliiumryr?
(=) @)TCmsv, eredr?
asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether a group of 350 officers of Grade III
and II and later another group of 180

officers have been recruited to the
Department of Registrar General in the year
2005 ;

(i) whether it has been recommended by the
former Registrar General that the 350
officers recruited in the year 2005 be
absorbed to the Salary Scale MN 05;

(iii)  if so, as to why they are not absorbed to the
Salary Scale MN 05 as per the Public
Administration Circular No. 6/2006; and

(iv) whether action will be taken to solve this
issue?

(b)  Ifnot, why?

®©6; 086 geddsI®» Owm
3@ ®0)
(oreryfle  ugdly HCLEUTHET - o 6TBHTL L IausvEsT
O|EHLOFFIT)
(The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana - Minister of Home Affairs)
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(The Hon. Chandima Gamage)
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable
Energy:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the progress of the project relating to the
using of nuclear power to generate
electricity;

(i)  whether Sri Lanka has the ability to observe
the functioning of the nuclear power plants,
which have been located in India close to
Sri Lanka; and

(iii) if the functioning of those power plants
cannot be observed, the reasons for that?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera - Deputy Minister of Power and

Renewable Energy)
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asked the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(if)

(i)
(iv)

v)

(vi)

as to when the actions would be fulfilled as
per the promise given by the government in
connection with the operation of electric
trains in Sri Lanka;

whether the plan of the project of running
electric trains has been completed;

if so, what the progress of that project is;

the amount of money expected to be
invested to make that project a success;

the methodology through which that
amount of money is expected to be raised;
and

the date the project is expected to be
completed?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs:

(a) Will he inform this House of the names of the
officials of the United States of America who
visited Sri Lanka during the period from 09th
January, 2015 to 31 st August, 2016 dates on
which they arrived and the reasons for their visits,
separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera - Minister of Foreign
Affairs)

Sir, I table* the Answer.

* wwreduws On »d» ¢ 8E0:

* FLrtfL_S8l60 eweudsLi L aflswr

* Answer tabled:

(a) Yes. Please see the Annex. I table** the Annex.

(b) Does not arise.
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6TEITLIENS 1| LD;

(iv) srewflevws QuDMECETaTL peflsst O
LHmID psHeu] Wrg) eTeTLIENSW|ID

(v) Gupy srellsE euypRISLLL Hdrer LT
QB Tewd: WIT] 6TETLIEHS LD,

(Vi)  euypmisLILL (DsTOr &% TewsilsgIsTiyesT ojerTey Wrgl
6TEITLIEN S ULD;

(vii) @eueurmy SrHsE o Mgsrer GumSlss
srenflsener  allhuemer  CFISH VUG
BEBSMBEHE UPBIGHD et Clasmrerensdwr
6TEITLIENS 1| LD;

Ut @) FFemuds @ plaliiuryr?

(@) @esrCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Lands:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is a land named "Bandara
Henyaya" belonging to the Land Reform
Commission in Balavinna East Grama
Niladhari  Division in  Godakawela
Divisional Seceretary’s Division;

(i) if so, the total extent of the aforesaid land,;
and

(i) whether the aforesaid land is a barren land
or is cultivated at present?
(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether a part of the aforesaid land has
been given by the Commission for the
construction of a filling station;

(if)  if so, whether the approval of the Minister

has been given for that;

(iif)  the basis on which such approval has been
given,;

(iv) the name and the address of the person who
has obtained the land;

(v) the amount at which the land was granted,

(vi) the extent of the plot of land that has been
granted; and

(vii)  whether it is the policy of the Government
to grant in this manner the valuable lands
that belong to the State?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@0 sy g@cn.-® Owm (BDidm @DEI® o
BEBB §08m MOgn gLdBR® @ QB
2@ &)

(oreryflg Cemesr HLIGIBIS - HHMILTSSIOD jLialBHsS)
wHmib  HPlegeu FOW Y IUVEHET HWIFF[HLD  &HTewvi]
S|EWLOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga - Minister of Tourism
Development and Christian Religious Affairs and Minister
of Lands)

Sir, I table* the Answer.

* senedusns On »d» ¢ 8E»0:
* FLTLT_ G360 sweudsLILIL L aflswL
* Answer tabled:
(a (1) Yes.
(i)  Twenty acres, 03 roods, 17 perches.

(i) It is a bare land at present. (It will be granted for
development purposes in future.)

() () No.
(i)  Notrelevant.
(iii)  Not relevant.
(iv)  Notrelevant.
(v)  Notrelevant.
(vi)  Notrelevant.
(vii)  Not relevant.

(c) Since requests have already been made to grant the allotments
of this land for various projects, further relevant measures will
be taken following due procedures.

OO DOIBNWBSDR O

(omressTL0l@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTsH6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

DICDB OBHEDE B, 50 B8n @DEIDE BedsTes.
Next, the Hon. Douglas Devananda to raise the Question
under Standing Order 23 (2).

esed®Em0 n® 8e®xT g1ey ydme
H6vf] HWlaildhsHev cpsv allerm
QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE

DB @O asIPHYO® yedned tdnE svym»®
QU e WIT, FERTLPSLTLD SlTTiogd D Ter g liLisnL
UFSHa 6T
INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIES IN SHANMUGAPURAM,
VAVUNIYA

@6 DB R e¢D I OWvwmo

(orenTLfl@ Ldereiv CHeuTarhgm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Qazerrey FuTHTWST euisGer, Blewevullwmn &1L ener
23/2 @eir £1p HAewpdsremevsst OFTEOLOLIL, LeTTeuTLD
whHYId  @bFILS RIS
IWFFT CBETT6U 13.6TID. FHEUTLOBTHET jeuismseflb &)bsHds
IWHSFSHEG  pergl  Czpiflalls

euefltiy, 1Ber@yGummib

Caerallemwis Gl &

HlesrGmedr.

