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Hon. Prime Minister, please.
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The Hon. Member asked me a Question regarding an
Army camp in Mannar. | must say the Army camp has
been established in Mannar in June 1990 occupying a
building belonged to the District Co-operative Council
after taking into consideration the LTTE terrorist
activities which largely disrupted the day-to-day lifestyle
of the people in the area. The Ministry of Defence has
received a request to release the building occupied by the
Army and action has been taken to acquire a State land to
relocate the camp. The request in this regard has already
been submitted to the GA, Mannar by the Sri Lanka Army
and the acquisition process is currently underway. Once
the State land is acquired by the Army, action will be
taken to release the co-operative building.

Hon. Speaker, | must say that | am unaware of any
vegetable sales being done by the Army, but we can
certainly look into it.

I feel a Question like this is more appropriate at the
Oral Question time than the Prime Minister’s Question
time because this is actually fact finding and that really
can be achieved by asking an Oral Question from the
relevant Minister.
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As 1 told, Hon. Member, | have to find out about that
vegetable business, but the question here was, will the
Army give up the building. Yes, the Army wants to give
up the building and they are getting some land nearby for
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another building. Since it was only a question of the
building, I did not get a situation report as to the location
of all the Army camps and what they have been doing in
the area. But, if he had asked the Minister and there has
not been a reply, | will certainly look into it. 1 think
questions like this should be answered in Parliament by
the relevant Minister because these are very detailed and
technical questions which are best known to the Minister
himself.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

So, we will take action accordingly, Hon. Prime Minister.
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Give me a time period. I will speak to them. Maybe, the
Hon. Minister of Justice or the Hon. State Minister of
Defence can also speak to the Honourable MPs in the North.
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28808 womdd mosiz. The Members of Parliament
from North can meet with him this week or the following
week and we will then go into the issue and see what else we
can do.
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asked the Minister of Development Strategies and
International Trade:

(@) Will he state-

(i) whether the Government has granted
permission to establish a sugar refining
factory in the premises of the Hambantota
Port;
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(i)  if so, the name of the said company and if it
is a foreign company the name of the
country; and

(iii) the names, addresses and telephone
numbers of the Board of Directors of the
said company?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the amount to be invested by the said
company;

(i) the concessions to be provided by the
Government to the said company;

(iii)  the benefits to be derived by the country as a
result of establishing the sugar refining
factory; and

(iv) the quantity of sugar expected to be refined at
this factory annually?

(¢)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether the Government has taken
measures to prevent the collapse of the
sugar industry of Sri Lanka as a result of
this company; and

(if)  if so, what such measures are?
(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern
Development:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that the Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera, Foreign Minister lodged a
complaint with the Criminal Investigations
Department on 14.01.2015, requesting an
investigation on priority basis in connection
with a conspiracy hatched on 8"January
2015 to suspend the presidential election
results, since it poses a threat to the national
security and the democracy;

(if) the date on which aforesaid report was
forwarded to the Attorney General’s
Department by the Criminal Investigations
Department;

(iii) the date on which the opinion on the
Attorney  General’s Department was
forwarded to the Criminal Investigations
Department; and

(iv) the future measures, taken with regard to the
aforesaid complaint?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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Hon. Minister Ratnayaka, please go ahead.
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asked the Minister of Buddhasasana:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the acreage of the land belonging to Ruhunu
Maha Kataragama Devalaya in the
Moneragala District;

(i) out of the aforesaid extent of land, the
acreage of the lands that have been
distributed among people; and

(iif)  the names and addresses of those who have
received those lands?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether he admits that the farmers who
make their living by cultivating chenas are

2016 @& 09 182

deprived of their right to cultivate the
chenas as the lands belonging to the
Devalaya are distributed in large scale
among businessmen;

(i) whether an arrangement is in place for
providing lands to the aforesaid farmers for
doing their cultivations; and

(iii) whether further distribution of lands in
large scale among businessmen will be
stopped taking into consideration the severe
shortage of lands that could occur in the
Moneragala District in future?

()  If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe - Minister of
Justice and Buddhasasana)
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B CEMeV, er6ir?

asked the Minister of Finance:

(@ s heaware that-

@

(ii)

senior Sri Lankan citizens were provided
the opportunity to deposit an amount of
Rs.10 lakhs in State banks for an interest
rate of 15 per cent, through the Interim
Budget presented on 29" January 2015;and

the opportunity was granted to deposit
another amount of Rs.5 lakhs for the same
interest rate?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

0)
(i)
(iii)
(iv)

whether the amount mentioned in (a) (ii)
above could be deposited in State banks;

whether that amount could be deposited in
private banks for the same interest rate;

whether that amount could be deposited
only in private financial institutions; and

if it is possible with private financial
institutions only, whether the Government
would take responsibility for the monies
deposited by the senior citizens according to
these Budget Proposals, in case those
institutions went bankrupt?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Provincial Councils and Local
Government:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of Local Government bodies in
Sri Lanka that have developed as China -
Sri Lanka Friendship Cities;

(i) the relevant cities;

(iii)  the benefits received by each of these cities
through this scheme, separately; and

(iv) the benefits received by the Local
Government bodies in China from the
Local Government bodies of Sri Lanka
under the Friendship Cities Project?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Defence:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether plans have been prepared to
withdraw the military camps in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces in 2016;

(i) the number of military camps that have
been planned to be removed; and

(i)  separately the names of the army, navy and
air force camps that will be removed?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether plans have been made to free or
reduce the extent of land of the high
security zones that are adjacent to the
military camps in the Northern and the
Eastern Provinces in 2016;

(ii)  separately the names of the army, navy and
air force camps of which the high security
zones will be removed or reduced;

(iii)  the extent of land in the security zones that
has been planned to be reduced or freed
camp-wise, separately?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

o0 BERE BB @wmo
(orerLLfl@ svFagLosir lifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That notwithstanding the motion agreed to by Parliament on
08.03.2016, the hours of sitting this day shall be 1.00 p.m. to 6.30
p.m. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without
question put."

g S®az 8, e e3@@m Sas.
allsarr aBSHLILIL(B) sTHmsCIETeTenLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS
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SETHSADA YOGA NIKETHANAYE KARYA BARAYA
(INCORPORATION) BILL

O . 8. Gum®icen dnmo

(omressrLLll@ e1610.£. (WP GIELOTT6wT)

(The Hon. S.C. Mutukumarana)

OO ®DOINBDROB, @ VB BEHST ©wWIEEND @Eduny
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"ewnue ewudon Bednmed 8w widw wedGnn BIO wew §
e emgOun 9e8un BBRO ¢ded 8w w¥n «."

®0 8.3.0080. B8ORS uwarnwm Swmo
(orerfl@ ey, allwevelr glerprudss)
(The Hon. D.T.W. Wimalaweera Dissanayaka)

S8y IS0 wo» @&

< CLorBlE&mi.
Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be
printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to
the Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.

OO DIIBNWBDR O

(omenTLyfl@ FUTHTWST Byeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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RESOLUTION FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF
THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [ 09th
January, 2016]
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" WHEREAS there is broad agreement among the People of Sri
Lanka that it is necessary to enact a new Constitution for Sri Lanka;
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AND WHEREAS the People have at the Presidential Election held
on 08" January, 2015 given a clear mandate for establishing a political
culture that respects the rule of law and strengthens democracy;

AND WHEREAS His Excellency Maithripala Sirisena, President of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka has clearly expressed his
desire to give effect to the will of the People expressed at the aforesaid
Presidential Election by enacting a new Constitution that, inter alia,
abolishing the Executive Presidency;

AND WHEREAS it has become necessary to enact a new
Constitution that, inter alia, abolishes the Executive Presidency, ensures
a fair and representative Electoral System which eliminates preferential
voting, strengthens the democratic rights of all citizens, provides a
Constitutional Resolution of the national issue, promotes national
reconciliation, establishes a political culture that respects the rule of law,
guarantees to the People’s fundamental rights and freedom that assure
human dignity and promotes responsible and accountable government.

That this Parliament Resolves that -

1.

5.

There shall be a Committee of Parliament hereinafter referred
to as the 'Constitutional Assembly' which shall consist of all
Members of Parliament, for the purpose of deliberating, and
seeking the views and advice of the People, on a new
Constitution for Sri Lanka, and preparing a draft of a
Constitution Bill for the consideration of Parliament in the
exercise of its powers under Atrticle 75 of the Constitution.

The Hon. Speaker of Parliament shall be the Chairman of the
Constitutional Assembly. There shall be seven (7) Deputy
Chairmen of the Constitutional Assembly, who shall be elected
by the Constitutional Assembly.

In the absence of the Hon. Speaker, the Constitutional
Assembly shall elect one of the Deputy Chairmen to chair the
sittings of the Assembly.

The quorum for meetings of the Constitutional Assembly shall
be twenty (20).

There shall be-

(@) Constitutional Advisors to the Constitutional

Assembly;

(b) A Legal Secretary to the Constitutional Assembly and
assistants to such Legal Secretary;

(c)  Staff for the purpose of recording the proceedings of
the Constitutional Assembly and the Committees
referred to in Clause 5; and

(d) Media (including Social Media) Staff of the
Constitutional Assembly.