L &Elw wHsh plevallw 19909 b e[ HTeVSL L B
Heflsy @), YPVVSH6e, HThICHF6TSHIWD, @)Tewent @)svils
wUGGeTd, Ysighde Curerm ugslsefledmhg LLGaum
B)L_Bi%EHsE @LbEuwibs  Blewevullsy @mudwirs
ybGsmiLib woHmid eurflsGLligui Warbseflsy sdls
arras  suBulmhs 83 GOHLUBISmeTE CFiThg  LbHET
sueyssflwr, QFlydb@erd HrCss QFwevreri Lilifleyd @l ul L
sBISSTGTD Hrmw Csewenwreri Lflallsyster FewrpssLrd
Srrwggley 20070

ul L eri. sMm&ETeds 6f OEH6T euPBISLILIL L TEYID ByiqlILIenL_

oer® ey Cupmid  Geinull

auFdlaser puewwwrs GunsrsrertiuLrg  BlamsouilGeGui
[OINILEE
@euiseng GOHOUSSDEG uTHuTSTISems GMHEIETsiTouSDH
&TH @ eJhasi LUTFOFIiIenESESHTRT Bl SHriiLB6IeTd:

156iT(g 19 GuHmid

QFwiu’ L e reTmid



431 2016 @220 @28 22 432

@ pliul’ L Bleweoullsd 2 euid SeTMWWD HHLTEHMDSHEHLD
QEBTeTL ST  BlevsFled &MV  7dhHT aTf5CL  spsubleur(m
GSODUSSDGL UPBISILL L FTHOYLD b LSBT nM)dsl6sT
M. eul_&dle) eremers LGHseaflsy afl_(Hd Sl L BigHer Lisv
aumislul L Ul @)bidseEns: @ @)gieusnrullsy sTeualls
of (0% SlI_LBisEHD euypiisliLL_ailvsnevowesTmb @) esrer
UTenG&6T  laseyld UTHLLenLBgisTer Bleweoulled Lewipds
sreBgells)  CuUrsGaurdgd  GFleuglsy
Grprwreflss, silillenflast CurssrtGmmi urflw ArwbiseEns s,

LD T 630T 6 T &5 61T,

2 6TOTTE UHEUSTHOLD FHSLOTEIT (& Lg b T16TTENLD &TTeRTLOTSLI
v ApFrsls uUTHIYESEHSE 2 6TemTdl  6u(heuBTaH6 LD
Sjeuirser Clgfallsslssrmenri.

@)bsEEnsE@® Brbsr of 0% L b whmib jigliLenL
agFglsemer  gPUBSIS CETHSES SHIGMF D&
BL UG &S THHGLT sTTUMSLI LDHYPIE Fnb@pigujiomr?

sHCurg wewpEETD Y ribLTAulHruseaTT  B)d
SyrwSSDETer 2 L Gl L oWl MFSBEHET 2 _L 6T WITS
Guh s rerarsdn 19w FTSSIGISET 2_sTemsrar?

Cueub, @)bwssEHdsE eupBISLILL (BeTer &mevflseflsd
allaugrwé Qsiiensuilenesr GCHOSHTETOT Wi WITFITeT Blensy
ufled @)ibdHengl UTPOITSTID &@HS eT(HGBLILIL ddniqw
LTHIH BL6UlG&BS6T GSTL LI Fnmpigujor?

Gumhuly, sterg GastallsEns@ Oserrey  OewwIFFi
IIEUTSHET LIFle) dn MIeuTOresr eT)iLmidaeTEmetr.

B0 DOIBNBDHR O

(LomevsTLLO@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTd6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©S ©8éh Swd® esedch #OBR®.

@0 8 swudP® euelch Bwm (BS®Ld wDE®

0 D580 @)

(rewryllg  sriflefll gueaildrw QuGrrm - eugdeurgTy

oielBgg) wHMID eueTEauTTAST HeHIDFFIT)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera - Minister of

Sustainable Development and Wildlife)

OO O® ¢0E o BLded CrES D8 HBled.
RIR® B3ed »yw. Tomorrow, I will reply to that. a¢
MO VeBRE® ded @D ©53.

O IR e msI Swmo

(orenryLfl@ Ldereiy GpeuTarhsT)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

B@)g1 er@yCupm HewwdFmebsTer CssralwmgL.
That was not referred to you. That was referred to the

Hon. Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation,
Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs.

@6 ®8E& Bed® evedd Owm
(omevsryLil@ smidlesh gaweaildrw QuGrym)
(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)
But, it was referred to me.

@6 DI R edDasI OHmo
(orenTyfl@ Ldemeiv GpeuTarhgT)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
But, it is wrong.

@0 8 5B evedd Owm

(oreryfl@ sriflesf] gweallsrw QuGryT)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

Okay, we will sort it out when I answer tomorrow.

Olessy rBed addsisBim, 8¢ ®n
3% oI} 30D ed Bw®es :
Sedn mOYD gPimsR&ied Ymnw

m&HW BTHSG6TT Hevall, 9 mlallwisy
LMHMILD HOTFTT eWLOLILIGIT & LT 6uTLD:
Ceuafl BTl L gVieusDs6T HewLFFTGT gnHMI
RESOLUTION BY UNITED NATIONS

EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL
ORGANIZATION: STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
O B @ B8OGES Bwm (Bedn MmOYD G imsn®)
(wreryflg  whiser  Fwrefy - GeuaflBTL L gieusvaseT
O|EHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera - Minister of Foreign

Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, this in response to the Question raised
by the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena on 28th October, under
Standing Order No. 23 (2).