The Media Staff shall set up and maintain a website
and use other appropriate media, towards giving due
publicity to the process for the adoption of a new
Constitution for Sri Lanka.

The Media Staff shall ensure that the proceedings of
the Constitutional Assembly and its Committees, as
well as public representations / submissions are
documented and published on such website along with
such other relevant expert or technical opinions.

There shall be the following Sub-Committees of the
Constitutional Assembly:-

(@) A Steering Committee consisting of the Prime Minister
(Chairman), Leader of the House of Parliament,
Leader of the Opposition, the Minister of Justice, and
not more than seventeen (17) other Members of the
Constitutional Assembly to be appointed by the
Constitutional Assembly.

The Steering Committee shall be responsible for the
business of the Constitutional Assembly and for
preparing a Draft of a new Constitution for Sri Lanka.
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10.

11

12.

13.

14.

(b)  Such other Sub-Committees, consisting of Members of
the Constitutional Assembly, which may be appointed
by the Constitutional Assembly.

Provided that each such Sub-Committee shall comprise
of not more than eleven (11) Members.

The Chairman of each Sub-Committee shall be
appointed by the Steering Committee.

The Constitutional Assembly shall at its first sitting-
(@) elect the Deputy Chairmen;

(b)  determine the Sub-Committees referred to in Clause 5
(b); and

(c) elect Members to the Sub-Committees referred to in
Clause 5.

The Prime Minister shall, at the first meeting of the
Constitutional Assembly, present a Resolution for adoption by
the Constitutional Assembly, calling upon the Steering
Committee to present a Resolution proposing a Draft
Constitution for the consideration of the Constitutional
Assembly, prior to its submission to the Cabinet of Ministers
and Parliament.

The Constitutional Assembly is hereby authorised to conduct
its sittings in the Chamber of Parliament,

Provided that the Constitutional Assembly may resolve to sit at
any other specified location outside the Western Province.

Provided further that the presentation of papers, moving of
resolutions and voting on any matter shall only take place in the
Chamber of Parliament.

The Steering Committee may seek the services of any
institution which services are necessary for the carrying out of
the objects of the Constitutional Assembly or any Committee
thereof.

The Steering Committee may appoint other experts to aid and
advise the Constitutional Assembly and / or its various Sub-
Committees.

The proceedings of the Constitutional Assembly shall be open
to the public. The proceedings of the Constitutional Assembly
and its Sub-Committees shall be documented and published
forthwith. Where appropriate, the Constitutional Assembly
shall take steps to ensure the broadcast of the proceedings of
the Constitutional Assembly and / or its Sub-Committees.

For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby specifically resolved
that the special leave of Parliament is specifically granted in
terms of Section 17 of Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act
for the publication of the aforesaid matters.

For the avoidance of doubt it is further resolved that the
proceedings of the Constitutional Assembly and the Sub-
Committees referred to in Clause 5 shall be deemed to have
been reported to Parliament simultaneously, and that the
publication of any such proceedings, which publication is
hereby specifically authorized, shall not constitute an offence in
terms of Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act.

The Constitutional Assembly shall have the power to invite any
person for consultation and / or to make submissions before the
Constitutional Assembly.

The Constitutional Assembly shall also have the power to
invite any member of the Public Representations Committee
for consultation and / or to make submissions and / or to report
on the findings of the Public Representations Committee.

Subject to the provisions hereof, the Constitutional Assembly is
hereby authorized to determine the procedure and mechanisms
to be adopted in the conduct of its business:

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
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Provided that such determination shall be made pursuant to a
Resolution moved by the Prime Minister with the concurrence
of the Steering Committee.

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Standing
Orders of Parliament, the rules of procedure of the
Constitutional Assembly and its Sub-Committees shall be as
set out in this Resolution.

Notice of the business of the Constitutional Assembly shall be
given by the Prime Minister, such other Minister of the Cabinet
nominated from time to time for such purpose by the Prime
Minister, upon approval thereof by the Steering Committee.

The Sub-Committees referred to in Clause 5(b) shall submit
their reports to the Steering Committee within ten (10) weeks
of the appointment of each such Sub-Committee.

Upon the consideration of the Reports of the Sub-Committees
appointed under Clause 5(b), and the report of the Public
Representations Committee, the Steering Committee shall
submit a Report to the Constitutional Assembly. Such Report
may be accompanied by a Draft Constitution.

The Constitutional Assembly shall thereafter debate the
general merits and principles of the Report and the Draft
Constitution (if applicable), and may also debate proposed
amendments. At the end of such debate the question that “the
Steering Committee be required to submit a final report and a
Resolution on a Draft Constitution” shall be put to the
Constitutional Assembly by the Chair.

The Steering Committee shall thereafter, considering the
amendments, if any, proposed during the debate, submit a
Final Report and a Resolution containing a Draft Constitution
for the consideration of the Constitutional Assembly. The
Prime Minister shall move that such Final Report and the
Resolution containing the Draft Constitution be approved by
the Constitutional Assembly.

The following procedure shall be adopted during the debate
referred to in Clause 18:-

The Chairman or in his absence one of the Deputy Chairmen
shall read the number of each Clause in succession.

(i)  Any amendment may be made to a Clause, or Clauses
may be deleted or new Clauses may be added.

(if)  The principle of the Draft Constitution shall not be
discussed during this stage of the debate but only its
details.

(iii)  No amendment can be proposed inconsistent with any
decision come to upon any previous part of the Draft
Constitution.

(iv)  After a Draft Constitution has been read through, and
prior to the conclusion of the debate on the Draft, any
Member may, with leave of the Chairman, move an
amendment of any Clause already passed.

(v) A Clause may be postponed, unless upon an
amendment thereto a question shall have been fully
put from the Chair.

(vi)  Postponed Clauses shall be considered after the
remaining Clauses of the Draft Constitution have been
considered and before new Clauses are brought in.

(vii)  New Clauses may be offered before the Schedules to
the Draft Constitution are considered and shall be
deemed to have been read the first time. The questions
which follow thereupon shall be “That the Clause be
read a second time” and “That the Clause (or the
Clause as amended) be added to the Draft”.

(viii)  New Schedules may be offered after the Schedules to
the Draft Constitution have been disposed of and shall
be treated in the same manner as new Clauses.
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(ix)  When every Clause and Schedule and proposed new
Clause or Schedule have been dealt with, the
Preamble, if there be one, shall be considered and a
question put “That this be the Preamble of the Draft”.

(x)  If any amendment be necessary to the title of the Draft
Constitution, it shall be made at the conclusion of the
proceedings detailed above.

The provisions of Standing Order Nos. 42, 43 and 44 of the
Parliament shall mutatis mutandis apply to the proceedings of
the Constitutional Assembly.

If two-thirds of the Constitutional Assembly does not approve
the resolution on the Draft Constitution, the Constitutional
Assembly and the Committees referred to in this Resolution
shall stand dissolved.

If the Constitutional Assembly approves the Resolution on the
Draft Constitution by a two-thirds majority, the Report and the
Draft Constitution shall be submitted by the Steering
Committee to the Cabinet of Ministers, and thereupon the
Constitutional Assembly and the Sub-Committees referred to in
this Resolution shall stand dissolved.

The Cabinet of Ministers shall certify the Bill contained in such
Report as a Bill to repeal and replace the Constitution as a
whole in terms of Article 75(b) and Article 120(b) of the
Constitution and that such Bill is intended to be passed with the
special majority required by Article 83 of the Constitution and
submitted to the People by Referendum.

The Bill shall thereafter be published in the Gazette as required
by Article 78(1) of the Constitution.

The President shall thereafter refer the Bill to every Provincial
Council, for the expression of the views of every such Council,
as required by Avrticle 154G(2) of the Constitution.

The Prime Minister shall thereafter present such Bill to
Parliament and such Bill shall be placed on the Order Paper of
Parliament.

After the presentation of such Bill to Parliament as aforesaid
the Prime Minister shall move that the Bill be passed by
Parliament by a special majority required under Article 83 of
the Constitution.

If not less than two-thirds of the whole number of the Members
of Parliament vote in favour of the said Bill, the Speaker shall
make an appropriate certification in terms of Article 79 of the
Constitution, that the Bill has been duly passed by Parliament
by a special majority, and that the Bill shall not become law
until approved at a Referendum by the People in whom the
sovereignty of Sri Lanka vests.

Thereafter the Bill shall be submitted by the President in terms
of Article 85(1) of the Constitution, to the People by
Referendum for their approval.

If the Bill is approved by the People at a Referendum, the Bill
shall become law upon the President certifying the Bill in terms
of Article 80(2) of the Constitution.

The expenses of the Constitutional Assembly, the Sub-
Committees referred to in Clause 5, and the staff and advisors
appointed in terms of this Resolution, shall be charged on the
Consolidated Fund, and Parliament shall take appropriate steps
in respect of same in terms of Article 150 of the Constitution.

For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared that the
adoption or rejection or adoption subject to amendment of such
a Draft Constitution as proposed by the Constitutional
Assembly, shall be the responsibility of Parliament.