Sir, Sri Lanka is a Member of the Executive Board of
UNESCO along with 57 other member countries. On
13th October, 2016, among the proposals placed before
the Executive Board was one that was introduced by
seven sponsors - Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco,
Oman, Qatar and Sudan. These proposals which deal with
the Al-Agsa Mosque/Al-Haram al-Sharif and its
surroundings, the Ascent to the Mughrabi Gate in Al-
Agsa Mosque/Al-Haram ash-Sharif and so on were
considered to contain contentious and controversial
elements, on which the 58 Members of the Executive
Board of UNESCO could not reach consensus.

We are very aware of the position taken by the State
of Palestine in this matter. However, there were concerns
pertaining to the nature of the language that was used,
including concerns that the sites were referred to only in
their Arabic names. These reasons meant that there were
divisions in the positions of the Members of the
Executive Board. As you are aware, Sir, even the
Director-General of UNESCO, Madam Irina Bokova
expressed concerns stating that, I quote, “Jerusalem is the
sacred city of the three monotheistic religions - Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. To deny, conceal or erase any of
the Jewish, Christian or Muslim traditions undermines the
integrity of the site...”

Sir, we in Sri Lanka, the Sri Lankan people, know
very well the destruction, the loss and the pain caused by
conflict. Just as much as we want to try to ensure that
such violence does not recur in our country, this is the
message that we want to give to the world. We yearn and
strive today to build a nation that respects all cultures, all
religions and all beliefs, not a nation that merely tolerates
diversity, but a nation that truly respects all cultures, all
regions, all beliefs and upholds everyone’s dignity.

Having seen the devastation of conflict, Sri Lanka
stands firmly for dialogue as the means for resolution of
conflict. Therefore, Sir, Sri Lanka’s position is that issues
pertaining to Palestine and Israel too, should be resolved
through dialogue. Resolutions of this nature that relate to
the preservation of cultural and religious heritage too,
therefore, should be framed and formulated in a manner
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that helps resolve problems and not in a manner that
could cause further stress and strain to the communities
concerned or to already complex issues through divisive
action and positioning.

Sir, as you know, UNESCO is an organization that
stands for peace and understanding in the world, an
organization which promotes understanding and respect
for each other’s cultures, traditions, religions and beliefs.
The Constitution of UNESCO states, “Since wars begin
in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the
defences of peace must be constructed.”

A Resolution of this nature, to us, did not seem to help
find a solution to the issues concerned. This is why Sri
Lanka decided to abstain on this particular vote. It must
be noted, Sir, that Sri Lanka did not vote against the
Resolution. There are allegations that Sri Lanka
succumbed to the pressures exerted by the United States
and Israel. That is absolutely incorrect. In fact, no country
has lobbied us to adopt the position that we did on this
particular issue in UNESCO. UNESCO stands for peace
and the promotion of peace, understanding and respect for
each other’s ways, cultures, traditions and religions.
Accordingly, Sir, Sri Lanka wants to see UNESCO being
used as a forum for the promotion of peace and
understanding and for approaching issues in a manner that
helps resolve them through peaceful means and not
through divisive means that can add to already complex
situations. Reaffirming our commitment to the principles
of UNESCO, we, in fact, received the Director-General of
UNESCO, Madam Irina Bokova in Sri Lanka this year.

The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena has also asked
whether our decision to abstain means that the
Government has abandoned or reversed Sri Lanka’s long-
standing policy of support for the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people or whether the Government has
abandoned or reversed Sri Lanka’s long-standing Non-
Aligned foreign policy.

First of all, let me assure this House that Sri Lanka has
not changed, reversed or abandoned this country’s long-
held position of support for Palestine.

Along with Sri Lanka, 13 other Non-Aligned
Movement Members in the Executive Board abstained on
the said Resolution. This includes India and Nepal in our
region. As this House is aware, India is a founding
member of the Non-Aligned Movement, and India is also
home to the third largest Muslim population in the world.
In fact, more members of the Executive Board of
UNESCO abstained than supporting this particular
Resolution.

This issue has nothing to do with NAM. Sri Lanka
remains a member of NAM and Sri Lanka has not
abandoned its Non-Aligned stance. In fact, I believe that a
strong policy of Non-Aligned Movement is to refrain
from action that would further aggravate already complex
issues, but to strive to resolve such issues in a manner that
is peaceful, and in a manner that would ensure a durable
solution.

Hon. Speaker, Sri Lanka stands firm in its support for
the Palestinian cause. Successive Governments of Sri

Lanka have maintained support for the just cause of
Palestine and solidarity with the Palestinian people for
their struggle. As this House is aware, the Palestinian
Declaration  of  Independence  proclaimed  the
establishment of the State of Palestine on the 15" of
November, 1988 and Sri Lanka, almost immediately after
that - three days later, on the 18" of November, 1988 -
recognized the State of Palestine

The cause of the Palestinian people and commitment
to the Palestinian cause has been a consistent and core
feature of Sri Lanka’s Foreign Policy, maintained by all
Governments since then. The National Unity Government
under the leadership of President Maithripala Sirisena and
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe upholds and
continues this policy.

The Embassy of the PLO was established in Sri Lanka
in 1975. In 1976, the Palestine-Sri Lanka Solidarity
Committee was founded. With formal recognition of the
State of Palestine in 1988, the Embassy was renamed the
Embassy of the State of Palestine on the 6™ of February
1989.