For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby further declared that a
Constitution Bill shall only be enacted into law if it is passed in
Parliament by a special majority of two-thirds of the whole

number of the Members of Parliament, including those not
present and subsequently approved by the people at a
Referendum as required by Article 83 of the
Constitution.” [The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe - Minister of Justice

and Buddhasasana)
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That is the human nature: no one is willing to be ruled by
another man or a woman. That is the issue that has been
there since the inception of the human civilization. But,
people are willing to be ruled under the rule of law. If the
rule of law is to be upheld in a country there is a basic
principle - people are willing to be subject to that rule of
law provided the basic criterion that not only those who
are ruled, but also the rulers are subject to the rule of law.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Velu Kumar to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)

Sir, | propose that the Hon. Velu Kumar do now take
the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
VELU KUMAR took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, you may continue.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Sir, | was mentioning the development of the rule of
law. With that interpretation by Judge Henry de Bracton,
people also started thinking that the conservative type of
system based on the concept "The King is under no man"
is not correct, but the King is under the God and the law.
That is how the rule of law emerged as a very strong
principle of democracy. As result, when there was a
charge against King Charles | of the United Kingdom, the
Chairman of the Jury was John Bradshaw, who believed
in that principle, and he passed the sentence to hang King
Charles I. Later on, this principle was widespread all over
the world. That sentence was executed in 1649 and the
King was hanged. That was because the rule of law was
powerful than the King.
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emedde wsiesd Bweco. | would quote a section from his
book:

“The whole framework hangs on the skill and ability of one person-
the elected Executive President. That person, if he wants to, can
press the nuclear button which will launch the totalitarian holocaust.
He can only be kept on the straight and narrow path by the socio-
political forces that are permitted to operate in the oases of freedom.
The example of Sri Lanka is bound to be infectious.”
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“The Constitution of the Second Republic has changed what was
tantamount to almost an executive dictatorship which could silence
the Parliament and the Opposition during a state of emergency.”
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He wanted to expedite the development process in this
country and that is why he brought in this very strong
Executive Presidency. You have the French model; you
have the American model and ours is an adoption of the
two models. That is what happened.

Then from 1977, we saw concentration of power in
the Office of the President - | personally think that is very
bad - because of that we saw a decline in certain
democratic institutions and functions. We have to accept
that. Then, it went on from 1977 to 1994. When the Hon.
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga came to power,
she also said that she was going to abolish it; but nothing
happened. Then, the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa also said
that he was also going to abolish it; but nothing happened
- actually he extended it. Now, we have come to a crucial
juncture in the history of this country. How are we going
to move forward? | think the Hon. Prime Minister’s idea
is a very good idea. He has got all of us together as a
Constitutional Assembly. So, we can take time for this.
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Bedmn. 19568 9Bmiwsw edmed §en. The year 1956 was a
crucial juncture, a very important year for Sri Lanka where
the nationalistic forces came up rightly or wrongly. They
came up for some reason.

adm Daeest® 19778 8¢ foad ¢838m «808nmws.
Sir, | consider the vote at the 1977 election as an
"economic vote". People wanted economic development;
they wanted an end to hunger and that was the result of
the 1977 election. And after that, there were massive
development projects that happened. But, on the other
hand we also can argue that there were some issues with
regard to democracy. | can remember Hon. (Mrs.)
Sirimavo Bandaranaike’s civic rights being taken away.
That was very wrong; my father opposed that; the Hon.
(Dr.) Anandatissa de Alwis opposed that. But, those
things also happened.

Then, we have seen excessive power being used under
the Executive Presidency. For example, the way our
Colleague, General Sarath Fonseka, was arrested and thrown
in prison was completely illegal. But, those things happened.
We cannot whitewash those incidents. All I am saying is that
the due legal process must happen all the time. That is
guaranteed by the Constitution. Article 12 and 14 of the
Constitution give fundamental rights to the people of this
country, whether they are Sinhalese, Muslims or Tamils. So,
those freedoms must never be compromised. So, I think, in
the long run, when we are a bit older - we see this new
Constitution making process happening - perhaps, we will be
able to rectify the mistakes of the past. That is very
important because I feel that the Sri Lanka Freedom Party,
the United National Party, the JVP, the Hon. Arumugan
Thondaman’s Party and the TULF, all must come together.
This is a crucial juncture that has come after thirty years of
war; after friends of the Hon. R. Sampanthan were
assassinated; after people like my father and the Hon. R.
Premadasa were assassinated. Their lives were taken away
from the bottom of our hearts; in front of our eyes - we saw
how they were assassinated.

Now, we have a fresh beginning. So, we must get this
right; we must get the combination right; we must get the
matrix right. If we can do that, I think we can have a
democratic and a prosperous Sri Lanka.
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»OgS» 8g wover’y. &n Do, ©® ¢mEy Beamd,
ednmEs snemesy. | remember the late Hon. Lalith
Athulath Mudali telling me, “Navin, once you sit in that
chair, after three months, the promise that you made to
abolish the Executive Presidency is forgotten." Those were
his words to me.
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(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe - Deputy Minister of

Transport and Civil Aviation)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena - Deputy Minister

of Sustainable Development and Wildlife)
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Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) SRIYANI WIJEWICKRAMA left
the Chair and THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie - State Minister of National

Integration and Reconciliation)

Hon. Presiding Member, let me first thank you for
giving me a few minutes to speak on this Resolution to
appoint a Constitutional Assembly to adopt a new
Constitution. This is a momentous day in the history of
Parliamentary democracy. We are assembled here today
to consider changes to be effected to our present
Constitution. Making Constitutional Reforms is like
changing the anatomy of a body of a person. It is such an
important and a serious matter. Changes in a Constitution
can bring good results or ill effects to the people of a
country.

In the long history of political reforms introduced
from time to time by the British rulers or our own
governments, precautions have been taken to fulfil the
aspiration of the people. The Manning Commission, the
Colebrook Commission, the Soulbury Commission and
subsequent Commissions appointed during the post-
independent era took cognizance of the fact that the
people of the country should derive greater benefits than
in force before.

As promised to the voters during the last Presidential
Election, our President Maithripala Sirisena had the
magnanimity to reduce the six-year period of his term to
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five years. Today, he is also seeking to reduce his powers
and transfer them to the Prime Minister and to Parliament.
This is the moment of real blooming of flowers in our
"Yaha Palanaya."

Appearing before the Select Committee on the
Revision of the Constitution on behalf of the Muslim
League, Al Haj Mohamed Abdul Bakeer Markar, a
former Speaker of Parliament, argued that the interest of
the minorities would be safeguarded and that they would
not be overlooked or thrown overboard.

We are very happy that His Excellency President
Maithripala Sirisena has assured that Buddhism, the
major religion of the country, would be protected in every
form and the unity of the country would be strengthened.
We are also happy that the Prime Minister, Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe, has expressed a clear view on this
matter while ensuring protection of the minorities in our
society which is multiracial, multi-religious and
multilingual.

While reflecting back, we should give thought to the
fact that the due recognition and protection was given to
the minorities by the Soulbury Constitution. Section 29 of
this Constitution adequately ensured rights of the
minorities. It is called, "The Entrenched Clause,” which
could not have been amended even by a two-thirds
majority in Parliament. There was also an upper Chamber
called, "The Senate,"” which checked hasty legislation
while providing sufficient protection to the minority
interests. | would urge the House to take into
consideration this insulation of protection.

Sir, it was universally agreed that the present character
of the Presidency should be changed. No individual
should command dictatorial powers that would estrange
people’s aspirations.

At this stage, | would appeal to the entire Opposition
to support the efforts made in good spirit by the President
in placing before the House the proposals in the interest
of the whole country and not to arouse communal feelings
and plunge the country into chaos. We have suffered
enough in the past due to communal disharmony as a
result of power-hungry politicians. Let us throw lock
stock and barrel of all communal propaganda, but unite
together to build a peaceful country and promote
communal  harmony, national integration and
reconciliation.

I am particularly insisting upon this fact as | am in
charge of a Ministry which deals with this subject.

It is in this context that we should applaud the
President and the Prime Minister in seeking to effect
proper and meaningful changes in the Constitution so that
Parliament would enjay its true constitutional status.

I wish the praiseworthy actions taken by the President
and the Prime Minister a success and the people of the
country good luck!
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The Resolution is before the House. Will the Hon.
Leader of the House move the agreed amendments? |
believe that all the amendments have been incorporated.

o VLR BBy @wmo
(omesorLyifl@ sva6agiosT liflsTevsV)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Yes.

Sir, 1 move the following amendments to the above
Resolution:

1. 18900 1 edcewd "50" wm DOm0 9O WOmB).
2. 1 8900 2,3 &0 4 0d¢ 90 mSsIm.

3. 1 8ged (1 a8p®ewd) 5 edced "aneadan® Db woys
emY@und wiBe® mbe wewn' vy DOMDEO vgd "w®udn
2:8Be@sInd® w@sIdn O ©88 i@ ylew ICm wWIOD
ACHCE @B v @ VOB S e0 "HD" ws DOm®6 DY
DOBIBY.

4. 2 8ged 4 0038ws 90 @m0 swm ewsl 00 Fedn®
DOBIBY:

4(a) arwHEan® DxdE VENREHO DS W& e
30EOOBE  Aen® Wedpwm owd LadBwem
Beodswws’ gpain® DDt dadice B85 o
BB evd DO me vi®.