Mr. Yasser Arafat visited Sri Lanka during the tenure
of President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga and
he was honoured as a Head of State. President Mahmoud
Abbas visited Sri Lanka at the invitation of President
Mabhinda Rajapaksa in 2008 and once again in 2012, and
President Rajapaksa visited Palestine in January 2014.

In 2007, Sri Lanka established a Representative Office
in Ramallah and appointed a Resident Representative to
the State of Palestine and this Office continues to function
there even today.

A Sri Lankan Parliamentary delegation headed by the
Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine,
Hon. Rajitha Senaratne, visited Palestine from 10 - 13
October this year.

In fact, our friendship is as strong as ever. Just last
week on the sidelines of the Climate Change Conference
in Marrakech, Morocco, I had the honour of having
discussions with the Prime Minister of Palestine, Hon.
Rami Hamdallah and Palestine's Ambassador to the
United Nations in New York, Dr. Riyad Mansour. We
had the most cordial and friendly discussions. I can assure
you that the relations between Palestine and Sri Lanka is
as strong as ever.

Mr. Speaker, Sri Lanka has always supported
Palestine in multilateral fora through successive
Governments.

Sri Lanka has chaired the UN Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights
of the Palestinian People and other Arabs of the Occupied
Territories for over three decades since its inception in
1968. Sri Lanka has chaired this Committee without a
break, through successive Governments. In fact, when I
met Prime Minister Hamdallah he again thanked Sri
Lanka for our support by chairing this Committee. Sri
Lanka has thus been a significant voice in the UN
consistently on the violation of human rights in the
occupied territories.

In 2011, Sri Lanka in fact supported Palestine joining
UNESCO as a full-fledged member. In 2012, at the UN,
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Sri Lanka supported the Resolution granting Palestine non
-member Observer Status in the UN. Sri Lanka continues
to support full membership for Palestine in the UN.

In September 2015, Sri Lanka voted for the Palestine-
sponsored Resolution in the United Nations in support of
non-member Observer States being allowed to raise their
flags at the United Nations Headquarters, alongside the
flags of member States of the United Nations, thereby
supporting Palestine to raise its flag at the United Nations
Headquarters.

In fact, Gowoed Sxicws ¢80 »HOB gBwwed YOO
D000 sEEBmed Sfm ewiBe ¢ OWws HBed
gedumed ecg e¢stesy. & dr3ced 8 § Comd @Rew®
eBwd wwewsdow G c5Imn.

Every year, Sri Lanka supports approximately 15
Resolutions in the United Nations related to Palestine.
syBe ggoided Snow ¢8 dFws HBed wddimed
B8R dLddeDEE, uEEBm oEswd wwewlns Bg WOy
ewldzn BonE y@rome Bedmyds. & eowldsw @ wwinn*
WOBID @188, ©8Ee®sIned ¢ B3O wewo.

Additionally, this year, Sri Lanka also expressed
support for Palestine's membership in the World Trade
Organization - WTO - and INTERPOL.

Mr. Speaker, Sri Lanka's principled support for the
Palestinian cause remains, as you can see, steadfast and
unchanged. Sri Lanka has consistently called for a
negotiated solution resulting in a sovereign, independent,
viable and united State of Palestine, with East Jerusalem
as its capital, living within secure and recognized borders,
side by side, and at peace with Israel, as endorsed in the
Quartet roadmap and relevant UN Security Council
Resolutions.

The decision to abstain on this particular vote in the
UNESCO Executive Board is by no means a change of
Sri Lanka's position on Palestine. In fact, as stated earlier,
Sri Lanka wholeheartedly supported Palestine obtaining
membership in UNESCO and we have done so ever since.

As you are aware, Hon. Speaker, the former President
and current Member of Parliament of this House, Hon.
Mahinda Rajapaksa was the first Head of State of this
country to visit Israel. He visited Israel on 8th and 9th of
January 2014.

This did not mean that Sri Lanka abandoned its
position on Palestine. This Government too will not
abandon Sri Lanka’s support for Palestine and the
Palestinian people.

The visit to Israel undertaken by the former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa is considered as a high point in Sri
Lanka-Israel relations. President Rajapaksa’s visit
contributed to strengthening relations between Sri Lanka
and Israel too. The National Unity Government continues
to build on this relationship. As recognized by former
President Mahinda Rajapaksa as well, Israel is an
important country in the world, with advanced

* DO gdamed sg WIS g,
* o_swgullaaflpyslulled i’ Berengy.
* Produced at end of speech.

technological knowledge and expertise in areas that can
be helpful to the people of Sri Lanka and in our journey
towards economic progress. There are many areas of
cooperation such as agriculture, agricultural research,
solar energy, water management and horticulture that can
be explored. In fact there is ongoing defence cooperation
between the two countries, and over 6000 Sri Lankans are
currently working in Israel with more employment
opportunities in the future.

As this House is aware, the President of Israel just
concluded a very successful State visit to India, a country
that is home, as I said earlier, to the third largest Muslim
population in the world, from 14 to 21 November.

Maintaining good relations with Israel does not mean
in any way that Sri Lanka has abandoned Palestine or the
Palestinian cause. Sri Lanka cannot have enemies. Sri
Lanka cannot afford to quarrel with other countries. We
should position ourselves in this world as a nation that
stands for peace, reconciliation, democracy, human rights
and the preservation of a rules based international order.

It is very unfortunate that some sections with hidden
agendas try to use and manipulate issues of this nature to
drive wedges between people and communities in our
country. They try to arouse emotions and fear, misleading
and misguiding people, and thereby attempting to create
situations to militate against the Government.

Hon. Speaker, I urge my Colleagues in this House to
refrain from engaging in cheap theatrics when it concerns
Sri Lanka’s relations with the world. We are today
seeking peace and reconciliation, and we must embody
that spirit of peace, and that spirit of reconciliation, in
word and deed when dealing with the international
community as well. This is what we seek to do and we
will, at all times, act in the best interest of the people that
we represent.

B0 ®OINBHROB, adwiy Dnewsd O e®xm e®
CHmeS BOSID Qo). S50 0500w 6D @A
2@ WS, G5 WY LBMBBIHC %D gBnd Beds) e Bm
o) DOBIHO, WS¢ OO o@D
edaEm®rwsy ac¢ RO T DO, g
ROy Gmmdewrs ded e, dedvewsi® agfoly cwed
@m0 Bhded @m@® ew€sl e® O ne
wrddmews’ 80 e 9L ww BowE EBymD gmo
BBomnded vB8E @B WOIHON BOBID e OB,

s8Bwe @D a8 JIm . SedvewsI® e®) &g
edxfesy 00 Sosld Q@dby OEn®ied WeFthwe®
83» eslfodeuned wemFOewsl Bwcr 98 Bwmo.
888w YNOS 8EE® el Bedm 9O eEIm®
Brn® WO Beadmdr g8 cuwmn. SO Sxne »O L
S5y5000 @® 0 ng 80 eOmO g8Bws B Bwm
DSIDHD 8HYRG ¢TI ¢¢ 808 gdenn Beadmd. BE
Aemwed 83m 0OF due OEneed ¥IE
sBmenn GLEE® Beddd® 9m05®  mcemeddh
deedows @B BBOO crfen BBO Bwo ¥y B HICWO
gdens) Heamd. & D1ed® EEO® grimdice Bewddmw
W05 ©® BBwmn 8S 00wd @dens) Bedmdr. deHn® HO
OsEO B3ymd »SWD; HBwm wOBwWO DOBD @n
yloces’ ¥13e0 ePenw e® 6O RE GwdWB WOEOD gy
SE2D0EE® w@Bw O (OO BEE EBNOD FWICHO WOWD
DOBTDB B © 9 8BS Do.
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Statement tabled:

“Sri Lanka's support for Palestine

Sri Lanka supports the following resolutions that are tabled every

year in the General Assembly and the respective Committees of the UN:

2" Committee and General Assembly (annual):

Resolution titled ‘Permanent Sovereignty of the Palestinian
People on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied
Syrian Golan over their natural resources’

3™ Committee and General Assembly (annual):
Resolution titled ‘The right of the Palestinian people to self-
determination’

4™ Committee and General Assembly (annual):
Resolutions titled

- Palestine refugees’ properties and their revenues

- Operations of the united Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East

- Assistance to Palestine refugees
- Palestine refugees’ properties and their revenues

- Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the
Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem

- Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and the Occupied Syrian Golan

- Applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949, to the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and the other occupied Arab
Territories.

- Work of the Special Committee to investigate Israeli
Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian
People and other Arabs of the Occupied Territories

General Assembly (annual):
- Peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine
- Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat

- Special information programme on the question of
Palestine of the Department of Public Information of the
Secretariat.

- Assistance to the Palestinian people

- Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People

Additionally, Sri Lanka has supported the following
Resolutions related to Palestine in the UN and its
agencies

- Resolution granting Palestine non-member Observer
Status in the UN -2012.

Sri Lanka continues to support full membership for
Palestine in the UN.

- Palestine-sponsored resolution in the UN in support of
non-member Observer States being allowed to raise their
flags at the UN Headquarters - September 2015.

- Resolution titled “Human rights violations emanating
from Israeli military attacks and incursions in the
Occupied Palestinian Territoral, particularly in the
occupied Gaza strip” at the 6" Special Session of the
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Human Rights Council in Geneva (Human rights
violations emanating from Israeli military attacks and
incursions in the Occupied Palestinian)- 2008

- Palestine’s full ~membership in UNESCO - 2011
Sri Lanka has expressed support for Palestine and
pledged to vote in support in the event of a vote for the
following:

- Palestine’s membership in the World Trade
Organization (WTO) in 2016. If the matter fails to be
considered this year in the WTO, Sri Lanka has
pledged support at any future date/session when the
matter would be taken up for consideration.

- Palestine’s membership in INTERPOL in 2016. If
the matter fails to be considered this year in
INTERPOL, Sri Lanka has pledged support at any
future date/session when the matter would be taken up
for consideration.

Sri Lanka chairs the UN Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of
the Occupied Territories. Sri Lanka has been chairing
this Committee for over 3 decades since its inception
in 1968 and continues to do so.”

@O OIBNBHD S
(omedryLfl@ FUTHTWSEST SjeuiTdser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©@eNnI® &SHAE.

©0 68 gxdwiel ®wmo

(wreriflg re5dls SgielanTGr)
(The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare)

298 ESecdes.
TWBSTI-
rose.

B0 OIBNBHD S
(omedTLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTdeir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®01 085 ¢GBwrel O3 .

@6 68 gEBwied Ownmo

(oredryfl@ TErHS SfallanTCr)

(The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare)

OO DDNNIWROB, @ BIN®0 BBwr 88w meo. &

Ded® 8 BOumw @ S5y@ds0n o (Bivn. RAn®ied
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@O OIBNBHD S

(omedryLfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTdser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0T O5IEn®), @ & BRI gDy 0w WIE

Beandr. & Beo ©0 00 »E ocsim.