() ©ome

(i) @Enn® 01duE O@ERCH d8sT o WO C¢
PO OE  OHlced  gBedm
oFm®Ddewwy,

(i) @ERP® OLEG Vadced w1 5 O
DotBed ew@un WEYOE DOgn bmo
BBO Bes a0edt)n® O10dG OERCEH wewe
8w ©eBLEwW; 5

(i) @eBRDO DudEHn LeEed (i ©is
FRED) Dows mbe OeRCER 83w gre.

& Com0 wewy GO ODEDS OO
B0 0Be® HwdBwO gdas yDIdHme Co
2008 @ s s aes B85 00d
280w BEYD dw DD 0vm Wiy gmJ,
@O g35e3 QoWsE @ OB GRS.

g ony Yomerled owd deduw Om¢
FREDO PBUHO O1DLEG PeFEeE W &8
0 WHDBIG mOGn ©OBI® Owdn qcwed/
WOren 9ebury BBO ¢ OO 003 gRdewd
eCIDOD @O YERWD &Y 0B DO Dodds
8w OHEB DODE O YRE.



291

208Be®sInd 292

[061 cHLOs BEHEE ©wvmo]

S.

12.
13.

14.

15.

17.

18.

19.

20.

2 8900 5(a) aBn@ewsd "ego®msOdwe  (wwied),
28Be05InEd ewisNwmBiw, 8GR wbdded HwmBIw,
383m0en ¢@imsO0w VI GEBNHO D1OE VERCeLS ey
008wy cows (17)" e 00 @0 om0 & Dm0
"88e (21)" e 00 gedn mOsIs.

2 8ged 5() a8n0eu8 ol odted "w.dmdRs g ws
DOPOCEO oRIBOO "E ends’ gowm wwsBDows O
g wm 0O Ot wSBIH.

2 8900 5(a) a8n®ed 0dn edted "mD" wmn DOm@ QO
DOBIB.

2 89ed 6 dosiBerd "(g) Bewdes wwisBOdesS emdde
emS on grne." ¢ D05 9D HSBIB.

2 8900 7 88n0ewd "gg®imsddw” wm D05 9O @500 &
OO0 "e®eny® WBYed wwisBOdw)" wx DO ged®
WOBID.

2 8900 7 ¢@p0ew8 "ugoiB" v 0mw @O om0 &
@050 "Sg»" wr DOBG e dr OB,

2 89ed 7 ¢8p0ewd "qualtn® 010t emIPuna" ws
005 @0 e & DD "R DK ewYSun
@wdn0E" ws D05 Ged® WOBIB.

3 8900 8 DotBewd and B e¢m® @O mOBIB.

3 8ged 13 dosiBe 9o om0 988 boms & amd ¥B
GoDOD WSBIB.

3 8ged 14 28n0ewd 0dn odcod "ani@imusdow wm
DOm6 9O 00 & EOMDD "e®eny® HEYeD trasBOSws"
@2 DO PEEHR DSBIB.

3 8ged 14 008 alvlewd "wbBe®sined &hws
Bewlode s00RD RO wews’ JD¢, GaE® D1DEG
oadiced wy o8 emymEIPE ™bs ©8widm 3B o0
ewddsn 8@Oned ) @B ©88 Bw gnw." v DO @O
o0 & 0DmPO ©wn wews Om @wedn WOBIB.
"508Be®sind 853 anf80n cded O Drn @O ewdtnn
2Ol BIDNDED OO 8:8Ee®sIned e8iDd Bewi®n
PO DD DS MOYRDEO dHe 07 aw."

3 8900 15 DustBe b emd svn wews’ DO Gedn BE
@ne.:

"o®eny® WBYed en@Be ©» wwsBDows B8sY
PHBNHO DsdE LedEed »Ogn B8Eac ¢m® 2
Beme gne.”

4 8ged 16 a8n0ew8 "B e (10)" w» 20500
WIBOY "ewnd 0®ewny® mEJD 8B HOLCOE I ecn
GO EE" @5 DO O WSBIB.

4 8900 17, 18 e 19 2850ws¥8 o "goedtln® 01xden
emY@una", "gredt)n® D1DEd emYOBenE" v "eredtn®
106G emYBun"" wm DO PO e & eDMNDD O® DO
cugen o O dlomewrd BEedEs "awan® Ondedt
omY0u  0wldmoE", "gaEin® Ox0EG ewmYdun’
@wdsmn" v "gedt)n® D10E ewldmn emydun" wn DB
Goed® WOBID.

4 8ged 17 DesiBed "w Owdn qiwed CaoRe® m»EJed
Dol @y DO @O @O "vr Bwem acwe wm OB
Fed® mOBID.