@6 G825 acBwied Oz

(wraprfle repds SjgielanTCr)

(The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare)
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The next speaker is the Hon. Bandula Gunawardane.
You have 25 minutes.
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Thank you very much. The Sitting is suspended till
1.00 p.m.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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HMID BHLSNTES (3)TTRTHIS HHLDFFT)

(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie - State Minister of National

Integration and Reconciliation)

Mr. Presiding Member, it is my privilege today to
participate in the Committee Stage Discussion on the
Votes of the Ministry of Education. I am happy to note
that the Hon. Minister of Finance has allocated in the
Budget almost three times the allocation made in 2014,
but this allocation of Rs. 90,000 million for 2017 reflects
a reduction of the sum allocated in 2016. As the Hon.
Minister says, the reason is that the Ministry of Education
had underspent the full amount allocated last year. But
the response of the Hon. Minister of Education was that
the Treasury had failed to release the total amount of
money on the due date. In view of this, I think the
Ministry of Education should not be penalized since in
the overall situation it will be tantamount to punishing
school-going children. I would propose that the Hon.
Minister of Finance move a Supplementary Estimate with
a view to allocating the full amount requested by the
Minister of Education.
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I am happy to note that Rs. 5,000 million has been
allocated to provide basic facilities to 1,000 schools in the
country. What about the rest of the schools? They might
feel discriminated. Therefore, please extend such basic
facilities to all the schools irrespective of linguistic
differences.

The allocation of Rs. 5,000 million to rent a maximum
of 50 computers each to strengthen IT facilities in 3,500
schools is also commendable as much as providing Tabs
to Advanced Level students and teachers.

The existence of 100 private schools including
international schools will help boost education among
150,000 students. Although this would help lessen the
burden that the Government has to shoulder in the field of
education, I must also emphasize that charging of
exorbitant fees from students by these international
schools must be monitored and regulated.

I observe that Rs.250 million has been allocated to
upgrade 25 schools in the plantation sector, but there must
be a rationale adopted to upgrade all other estate schools
as well so that they too would enjoy the benefits. The
concept of this is that education facilities must be
provided equally to all school-going children.

As a senior Member of this House representing the
Colombo District for nearly 23 years, I would now like to
turn my attention to the educational facilities provided to
schools in the Colombo District. While pointing out the
shortcomings in the facilities for education in all schools
in Colombo District, I would particularly pinpoint the
shortcomings prevailing in Muslim schools.

®O §RoesN0e) BTG n®

(oreT Ll @ SWVMWLSTHIGL 2 MIILNETT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe will
now take the Chair.

eDNGO ©G DD o Owm Gresmewss 9O
Hewsy, ¥0; eawisy 0@y wmo §Eres2390;8) Sas.
YsIDG, Canrg
YSBTFOTSS VTR YHBVGeY, OTRTLILLG ClFaDTHT  CFLOFEIS

YU BT HDGVEMLD 6)35]55/T 1T 61T
Whereupon THE HON. KANAKA HERATH left the Chair, and THE
HON. SHEHAN SEMASINGHE took the Chair.

LomedTLILL]S BT YU BT

®G §RoesN0) VTG 0O

(oreT Ll @ SWVMWLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you may continue.

00 8.90.08. »d8 s

(oreTLyLfl@ 6r.67d.671h. GlLismend)

(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie)

As per the recent surveys conducted by All Ceylon
Muslim Educational Conference, All Ceylon Federation
of Muslim League Youth Fronts and other educational
bodies, the standard of education and facilities provided
to Muslim Schools in Colombo leave much to be desired.
As a result, the educational attainment of children in these
Muslim schools falls far below the standard achieved by
students in other schools in the Province.

Nevertheless, philanthropists like Al Haj Z.A.M.
Refai, Chairman of Zam Gems, Haji Elyas Kareem,
Chairman of EAM Maliban Textile (Pvt) Ltd and Dr.
Fazli Nizar of All Ceylon Moors' Association, the World
Memon Organization and the Serendib School
Development Foundation have from time to time come
forward to help Government to ease its burden by
providing school buildings, laboratories, libraries et
cetera for a few selected schools.

Schools which have served the community for 50 or
100 years, like the Muslim Ladies' College, Fathima
Girls’ College, Khairiya Muslim Girls’ College, Hameed
Al-Husseini College and Al-Hidaya Maha Vidyalaya
have been beneficiaries of such benevolence in the recent
past.

The Darus Salam Muslim Maha Vidyalaya which was
originally named as "Denham School" is located in the
highly populated Maligawatta area. As one who began
the political career as a Member of Maligawatta Ward
representing the Colombo Municipal Council, I am
committed to provide every facility to this important
educational institution as it would help the poor and the
underprivileged in the area to keep abreast with the
educational facilities enjoyed by the rest of the children
in Colombo.

With this laudable objective in view, I took great pain
to mobilize the well-to-do in the community to raise the
standard of educational and curricular activities of this
school. The response had been very encouraging. The
World Memon Organization and the Serendib School
Development Foundation have agreed to donate Rs. 250
million for the development of this school. We have
drawn up a master plan with the approval of the Ministry
of Education of the Western Provincial Council. The
whole project is programmed in keeping with the
requirements of the regional engineers, the School
Development Society as well as the Old Boys’
Association. I too have allocated a sum of Rs. 1 million
from my personal funds to make this project a reality. |
put up a four-storeyed building in Muslim Ladies'
College at my expense.

These two organizations have helped the College by
spending Rs. 14 million for a new building with a
computer training centre, a fully-fledged teachers’ resting
room and with the payment of monthly allowances to
seven voluntary teachers. Apart from these, conducting of
extra classes to help the Ordinary and Advanced Level
students and providing facilities for the development of
sports activities were also included in this project.

I speak at this moment with a heavy heart, deep
sorrow and with emotion. Should someone sabotage our
well-intended project? 1 was born and bred in this place. I
have a duty by the people of this area. I have a passion to
provide the best facilities to the poor children of
Maligawatta and raise the standard of education so that
they would be equal to any other students coming out of
more advanced schools in the capital city. I could not
develop this school due to underworld interference in the
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school. Even the building that was constructed by me and
former MP, Mr. M.M. Zuhair was not even officially
opened by us. Now, [ have got the chance of bringing this
school to a very high standard with the help of the World
Memon  Association and the Serendib School
Development Foundation.

When the above project was to be executed, a certain
politician in order to gain undue popularity had suddenly
descended in the area to sabotage my scheme of work.
Attempts have been made to suddenly bring this school
under the new scheme "Langama Pasala, Hondama
Pasala". 1 strongly objected to this move. There are
various other schools like Al-Hidaya Maha Vidyalaya
which could be brought and improved under the
"Langama Pasala, Hondama Pasala" Concept. Hon.
Minister, I brought this to your notice and you could not
help me because of the pressure brought upon you by
your Party member. So, I do not blame you.

I raise this important matter and appeal to you to
reconsider your decision and spend that money to a
school like, Al-Hidaya Maha Vidyalaya, so that the girls
in Colombo Central will have a fully-fledged first class
school. I sincerely hope that the Minister of Education
would take serious note of this problem and allow us to
implement our proposals for the welfare of Darus Salam
Muslim Maha Vidyalaya, Maligawatta. We are prepared
to even deposit in advance a sum of Rs. 100 million with
the Department of Education in the Western Province to
be spent for this project.

I must also point out at this stage of the existing
vacancies for Moulavi teachers throughout the island.
This matter is greatly agitating the Muslim community.
Without proper religious guidance, no community could
attain educational standard. There are a large number of
Moulavis and Moulavias in the country who are waiting
to fill these vacancies. From the time our Government
came into power, we have been requesting the Minister of
Education to fill these vacancies.

Sir, an ugly situation was created recently as a result
of some misguided elements accusing that Madrasas and
Quranic schools are spreading extremism.

This is completely a twist of the real situation that
deliberately  intended to  spread hatred and
misunderstanding among our sister communities. Like
Pirivenas, Dhamma Schools, these Quranic Schools and
Madrasas teach the Muslim children nothing but pure
Islam based on the Holy Quran and the Sunnahs of the
Holy Prophet. I know for certain that learned men from
abroad have been invited from time to time to lecture at
these institutions and nowhere it is recorded that they are
propagandists of extremism. At a time when our
"Yahapalayanaya" is making a steady progress in the
path of reconciliation to build up a strong society based
on goodwill and brotherhood, I strongly condemn the
most irresponsible statement by these quarters who are
definitely trying to sabotage the well-intended governance
of this administration.

Therefore, I urge the Government to take firm action
to put a stop to propaganda made by these anti-social
elements and dispel the fears that are currently engulfing
the Muslim community in various parts of the country.

Thank you.
OO §RoeBNGe) O5IEn®0

(oTeTLLll@ SWVMWLSTHIGL © MILILNGTT Sj6uTH6iT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon.Gnanamuthu Srineshan.
You have 19 minutes.
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OO R0 BTG ®o

(LomevsTL L0 @ HEMVDLSGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTIT Bj6uTH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

FDGO @ eRWIzY ©d®8ey Owmr Gresmewsy 9O
Howry, Bewlehs mznewn® [0d He-w @B @wnmo]
Goes239038) Ses.

QYSRTLIMS, oML
YSBTFRTSG VTN YHVG6,
[wressr ey SevBIs FWBITV] SWVDL UBISHTT 56N

Whereupon THE HON. SHEHAN SEMASINGHE left the Chair,

and DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA SUMATHIPALA]
took the Chair.

Clramrsr GBS yeuiser

LIgBF  FUTBTWST  yeuiser

B 89RO

(orenTLfl@ SellFreri Hyeuideir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, you may continue.

@6 Y GeIwst Owm

(orewnTLil@ ehreTipsgl Lf ChFenr)

(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)
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B 89RO

(orenTLyfl@ sallFreri Hjauider)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Please, wind up.

@6 Y GosIwst Owm

(orewnTLil@ ehreTpsgl Lf ChFedr)

(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)
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Qb (5 (& 6U T T T51 5 (61H 5 (&
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@) (BbEICBTeRT(H), CuMIEHLOLILIL L H6V6VE GILIT(HETTSTrd5Bl6D
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Fev aflFwgsearrer GFweseflsy FRLBSETD GLITd @ EHLD
srenTiiu@sElsTmer. etarGeu, @b HevsOTL Auiled Bluimwiomesr
I liuenufley Qprifled Blweshigemer aupnmis Geusisr(Hb.
95MCHEHD allgsSle) o BisEHeL W GFWDHUTHHDOT (LpedT
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Qmurs, @Hs eure) GFweys Sl L Hlsrepevmss
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9|» LA TEM6T. HeTM].

B B9 RHO)

(orerLfl@ sallFreri Hjsuiaer)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! 1 wish to announce that this House
cordially welcomes the Parliamentary Delegation from
the People's Republic of China led by Mr. Mu Xinhai,
Director General, Department of Foreign and Overseas
Chinese Affairs of Sichuan Provincial People's
Government, now present at the Speaker's Gallery.

[L0.L1. 2.25]

®0; 88 a8 B8vid2sT Pwmo (98w ¢&Imw BEADe
Bewdss ¢@imsn®o)

(orenryflg BT o168 Aapriigesr - Srrflw QumrmerTgTy
VIUVEET LTS SjewLoFaiT)

(The Hon. Ameer Ali Shihabdeen - Deputy Minister of
Rural Economic Affairs)

Liswiblsvsvranflic gepLomefli- gaufih.
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®O B8 BHo

(omressrL0l@ sallFmeni ojeuirdseir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Okay, thank you. You have to wind up now.