4 - 6 890 20-30 ¢foo g aBm0ws’ 90 000 svn wgwsy
ode aedn HOBIH:

PHBYDO OsDEN  OHDEed ®woE dymoed D8sY
BLDHO D180F YO 0wlvrNedE Om ©wlwmd
20 eNWOTIesY MO, FBLDE OsdE LHNEH wY
000 ewl¥sNed ewBun BBY Beddr wBwiet LiCBw@

@ne.

20. »wHEQHO OsdEG% O@Reed wiE dyniwm O8sY
sPmE P@BLPO DsdEN emYPur ewldrHNedd O
ewldsNd ¢n)®n WOsTesy »O, ewldrNd EEe®sInd
0Dn owd e @n god, Dobmd ¥ FeELPO DuDED
emYBPun O v FRED 8Ee@sined Jeds dYHC
s3ecaBsy am®n emoedsiest 5O aalin® DudLEn
emYOB ©wi®rNd a®ims Ve 00n 9elud meyn
gm0, @BBIB 008 21 dDoxtBed DIDY®» gpg O
gm0 WP OnOE PHOCE W 0 ©wldsENed
@@ Onm O 6w ByciDr v 8wt BCBB @w.

2], @wEin® Onddd 0@ENce S8z geEin® Dudd
emYPur 0wlBrNedd O ewlBrNd ReLBT e AYHT
s3ecaBs am@n BOsTesy »O, Dobmd W aedin®
Os0E emYOBE ewldrNd o®enyd® B8O S8xY
2@ Vacs 00n 98un me @nw. DD W
P BLDO O3DE0 eBYOB 0wlEBrNd HEEeOTRD edn
¢ 928ume Yne. PBRBIB PHEYDO 0L VWAE®
© 008 ewl®ENed ewWonm WO Ko By W3
cdod o8 ©cBe gne. esleEd eEin® OndEtied
e emIPen’ wd0n BBLD ae GeBnE® OudEied
BBB» gOOBB WE GBE.

ww & amD 9A08 ode 59O FoWHD WOTB.
21.6 8ged 32 desiBwe 9ds »OsIm.

@O DOIBNBHD S

(omesryfl@ FUTHTWST Sjeuidseir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

8o0@RIAD BHY eOO ewlErNOD B¥IdD OWC?

oleTOka 151aleT}

(resryfl@ 2 mitifleriger)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

g S8z 87, wwo e3®@z Ses.
afleorir (BGSHLILIL(B) sTDmI%ClBTeTenLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

DEC DO

RdSlewauli
ADJOURNMENT
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.20 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on Thursday,
10th March, 2016, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 08th
March, 2016.



8.4,

OO D8med ¢dwiy Geenw ey BORW BD0E mE ¥rn MY WOy 88 O535sY 87 BOunm evm B0 me ¢n
G008 O8 51@E0 Cmey @00, BOunm (8 0¢iBwen 0ne®©D 1153508 t30Em0m 0Dn E1edD o OBw GY®@.

GOy

2 mitifleri @muglt ugdliilln GFinwal By ewy SlHsshiseners swgl LIrgullsy CgefllaurTsds @&Nss senerlt Lilswi
FmsaliuLrg Urg) SlewL_ggs @)® eurrhisEhsr anereFrl ugiurdfu e eliLge Couswr(hid.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.

Contents of Proceedings

Final set of manuscripts
Received from Parliament

Printed copies dispatched



0532808 DoaBmn
eme® 5, evmFedsTenid), Hoiewss 810, g 163 ¢o» Lommewd 883
ced ylaItA @¢lnedsined 8B d¥ed ymnm mEwrnewsy
8c & om w.

o®® wsTwId Dam® www.parliament.lk @08 g&dewsy
DO VD).

anerFrL g Mlbensullet LNy glasener
@)ev. 163, SlpevLitemest afg), QUTLCansTESTL, GaTIbL 5B emwbHgisTar
ITEFTHISG HEHEUD Bl HEETHE 6T HraFThis GleuatlufHlEHsT 9jsieueVEsE 60
uentld ClFeVIsdl Glumhms6lETeTeTeVTiD.

@)hs ameraT 9 MPlbemsenw Www.parliament.lk stemiib @)swewrngsearssled hba)
uglaiimdaid GlFiiw LpLgujLb.

Hansard Reports can be purchased from the Government Publications Bureau
at the Department of Government Information,
No. 163, Kirulapone Avenue, Polhengoda, Colombo 5.

This Hansard Report can be downloaded from
www.parliament.lk

& Gomn Ced Geon 0¢tbned®xIned goamns mom G&.