©6 888 g8 8wid8sT Owmo

(orenryLilg LT 960 Aanriidesr)
(The Hon. Ameer Ali Shihabdeen)
Please, allow me one more minute.
@mislwirs, Gseryey  @)ITMIBISE  HWWFFT  jeuir
HEHS G Hevall YewwFFT bl allrrey sriflueusFd euis
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Q& TevTIg (hEHHTTD 6l EHem LI
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. Mohamed
Navavi. You have only two minutes. Please try to finish
your speech in two minutes.

[5.50 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Actually, I must thank the Minister, Hon. S.B.
Nawinne, for the work that his Ministry has done in the
Puttalam District. Similarly, I must thank the Hon.
Minister of Education and the Hon. State Minister of
Education for the wonderful work that they have been
doing. I can remember, during the previous Government,
under the programme for development of 1,000
secondary schools, we got only five schools. But after the
present Minister took over, under " the closest school is
the best school" concept this time we have got 39
schools, out of which we have started developing 13
schools. This shows the improvement in education in our
area.

Especially I want to mention about the Puttalam
Zone, where we have 203 schools. I think this is one of
the biggest education zones in the whole country. My
leader, the Hon. Risad Badhiutheen, has already made a
request in this regard. Sir, we get the same facilities as



591 2016 @220 @28 22 592

other smaller zones, because the facilities given to this
zone are divided among 203 schools. Therefore, I have
given a proposal to take four AGA divisions in the
Puttalam Electorate - Puttalam, Vanathawilluwa,
Mundalama and Kalpitiya - under one zone and the
balance to go under Anamaduwa. Especially, Puttalam
and Anamaduwa are backward areas. Actually you have
given us more than what we require. We are very happy.

DO R0 BTG ®o

(oreryLfl@ SeweVLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Sir, please give me one more minute.

Last time I spoke about the shortage of teachers. I am
very happy to say that you have filled 75 per cent of the
vacancies. | remember I spoke about the Advanced Level
teachers. Of course, you have promised that you would
look into that.

©O §RoesN0) VTG0

(oreT Ll @ SMVMWLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Sir, please give me half a minute.

In the morning, the Hon. Bimal Rathnayake spoke
about the education of Muslim ladies. I assure you that
they are being educated. In fact, when you go to most of
the offices, you can see Muslim girls, wearing fardha,
working in many offices . Therefore, in no way, can their
education be stopped.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you very much. The nest speaker is the Hon.
Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana. You too have only four
minutes.

[5.52p.m.]
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana )

Thank you, Sir. First and foremost let me commend
the Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam and the Hon.
Radhakrishnan for introducing reforms that are targeted at
ensuring zero dropouts, mandatory education for 13 years
and expanding the options for students to continue their
higher education with focus on science and technology,
based education creating an abundance of multi-faceted
and skilled individuals ready to take on tomorrow.

Secondly, let me commend the proposal to introduce a
regulatory body towards monitoring and overseeing
private and international schools to ensure that their
curricular and standards are aligned with the
government’s expectations to ensure that our children
receive the very best.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please, wind up now.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,525,004,000, for Head 126,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 731,250,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 731,250,000, for Head 126,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 30,580,455,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 30,580,455,000, for Head 126,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 38,794,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 38,794,000,000, for Head 126,

Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 207. - DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 132,065,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 132,065,000, for Head 207,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 207, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 7,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 7,500,000, for Head 207,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 207, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 725,366,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 725,366,000, for Head 207,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 207, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 58,600,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 58,600,000 for Head 207,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 207, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 209. - DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 51,545,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 51,545,000, for Head 209,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 209, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 14,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 14,700,000, for Head 209,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 209, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 59,674,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 59,674,000, for Head 209,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 209, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 233,100,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 233,100,000, for Head 209,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
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Head 209, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 212. - DEPARTMENT OF EXAMINATIONS

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 3,112,245,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,112,245,000, for Head 212,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 212, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 778,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 778,000,000, for Head 212,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 212, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 213. - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PUBLICATIONS

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure
Rs. 56,715,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 56,715,000, for Head 213,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 213, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 83,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 83,500,000, for Head 213,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 213, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 249,063,000, for Head 163,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 163, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,016,505,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,016,505,000, for Head 163,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 163, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 623,225,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 623,225,000, for Head 163,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
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Head 163, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 2,179,350,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,179,350,000, for Head 163,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 163, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 206.- DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 107,496,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 107,496,000, for Head 206,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 206, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 15,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 15,700,000, for Head 206,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 206, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 454,081,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 454,081,000, for Head 206,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 206, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 196,660,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 196,660,000, for Head 206,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 206, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 208. - DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL MUSEUMS

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 33,712,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 33,712,000, for Head 208,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 208, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 4,750,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,750,000, for Head 208,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 208, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 142,856,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 142,856,000, for Head 208,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 208, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 46,090,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 46,090,000, for Head 208,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 208, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 226. - DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND
EMIGRATION

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 1,240,533,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,240,533,000, for Head 226,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 226, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 875,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 875,700,000, for Head 226,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 226, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 227.- DEPARTMENT OF REGISTRATION OF PERSONS

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 672,035,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 672,035,000, for Head 227,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 227, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 70,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 70,700,000 for Head 227,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 227, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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It being 6.30 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.
Committee report Progress; to sit again on Wednesday, 23rd
November, 2016
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Thank you very much.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament Adjourned accordingly at 6.51 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Wednesday 23rd November, 2016 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 16th of November, 2016.
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